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Fifteenth  Parliament  of  Great-Britain^ 

Appointed  to  be  heW  at  WESTMINSTER. 

ON  the  5th  day  of  December,  1782,  the  King  opened  the 
third  feifion  of  the  fifteeoth  Piarliament^  with  a  moft  gra« 
cious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  which  our  readers  will  find 
in  the Lord't/Debatei;  At  (bon  as  the  Speaker  had  returned^ 
and  the  coftomary  forms  were  gone  through  of  reading  a 
bill  for  the  firft  time,  he  informed  the  Houfe^  that  he  had 
procured  a  copy  of  his  Majeft^'s  fpeech,  which  he  begged 
leave  to  read.    Having  done  this^ 

Mr.  Ywht  rofe,  to  oiler  fome  words  as  a  return  of  thanks  ^'*  ''(tUip 
to  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne.  He  ^^^^* 
began  with  comparing  the  ftate  of  this  country  at  the  end 
of  the  laft  vear  with  our  prefent  fituation  and  profpefts;  and 
truftcd  he  fliould  not  be  deemed  too  fanzine,  if  he  felt  him- 
felf  elated  at  the  contraft.  At  the  openmg  of  the  laft  feifion 
of  Parliament,  his  Majefty  anoonced  from  the  throne,  the 
unfortunate  ifTue  of  the  campaign  in  Virginia,  which  ended 
in  the  furrender  of  the  iecond  Britiih  aronv  that  had  piled  their 
arms  on  the  a>ntinent  of  America.  One  confolatton  was 
however  to  be  derived  from  that  gn»t  and  unfortunate  check, 
that  it  brought  home  to  every  roan's  feelings,  a  fatal  convic- 
tion of  the  impraftibility  of  continiung  offenfive  war  in  Ame-^ 
rica;  and  as  if  the  continuance  of  that  unfortunate  war  had 
been  a  clog  upon  every  other  optrationt  its  abandonmeat  wai 
fucceeded  bv  the  moft  brilliaAtfOcceis.againft  the  fleet  of 
France,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  The  importance  of  that  yifiory 
has  been  acknowledged  by  the  thanks  of  Parliament,  and  by 
the  general  approbation  of  the  country;  it  has  been  felt  in 
the  fecurity  of  Jamaica,  in  the  dim^iiti#&  of  the  French 
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navy,  and  tafti  v  it  Iiat  proved  to  ihofe  who  before  doubted  ef 
it,  that  the  zeal,  the  dtfcipline^  and  the  intrepidity  of  the 
B:'iti(h  feaman  would  rife  fuperior  to  every  difficulty,  if  once 
a  fair  opportunity  were  given  of  bringing  the  enemies  of  this 
country  to  a  general  engagement. 

His  Ms^efty  informs  £e  Honfe,  that  he  has  taken  fuch 
meafures  as  were  moft  likely  to  promote  a  cordial  reconcilia- 
tion with  America,  and  ftates  the  ufe  that  has  been  nude  of 
the  powers  with  which  he  was  vefted  by  an  aft  of  the  laft 
feilion ;  that  every  difpatck  was  ufed  to  carry  into  effeft  the 
refotutioh  of  the  iioxxtb  of  Comilkions,  ireftralnihg  cifieniiv^ 
operations  in  America.  That  vote  was  fucceeded  jby  another 
refolution,  declaring  that  minifter  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
who  (hould  advife  hb  Majefty  to  deviate  from  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe.  Nothing  then  remained  to  be  done  but  to  obtain 
peace ;  not  'by  making  war,  for  that  was  prohibited,  but  by 
making  conceflions; .  and  no  conceffion  was  likely  to  be  deem- 
ed fufficient,  but  the  opening  of  a  treaty  ^ith  America,  upon 
the  footing  of  a  free  and  independent  ftate.  But  at  the  time 
that  his  Majefty,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  andibr  the  fake  of 
relieving  this  country  frdmthe^hettvy  bdtthexls  under  which 
it  labours,  has  made  fo  great  a  difmemberment  of  the  Britifh 
empire,  he  confoles  hiitilelf  with  a  well-grounded  hope,  that 
other  motives  than  thofe  of  dependency,  may  tend  to  conneft 
the  two  countries  in  a  bond  of  permanent  union«  It  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  a  people  fpeaking  the  fame  language,  educated 
in 'the  fame  religion^  of  the  fame  habiis,  and  of  the  fame 
manners,  mny  prefer  a  commereial  conncftion  with  thh 
country ;  and  that  Great  Britainmay  ftill  enjoy  a  larger  (hare 
of  tlie  American  trade  than  any  other  nation  in  Europe,  upon 
iiairand  liberal  iprinciples  of  commerce. 

With  refpeft  to  that  part  of  the  fpeech  which  alludes  to  the 
relief  of  Gibraltar,  there  is  no  one  who  Will  refufe  to  join  in 
every  praife  that  can  be  beftowed  on  the  noble  and  gallantCom- 
mander  who  had  the  conduftof 'that  important  operation ; 
who,  in  the  face  of  a  fuperior  fleet,  atchieved  the  relief  of  a 
beficged  garrifon;  which  had  alreadv  from  its  own  ftrengtb, 
and  tlie  refeurces  it  before  pbtkfftQy  effedually  repelled  the 
united  efforts  of  two  formidable  powers,  and  deftroyed  the 
Sanguine  hopes  of  the  Spanilh' nation.  Nor  has  the  luperio- 
rity  of  the  Britifh  name  been  more  confpicuous  in  any  in- 
ftahce,  than  in  thofe  extraordinary  efforts  of  courage,  in  the 
caufe  of  humanity ;  the  intrepidity  exerted  in  <he  luccour  of 
m  dlftrefied  and  vaaquifhed  enemy,  deierve  the  gratitude  df 
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cYerj  one  wbo  has  the  hooour  of  kit  country  at  hearts  ia 
thii  fitoation  K  treaty  has  hoen  aqpeaed  with  the  belligerent 
powers,  and  his  Majefty  aflures  us,  that  16  c^niideraUe  a 
prcgrefs  has  been  made,  that  he  hopea  in  a  fliort  time,  to  be 
cnal^ed  to  inform  hit  Parliament,  tbi|t  it  has  ended  in  terms 
of  paciScation,  Soch,  undoubtedly  is  the  expeflation  of  his 
Majefty :  but  if,  contrary  to  appearances,  the  dc£re  that  hai 
been  flajewn  for  peace,  /hould  not  meet  with  the  return  ^or; 
our  oaemies  that  may  reafonably  be  expeAed;  if,  inftead 
of  inclining  them  to  terms  of  pacification,  the  moderation  of 
Great  Britain  (hould  only  revive  the  ambitious  defigns  of  our 
enemiety  his  Majefty  will  then  feel  himfelf  under  the  necef** 
fity  of  calling  upon  the  public,  for  farther  fuf^lies,  as  the 
only  dcfenee  againft  that  formidaUe  combination  which  will 
appear  to  point  iu  whole  force  at  the  very  cxiftence  of  this 
eountsy* 

The  warmeft  and  noft  aiEsfiioaate  rpcomiaeiKlations  of 
his  Majefty  have  not  been  wanting,  to  enforce  the  neceiiity 
of  that  confidcration,  important  above  all  others;  the  leliening 
of  the  national  expences  by  the  ftriAeil  ceconoroy  in  every 
department.  An  attention  to  this  alone,  muft  be  the  fource 
ef  future  wealth  and  future  ftrength  ;  and  the  progrefs  that 
has  been  already  made  will  be  to  little  purpofe  if  Parliament 
lofe  fight  of  the  ol^A*  Mr.  Yorke  obftrvpd,  that  he  was  in 
the  hearing  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  [Mr*  Gilbert,]  who 
had  great  merit  for  the  pains  and  attention  that  he  had  beftow- 
ed  during  the  conrTe  of  the  fiimmer,  «poo  the  inve^intion 
of  the  difierent  eopbyments  of  the  Kin^^  hooiefaold.  Many 
coo^rfaints  have  been  uttered  of  the  faaidlhip  done  to  indivi- 
duaisy  in  dqiriving  of  fmall  places  peribns  who  have  no 
other  means  of  fubnftencc,  and  who  having  enjoyed  them  for 
a  (erics  of  years,  have  been  ufed  to  confider  them  as  their 
life-rents,  m  their  eftates  on  which  they  could  depend*  He 
tnifted  therefore,  that  whenever  the  fufcgcft  came  under  the 
coofiideiation  of  Parliament,  or  of  his  Majefty 's  Minifters  for 
the  purpofe  of  being  laid  before  the  Houfe,  if  tiiere  appeared 
cafes  of  pocnUar  hardfliip,  that  they  would  fuffer  die  places 
to  remain  duiing  the  lives  of  the  preient  pofieiibrs,  efpeci-i 
^Uy  where  the  places  themfelves  were  inconfiderable,  and  the 
poneflbrs  adyasiced  in  years.  His  Majefty  aflures  the  Houfe, 
diat  in  confequence  of  the  regulations  in  [the  eftablifiiment, 
his  expeoce  mall  not  in  future  exceed  his  income.  On  that 
groiicid,  the  Houfe  wiH  conceive  it  highly  oroper  to  difcbarge 
die  oivU-lift  debt,  and  to  comply  with  his  Majeft^'s  gracious 
wifhj  in  repaying  the  public,  from  the  anuu^l  iavings  that 
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tre  to  be^tnade  bj  the  reforms.  Of  the  many  important  oK- 
jc6ts  recommended  to  theconfideration  of  Parliament,  in  his 
Majefty's  ipeech,  the  fcarcity  of  corn  is  a  circumftance 
which  caUs  for  their  ferious  and  immediate  attention.  The 
regulation  of  internal  police  is  an  objeift  to  which  the  early  ' 
attention  of  the  Legiflature  fhonld  be  direAed.  ^  For,  as  th« 
power  and  riches  of  a  great  flate,  depend  upon  its  trade  and 
public  revenue,  theie  depend  upon  the  morals  of  the  peof>le9 
and  upon  that  indoftry  which  is  the  beft  means  of  reforQiation 
and  its  beft  fecurity.  It  is  not  enough  that  Government 
neither  invades  property  nor  forces  confcience,  becaufe  too 
many  in  the  mafsof  mankind  are  to  be  found  without  either  ; 
and  the  indigent  will  always  be  ready  to  difturb,  and  the 
profligate  to  betray.  In  a  political  view,  therefore,  morality 
IS  only  another  name  for  public  order ;  and  that  compafRon, 
public  or  private,  which  tends  to  promote  induftrv,  tends  to 
promote  the  health,  the  order,  and  the  naorals  of  tne  people. 

With  refpefi  to  Ireland^  his  Majefty  trufts  that  the  1  beral 
meafures  adopted  towards  that  country  will  infure  a  continu*' 
ance  of  that  harmony  between  the  two  countries  which  is  fo^ 
cflential  to  the  interefts  of  both. 

|n  alluding  to  a  very  important  topic,  which  his  Majefty 
recommended  to  the  confideration  of  Parliament,  viz.  the 
Eaft-Iodia  affairs,  Mr.  Yorke  conjured  the  Houfe,  whenever 
they  proceeded  upon  that  bufinefs,  to  enter  upon  it  with  ten)* 
per,  diligence,  and  perfeverance ;  and  that  gentlemen  would 
not  fuppofe,  that  becaufe  they  had  not  given  themfelves  the 
trouble  of  reading  the  reporu  of  the  two  committees,  they 
were  incompetent  to  decide  upon  any  queftion  that  related  to 
the  Eaft»Indies ;  if  that  were  the  cafe,  a  very  important  part 
of  the  bufinefs  of  the  feifion  woujd  be  done  in  very  thin  houfes. 

After  apologifing  for  having  taken  up  the  time  of  the 
HoufCy  atid  for  undertaking  an  office  for  which  fo  many 
others  were  infinitely  better  qualified,  he  concluded  by  mo- 
ving for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  King,  and  his  motion^ 
as  ufual,  was  almoft  an  echo  to  the  fpeech. 
Mr.  Banks,  j^^  Banks  rofc  to  fecond  the  motion  for  the  addrefs.  At 
the  end  pf  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament  he  faid,  the  queftion 
of  the  independence  of  America,  ftood  in  the  way  of  a  peace, 
but  that  pbftacle  was  removed  and  done  away.  His  Majefty 
bad  declared  from  the  throne,  that  offers  of  independence  bad 
been  made  to  .America.  That  a  peace  was  much  wifhed  for^ 
be  believed,  po  one  would  deny.  He  thflSrefore,  rejoiced  moft 
exceedingly,  that^his  Majefty^  Minifters  had  not  only  made 
il  confideraDlc  progrefs  towards  it,  but  bsui  'a^viffd  his  Ma* 
:  I  jefty 
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jefty  to  dcctaiti  diat  he  hoped  in  a  little  time  to  be  aMe  tei 
aoiiDOAce,  that  a  general  pacification  had  taken  placjc,  \vk  ob* 
tainiog  diis,  the  honourable  Gentleman  was  glad,  that  no  fa- 
crifice  would  be  made  in.granting  the  independence  of  Amc* 
nca«,  By  granting  the  independence  of  America,  Great* 
Britain  would  |ive  up  nothing,  America  had  long  been  in- 
dependenty  and  rt  was  not  pc%ble  for^  ns  to  make  her  more 
io.  But  although,  {o  great  a  difmemberroent  was  made,  he 
trnfted  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  alid  America 
would  not  be  at  an  end.  America  ndked  the  (amt  language, 
and  had  Iter  intereft  too  ftrongly  interwoven  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  not  to  make  them  for  ever  one  atid  the  fame 
people,  and  give  to  her  the  greateft  part  of  he«  iemmerce^ 
The  honourable  genltenuin  reprefentcd  the  late  campaign  at 
a  mofi  ^orioos  one  to  this  country.  AVe  had  conquered  in 
the  £aft-Indies,  and  our  fuperiority  in  the  Weft^Indies  waa 
well  known ;  the  gallant  defence  of  Gibraltar  was  equal  to  an/ 
thing:  Lord  Howe  had  been  able  to  relieve  the  garrilbo, 
and  had  oflFered  battle  to  the  combimkl  fleets  of  France  and 
Spin.  Yet  this,  in  his  opinion,  was  no  argnmeflt  fDr  conti- 
nuing the  wan  We  had  met  with  fuccell'cf^  but  of  what 
kind  had  they  been?  The  vi^ory  obtained  over  Count de 
Grafle,  by  Lord  Rodney,  had  been  noUe,  indeed ;  but  had 
the  French  purfued  the  cbjcA  they  had  in  view,  indtad  of 
fighting  us,  which  they  ought  to  have  done,  the  ffland  of  Ja« 
maicahad  been  loft;  and  the  iuccefles  of  the  pl^fent  cam* 
paign,  thollgh^hey  certainly  had  been  brilliant'^  wouM-hard* 
ly  induce  the  enemy  to  be  lefs  animated  in  ihcrr  exertions 
againft  us  in  the  next  campaign.  Gibraltar  had  indeed  been 
faved,  and  had  been  proved  to  be  impiegnable;  butftill^  the 
enemy  might,  and  in  all  probability  would,  be  urged  to  a 
continuance  of  the  war,  for  the  pofleffioa  of  that  and  other 
objeAs  of  their  hearts. 

It  had  been  iaid,  indeed,  and  very  generally  faid,  that 
our  enemies  were  not  very  powerful  any  more  than  ourfclves; 
that  the  French  were  very  much  ftraitened,  and  by  no  meant 
in  a  humour  to  proTecute  the  wan  But  to  this  he  gave  very 
little  ear,  andeven  were  it  true,  he  would  by  no  oic^as  uie  it 
as  a  reaibtt  for  potting  peace  afide.  We  fhould  gain  but  little 
by  the  deftruAion  of  our  enemies,  if  in  effeding  it  our  own 
ruin  folbwcd.  In  his  opinion,  a  peace  was  to  be  made  and 
ought  to  be  made.  Our  fituation  demanded  it ;  a  great  deal 
was  doe  to  national  honour,  and  to  national-  ambition,'  but 
he  thought  moch  more  was  due  to  national  credit.  We  were 
plunged  deeply  in  debt^  and  it  behoved  us  to  difchai^  in 
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Naticmskl  credit  did  not  confift  fo  mach  in  point  of  trttfure^ 
as  in  the.  regular  obfcrvanceof  our  public  faith  id  the  dif* 
charge  of  debts  for  which  it  was  pledged^  and  he  ^bferved 
with  great  pleafure,  that  part  of  his  Majefi.y's  fpeech,  Which 
held  oyt  a  hope^  that  a  plan  would  be  propofed  for  the  regu- 
lar and  progreilive  diminution .  of  our  debt.  To  this  end,  he 
thought  a  peace  was  to  bo  procured  on  the  bfift  terms  that 
could  be  had*  In  coniidjsnng  this,  we  were ^  ^ot  to  expert 
fuch  conditions  as  if  we  were  in  a  profperous  ftatc,  or  as  if 
the  war  we  had  been  carrying  on  had  bscn  a  glorious  ooe. 
The  honourable  gentleman  compliments^  in  vary  w^nn 
terms,  that  part  of  the  fpeech  which  held  out  rewarcb  to  Uiofe 
vho  might  moft  diflinguifh  thcmfelves  in  the  public  fervice, 
aud  repreieoted  the  gallant  behaviour  ofGcncral  Elliot,  in 
defending  Gibraltar,  as  doing  both  him  and  his  country  tho 
higheft  honour,  whether  we  coniidered  him  as  a  foldipr,  or  a 
man  of  humanity :  but  great  and  fplendi J  as  this  wai,  he 
did  not  think  it  was  .cno\]^h  to  encourage  us  to  perfevero 
in  the  war*  A  peace  was  the.  only  thing  that  coold  fave 
us;  and  in  making  this,  great  facrifices  muft  be  made,  for 
national  honour  was  national  faith  and  credit,  and  our  debts 
were  at  all  events  to  be  difcharged.  Our  ambition  was  noe 
to  ftand  in  the  way  of  a  peace;  we  were  not  to  heiitate  about 
giving  up  this  place  or  that  place,  merely  becaufe  it  had  a 
name,  or  had  diftinguifhed  itlclf  in  a  peculiar  manner.  If 
in  makine  a  peace,  facrifices  were  neceflary,  facrifices  ought 
to  be  made,  and  above  all,  in  the  conceilloo^  vrtiich  we  ibould 
have  to  make,  we  ought  to  be  anxious  to  put  our  pride  out 
bf  the  way*  If  there  was  any  poft  which  was  kept  as  a  pofl 
of  honour  more  than  a  pofl  of  utility  ;-<-if  there  was  any  place 
which  we  kept  as  a  mark  of  fuperiority  more  than  as  a  pof- 
leifion  of  ad  vantage  ;«-a  place  which  cofl  us  more  in  keeping 
than  it  was  worth; — if  there  was  a  place  which  in  particular 
hurt  the  pride  of  the  enemy; — which  was  the  objea  of  their 
ambition  and  defire ; — that  which  would  infligate  them  to  go 
to  war,  and  provoke  them  to  continue  in  it  :^urely  that  of 
all  others  was  the  place,  vyhich  in  fuch  circumflances  as  the 
prefent,  ought  to  be  ceded;  particularly,  if  by  fo  doing,  it 
was  in  our  power  to  gain  a.  folid  and  permanent  peace;  and 
atfo,  perhaps,  to  gain  territories  in  exchange,  of  more  intrin- 
fie  value  to  ua  as  a  commercial  people. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  cpmmended  the  oeconomy 
teconmiended  in  his  Majefty's  fj^eech,  and  faid,  that  without 
every  attention  to  it,  we  were  totally  undone*    It  was  not 
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onljr  oeconomy  that  we  liaj  to^bferve,  but  parfimony  in  the 
excfcnie;  nay,  it  (hould  be  avarice;— nothing  Ihort  of  h 
woaU  do.  The  cxpcnces  of  the  war  had  plunged  us  head 
and  cari  iirdebt; — it  had  increafed  the  national  burthen,  ndc 
lefs  than  eighty  millions,  and  every  one  knew,  that  the  in- 
tercft  on  this  was  three  millionii  a  year:  this  would,  at  onc^, 
(hew  the  neceffity  there  was  for  a  fpccdy  and  efFedual  refor- 
mation in  the  public  cxpcndrture.  He  congratulated  thfc 
public  upon  their  having  this  great  national  objeft  recom* 
mended,  at  a  time,  when  it  would  come  under  the  confidera^ 
tTon  of  one  (Mr.  Pitt,)  whofc  virtues  and  abilities  fccpt  pace 
with  one  another;  and  who,  wliile  he  attended  to  reform 
abttfes  in  the  expenditure  uf  public  money,  would.never  preft 
that  reform  to  the  ruin  of  individuals,  who  had  nothing  to 
fubfift  upon  but  that  income  0f  office,  which  had  always 
been  confidered  by  them  as  their  fupport  through  life.  He 
therefore  trufted,|pfaat  whatever  reforms  were  made,  the 
perfons  at  prefentin  office  m'^ht  continue  in  their  iituation^. 
The  honourable  gentleman  lincercly  hoped  for  every  rc-» 
trcnchment  that  could  be  made ;  but  was  of  opinion,  that, 
unlets  peace  fhould  (bon  be  brought  about,  there  would  not 
be  any  office  left  us  to  jnake  any  reforms  in.  As  to  the  peace 
which  his  Majefty's  fpeech  fo  much  promifcd,  he  thought  the 
permanency  of  it  was  as  much  to  \k  wifhed  for,  as  the  fpee* 
dinefs  with  which  it  was  to  be  hoped  it  would  be  made.  He 
took  notice  of  the  mention  made  in  the  fpeech,  of  Eaft  In- 
dia affairs,  and  doubted  not,  but  that  the  Houfe  would,  when 
they  came  under  confideration,  deliberate  upon  them  with 
that  temper  and  moderation  which  could  alone  give  cfficacv 
to  their  proceedings.  The  honourable  gentleman  fpoke  upoa 
fcveral  other  lefs  important  heads  of  the  fpeech,  and  toih- 
cluded,  by  fcconding  the  addrcfs  that  had  been  moved  by  his 
honourable  friend, 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  as  foon  as  Mr.  Bankes  had  ended  :  he  faid,  Mr.  Foi^ 
though  he  did  not  mean  to  give  any  oppoiition  to  the  Addrefs 
that  had  been  juft  moved,  or  to  propofc  any  amendment  to  it, 
ftill  he  did  not  think  that  it  would  be  proper  for  him,  at  fo 
important  a  crifis  as  the  prcfent,  to  let  the  firft  day  of  the 
feffions  p^fsovcr,  without  fome  remarks  on  a  fuhjeft  of  the 
greateft  magnitude.  He  could  have  wilhed  that  it  had  fallen 
to  the  lot  of  foiiic  other  perfon  to  have  taken  the  lead  thatday, 
on  account  of  thc'fituation  in  which  he  flood,  and  the  fufpi- 
cions  \vhich  he  was  above  denying  he  entertained  offomc-of 
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his  Majtfty^s  Minifters.  Tiut  iituation^  and  thofe  fafpici* 
ons,  might  inciine  the  Houfe  to  think  that  he  meant,  by 
rifing  thus  early,  to  oppofe  the  meafores  of  Government^ 
right  or  wrong/ and  to  obftruft  their  meafures  at  any  fate. 
He  difclaimed  all  fucb  Intentions.  Whatever  might  be  his 
fitnation,  and  whatever  his  luipictonsy  be  fhould  i^pport  the 
'prefcnc  Miniftry  in  all  things  in  which  he  thought  they  were 
afiing  for  the  public  good  ;  and  be  rofe  now  for  the  purpofc 
of  making  fome  remarks  on  the  fpeech  from  the  Throne  ; 
with  ibme  parts  he  was  well  pleafed,  and  he  did  not  mean  to 
give  any  oppoiition  to  the  reft,  or  to  propole  any  amendment. 
There  were  ibme  things  in  the  Ipeech  which  particularly 
ftruck  him,  and  fome  things  alio  in  the  fpeechcs  of  the  two 
honourable  gentlemen  who  moved  and  feconded  the  addreis^ 
particularly  the  latter.  And  firft,  he  would  take  notice, 
that  in  the  very  out-fet  of  the  King's  fpeech,  which,  accord- 
ing to  parliamentary  caftom,  he  muft  coj^der  as  the  fpeech 
of  the  Minifter,  there  was  an  inaccuraop  in  point  of  time, 
which  he  was  willing  to  look  upon  merely  as  the  efFefl  of  in* 
attention,  and  not  of  defign  ;  where  it  was  flated,  that  {xn^9 
the  iaft  feilions  of  Parliament,  his  Majefty  had  loft  no  time 
in  giving  the  necefiary  orders  for  putting  an  end  lo  the  war 
on  the  Continent  of  America.  If  fhis  date  of  the  orders 
had  becncorreft,  it  would  have  been  the  ftron^eft  proof  of 
.  guilt  in  him,  and  in  thofe  with  whom  he  had  had  the  honour 
to  a{t  in  his  Majefiy's  councils,  for  having  fo  long  delayed 
to  fend  out  thofe  orders,  which  Parliament  had  pronounced 
to  be  ib  ncceflary ;  but  in  faft,  they  had  been  ilTued  long 
before ;  this  much  he  thought  necefiary  to  premife,  left  the' 
charafier  of  a  noble  friend,  now  no  more,  and  his  own, 
.ihould  fufFer  by  an  imputation,  that  orders  for  putting  an 
end  to  ofienfive  operations  in  America  had  not  been  fent  till 
after  the  rccefs  of  Parliament.  [The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer interrupted  him  for  a  qiomenr,  juft  to  aftbre  him, 
that,  upon  a  careful  perufal  of  the  fpeech,  the  honourable 
member  would  find  that  there  was  not  fo  much  as  a  iliadow 
of  grouui!  for  any  fucb  imputation.]  Mr.  Fox  again  ol>- 
ferved,  that  he  had  i^ot  a  doubt  but  fuch  an  imputation  mi^ht 
be  drawn  from  the  fpeech^  though  he  was  convinced  that 
there  had  been  no  inreotion  in  Adminiftration  that  the  fpeech 
fhould  convey  it.  For  the  wordsof  the  fpeech  were,  ^'^  Since 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  fefiioas,  I  have  employed  my  whole  time 
in  the  care  and  attention  which  the  important  and  critical 
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conjanfture  of  public  affairs  required  of  me/*  —  and  in  direft 
coDtinuadoD,  —  ^  I  loft  no  time  in  giving  the  neceflary  or- 
ders to  prevent  the  further  profecution  of  oflenfive  war  upon 
the  continent  of  North  America,*'  If  language  was  to  be 
uaderftood  in  its  common  acceptation^  this  certainly  meant 
that  this  important  faft  was  done  lince  the  laft  feffions,  and 
confequently  iince  he  and  his  friends  had  left  his  Majefty's 
councils ;  afid  by  the  fame  ftrain  of  language,  all  the  other 
concerns  mentioned  in  the  fpeech  feemed  to  take  their  origin 
from  that  date.  This  certainly  was  fo ;  but  he  hoped  and 
trufted  it  was  fo  by  inad  vertancy  only. 

As  [to  the  provifional  articles  of  peace  with  America,  it 
was  impoffible  for  him,  at  this  moment,  to  approve  or  con- 
demn them,  becauie  he  was  utterly  unacquainted  with  them  ; 
bat  he  would  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  independence,  the 
unconditional  independence  of  America  was  recognifed  by  the 
firft  article.  The  great  difference  between  him,  and  the  pre- 
fcnt  Minifter  on  that  head,  was,  that  the  latter  wiflied  that 
the  indcffendence  fhould  be  the  price  of  peace,  while  on  his 
part,  he  was  of  Opinion,  that  no  barter  mould^be  made;  but 
that  Great  Britain  fhould,  in  a  manly  manner,  recognife  at 
ooce  that  independence,  which  it  was  not  in  her  power  to 
check  or  overturn*  For  this  he  had  two  reafons :  one  was, 
tiiat  it  would  appear  magnanimous  on  the  part  of  England, 
and  infpire  America  with  confidence  to  treat  with  us,  whea 
weihonld  (ct  out  by  irrevocably  granting  her  independance 
a  confidence  wluch  (he  could,  not  feel,  if  this  independance 
was  to  depend  on  other  meafures,  which  were  not  yet  agreed 
to  :  his  other  reafon  was,  (hat  by  a  provifional  treaty  (to 
take  place  when  France  ^nd  Great  Britain  fhould  have  fettled 
■  terms  of  peace  with  each  other)  the  very  preliminary  article 
of  which  was  an  acknowledgment  of  American  independance, 
Eogland  and  America  fhould  have  fb  completely  determined 
all  their  differences,  that  nothing  more  would  remain  to  con- 
tend for  between  thet^i ;  the  two  countries  might  then  be  faid 
to  be  virtually  at  peace  ;  or  if  America  fhould  continue  the 
war  as  the  allv  of  France,  it  would  be  a  war  fo  very  like  a 
peace,  that  France  deriving  little  or  no  advantage  from  it, 
would  be  the  more  eafily  induced  to  think  of  peace,  and  be 
the  le(s  forward  to  propofe  harfh  or  difhonourable  terms  to 
this  country.  Thefe  were  the  reafons  by  which  he  was  ia* 
fluenced  to  advife  the  recognition  of  unconditional  indepen« 
dance ;  and  he  was  the  more  furprifed  to  find  that  Miniflers 
had  b^en  fo  tardy  in  n^aking  peace  with  America  by  a  pro* 
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YiCpnal  tre^y^  when  <he  famehaiSpy  eiFe£t  might  have  been 
produced  months  agO)»   if  unconditipaal  independance  had 
beea  earlier  offered  :  •<-*  for  his  part,  he  «iras  unable  to  accouoc 
for  ^he  delay  :  wben  his  Majefty  had  given  him  orders  to 
write  to,  Mr.  Grenville,  at  Paris,  to  autlxorife  him  to  offer 
independance  UDConditiooally  to  America,  he  obeyed  the  or- 
ders with  n  degree  of  pleafure,  which  could  be  equalled  ooly 
by  thAt  which  he  felt,  when  he  read  the  letter  of  Lord  Shel- 
burne  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  in  which  the  words  of  the  letter 
to  Mr.  G^enville  were  recited  ;  when  he  read  that  letter,  he 
carried  it  with  pleafure  to  tliei  late  Marquis  o£  Rockingham^ 
and  with  joy  told  him,  that  all  their  difirufts  and  fufpiciooi  of 
the  noble  Lord's  inteations  were  grouadlefs ;  but  his  plea^^- 
fure  on  that  occallon  was  not  of  long  duration ;  for  even  be* 
fore  death  had  removed  the  noble  Marqius  from  the  Trea* 
fury,  Lord  Shelburne  began  to  fpes^  of  the  dreadful  confe- 
qucnccs  that  muft  enfue  to  this  country,  if  America  fhould 
be  Icparatcd  from  it :  aodgave  a  decmve  opinion,  that  the 
letter  to  Mr.  GirenviUe,  and  the  recital  of  the  fame  to  Sir 
Guy  CarUtofl,   were  not  an  unconditional  recognition  of 
American  ind€;peRdaace>  but  aconditioaal  ^ffir  to  be  recalled 
in  certain  circumftances.     This  gave  me  fafpicion,  fays  Mr« 
F'ox,  which  I  could  n<)t  conceal ;  for  in  writing  the  letter  to 
Mr.  G-ienville,  I  had  chofen  the  moft  forcible  words  tliat  tlie 
Englifh  language  could  fupply  to  exprefe  my  meaning ;  as 
far  as  I  can  recolIe£b  they  were  thefe,  or  exactly  to  this  mean* 
ing  :  *'  to  recognize  the  indcpendance  of  America,  in  thefirji 
vijiance^  and  not  to  rcfcrve  it  as  a  condition  of  peace  J*^     When  he 
law  the  recital  of  thefe  words  in  the  letter  of  the  Earl  of 
bhelburne  to  Sir  Guy  Carieton,  all  his  doubts  vaniflied,  and 
be  was  completely  relieved.     What,  then,  mud  be  his  afto- 
niihoacat  and  torture^  wlien  in  tlie  illnefs,  a^nd  apprehended 
qeceafe  of  the  noble  Marquis,  another  language  was  heard  in 
the  Ci^biiiet,  and  fome  even  of  his.  own  friends  begaii  to  con- 
ioder  thefe  letters  ooly  as  offers  of  a  coaditional  nature  —  to 
be  recalled  if  they  did  not  purchase  peace.     1  coniidered  my«- 
felf  a»  enfnared.  and  betrayed  ;  I  therefore  determined  to  take 
the  mealure  by  wh.ie!).  alone.  1  could  a£t  with  confiftency  and 
honour-^  I  called  for  preciie  decUf atioos -^ I  demanded  ex* 

f licit  lau^age-— and  when  1  faw  that  the  perfoos,  in  whom 
had  originally  no  great  contidence,  were  fo  eager  to  delude, 
and  fo  determined  to  change  the  ground  oq?  which  they  had  fet 
out^  I  relinquiflied  my  fc^at  in  die  Cabinet  witli  the  heartfelt 
fatisf  action  of  having  o^aintaiaed  my  principles  unftained^ 

and 
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and  with  the  profpcft  of  being  able  to  do,  by  leaving  it, 
what  I  could  not  accompUfh  by  remaining  there.  His  hopes 
and  expe£t atiotts  were  ftiliiHed^  juft  as  he  had  apprehended 
andftated  to  that  Houfe;  he  had  been  able  to  perfuade  his 
Ma}cfty*s  minifters  to  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,  more  ef • 
fedoaily  in  that  H<mfe,  than  he  "was  able  to  do  in  a  private 
room.  Thank  Heaven  the  mcafure  was  now  taken,  the  deed 
was  done,  and  done,  he  hoped,  in  the  moft  effcftual  way, 
and  he  agreed  with  the  honoaraMe  fecondcr  of  the  addrefs, 
that  in  doing  this  wc  gave  away  nothing.  The  indepen- 
daoce  of  America  was  acknowledged  by  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
niftets ;  and  though  it  ha(§  been  faid,  '*  that  whenever  this 
(hoM  happen,  the  fun  of  England  would  fet,  and  her  glories 
be  ecliptbd  forever,"  yet  he  was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and 
he  would  defend  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  againft  any  Peer  Viho 
ihould  hold  fach  language.  He  had  fet  his  hand  to  fign  the 
independence  of  America,  alttiough  it  had  been  infidioufly 
faid,  that  rtwouUhe  the  ruin  of  his  cpuntrvy  and  that  he  tUouId  be  a 
traitor  whojhould  do  it.  But  if  any  Peer  (hould  dare  to  im- 
peach the  Earl  of  Shelburne  for  having  done  this,  I,  fays  Mr. 
For,  will  ftand  up  his  advocate-^  I  will  defend  him  againft 
all  fuch  artftfl  and  iniidious  charges —  I  will  hold  him  harm- 
lefs,  and  proteft  him  from  the  accufatron  of  having  dn^ed  to 
give  away  the  rights  rf  Great  Britain  ;  and  pledge  myrdf,  that 
the  recognition  of  the  independance  of  America,  Ihall  ndtbe 
Jhimd  with  the  bhod  of  the  Miniftcr  ivho  ftjonldjipn  it.^  Qnit- 
ting  this  ftrain  of  irony,  the  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  had  done  this  important  matter  even 
after  all  thefe  fayings,  add  thinking  as  he  did,  that  it  was  fo 
wrong,  and  fo  alarming,  —  he  couVd  not  avoid,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  applying  to  him  a  diftich,  which  he  had  read  in  ^  lu-> 
dicrous  poet : 

You've  doTtt  a  noble  turn  in  Nature**  fpite, 

For  tho'  you  think  you'ix  wrong  —  I'm  furc  youVc  right. 

There  were  fomc  expreflions  in  the  fpecch,  which  though 
he  did  not  intend  to  nnd  fault  with,  he  would  have  been  ns 
well  pleafed  had  they  been  left  out ;  and  thefc  were  the  expref- 
fionsof  the  concern  felt  by  his  Majefty,  at  the  idea  of  re- 
flonnctng  the  claims  of  this  country  over  America  :  it  would 
have  been  furely  iftuch  better,  that  his  Majefty  had  been  ad- 
vifcd  boUBy  and  manfully  at  once  to  gfvc  way  to  neccffity, 

e  2  and 

*  Exprcfflons  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  in  the  lall  Scflions.    Vide 
Lords  Debater. 
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and  not  to  exprcfs  fo  much  dejcAion  at  parting  witb  the 
fovereignty  over  a  country,  which  it  was  no  longer  in  bis 
power  to  alTert  and  maintain  ;  but  much  as  he  difliked  thefe 
cxpreflions,  he  Was  as  much  pleafed  with  thofe  others,  in 
which  his  Majefty  indulges  the  philofophic  fpeculation  of  prof- 
pofts  of  future  connexion  with  America,  from  iimilarity  of 
language,  manners,  religion,  and  laws :  for  his  own  part,  he 
did  not  doubt  but  die  day  would  come,  when  by  a  firm  alli- 
ance between  Great  Britain  and  America,  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain  would  wake  from  their  idle  and  tllufory 
dreams  of  advantage,  which  they  think  will  follow  to  them 
by  the  feparation  of  America  from  the  mother  country ; 
through  that  alliance  the  fun  of  Britain  might  rife  again,  and 
ihine  forth  with  dazzling  luftre.  But  to  mduce  America  to 
confide  in  us,  we  fhould  convince  them,  by  the  moft  open 
and  unreferved  condu£^,  that  we  mean  fairly,  honeftly,  and 
lincerely  b^  them.  He  was  always  of  opinion  tljat  it  wa^ 
not  right,  m  our  prefent  circumftances,  to  think  of  treating 
with  America,  by  way  of  bargain  for  her  independence.  He 
conceived,  that  the  only  method  of  a£ting,  which  was  at 
once  political  and  wife,  was  to  behave  with  manlinefs  and 
^cnerolity;  and  ihew  them  that  there  was  fiill  a  difpo^ 
fltion  in  the  government  of  this  country,  to  treat  them  with 
the  noblenefs  of  Englilhmen.  This  was  his  idea,  when  he 
fat  at  his  Majefly*s  Council  Board,  and  this  was  the  conduft 
which  he  had  recopamended  ever  lince  he  perceived  that  we 
fhould  foon  come  to  the  necefiity  of  recognizing  their  inde- 
pendence, either  with  grace,  or  by  compulfion ;  but  he  was 
afraid  that  minifters  would  aA  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  create 
fufpicjons,  even  where  they  meant  to  aft  hoMflly.  For 
inflance,  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  to  the  Lor0  Mayor^ 
the  Colonies  were  very  properly  fliled  the  United  States  of 
America ;  and  as  he  made  no  doubt,  but  in  the  provifional 
treaty  they  were  fo  declared,  he  expefted  to  have  heard  them 
called  by  this  name  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech ;  and  the  difap- 
pointment  he  felt  on  that  occafion  gave  him  the  more  con- 
cern, as  he  perceived  there  was  even  now  a  backwardnefs 
publicly  to  avow  and  acknowledge,  what  he  truited  and 
hoped  was  already  done  in  the  treaty,  the  Independence  of 
America.  Sprely  if  it  was  thought  proper  to  call  them  by 
their  proper  name,  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  it 
would  not  have  been  unfit  to  call  them  fo  in  the  fpeech  ; 
furely  his  right  honourable  friend  did  not  mean  to  defraud 
^iV  mailer  of  the  merit  of  conciliating  the  hearts  of  the 
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Americins,  and  binding  them  to  this  country  by  exprcflions 
of  grace  and  kindnefs.  He  was  forry  that  hi^  Majefty*s  Mi* 
•snifters' bad  not  advifed  their  royal  Mafter  to  make  ufc  of 
a  Un^a^  more  dignified  and  becoming,  than  that  which 
They  had  pnt  into  his  mouth.  ^         * » 

He  Was  ibrry  that  the  fpeech  held  out  no  profped  to  this 
coantTT  of  alliances  to  fnpport  her,  in  cafe  (he  fiiouM  be 
oUiged,  by  the  unreafonable  ezaflions  of  France,  to  con* 
tinue  the  war.  He  hoped  that  there  was  no  negled  in  b 
important  a  branch  of  a  MiniftePs  duty,  as  that  of  making 
friends  and  allies  ;  and  yet  he  could  not  think,  that  if  we 
were  at  this  moment  without  friends,  it  was  for  want  of 
a  good  difpofition  towards  this  country  in  fome  of  the 
moft  powerifol  ftates  of  Europe.  It  wns  true,  that  while 
the  old  Miniftry  were  at  the  head  of  afFairs,  there  was  not 
the  leaft  ground  for  hope  that  any  power  would  make  a 
common  caufe  with  a  country  that  was  ruled  by  madmen ; 
but  he  was  furprifed  that,  when  the  nation  had  come  to  its 
fenfes,  and  driven  thefe  madmen  from  the  Cabinet,  the 
friendly  difpolition  of  fome  of  the  great  Courts  of  Europe, 
to  England  had  not  been  courted  with  fgcccfs.  He  him- 
fclf  had  not  been  long  in  office ;  but,  fhort  as  the  time  was, 
it  was  long  enough  to  convince  him  that  England  was  not 
deilitate  of  powerful  friends  in  Europe^  whofe  friendfiiip 
might  have  been  cultivated  with  fuccefs,  and  improved  to  the 
great  advantage  of  this  country. 

Peace  to  him  appeared  a  moft  deiirable  objcA  ;  but  much 
as  he  wilhcd  for  peace,  he  certainly  would  not  go  the  lengths 
CO  obtain  it,  the  honourable  Member  who  Kad  fecondcd  the 
motion,  ieemed  willing  to  go :  what  that  honourable  Mem- 
ber had  faid  on  the  fubjefV,  had  caft  a  melancholy  gloom 
upon  his  mind ;  and  he  hoped  that  it  was  more  from  ima- 
gination than  from  informaition  that  he  fpoke :  no  man  ftlt 
more  the  deplorable  fituation  of  the  country  than  he  did; 
hut  he  did  not  tliink  that  the  moft  efFeduai  way  to  incline 
the  enemy  to  a  difpofition  towards  a  favourable  and  equit- 
able peace,  was  to  tell  them  that  we  were  fo  completely  re- 
duced that  no  terms  could  be  too  hard  for  us  to  digeft  ;  that 
our  refources  were  fo  dried  up,  that  oaconomy  could  fcarccly 
enable  us  to  bear  up  under  the  heavy  burthen  heaped  opoq 
cur  fhoulders;  nay,  that  pariimony  could  fcarcely  do  it; 
and  that  hardly  any  thing  (hort  of  avarice  could  favc  us  from 
Anking;  he  himfelf  was  not  fanguinc  in  his  hopes  of  finding 
great  rebuTccs  in  -this  country  ;  but  he  was  not  yet  fo  de- 
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fponding  as  to  fay,  that  he  would  not  rather  carry  on  the  war 
ftill  longer,  than  lubmit  to  a  difhonourable  peace  :  it  was  not, 
4ndced,  to  be  expe£ted,  that  we  could  treat  advantagequily  ; 
but  our  iituation  was  not  fo  defperate,  as  that  we  ought  to  ac* 
cept  of  difhonourable  or  unreafonable  terms :  before  llic  pro- 
viiional  treaty  with  America,  we  had  four  powers  to  contend 
with ;  but  as  he  muft  .from  the  ligning  of  the  treaty  pro- 
nounce the  American  war  to  be  at  an  end,  fo  he  thouglxt  we 
ought  to  derive  frefli  courage,  when  wo  fliould  be  able  to 
fpend  in  operations  again  ft  the  three  remaining  hoflile  powers 
the  four  or  live  millions  that  ufed  to  be  fpent  on  the  continent 
ot  America  :  for  he  thought  that  the  proviiional  agreement, 
if  it  did  not  adually  give  us  peace  with  America,  would  give 
us  fomething  folike  a  peace,  that  we  might  freely  employ  the 
troops  now  in  America  againft  the  other  powers. 

The  honourable  member  was  not fatisned,  it  ieemed,  with 
the  idea  of  fubfcribing  to  any  terms  of  peace,  merely  for  tlie 
fake  of  getting  peace  ;  but  he  confulted  the  durability  of  it^ 
and  fcemed  ready  to  facrifice  every  thiog  in  order  to  make  it 
lading  :  now  he  was  of  a  different  opinion  ;  for  in  making 
diiadvantagcous  peace,  he  would  not  for  a  moment  think  of 
its  durability,  but  attend  folely  to  the  obje£l  of  availing him- 
fclf  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  cefTation  from  hofliii- 
ties,  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of  fome  of  the  great  powers 
of  Europe,  and  to  make  fuch  alliances,  as  would  enable  hiin 
to  go  to  war  again  with  greater  profpe£t  of  fuccefs*  The  ho- 
nourable member,  after  praiiing  the  condudt  of  General  El- 
liot and  Lord  Howe,  in  their  gallant  defence  and  relief  of 
Gibraltar,  threw  a  gloom  over  the  minds  of  all  that  heard 
him,  by  hinting  at' the  poflibility  of  this  important  fortrefs 
being  about  to  be  ceded  to  the  enemy.  He  could  not  eaiily 
exprefs  how  much  he  was  ftruck  with  this  alarming  hint,  and 
he  hoped  that  in  this  he  fpoke  merely  from  fpeculation,  and 
not  from  authority  ;  for  the  polTeiHonof  that  fortrefs  and  har- 
bour was  invaluable  to  this  country,  though  fome  people  of 
late  aiFcded  to  fay,  that  it  was  of  no  farther  ufe  to  us*  In 
former  wars  its  value  was  often  felt ;  and  if,  in  the  prefent 
war,  the  old  Miniftry  had  not  been  as'daftardly  as  they  were 
inad,  perhaps  all  the  calamities  of  this  war  might  have  been 
prevented.  If  a  fleet  had  been  ftationed  there  in  time  to 
vvarch  the  Mediterranean,  Comre  d'Eftaigo  never  could  have 
got  to  America,  to  give  that  adiftance  to  the  Colonies,  which 
has  (ince  fccured  to  them  their  independence  :  but  the  mif- 
fortune  of  this  country  was  to  have  Miniftcrs  at  that  tinic,^ 

I  who^ 
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wiio,  irhile  tiiey  fpoke  in  the  moft  lordly  terms  to  America^ 
and  infifted  that  me  ihould  be  reduced  to  unconditional  Tub- 
miifioo,  were  endeavouring  to  cajole  the  Court  of  Spain  ; 
2Qd  refr^ned  from  fending  out  a  formidable  fleet  to  Gibral- 
tar^  becaafe  they  conceived  that  the  King  of  Spain  would 
take  umbrage  at  feeing  a  fleet  in  the  Mcditerraneao  :  but  had 
the  meafure  been  ;ulopted,  there  would  have  been  little  reafon 
to  be  appreheniive  of  any  bad  confequences  from  his  refcnt- 
mcnt,  for  then  we  fliould  have  had  it  in  our  power  to  pre- 
vent the  evil  that  a  union  of  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain 
muft  always  threaten  this  country  with*    To  cajole  an  ene- 
my was  furely  not  the  way  which  a  powerful  and  wife  natioa 
would  ieck  their  fecurity.    They  would  break  their  ftren^th  ; 
they  would  crufh  their  rifing  efforts  ;  and  a  fagacious  minif- 
try  would  always  employ  Gibraltar  in  dividing  France  from 
France,  Spain  from  Spain,  and  the  one  nation  from  the  other. 
But  thoqgh  this  meaiure  was  not  adopted,  from  which  the 
mod  folid  advantages  would  have  flowed,  ftill  it  muft  Ik  ad« 
mitted,  that  even  m  the  prefent  war,  Gibraltar  had  been  of 
infinite  ufe  to  this  country,  by  the  diveriion  of  fo  confiderable 
a  part  of  the  force  of  our  enemies,  which,  employed  ctfe- 
where,  might  have  greatly  anaoyed  us.    But,  faid  the  ho-* 
ooarable  member,  '*  Spain  having  feen  the  folly  of  attempt- 
ing to  reduce  that  fortreft,  may  never  again  be  tempted  to 
inveft  it,  and  therefore  it  may  never  again  occaflon  a  diver* 
fion  of  her  force."     This  was  a  mode  of  reafoning  that  ex*' 
perience  did  not  feem  to  juftify ;  he  had,  in  general,  too 
great  a  refpefk  for  Princes  to  fpeak  lightly  of  them  ;   but 
there  might  be  near  the  heart  of  every  rrince  a  longing  after 
fomething  which  could  not  be  removed  but  by  the  attainment 
or  pofleiSon  of  that  fomething ;  a  th6u£ind  difappointmenis 
might  not  be  able  to  convince  him  that  his  longing  could  ne- 
ver be  gratified*     Thofe  who  knew  the  hiftory  of  this  coun- 
try for  the  laft  nine  years  would  be  ready  to  agree  with  him^ 
that  it  was  not  eafy  to  convince  men  of  their  follies,  even 
when  they  were  proved  to  be  fo.     We  had  in  this  country 
cofttinued  for  eight  years  to  war  in  America  ;  and  yet  the 
misfortunes  of  eadi  preceding  campaign,  which  ought  to  have 
made  us  wifer,  by  convincing  us  that  we  were  engaging  in  a 
niiaouspurfait  of  an  ohjcSt  which  we  could  never  attain,  had 
not  till  lately  wrought  that  efFe£t :  and  what  fhould  hinder  us 
to  think  that  the  King  of  Spain  might  not  perfevere  zealoufly 
in  the  longing  for  the  rcduftionof  Gibraltar,  as  a  Prince  ne«r- 
erhonie  was  taught  to  pant  after  the  phantom  of  uncondition>> 

al 
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was  but  decent  to  give  that  tribute  of  applaufe  which  was  fo 
jdft!y  due  to  the  prcfcnt  Admiralty.  He  had  often  fpoken  in 
defponding  terms  of  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  when  it  was  lur- 
rpndered  up  by  the  laft  Admiralty ;  but  defponding  as  his 
language  was,  it  did  not  cxprcfs  half  the  defpondency  he  then 
felt :  what  then  tnuft  have  been  the  eisertions  of  the  noble 
Lord  now  at  the  head  of  the  tiaval  depjtrtment  of  government, 
when  he  had  fitted  out  a  fleet  that  was  able  to  brave  the  com- 
bined fleets,  from  which  we  ufcd  in  preceding  campaigns  to 
fij  ?  It  had  bttn  the  aftonifhrnent  of  Europe,  and  had  giVcn 
fiich  advantages  and  brilliancy  to  the  prefent  campaign,  as 
would  and  ought  to  be  felt  itl  the  mak'uig  of  a  peace. 

He  next  touched  upon  the  prefciit  Cabinet,  and  obfcrved, 
that  though  he  difllked  its  conflrudion,  there  was  fome  of  its 
cbnftituent  parts  againft  which  he  could  have  no  objection  ; 
for  he  knew  that  thobgh  one  member  of  the  Cabinet  might 
piromife  a  great  deal  more  than  he  intended  to  perfovm,  there 
.were  others  who  would  hold  him  to  the  performance  of  his 
promifes :  as  to  himfelf,  he  believed  he  really  was  of  more 
fervice  out  of  office,  and  debating  id  that  Houfe,  than  he 
/could  poflibly  have  been  if  he  had  remained  in  the  Cabinet ; 
for  he  found  that  thofe  meafures,  which,  while  in  office,  he 
recomittended  in  vain  to  the  Council,  were  readily  adopted 
when  he  laid  do^h  his  employments. 

He  was  entirely  of  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  feconded  the  motion,  that  a  peace  was  to  be  pro- 
.carcd  if  poffible  ;  but  furely  the  Minifter  knew  that  he  had 
the  trieans  of  fupporting  war.  The  number  of  men  which  he 
found  ^^  riding  ih  hackney  coaches,  crouding  the  flircets,  apd 
travelling  the  Bath  road,'*  (hewed  him  that  the  nation  wa« 
pot  exhaufted  of  refources,  but  had  yet  the  means  of  fupport- 
ing the  war,  in  cafe  our  enemies  fliould  be  difinclined  to  an 
honourable  and  fair  peace.  He  was  for  peace  in  preference 
16  war.  It  was  hot  the  policy  of  this  nation  to  go  to  war  for 
territory,  from  the  luft  of  more  dominion,  or  the'  love  of 
power.  He  would  be  as  moderate  io  his  defirc  of  new  ac- 
.quifitxons,  as  he  would  be  determined  in  his  refolution  to 
fceep  what  we  have. 

He  adverted  to  the  reports  of  large  voluntary  gifts  to  go- 
ytrtiment  by  private  individuals.  He  faid,  he  admitted  and 
admired  the  public  fpirit  and  generoGty  of  the  perfons  who 
piade  the  offers;  but  he  begged  leave  to  lay  in  his  proteft 
agahlft  their  legality  ;  and  he  conceived  that  the  compliment 
paid  %Q  them  m  the  fpeech  wa$  ill  judged  and  improper. 
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He  concaved,  that  according  to  our  conftitutioiit  no  monet' 
could  be  rcccjYcd  by  the  executive  branch,  and  applied  to  the 
public  parpofes  of  the  nation,  which  did  not  pafs  through  the 
hands  of  Parliament,  and  had  not  the  fanAion  of  the  Com« 
mons  of  England.  Such  aids  were  contrary  to  the  very  ef- 
fcnce  of  our  conftitution  ;  for  by  fuch  benevolences,  Go- 
vernment was  entrufted  with  money  which  came  not  under 
the  check  and  controul  of  Parliament.  Tliis  xjueftion  had 
been  agitated  fome  time  ago  in  that  Houfe,  brought  on  by 
an  eminent  lawyer,  now  a  member  of  the  other  Houfe,  and 
one  of  bis  Majefty*$  cabinet  counfcllors,  (Lord  Afhburton) 
by  whofe  arguments  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  of  the 
illegality  of  benevolences^'  and  gave  his  vote  on  the  qucflioQ 
accotdiDgly. 

He  hoped  and  believed  that  the  profpcft  held  out  in  the 
fpecch^  of  attention  being  to  be  paid  to  our  Eaft-India  con- 
cerns, would  not  be  detufive.  He  deented  the  national  ho* 
nour  pledged  in  this  btfinefs ;  and  he  trufted  it  was  not  in- 
tended by  any  fophiftry  to  depart  from  the  refofutions  already 
come  to  concerning  it.  The  learned  Lord,  who  had  been 
indefatigable  in  purfuing  this  bufinefs,  had  received  his  coun- 
tenance and  fupport  while  in  place,  and  he  trufted  that  ho 
change  *  in  cither  of  their  (ituations  would  occafion  any  dif- 
ference of  (entiment  and  condud. 

He  aflured  Minifters  that  he  did  not  mean  to  give  thein 
any  wanton  oppofition.     He  would  fupport  them  as  far  as  be 
could  with  honour  and  ,duty  ;  and  however  he  might  ohjeft 
to  the  conftitu-ion  of  the  Adminiftration,  and  however  he  . 
might  futpcft  the  fincerity  of  fome  among  them,  yet  he  cOiil^   • 
not  think  that  any  thing  very  hoftile  ta  this  country  could  b^ 
formed,  i^Hile  he  faw  in  that  Cabinet  fome  men  of  whofe  v.ifp  , 
tue  and  integrity  he  entertained  fo  high  an  idea. 

He  concluded  with  taking  notice  of  foroething  that  fell 
from  Mr.  Yorkc,  with  refpeft  to  the  reformation  in  public 
offices,  and  the  diftrefs  it  would  bring  on  individuals  if  their 
falaries  were  not  continued  during  their  lives.  He  was  furc 
his  honourable  friend  who  firft  brought  about' Ihcfe  reformati-- 
ons.dld  not  mean  that  anypcrfon  (liould  fuflfcrby  them  ;  that 
the  intentions  of  his  honourable  friend  had  been  greatly  miiV 
reprcfcntcd  in  that  particular ;  and  if  fuch  cruelties  were  in- 
tended, they  were  to  be  afcribcd  to  thofc  who  liad  the  execu- 
tion of  the  arrangements.  He  trufted,  he  faid,  that  he  fhould 
iboB  fee  the  provifional  articles  laid  upon  the  ublc  ;  till  which 

D  a  time 

*  The  Lord  Advocate  being  appoinUd  TiCafuici  of  t^c  Nvry, 
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t^ne  b^  begged  to  be  underftood,  that  the  vote  which  he  gavo 
on  that  day,  he  gave  in  the  perfuaiion  that  thofe  articles  con- 
tained a  full  and  final  renunciation  of  the  independence  of 
America :  and  he  begged  alfo  to  be  underftood  that  he  pledg- 
ed himfelf  to  no  other  ob]tf\.  than  that,  nor  poiTefTcd  an/ 
high  opinion  of  the  other  parts  of  the  fpeech,  delivered  from 
the  throne, 
r.ovttrnor        Governor  Jobn/lone  faid.  he  had  no  propofition,  to  make, 
John  one.  qqj.  j^jjy  amendment  to  fuggcft;  he  was  unacquainted  with 
party,  and  flood  up  to  declare  his  fingle  opinion  on  a  point  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  this  nation.     Pie  faid,  that  how- 
ever other  gentlemen  might  feel,  he  was  not  difpofed  to  de- 
liver up  the  dependence  of  America  without  a  condition.    He 
was  much  furprifcd  that  the  honourable  member  who  fpoke 
laft,  (hould  ht  forry  that  his  Majcfty  had   cxprefled  how 
flrbngly  he  felt  the  iacrifice  he  made  to  the  opinion  and  wifhcs 
of  his  people,  in  giving  way  to  the  independence  of  Ameri- 
ca: there  was  nothing   more  natural,  than  that  his  Majcfly 
fliould  feel  the  greateA  concern  at  the  difmemberment  of  fo 
confiderable  a  part  of  his  dominions;   the  Colonies  were 
planted  by  Britifh  fubjefts;  they  were  cherifhed  and Tofiered 
in  die  bofom  of  Britain ;  they  were  defended  and  maintained 
at  the  expence  of  her  blood  and  treafure ;  and  could  it  then  be 
JTurprifingthat  the  breafl  of  an  amiable  Sovereign,  fhpuld  feel  a 
pang  at  the  feparation  from  fo  great  a  number  of  his  fubjefts  } 
Xbe  independence  of  America  he  feared,  was  now  To  '$rq:ily 
cftabliflied,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  withftand  the  recog- 
nition of  it:  but  if  he  were  afked  by  whom  that  indepen- 
dence had  been  efiabliflied,  he  would  not  hefitate  to  anfwer— - 
by  the  honourable  member  who  fpoke  lair. .  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Americans  would  ereA  a  fiatue  tohim; 
but'he  did  not  believe  that  his  countrymen  would  ^eel  them- 
.  felvcs  under  any  obligations  to  him ;  for  the  independence 
of  America  mufl  be  the  ruin  of  our  Weft  India  iHands.— r 
The  hohouiable  member  feemed  to  rejoice  that  Amenca  was 
not  to  be  reckoned  any  longer  in  the  numbei;  of  our  eiiemies; 
hut  did  he  know  that  ?  Was  he  fure  that  their  fhips  and  pri- 
vateers would  be  reftrained  from  attacking  our  trade^  If  they 
were  not,    our  commerce  would   be  ruined ;    for  if  t^ew* 
York  was  abandoned,  and  our  men  of  war  ordered  away  from 
the  coaft  of  America,  he  could  not  conceive,  how  ,our  trade 
in  the  Weft  Indies  could  be  carried  on.     He  had  an  objcflioa 
10  tharpart  of  the  fpecch,  from  which  it  was  eafv  to  deduce, 
that  the  independence  of  America  was  granted,   or  to  be 

granted 
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granted;  and  his  objcAion  was  this :  this  recpgnltjoa  ofmr 
dcpeadcoce  was  to  be  approved  of  in  the  addreis,  as  far  as  it 
was  ftatcd  io  the  fpeech :  ^qow  he  was  an  enemy  to  this  mode 
of  carrying  fo  imporftant  a  bufinefs  through  Parliament  by  ^ 
iiilcwiiid :  the  independence  of  America  was  a  fubjcft  of  fuc^ 
moment  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  that  furely  onedajr 
at  kaft  qiiig^t  be  allotted  and  fer  apart  for  difculBz^  that 
great  queftion  by  itfelf,  and  taking  the  opinion  of  the  people^ 
whether  they  bsul  rather  agree  to  that  meafure^  or  profecutr 
the  war.  He  denied  that  his  Majefty  was  authorifcid  by  tfa^ 
reiblmion  of  that  Honfc  in  tlic  laft  feifionbf  Parliament; — h^ 
muft  come  tp  liis  Parliament^for  their  concurrence ;— the  le^ 
giflative  authority  of  this  country  muft  not  be  flung,  away 
wlthoat  the  cbnleht  of  dut  legiiJature;  and  therefore,  hp 
would  pledge  himfelf  to  no  a^robation  of  this  proviiionsd 
agreement  until  he  faw  what  it  was.  ^s  tp  Gluraltar,  f^ 
one  coold  gp  farther  in  praife  of  the  gallant  hero  who  h^ 
defended  it  than  he  would.do;^  he  raifed  to  himiibl^  by  his  brar 
very,  his  zeal,  his  judgment,  and  his  humanity,  a  monuV- 
ment  that  would  lafl.tiU  tiaeihould  be  no.  more.  Of  the 
condu^  of  the  noble  Lord|,  who  had  thr9wh  fuccours  into 
that  (ortrcfs,  he  could  nof  fpeak  In  the  famp .  tcrois  of  paoc* 
gyric;  the  noble  Lord  had  ,()ej(crved  well  of  his  country  oa 
many  occasions;  and  ftceod  defervedly  high,  in  tlieefteem.of 
his  gratefql  feUow-rut)je{l^,  fpr  fcrvlces  perfortped  on  for«- 
meroccafions,  but  his  ponduft  on  the  lail  expedition^,  did 
not  come  up  to  the  oupiaion. thai  had  beei)!(;n^e];uiQed  of  ^in^^ 
in  the  bu£neis  of  the  tranfports,  there  were  accidents  .and 
misfortunes  which  .he  did  npV  mean.toT)?)pa^e  to  thp  noble 
Lord ;  but  in  the  a^air  of  tbe.enga^ment  with  the  combine^ 
iieet^  there.ivasa  cirrumiiJtaikc^.^vhicKl^  ^bldly  afflrqi 

to  have  been  djfgraceful  t^  preat  Britain  ;  for  the  van  of  the 
Britifh  tieii/ iiidcr  rl\e|'c/?ip^ia|jd  pf.  fi4^{rpil  .Bvrpgtpiv 
had  put  bpfort  the  wind,  andiix^ihe  morning^  vKasfbutfeag^qs 
to  leeward  of  the  fleeter  did,  any  iman,'  ^hp,I;new  Admnr^l 
Barrin^on,  ThRR^^  ^]^^\  ^H^^  ^^  officer..  as.\  he.^,wasj  <  would 
have  ftirr^': >ia iocb  frwx.ihe.  eppmy,',! f  1^'  ^4^pfi\  ^FV^.9^ 
dcrcd  ioio  do?^.Hc  would  not  Impnte  ejtea.  this,dire£lly  to 
the  fauU  joflihe^CftW^^  Chief;.  fqrXs  was  ]:cpof^(p4> 

that ,th9  ^^gj^i^f.  yHich  Kad  parried  his  orders,  tp<  Adujical 
Barrinjg^n,  Tad  miftaken  thp  ocderi^'^ci  ihftcad .of  deflring 
the  y^-admiral  to  ff^^  two  points  iiearer  thewitd,  dire£^|dl 
him  to  put  beifore  it;  ancl  tKustKat  gallant x>^W  was  obIi|[ed 
to  (how  his  Scrn  to  tUc]  cnenjy.: — At  th^t  J^itUie  the  Spanilh 
Admiral  bore  down  within  ^luicjuet-Ibot  <tf  the  Ocean^  and 

the 
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The  French  Commodore,  his  ftcbnd,  had  thrown  himfclf  be- 
tween him  and  thr  OceSrn,  and  afterwards  got  confiderably 
to  leeward  of  the  Titter ;  in  this  moment,  when  the  enemy 
^ouid  not  b^  ftSd  to  have  declined  an  aftion,'"  the  van  division 
t>f  the  Britifh  fleet  (hewed  their  fttemto  die  enemy,  put  be- 
fore the  wind,  -and  in  the  morning,  were  four  leagues  to 
leewftrd  pf  them :  thus  it  was  cl^atj  that  our  ^ipsiliade  four 
ftct  to  every  one  made  by  the  enemy;  cjJuld  it  therefore 
be  pofEble,  that  duf  Admiral  could  have  decTincd  alf  thoughts 
t)f  an  engagement,  merely  becaufe  he  co,uld.  not  bring  the 
trncmjr  to  aftion  ?  with  fliips  thatfailcd  three  tiities  fafter  than 
the  enemy,  he  could  eafily  have  come  np  with  them.  He 
Old  not  know  whether  Lord  Howe's  orders  hkd  been  miftaken 
Of  not  by  the  frigate;  Hut  certaan  it  was,  that  Adrtjiral  JBar- 
tjugion  had  received  orders  to  take  the  courfe  he  fhaped.  As 
*to  a  viftory  gained  by  xis  on  that  occafion^  the  idea  was  ab- 
ihrd,  he  had  noepttceptionof  a-viftory,  where  fliips  or  tro- 
phies had  -not  been  taken:  the' honourable  mentbcf  mi^ht 
ially  forth  from  St.  James*s-flrect  and, break  '^s  many  win- 
"dowses  he  pleafcd^  but  \rc  could  not  bring  the  'fotcT,rXedate, 
ind  thinking  pafk  of  the  community  to  believt^  that  Lord 
Howe  wai^'viftoritJ.os,  no  njorc.tten  they  *couldVnow  be 
IJrought  td  AinkMiat  (he  27th  of  Jtly^  177*8, 'Wis'a  proud 
iday  far  .-England,  -fiut  the  gentlemen  who'werp  Ibfideft'  ia 
the  praife  of  Lord  Keppef,  who  certainly  had  WVeK  "figAa- 
^ircd  himfelf before,- but  hot crn' the  ijth'of 'Jttfyj'affcfted 
«ow  to  fay,  that'thb  glprfous  viftory  on.th^  xiih  d{  April, 
^>s  the  mere  effcft  of  chance^  anfl  feat  ^  Jaifajfica  "rniiXA  have 
jbrien  teft,  if  the  Frfcndi*  Admiral  had  hot  unncccffaHly  given 
*onr  Admiral  b«tlc,  inftead'bfpti/fliing'his  Vb)rage  to  the 
Cape.  It  was  vedll  known  how?; vet,,  that  fro'pi  the.  ftiperio- 
ifltjy  of  Lord  Rodney^  ftiipi  ^?i><^'^^  offailin^,"^heJrmift  ne-  ' 
•ceilarijy  have  cbiAe  op,  either  with  De  Grafly?  traHfpoft^,  or 
Titumennrf  waT;-ifr  eiiftct  cafe  fcc'^offld'Ha^fc  defeated^  the 
*bl^S  of  ffie'^pVtJition^'  anffftve^^  Jamaica."  .Jn  'comTirg  xip 
•with  the  men' of  war;  he  gaincd'the  yiftory  by'ii  'ncvVand 
•bdld  riiapaAiyre;  of  bres&Trig tlifoj:©^^  the  .ehfin^i'llbi;  and 
^eta'fter  thislfervi'eche  i*asr  redllfcdTiy  a  gratcTrf'Afltticrfflra* 
«tl6n. '  We  fc'ohclticled  writt  a  feir^WiiVvatioriS^VeWtiVe!  Hothe 
ftate  of  tbttcotrt^ '(^alluding  torthfc  hit^ntiob  ma'dflh'tKi  King's. 
•ipcech^  refpcfting'-tKc  niintj  aiid'hQ.^v'ifcci'  a.  ift^'oVnagc 
'V-fiWer,  •«  the  beft  wa;^  to  pttVtinX  the  Ataflice /of  felonious- 
•coininjf ;  for  wjieri  the  4empjtat'io*n  iHould  have  bcfrn  rcmcr- 

'ved,  he  was  df  opi'nion,  that-  this  *  grafticc  would.'  pf '  courfe 
*e3fpire.   '      "-4  i^  *  ^  .  »,..•-♦.  i       *  ^  ^ 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Secretary  Tmai^^^ bi^^  that  as  no  iitQSt  oppofition  Mr.  Sec. 
was  made  to  die  Ad<kefs  which  had  been  fo  ably  raoved,  aiul  Townflieii4 
io  ably  fecooded,  he  did  not  think  him&lf  called  upon  to 
take  up  much  of  the  patience  of  the  Houfe  in  defending  it« 
He  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
way,  who,  though  be  fat  on  the  other  fide'  of  the  Hoofe, 
would  Still  give  him  leaye^  he  hoped,  to  call  him  his  honour* 
able  friend.     His  condud  on  that  day  would  do  him  great 
credit  with  his  country,  in  having  fo  honourably  declared  hit 
iDteniioas  of  fopporting,  as  far  m  he  could,  the  meafures  of 
bis  Majefty 's  Minifiers,  at  a  time  when  unanimity  was  fo  ef- 
fcDtial  CO  our  happinefs*    With  refpe£i  to  thecircumitance  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded,  of  the  conftrudioa 
of  the  Adminiftration  it  was  not,  he  faid,  pcrfeAly  confiftent 
with  the  confidence  which  he  exprefiied  in  them,  at  the  end 
of  bis  fpeech.     What  was  there  dangerous  in  the.  conftrudioo 
of  the  Adminiftration  ?  That  one  part  of  them  would  profefs 
more  than  they  meant  to  perform ;  and  that  his  reliance  was, 
that  there  were  fome  others  whofe  honour  and  integrity  would   ' 
carry  into  execution  the  profelBons  of  the  others.     He  could 
aver,  that  he  had   no  reafon  to  think  that  the  perfon,  to 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded,  had  afied  with  du-> 
plicity.    He  had,  for  the  whole  of  the  time  that  he  had  beea^ 
in  office,  feen  no  one  thing  in  that  noble  Lord^s  cooduft,: 
which  ga¥e  him  reafon  to  fufped  the  integrity  of  his  profef* 
fions :  but  he  muft,  at  the  fame  time  inform  the  Houfe  that 
hehadfeeo,  from   his  correfpondence  with  foreign  Stales, 
that  the  reports  indufiriouily  circulated  of  the  duplicity  of  the 
noble  Lord  bad  had  a  nuterial  efFe&  on  the  Cootineot,  and 
had  been  the  means  of  retarding  the  treaty  with  the  Ameri* 
cans.    The  honourable  gentleman  had  found  very  little  fault 
with  the  Addrefs  which  i^  been  moved.     He  had  faidy  faid, 
that  peace  was  the  objeft  which  we  ought  to  purfue  with  ear* 
nefinefs ;    this  was  the  opinion  of  his  Msjefty  and  of  hit 
Mbiften,  and  he  was  fure  that  they  would  be  indefatigaUc 
in  the  purfuit.    That  we  could  not  expefl  to  procure  terms 
as  advantageous  as  we  might  have  done  in  tht  cafe  of  a  tri* 
ufflphant  and  elortous  war,  snuft  ftrike  every  one;  but  fiill 
he  was  of  opiiuon,  that  the  relative  circumftainces  of  the  bel- 
ligerent powers  would  entitle  us  to  terms  honourable,  and 
fuch  as  evcfy  mao  moft  acknowledge  to  be  advantageous. 
The  1^  caoipaign,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  obferved, 
Wjas  truly  br^llianr^  a^d  in  particular  the  disfence  and  relief 
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of  Gibraltar  had  Plaited  the  military  and  naval  glory  of  this 
coantry  to  a  high  and  moft  enviable  pitch.  An  honourable 
.gentleman  had  chofen  to  diifer  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  in 
rcfpeft  to  the  conduit  of  our  fleet  in  that  expedition*  That 
his  moti%'es  for  his  declarations  were  honourable,  he  made  no 
doubt ;  that  his  opinions  were  itncere,  he  rouft  aUb  believe  ; 
bot  that  he  was  the  only  man  who  arraigned  the  condtift  of 
tbc  BOUe  Admiral,  was  alfo  true  *  and  he;  muft  pay  refpeft 
to  the  teftimony,  which  profcflional  men,  who  faw  his  con- 
doA,  and  to  enemies  who  were  generous  and  juft,  gave  to 
his  talents,  ikill,  and  fpirit  on  that  occafron.  The  honourable 
gentleman  over  the  way  had  ntentioned  the  teftimony  which 
one  foreigner,  his  correfpondent,  had  given  to  the  glorious 
conduft  of  Lord  Howe  ;  and  to  this  he  codid  add,  that,  jn 
his  official  correfpondence,  he  found  that  foreign  nations 
bad  looked  on- the  conduft  of  the  fleet  of  Britain,  in  the  re- 
lief of  Gibraltar,  and  in  their  interview  with  the  combined 
iBeets  of  France  and  Spain,  fofuperior  in  number,  withafto* 
nilhment  and  admiration.  The  chara£t<er  of  Lord  Howe  was 
advanced  in  iheir  minds  even  beyond  its  former  height ;  and 
it  was  not  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  what- 
ever might  be  his  motives,  which  would  diminifh  the  repu- 
tttioD  he  had  acquired.  In  rcf|)cA  to  all  that  had  fallen  from 
the- two  gentlemen  who  had  fpoken  t^  the  Addrefs,  it  did  not 
require  any  further  anfwer ;  and  he  was  happy  in  theprofpeft 
of  unanimity.  The  laft  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  in 
regard  to  the  mint,  that  the  method  of  correcting  the  abufes 
of  counterfeiting  the  gold  coin,  was  to  remove  the  tempta- 
tion. This  was  exadly  what  his  Majefty*«  Minifters  had  in 
view,  and  they  hoped,  by  this,  to  remedy  the  evil  which  had 
been  fomuch  and  fo  juftly  complained  of  lately. 
Commodore  Commodore  Keith  Stewart  faid,  that  as  the  conduct  of  the 
^***'*"*  noble  Admiral  who  commanded  the  fleet  in  the  expedition  to 
the  relief  of  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar,  had  been  attacked,  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  give  his  public  teftimony  to  the  bra- 
very, ikill,  and  behaviour  of  the  noble  Lord*  — He  was 
prefent,  and  had  the  clcareft  obfcrvation  of  his  conduct  through 
the  whole  of  the  voyage.  It  would  not,  he  faid,  be  necef- 
fary  for  him  to  go  mto  a  profeflional  detail  of  the  circum- 
fiances  and  tranfa£tions  of  the  fleet ;  but  in  the  cafe  (^  the 
tranfports,  he  could  aflTure  the  Houfe,  that  it  was  a  mere  ac- 
cident which  had  occafioned  three  or  four  of  them  running 
up  into  the  Mediterranean,  by  .their  mifappreheniion  of  a 
iignal  in  the  time  of  the  hurricane;  and  as  to  the.  whole  of 
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the  noUc  Lord't^oiMlp^iQ  the  cafe  of  (he  zfldoUy  it  wa%'  ia; 
his  poor  opinioa,  great^  'inanly^  aad  briUiao^.  He  ^d^ ' 
with  SD  tttfepor  fbrce. offered  battle  to  fui  ene/ny,  who  >  had 
the  advamafi^icof  the  wind ;  and  he  had  fDavnutned  thedig*^ 
iihj  of  the  Britifh  flag  in  circumftances  which  would  havpj 
siade  aicfi  gallant  man  t-remble  for  his  faftpty. 

Governor  Jobnfione  faid  in   reply,  that  the  fa£k  of  the  Cot.  joht^ 
tranfporu  he  had  mentioned  not  as  a  charge  by  any  means,. ^'^^^ 
but  as  a  miftake.    The  circiimftaoce  in  the  adion  to  which 
he  allndedy  had  not  been  anfwered  —  the  fad  of  Admi/al 
BartingtonVdivifion  having  torned  th^ir  fi^ros  to  the  enemy, 
and  gone  four  leagues  to  leeward.     He  defired  to  know  if 
this  fad  was  not  fo,  and  ye.t  he  begged  to  be  underftood  that, 
he  ncotioned  this,  not  as  a  charge  on  Lord  Howe,  as  he  didt 
n6t  knoMP  bjit  this  ^^  weK  as  the  cafe  of  the  tranfports,  mighj; 
be  owing  to  accident. 

Lord  Norib  then  ro(e,  and  declared,  th^t  hp  had  not  the  l^«^ 
moft  diftaat  inclination  to  oppoie  the  A^ldreis^  or  movie  an*  ^^"'^* 
amendmeoi  ;  he  had  n6  material  pbJA^tion  to  the  terms  of  fh^, 
motion,  and  it  muft  be  a  very  confcquential  amcnilment  in«* 
deed,  th^t  could  counlerbAlance,  in- his  .eftifnation,  the  ad« 
vanugcs  reinUing  from  unanimity,  at  this  mpft-amportant 
crifii^  bethought  it  of  the  laft  importance  that  they  ihoold  lay, 
their  ieotiments  at  the  foot  6f  the  throne^  without  oppofitioa 
or  amendment.  He  (hpuld.not  have.arifeo  to  offer  his  opi- 
niooleatbe  preient  qneftion  at  all,  but  that  fome  things  had 
bctA  thr9wn  out  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  by  which  he  waa 
periboaUy  a&ded^  and  there  were  fome  expreflions  In  the 
pro^ofed  Addrefi,  that  feemed  to  require  explanation.  With 
refped  to  .the  independency  of  Amtrka,  he  was  free  to  ac- 
knowledge^ that  after  the  ^s^Umitous  events  of  war,  and  the 
vote  pft&d  in  the  laft  felfion  of  Parliament,  he  was  not  fan « 
goine  enough  to  hope  a  conclufion  of  the  war  on  terms  con« 
iiftent.with  the  future  dependency  of  our  colonies,  but  at  the 
fame  time  he  could  not  think  with  the  honourable  gentlenian 
(Mr.  Fox)  that  a  recognition  of  their  independence  (hould 
be  made  without  an  equivaknt,  nor  could  he  aflfent  to  a  pro« 
pofitioo-of  the  fame  honourable  member,  that  in  fuch  a  deri* 
li&ion  of  our  claim  to  fuprtmacy  we  gave  no  more  than 
they  already  pofiefled :  True"  it  was  they  had  pofTeffion  pf  a 
lai^  territory,  but  we  had  garrifons  there  which  muft  of 
courfi:  on  fuch  an  admiilion  be  furrendered,  and  he  fiiould 
never  think  the  formal  final  renunciation  of  our  ancient  right 
of  ibvereignty  over  that  country,  to  be  a  ceffion  of  no  value  ; 
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ht  flroul(}  rather  think  it  an  aft  of  Aicb  confcq^ence  at  not  to 
be  warrantable  without  a  very  material  coniideratioa ;  with* 
out  at  leaft  makii^g  it  thc,pricc  of  peace.  He  alfo  cWFcrcd 
extremely  with  that  honourable  gentleman  with  refpeft  to 
tfiii  heartfelt  regret  expreffed  by  the  Sovereign  on -this- un- 
happy dinnemberment  of  the  empire.  Surely  &  heart  fUled 
'  Vitn  patriotic  feelings  like  that  of  his  Majcfty,  and  moft 
e<8ttttcftly  folicirous  for  the  welfare  of  his  people,'  couM,  not 
but  experience  the  dcepeft  forrow  at  an  aft  fo  catamitons  to 
this  country.  Aracrka  was  not  only  one  of  the  brighteft 
^t^»c'U  in  the  crown  ;  but  the  moft  important  poflHBon  to  the 
comtticrce  of  this*  country,  and  the  royal  forrow  was  not  the 
cbuflition  of  pcrlbnal  grief  for  private  fufFcring. "  The  fenfa- 
titStts  of  that  royal  perfoiragc  were  truly  thofe  of  a  patriot 
Xinp:,  and  he  was  aflured  that  his  Majcfty  Celt  himfeif  much 
Icfs  interefted  in  this  facrifice  than  his  peopled  Hi«  Lottlihip 
theh  Adverted  to  the- treaty  of  peace  now  in  agitation  with 
the  houie  of  BourboA  ;  he  was  ready  to  believe  that  it  might 
be  dffadvaptageous  for  his  Majefty^s  fervants  to  ftatethe  difii* 
entities  now  ftanding  in  the  way  of  that  treaty  before  the 
Moufe,  and,  if  fo,  they  were  c^mnletidaUe  for  withholding 
them ;  when  time  was  ripe  for  fuch  a  xommanication)  he 
ciouhted  not  they  would  embrace  the  earlicft  opportvntty  of 
eonfulting  the  legiflature  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  it -knight 
not  be  improper  to  declare,  that  he,  for  one,  would  not  con^ 
fent  to  any  terms  derogatory  to  the  -honour  and  ibtereft  of 
this  country.  Certain  it  was,  that  our  Situation  was  to  be 
rtgardfcd,  but  that  of  oar  enemies  fhould  frUb  be  taken  into 
the  account,  and  fuch  terms  agreed  on,  as,  from  diegen^^l 
teUctve  lituation  of  the  contending  powers,  were  on^tt  fides 
juft  and  rcafonable.  To  tefms  of  peace,  formed  upon  fuch.  a 
fvftem,  he  would  readily  and  chearfdlly  aflenr,  bat  ffaould 
France  or  Spain  be  arrogant  and  trnjaft  in  their  demandt,  as 
he  had  heard  it  whifpered  they  were,  (liould  they  require  ad- 
vantages, to  which  neither  by  iuftice  nor  the  event  of  war  thejr 
were  entitled,  he,  and  he  trufted  every  man  In  that  Houfe,  and 
the  nation  at  large,  would  unanimoufly,  ftrentoufly , .  zca* 
loufly  concur  in  profccuting  the  war  with  vigour.  He  wifli'd 
Minifters,  therefore,  to  ondcrftand  mbft  explicitly  on  what 
terms  they  were  likely  to  find  unanimous  fupport ;  it.  would 
be  found  either  in  an  honourable  peace,  fuch  at  our  fitoation 
entitles  us  to  expeft,  or  in  a  vigorous  war.  In  regard  to  the 
ctt&on  of  Gibraltar^  on  which  much  had  bcenfaid^  he  would 
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oat  ^  ib  far  at  to  aflbrt  thii  that  fort  reft  yfM  ineftimable,  or 
that  k  oegbt  in  no  poffibk  cafe  to  be  giMn^Up.  If  a  peade 
could  Qoocfaerwifebeobtainedy  he  wo^d  no(  poiitiveiy  fay 
that  fucfa  a  facrifice  ooght  not  to  be  mackv  but  this  lie  muil 
begleare  to.  iky,  that  the  price  of  itfliould  be  a  larg^oim^ 
and  that  Mtusfters  Would  be  totally  unjuftiiiable  in  refignifig 
a  poft  lb  hoaoQxable,  foxlear^  arrj  fo  ufeful  to  this  country, 
except  they  get  an  eqoivalent  in  fomethifigof  the  4iighcft  im- 
portaoce.  He  believ^  there  were  few  thiogt  in  the  poiTef- 
(lon  of  Spain  that  cotild  form  an  adequate  compenfation  for 
tbeloisof  Gibraltar;  (he  might  indeed  give  territory  infi- 
nitely more  ex  teoiive,  and  of  more  intrinfic  value ;  butcouki 
(he  gire  any  other  impenetrable  fprtrefs  ?  Let  Miniflers  re« 
colldEly  that  this  poft  was  now  clearly  proved  an  invulnerable 
one,  and  coniider  where  we  can  get  anothe^r-of  the  fame  qua- 
lity. Let  it  alfo  be  confidered  how  extremely  folicitous  the 
Coart  of  Spain  is  to  obtain  it,  and  that  io  every  bargain 
there  is  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  not  only- what  ChefelUr 
is  to  loTe,  but  what  the  buyer  is  to  gain.  He  (incerely  be* 
licved  there  was  no  poiTeflion  of  the  crown  of  Spain  which 
would  not  be  given  as  the  purchaiib  of  Gibraltar.  '  Whether 
fuch  a  ceffioo  was  adually  in  contemplation  or  not,  he  cpuld 
not  tell :  bnt  be  again  reminded  Minifters  that  it  became  them 
to  be  caotious,  and  duly  confider  the  importance  of  what 
they  bai^ained  for. 

His  Lordlhip  alfo  adverted  to  the  afiaifs  in  the  Weft 
and  Eaft-Iodies,  and  thjrew  oat  fonje  hints  t6  Adminiftra- 
tion  on  the  fettlemtnt  of  our  interefts  in  thofe  quarters, 
fhonki  a  treaty  of  peace  be  concluded,  France,  he  faid, 
woold  not,  in  his  opinion,  chufe  to  treat  on  the  footing  of 
mi  pofftdetism  It  was  troe  we  had  loft  ibme  iftaods  in  the 
Wd[l- Indies,  bnt  we  had  taken  St.  Lucia,  which  was  an  aye 
fore  to  the  French  iftands;  we  had  alfodifpofleifed  them  ^f 
their  fettlements  conne£^ed  with  their  fiftiories  on  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland,  and  ftripped  them  of  all  tbcir  continental 
pofts  in  India  :  he  did  not  know,  therefore,  but  a  treaty  qn 
the  footing  of  exchange  might  be  moft  beneficial  to  France, 
and  pof&bly  for  all  parties*  An  honourable  gentleman,  who 
had  fpoken  early  in  the  debate,  had  faid,  that  the  acceding 
to  the  pnoviiional  tenns  took  America  offpur  hands,  and  left 
us  but  three  powers,  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  to  contend 
with.  He  wiflicd  fu&cereiy  tliat  fuch  might  prove  to  be  the 
&ft,  but  he  could  not  .r^ard  it  as  extremely  p/obable.  Im- 
paffiUe  as.il  was fdr  him  to  enter  upon  a  di^puffion  of  teray» 
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With  the  naturexnd  extent  of  which  his  Maj^b^VtMndfters 
bad  not  Qcc^ainftfd  the  Hbnfe,  he  coold  nor  sirgm  in  what 
manner  America  cootd  beconfidered  as  no  longer  ei^ged  in 
a  war  with  w^  'when  {he  had  declared,  (he  could  cnale  no 
disfinitive  pcac^,  till  France  had  agreed  upon  the  tiermt.  He 
was  in  hopes  bis  Majefty^s  Mininers  had  proceeded  with  a 
'treaty  for  a  general  peace  f  as  that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  fcar^ 
ed  this  country  had  tied  herfelf  down  to  nake  a  ceflion  of  con* 
iiderabie  importance,  whenever  the  war  fhould  be  brought  to 
-a''  concluiion,  without  having  any  equivalent  conceflion  on 
the  part  of  any  other  of  th^  bellij^rent  powers  with  whom 
•Great  Britain  was  engaged  in- hoftilities.  A  matter  far  dif* 
ferent  in  his  idea  from  the  deicriptiqn  given  it  by  the  ho* 
nburabic  gentleman  to  whom  he  had  alluded,  who  had  called 
the  acknowledgoiem  of  the  independence  of  America  a  mat- 
ter little  Aiort  of  a  prefent  peace  with  America* 

After  thefe  anddther  curfory  remarks,  his  Lordfhip  again, 
in  the  mod  pointed  and  animaced  language,  cautioned  Admi- 
niftration  againft  concluding  a  peace  from  timid  or  defpond- 
ing  principles,  or  on  any  terms  worfe  than  our  fitnation,  li- 
berality, and  condition,  fairly  confidered^  rendered  neoefia- 
ry.  We  have  heard,  faid  he,  of  fufptcions  an4  jealoulies  ; 
we  have  been  told  that  a  noble  Lord  high  in  office'  is  fuf- 
*  peded  as  to  his  (incerity  by  the  belligerent  powers,  and  that 

their  opinion  of  him  has  retarded  the  conclufion  of  peace  : 
but  let  It  go  forth  to  the  whole  world,  not  as  the  fentiments 
of  one  individual,  or  one  fet  of  men,  but  of  every  mao  with- 
in this  Houfc,  and  of  the  nation  at  large,  that  in  the  quef- 
tion  between  France  and  us  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion 
amongft  us.  We  are  unanimous  in  demanding  an  honoura- 
ble peace,  or  a  vigorous  war  ;  we  will  treat  with  our  enemies 
on  fair,  equitable  terms,  but  no  other ;  and  if  they,  in  the 
hour  of  infolence  or  imaginary  power,  exzSt  degrading,  or 
bard  conditions  of  peace,  we  are  determined  to  profecute  war 
to  the  utinoft,  with  our  lives  aud  fortunes.  In  the  moment, 
'  however,  that  a  fpeedy  peace  was,  and  muft  be  the.  general , 
'  wiih  of  that  Houfe,  he  begged  leavc.to  remind  them  that  we 
were  in  a  ftate  of  aAual  war,  and  that  every  proceeding  in 
Parliament,  however  directed  towards  the  furtherance  of  a 
treaty  of  pacification,  ought  to  be  grounded  on  the  circum- 
ftance  of  our  being  yet  at  war ;  fince  the  only  probable 
means  of  bringing  that  war  to  a  fafe,  a  happy,  and  an  honour- 
able iiTue,  was  to  aflure  bis  Majefty,  and  by  that  aflfaraoce 
to  convince  th«  world,  that  the  Parliameftt  of  Great  Britain 
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were  detormioed  to  ftahll  by  tbeir  Sov^r^gi^  and  fupport 
him  atiU  Iu2ards,  icooer  thAn  accede  tQ  any  terms  of  pact- 
ikation  ib^  were  in  ibe  lea^  degree  di^raceful  or  dtflior 
nourable.  With  regard  to  the  provilioQal  articles  that  had 
beea  agreed  flipaa  with^  Amffrica,  hif  LordAiip  faid,  the  mat* 
tcr  did  not  appear  to  him  altogether  in  the  &oie  point  of  vkvr 
io  which  it  was  evident  it  had  (truck  others.  It  put  u%  09t 
into  aay  precife  fituatioo^  either  of  war  or  peace,  which  (^ 
him  was  neither  very  agreeable^  nor  very  aufpicious. 

He-thcQ  pffoceedftl  to  anfwer  Mr.  Fox's  aflcitioos  on  the 
ftate.of  the  navy.  It  waa^  little  extraordinary  that  the  fame 
hononraUc  gentleman,  wbf>  had  always  reprcfentcd  the  ftate 
of  ofir  naval  power  as  wretched  and  alarming  to  the  w^U 
wifliers  of  this  country^  and  who  had,  when  he  came  into 
admiaiftratioQ  (bme  months  ago,  drawn  a  pidure  of  OQr  nar 
tional  defence  io  that  Houfe  fuflicient  to  make  every  maa 
tremble,  fiuxild  now  ftoutly  affirm,  that  we  had  a  pavy  al>le 
to  combat  with  the  united  fleets  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ! 
and  thai  fo  wooderfol  a  difference  ihould  be  eiFe£Ved  merely 
by  a  change  in  the  Admiralty  department  !  A^l  the  advan- 
tages we  had  obtained,  even. the  glorious  vi^lory  of  Lord 
Rodney,  was  owing  to  the  prefent  tirit  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. He  muft  beg  kave  lo  remind  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, that  it  was  late  in  the  month  of  March,  he  had  (bme 
reafon  to  remember  the  time,  when  the  happy  change  ia 
Adminiftration  took  place.  On  the  12th  of  April  our  n>e- 
moraUe  viAory  in  the  Weft-Indies  was  obtained;  furely 
that  foccefii  eoold  not  be  claimed  by  the  prefent  Board  pif 
Admiralty  !  That  it  was  owing,  under  Provideace,  chiefly  to 
the  valour  and  condu£l  of  oqr  brave  commanders  and  ieamea  ; 
he  had  no  doubt  it  was  pertainly  true,  we  had  a  fleet  more 
numerous  and  better  appointed  than  that  of.  the  enemy^ 
though  the  honourable  gentleman  had  much  about  the  fame 
timeaflerted,  we  were  not  able  to  face  the  Houfe  of  Bourbop 
in  any  quarter  of  the  globe,  and  fince.  that  fortunate  event 
we  had  hfen  in  the  fcale  of  maritime  power.  Surely  it  wfas 
io  a  great  mcafure  owing  to  that  caufe,  for  of  thirty-four 
(hips  of  the  line  under  Count  de  Gr^fle  on  that  memorable 
day,  eight  fail  of  the  line  had  been  taken,  three  had  after- 
wards foundered  at  fea^  and  two  were  for  ev>er  dilabled,  nine 
more  of  their  (hips  had  been  obliged  to  return  to  Europe  fpr 
repain,  and  twelve  more  how  repairing  in  Bofton  harbour, 
in  a  miferable  fitiiation.  But  it  had  been  faid,  *^  great  diJlU 
gcnce  had  been  ufed  in  fitting  out  new  n<ii\s :"  —  be  did  not 
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^oubt  it ;  but  by  what  mcAns  coiild  (o  great  an  addition  be 
made  to  our  navy  in  one  fuoimer,  at  (hips  coald  not  ipring 
up  like  mu(hroons  in  a  night,  onleCs  the  former  AdniraUy, 
by  their  preparations  of  fhtps  and  ftores,  had-  led  the  way  to 
it  ?  He  wifhed  to  detract  from  the  merited  cootmendation  of 
no  man,  but  only  that  praife  fl\ould  not  be  mlfplaced.  He 
would  iay  to  the  prefcnt  naval  Alexander,  ^^.True,  yea 
have  conquered;  but  you  have  conquered  witb  Philip's 
troops.'* 

His  Lordfhip  explaloed  in  what  manner  he  underftood  two 
,    «  paflfages  in  tf^e  fpecch.and  addrefs  to  which  he  was  about  giv- 

ing his  aiTcnt.    The  Arft  was,  that  when  his  Majefty   af- 
cribes  his  acknowledgment  of  American   independence   to 
compliance  **  with  tiie  wilhes  and  opinions  of  his  people," 
that  fuch  a<x>nceflion  was  not  his  own  wiih  and  opinion,  or 
that  of  the  people  at  large.     His  Lordlhip  faid,  he  did  not 
mean  by  his  concurrence  with  this  addrefs  to  admit,  but  he  un- 
derftood this  paiTage  as  attending  merely  to  the  vote  of  that 
Houfe,    which,    in  empowering  his  Majefty  to  treat  with 
America  on  the  footing  of  indef)end6nce,  clearly  conveyed 
fuch  a  wi(h  ;  and,  as  he  was  alwa'ys  of  opinion  that  the  voice 
of  the  Houi'e  of  Commons  (hould  be  taken  by  his  Majefty *s 
councils  for  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  that  fenfe  the  pailage 
in  queftion  was  juftifiable.    The  other  part  requiring  expla- 
nation, was  a  plaudit  inferted  in  the  addrefs  of  thole  mea- 
fures  that  had  been  adopted  for  reftoring  peace  with  America, 
and  to  this  too  he  had  no  objef^ion  in  hit  own  acceptation  of 
it.     He  was  ready  to  thank  his  Majefty  for  concluding  a  pro* 
vifional  treaty,  as  a  ftep  apparently  tending  to  a  iinal  pacifi- 
cation :  but  as  the  terms  of  that  treaty  had  not  been  com- 
municated to  the  'Houfe,  he  dcftred  to  be  underftood  as  giving 
4nerely  a  general,  not  a  particular,  appr6l)ation  to  it,  reierv- 
.  ing  to  himfclf  full  power,  without  any  imputation  of  incon- 
liftency,  to  oppofe  or  difapprove  hereafter  the  conditions  of 
it,  when  they  fliould  be  divulged ;  and  here  his  Lordihip 
took  occaiion  once  more  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  on  the  nego- 
ciation  with  France.     He  held  forth  again,  in  the.moft  i'pi- 
rited  language,  the  alternative  of  honourable  peace  or  vigo« 
rous  war.     All  private  feelings,  faid  he,  give  way  with  me, 
and  T  doubt  not  with  every  member  of  Uiis  Houie,  in  a  qoer. 
tion  between  my  country  and  her  enemies.    Whatever  dillike 
or  hatred  I  tnay  entertain  of  any  individual  fellow- fubje£t,  he 
or  my  deadlieft  foe,  is  dearer  than  a  brotlier,  be  he  French, 
Spanifb,  Dutchi,  or  even  American,  whofe  Iword  is  drawn 
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againft  the  intn-cfts  of  fsj  coubtrjr*    True,  -we  mighl  ba^ 
divifioQs  arooflg  oarfelres ;  there  might  be  diftioQ  parties^ 
and  iattrnal  contcntioas  about  abftraft  queftions  of  cooftitu- 
tioo,  which  heated  the  minds  lof  men,  4nd  gave  rife  to  much 
debate  and  no  little  animofity  :  but  in  the  great  queftion  be^ 
tweca  Britain  and  faerenediies,  there  was  no  divilion,  no^ 
party,  no  contention  ;  they  were  but  one  miin,  they  fpoktf 
wiih  one  voice,  and  fo  they  auihorifcd  their  Mioifters  to  tell* 
their  enemies.     The  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  had  iaid, 
that  we  gave  away  nothing,  in  granting  the-independeQce  of 
America.   He,  for  his  part,  thought  the  folemn  avowal  of  that  • 
independence^  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a  very  melan- 
dioly,  a  very  fcrious,  and  a  very  important  matter;  and  he* 
hoped,  when  the  time  came  that  the  provifionai  terms  upoa- 
which  it  had  been  conceded  were  laid  before  Parliament,  it 
would  appear  that  Admiftratioti  had  taken  care  to  mark  oat 
proper  boundaries,  agreed  upon  between  Great  Britain  and 
America,  fo  that  this  coohtry.  might  derive  feme  advaotagief ' 
from  her  reroa'ming  pofleflions  on  the  American  continent* 
Charles-town,  Savannah^   and  New-York^   he  look  it  for 
granted,  were  already  eVacuftied  ;  care  ought  thtitfore  to  be 
taken  to  ptevent  the  American  army  from  turning  its  forco- 
upon  Canada  :  and  if  we  had  tied  ourfelvtfs  down  to  certaia 
terms  tending  towards  a  peace  with  America,  he  hoped  fome*^ 
thing  bad  heco  done.to  prevent  o\tr  having  granted  more  than 
we  drained,  or  given  away  what  we  ihould  find  we  ou^t  ' 
not  to  have  parted  with,    ^ith  regard  to  the  enormous  iize 
of  the  national  debt,  undoubtedly  it  was  an  objeft  worthy  of       , 
attention,  and  the  foooer  it  was  leiTened  the  better :  but  n<y 
deb^  no  diftrefles,  iought  to  induce  us  to  accede  to  a  peace, 
die  terins  of  which  were  unreasonable  or  improper  in  our  pre^ 
ientfituatioD*  It  had,  he3cnew,  been  hinted,  that  France  had 
made  ezborbitant  and  unjuft  demands.  In  negociating  peace^ 
it  behoved  Minifters,  as  he  had  faid,  not  merely  to  look  at 
our  own  diftrefles  ;  they  ought  to  examine  and  compare  the 
rcrpe£tivc.fiiuation8  of  each  country,  and  from  a  view  of  the 
whole,  and  a  welUdigefted  balance  of  theftate.of  each,  ta 
form  the  grounds  of  treaty.    The  fucceA  of  the  laft  cam« 
paign  had  been  great  and  glorious  :  it  was  now  evident,  we 
were  nearly,  if  not  quite,  upon  a  footing  with  the  enemy  at 
iea  everywhere.     Without  entering  minutely  into  the  dif«' 
cufiion  of  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord  lately  fent  into  the 
Mediterranean^    coniidering  the  fpirit  and  bravery  of  the 
French  and  Spaniih  o^crs  and  men,  it  was  evident  that  the 
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Sp^ftnifh  (hips  had  feme  internal  weaknefs  or  deArft,  or  a  fu- 
perior  force  of  fach  enemies  Wdttld  never  hitvt  avoideil  battle 
with  one  dtat  was  inferior!  S{iann,  every  body  knew,  was 
driven  to  the  taft  extremity  to  mife  fiipplies.  America  bad 
DO  money  ;  (he  had  ttied  the  paper  fchftne  ttil  it  bad  died 
away,  and  proved  of  no  avail :  me  had  at  laft  been  drivm  to 
the  only  prbbable  refonrce^  and  attempred  to  raife  money  bv 
ttxesr;  that  attempt  whoHv  faikJ  :  and  France  war  berfclf 

Satly  diftreffed  indeed.  Holland  had  proved  aa  inconiider^ 
e  enemy,  nor  was  HoU&nd  likely  to  do  ui  mtidi  fe^iooyroif- 
cbtef.  All  t'hefe  circuniftances  were  to  be  taken  inio  riie  con- 
fideration  of  Miniftetrs  in  the  treaty  now  going  forward;  and 
f&  this  they  were  to  add^  that  we  ourfelvcs  were  tiot  come  to 
the  end  of  our  refources ;  nor.£i  tkjefted^in  ouriminds,  at  to 
ftar  the  continuance  of  war,  if  war  was)  neceflary.  ^Above 
artl  things  he  traded,  thdt  in'ther:provtfional  agreemenr  with 
America,  care  hiid  been  taken  to  provide  an  aiylvm  for  the 
loyal  and  tfrrhappy  people  whain  all  this  long  ftru^le  had 
Gontinoed  faithful  to  their  .Sovereign,-  and  had  conHequently 
hnmnred  the  ccttfure  of  thnj*  cdcrntrymenj  and  bad  been  dri* 
Yen  from  their  fortunes.  He  fa<d  no  doubt  bat  an  agreement 
was  made;  by  which  an  adequate  proviiion  was.  to  be  made 
for  thefe  peopke^  He  ohferved,  that  the  Minifter  was  charged 
with  having  done  that  which  he  had  previoofly  declared 
would  ruin  the  empire,  and  canCe  the  faa  of  oar  glory  to  fet 
forever.'  ^This^he  faid,  was  not  fair'-*- it  was  not  to  be 
diatged  tottie  Earlof  Shelborn^,  but  to  themfclves  ;  for  if 
the  fun  of  Britain  was  fet,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  the 
magician  wtto  i>iad'  brooght  it  dp«rn  from  the  ikies. 
.  His  LordiHip  alfo  noticed  what  Mr.  Fox  had  fatd  vefpeA- 
»ng  his  ideas  of  the  legality  of  fubfcribing  Turns  for  the  ufe  of 
Government.  He  qudted  Lord  Hardwicke^,  to  prove  that 
that  great  lawyer  had  decisively  declared  it  was  perfectly  le- 
fA  :  his  Lordfhtp  added,  that  he  had  ever  thought  fo^  but 
at'thei  fame  time  he  agreed,  that  the  expenditure  ought  to  be 
accounted  for  to  that  tioufe,  as  much  as  the  exp^nditdre  of 
any  other  public  moncy«  Helavgbed  at  the  idea  of  calling 
it*  Sbip-money,  and  ibewed,  that  what  had  been  formerly  fo 
termed  wasnot  illegal^  becaufe  of  its  aj^ication  to  the  build* 
ing  of  ihips,  but  becaufe  it  had  been  forced  from  the  fubjeds 
by  the  Privy  Council,  without  rhe  content  and  ooncutrence 
of  that  Houfe.  He  explained  alfo  the  nature  of  what  had 
been  falfcly  termed  benevolences.  Benevolences,  fudi  as  we 
have  formerly  heard  of,  were  illegal,  becaufe  they  were  not 
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bcftevoleneet.  If  they  had  been  voluntary,  inftcad  oF  being 
extorted,  they  would  havc'bccu  pcrfcftly  conftitutional  J  fof 
it  was  the-  indifputahte  flodrihe  of  the  Conftitution^  that  no 
iBoney  ihall  be  taken  fttim  the  pocket  of  the  fubjeft  without 
his  cotofent  •  but  with  his  confent,  given  eithet  by  his  reprc- 
fentatives  or  himfelf,  nothing  can  be  more  clearly  conftitu- 
tiofuJ.  He  declared,  that  voluntary  gifts  to  Government^ 
ibch  as  one  be  had  heard  mentioned,  though  from  Us  iize  it 
might  remain  unexampled  in  a  century,  did  the  donor  the 
higheft  honour,  and  might  be  produQiv^  of  the  beft  confe- 
({oences,  as  alt  public  ft^blbriptions  of  individuals  ever  were. 
To  prove  this,  his  Lordfliip  inftanced  the  cafe  of  France, 
after  the  treaty  of  Gertroyenbem,  and  fiid,  it  might  hap- 
pen that  the  government  of  this  country,  in  confequenee  of 
extraordinary  calamity  and  ill  fuccefs,  ihould  find  itfelf 
obliged  to  apply  to  the  people ;  in  which  cafe,  the  liberal  fub- 
fcriptioos  of  the  higher  gentry  would  operate  moft  beneficial- 
ly, by  caufing  the  poorer  ranks  of'  the  people  to  bear  with 
chearfulnefs  ^e  burthens  neceflarily  impofed  upon  them. 
For  thefe  reafons,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  hoped,  that  no  no* 
tions  of  refined  (peculation  upon  the  conftitutionality  of  the 
pradice  wouM  be  ^welt  and  rcafoned  upon,  (ince  it  could 
anfwer  no  good  end,  but  might  damp  that  noble  fpirit  of  gc^ 
nerousand  hearty  fupport  of  Government,  which,  by  Ihcw- 
ing  that  the  people  were  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  their  coun^* 
try,  was  the  beft  means  of  convincing  ourenemies  of  the 
little  ground  there  was  for  thein  to  hope  by  perfeverance  to 
drive  us  into  humiliation  and  defpondency* 

After  defcanting  on  thefe  particulars,  his  Lordfhip  deiired 
that,  in  not  oppofing  the  Addrefs,  he  might  not  be  hereafter 
deemed  liable  to  the  charge  of  having,  by  his  aiTent  that  day, 
precluded  himfelf  from  objefting  to  the  particulars  of  the  pio- 
vifional  terms  with  America,  mould  they,  when  laid  before 
the  floufe,  appear  to  him  to  be  6bje£kionable ;  and  having 
eaforced  thitdefirein  fuch  an  explicit  manner,  as  rendered  it 
impof&ble  for  him  to  be  mifunderftood,  his  Lordfhip  con* 
cbded  with  again  earhedly  recommending  that  Houfc  to  be 
unanimous  on  the  prefent  Occaiion,  in  order  to  convince  our 
enemies  that  nothing  but  an  honodrabte  peace  fhould  prevent 
a  vigorous  continuance  of  the  war  on  the  part  of  Great  £ri- 
tain^ 

Mr.  Fox  hidy  in  anfwer  to  the  noble  Lord's  aflcrtion,  refpcc-  Mr.  Fa* 
ting  the  brilliancy  of  the  12th  of  April,  and  the  efFcft  it  had 
produced  on  the  naval  fuperioritv  of  the  campaign,  that  he 
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ftjited  tke  beac^tof  unantmity  in.  the  prcffptr  jho^H-^  and 
lie  had  pSiid  proper  and  becoltiing  attention  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  nation,  in  forming^  his  ideas  q£  what  we 
ought  to  expert, '  and' what  we  rtiulttruft'lo  in/tbe  peace  to 
be  conduded.  That  we  tauft  in  our  ncpo^iaiion  with  the 
enemy  take  iji^o  our  view  aU  the  relative  circuq^ftan^efi  of  the 
belligerent  powersy  and  that  concei&ons  and  iacrifices  OHift  be 
inade.agreeablp.to  tliem  was  clear,  .beyond  ^H  qyeilion;  anj 
therefore  bcniuft  aifert  that  what 'Mr.  Fox  had  advanced 
with  refpcA.to  the  general  propolitions  being  carri^  too 
■far,  iind  that  ceilion,  if  not  ftrifVly  limited,  would  be  bigbly 
'unJQ^ifiable^ — all  thi^,  he  faid^  was  not  ibrlAly  copiiftsnt  witb 
what  liie  had  beard  fome  time  ago  advanced  in  that  Hpu(e» 
when  it  was  laid,  '-  that  hardly  any  peace  could  be-a  |bad 
one  in  our  prcfent  circumftanccs."/,  Now^  howeYfr.langu^« 
was  altered,  and  it  was  faid  that  cellion  might  be  carric4 
too  far.  , 

His  Majefiy V  Minifters  were  uncertain  what  would  be 
the  event ;  "but  he  trufted  every  thine:  was  io.a  forward  and 
cflPeQual  train  of  completing  tbe^bwneft,  whkh  was  his 
'Majeftv^s  moll  carncft  wifh  i  and  he  adured  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleiiaani  it  was  equally  the  wifh  of  Jiis  Minifters, 
For  bis  part)  be  faid  it  w^^s  ikcnear^ft  wifli  of  his  hcai't  to 
fee  an  honoujrable ,  and  lafiing.  peace  ^  and  whaiever  coudgiU 
bis  (ituation  obliged  him  to  givo^r  as  being  one  of  the  King's 
Couhfellors,  thQ^igh  be  was  confcious  his*  youth  and  inex- 
perience reivdcred  It  rather  too  much  for  him  to  oppofe,  or 
give  bis  opinions  nrhong  thofe  of  tvanfcendent  abilities  and 
c]cperience,.  he  did  decLirc  his ^d vice  always  did  and  would 
tend  to  that  dcfirable  objiifti  At  tl>e  fame  tiopie  that  if 
the  di(po{itio;is  of  his  Sovereiga  wese  /ruQrated  by  any  ex- 
travagant den>ands,  he  wouli  alfo  prefume  t^  .^dyife  «  per* 
feverance  iii  tjlie  war.  On  the  principle,  notwithftanding 
the  ruinous  exp.cnces  that  attended  its  progrefs  hithertoi^  ihal 
the  relative  fituations  of  our  enemies,  as  well  as  the  events 
of  the  pampaigp^  entitled  us  to  denaand  fuch  tennis. ^  weie 
conCftcnt  with' ihc  fuperiority  we^ilii.ll.maintained^  uotwiib- 
A^nding  tjie  lofing  io  great  a  part. of  thc^ritiili  dependent 
ties,  by  the  grancin^  away,  or  the  lofs  of  Ameripa, 

'  Tbc  noble  Lord  dWircd,  tbat  he  might  .not  be  cpn&dered 
as  pledged  to  the  approbation  of  the  orovifional  articles  which 
bad  beenfigned  **at..Pans.^  The  Minifliers  of  theKjog  by  no 
ineans  intended  that"  any  man,  in  agreeing  to  the  addrcfs, 
Yhould  be  bound  to  the  approbation  of  thole  articles.    They 
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viflied  geofttemea  to  be  boandto  no  tnora  thaa^  the  latter  amt 
cviiieDt  oieaningof  the  addtefs  went  to;  ivhidi  was  to  thank . 
his  Mijefty  for  having  cohclnded  an  agrecilienti  by  vriiidi 
the  Ai^ericaa  qucffioa,  dtacAood  intho  way  of*  a  ncgocta<*' 
t!OQ  wtth  the  faeUigercnt  {HMrert,  was  'xttno^cd^  and*  the  road 
cleared  to  a  treaty  for  affsonral  and  henourabte  peace.  Thofe 
provifional  articles  coqU  not  in  dicir  natere  be  immediacdy 
l;iid  before  Paj-liament ;  gentlemeD  would  fee  d^  importance 
of  tbf  ohje6b  on  which  his  Mijefty^s  Minifters  were  now  e^i- 
ployed;  hot  he  had  thoaCirfince  that  they  wooid-be  laid  be* , 
fore  the  Hoofo  in  the  ooarfb  of  a  few  days;  wfatn  the  delicacy 
xhu  at  prefoat  withheld  them  would  be  removed,  and  Pftflia*' 
meat  woahl  have  an  opportunity  of  deciding  on  the  condnft 
of  hisMajeft^'t  Miaiftera.    In  the  mean  time  they  wiflied* 
that  their  condnft  niightbe particularly  iocpired  into*   They 
dcfired  that  every  paragra{di  and  fentence  of  the  addreft  might 
b^  examined,  that  eentlenien  from  every 'fide  of  the  Hoiafii* 
wouU  dettvor  their  lendomnts  00  the  mauer,  and  he  afluced' 
tbeax'.  dial  the  fentinxenis  of  the  Houfe  would  be  coHeftad, 
and  their  ien&  be  paid  that  refpe£k  to,  which  it  always  ought* 
tpbe. 

Mr.  Burht  fjooke  next,  and  like  the  other  Mennbera,  who  Mr.  Burke, 
had  delivered  their  fentiivents,  faid,  he  did  not  nfiean  %et  pro*  * 
pofe  any  aowadmrnt  to  the  addrefs,  ahhough  he  was  not 
over  and  above  pleaicd  wleh  the  fpeech.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exche^ier'had  iamenttd  many  things,  whidi  he  iakl» 
to  be  c^baitDDft  in  hia  fltuatioa,  and  amosng  other  things, 
very  mndh  to  hia  aAodifhihenf,  he  had  lamented  hia  ye«Rh. 
He  cocdd  not  lee  the  neceffity  for  fuch  lamentations,  at  ho 
very  fiocerely  believed  the  nation  v^ould  have  little  canfe  to 
join  in  them  on  that  feore,  and  he  wifhed  tp  Heaven  they 
could  confide  as  foUy  and  implicitly  in  the-  honour  of  other 
members  of  the  Adniniftraition,  as  they  could  in  that  of  the 
young  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman in  a  very  animated  ftylc,  arraigned  the  fpeech  from 
the  Throne  with  x  fjpecica  of  delofion,  and  iofinuation,  which 
he  conceived  to  be  of  a  very  'dangerous  naturd.  His  Ma- 
jeily  was  made  to  fay,  that  hehad  kcriiiced  his  own  confider* 
attom,  not  m  the  neceffity  of  the  c^fe,  but  to  the  advice  of 
his  Parliament,  and  by  this  means  the  whole  of  the  confe-^ 
quences  which  were  fatd  to  be  apprehended  from  their  want 
of  inonarchyi,  were  flun?  in  the  teeth  of  ^rtiantent. 

This  he  conceived  to  be  an  inftaoce  of  the  duplicity  of  the 
Minift^^  extremely  confifkiit  with  the  general  tenor  of  hia  ' 
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cboduft.    Tberc  was  fotxiething  in  this,  neither  imaIt  nor 
generous.    It  was  a  little,  lav,  leftnbanded  policy  which  the 
Americans  would  defpife,  and  which  no  nation  would  refpefi^. 
It  was  making  his  Majefty  do  that  wixK(heepi{hnefs  which  he 
might  have  £nb  with  grace.  It  was,  ja  fafi,  to  make  him  (ay:, 
that  he  jdid  it  againll  wiidom^  againft  good  fenfr,  againil 
necef&ty,   againft  policy,  in  conftrained  obedience  to  the 
advice  of  an  ill-judging  Houfe  of  Commons.    Snch  was  the 
Uogiiage  which  Minifters  had  pot  into  the  mouth  of  their 
Sovereign;  and  fuch  was  the  refpeA  which  they  had  paid  to 
that  Houfe.    The  calamities  of  the  war  were  not  taken  into 
the  account;  the  circumftances  of  the  country ;  the  impofli* 
biiity  of  a&tng  otherways  were  all  overlooked;  and  it  was 
charged  upon  that  Houfe  alone.    Oh,  the  mean,  (hort<-fight- 
cd  wifdom  of  fuch  proceeding !  how  muft  furrounding  na« 
tions  feel,  when  they  fee  the  King  of  Britain  made  to  i'peak 
in  fuch  a  ftrain  ?  ioftead  of  coming  forward  with  dignity, 
tp  yield  to  the  neceffit)^  which  the  madnefs  of  former  Minif- 
ters had  impofed,  he  is  taught  to. whine,  and  afcribe  to  a  re- 
folution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  what  was  clearly  the 
hand  of  Providence,  in  a  fevere  punilhment  of  our  condu&« 
Then  he  is  made  to  fall  upon  his  knees  to  deprecate  the  wrath 
of  heaven,  and  pray  that  this  mifguided  people  may'  not 
fufFer  the  confequeoces  of  the  want  ^of  monatchy.    Mo- 
narchy is  made  the  fubje£l  of  his  Majefty's  moft  earneil 
prayers;  and  this  people,  who  never  were  defigned  by  Hea- 
ven  for  tnonarchy— -who  are  in  their  natures  adverie  to 
monarchy — who  never  had  any  other  than  the  fmell  of  mo- 
narchy, at  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand  miles — are  now 
tp  be  guarded  by  the  prayers  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  confeauences  ot  that  lofs,  which»  through  a  refb- 
lution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  they  have  incurred  !  he 
dwelt  on  this  idea  with  great  energy,  and  argued,  that  it 
would  have  been  wife,  and  proper  to  have  talked  in  fuch  a 
xi)oment,  not  in  a  whimpering  ftile  of  affeded  and  unmean- 
ing piety  ;  for  nothing  could  be  fo  unmeaning,  as  prayers  of 
fuch  a  nature;  but  in  a  generous  and  manly  ftile,  by  which 
the  American  people  would  have  been  led  to  believe  that  we 
were  really  cured  of  our  follies,  and  were  brought  at  laft 
to  think  and  a&  like  men. 

He  adverted  particularly  to  the  obfervations  which  had 
been  made  on  the  conceilions  to  be  made  as  the  price  of 
peace.  He  faid,  he  detefted  generalities.  There  was  no  ar- 
guing from  proportions  that  had  no  latitude  ;  and  therefore, 
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the  laogQwe  of  the  honotirible  ^ntlemaa  vriio  reconded  ifi« 
inoti«n,  matever  cood  pospofe  it  might  anfwer,  in  ffe^iQZ 
the  piiUe  of  the  Hoofe^  cpald  hardly  be  broo^t  to  the  teft 
of  argument  and  examination.  With  rcfpcft  to  Gibr^ltar^ 
which,  he  had  patticulariy  hinted  at,  he  hoped  the  arnmem* 
which  haKl  been  lb  powerfully  ur^d  would  0iew  Minifter* 
that  they  moft  nAt  dare  to  feort  with  the  feelings  of  the  na* 
tion,  in  rnard  16  an  objeft  lo  juftly  dear  to  them.  The  for -^ 
treft  of  Gmralt^r  i^as  invaldable,  becaofe  in>pregnable.  No 
other  poft  whtcik  the  Spai>iards  could  give  you  had  that  re- 
commendation ;  and  as  a  ]feft  of  war,  a  poft  of  power,  a 
poft  of  commerce,  a  poft  which  made  you  valuable  to  your 
friends  and  dreadful  to  your  enemies ;  that  which  gave  you 
the  command  in  the  diftri£k  of  ocean  where  it  lay  ;  that 
which  was  the  incootcftiUe  evidence  of  vour  pre-eminence 
and  power ;  that  of  all  other  placet  was  what  you  ought  with 
the  moft  rdigious  determination  to  maintain*  He  averred^ 
that  the  &og  of  Spain  had  not  an  appendage  on  his  crowoi 
which  he  could  give,  equal  to  Gibraltar*  The  capitals  of 
Peril  and  Mexico  were  out  of  the  queftion.  An  uncioathfd 
territory  could  not  be  equal  to  this  rock.  If  they  were  to 
ofier,  as  he  had  no  doubt  but  they  would,  the  iiland  of  Porto 
Rico  for  it,  it  was  not  an  adequate  cofiipenfation ;  and  hf 
warned  men  againft  being  cheated  by  the  idea  of  an  cxten« 
five^  rich,  and  profitable  territory  being  given  in  exchange 
for  a  have  rock.  Porto  Rico  was  in  every  fcnfe  of  the  word 
an  ondoathed  territory.  All  the  wealth  of  Spain  had  not 
been  equal  to  its  cultivation  ;  and  we  had  .a  fufficient  evi« 
dence  in  om-  owniflands  of  the  difficult v  and  expence  of  cuU 
tivating  a  territory.  The  Grenadas^  though  their  value  bad 
been  lb  much  and  fo  wildly  extolled  on  their  acquifition,  were 
ndt  yet  more  than  one  half  cloathed,  and  they  had  not  paid 
the  expence  they  had  incurred.  But  befides  thia  material 
circumftance^  the  great  and  folid  advantage  of  Gibraltar  vras» 
that  it  gave  you  an  indtfpi(toble  command  in  a  moft  impor- 
tant fea  ;  by  which  the  nations  of  Europe  would  covet  your 
afBftaoc^  for  which  th<j  would  become  your  allies^  and  by 
which  you  may  be  able  to  render  the  fainily  compaft  a  dclt^ 
five  and  an  ufelefs  thing.  Such  were  the  advantage*  to  be 
obtained  from  the  fortrels  of  Gibraltar ;  and  therefore  it  waa 
fomething  more  than  what  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
called  it,  a  poft  of  pride,  or  a  poft  of  lionour;  it  was  a  poft 
of  power ;  a  poft  of  fuperiority ;  a  poft  of  connedion ;  and 
a  poft  of  commerce. 
Vol.  IX^  G  la 
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-  (h  regard  ttf^  dbe  manner  in  v«AiGh<d»lM]iiifterha<l,  inthe 
eonrki  of  thift  ftkHimcr,  proceedod  fio4|abfy  inn>  effciSb  thenplaa 
of  refbrntf  whicfa  he  had  the  honour  to  -propofc  tD  tbat  Houie, 
aild'whicii  hid -been  t^ried  into  iaw,-hedviclaiilicd  all  pre- 
teAlions  to  any  fhareof  the  merit  of'it*- :.  Their  una  oner  war 
eilti'refy  tlieir  owh ;  and  he  wo^ld  take  vpoa  htm  tol  faof^  that 
it  #asr  as  mean  and  inbUman,  as  his^^s  pobHcamkgtMtotas* 
He -had  ain)ed  only*at  thedeftru^lion.bf  parKameiytarjr  ir^n- 
ence,  and  of  finectires  forparliambntary  men ;  buttliey  had 
rimed  their  blows  at  poor  inferior  officers  of  twenty,'  thirty ^ 
sind  forty  pounds  a  year,  Avhich  fv^salltheir  dependanoeand' 
fbpppit,  aftera  tifoof  fervice  for  tbeni&lves  and  thtfir  families* 
He  meant  to  dtfturb  no  individual  in  his  polfeilion  ;  his'oeco- 
Aoi^y'wasgibntle  as'well  as  fyftematic,  and  was  Calculated  tbf 
permanency  qs  welt  a^  vie.  He  conclnded  with  faying,  that 
(hotigh  he  oy  noiiieftns  approved  of  many  parts  of  the  fpeech^^ 
and  thotigbt  it  in  the^hole  a  coIieAioa  of  onmeaning  .pro- 
felons  and  of  und^ferved  lelf-'praifis,  yet  he  ^yould  not  dif-* 
turb  the  tmibn  '  of  rhe  day,  by  pmpoiing  any  amcndi»<nt 
Whatever ;  but  would  content  htinfetf  with  decJariog,  tbat  he 
thattked  hit  Majcfty  for  having  concluded  a  provifional  agree* 
ment)  by  which  we  had  at  laft  got  fid  of  the  American  war, 
t-eferving'to  bimfelf  at  the  fame  time  bis^  freedom  to  difap* 
prove  of  that  proviiional  agreement,  if  he  fboidd  think  It 
fatilty. 
Kiai^7^  '  ^''  7?/^^  Afiiwi^  fpoke  warmly  in  commendatim  of  the 
Earl  of  bhetburne,  and  profefled  ta  entertain  iroplieit  truft 
in  the  integrity  qf  his  Adminiftration. 
General  *  General  Smith'  concluded  the  converfatlon,  by  adverting 
Smith  (hortly  to  the^aragraph  in  the  King's  fpecch,  which  regarded 
fhe'Edft  Imlia  queftion.  He  trufted  that  that  Honfe  would 
pay  ft  very  particukir  attention  to  that  fufajed,  and  take 
care  that  what  they  did  in  the  laft  fefljoa  (bould  not  be 
ufldone* 

The  Speaker  now  put  the  queftion  for  the  Addreft,  and  it 
¥ra»  agreed  to  nomine  contraJianti. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  Addcefs,  to  be 
Teported  the  next  day, 
'    Adjourned. 

December  6. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houlc,  that  he  had  received^ 
from  the  right  honourable  Lord  Rodney,  a  letter,  in  return 
to  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  fignified  to  him  by  Mr*  Speaker, 

in 


u  chcifcfice  tp  ^heii^ixypff^ndg  of  the.  ^^4^V,9^  'A^Ar  ^^.'^ 
ikJaft.f^lBoi).of,Paflia<DCi\t.*     ;  .]'.    .     -  ,^' , 

Mi^f/cr^^rOHgbt  up^^he  report^ from  the^Pommittce  ^f^jMt*'^^tkt. 
pointed  to*  dcsrw  isp  the,  2jiif^is  of  thauk&  'to.rl>i5..AIajt.Ity^ 
Asf(x^MKvfa6rc?rf,.  .     .'.  „         ,  .f   .:',   \;  .    '*..., 

one  Of  t^o  pmits  ^tnpt  liadbacii  urged  inJai^  ^glit'^  ^c))a(CSf 

ofvhiGl^t^f»;^iSi)tjra|,  i^\a,  parliament^iry  fenfe^  ^99^'^ 

tinuatioQ )  ii\  that  ckl^ate^^ujud  bcGh-aderted  bv  aa  ha4 

Bouiabi^pt€Ki^ejr,,"^iqiglii^-wa^ighd  to  'fep,.i^  pis  place, 

that  ib«:9riJbfl3t^gha4jru&ix^4^igra£«.h^^         late  expe^ 

dittoi)  under  Lor^d  Ho^^^^s'thism'asan  ^cf(^qu  >iduch .ought 

tobewcti  fuppo(ted^  1>efoTc  it  ilioL||fl  *gqia  the  le;\ft  jC^re<)i| 

to  th<;  fHf^i^tHQt  of  on«.  of  the  greatcfb  o£qer;  that  thi^  coun-* 

trf  bfid  €ve4r  .prf>duced}  .an  oiGcer,    of, whom  the  ^^t^tI^ 

fpoke  in  the  ihigheft  term&of  appkuUe^  auf^er,  \^'ha  had 

in  the  moft  gallant  mauner^  und^tak^n  tQ  /throw  relief  ijitq 

Gibralt^^'Ot  a  time -that  he  had  a  jri^ht^to^expc(£l  that  h« 

mud  hff^  fpugbt  his  way  through,  a,  fl^et  greatly  fuperpr 

of  hisewn^and  whofe  n^a^oeuvreson  tJb^tqqcaGqn  had  filled 

the  fi^igU^iUiJig  natiplls  wkh  a(loniiiiD[i&nt,<aod^ioqdhin> 

Ga      ''•^^'*  ■  their 

,  S,  XhtrfaUQWiBg  it  a  copy  of  the  aoblc^  LordU  letter  : 

I  AM  now  to  fblicifi  jour  kiud  acceptance  'ot  mv  bcfl  and  vvarmcft 
acknowle'ijgqients,  for  your  polite  communicaiion  of  the  fignal  di/linc* 
tloa  whieh  the  honourable  Hpufc  of  Comtngns  liate  *  been  gracioufly 
plcafed  ro  cottfcr  uj^on  mC,  by  their  tote  of  tftSWks',  far  the  Ihare  I  had 
in  tW;  tffidn  6f  the  i  ith  bf  April  agaitifl  the  Prebcfi  fleet.  To  fulfil 
thcwlftc^,  fend  execute  rite  comfnaod  of  mfSbWreign^  wat  my  duty  | 
to  cMUMod  a  fleet  lb  well  appointed,  both 'i.n.offiGctv. and  imen,  was 
oiy  good  foffttme»  af,  bytMr,  jindauoted  fpirit  md  v»lpur,  uader  Jh^ 
Tvoe  ProfSd49ic<^  the  glory  of  tbat  day  was  ac%uircd«  -Unequal  to  the 
CaiL  9f  e»f  itiiing*  in  language  adequate  to  my  fccling|y  the  high  renf^ 
I  eateirtaiB  .of'thii  ixpeatcd  tcftimoaial  of  ihcir  bonovfdble  atteutioo»  I 
rely  ^cJ^ljJ^  Sir,  .lipgn  your  kind  aid,  to  convey  to  the  Houfc  of 
Commoas  my  heartfelt  gratitude  for  their  coridcfcendJng  approbation 
of  my  fcfvices ;  as  alfo  my  aifuranccs  that,  whilft  I  have  health  enough 
toarf,  I  /hall  ever  confider  the  remaming  portion  of  my  life  devoted 
tothc.com'Aia3d"»of  my  SoWrwgfi  and  ofmy•count^y• 
^  -Ithav^  the  honour  to  rei^iiy,  wxthth6'h%;hdil:rerpeA', 
•:   c  •  i"  *  '      8  I  R,^ 

.*  J.    Ift^urmoft  obedient  find  moH  humi^lc  fenrant, 

,^  .  '  R  O  D  NR  Y^ 

The^iglitTIon.  C.  W.  Coinwsjl,  &c.  &c.  &<;. 
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t!irei^niiiverffl«ppffobttion«tidmItafe.    And  yet  ttie  ho- 
.  nourable  mtmber  faid  the  Britiflt  htg  had  been  tarniihed  on 
that  occafibn  i  in  oBttVf  boxvcvef^  *iii^hofe  teftim6ny  oii  this 
head  muft  have*  mott  weight  tbaittliat  of  the  honourable 
member,  beeaufe  he  was  an  eye-wichleni  to  >^tiat  he  had 
'    ^keof,  held  a  rery^  different  hngcraget*  General  Efliott 
•     was  th^  officer  to  whom  he  alluded^,  that  gallant  man  favir 
from^his  garrifon  the  manbuvres  ^f  {lOrd  Howei  and  in  a* 
letter  to  a  friend  in  this  cmintrj,    made  ufeof  this  re- 
markable eapreffion  :  ^<  What  ail  abU  officer  Lofd  Howe  is  ! 
He;iven  long  pr^fcrVe  his  Hfe !  he  was  boni  to  be  the  fliield 
and' bulwark  of  htrtountrv  !**    TbTay  that  the  Britilh  flag 
had  been  tamiflied  m  his  nands,  \i^s  to  fay  what  Icarcely  a 
fecotid  man  would  believei  and  he  vras  the  mok«  furprifed 
to  find  it  come  fifom  fuch  a  quarter  ;  for  it  apf  eared  rather 
furprifing  that  the  honourable  member  Oiould  endeavour  to 
take  a  mote  frbih  the  eye  of  Ae  noble  Lord,  while  there  wa« 
abeam  inhisbwh!  but  as  the  honourable  member's  own 
cdnduft  at  Port  Praya  v^2§,  he  lindcffto^d,  Ihbrtty  to  be 
Submitted  to   the  coniideration  6(  another  tribunal^    he 
would  not  fay  a  ii^rd  more  on  the  fiibjeA^  befeaoili  he  who 
ftobd  up  for  the  charaAer  of  Lord  Howe,  could  not  be  con- 
fiftenti  if  he  were  to  attempt  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  were  to  fit  in  jud]gment  upon  thccondu£k  antf  chara£ber 
of  the  honourable  member.    He  would  only  add,  therefore, 
to  what  he  bad  faid,  that  there  w^  not  a  profeffional  man 
With  whom  he  had  converfcd  on  the  f ubjcft,  hot  "th  officer 
who  had  been  present  in  the  a£tioni  who  did  iM)t,\  in  the 
wari^ieft  tcrms^  extoll  the  condu£l  and  manoeuvres  oCtbc 
noble  Lord*    There  was  one  fubjed  more  on  which  he 
would  make  a  fingle  remark :  it  had  been  faid,  in  laflL  night's 
debate,  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  that  aU  the 
honour  of  the  late  glorious  campaign  was  due  to  the  late 
Adminiftration  \  but  the  (late  of  the  fleet,  when  they  gave 
ftp  the  reins  of  goveniment,  would  (hew  how;  Htrie  they 
were  entitled  to  praifc  on  that  head  ;  and  the  IhfttI  of  the 
navy  at  that  period  might  be  coIIeAcd  from  the  condition  in 
which  the  Royal  George  was  found  at  the  time  (he  unfor* 
jttfnaitly  went  to  the  bottom. 

How  did  this  correfpond  with  the  difficulty  which  the 
prefent  Bp;ird  bad  in  their  preparations  for  tjie  relief  of 
(>Ibraltar.  It  was  notorious  to  all  converfant  in  naval  af<> 
fairs,  that  the  negligence  and  inattention  of-thc  former 
eommiffioners,  had  brought  us  p  the  brink  of  a  precipice^ 
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from  which  the  greateft  and  moft  unremitted  exertions  of 
the  greateft  and  worthieft  men,  had  hardly  been  able  to  re-i 
cover  us.  Thaidcs  to  thofe  whofe  zeal  and  affiduity  had 
proved  our  faWation  !  For  our  circumftances^  however  bet- 
ter Aow^  were  then,  without  the  poffibxlity  of  a  doubt,  moft 
deplorable  and  defperate* 

Commodore  Johnjlwi  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  Commodore 
moft  cordially  for  the  opportunity  afforded  him  of  doing  J«*»n*««»- 
himfelf  juftice,  and  he  would  begin,  he  faid,  by  denying 
that  be  had  r.ny  diihonourable  fpeck  about  him.     Nor  did 
he  think  it  candid  or  handfome  in  any  gentleman  to  libel 
another,  as  then  he  was,  on  the  ground  of  mere  calumny, 
thrown  out  againft  him  when  he  was  not  prefent  to  anfwer 
for  himfelf.     He  knew  liberties  had  been  taken  with  him, 
but  he  dared  any  man  or  fet  of»men  to  fubftantiate  one  fin« 
gle  charge  againft  hinu    Did  he  ever  flinch  from  any  accu- 
fation  in  which  he  had  theleaft coftcem  ?  Why  then  do  not 
they  who  affe£l  to  think  his  condu£l  Mameable,  endcavoui 
to  conoid  him.    Juftice  to  him  and  to  their  country  did 
not  certainly  require  Ids.    He  had  called  for  an  enquiry 
into  this  particular  branch  of  his  condu£^  \  and  he  defied 
the  whole  world  to  render  him  culpable.     Where  then  was 
the  tmpfopriety  of  his  ftating  to  the  Houfe  a  fimple  matter 
of  fa£l,or  definng,  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  others,  to  be  in- 
formed by  thofe  who  were  in  poffeflion  of  all  the  particulars, 
whether  fuch  a  fad  happened  or  not.    He  ftill  adhered  to 
to  whsc  fell  ftom  him  the  nij^  before,  that  Admiral  Bar- 
rington  dl^eve  bef6re  th^^nTin^,  and  that  in  the  morning  he 
wa«  at  kail  fra^Jcsgvies  to  the  leeward  of  the  fleet.    That 
Lofi  Howe^K^oftcad  of  being  in  the  wind,  bore  two  points 
out,  ti^llp^*  *  good  intention,  no  doubt,  which  however  was 
fruftraotO}  as  It  prevented  his  clofing  with  the  enemy  on  the 
fame  advantageous  terms  he  might  have  chofen,  had  he  not 
given  into  this  manoeuvre.     He  believed  it  vas  the  inten- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord,,  by  tbis  manoeuvre,  to  double  upon 
thcenettiy;  but  he  was' prevented,  and  it  turned  to  his 
misfortune.    In  this  pkiin  ftatement,  he  wrflied  for  contra- 
di£HoB :  iic  had  ndt  made  it  in  a  corner  \  he  was  amenable 
to  this  H4Mlfe|  and  to  the  public,  for  every  thing  he  ad<» 
▼anced.    A\iA  why  did  not  profeiRonal  men  come  forward, 
and  fpeaktoihe  point  ill  debate  ?  He  wiihed  not  to  injure 
any  man ;  but  no  man,  nor  fct  of  men,  (hould  hinder  him 
from  doing  his  duty,  and  fpeaking  what  he  conceived  to  be 
true.    Had  he  pot  put  the  queftion,  as  juft  now  ftated,  in 

the 
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tdic  imft  dsfcft  nni  tinequivoCftl  u^^rds  %e  tbs  hon0,iirable 
Cnnxnodore  Ks^itU  Stewart  ?   Aad.what  was  the  anfwer  ip 
I>tfl  not  bU.filencc  tarry  convicUon  along  with  it  ?.He  ftill 
mtmIc  the  fame  demand.     Where  was  the  feaman  who  dared 
fifimd  ^p  and.contradid;  the  aUcgation  i  The  teftimony  of 
General  Elliott  bad  been  mentioned  t  no  man  valued  Gene- 
'^nt  KiixQtt*s  opinion  more  than*  he  dkli  but  General  £lliotr 
.fyoteof  4m&  conduct  prior  to  the  date  mentioned  >by.hun^ 
The  sciion  happened  out  of  the  figlit  pf  tbe^garrijf^xit    He 
Atd  not  pretend  to  iix  the  leaft  {^rfooal  ampiuataQn  on  any 
loan.    He  knew  not^  in  hQ.^  .wl)i5r<  |o  fix  i^l^iit  bei.aU 
firmml  that  the:  navy  of  England,  had  then  incurr-^  th^ 
feoteft  and  moft   indelible  difgf(ace«     He  was  not  to  bo 
amurcd  and  wheedled  om  of  th^  liitl^  common  (ppfc  which 
God  bad  given  him.     General  e^noomiuins  wei:e.  often  ia>» 
vHhed  on  thofe»  wboft  coiidudb  could  ^ot  bear.H  difpa(&oiiate 
iiifcftigatfton*    He. was  not  to  be. told  hpvr  glo^Fioas  this 
n%hty  bufinefs  appeared  to  a  cerliaui.defcryptip^  of  ig4ivi<* 
duab*  .  ..      ,   . 

'   No  man  need  ifft&  at  this  timc'4|f;t4i<'clay.  to  ioform  bim 
6f  thenoMelord^  abilities,  of  his  wcHick^rful  ikdl  inmaootuver- 
n^)  of  his  incotnpacablfe  dik:i|>iio^  i^nd  ad<irc($^  f^  §f  a  tJ>ou-r 
fimd  other  qualities  which  he  l)eltc^ttrdnw.ere  all  r^aL  Uut  whai 
wa5  a  heap  of   elaboraH  pancg^ic^  and  rf{o^.j(ppc9^.  to 
fpecigc  h&s}  Why  was  not  thif  /a^tdeftroyedJb^  ibeiMnited 
dkclarations  of  tltofe  who  were  cotnotiteotto  fpeak;^'  a^d  w<ra 
pefent^  Ot^wby  was  he  bUm^Bd  for  adheri/>g  |^*iifts  owa 
convictions,  merely  bocaufe  tfaffo  09tovift^i|s  A|kb9<4^:  tbf 
tafte  or  views^  or  party  prej(idi|:a«»  pf  others  i(  H^hfidJoDg 
luiown  and  regttttod  .tbe  party  ^M  which  pf^<M)aHlsiltid  ia 
that  Houfe,  aod  for  once  was-  deteropihed  to  ^^p,;^ually 
clear  and  independtnt'of  thctn>lL    .Qtit  was  diisfubh^«a  in-» 
ridious  bu{iuels  i%  that  it  could  not  l^donc  withoMit  t^i^oing 
the  gauntlet  iiviach'  a  n^anner  as  he  had  e^penenoed-f^Rom  it ) 
Was  not  this   afting   diihoooaraUy^  with    ihc:  pi|blic»    ill 
with^hotding  an  article  of  ihe  moft  important 'in(bmaation^ 
and  that  too. in  the  .ttioment  of  curioiity  and^  inv^ftjg^tion  } 
For  his  own  part»  he  was  deterimned  |b  proiv».  jit  10  the  bot- 
tom; ene  ^mpkiti&  was>  in  his  eftiqi»ationi  ndote  Valuable 
rhan  a  thoufand  floorrflies;  he  would  ftiok  t#  .i)i9\point^  and 
be  hoped  the  plain,  -fober  judgment,  of  luen^lyaa  tot^  be 
deftroyod  by  ai  fin  dc  hucbc,   Aod  wh^t  had'all  ittS  interroga* 
ti6ns  produced)  but  an  endlefs  ro^od  of  infipid  circumlocu-^ 
lion,  whichdiiccwered  only  the  genius  of  the  fptftk^rsj.withqat 
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offeiinjavy.  Ijb^iike  coorifit^oe  or  fatisfoAion.to  his  ihiiid^^' 
OS  the  principal  poiat  in  <]UtiUon«  .  Were  ilue  fieoplc  of  £n!*; 
gland,  eitbei:  in  or  out  of '  ParUarneiH,  to  bt  trotted  thus  cl^ 
valkHy,  wkhoot  dtbcr  rcafon^  decency^  or>trt;tb?  A«-ho»( 
noarabk  genttemaD,  htgk  ia  office,  ^swcll  x%  laothcr-who  UsA 
lately  UkewHc'  beea  m  office,  and  many  other  apologifia  fom 
the  aoble  Admiialy  had  all  done  him  the  honour  of  a  pamc^ 
iar  reference  in  their  rc^eAivc  fpeechcs  to  what  he  had  aji«« 
vanccd  ;  but  did  any  of  them  fo  much  as  ooc^  attempt  Mi 
ibive  the  dtfficullles  he  fiated^  or.temoTe  the  doiahtt  wbkk 
he  could  HOC  help  iadulgin^f  concerning  the  boaficd  tnmracM 
tioQS  of  the  late  crutfe }  He  li/Qs  therefore  fully  audiort&d  m 
lecur  to  the  fing|e  argumentf  wtrh  which  he  fet  oat,,  and  wat1i« 
out  any  antwer,  to  expoA!  ic  would  have  itt  doe  e&&;aB 
every  open,  oohiaiTndy  and  ingenuous  mind.  -    t 

He  thought  faimtetf  entitled  to  appeal  to  theijc  candour,  for 
prefs  the  matter  on  the  oonGderation  of  the  Uoufe.  He  had  btca* 
called  opoo  to  defbad  himfeif  for  having  ventured  to  fpecify  al 
particular  fa£l  in  their  hearing,  which  deeply  afteSed  ffae  naj«aL 
hoBour.  of  tkis  country.  Were  then  members  of  Parliaaieno 
to  be  prohibited  in  deference  to  certain  men  o£  certain  ptm^ 
ciplesy  from  fairly  and  honourably  avowing  their  featimdot^ 
and  rcafoiitngs  on  the  condoft  of  public  officers,  to  whoa 
the  executmaof  public  buiiaefs  is  committed^  God  for-i 
bid! 

He  miglht  be  aocnfed  of  malice,  of  cQvy^^  and  aay  other 
motive,  which  he  difdained  as  much  as  thofe  who  roculiod  him^ 
but  he  wu  determined,  neverthelefs,  toafi  independeotly; 
the  publie  without  doors  would  judge  for  tfaemfclves,  o£  . 
thiagi»  He  was  refebed^  therefore,  if  be  flood  alone,  to 
have  the  malterprobedto  the  bottom,  and  he  ropeated  it^  that 
one  faS  .was  worth  fifty  flooriihes.  ,        '  ^^^  g^^ 

Mr.  Secretary  Town/jkend  fad,  that  fo  ^rcat  and  able  an  o&  ury  Towa«| 
ficer  u  Lord  Howe,  was  (b  valuable  an  iikftrumeut  iaihu  fl>«n4. 
hands  of  the  puUic,  that  his  reputation  ought  to  be  ihielM 
from  the  attacks  of  thofe  who  envied  his  highnanoe.  The 
honourable  member  had  boaflcd  that  he  had.  advanced  &£h  } 
he  had  made  bold  aflertions  indeed  :  but  they  muft  be  fup-* 
ported  by  fobftaniial  proofs,  belore  the  Houfe  wooldl  axf^ 
mit  them  to  be  fa£ls.  The.cooduft  of  Lord  Howe  was  ap^ 
plaoded  by  all  mankind,  fie  ,liad  himlclf  heard  Sir  Koga 
Curtis  fpeak  of  his  conduA  in  terms  of  the  higbrft  eulogimo^ 
and  who  was  (b  capable  of  judging  as  that  gallant  offieeri 
The  hcmouratd/c  gedtlcmra  could  only  haffe'las.iaiiEurmanoii 
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from  Iiearfay,  and  no  roan,  in  his  opinion^  h«d  Jeftlt  (b  much 
.  in  floarifhet  at  himfelf.    The  neighbouring  nations  were  libe- 
ral  in  their  praife  of  the  noble  Admirars  behaviour  on  this 
kftoccaiion;  nor  indeed  could  they  in  juftice  refufe  their 
tribute  from  a  man,  who  had  faced  forty -fix  fail  of  the  line, 
with  thirty-four;  if  he  did  not  bring  on  a  clofe  engagement,  it 
was  -not  his  fault;  for  lying  ro  leeward  of  the  enemy,  how 
could  he  have  brought  them  to  aftion,  if  they  thought  proper 
to  decline  it  ?  They  bore  down  indeed,  in  hopes  of  cutting  off 
a  part  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  but  finding  themfclves  foiled  in 
.  tJiis  attempt,  they  hauled  their  wind,  and  declined' any  far-» 
iher  a£tion :    it    Was  then  in  the  powrr  of  Lord  Howe  to 
•ffer  them  battle,    but  not  to  force  them  to  it.    The  ho* 
nourable  member,  appealed  to  find  a  pleafnre  in  condemning 
the  condu£t  of  this  noble  Admiral ;  he  bad  commented  fc« 
trcrely  upon  an  aftion  of  his,  in  a  former  campaign;  he  had 
dien  laid  down  his  curious  doftrtne,  of  attacking  mips  of  the 
line  with  frigates ;  but  tlie  noble  Admiral  was  then  prefent  to 
defend  himfelf ;  and  the  Houfe  woold  remember  what  way 
the  eifea  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  harrangue  on  tyery 
man*t  mind,  feaman  and  no  feaman;-«for  his  own  part,  he 
pretended  to  no  profeflional  knowledge,  but  be  believed  that 
the  doArines  of  the  honourable  gentleman  l>ad  not  raiftd 
his  charaSer  in  the  navy.    The  honourable  gentleman  con- 
concluded  with  faying,  that  the  chara£):ers  of  officers  were  fa* 
cred — and  muft  not  be  made  rive  fport  of  dark,  aoooyMidus 
attacks  in  ntwfpapers  and  pamphlets. 
OoTcrnor        Oovemor  Jci?Hjioiu  infilled  that  Lord  Howe%  Icttef  did  not 
J«hnikwi«»  afleri  that  the  enemy  had  forty-fix  fail  of  the  Kne;  he  faid 
indeed,  there  were  forry-fix  fail  m,  not  of  the  line;  and  he 
could  (ay  from  good  authority,  thu  of  thefe,  three  were  of 
fifty  guns,  and  were  placed  between  the  French  and  Spaniih 
£Tifioos.    He  woold  wiih  to  know  what  iadocement  the 
cnecoy  could  have  to  haul  their  wind,  when  the  BritiOi  fleet 
put  before  the  wind  ?  He  did  not  vacza  to  fay,  tliat  Lord 
Hoi^e  bore  away  for  the  purpofe  of  avoiding  an  engagement; 
on  the  contrary,  he  believed  his  objeft  was  to  fl>oot-a-head 
of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  gain  the  wind,  and  then  to  double 
upoa  them;  but  before  he  was  able  to  do  this^    he    was 
brought  to  aAion  by  the  ef^my.     As  to  the  doftrine  of  fri* 
gates  that  had  been  alluded  to,  he  wiflied  tbofe  only  would 
fpeaHtoit,  who  underftood  fomethiog  of  the  fubjed ;  ontbii 
bead,  he  would  advife  the  eight  honourable  memh'r  toconfuk 
Commodore  Keith  Stewart^  and  afic  him  how  much  more  fer- 
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vice  was  performed  by  the  Datth  line  of  battle  fhips  in  the 
aftion  oh  the  Dogger  Bank,  than  their  frigates?  that  officer 
coald  (jpeak  experimentalljr  on.  the  fubjeft.  To  charge  him 
with  eavy^  was  a  bad  way  to  defend  Lord  Howe ;  he  envied 
no  man ;  but  ftiil  he  would  fubmit  to  be  deemed  the  moft  en- 
vious of  mortals,  if  any  profeflional  man  would  get  up,  and 
controvert  the  fa£h  he  had  ftated,  and  the  poiitions  he  had 
dedaoed  from  them  z-^He  had  fome  little  conceit  of  his  own 
profeffional  knowledge,  and  would  always  prefume  to  fpeak  his 
mind  00  profeflional  fut:geds; 

Captain  John  Luttrell  rofc,  and  faid,  in  the  times  we  had  ^*p^-  J"'''* 
lately  fcen,  when  popular  clamour  without  doors,  and  party  ^"""^^ 
prejudice  within,  prevailed  in  favour  of  an  Adminiftration, 
which  we'  now  find  fo  much  divided,  he  bad  obferved,  that 
thofe  of  much  better  abilities  than  he  could  boaft  of  were 
bat  indifieTently  heard  by  that  Houfe,  and  were  ill-approved 
by  the  people  at  large,  if  they  did  not  join  in  panegyric  on 
thofe  Minifters,  and  fubfcribe  to  an  opinion,  that  their  a£li- 
vity  and  circumfpeftion,  their  integrity,  patriotifm,  and  abi- 
lities, were  very  far  fopcfior  to  thofe  of  their  predecelTors  in 
office  :  but  the  recefs  of  Parliament  had  given  time  to  iepa- 
rate  the  voice  of  truth  from  that  of  deception  and  artifice, 
for  impartial  reafbn  and  fober  judgment  to  take  place  of  raQv 
pafSon ;  and  therefore,  without  wilhing  to  depreciate  the  one 
fet  of  men,  or  to  flatter  the  other,  he  was  pleafed  to  fee  the 
fcaibn  again  arrived,  when  they  might  fpeak  of  political  cha* 
rafters,  and  of  public  matters,  as  occaiioo  fhould  require,  with 
that  freedom  and  indifference  which  they  had  heretofore  done» 
without  courting  the  fmiles  of  the  one  man,  or  fearing  the 
frowns  of  the  other ;  but  refpe£t  for  the  (landing  orders  of  the 
Houfe,  and  for  the  Chair,  would  always  incline  him  to  con- 
fine his  remarks  and  obfervations  to  the  fubjeft  matter  in  de- 
bate ;  and  therefore,  a$  he  did  not  mean  to  animadvert  either 
on  the  fpeech  or  the  addrefs,*  both  of  which  he  approved,  in 
full  confidence  and  expeftation  that  Minidcrs  would  accept 
of  fuch  terms  of  peace  only,  as  fhould  be  honourable  and 
equitable  in  the  prefent  iituation  of  this  country,  which  other 
nations  muft  admire  and  reipeft  ufi  for,  a;id  our  own  ap- 
prove; therefore  he  would  not  hive  troubled  the  Houfe  with 
a  fentiment  on  the  fubjeft,  but  have  been  content  with  filent 
acquiefcence,  had  he  not  a  hope  of  faving  more  of  their  time 
hereafter,  for  he  looked  up  to  tlgj  Speaker  now,  at  the  comr 
mencement  of  the  fefiion,  to  dilSuntenance  the  introduftion 
of  any  extraneous  matter  into  debate,^  which  ferved  at  beft 
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'  different  explanation  had  been  giveo  of  the  Krovifional 
Articles  in  another  place,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  the-utmoil 
pnoment  that  it  .ihould  be  cleaxly  and  fallf  underftood  be- 
fore they  ratified  their  confcnt  to  the  Addrefs*   /  -  ,- 

Qne*  thing  tkiore  he  would  take  n<>tice  of  now  that  he 
wa9  upon  his  leg&*. .  .It  had  been  fatd.ofhim  Inthexiebate 
yederday,  that  he  had  always  been  a  friend,  to  the  Isjiepen- 
deace  of  ^America.    This  was  not  the  cafe.     He' had  all 
along  confidered  the.Independenc.e  of  America  as  an  evil  of 
great  magnitude,  and  as  fuch  he  had<  always  fpoken  of  it. 
Bat  when   America  became  independent,   which  in    his 
miilid  ihe  had  been  abfolutely  for  the  laft  five  years,  be  had 
dficlared  his  vjlhes  for  the  recognition  of  their  Indepen- 
dence as  an  a£t  falutary  ^nd  feafon$ible  for  the  legiflature  of 
this  country,  by  which  we  might  do  that  with  grace  which 
we  mud  at  lad .  do  without  it,  and  thereby  conciliate  and 
reftore  harmony  between  the  two  countries.     He  repeated 
the  queftion  which  he  had  put  to  Minifters  with  refpeA  to 
the.Provifional  Agreement  which  had  been,  be  faidj  the 
principal  purpofe  for  which  he  had.rifen. 
Mr*  See.     *    Mr»  Secretary  Town/hend  faid,  in  anfwer  to  thohonour- 
Towo/hend  ablc  gentleman's  queftipn,  that  the  Pjrot'ifional  ArticJes  con- 
cluded vrith  the  Americans,  were  ftated  both  iil  the  King's 
fpeecli,  and  in  bis  letter  to  the.  Goyeroors  of  the  Sank,  to 
be  intended  to  take  place  whenever  a  treaty  of  peftce  (libuld 
be   concluded  with  the   beillgerent  powers.      There  was 
furely  no  equivocation  in  the  wording  of  the '  fptech,  by 
which  Parliament  could  be  deceived.     He  faid  9t  the  fame 
time^ that  he  wiflied  Gentlemen* wouldpoilpone  any  farther 
difcufions  on  the  Fiovifional  Articles  until!  they  (Iiould  be 
before  the  Houfe. 
Chancellor       The  Chancellor    of  the  Exchequer  faidt  in  addition  to  this, 
of  the  Ex.   that  the  clear  indisputable  mean  ng  of  the  ProvifioAal  Agrees 
nie^ucr,      u^nt,   made  with  the  American  -^commiflioners, .  was  the 
unconditional,  unqualified  recognition,  of  .their  Indepen- 
dence.    This  made  one  of  the  articles^  and  it  was  to  be 
inferred  in  the  treaty  to  be  made  with  the  belligerent  iKnrers, 
whenever  that  treaty  (hould  take  place.     He  M^as  anxious 
that  the  Houfe  (hould  clearly  underftand  the  matter  of  this 
important  fa£t,   that  it  might  not  be  imagined  that  there 
was  any  deceit  of  any  kind  lurking  beneath  the  lang-uage 
which  had  been  ufcd. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  further,  that  as  he  conceived  he  was  the  pcr- 

fan  alluded  to  I^y  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  com* 

plained  of  havixig  been  mtfunderftood  and  niifreprefentcd  the 
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preceding  izj^  he  thooglit  in  juftice  to  himfelf^  that  he 
flioald,  declare,  be  never  charged  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
with  haringy  at  any  former  time,  argued,  that  the  Inde- 
pendence of  America  was  a  thing  in  itfelf  good  or  defiraMe 
for  this  country,  and  that,  becaofehe  never  had  fo  underftood 
him  to  argoe;  but  he  bad  thought  it  fair  to  advert  to  the 
argaments  of  that  honourable  gentleman  on  former  occafiona 
rcipefiifig  the  independence  of  America, .  as  a  jufUfication 
of  his  Majefty's  prefcnt  Miniftcrs  from  the  charge  of  re- 
lodance  to  come  to  a  recognition  of  that  itrdependeoce. 

Mr.  Hammeit  rofe  with .  great  warnnh,  to  reprobate  the  **'•  ^^'^ 
language  of  gloom  and  defpondency,  which  he  had  heard  hel4  ^^^ 
the  preceding  dav  in  the  Houfe,     He  faid,  we  had  beat  the 
French  in  the  Weft-Indies  —  baffled  them  in  the  Eaft,  and 
difgraced  them  in  Europe.     As  to  the  funds  and  refources  of 
this  country,  he  was  convinced  ;   that  rather  than  fubmit  to 
the   ceffion   of  Gibraltar,   and  to  other  ,very  ignominiout 
terms,  the  people  of  this  country  would  carry  on  the  war  for 
ten  years,  and  fpend  two  hundred  milKons  [more,  of  which 
he  had  no  doubt  of  refources  in  a  juft  and  righteous  caufe. 
At  leaft  he  maintained  the  Holding  a  contrary  language,  was 
neither  wife  nor  political,  neither  was  it  the  way  to  obtain 
the  heft  terms  in  our  prefent  iituation.     He  reprobated  the 
original  cauie  of  the  war,  which  rendered  the  feparation  of 
America  ncceflary  ;  faid,  he  wtihed  for  peaco  and  friendfiiip 
with  them,  but  .repeated  it,  that  he  would  ratlier  continue 
the  war  againft  France,  Spain  and  Holland,  another  cam- 
paign,  than  fubmit  to  give  up  the  honour  and  juft  rights  of 
this  country.     His  prot'effional  habits  and  knowledge  of  the 
refources    of   this    country,    gave    him,    he    obterved,    a 
right  to  fay  wh^t  . he. h^  done,  which  he  believed  no  one 
would    contradi£V«     He    declared,    that   he  had   no  con* 
ncdion  wih  any  minifters,  and  had  of&red  his  fentimetiti 
for  the  good  of  his  country,  and  that  the  information  he  bad 
given,  be  believed  the  Minifters  of  diit  country  would  find 
well  founded.     He  likewife  fpoke  to  that  part  of  the  Kin^a 
fpeech,  of  which  no- other  member  had  taken  the  leaft  notice^ 
namely,  that  which  mentioned  the  ruinous  method  of  paying 
the  tradefmen  of  the  Ordnance  Office  with  debentures.     He 
faid,  if  the  noble  Duke  whb  prefidcs  over  that  department, 
was  enabled  by  the  Houfe  to  pay  with  punctuality,  his  Grace, 
by  his  indefatigable  labour,  would  fave  his  country  more 
than  the  i-eform  bill,  with  all  ita  boafted  powers  of  opconomy, 
would  probably  produce, 

Mr. 
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Mr.Pofr75.  .  Mr*  Ptftt^i  tfaanloed  the  ClunceHor  dF  the  Exchrqner,  for 
having  eafed  h»  miDcl  of  a  load  of  tronUe  and  ooncern  ;  he 
was  free  to  confeft,  that  from  -vlnt  he  had  heand  to  have 
been  faid  by  another  perfon,  in  another  pias^  (Lond  Slid* 
borne  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords)  he  had  not  been  withoot  his 
(bead  that  the  independence  of  America  was  iKK  irrcvo* 
csibly  £xed  oo«  He  would  then  yaA  ftate  to  what  he  intended 
he  mould  ftaod  pledged — by  bis  vote  of  aflcnt  to  che  addrcfs — » 
to  fopport  hia  Majefty's  Minifters  againft  France,  Spain, 
Holland,  or  any  European  enemy  whatever,  andeven  againil 
Aioierica  as  the  ally  of  France;  but  he  took  at  noT^  for 
gtanted,  that  theofojeft  for  which  the  war  had  been  ortginaily 
vfldertaken;  the  Jubjugation  of  America,  was  now  re* 
bounced  for  ever. 

Mr.Barkfl.  Mr^  Burkc  called,  the  attention  of  the  Hbufe'  t6  a  moil 
ingenious  and  forcible  commentary  on  the  fpeech.  of  the 
King's  Minifiers,  as  deli rered^ from  the  throne/  He  con- 
feflfed  that  he  had  his  fufpicions  ;  that  he  had  from  the  be- 
ginatng  entertained  his  doubts,  and  they  had  been  irndered 
ftronger  by  what  had  been  faid  in  another  place«  He.fa\r 
that  the  language  of  the  ipcech  was  guarded  with  fhc  moft 
infidious  perplexity  of  expreffion^  and  that  it  contHiaed  words 
which  might  be  coeftrued  to  mean  either  an  abfototCyOihcondi- 
tional  renuDciation  of  dependence,  or.a  conditional,  tcdiporary 
offer  of  independence,  to  be  rcTokbd  in  certain  circumilanGes* 
He  had  mentioned  his  doubta^tbeday  before,  and  he  repeated 
them  now.  With  refped  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x^ 
chequer,  he  had  a  high  opinxom  of  his  character  and  integrity; 
add  if  he  were  td  trufi  to  th^  words  of  men,  bis  explax^i- 
tioo  would'  be  to  him  full  and  fufficicnt.  Bot  the  fpeech 
fpoke  a  iangdagd  (o  flrapge  knd  contradiftory,  fo  fall  of 
ridiculous  and  abfutxi  piofeffions,  along  with  fnch  an  incve- 
diUe  nuntber  :oF|iromi&s  and.boafb,  that  he  declared,  if  he 
iinght  be  permicted  to  fpeak  of  it  as  it  deiierved,*  he  fliould  call 
it  a  farrago  of  hypocrifies  and  nonfenfe.  If. he  alright  be 
Allowed  tb  apply  to  it  the  words  of  Hudibrsis,  he  fhould  fay, 
)faat  the  Miniftcrbad  made  thcKcing  fpeak 

*'  As  if  hypocrify  and  nonfenfe 

*'  Had  got  the  advowfon  of  his  confciencc." 

»  The  honourable  member  indulged  himfelf  with  a  free 
commentary  on  the  text  of  the  fpeech,  takfng  the  fcrcral 
paffnges  rrt  fncceflion.  He  did  this  in  a  vein  of  wit,  argu- 
ment, and  fatire,  fo  finely  blended  and  fo  ftrongly  carried 

on, 
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on,  that  the  Hooieivas  kept  in  a  burft  of  Uv^ter  th£  whdie 
timc«  He  aoiniadverted  again  on  the  anfuLmanncr  in  which 
his  Mafcfijr'^  Miniftcrs  had  taken  care  to  throw  upon  Parlxai^ 
meot  the  whole  of  the  meafare  of  the  recognitiooof  the  indc^ 
peadence  of  America.  His  Majefty  had  <k)8e  this  thii^,  not 
ij«cau(e  it  wsis  wife,  not  becanfe  it  was  pcoper^  not  becaufeit 
was  neccfiary  ;  bat  faecaufc  the  ParUanaeot  had  adviied  it^ 
aod  in  the  ^rit  of  moft  uofeaibnable  piety,  andnaoft  anwife, 
becaiafe  infiDcert,  derotion,  he  was  caadb  K»  fell  upon  lut 
knees  to  deprecate  the  confequencos  likely  to  refdt  to  Amcvt^ 
ca  from  the  want  of  monarchy*  He  reprobated  aU  this 
becaafe  it  was  unwife,  and  becauie  it  rouft  produce  a  lidi* 
culous  e&£i  among  all.feniible  and  thinking  ^oations,  and 
men.  Mr.  Burke  faid^  he  had  heard  .of  a  form  of  prayer  in 
churches,  but  this  was  the  ftrft  form  of  prayer  he  hao  evef 
met  wilth  in  a  King's  fpeech  :  it  was,  he  declared,  nothing 
more  than  a  piece  of  hypocritical  cant  pbyed  off  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  Parliament*  That  the  independence  of  Amcrlcn 
was  fcx^goized  unconditionally  in  the  provifional  avtides^ 
was,  a  USt^  which  the  words  of  the  Minifter's  fpeedi  by  imI 
coftftriiAion  of  grammcr,  by  no  fair  meaning  of  phrafe^' 
could,  he  aflcrted,  be  proved  to  communicate.  As  there- 
fore it  was  known,  that  in  another  place  a  very  different 
ienie  of  the  manner  in  which  the  indepei^nce  of  Americm 
had  been  recognized  in  the  proviiional  articles,  had  beei^ 
declared  by  one  of  his  Majedy's  iervants,  and  as  it  was 
known  that  there  were  fuch  things  as  divifions  in  cabinets^ 
and  tlut  thofe  Miniftcrs  who  could  be  brought  to  fay  ons 
and  die  lanie  thing  in  one  particular  place,  fpoke  of  it  ver^ 
differently  cittwhere,  that  Houfe  was  warranted  in  enter* 
tainiog  fufpicioos  of  duplicity  and  delulion  in  the  prefene 
very  important  matter.  If  the  whole  of  the  doubt  r^ed  ow 
the  word  of  the  right  Honourable  Gentleman  at  the  bead 
of  the  Exchequer  (of  who&  virtue,  integrity,  and  honaur^- 
he  enteitained  the  higfaeft  opinion,)  his-mind  wbuM  be  per-^ 
fed.ly  fatisfied  with  the  declaration  that  right  Honourablcf 
Gentleman  bad  juft  made  ;  but  circumftanced  as  the  doubc 
was,  confidkring  by  whom  the  fpeech  was  penned,  (for  he 
wottkl  venture  to  lay  it  was  not  penned  by  his  righc 
bonoQrabie  young,  friend,)  there  was  every  reafon  in  the 
world  for  that  Houfe  to  obferve  to  what  they  pledged 
their  fapport;  more  efpccialiy  where  the  whole  blame  of  the 
coaiiequence  was  direftly  laid  at  the  door  of  Parliament. 

Havingll 
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Having  faid  t^is,  Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
fpeech,  and  read.that  pailagei  in  which  his  Majefty  declares 
he  had  facriiiccd  ever^r.  confideiation  of  his  own  to  the  wifhes 
of  his  people.  He  dwelt  for  fome  time  on  the  word  con<» 
,  fideration,  and  aiked  what  the  Minifter  meant,  by  making 
his  Majefty  declare,  he  had  conii derations  feparate  from  the 
wifhes  of  his  people  ?  Such  an  idea  was,  be  faid|  equally 
new,  unconilitutionaly  and  improper.  He  next  proceeded 
to  the  part  in  which  his  Majefty  was  made  to  rejoice  in  the 
extraordinary  readinefs,  and  public  fpirit  ihewn  by  his  fub* 
]c(ks  I  and  particularly  by  the  people  of  the  good  city  of 
London. 

Upon  this  Mr.  Burke  contended,  that  it  was  all  a  piece 
of  delufion ;  that  one  honourable  Baronet  had,  like  the 
phoenix  that  was  feen  but  once  in  a  century,  made  a  moft 
liberal  offer,*  and  that  ofFer  was  here  infinuatedto  be  ma- 
ny, with  a  view  to  make  more  people  tender  voluntary  gifts. 
In  fa£i,  the  offer  of  the  honourable  Baronet  was  the  only 
one  thing  that  had  been  done ;  for  as  to  the  offer  made  by 
the  county pf  Suffolk,  it  was  fo  cautioufly  guarded  that  there 
was  not  any  profpedi  of  their  ihip  ;  It  was  not  to  be  built 
until  twelve  other  counties;  a  jury  of  counties  (hould  do  the 
fame.  Minifters  a£led  in  the  manner  as  he  had  heard  of  a  prac- 
tice in  fome  of  the  religious  houfes,  who  appointed  thanks- 
giving, and  poured  their  blefiings  on  the  people  ;  particularly 
when  they  tailed  to  bellow  on  them  their  ufual  gifts,  that 
they  might  remind  them  of  their  duty,  and  fhew  them  into 
what  grateful  hands  they  would  pour  their  wealth.  He 
was  extremely  pleafant  on  the  idea  of  the  phoenix  expiring 
amidft  her  own  odours ;  and  in  order  to  prove  the  pofition 
he  had  laid  down,  afked  which  of  the  fubje&s  in  the  city 
of  London  had  offered  to  build  (hips  for  Government  ? 
The  nation  that  could  raife  millions,  was  to  go  •  about  to 
beg  for  charity  from  individuals }  and  from  this  charity, 
the  navy  of  England  was  to  be  rcftorcd. — Wretched  poli- 
ticians f  they  were  like  the  man  who  held  a  farthing  candle 
to  the  fun ;  or  like  him  wlio  fpit  into  the  ocean,  to  increafe 
its  waters.  Benevolences  in  former  ages  were  indeed  of  a 
different  nature:  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  the  whole 
navy  of  England  did  not  coft  the  nation  annually,  more 

than 

^  Sir  James  Lowther,  3aronct,  who  bad  in  the  coarfc  of  the  fum- 
mer,  made  a  prefcnt  of  a  fcventy-four  gun  fhip  to  Goverament. 
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than  tlie  trtfling  fum  of  40,000!.  the  public  revenue  did  not 
exceed  300,0001.  So  that  in  that  time,  when  the  revenue 
was  low,  and  individuals  rich,  becaufe  not  loaded  with 
taxes,  it  was  not  improper  to  apply  to  wealthy  indivi- 
duils^who  could  eafily  fit  out  a  parcel  of  fucb  men  of  war  as 
were  ufed  in  thofe  days;  but  which  could  not  compare 
with  our  fmalleft  frigates  at  prefent.  He  was  the  more 
forprifed  at  finding  benevolences  fo  praifed  in  a  fpeech, 
which  be  was  juftified  in  looking  upon,  as  the  production 
of  a  cabinet,  in  which  fat  a  learned  Lord,  who,  while  he 
was  a  Commoner,  had  in  that  very  Houfe  moved  to  refolve 
that  fuch  benevolences  were  illegal. 

"  Men  of  all  profeifion$  were  to  be  rewarded.*' —  This  h« 
took  to  be  a  bait,  particularly  for  fuch  gentlemen  in  that 
Houfe  as  wore  black  gowns  5  it  was  direclly  fifliing  for  black 
gowTS  I  they  xnifLht  fee  a  proof  of  it,  in  tnat  one  of  their 
corps  had  been  raifed  to  a  peerage,  and  complimented  with 
a  penfion  of  4000L  per  annum  :  another,  (the  Lord  Advo- 
cate) a  very  able  man  indeed,  had  been  put  into  a  very 
comfortable  office  i  the  two  lad  Solicitors  General  remained 
ftill. unrewarded;  but  they  and  others  might  take  a  hint 
from  this,  how  they  might  obtain  proper  rewards. 

*<  It  is  the  firft  obje£b  of  my  heart  to  make  the  general 
good,  and  the  true  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  the  invariable 
rule  of  my  conduA.'*  O  !  the  noble  difcovery !  O  wife  Mi- 
nifters !  Dii  tibi  timfonm  donenty  to  all  except  one  who  has 
no  occafion  for  one  (Mr.  W.  Pitt.)  What  bufinefs  could 
there  have  been  for  profeiling  that  they  would  do  that, 
which  if  they  had  omitted  to  do,  they  would  have  expofed 
themfelves  to  the  moft  heavy  punifliment  ? 

The  fpeech  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  was  full  of  the 
moft  unmeaning  felf-applaufes,  that  ever  he  met  with  ;  -•• 
<<  It  is  the  firft  obje£l  of  my  heait  to  make  the  general  good 
the  invariable  rule  of  my  conduct."  What  an  admirable 
piece  of  egotifm  I  There  was  a  bad  ufte  in  this  writing ;  it 
had  neither  chaftity  nor  propriety  of  ftyte.  His  Majefty's 
Minifters  come  gravely  forth,  and  inform  Parliament,  that 
they  are  determined  to  *do  that,  which,  if  they  did  not  do, 
they  would  be  impeached.  He  profefl*ed  he  was  at  a  lofs 
to  determine  in  his  mind  whether  the  Minifters  meant  by 
thefe  expreffionS,  an  infult  or  a  mockery  of  Parliament,  or 
whether  they  meant  both*  But  his  Majefty  was  made  his 
own  hiftoriographer,  and  he  gave  us  in  this  very  curious 
fpeech,  a  narrative  of  his  proceedings  during  the  rccefs. 

Vol.  IX.  I  *^  He 
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He  ftippofed  that  this  was  to  be  confidcred  as  one  of  the  oeco- 
nomical  reforms  of  the  new  Miniftry;  for  as  the  place  of 
hlftoriographer  to  the  King  'was  o>ie  of  thofe  aboliihed  by 
the  late  bill,  they  had  given  that  duty  to  his  Mijefty  him- 
ftlf ;  and  the  office  of  the  Poet  Laureat,  he  fuppofed  would, 
in  confequence  of  the  fpecimen  which -that  Houfehad  heard 
laft  night  of  the  poetical  talents  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  be  configned  to  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man. 

"  To  enfure  the  full  advantage  of  a  government  condufl* 
ed  on  fuch  principles,  depends  on  your  temper,  your  wifdozn, 
your  diiintereftcdnefs,  colle£^ively   and  individually.''     He 
defied  the  oldeft  member  of  that  Houfe  to  trace  in  all  the 
fpeecfaes  that  he  had  ever  heard  a  requeft  more  extraordinary 
than  this.    The  Minifter  indeed  was  refolved  to  put  their 
,    temper  to  the  teft,  when  he  ventured  to  advife  the  King  to 
make  fuch  an  addrefs  to  his  Parliament ;  as  vexation  was 
the  beil  of  all  poilible  trials  of  temper,  to  hear  that  fpeech, 
to  re-echo  it  back  to  the  Throne,  and  yet  not  to  grow  out  of 
humour,  was  the  fevereft  teil  of  the  temper  of  Parliament, 
that  could  be  exhibited.    With  regard  to  the  wifdom  that 
his  Majefty*s  Mihifters  had  made  him  call  for,  unfortu« 
nately  it  was  not  to  be  forced  within  thofe  walls,  like  a 
member's  attendance  by  a  Treafury  note.     No  gentleman 
could,  as  Gregory  was  drubb'd  into  a  dodior,  be  beat  with  a 
flick  into  wifdom ;    wifdom  was  ftubbom,  an.d  would  be 
equally  deaf  to  the  call  of  Majefty  and  the  call  of  Minifters. 
The  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  muft  remain  to  operate  juft  as  it 
thought  proper.     He  had  often  heard  of  the  qualification  of 
a  member  of  that  Houfe  5  but  never  until  this  moment  heard 
that  wifdom  was  one  of  the  qualifications  which  could  be 
called  for,  and  muft  be  produced   at  the  pleafure  of  the 
King.     7'he  Minifters  did  not  feem  to  be  Irifli,  but  Welch  ; 
«<  1  can,"  fays  the  great  Welch  magician,  "  call  up  fpirits 
from  the  vafty  deep."     "  Aye  5"  fays  the  plain  rough  Hot* 
fpur,  *<  but  will  they  come  when  you  call,"     His  Majefty 
might  call  for  wifdom,  but  wifdom  was  not  to  be  compelled. 
It'WaS  what  philofophers  call  an  original  infufion,  and  was 
not  to  be  infpired  or  procured  at  pleafure.     But  all  this  was 
nothing  to  what  followed*     His  Majefty  calls  for  difintercft* 
edncfs  from  Parliament.     Difintereftednefs !  Could  any  ntan 
believe  it  poffible  that  the  King  from  the  Throne  fiiould  be 
made  to  libel  the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament  with  the  ciime 
and  treafon  of  intercftednefs  !  He  could  hardly  give  credit 

to 
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to  his  feilfes.  It  wa9  a  ftrain  of  infult  beyond  his  imagtnd-* 
tion  to  conceive.  Would  the  Houfe  bear  to  be  told  by  any 
Miniftcr,  that  they  were  colle£tivcly  and  individually  a 
icnrile,  and  a  corrupt  fet  of  men,  without  virtue,  without 
zeal,  forgetful  of  diity,  and  negligent  of  chara£ler  ?  «  My 
people  expe£k  thefe  qualifications  of  you^  and  I  call  for 
them.^*  Here  was  a  mode  and  drain  of  bluftering,  to 
which  he  believed  that  Houfe  was  unaccuflomed,  and  how 
it  would  (it  upon  their  tempers,  with  all  poflible  refpedl  for 
their  wrfdom,  he  could  not  take  upon  himfclf  to  fay.  He 
believed  that  (ince  the  days  of  King  Charles,  who  nad  ad" 
vanced  into  that  Houfe,  and  thrown  himfelf  into  the  Spea- 
ker's chair  to  look  for  the  members  who  had  o£Fended  him, 
fuch  an  infult  and  indignity  had  not  been  offered  to  them. 
He  thought  them  called  upon  by  every  inducement  of  re- 
fyc€t  to  themfelves  j  to  the  high  charafter  which  they  ought 
to  maintain  5  to  the  juft  jcaloufy  of  their  privileges,  which 
ought  never  to  be  aflecp  •,  to  the  duty  which  they  owed  to 
the  people  of  England,  to  declare  th^it  they  would  never 
{ubmit  to  be  flandered  or  tutored  hy  the  King's  Minifters. 
He  believed  that  that  Houfe  was  tainted  with  intereft,  and 
that  cbtrumion  was'to  be  found  in  it  5  but  it  was  from  the 
people  of  England  that  they  were  to  receive  rebuke  as  well 
as  counfel.  The  executive  government  was  not  appointed 
to  control!  the  Icgiflature,  nor  to  teach  them  their  duty  $ 
they  knew  their  duty,  and  if  they  failed  to  difcharge  it,  their 
conftituents,  he  hoped,  always  would,  as  they  ought,  come 
forward  and  correal  them. 

At  length  folding  up  the  fpeech,  he  begged  the  Hou(e  to 
cicufe  him  for  having  preached  fo  very  long  a  fcrmon,  but 
he  defircd  them  to  remember,  that  he  deferved  not  the 
name  of  Farfon  Spintext,  for  he  held  in  his  hand  the  longeft 
text  that  ever  required  a  comment ;  and  a  long  text,  they 
all  knew,  made  a  long  comment  indifpenfible. 

Having  been  upon  his  legs  a  confiderable  time,  and 
uied  a  great  deal  of  laugrhable,  mixed  with  a  great  deal  of 
feripus  argument,  Mr.  Durke,  in  terms  of  great  carnell- 
nefs,  declared,  he  thought  the  Speech  a  compound  of  by-- 
pocrify,  felf-commendation,  contradiction,  and  folly }  and 
were  it  not  that  unanimity  was  fo  abfolutcly  neccflary,  juft 
at  the  prefent'crifis,  he  would  move  an  amendment,  and 
even  yet  he  was  not  determined  whether  he  would  not  ftill 
propofe  one. 
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Mr.  Pill,  '  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  the  prcfent  was  a  moment  for 
ferioufnefs,  and  not  for  mirth.  The  gay  flowers  of  a  bril- 
liant and  exuberant  fancy  were  proper  for  their  feafon,  — 
A  for  hours  of  jollity  and  recreation.  ^He  fhould  be  happy  to 
(hare  in  the  delights  of  that  fertile  imagination  which  had 
fo  long  been  the  wonder  and  pleafure  of  that  Houfe ;  but  he 
could  notconfent  to  indulge  himfelf  in  admiring  the  beau- 
tiful motes  which  people  the  funbeam  when  his  miQd  was 
occupied  with  obje£ls  fo  ferious  and  important  as  thofe 
now  before  the  Houfe,  and  he  could  not  approve  of  the  in- 
'  difcretion  of  th^t  wit  which  fo  unfeafonably  ran  away  with 
the  good  fenfe  and  fober  judgment  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  faid  he  was  as  willing  as  any  man  to  unbend  his 
mind,  and  indulge  in  the  recreation  of  the  theatre ;  but  it 
was  only  in  the  theatre,  and  in  circles  of  amufement,  that 
fober  men  would  choofe  to  give  a  loofe  to  imagination,  and 
ab{lra£l  their  itiinds  from  all  bufinefs  and  refle£lion.  He 
now  rofe,  therefore,  to  bring  back  the  Houfe  to  fobriety 
and  ferioufnefs ;  and  to  tell  them  that  this  was  neither  a  fit 
time,  nor  a  proper  fubje£l  for  the  exhibition  of  a  gaudy- 
fancy,  or  the  wanton  blandifliments  of  theatrical  enchant- 
ment 'j  it  was  their  duty  and  bufinefs  to  break  the  magician's 
>^'an(t,  to  difpcl  the  cloud,  beautiful  as  it  was,  which  had 
been  thrown  over  their  heads,  and  confider  folemnly  and 
gravely  the  very  perilous  fituatiori  of  the  country,  and  by 
the  fo^ce  of  their  united  wifdom,  abilities,  and  experience, 
endeavour  to  refcuc  the  kingdom  from  its  difficulties  by 
the  reftorotion  of  an  honourable  peace.  He  had  paid  him 
many  compliments,  which  he  was  forry  he  could  not  either 
accept  or  thank  him  for,  as  they  were  accompanied  with 
animadverfions  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  only  the  elegance  of 
the  gentleman's  genius  could  fave  from  being  ridiculous.  —- 
All  iuch  playful  excrcifcs  of  the  gentleman's  talent  for  the 
gay  and  ludicrous,  he  fliould  treat  with  the  fame  neglc£t 
.  that  all  fober  men  wduld  treat  them  \  and  all  compliments 
paid  to  him  in  fuch  a  ftilc,  he  (liould  never  think  himfclF 
bound  to  acknowledge.  That  his  charaftcr  of  the  fpeech, 
in  regard  to  the  matter  and  manner,  would  be  admitted  by 
the  Houfe,  he  coutd  not  believe,  bccaufe  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  they  would  confcnt  to  call  that  fpeech  a  farrago 
of  hypocrifies  and  abfurditics,  which  they  bad  unanimoufly 
approved,  and  for  which  they  had,  ncmine  centradicentCy  agreed 
to  prcfent  his  Majcfty  with  an  Addrefs  of  Thanks.  That 
hfsMajclly'ji  ferious  admonitions  to  his  Parliament  fhould 
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be  branded  with  foch  epithets ;  that  his  feelings  on  ib  (erions 
afnbjedy  as  die  difroembennent  of  his  Empire,  ihould  be 
ontfaged;  that  his  fpccch,  delivered  with  all  the  facredncft 
of  royalty,  fhoold  be  charged  with  mockery,  hypocrify,  and 
even  profanenefs,  were  things  which  he  did  not  cxpeft  to 
hear ;  and  which  nothing  could  jaftify  but  the  circumftauice 
of  their  being  the  overflowings  of  a  mind,  the  richn^  of 
whofe  wit  was  unchecked  for  the  time  by  its  wifdom  and 
confideration. 

For  his  part,  he  was  in  a  more  ferious  mind ;  and  he 
would  endeavour  to  purfue  a  different  language  from  What 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen,  and  as  he  Ihouid  not 
imitate  him  in  ftile,  neither  would  he  refemble  him  ^  in 
length. 

Injiis  MajellyS  fpeech  there  was  nothing  that  called  for 
the  ludicrous  treatment  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
pleafed  to  beftow  upon  it.  The  language  was  pb|in,  in* 
telligible,  fincere,  and  adapted  to  the  occafion,  and  the  ad« 
drefs  then  under  confideration  was  equally  exprelTed  witb 
propriety.  In  order,  therefore,  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
might  yet  knOw  what  part  of  it  was  liable  to  objeAion,  he 
bcffied  it  might  be  dilcufled  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the  fub- 
jedT  He  had  the  da^  before  addrefled  himfelf  to  grave  and 
independent  men,  with  a  view  to  find,  if  there  really  ap* 
peared  caole  of  objeAion  to  any  part  of  it,  that  his  Majefty*s 
Minifters  might  have  an  opportunity  of  openly  clearing  up 
any  doobts,  that  might  be  entertained,  and  convincing  that 
Honfe,  that  their  intentions  were  founded  in  a  zealous  en- 
deavour to  promote  the  public  good,  and  that  ih  a  manner 
the  moft  unexceptionable.  With  regard  to  the  conft ruc- 
tion put  upon  various  paflages  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who /poke  laft,  they  were,  upon  the  face  of  them,  fuch  at 
could  not  be  maintained  for  a  moment,  by  fair  and  ferious 
argument.  After  defending  that  part  of  the  fpeech  in  which 
his  Majefty  deprecates  the  evils  that  might  follow  fuch  a 
diimembrement  of  the  empire  as  the  recognition  of  the  In- 
dependence of  America  creates,  he  faid,  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman amone  ochcr  interpolations  and  mifconftruAions  of 
the  text>  (for  it  was  evident  he  had  tortured  the  text  repeat- 
edly for  the  fake  of  furnifhing  an  opportunity  to  purfue  an 
inapplicable  comment)  had  chofen  to  conned  the  paragraph 
cxpreffive  of  the  readinels  fhewn  by  the  fubjc^is  of  the  city 
of  London  in  the  general  defence,  wiih  the  mention  of  the 
proof  of  public  fpirit  that  had  been  given  by  fome  parti- 
cular 
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cttlar  perfons ;  two  matters  as  diftioA  and  A^arslte  as  coold 
poffiUy  be.  Was  that  H011&,  was  any  oian  a  ftiauger  to  the 
seal  of  ccrtaiD  dcfcriptions  of  meo  in  the  ncietropDlu^  who,  when 
the  Governmonty  by  a  vigorous  effort,  w^  fending  all  the 
fleets  of  this  country  from -our  own  coafts  lo  the  relief  of 
Gibraltar,  ouVred  to  embody  themfelves  for  the  defence  of 
the  city  \  had  that  fa£t  any  natural  analogy  to  the  offer  of 
money  to  build  fliips  with  for  the  ufe  of  the  public  ?  was 
there  an  idea  entertained  by  any  one  member  of  that  Houie^ 
that  ttiere  was  the  fmalleft  degree  of  intention  in  his  Ma- 
)e(ly's  Minifters,  to  apply  the  voluntary  proofs  of  public 
Ipirit  in  private  individuals,  to  an  unconftituional  or  a  dan- 
l^eroua  purpofie  \  to  what  end  then  attempt  by  arguments  fb 
ill-fuited  and  uncalled  for,  to  endeavour  to  damp  the  ardour 
of  the  country,  and  reprefs  itsfpirit  in  a  moment,  when  it 
was  moft  neccdiiry  to  be  excited  t  the  honourable  gemle- 
nnn  had  ridiculed  the  calling  forth  the  temper,  wifdom,  and 
diiintereftedners  of  Parliament ;  would  any  ferious  man  at- 
tempt to  maintain  that  the  exigency  of  the  times  did  not 
render  every  poffible  exertion  of  the  temper^  wifdom,  and 
difintereftednefs  of  Parliament  necciTary  ;  and,  that  being 
allowed,  would  it  be  contended,  tliat  it  was  an  infult  to 
Parliament  to  endeavour  to  aroufe  its  attention,  and  that 
4be  admonition  fo  gravely  and  folemnly  given  frpm  the 
throne,  was  either  unieafonable  or  indifcreet.  The  feriouspart 
therefore  of  what  had  fallen  from,  the  honourable  gentleman, 
heconfidered  as  illogical  and  ill-founded  ;  the  triilmg  part  as 
the  redundancy  of  an  over-luxuriant  imagination,  >vhich  in 
the  hour  of  cool  refledion,  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  was 
convinced,  would  confefs  to  have  been  ill-timed  and.  impro- 
per. With  regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  queftion  of 
the  (incerity  and  reality  of  the  explanation  of  the  Proviiional 
articles,  which  he  had  juft  given,  he  knew  not,  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  meant  to  iniinuate,  that  he  would  he 
guilty  of  equivocation,  when  he  folemnly  ftood  up,  as  a 
Minifter,  in  thait  Houfe,  and  gave  an  explicit  anfWer  to  a 
.queftion  explicitly  put  to  him,  buthetrufted  to  his  hitherto 
unimpeached  character,  that  the  Houfe  would  not  in  can- 
dour fofpefi  him  to  be  capable  of  any  fuch  bafe  and  fcan- 
dalous  duplicity,  till  they  had  proof  of  his  guilt ;  when  they 
believed  he  was  guilty,  he  fhould  expcft  their  dcteftation  ; 
but  if  the  honourable  gentleman  now  meant  to  impute  zny 
luch  charge  to  him,  he  lliould  only  fay,  that  the  imputation 
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had,  if  it  might  he  permitted  to  a  young  xliart  to  fay  fo  to 
an  old  man,    his  fcorn  and  his  contempt. 

If  he  had  deceived  the  Houfc  in  this  inftance,  he  defired 
to  be  confidered  no  longer  fit  to  be  trufted  in  any  degrpc. 
He  pledged  bimfelf  on  his  honour,  that  he  would  never  fa- 
cri&e  his  veracity,  nor  be  a  party  to  a  fraud  for  any  poor 
and  inadequate  advantages  which  he  could  reap  from  hit 
continuance  in  a  ftation  for  which  he  did  not  think  himfclf 
qualified. 

Mr.  Fox  found  it  neceflary  to  fay,  in  explanation  of  the  M»  '•■• 
vote  which  he  had  given  the  addrefs,  that  he  by  no  meant 
did  it  from  a  thorough  approbation  of  the  fpeech  delivered 
from  the  Throne;  that  fpeech  he  deteded  as  much  as  he 
defpifed,  and  he  agreed  totally  and  entirely  with  his  honour- 
Ale  friend  who  had  with  fo  much  wit,  but  not  with  more 
wit  than  argument  and  truth,  expofed  its  abfurdities  and 
follies.  It  was  the  happy  and  envied  talent  of  his  honour- 
able friend,  to  join  wit  fo  ingenioufly  with  his  argument, 
that  he  always  entertained  while  he  in(lru£led ;  that  he  cn- 
livcrcd  while  he  enlightened  his  auditors.  The  Chancelloc 
of  the  Exchequer,  inflead  of  having  dealt  (b  liberally  ia 
his  icorn  and  contempt,  might,  perhaps^  with  more  credit 
to  his  colleagues  and  himfelf',  have  tried  to  anf\a  er  the  chaT|;€t 
which  had  been  brought  againft  the  fpeech.  But  he  had 
chofen  the  eafier  and  fafer  paths  he  had  judicioufly  fcen, 
that  a  fonorous  and  folemn  declaration  was  the  beft  means  ojt 
getting  rid  of  an  attack  which  he  had  not  argument  to  refute. 
The  honourable  gentleman  then  faid,  that  in  agreeing  to  the 
addrefs,  he  had  by  no  means  pledged  himfelf  to  the  topics  in 
the  King's  fpeech.  He  had  faid,  and  he  repeated  it,  that  he 
ihould  give  the  King^s  Mini  Hers  his  fupport  fo  long  as  he 
thought  them  in  the  right,  and  their  treaty,  wjth  America 
he  thought  pcrfcflly  fo.  The  other  parts  in  the  fpeech  he 
entirely  di(approved  of;  and  in  doing  this  he  entered  pretty 
much  at  length  into  the  topics  adverted  to  by  Mr. 
Burke. 

He  contended,  that  the  Minifter  had  clearly  fhiftcd  the 
refponfibility  for  recpgnizing  the  independence  of  America 
from  himfelf  to  Parliament,  and  had  added  an  infult  to  the 
hQy  by  making  his  Majcfty  blame  Parliament  by  imp;ica- 
tion,  for  having  obliged  him  to  recognize  the  independence 
of  America.  He  was  not  at  all  unwilling,  for  his  own  part, 
that  the  rcfponfibirny  in  this  cafe  fhouldbc  thrown  on  that 
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Houfe ;  {>ut  there  would  hare  been  more  grace^  and  ihore 
dignity,  as  well  as  more  propriety  in  Miniilers  taking  the 
rcipoofibility  upon  themfelves.     He  faw,  he  faid^  the  Minif- 
ter*8  intention  ;  he  meant  to  wound  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  rendering  that  Houie  odious,  thereby  to  (trengthen 
the  power  of  the  Crown ;  a  delign,  as  alarm 'ng  as  it  was  in - 
fidious,  and  ^e  had  long  confidercd  fhis,  to  he  the  plan  of 
the  prefent  Miniftcr.     He  reprehended  Mr.  Pitt  for  {land- 
ing up  and  refting  the  fincerity  of  a  minifterial  declaration, 
on  the  purity  of  his  own  private  chara£ier.     Such  conduft 
was  by  no  means  parliamentary  ;  nor  could  it  in  this  in- 
fiance,  have  much  weight:  his   private  charaflcr  had  no 
reproach ;  but  his  chara&er  was  to  be  tried.     As  a  Miniftcr 
be  had  no  charader.     He  combated  the  paragraph  of  the 
addrefs,  in  which  the  Crown  calls  for  the  temper,  wifdom, 
and  difintereftednefs  of  Parliament,  with  great  ingenuity  and 
power  of  argument,  declaring  it  was  turning  the  conftitution 
upfide  down,  inafmuch  as  the  Minifter,  who  is  conftitution- 
ally  refponiibte  to  Parliament  for  his  conduQ,  and  fubjeft 
to  their  control,     in  that  pafTage  diAated  imperioufly  to 
bis  matters,   and  gave  the  Crown  an  unconftitutional  pre- 
dominancy.    If  that  Houfe  wanted  to  learn  difintereftednefs, 
they  would  never,  he  faid,  go  to  the  fink  of  corruption,  the 
Trcafury,  to  receive  their  lefTon  ;  this  of  all  others  he  con- 
tended to  be  a  conduA  in  Minifters  that  defied  example ;  if 
corruption  lived  within  the  walls  of  that  Houfe,  the  Minif- 
ter's  fpeech  ordered  her  to  ftalk  away ;  or  it  was  his  profeiled 
command  that  his  work  (hould  be  done  for  nothing,  bccaufe 
he  haughtily  called   for  difintereftedncfs.      If  that   period 
however  was  gone,  when  Corruption's  dominion  was  friaken 
within  their  walls ;  when   (he  was  to  date  her  haniftimenc 
for  ever  from  that  Houfe ;  when  a  fubftitulion  of  virtac, 
integrity,  and  the  other  neccflary  attributes  of  Roneft  dele- 
gation took  place  —  that  period  certainly  was  the  moment 
of  pafling  the  vote,  moved  by  his   right  honourable  friend 
(General  Conway)  for  dilcontinuing  the  war  with  America, 
—  The  honourable  Gentleman  enlarged  on  this  h&\  he 
faid,  the  relative  fituations  of  Parliament  and  Adminiftra- 
tion,  by  the  di£tum  of  the  Minifter's  fpeech,  was  become 
fo  revcrfcd,  that  **  Minifters  were  become  the  monitors  of 
Parliament,**     That  the  command  of  difintereftedncfs  was 
a  mirerable  attempt  to  gain  popularity,  and  was,  of  all  other 
ideas  that  could  be  poffibly  imagined,  the  moft  prcpofterous, 
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ftod  thrown  out  for  the  pioft  prepofterous  purpoie,  to  iorite 
the  people  to  fly  to  the  Treafury  and  theCrown,  as  an  afylum 
from  corruption  ;  thereby  meaning  to  iniinuate  to  the  people^ 
that  they  could  and  ought  to  have  no  confidence  in  their 
reprefentatives,  and  that  they  mud  feek  for  proredion  in  the 
crown.  This  was  what  he  termed  the  moft  jnfidious  attack 
that  could  be  formed,  in  his  miaJ,  againft  the  conftitution^ 
for  it  was  aiming  to  infpire  the  opinion,  that  the  period 
was  arrived  which  Montefquieu  predifis  to  be  the  fall  of 
Britifh  liberty  —  when  the  Icglflaturc  (ball  become  more 
corrupt  than  the  executive  Government.  He  trufted,  faow<« 
ever,  that  we  were  not  yet  come  to  this  period,  and  be  had 
a  confidence  in  the  good  fenfe  and  energy  of  the  pf^ople  of 
England,  that  they  would  never  be  brought  haftily  to  cn«« . 
tcrtain  fufpiclons  of  that  Houfe ;  and  when  they  did,  that 
they  would  not  fly  to  the  Crown  for  deliverance.  That 
this  was  the  fcheme  of  the  Minifier,  he  did  not  entertaitk 
a  doubt ;  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  (hewed  in  what  in«  . 
£giuficance  and  contempt  he  profefled  to  hold  the  Com- 
DKins  of  England  ;  and  what  pains  he  took  on  all  occafiony 
to  fix  an  odium  on  their  name« 

The  right  hr..iourable  Gent letiran  concluded  with  declar** 
ing,  that  he  wiihed  Mr.  Burke  would  make  a  motion  off 
the  ^ech,  in  order  to  refcue  Parliament  from  the  reproach 
which  it  threw  upon  them  ^  and  to  teach  Miniflers,  that  • 
they  moft  not  fport  with  the  dignity  of  ^ the  Commoas  of 
England. 

The  Speaker  fald,  it  was  his  duty,  with  great  humility  and  TBe 
deference  to  the  Houfe,  to  ftate  the  point  of  order.  He  then  Speakerr 
with  infinite  precifion  kid  down  the  rule,  that  no  Gentle^ 
iDin  was  to  fpeak  more  than  once  in  a  debate ;  to  which 
there  were  only  two  exceptions,  which  cuftom  and  conveoi- 
ency  had  introduced.  The  one,  where  a  Miniftcr,  or  Mem- 
ber in  office  rifes  to  give  the  Houfe  rreceflary  information; 
the  other,  where  a  gentleman  rifcs  to  explain,  in  order  to 
prevent  his'  fads  -or  his  reafoning  from  being  mifconceived 
and  miffeprcfented.  The  Speaker  begged  it  to  be  under* 
fiood,  tliat  whenever  he  attempted  to  enforce  the  order,  and 
the  Houfe  over-ruled  him,  (as  they  undoubtedly  had  the 
power  to  do,  whenever  they  plcafed,)  it  was  not  to  be  im- 
puted to  him  as  a  negled  of  doty. 

Mr^  Pitt  faid  a  few  words'  in  explantioo  of  his  former  Mr.  Pltu 
fyeech. 

Vol.  IX«  K  General 
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Genersl  General  Conway  rofe,  and  in  a  (hort  fpcccb  declared,  that 
Conway,  nothing  appeared  to  him  more  clear  than  that  the  recojr* 
nition  was  unconditional,  nor  did  he  fee  why  anv  fallacy 
need  be  praftiled,  iincc  the  treaty  itfelf  would  he  (ubmitted 
to  Parliament  in  a  very  few  days,  when  the  Houfc  would 
be  able  to  judge  for  themfelves.  The  General  faid,  he 
laid  claim  to  no  great  fliare  of  knowledge  or  learning,  bat 
he  thought  there  were  fome  parts  of  the  ipeech,  properly  the 
fpeech  ofMajefty;  and  fome,  for  which  the  Minifter  was 
rcfponliWc,  He  declared,  he  was  amazed  to  hear  fuch  con- 
.  firuflions  pat  upon  the  fpeech,  as  he  had  heard ;  he  faw 
it  in  a  different  light.  Before  he  concluded,  he  faid,  he 
had  regarded  the  Mtniftcr  merely  in  his  public,  and  not  in 
*  hia  private  capacity.  That  he  watched  him  clofcly,  and 
faw  no  reafon  to  doubt.  That  the  furcft  way  to  keep  biih 
iincere,  was  to  take  care  that  he  afied  up  to  his  profeflions^ 
which,  he  declared,  he  had  hitherto  uniformly  done. 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Bitrke  Toft  again,  and  defended  his  former  argument* 
He  faid,  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  talked  of 
treating  him  with  fcorn  and  contempt,  he  made  ufe  of  un* 
fair  weapons  ;  for,  however  he  might  differ  with  that  right 
honourable  Gentleman,  no  circumAance  under  Heaven, 
could  make  him  treat  him  with  fcorn  and  contempt. 

Sir  Richard  Sir  Richard  Sutton  rofe  to  affcrt,  that  the  whole  of  the 
ution.  King's  fpceches  were  ever  to  be  confidered  as  the  fpeecbes 
of  the  Minifter.  Sir  Richard  faid,  he  had  read  a  printed 
account  of  what  palTed  the  preceding  day  in  another  place^, 
and  in  that  account  it  was  ftatcd,  that  a  Minifter  had  de- 
clared the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  America  was 
done  by  virtue  of  the  Royal  Prerogative,  and  ilot  in  confe* 
quence  of  any  Parliamentary  vote  or  power. 

The  addrrfs  wa&  then  read  a  fecond  time^  and  agreed  to. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  addrefs. 

Mo/l  grachus  Sovera^^ 

We,  your  Majcfty*s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fobjefts,  the 
Commons  of  (3reat  Britain  in  parliament  aflemblcd,  retura 
your  Majcfty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfc,  for  your  moft  gra- 
cious ipeech  trom  the  throne. 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge,  with  iincere  and 'hearty 
thanks,  your  Majcfty's  royal  care  and  attention  to  the  imporT 
tnnt  and  critical  ftate  of  public  afikirs  lince  the  (aft  feflioo, 
and  particularly  for  having  been  gra^ioully  pleafed  to  direft 
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your  meafuitfs  to  profnote  a  cordial  Tccoa^iliation  between 
Great  Britaio  aod  Jimcvicz. 

Peraic  us  to  cxprcfs  to  your  Msjefty  our  ratisfa£tion  that 
Toar  Majeftj,  in  the  cxercitc  of  the  powers  whicd  were  veftcd 
in  your  Majefty,  has  laid  the  foundation  of  a  peace  with  that 
coontry,  and  has  actually  agreed  upon  articles  to  be  concluded 
whenever  terms  are  finally  fettled  with  ihe  court  of  France, 
We  moft  ardently  wifh,  that  religion,  language,  interefis,^ 
and  affeftion,  may  yet  prove  the  bond  of  permanent  union 
between  the  two  countries. 

We  are  irnprelTed  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  advantages  re« 
fulting  from  the  fafety  of  the  great  branches  of  our  trade, 
and  of  the  happy  fuccefs  which  we  owe  to  the  1'pirit  of  your 
Majefty's  governor  and  carrifon  of  Gibraltar,  and  to  the 
ikiil  and  bravery  of  your  Majefly  V  fleet :  and  we  reflc£t  with 
peculiar,  pleafore  on  the  uninterrupted  continuance  of  our 
domeftic  ti^nquillity,  and  the  iignal  \n(lances  of  public 
fpiric  which  the  iituation  of  the  country  has  called  forh. 

We  rejoice  to  learn  that  advances  have  been  made  towards 
a  general  pacificationj  at  a  moment  ib  fuitable  to  your  Ma- 
jcfty's  dignity,  and  to  your  gracious  and  parental  regard  to    ' 
the  lives  of  your  Majcfty's  brave  and  gallnnt  fubjeSs. 

We  defire  to  thank  your  Majefty  for  having  promifcd  to 
acquaint  us,  as  foon  as  the  terms  are  concluded ;  and  to  afTurc 
your  Majefty  of  our  refolution  to  take  every  ^meafure  to  ic- 
cond  the  moft  vigorous  efforts  in  the  further  prorccution  of 
the  war,  if  any  unforefeen  change  in  the  difpofitions  of  the 
belligerent  powers  fhould  fruftrate  your  Majefty**  confident 
expcftations  of  peace. 

We  arc  anxious  to  offer  the  warmeft  return  of  gratitude  to 
your  Majefty,  for  your  gracious  ditpoiition  to  diminllh  U^e 
burthens  of  your  people;  and  to  aiTure  your  Majefty  that 
your  faithful  Commons  will,  as  they  ought,  moft  zealonjly, 
co-operate  in  foch  meafures  as  may  be  neceftary  to  give  ftahi- 
lity  to  regulations  for  that  purpofe.  We  will  chearfully  pro- 
vide for  the  deficiency  of  the  fum  granted  laft  year  for  the 
dtfcharge  of  the  debt  on  your  Majefty *8  civil  lift. 

We  will  apply  ourfelves,  iviih  the  moft  ferious  attention, 
to  the  many  important  points  which  your  Majefty  is  pleafcd 
to  recommend  to  our  confidcration :  we  will  do  every  thing 
Jn  ouf  pbw<?r  to  remedy  the  evils  which  may  be  apprehended 
from  the  general  fcanrity  of  corn;  to  put  a  hop  to  the  alarm- 
ing exccis  of  theft  and  robbery,  and  the  caufcs  fiom  which 
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thofe  crimes  originate;  and  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  gradual 
redemption  of  the  public  debt^  by  a  fixed  courfe  of  pay~ 
mcnt. 

We  r^colIe£t,  with  great  fatisfaftion,  thofe  liberal  meafures 
udopted  with  regard  to  the  rights  and  commerce  of  Ireland^ 
which  will,  we  truft,  infure  the  harmony  which  ought  always 
to  fubfift  between  the  two  kingdoms.  And  we  fhall  be  readjr 
to  confider  of  fuch  a  general  revifion  of  our  trading  fyftem  as 
mav,  in  the  prefcnt  bircumftances,  be  wife  and  expedient 

Wc  are  truly  fenfible  of  the  neceility  of  framing  fuch  regu- 
lations as  are  adapted  to  the  iituation  of  affairs  in  the  Eaffc 
Jndies.  And  we  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  k 
will  be  our  great  objed,  in  all  our  deliberations,  to  manifed 
that  teknper  and  thofe  principles  which  your  Majefty  is  plealcd 
to  inculcate,  and  which  are  required  of  us  by  the  duty  we  owe 
to  your  Majefty,  to  our  conftituents,  and  to  ourfelves^ 

December  y. 

The  Earl  Ludlow  reported  to  the  Houfc,  that  his  Majefty 
leaving  been  waited  upon,  to  know  his  Majefty's  pleafure, 
whenlie  would  be  pleafed  to  be  attended  by  the  Houfe,  had 
appointed  that  day  at  two  o'clock* 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  take  into  confideration  the  King^s 
.  fpeech,  and  refolved  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
'    ^nd  appoiuted  Monday  for  going  into  a  commitlee  on  the 
motion. 

The  Speaker  attended  by  a  number  of  members  then  re- 
paired to  Saint  Jame&^s  to  prefcnt  the  addrcfs  of  the  Houfe  tq 
his  Majefty, 

December  9. 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Houfe  attended 
his  M<ijefty  on  Saturday  laft  with  their.addrefs;  to  which  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  this  moft  gracious  anfwer: 

**  Gentlemen  of  the'  Houfe  of  Commons j 
^  I  return  you  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs, 
^<  I  am  happy  to  receive  your  afiurances  of  fatisfadion  on 
being  acquainted  that  articles  have  been  agreed  upon  with 
Amoricay  to  take  effcR  whenever  te^ms  of  peace  (hall  bo 
finally  fettled  with  the  court  of  France;  and  that  while  you 
re|oice  to  learn,  that  advances  have  been  made  towards 
^  general  pacification^  you  are  at  the  famt  time  refolded  to 
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fecond  the  moft  vigorous  eflfbrts  in  the  farther  proiecution  of 
the  war,  it*  any  unforelecn  change  in  the  clifpoiition  of  the 
belligerent  powers  fhoald  fruftrate  my  confident  expeftationt 
of  peace." 

In  a  committee  of  the  whole  Honfe,  Mr.  Ord  in  the  chatTy 
it  wki  refolved  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to. his  Majefty* 

»  . 

Deeemher  lo. 

Mr.  Rolle  ro(cto  afk  Adminlftration  if  they  had  any  in-  Mr.RoU^ 
t|2{ition  of  moving  a  vote  of  thanks  to  General  Eliott  and 
Lord  Howe. 

Mr.  Secretary  Townfliend  kid y  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  Mf.Setw- 
anfwcr  the  queftion  oflicially ;  for  his  own  parr,  he  did  not  taryTtwaf. 
know  that  there  was  any  fuch  thing  in  contemplation,  and  he  hend. 
believed  there  was  not;  for  it  was  confidcrcd  that  the  honoar- 
ahle  mention  that  had  been  made  of  their  conduft  in  his  Ma- 
jcfly's  fpeech,  and  the  approbation  of  that  condu£t  exprelFcd 
m  the  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majcfty,  fufficiently  conveyed 
the  thanks  of  the  Houfc.  He  had  a  good  deal  of  conver- 
fation  with  Lord  Howe,  and  fome  of  the  ofTicers  under  his 
Lord{hip  upon  the  expedition  to  Gibraltar,  and  they  were  all 
thoroughly  fatisfied  with  having  received  the  thanks  of  par- 
liament in  the  manner  already  mentioned;  and  when  it  was 
mentioned  to  them,  they  faia,  in  confequencc  of  what  had 
fallen  from  an  honourable  gcntlemaii,  in  debate,  they  would 
much  rather  it  were  not  mentioned.  As  to  General  Eliott, 
he  could  inform  the  Houfe  that  he  had  received  orders  from 
his  Majcfty  to  write  a  letter  to  the  General,  cxprclflng,  in 
the  bighcft  terms  he  could  conceive,  his  Majefty*8  appro- 
bation of  his  conduA,  and  alfo  to  inforni  him,  that  his  Ma-  • 
jtfty  intended  to  beftow  on  him  a  diftinguiflied  mark  of  his 
royal  f^dvour. 

Mr.  Secretary  faid  he  {poke  on  this  point  totally  unin- 
formed of  what  others  of  his  Majcfty 's  minifters  might  mean 
to  do. 

yix.  Brett  faid  he  woulcj,  on  a  fubfequent  day,  move  for  |^,^  ^^^^ 
a  renewal  of  the  a£l  which  authorifed  the  fale  of  captured 
vcffcls. 

Mr.  Hujpj  hoped,  that  the  claufe  which  impowcrcd  the  Mr.HolTey. 
Privy-council  to  treat  for  ranfoming  them  would  be  left  out, 
as  it  was  (hamefully  abufed.     He  did  not  mean  to  throw  any 
afpcriioo  vpoa  the  l^riyy-cpuncil,  it  was  not  their  fault,  nor 
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wtt  it  in  their  power  to  prerent  the  tbule;  therefore  he 
wiihed  it  were  left  out. 
Mr.Btaikc  Mr.  Bitrki  rofe  to  give  notice,  that  he  would  rcfume  the 
confideration  of  the  fyftem  of  reform  which  he  had  brought 
on  two  ye^rs  ago,  and  of  which  fome  part .  had  been  carried 
i^to  execution  in  the  conrfe  of  the  Uft  feffions,  1  he  Houfe 
would  recoUe£b,  what  was  faid  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  crown 
lands;  the  matter  had  been  poftponed,  in-order  to  arrange  it 
fully,  and  to  gain  the  approbation  and  confent  of  the  parties 
to  whom  it  related.  The  motions,  as  originaUy  made  by 
him,  were  entered  on  the  Journals,  and  he  ifnould,  on  the  iirft 
.  convenient  day,  move  that  the  fame  fhould  be  read,  and  then 
proceed  to  take  the  fame  into  confideration. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  he  had  hoped  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  have  thought  it  necclTary  to  intimate 
any  fuch  motion  to  the  Houfe,  as  the  reform,  to  which  the 
honourable  member  alluded,  made  a  part  of  his  Majcfty*s 
fpeech;  and  therefore  if  time  was  given  to  the  King^s  minify 
ters,  they  would  certainly  bring  on  the  fubjeft.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not  mean  to  run 
a  race  with  the  King*s  minifters  for  popularity  on  the  matter. 
It  would  be  furely  fair  and  decent  to  allow  his  Majefty*s 
minifters  time  to  bring  before  the  Houfe  the  fubjeds  which 
were  mentioned  in  the  fpeech,  and  which  they  wereYledged 
to  carry  into  execution. 

Mr.  Burie  faid,  that  it  was  by  no  means  his  inclination,  at 
bis  time  of  life,  to  run  a  race;  nor  if  he  were  fo  inclined, 
could  he  have  any  profpeA  of  fuccefs  in  running  againft  fb 
young,  fo  aftive,  and  fo  enterprizing  a  courfer  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.  But  what  need  had  he  to  run  a  race 
in  the  matter.  The  prize  was  already  won.  He  had  won  the 
plate.  Th^  matter  was  originally  his  own,  and  the  intrufion 
won^d  be  on  the  part  of  minifters;  and  the  civility  which  was 
due  to  the  original  mover  of  a  buiinefs  ought  to  deter  men 
from  haftily  interfering,  and  taking  it  out  of  his  hand^.  He 
remembered  an  inftance  of  fuch  an  intrufion  of  a  recent  date. 
When  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  fat,  at  that  time,  on 
the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe  with  himfelf,  propofed  the  appoint*- 
ment  of  a  commiifion  of  accounts,  a  noble  Lord,  in  a  blue 
ribband,  haftily  and  uncivilly  took  the  matter  into  his  own 
hands,  and  ftrove  to  ftrip  the  honourable  gentleman  of  the 
Credit  of  fo  valuable  a  mcafure.  He  remcml>ered  too^  that 
that  honourable  gentleman  had  fo  feverely  reprehended  the 
noble  Lord  for  his  conduct,  had  held- him  in  fuch  reprobation 
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for  his  bcfaavioiir,  that  bit  friends  were  afliamed  of  defeml* 
iDg  bim*  He  could  not  hope  to  be  able  to  condema  fodi 
conduft  in  terms  fo  ftrong  and  expreilive  as  thofe  made  alb 
of  bj  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to ;  he  tnifted^ 
therefore,  that  he  ihouid  have  his  iffiftance,  if  he  (hould 
haTe  occafioa  to  charge  his  Majefty's  minifters  with  a  fimilar 
interference. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  replied,  that  he  did  not  wilh,  noft  Jjji^^ 
was  it  the  intention  of  minifters^  to  rob  the  honourable  gen* 
tieman  of  the  laurels  he  had  lb  juftty  won  by  his  bill  of  re* 
form ;  it  was  a  wife  maxim,  it  had  met  with  the  aiGftaoce 
and  fupport  of  the  gentleman  now  in  adminift ration,  and 
therefore  he  thought  it  was  the  leis  neceflary  for  the  honoar* 
able  gentleman  to  entertain  any  doubts  of  the  matter,  efpt» 
dally  as  it  was  mentioned  particularly  in  the  King*«  fpeecfa, 
that  (eriotis  attention  had  been  paid  to  the  matter.  He  had 
a  very  high  opinion  of  the  honouraUe  gentleman's  abilities 
and  integrity,  and  would  be  happy  to  concur  with  him  ia 
any  thing  that  originated  in  fo  laudable  an  intention. 

December  ir. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  for 
the  purpofe  of  voting  the  navy, 

Mr.  Fve  rofe,  he  faid,  not  to  oppofe  the  fupplies,  but  he  |fr.  po,. 
thought  it  his  duty  to  know  pofitively  and  explicitly,.wfaetber 
we  were  to  have  peace  or  war.    He  faid,  that  on  the  23d 
of  November,  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  written  a  letter  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  of  London  %  the  moft  extra* 

ordinary 

*  The  following  it  a  copy  of  the  faid  letter,  and  alfo  of  another 
feat  on  the  3d  of  December.     Fide  tMreifs  Rrmembr ameer. 

70  tU  J^igkt  Mom.  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

fFhItehallf  Nov.  23,  17S1. 
My  Lord, 
Hb  Majefty'ft  minifters,  aaxious  to  pre^xnt,  as  early  as  poflible, 
the  mifchiefK  too  commonly  refulcing.  from  fpeculations  in  the  funds 
during  the  uncertain  iiace  of  negotiations  for  peace  between  th^  powers 
9t  war,  and  which  it  is  to  the  general  honour  and  intcreft  of  all  great 
f  owcrs  to  avoid,  have  thought  it.  their  duty  to  alk  his  Majefly's  per-* 
miffion,  to  communicate '  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  publiCf 
that  the  negociations,  now  carrying  on  at  Parlsi  are  broughl  fo  far 
to  a  point,  as  to  promife  a  dcciUve  conclufion,  whether  for  war  ot 
peace,  before  Che  meeting  of  parliament,  which  will,  on  that  account, 

he 
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ctdmary  and  unaccountable  he  had  ever  hbard  ofy  and  had 
therein  affigned,  as  a  reafon  for  the  prorogation  of  parlia- 
menty  the  treaty  of  peace  which  wa^s  on  the  tapis  between 
this  country  and  the  belligerent  powers;  in  that  iecter  he  had 
promifed,  that  at  the  meeting  of  parliamtnt,  on  the  5th  of 
December^  he  would  inform  his  Lordfliip  and  the  public 
pofitivcly,  whether  we  were  to  have  peace  or  war.  The  par- 
Itaeicnt  had  met,  and  the  public  were  ftill  in  a  Aate  of  un- 
certainty ;  they  were  juft  now  g^ing  to  provide  for  the  navy, 
and  no  explaoation  had  been  made  by  minifters.  He  there* 
fore  called  upon  them  to  (land  forward  and  inform  thl» 
Houfe,  whether  we  were  to  have  peace  or  war.  He  did  by 
BO*  means  wifli  to  prefs  minifiers  to  reveal  any  matter  that  it 
might  be  prudent  for  them  to  conceal ;  he  only  wiflied  they 
would  inform  the  Houfe,  if  they  had  any  real  grounds  to  go 
upon,  when  they  fent  that  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor.  For 
bis  own  part  he  lielieved  they  had  not,  He  did  not  wifh 
minifters  to  mention  the  terms  of  peace;  he  only  defired 
them  to  tell  the  Houfe,  whether  there  was  a  negociatioo  at 
that  time  going  on,  and  fuch  a  one  as  promifcd  a  peace; 
or  whether  there  was  now  a  fair  profpe£t  of  peace,  or  a  cer- 
tainty of  war  I  He  delired  minifters  would  be  candid,  and 

fay, 
bcL  prorogued  from  Tucfday,  the  %6th  inflant,  to  Thurfday,  Decem- 
ber $•  I  have  his  Majefty's  comtnands  to  nffure  your  Lordlhip>  tliac 
you  will  receive  immediate  notice  of  the  ifTue. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 

T.  TOWNSHEND. 

A  copy  of  the  above  letter  was  alfo  fent  to  the  Dire£lors  of  the  Banlc 
of  England. 

7^0  tk$  Righi  Mm.  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 

WhUehallf  December  3 ,  17  S  t  • 
My  Lord, 
In  confcquence  of  my  lener  to  ybur  Lordihip  of  the  izd  of  lafl 
month,  I  take  the  carlieft  opportunity  of  acquainting  you,  that  a  mcf- 
fengcr  is  this  moment  arrived  from  Paris  with  an  account  of  pro- 
vifional  articles  having  been  figned  the  30th  of  November  by  his 
Majefty's  commiflioners  and  the  commiiJioners  Of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  be  inferted  in  and  to  conftitute  a  treaty  of  peace, 
which  is  Co  be  concluded,  wlien  terms  of  a  peace  (hall  be  agreed  upon 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  order  that  your  Lordfiiip  may 
jtuke  tlie  (ame  known  to  the  public  as  foon  as  pofTible. 

X  haY«  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

T.  TOVVNSHENDk 
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lay,  wfactber  b^fort  dm  Glniftmfts  leceft  riicre  mta^  a  proijpcft 
of  having  the  information  that  was  promifed  to  be  laid  bcfocQ 
the  Houfe.  He  wdoUl  sot  j^sril  witii  ibcnk  about  sl  few  days  ; 
bat  he  wilhed  they  wooM-fpeak  explicitly- oa  the- matter. 
He  fa»  tbeie  was  fiidi..dupliciiy  ia  fiwne  of  4faeir  conduQ^* 
that  he  coald  &ottmft:them«  Heti^en  adverted  to  the 
avovrcdinteofttonoEtheletfiec,  whkh,  from  the  integrity  of. 
the  Right  Honourable  SeoreUi^  Who  wrote-  it^  be  would  OQC. 
SfBpeach ;  but  he  woold  fay^-^  that  it  had  ^  very  dijSerc^t 
tSoBt  fasta  that  which,  it  was  profefied  to  have;. namely,  ]tQ  . 
prereot  gambltog  10  Ae?hnd»»  If  adminiftnition  h^d  ^nr 
dcavDored  to  invent  «  fcheme  to  create  ipoeulertion  in  .that 
particalar,  they  could  not  have  thought  on  ^morcefFc^ual 
one  thaxi  that  comaiiledin  the  letter;  itw^s  tellii^  wmts 
'-Gentfeaaeoy. we  are  on  a  tncaty  of  peate,  a^Dd  on.ibe  5th. q? 
i>ecember  we  ihall  come  to. 9  determi^ition^  .now  i$  your- 
time  for  fpecolatioo,  now  is.  <he  •  time  you  may  make  ypur 
fortiuesy  if  you  are  good  politicians.^  «  Had  't«  be^nkpowtt 
on  the  firft  .^y  of  tKe  *Qieetin|;  of  parliaoKAt,  or  a  day  or 
two  after,  what  theifr  [detf^rmmation  was^  11  might  have 
atooedfoc  fuch  a  bluodtfr;;,but  we  are  ftiU  going  on,  fay}^br» 
in  the  dark,  and  the  public  are  in  the  fame  dil(SiBm» :  he 
therefioKc  thought  n  was  a  dgty  hia  Majeftj's  minifters.  owed 
the  public,  tafay  wbtlbtV'Vny -^oforefeen  ciroumfiance  bad 
amervened  .which  broke^tfff  the  negociauon  that  was  (aid 
to  be  00  foot  the  aadof-^ November,  ai\d  00.  which  minifiers 
thought  themfeWesjuftified  in  taking  the  ilep.  which  tbe]^did 
of  pQ^poBsog  the  parlaamentlR>r  ^  w^^9  and  of  writing 
fudi  atettec  to  theXiQrd  Mayor  of  London  and  the  Governors 
of  the  Sank.  It  was  incumbent  on  the  Right  Honourable 
Secretary  toiexpbin  to  the  Hquie  the  reafon  of  things  having 
turned  out<difierently  from^what  they  had  declared  they  would 
loro  out;  or  to  apologise  tp  the  Houfe  for.  havinf^  taken  ia 
extraordUiary  aftep  without;good  foundatidpn  and  authoritv. 
It  had  been  the  cauie  of  fi>  x^ucb  mifcbief,  and  might  be  to^ 
caufe  of  fo  moch  more, .  in  tlie  confequences  of  the  gambling 
it  would  produce  that  hundreds  of  re(|i<e£iable,  but  credulous 
fasmiies  might  be  reduced  to  vuio.  Far  all  fuch  confcquencea 
he  ihoukl  thick  his  Msvje^y's  minifters  accountable.  If  the 
Rigbt  Honfiqrable  Gf nckman  had  be.en^  deceived,  and  was 
noihimfelf  the  deceiver,  let  bim  come  forward  and  fay  fo. 
There  nroil  be  c^uooftaoces  of  a  very  curious  nature  whicb 
had  tended  to  engage  mipifters  in  praAifu)g  fa  poor  a  deluiion; 
Vol..  IX.  L  for 
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{i>T  ^^M)[oat  a  Mt'^nd  «S|4ieit  czplaiiiRiDn  U  mbft  call  it 
aMo£6ii.  •• 

pisriri  at  this  ttne^  he  tt'oold^  at  a  fibtoi^  litiie,  call  upon  hicn 
for  4kt  Aftie  flitt^s^toti.  His  f«(  Sn -liii  daim  to  tbiv  and 
iMien  the  whete  Of  the  bfriineft  oaibe  hUf  USott  the  Honfe, 
He  v^bukt%fae«i'lpeak  hu  fttttiroeotft  farther  upoa  ihc  ibttter^ 
akkr  ^igti'm  trftit  <br  JdMiat  he  had  a  righc  to  kaow. 

Some  te&foa  hiul  beta  dlftted  by  anoAer  Riffbt  Hofwor* 
Mt  O^titkbitili  (Mn  Pitt)  for  aot  ehteria^imo^  texfaer  ex- 
pitft^idh  for  theptfifetit,  upon  the  ^^ifional  artideii  at 
tliii  fsMe  ttttt  dM0nriiig,  thtft  hf  A  tefeitnce  to  a  parcicn\ar 
litiflhge  hi  the  Kifig*i  fpttt\i^  a  nilt  cotthmmicaiion  of  their 
Hiltoii^dh  reQ>tfftttig  America  ttiighk  he  had.  He  m>i%  not 
fttiifitd  with  iMi.  Htt  knte'vr  that  Ri^t  Hononiabfe  Gentle- 
fniih  Witt  iiot  tfie  'ibtomemher  of  ^Ida&iftratito;  aodl>^e  like- 
wlftl^riidw  thtt  different  Oj^nioAs  pttrail^  ambn^^dttto,  at 
u>  tht  ei^aiiftltiofe  bf  &at  piartibfl|ar))«aage.  The  tvaTonts 
the  Rtg^t  HemotiMbte  G«ntlMfM:gfti^«»  were  ai  fir  aii  re* 
garded  hittoftlfpetffrftljr  fatiiiaailff ;  4mt*he  cbnldnot  go  an 
hondred  jTtf^dt  ticotit  that  Hotift^  withbot  hbaill^  a  ftr  dilft* 
feht  etpiaaatioto. 

Wat  hbt  thti  then  a  Aillldetft  gmvnd  to  doubt  "upon.  It 
Wat  filftly  tiecdrafy  to  tittd  oat^  wMeh  of  the  two-  t^taioot 
w^t  the  6nb  to  he  i€itd  upon. .  The  words  in  the  'pottage  of 
the  fpeech  allQcled  to,  might  be  ftrong  and  exfA^loalofy ;  but 
If  th'^  were  ttdt  tfahen  alike  1>y  dli;  it  plahrty  jbeli^ed,  that 
Vxhf  were  irid^etminate.  iFwat^nf  ihe  higheft  oewftftuencte, 
that  this  matter  (bould  be  delved  Opi  and  pot  Upon  £beli 
k  (bating  as  could  not  eafily  W  mt<Viaderftood«  He  nkight 
differ  froati  the  Hrg^  HoAootabte  GefiflAn^n  atlb  the  con- 
hniAion  of  them,  and  how  was  thii  point  to  l»  fettled  i  It 
Wail  not  like  a>  diffcttttct  on  'any  o^er  OktcaAon,  wfatie  aa 
appeal  wis  to  be^ad.  If  the  Ri|ht  Honourable  Gentleman 
^nd  hi mfelf  entered  into  a  bond,  it  was  not^  fo  miKh  con- 
Xetju'ence  whefhcr  Or  not  they  ^Igreed  upon  the  meaning  of 
its  contents;  an  appeal  teingmade  |o  a  tribunal,  tiiat  would 
•certainly  afcertain  what  in  joftite  was  the  flial  intentions 
of  It.  But  in  the  prefent  inftance,  nofoch  appeal  Wat  tb  be 
fiad ;  it  was  therefore  ^e  duty  of  that  Hott^v  to  call  ibc  the 
•tndR  explicit  and  unequivocal  definition.  He  did  not  want 
•the  l^ight  Honourable  Gentleman  who  had  wrote  the  letter, 
.  to  come  forth  and  relate  fiGidi  particulars^  as  by  ibc  liiture  of 
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lure  day  farther  notice  would  be  taken  i^.  tbe  matter ;  iie 
did  not  know  bot  be  IhoQldttiaike  a  motioa  to  that  effcA. 

Mr*  Edtn  begged  to  be  underftood  to  hate  voted  tbe  Ad*  ^'*  ^^*** 
dreis  as  a  mere  refpeAftd  ackaowledgmenc  of  the  communi  • 
catiom  made  by  his  Majefty •  He  had  joiqed  in  that  acknow- 
ledgment from  a  defirc  to  promotiK  tinanimirjr  in  a  moment 
big  vrith  public  danger  and  difficulty.  He  had  ftiewn  himfelf 
by  nomeans-a  worihipperof  the  Miaifters  in  the  hour  of  their 
tcLomph;  aad  whilft  they  were  unbrokeo.  He  was  for,  how^^ 
ever,  from  the  wifli,  evenif  he  had  theabilUy,  to moleft 
them  in  shis^'fcafon  of  their  embanajBinents.   ' 

He  conifideted  the  ipeecb  as  merely  ftating  a  depending  4in* 
iiniflicd  trea^,  which  had  opened  a  proipeA  of  peace,  but 
ftill  left  the  coootry  in  a  ftate  of  war.  And  as  to  the  mean* 
iagofthe  proviiional  articles,. he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
diSereoces between  Miniilers^  fo much  talkedof,  were  rather 
in  words  than  in  fubftance ;  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  Co- 
lonies, at  this  hour,  poflefied  bodi  an  afiual  and  an  ackaow-« 
ledged  independence.  And  whether  that  independence  was 
to  be  proclaimed  at  the  clofe  of  this  treaty,  or  at  the  do&  of 
another  which  might  foon  be  opened  ;  whether  it  was  then  or 
Whenever  a  peace  was  concloded  with  France ;  whether  it 
was  the  preliminary  to  a  treaty,  or  the  preliminary  of  a 
treaty,  the  diftioAion,  fo  far  as  the  recovery  of  the  late  Co- 
lonies was  concerned,  feemed  to  him  immaterial.  Since 
they  were  to  be  independent,  it  figni&d  little,  whether, 
pending  the  war,  they  were  called  revolted  Colonies,  or  a 
foreign  enemy* 

The  policy  of  offering  independence  was  obvious  in  its  in* 
teotion  ;  he  doubted  its  iblidity  ;  but  lince  the  trial  was  to  be 
made,  he  wifhed  that  it  had  been  more  fully  and  explicitly 
made.  He  doubted  whedier  the  a£t  of  Parliament  empower^ 
i.ig  the  King  to  treat,  authorized  a  difmemberment  of  the 
empire;  but  if  the  power  did  not  exift  by  ftatute,  it  muft  be 
fought  in  prerogative  ;  it  was,  however,  a  dangerous  preror 
gative,  of  an  alarming  extent,  and  he  muft  prefume  that  Parr 
liament  would  have  been  confaited,  unlefs  there  were  circum- 
fiai^es  in  the  articles  rcfpe£ting  boundaries,  oblivion  and  iiw 
demnity  to  loyaliils,  commercial  advantages  sfnd  arrange-* 
ments,  payment  of  large  debts  due  to  theBritifh  merchants^ 
and  other  matters  wbichr  might  make  part  of  the  provifions, 
and  jufkify  that  mode  of  treaty  upon  the  ground  of  expediency. 
Mr.  Eden'wilhedneverthclcisto  know  from  Mr.  Fox,  why, 
in  his  pieoitade  of  po};rer,  and  ia.  his  zeal  to  give  indepen- 
dence 
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fore  Parliainonti  at  Uifr.  mod9  ADoft  cwdufivr^  tod  ii^  th/9 
greiteft  noeortety. 

Hia  optnifltti,  1m  6ni^  had  oavci  ytdfttrCtAiQr  m  to  ^%  juftiof 
of  tlio  war,  or  iit  praAicability  9^  differcnc  pefiffda-;  Imt  he 
had  conlidcred  theconteft  as  given  iip>  from  tb^boiur.lbAt  th< 
rote  (aoder  whatever  afTuraaces  ii  might  htve  b(eo  obtaijied) 
had  pafled  laft  year  te  compel  a  defcofivie  war.    Thu  vote 
alooe  would  have  cccatcd  the  neceifitjr  of  givia^  iodopen^ 
dtaoe.    That  vote  left  the  Miniften^without  eiihtr  power 
or  pretext  to  purfue  the  i^ecovwiy  of  tbe  Odonici.    h  biwi 
not,  indeed^  obltgod  them  to  evacuate  and  makiea  gr8tit«}tous 
ceffign  of  Carolina  and  Georgia^  aod  it  waa  not  ju  eiafy  to 
afcerfcain  why  they  had  refoWed  on  ihofe  meafurei^  or  vmy, 
havtog  refolved  on  them^  they  h^  fo  long  deli^jed  the  ex* 
eeution  of  them. 
Mn  Btrrke.      Mr^  Burl^  fpolce  next.    His  honourable  friend  had  aflced  a 
plaia  queftioo  of  rhe  right  hoooiireble  gentleman^  and  what 
bad  he  received  for  anfwer )  He  coQld  get  no  farther  ioforr 
matbn  on  the  fobjoft  than  before  had  Men  given  ;  the  pa& 
fage  in  the  fpeech  wai  again  held  up  as  fvll  and  expFanatory, 
and  carrying  its  own  meaning  upon  the  face  of  it :  but  fo  far 
waa  it  ^e   contrary,   that  Minifters  themielvea  did  not 
cooftrue  it  alike  :  they  were  divided  in  their  opinions^  and 
which  of  them  waa  to  be  adhered  to  i    No  fatisfaftion  coold 
arife  from  fach  a  diverfity  of  opinion*    He  had  underftood 
the  article  in  the  fame  manner  with  his  honour^e  friend ; 
but  he  no  fooner  went  abroad  than  a  rumour  was  fpread  that 
it  waa  confknied  by  ibme  to  have  quite  a  different  tendency* 
It  might  be  here  faid,  that  a  thing  fo  ferious  ought  not  to  be 
affe&ed  by  a  light  rumour ;  but  he  was  of  opinion^  th^  in 
proportion  to  the  weight  and  confequence  of  a  matter,  a  ru* 
mour,  let  it  be  ever  fo  light,  ought  fo  far  to  affeft  it,  as  to 
foake  men  jealona  who  nad  any  concern  therein,  left  any 
thing  improper  or  dangerous  was  likely  to  befall  it.    In  cafes 
)ike  the  present,  it  was  neceiTary  to  probe  rumour  to  the  hot- 
tpm  \  if  there  Ihonld  appear  no  foundation  for  fufpicion,- there 
laras  4  fatisfadioo  in  fafety.    Matters  of  trivial  oonfideration 
were  pot  fo  to  be  affcfted  or  attended  to,  on  flight  reports ; 
the  danger  in  letting  them  pafs  waS' trifling;  their  own  want 
of  confequence  made  it  fo,  as  nothing  very  calamitous  could 
arife,  even  from  the  worft  that  could  happen  ;  but  in  af&iia 
of  fuch  ii^agnitude  as  the  prefent,  who  could  be  too  m^ch  on 
their  guard  ?  Thp  flighteft  rumour  ought  tq  hav^  its  weight ; 
'  mifchief^ 
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flufcittcfs  of  di«  laft  dIeCbriptioiH  ini^t  be  ^preve^tcd  by 
aice^  4^0^  ^^  timelj  iaterferf  nc^;  .fuckmifchiefs,  at  if 
HOC  averted^  ^\l^^  '^^''  ^  Ttmcdied*  What  he  had  bcard^ 
vasfr^n  oo  tnBing  aotboritj,  but  aay  amon^  thofe  with 
whom  be  beld  oommuaicatioii  coiald  inWm  bm^  that  Mir 
Aifien  were  divide4  a«  to  ibe  Qonftru^tion  of  tbe  pafi^ge  fo 
modi  pointed  at  in  tbe  Speech. 

Hie  Majeftjr'e  Mioiften^  in  cfaiistalkii^  «  double  hogoagCp 
refismbfec)  tbe  tctpcaX^  which  ttf tvralifts  dcferibe  to  have  two 
heeds  $  that  u,  a  head  at  each  tend,  Sych  a  ferpenr,  he 
hoped)  lived  only  ia  chimera;;  but  Miniftert  refemUed  fuch 
anaahaal;  cbeybi&d  a  different  language  from  the  head 
and  tbe  tail«  add  mcQ  wer/?.,cpDr$3uiK)ed  between  the  con- 
tradiAo^y  ftorief» 

The  rig^t  booosrable  Qent)liP0Mi(n  had  tol4  hie  honourable 
friend)  tbatif  he  wooM^Mtootaoy  nf  thofe  who  were 
Aock  jobbers,  he  would  drag  them  into  light*  Wonderful 
mdeoi  |M»  bis  power!  hecouid  drag  «kole  to  light,  :who 
werefirft4ioiotedout  to4iim. 

Tbofe  of  fttch  a  deferiptioo,  if  they  were  in  exifienc<) 
went  io  tbs  light  alread|r>  a^d  need  o^ly  to  be  pointed  oujc 
to  be  dofpifed*  That  vtifrWttt  iaexifteace^  bis  honourable  ' 
friend  might  fibew,  bftal^itig  him  to  Jonailian'e^  oj:  inio  the 
Baoh^  iriitre  the  right  b9iibur4d>le  gemlemaA  might  drag 
awny^  be  im^,  for  OHght^  he  earodi  4hrow  bis  nel,  and 
dng  cberil  lA  on.  (bore  together*  What .  he  bad  to  aik  of 
the  fi^t  honourable gefktleman  was,  ^fedfeifatisffiAioo  upon 
the  braaeft  of  the  prelm^ftery  articles  oanicularly  th^F 
relpeAiog  Actieriean  independence.  Wfts  .tpis  bafinels  done 
by  victue  of  ^n  a^  of  the  Iqgiflatufe,  or  by  thtit  of  prero- 
gative }  If  by  prerc^ive^  be  vi^oold  veniute  to  hy^  that 
fTtr^ziire^  fo  ufed,  was  a  vevy- dangerous  tbiag.  But  what 
wes  'beeokne  of  the  degoeiaiion,  and  the  immedisu  f^ace 
that  k  fcemiftd }  uta  trit^  aninw.  If  it  was  ever  in  being, 
why  wak  not  Parliament  jprojterly  infermed'? 

Tbete.i^ere  three  optmons  in  tbie  etmntty  reading  .the 
great  aiid  important  queftion  of  AraerttisH: independence*; 
they  sBfgbt  each  of  ibem  appear  rea^mable  and'  upright >(  he 
would  nofc  pretend  to  deoide  upon  either  of  tbean.  1  he  iirft 
of  the  tbiee  wd^  <*  That  i4dq>endem:e  lo  ;America,.  under 
any  ,cobfidrrati0fis  or  eondkitos,  ivas  a  real  misfortune  to 
The  Oatioae '  this  idea  4Qsgkt  prevail  with  feme  men  of 
every  de(ciiption  in  that  Houfe,  and  he  was  ferry  that  it 
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confiftcd  of  thofe  of  all  flcfdriptlons ;  be  ftiotiid  ttbf  pretend 
to 'refute  it.'  The  -next  w:ity'**  That 'independence  ought 
Bbt  to  be  granted  to  Atneriea;  wltbont  an  Equivalent  of 
fome  nature  Or  other^  as  the  price  of  pea^,  or  for  fonMthing 
beneficial  to  this  country  ;**  thfe  laft  war**  tl\at  k  Should 
ht  given  up  without  any  confiderati6n  of  any  for*,  *that  the 
recognition  of  it  by  this  country  ftiould  be  fre6  and  un- 
Umited  :**  amongft  the  laft  clafs,  was  himfelf  and -his  right 
honourable  frieJnd.  '  The'moft  uninformed  perfon»rn*  that 
Houfe  could  not  but  perceive  that  independence  was  not  to  lie 
withheld  from  America  five' years' ago  j  that  is,  that  this 
country  had  not  power  to  withhold  if.  The  moment  an*  oflnm- 
'  five  war  was  waged^  from  that  moment  America  wai  Ibft  be- 
yond all  hope.  He  wifhed  to  alk  the  right  honourable  Oentlc- 
man  to  which  of  theft  opfinions'  thi  prcliminljr/'ittttetes  re- 
ferred, or  were  built  upon,  before*  he  voted  itbe'fupplies, 
which  were  then  going  to  be  alk^d  foK  * 
Mr.  ChM-  .  ..Mr.  Chancellor  Pht  faid,  that  Ms  right  honoiurable  JFriend 
ccUor  Pitf.  ^^^  clearly  right  in  faying,  that  he  did  not  thJnk- himfelf 
bolind  toma);e  <fithet  an  explanation  or  an  apology  ;  for  an 
apoWy  could  oftfy  ht  proper  where  thiere.#a6  9  cO^toufnefs 
of  oSeifce,  and  ^n- explanation  cooM  not«be  ma<)e  .confident 
With  dmy.  It  wais  hb  opinion,  'that  the  -.preient^iebate  was 
l-ather  difordtfly  5  for  it  wat  clearly  the  point- before  the 
Houfe,  to  enquire  whether  the  Speaker  ftiould  orftitthe'diair, 
in  order' to  vote^  the Teamen  necdTaVy-for  the  lenriee  of  the 
enfuing  year.  •  Whether  we  were'  to  have  a  war  or  a  peace, 
be  conceived  it  Mrould  be  ncei(ffi(t^  W  have  a  wareftablifh- 
itient  in  the  firft'inftance  ;  and  furefy  4f  we  fhould  have  a 
peace  in  a  fhort  time,  and  tbtt  the  feamen  voted  fhould  not 
be  neceifary,  the  gr&nt  of  thefum  would  not  be  improper, 
for  it  might  ij»  the  winding  up' of  a  peace  be  very'wiiely  ap* 
plied  to  the  difehlrge  of  fo- orach  of*  the  navyilebt.  He 
i'aw  that  there  waa  adifpofition  toaecuft,  and  tfcerefbrehe 
fhould  be  more  m^afarcd  in  hU  expreffiohs*  He  had  faid 
\indoubtedly,  -tlKit  the  provifionalaf titles*  would  ber  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  Houfe  m  a  fetr  <Iay«;  but  he  trofttd  that  the 
Houfe  would  fkot  conftme  thefe  words  fo  nearly  aa.to  accufe 
1iim,  if  they  fhould  not  bt  laid  on  the  table  for  a  week  or  a 
fortnight.  But  he  had  faid,  that  it  anight  be  tnconfifienc 
with  the  pablic«fafety  to  lay  theni'  00  the  table,  Offending  the 
xiegociadoo  with  the  other  powen  at  war  •  he  was  ftill  of 
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the  (amc  opioion)  and  could  only  now  aflure  the  Hooie^  that 
they  would  be  laid  before  them,  on  the  inftant  that  there 
Ihould  be  a  conclofion  either  for  war  or  peace.  At  the  fame 
time  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  the  explanation  which  he 
had  given  of  the  proviiional  agreement,  he  had  given  on  ma-* 
ture  confideration,  and  he  perfifted  in  it*  The  provifional 
articles  acknowledged  the  independence  of  America,  fub* 
fiantially  and  conclufively,  and  the  recognition  could  not  be 
revoked,  even  if  the  pr^fent  treaty  (hould  go  ofF,  This  was 
the  opinion  which  he  entertained,  and  whicli  he  always 
Ihootd  entertain  in  all  poffible  circumftances. 

The  attack  which  had  been  made  by  the  honourable  ^n« 
tlcman  on  the  letter  written  by  his  right  honourable  friend, 
appeared  to  him  at  leaft  rafh,  and  premature.  When  the 
time  came  that  the  whole  bufinefs  ihould  come  regularly  be* 
fore  the  Houie,  he  was  certain  the  moft  fubftantial  reafbns 
would  be  offered  for  his  condu£t  on  that  occafion.  However 
oddly  gentlemen  might  now  confider  it,  he  knew  it,  and  they 
too  would  know  it  in  due  time  to  be  connected  with  ctrcum- 
fiances  which  rendered  it  the  beft  plan  that  could  be  adopted. 
The  confequences,  even  fuppofing  them  as  exteniively  per* 
nicioos  and  extravagant  as  they  had  been  defcribed,  were  not 
chargeable  on  his  right  honourable  friend,  whofe  intention 
was  ceitaioly  right.  An  explanation  of  the  various  circum- 
fiances  whicn  led  to  fuch  a  determination,  he  hoped,  would 
not  be  preffed,  as  at  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  it  was  totally 
inexpedient. 

Mr.  Pptvfs  faid,  that  he  by  no  means  Agreed  with  tbe  Mr.Powyi, 
right  honourable  gentlemaA,  thlt  they  were  out  of  order 
who  argued  agatnft  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  cbair,  on  the 

Sound  of  there  being  a  contrariety  of  fentiment  between  his 
ajefty's  minifters  on  the  conftrudion  of  the  proviiional  ar- 
ticles: for  if  it  was  poflible,  by  any  poffible  conftruAion, 
that  the  mad  and  infamous  war  witn  America  could  be  re* 
newed,  gentlemen  were  right  in  with-holding  fupplies  from 
his  Majefty's  minifters,  by  which  that  war  might  be  carried 
on.  But  he  was  ready  to  accept  of  the  teftimony  of  the 
right  honourable  gentlemen,  members  of  that  Houfe,  who 
were  alfo  members  of  the  cabinet,  and  he  confidered  them 
as  pledged  to  the  Houfe  for  the  explanation  which  they  had 
given  of  the  provifional  agreement.  On  their  explanation 
he  had  given  his  vote  for  the  addrcTs^  atul  on  their  explana- 
tion he  Ihould  give  his  vote  on  that  night ;  but  he  confidered 
them  as  hoftages  .  to  the  Houft^  for  &a  explanation  which 
Vol.  IX,  M  harf 
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bad  been  given  by  them ;  9nd  jtherefore  he  gave  tio  credit  to 
the  rumours  and  reports  of  what  had  been  faid  cot  of  that 
Houfc, 
Mr.  sheri-      Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  it  was  not  only  the  noble  Earl  at 
<**"•  the  head  pf  the  Treafury  who  had  given  an  explanation  of 

the  provifional  articles  different  from  that  given  by  the 
Minifters  in  tbisHoufe;  but  in  a  public  company,  where 
he  was  ibme  days  ago,  a  noble  perfen,  ^.in  whoTe  words  be 
placed  more  confidence  than  in  tboife  of  the  noble-Earl,  had 
given  an  opinion  exaftly  correfbondent.  This  was  not  a 
matter  of  private  confidence*  Jt  was  kiot  mentioned  as  a 
fecret,  and  therefore  he  was  at  liberty  to  make  ufe  of  the 
e,xplanatioh,  and  to  advance  it  as  an  argument  of  caution 
to  the  Hoofe  )iow  they  haftily  voted  a  war  eftablifhment  on 
language  fo  cohtradidorv. 
The  Etrlof  .  The  Earl  of  Surrey  did  not  pretend  to  account  for  the  con- 
Surrey.  jq£^  ^f  Adqiinift ration,  but  whatever  chfferences  might  di- 
vide them  on  points  of  inferior  moment ;  he  had  not  a  doubt, 
but  they  were  all  very  feriovfly  united  in  realizing  the  in- 
dependence of  America.  Thole  who  affisded  ftilt  to  ftickle 
for  this  impra&icable  objed,  and  were  not  even  yet  cured 
of  .  their  attachment  to  uieas  of  fubjugation,  were  the  very 
perfons  through  who(e  mal-adminiftratton  this  dreadful  dii- 
memherment  of  the  empire  became  xinavotdable.  He  was 
now,  however,  of  opinion  that  no  Miniiler,  whatever  his 
talents  of  addrefs,  his  influence^  or  principles  were,  durft 
renew  this  war  which  the  nation  fo  heariily  and  unanimoufly 
reprobated.  He  would  therefore  vote  for  the  fupply  from 
a  conv)£tion  that  none  of  th^  public  expenditure  would 
henceforward  be  proftitut^d  in  fupporting  a  meafure  thus 
UDJuft  and  obnoxious.  And  he  was  as  firmly  perfuaded, 
that  the  American  war  was  now,  and  he  trafted  for  ever  at 
an  end,  as  he  could  be  of  any  event  whatever,  which  de«- 
pended  fo  much  on  the  contingencies  of  futurity.  Nor 
Ihoold  he  be  more  furprized  at  the  renewal  of  it,  than  at 
tiieir  difintcreilednefs,  who  having  accumulated  to  ihem* 
ielves  and  creatures  a  variety  of  penfions,  (hoiild  in  this  crifis 
of  public  exigence  and  extremity  liberally  and  nobly  refign 
them.  It  was  his  firm  opinion  that  both  theie  fads  were 
equally  improbable,  and  in  the  faith  of  ihis  he  was  for  going 
dire£lly  into  the  committee* 

Mr. 

^  The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in  a  coQverfiitioo  at  a  meetiog  «f  the 
ibcicty  for  Conftitutionai  Information. 
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Mr.  ffraxall  wsmed  Mkiiftcrs  and  Parliament^  that  Mr.Wiw 
France  was  amofing  and  deluding  this  country ;  chat  Spain  ^ 
was  not  in  any  treaty  with  us  at  that  moment ;  aod^  ahove 
ally  that  Da  Barras  St.  Laorcns  had  failed  from  Breft  with 
twelve  &il  of  the  line,  and  (ixty-foar  tranfports,  twelve  days 
ago.  That  he  joined  D'Eftaign  at  Cadiz,  who  had  ten 
It  rench,  and  eight  Spanilh  fhips  of  the  line,  under  his  com-- 
mand.  That  this  fleet,  making  thirty  faid  of  the  line,  and 
having  thirteen  thoufand  troops  on  board,  was  gone  to  the 
Weft-Indies,  and  that  Jamaica^  was  their  object.  He  be- 
fiowed  high  encomiums  for  having  fo  feafonaUy  and  lilently 
detatched  6ir  Richard  Hughes  with  a  fmall  fquadron  for  the 
Wcft^Iodies,  and  tru^d  they  would  not  overlook  the  pre« 
fent  deiigos  of  the  eifemy. 

He  likewjfe  warned,  Minifters  againft  daring  to  cede  the 
Northern  Ci  rears  to  France,  or  on  anyconiideration,  ever  re« 
ftorirg  to  Holland  the  invaluable  harbour  of  Trincomale,  in 
the  iilaad  of  Ceylon,  which,  he  faid,  was  the  key  to  India^ 
and  which  had  been  the  prefervation  of  Madras,  and  all  our 
Eaftrladia  dominions  in  the  prefent  war,  by  having  been 
captured  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes. 

Sir  Cicil  IVray  confirmed  what  Mr.  Sheridan  had  faid  in   Sir  Cecil 
regard  to  the  converfation  of  a  noble  perlbn  fome  days  aj;o»      ^'^^' 
and  faid,   that  this  contrariety  of  featimeot  gave  him  juft 
ahrros,  and  made  him  heiitate  to  grant  a  war  cftablifliment, 
when  he  could  not  be  abfolutely  certain  that  the  war  with 
America  was  a£tuaUy  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Conrutmy  mi^  that  gentlemen  had  taken  notice  of  Mr.  Coim 
the  ootttradiflory  language  of  bis  Majeft'y's  Miniflers,  and  tejiay. 
bad  expreffed  their  apprehenfions,  that  from  the  language 
of  a  noble  Lord  in  another  Houfe,  tlKre  was  delufion  in 
the  provifiooal  agreement.  For  his  own  part,  this  contra* 
ricty  of  fentiment  and  exj^anation,  only  furniflied  him  with 
a  new  proof  of  the  talents  of  the  noble  Lord  in  queftion, 
who  WAS  exceedingly  well  ikilled  and  adroit  in  the  diflemi- 
nadoD  of  diicordant  opinions  for  the  fake  of  unanimity.  As 
two  negatives  produce  in  rhetoric  an  affirmative,  the  noble 
Lord  in  his  caUbiftical  policy  knew  that  two  opinions  of  an 
cxaft  contrary  tendency,  was  likely  to  convince  men  of 
diSerept  principles,  and  to  bring  them  over  to  his  way  of 
thinking.  For  inftance,  there  was  one  fet  of  men  who 
thought  we  (hotild  not  grant  independence  to  America, 
without  a  compeoiation,  fuch  as  proctmng  a  general  peace. 
To  thcic  mcn^  jbejefore,  the  noble  Lord  declared  that  the 
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provifional  trticles  contained  only  an  offer  of  independence^ 
which  might  be  recalled  in  certain  circamfiances,  and  by 
this  explanation  he  brought  over  all  fuch  men*  to  his  fide. 
There  Were  another  fet  of  men  who  thought  that  it  would 
be  magnanimous  and  good  policy  in  this  nation  to  acknow* 
ledge  the  independence  of  America  in  the  firft  inftance,  ab- 
folutely  and  irrevocably.  To  meet  the  ideas  of  thofe  men^ 
the  noble  Lord's  colleagues  in  this  Houfe  came  forward  and 
declared  that  the  provifional  agreement  did  this  fully  and 
iinallv,  and  thofe  gentlemen  were  alfo  brought  over.  This^ 
fays  Mr.  Courtenay,  is  what  I  call  diflieminating  contradic- 
tory opinions  for  the  fake  of  unanimity,  and  turely  this  is 
a  talent  of  minifterialifm  which  every  man  muft  comtnend. 
The  true  excellence  of  a  ftatcfman  was  to  make  ufe  of  this 
fort  of  ambi*dexter  iquinting  policv,  which  looked  both 
ways  at  the  fame  time,  and  confulteo  the  good  of  the  pubtie 
as  well  as  of  the  individual.  It  was  the  talent  of  that  noble 
Earl,  and  a  glorious  profitable  talent  it  was,  fo  to  contrive 
his  meafures  as  to  make  them  palatable  to  all ;  his  language 
was  at  all  times  fuch,  that  he  could  explain  it  either  this 
way  or  that  way,  and  that  every  other  roan  might  do  fo 
too.  It  was  this  that  confittuted  the  merit  of  a  great  ftatcf- 
man and  an  able  minifter*  He  faid  that  he,  and  indeed 
every  man*  had  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  The  explanation  which  he  bad  given  of  tbe 
provifional  articles,  would  certainly  have  the  proper  effeft 
on  the  Houfe;  and  indeed  the  noble  Earl  of  whom  he  had 
Ipoken,  had  (hewn  his  genius  and  judgment  in  procuring  the 
aid  of  this  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  in  his  adminiftra- 
tion.     He  had  placed  him  in  the  cabinet  for  the  wifefl  of 

iiurpofes.      There  was  a  kind  of  magic  in  the  name  and 
ineage  of  a  Pitt,  which  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  knew  muil 
^ave  its  influence  on  the  nation*    l^he  noble  Earl  was  a 
Mreat  phtlofopher,  and  he  had  been  taught,  probably  by  Dr» 
^rieftley,  that  in  a  medium  of  foul  and  corrupted  air,  the 
beft  means  of  purifying  and  corrc£^ing  the  fame,  was  the 
introduAion  of  a  young  vegetable,  by  the  dephlogifticated 
air  of  which  the  foul  air  would  be  amended ;  and  he  no 
doubt  knew  from  experiment,  that  an  exhaufted  animal  would 
Uve  much  longer,  and  a  candle  burn  bright  in  dephlogifti- 
cated air,  than  iu  any  other. 
^•otnl        ^^^  Commander  in  Chief  (Gemral  Conway)  faid,  that 
fro^v^j.   with  refpeft  to  the  nrovilional  agreement,  he  had  mentioned 
before,  that  it  was  immaterial  what  the  opinion  of  fo  in- 
.2  fgnificani 
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figoificanta  man  ashimfelf  was;  but  he  declared^  that  it 
wai  bis  precife  optnion,  that  the  provifiooal  agreement  was 
a  fioUy  aUbiute^  and  irrevocable  recognition  or  the  inde- 
pendence of  America.  It  bad  naturally  been  die  defire  of 
his  Majefty^s  Miniften,  in  obedienee  to  the  will  of  that 
Honfe,  to  conclude  a  feparate . treaty  whh  America;  but 
finding,  after  repeated  trials,  that  that  was  imprafUcable^ 
tbej  did  what  was  the  next  thing  in  their  power.  They 
made  a  treaty,  the  provifioos  of  which  the  Aniericans  would 
claim  whenever  they  thought  proper  fo  to  do— a  treaty  re«* 
cognizing  their  independence,  which  was  to  take  place  when- 
ever a  peace  (hould  happen  between  this  country  and  France  ; 
and  which,  at  the  fame  time  they  might  claim  whenever 
they  tbobght  proper  to  conclude  a  feparate  treaty  with  Bri- 
tain. He  averred,  that  this  was  the  nature  of  the  agree- 
ment which  bad  been  made;  and  he  begged  to  call  the 
recollefiion  of  the  Houfe  to  the  language  which  he  had  held 
at  the  cottclufion  of  the  laft  feffion,  in  order  that  they  mieht 
perceive  that  he  had  at  leaft  the  merit  of  confiftency*  He 
had  read  a  paper  containing  his  fentiments,  of  what  were 
the  principles  on  which  his  Majefty's  Minifters  aAed.  One 
article  of  that  paper  was,  that  they  fhould  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  the  bafis 
of  a  treaty  for  peace,  and  that  in  all  future  nefi;otiationa 
for  peace,  they  ihould  be  treated  with,  and  coondered  as 
an  independent  ftate*  This  was  the  declaration  of  his 
principles  with  refpcA  to  America,  at  the  concluiion  of  the 
laft  iefSon ;  and  the  Houfe  would  fee  that  it  correfponded 
entirely  with  the  meafnre  which  had  been  taken.  There 
was,  therefore,  fo  far  as  he  knew,  no  duplicity  in  the  Ca- 
binet, and  nothing  which  was  in  the  fmallcft  degree  delufive 
•  or  unfair. 

The  queftion  was  now  put  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the 
chair,  which  being  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  Mr.  Ord  took  the  chair  at  the 
table. 

Mr.  Breii  then  rofe,  to  move  for  the  feamen  neccifary  Mr.  Brett, 
to  the  fervice  of  the  current  year.  The  laft  vote  was  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  feamen  and  marines;  but  though 
this  was  the  number  voted,  he  obferved,  from  the  returns, 
that  there  were  aAually  borne  and  muftered  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  fix  thoufand;  and  that  there  had  been 
a  regular,  monthly  increafe,  in  confequence  of  the  increafihg 
number  of  lhip«  employed  on  aQoal  fervice.    The  numl^r 
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of  line  of  battle,  now  inftAual  employ fncnt,  was  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve^  The  profpe£l  of  more  liiips  being  em^ 
ployed  was.great,  and  therefore  it  was  fair  to. conclude,  that 
this  number  woukl  alfo  tacreafe ;  be  .would  tberelbre  move, 
that  one  hundred  and  .ten  thoufand  men  be  employed  for 
the  fca  fervice  of  the  year  1783,  including  twenty-five  thou- 
fand five  hundred  ninety-one  inariQes. 
Capt.  toha  Captain  Lutirell  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  prefented  himfclf  to 
LotticL  ^}jg  Chairman  and  to  the  Committee  thus  early  in  the  day, 
not  fb  much  for  the  purpofe  of  givii^  his  nearty  aiTent 
to  the  number  of  feapen  the  honourable  Member  bad 
moved  for,  as  toezprefs  a  fecondary  wifh  that  the  debate 
might  be  confined  within  its  proper  limits  (at  leaft  as  far 
as  it  related  to  marine  affairs)  ;  he  knew  that  the  queftion 
was  fuch  a  general  one  as  to  open  a  field  for  argument  on 
other  fubjeAs,  beyond  what  ^  could  poflibly  delcribe,  for 
there  were  gentlemen  of  fertile  brain  and  vaft.  elocution, 
■whofe  genius  would  furniih  than  with  matter  fuffidcnt  to 
<ieU ver  a  treatife,  not  only  on  the  tranfaftibns  of  the  prcfent 
war,  but  by  contrafting  them  with  thofe  of  former  ones, 
might  keep  debate  on  this  queftion  alive  for  a  week  ;  it 
•was  his  befl  Wifh,  however,  not  to  have  occalion  to  troable 
the  Committee  again  in  the  courfe  of  it,  and  he  could 
alTure  them,  it  fhould  be  froim  indifpenfible  neceffity  if  he 
did  do  (b,  not  that  he  meant  to  deiert  any  opinion  which 
he  had  before  given  rcfpedrng  the  means  or  induftry  that 
had  been  ufed  by  the  late  Adminiilration,  to  put  our  navy 
upon  the  moft  formidable  and  refpe^ble  eflablifhment,  for 
he  was  every  day  more  and  more  convinced  by  events, 
that  the  Judgment  he  had  formed  u-as  a  juft  one,  and 
that  he  had  been  well  warranted  in  every  thing  he  had 
advanced  to  Parliament  on  that  fubjed;  but  he  conceived 
fuch  parts  of  naval  matters,  as  cither  depended  on  mathe- 
matical calculation,  or  appertained  to  the  civil  depart- 
xnents  of  the  fervice,  could  not  be  properly  argued  on.— • 
•  The  eftimates  were  laid  on  the  table,  nor  fhould  he  in- 
vite the  diicuilion  then,  for  he  thought  it  time  rather  to 
direA  oar  attention  towards  what  was  beft  to  be  done  for 
the  general  good  of  our  country,  than  to  repe4t  griev- 
ances, or  to  look  to  pafl  errors.  With  any  other  view  than  to 
corred  them*  The  military  operations  of  the  fleet,  how- 
ever, were  certainly  the  proper  fubje£t.  of  the  prefent  de* 
bate,  for  without  entering  upon  it,  country  gentlemen 
would  be  unable  to  judge  what  naval  force  had  been  found 
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fo^ieot  ta  maintiiii  tho  honour  of  this  country,  and  the  . 
hi'vty  of  itt  dependencies*      The  honourable  mover   had 
ftaUd  the  number  of  line  of  battle  fhipi  now  in  employ  to 
amount  10  one  hundred  and  twelve.    In  December  I78i» 
we  had  ninety*two  fail  of  the  line  in  commifEon,  of  which 
number  were  included  but  five  fourth  rates:   there  were 
twenty-three  building,  or  under  repair,  but  fo  forward  as 
to  come  into  iervke  within,  the  year  1782:  fothat  allowing 
for  five  fail  to  require  a  very  largo  repair,  the  late  Firft 
Lofd  of  the  Admiralty  counted  upon  having  one  hundred 
and  ten  fail  of  the  line  in  commiffion  by  this  time.  He  found 
hk  focceilbr  in  office,  by  the  honourable  member's  ftate* 
meot  of  our  force,  had  done  as  much  as  his  prcdecdibr 
pledged  hsmfelf  to  do,  and  he  would  not  entertain  a  doubt, 
but  that  if,  in  the  event  of  the  belligerent  powers  rcfufing  . 
to  accede  to   honourable  terms   of  peace,  it  fhould    be*> 
eome  neiceflary  to  proTccute  the  war  with  ^doubled  vigour, 
that  the  naval  exertions  of  this  country^   under  the  di- 
fc&ioo  of  the  prefent  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  aflifted 
in  the  execution  of  them  by  the  bcft  fea  officers,  and  the 
moft  experienced  and  intrepid  feamen  in  the  world,  would 
be  felt  with  furprSze  and  confufion  by  our  enemies,  would 
be  admired  and  rejoiced  at  by  ourfclves  and  by  our  friends. 
But  if  he  wiAied  to  ereA  that  noble  AdmiraPs  ftandard  of 
reputation  on  the  ruina  of  another  man's  charader,  and  not 
on  his  own  oierits,  he  knew  that  noble  Lord  too  well,  to 
believe  that  lie  would  not  thank  him  for  an  edifice  built  on  fo 
poor  a  foundation  ;  even  if  it  -was  not  liable  to  be  ihaken 
by  juftice.     He  never  would  be  forward  to  calumniate  any 
man,   but  in  his  praiies  he  always  endeavoured  to  ^dcal  equal 
juftice,   and  fiiould   only  bcftow  panegyric  where  he  knew 
thoTe  out  of  the  Houfe,  as  well  as  in  it,  who  were  competent 
judges,  mi^t  fubfcribe  to  particular  commendation  being 
due.     He  muft  now  refer,  in  fupport  of  the  ignorance  he 
had  charged  an  honourable  member  with,   refpcfiing  naval 
concerns,  to  a  note  taken  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  (for  in 
matters  of  Importance  be   never  trufted  to  a  treacherous 
memory.)     He  then  i^ad  as  follows  :  ^^  Mr.  Secretary  Fox, 
in  an  ai>ftrad  debate  refpefiing  the  raifing  a  military  force 
by  arming  the  yeomanry  of  tlic  country  for  its  defence,  in- 
troduced the  ftate  (as  he  called  it)  of  our  own  Qcet,  and  in- 
fifirdy  that  it  was  in  a  wretched,  weak,  and  difaMcd  con- 
diiion,  fo  much  worfc  was  it  than  he  had   reprefented  or 
conceived,  that  he  fcarcelj  knew  how  tq  ventuic  to  n^fce  it 
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to  the  Houfe.  That  wc  were  to  cxpcft  by  cYcry  packet 
tne  news  of  fome  naval  di(grace,  fof  that  our  neet,  once  the 
dread  of  all  the  world,  was  become  defpicable  indeed  ;  and 
that  leaft  much  fhould  be  expefied  from  it  when  little  could 
be  done,  he  was  under  the  neceffitv  of  informing  the  Houfe 
of  its  being  fo  reduced  in  point  ot  force  as  to  ht  no  higher 
than  as  one  to  three,  when  compared  with  the  fleets  of  our 
enemies."  Capt.  Lntterell  was  happy  in  reminding  the 
Houfe  how  direAIy  contrary  the  events  turned  out  to  what 
the  honourable  member  had  prognofticated,  and  that  they 
were  in  polTeffion  of  proofs  that  the  honourable  Member  s 
account  of  our  naval  ftrength  was  founded  on  error,  ignor- 
ance, and  mifin  formation,  which  could  not  now  be  fo  colour- 
ed again  as  to  miflead  their  judgment,  even  by  that  honour- 
able Member's  infatuating  language,  witli  which  he  before 
deceiyed  them,  and  then  called  in  aid  of  his  pretenfions  to 
profeffional  knowledge  the  fan&ion  of  two  hundred  and 
Icventeen  members,  given  to  his  former  naval  motion,  when, 
aroongft  that  number,  there  could  be  very  few,  except  the 
two  fea  officers,  competent  to  form  a  judgment  on  the  fub- 
jeft ;  but  they  muft  have  fuppofed  his  bold  aflertioris  were 
founded  on  fuch  refpeAable  information  as  his  fituation  in  the 
ftate  gave  him  the  power  to  procure.  The  period  being  now 
arrived  when  every  man  in  this  nation  could  determine  whether 
the  right  honouraole  member's  account  of  our  naval  ftrength, 
or  that  which  he  had  the  honour  of  pronouncing,  was  moft 
true,  he  felt  no  pain  about  thedecifion ;  for  be  it  remembered 
that  (bon  after  the  honourable  member  had  drawn  his  melan- 
choly piAure  with  fhades,  to  create  difmay  in  this  country, 
and  to  give  frefli  fpirits  to  our  .enemies,  news  was  received 
from  the  £aft*Indics  of  great  advantages  being  obtained  by 
Sir  Edward  Hughes  over  the  Dutch,  of  the  capture  of  many 
of  their  valuable  fettlements  and  fhips,  and  of  fubftantial 
fervice  being  done  in  that  country  againft  our  natural  enemies. 
In  the  home  Teas,  our  ftrength  was  found  fufficient  to  protect 
our  conimercc,  and  to  keep  the  fleet  of  Holland  in  fuch  awe 
of  us,  that  they  liad  not  ventured  to  put  to  (ea  in  array,  but 
been  content  to  ftcal  to  Tea  with  (ingle  ftiips. 

From  the  Weft-Indies  we  received  the  joyful  news  ofthe 
glorious  victory  obtained  over  MonC  De  Grafle,  and  the 
French  fleet,  with  the  capture  of  part  of  them  ;  and  that  it 
was  by  a  very  precipitate  flight  the  reft  efcaped.    The  ereat 

fallantry  and  naval  exertions  of  the  Britifti  fleet  under  Lord 
Lodney,  which  ihone  fo  peculiarly  bright  on  that  day  over 
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tbofcof  ite  amijf  woutdf  be  laitieBttfd  by  Fniiice  u  t&e  itU 
tsDg  Iw  of  her  pneteofions  to  eqaal  Great  Britain  la  nsittal; 
fluU  9fid. power;  and  lie  was  in  the  judgment  of  the  Hotffe, 
if  h^  ever  coaipfaincd  of  the  right  honoorable  oidaibef  inttiD- 
duciogthe  ftatcof  the  nairy  in  great  natibnal  queftiotks^  but 
only  cooiphuntd  of  his  habit  todott|  when  matters  as  irre- 
levant as  a  turnpike  bill  were  under  difcufion.  He  ^obeil 
that  what  he  had  fiud  might  ferve  as  an  anfwer  alfo  to  aitomef 
hoooQT^e  jnember,  ^ho  the  other  day  held  a  like  fort  oj^ 
language,  with  refpeft  u>  the  weak  flate  of  our  fleet  in  tbc 
Isdt  fprwg  ;  bov  he  was  happy  to  find  that  both  the  facnKmrab(e< 
Boembers  were  pofiefled  or  magic  art,  to  have  rendered'  it  fo* 
formidable  in  an  ioftan^  as  they 'now  both  agreed' ittobitiibtt 
with  him  it  was..  And  in  this  he  trufted  no  man  Wc^tf  di^i*^ 
fxtn  him  tbaC  the  prefeot  Firft  LoWl  of  the  Admit^tty  hud' 
■lade  the  beft  pdfible  ufe  of  the  force  put  into  hirfcatids;  thkt 
merit  was  oenainly  doe  to  him,  and  he  believed  tlie  i)obltf 
Lord  would  claim  no  other !  but  he  could  not  hetp-  dbfervingl 
on  the  ptoof  ia>  honourable  membef  had  ofieml^  tfta(t  th? 
aobleLord  in  the^fatifte  ribband  liad' hazaidedin^ground^ff 
aflotions,  by  defiriog  be  woul<]  look  to  the  fate  oFiuiiJRoyaf 
GcagB.;.  sQatt^thiip  mahy^otbdp/ftfips  were  in  equal  tian£^f«" 
The &rit part Jtyf  l^is  reference,  he'  wat  itnre,  trouU  not  be^ 
aplflicafaie  t>amd  the  laft,  he  hofi^di  woold^not  pi^oV^'tySe^: 
The  fate  of  tbeJl 99^1!  GeorgiB  was  certainly  a  melaiieboty  zna 
fauneotaUoow ;  bur  the  accidmtf  which  feht  her'  to  ^he  b6t* 
tom^  Would  have  hadtbe  like  efiift,  had  fhe  been  dnenrfiib'jf 
botfaelidpddrto'God,  die  diitful  experience  ytc^tAfd^tUttr , 
bdo|^  tlmidd  free  us  from  the  danger  of  fuch  anotheV  ca- 
bmtyx  That  ihe^was  fea- woHhy  in  the  opinidn  d(  the trr^^ 
lcfltBQ«H>£cftdki)mltrv  wk0«>tlear,  by  her  being  dcidlnb^ 
feraflag  ftBp.oir:ite>Gibrak4tfreWi^.  Hctruft%'thkVxf 
he  wtflied  to  pa6  avt#  the  coxtifidet^citin  of'  what  waii 'due  tti 
the  gmt  Ipirtt  and  maftarly tondu€t  (as  he  hitfatrtd-bttietd  it)^ 
of  Lord  Hbwe  and  the  BriitiiK  JETe^i  under  hilt  cothAt^ndij 
whicb  relieved  that  gai^riib#,kw6uM-^idt  be  attt^^  to' 
any. doobts he atprcftnt entet^iiied,  that* a moftf eflcndal oi^ 
beneficial  piece  of  Oaval  fet^icfe  to  this  coohtry-'neviif  wa^ 
perfoRoed,  and  that  it  ougbl  td  be  ranked'  among''  the  fot^hicflf 
of  thofe  gidtaat  wptDili^  ^\Mi  hsA  r^lfed  his  Lordfhii/tf  name 
ibdefervedly  bigh  in  his  profeiQon,  and  in  the  ey^  of  ouf 
eoeoiies;  but  ht  did  ix>t  wi(h  td'fise  the  flame  of  difieriticijt 
kindle  again  in  the  naval- fe¥vke,  aiid  therefdre  Wotlld  nd^ 
aow  oppofe  the  itrfomttttion  'he*  had  received  en  that  ftibjeft« 
Vot.  IX:  N  however 
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„t}ui  bold  and  origm^f  (^p^tionyvatp€r£c^ 
S'ng  the  iflc^t  anc  oajf  from  tlic  expeiafcioo  toQibraltar;  Thp 
'honoqriabU  gcntlejn^a  cfaaa^ed  hino  with  g|x>&  and  comjAet^ 
i^Dorancc  of  ,nayal  inatten,  I£he  were  to  pretfod  to  the 
knowledge  of  a  pnof^onal  nian,  he  fhould-j^iily  fubjcft 
hrmielf  to  the  conttinpt  oif  the  jHoufe  j  but  uadoulltedly  the 
'^fubjed  of  the  navy^  as  a  braoch  of  our/orce^  and  taking  it  as 
a  matter  of  ftate,  was  ft  topic  to  w^ch  e? ery  maD,  who  pre<» 
tended  to  bufineft^  n^oft  have  given  great  part  of .  his  attest 
lion  i  and  be  had  diroogh  life  made  it  his  ftudy  to  acquire 
froiii  profcifiooal  men  thcjpfprmation^n  ev^y  given  point, 
which  it  b^h^yed  bi{&^  ai.amemher  ofthat  Hoofey.  and  of  his 
Majefiy^s  councils  to  know ;  and  he  took  thi^  to  be  the  only 
truesfi^  certain  ligbtSj  by  which  a.,£9a%  who  had  various 
^Urfuitif;  could  guide  mrnfelf.  The  •  honourable^  gentleman 
talked'  of  the  ncc^eflity  of  iiaving,  profefiioaal  men  at  the 
Soard  cif  Adiiiiralty,  for  the  benefit  of  their  conducing  the 
bufinefs  of  that  Houfe  withbriUiaYicy  and  eclat.  Perhaps  the 
)ionourJble  gentletp^n  kaj,  by  the  fpecc^h  which  he  had  deli* 
ytxcd  Qf)  that  day,  beei^  .ftfiving  to  Ibew  Minifters  bow  acl«^ 
Vaotagfpus  it  wpulc)  be  tohave  a  profeffional  man.who  was  a 
p^embcf:  pf  that  Gfoufey  ^  the  Boards  For  his  own  part,  he 
thou^bt- foipctbijig  inprp;  was  nectary  than  the  abiUties  of 
f^al^inj^  in  that  Houfe  to  the  due  execution  and  difchargeof 
IhcifdutyJD  the  office.  But  with  refpe£k  to  the  honourable 
gientlctmah.al)uded  to»  if  there  was  any  man  on  earth  qualified 
mor^'tKan  another  fo^r  the  oi&ce  which  he  filled,  it  washim^ 
arid  he.bighfjp  approved  the  difcernn^eot  with  wbicbkXA>r4 
)teppel'  dad  .fdeiied  the  gentlemen  who  made  the  Commif- 
jSoners^t  that  Board.  ... 

^bc  lionourablegentleroan  faid,  that  the  ingenious  opinion 
^dva^ocd  by  Mr^  CSurtenay  was  exceedingly  expre^ive  of  the 
lioble  Ijord  s  chara^er.  .  It  wai  very. true  that  he  aded  in 
fuch  a  dile  of  (JupUciry  and  art,  that  his  language  wonM  bear 
a^y  con^ru^ion  that  either  he  or  his  friends  might  choofe  to 
piit  upon  it.  He  believed  that  no  man  knew  fo  well  how  to 
;|CGpmrnodata  himfelf  to  the  opinions  of  mankind,  how  to 
frarpe  his  mtafures  fo  as  that  they  might  look  every  poifible 
Way,  i^nd  bear  every  ppfiible  explanation,  than  be  did*  It 
was,  therefore,  very  evident  and  clear  to  him,  that  if  he 
could  \n  the  ^rft  inftance  cajole  his  colleagues  in  oflice  to 
agree  to  the  provifional  .ftgreement,  under  the  perfuafion  that 
Ihey  ^hopghc  it  was  a  complete  and  irrevocable  recognition  of 
t||iC  iiidependcnce  of  Apocncai  bjp  would  copccde  any  thing  to 
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lyraig  fiver  3io(r  geattemen  to  hit  piit|x>re  $  uni  liavihg  Dls> 
tsined  iv  he  then  would  aocofnmodate  btmfelf  lo'ibetempet 
of  dK  oihcr  fet  of  ntcn^  and  b^  diit  difc6rdaot'  meahs  bi 
able  to  prodace  unanioiity. 

Tlda  leaned  to  be  the  plan  and  language  pf  the  £«rl  of 

Sbelbaroey  firft  to  bis  colleagues,  and  tlen  to  ail  the-  wdftAb 

^  Do  jroo  fign  this  treaty  according^to  yoar  6\tn  ac^ept^oh 

of  k.^    The  treaty  was  fo  happilr  worded,  that  it  bore  th« 

noUe  Eart  out  in  this  addrefs.    He  bowed  to  his  collcagia^ 

told  them  he  undoubtedly  meant  to  force  no  man's  opinion, 

and  b^ged  them  only  to  fign  ft  on  their  own  conftf  uAmmk 

There  hKely  was  no  fdieme  of  unanhnirr  fo  complete  a^  thtf^ 

for  it  embraced  all  opinions,  baniihed  all  contraidtAion^  IM 

broQ^tmenof  the  moft  difcoidant  prhiciptes  to  Ae-fWft  db^ 

cided  union.    He  approved  what  had  fallen  from  MrJ  Po^i/, 

who  bad  termed  the  Minifters  of  that  Hbttie,  hoftages  for  the 

ratificatioo  of  the  protiiional  treaty,  agreeable  to  their  avowed 

coaftmftlon  of  it.     He  would,  he  declared,  be  content,  lA 

the  marked  phrarcotogy  of  his  worthy  and  refpefiable  friend^. 

Sir  George  SoTile,  to  accept  of  peribnal  fecority,   ihat  the 

oonftniAioo  put  upon  the  proVifional  treaty  was  enforced^ 

and  therefore  he  would  follow  ihe  example  of  Mr.  Powys, 

and  oonfider  the  three  right  honourable  gentlemen  ts  hoftages 

for  the  doe  performance  of  what  they  hod  folemnly  declared 

was  the  true  meaning  of  the  treaty, 

Mr.  Srcretatf  Tmumjhindy  who  had  rifen  fereral  times  iri  ^'«  ^^rs* 
the  ooorfe  of  the  debate,  ^t  up  again  to  explain ;  and,  con*  £^.    '^ 
eluded  with  lamenting  that  his  words  Ihould  be  fb  ftrangd^ 
perYcrted,  and  that,  (landing  in  his  prefent  fituation  he  fhould 
be  fb  queftioned  on  a  fu%fi  on  which  his  duty  prevented 
him  from  bdng  explicit. 

Lord  North  (ikid,  he  felt  not  a  little  compaifion  for  the  diC'  lordKonk. 
treftof  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary  of  State  on  account 
of  the  embarraffment  and  difficulty  he  had  evidently  been 
thrown  into,  by  bs^ving  queftions  put  to  him,  to  which,  fo^ 
veafoos  of  ftate,  and  from  motives  of  prudence,  he  found  it 
impoffible  to  give  a  dired  and  explicit  anfwer.  It  was  not 
ks^  a^  that  he  had  himftlf  been  repeatedly  embarrailM 
in  the  lame  manner  by  queftions  put  to  him  by  that  right  ho^ 
nonrable  gentleman  with  great  peremptorinefs^  and  with  great 
harflmeft,  and  he  would  add,  fothetimes  with  crueltv ;  he 
could  not  therefore  reftft  the.  impreffion  oi  a  fellow-feeling 
with  thofe,  who  now  had  the  honour  to  fhare  in  his  Majef* 
ty'a  oooncils;  and  l^e  helped,  th^t  frodi  what  they  experienced 
at  this  timcj  a  fcvcre  and  obftinaite  perfeverancc  in  demand- 

ing 


ii^  snArci^  toiqveftitMift  <;hat  regarded  maMen jef  ftate  wcnilfl 
«o  loogwi  be  ptpvaknt  wiibin  thofc  wallas  -rllie,  motion  that 
liad'b^QQ  qix^de  foe  1 10^009  ifeamei),  ids  tLordlbif^  dedaicd 
bad  his  hearty  concurrence;  and  t)iaty:.btcaafe  he  confidered 
'jky'as'A  nfodon  ^<fii9X\j-prbfer^  Wh£thcr:it  was  resarded'as  a 
jHotion  cakQUted.for...^ajr.^r  peace/   Novwith&nding  aO 
filial  bad  bceo  faidv^s  iW^l. that  day.  at.mi  the  preceding  day% 
ipf  their  meeting  ihtS'ieiIion,.rerpediiig  the negociation  for 
jieace^  in  which  his  Majefty'^s  Minifters  were  now  engaged 
with,Fraace  and  theo^pr.  beUigerent  powers,  it  behovol  that 
)Hi9«ifl^.tO«>flftdkK  the  ^omtry.as.ft  cooatry  io  a  ftate  of  war, 
^of  aftoat,  inmediat^.  .wd  4angerotts  war  ;  but  which »  frooi 
Hhc  gkMrifotls  and  briUiai>t  fgceeiTes  of  the  laft  campaign,  had 
afl&ll|le<la^AlttdlmoKe:premifiogappearBnc«.tfaan  itiiad  vom 
before  thi$  laft  yeadr^;.  JFor.his  part,  he  faid,  he  did  not  regard 
OCKT  nrfourcet  fqr  a.  yig^roM^  continuance  of  a  joft  and  aeceuarj 
war,  with  the  fame  gloomy  and  defponding  impreffiona  that 
iM\%  other  gentlemen  had  declared  they  fdt..    At'  the  lame 
timeyho^everi  he  had:  not  by  any  means  loftfidht  of  his 
fct^tcdiconvi^i^n,  thc^  itpeikce,  proper.for  Great  Britkin. to 
acc^pt^ .  was  .4  maner  I  extremely  defirable.     Asa  friend  to 
peace,! th<T?tfone,  .hciiwi^Uigiv.e.ibcpi-erent  motion  hit  yote^ 
since  iK^thiAg.wu.ld,  io;  jii^  opinion,  more  efFeftually  tend  to 
pn»dU4;f.pe^(^  than  QPr  ihewidg  our  ec^mies,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  oP(with (landing  the  pendency  of^  a 
'•    "* .     ti^aty  6f  t^i{i(»ttoo^  vjrere  effectually  enabling  government 
*;     to  continue^  the  war,  A^ould  a  contii)u.ancc  of  the  war  from 
any  onreafi>nable  deoi'ands  of  France,  appear  to  be  neceilar^; 
and  that  the  goyerna^entof  this  country  were  not  relaxing  m 
the  fmalleft  degree  .from  every  poflible  pceparation  for  adive 
and  determined  war.     With  regard  to  what  bad  been  faid  of 
the  provi^nal  treaty,  as  .to  whether  the  recognition  of  the 
independence  of  America  was  conditional  or  unconditional, 
revocable  under  certain  cirCumftances  and  under  certain  con- 
tingencies, or  totally. irrevocable  from  the  moment  it  had  been 
§;ned,  the  treaty  was  not  before  Jthem,  and  therefore,  the 
oufe  not  b^lng  admitted,  and  in  his  judgement  wifely  not 
^jQ^itted  as  yet,  to  have  it  upon  their  table,  it  was  iropoffifalc 
for  him,  ignorant  and  in  the  dark,  to  pronounce  his  own 
judgment  what  the  terms  of  the  treaty  were,  or  how  far  they 
extended  either  in  the  negative  or  the  affirmative,  with  refpeft 
to.  (be  queftions  that.had  been  put  to  his  Majellv's  Miniflers 
that  day.    Certain,  however,  iiwas,  that  confb-udions  and 
ipierpretations  of  .thofe«termsj  ex<ieedingly  different  ia  their 
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^rpwt  and  mganifag^^^ijui  bcpn  giiptfiriby! Acb-^f*  IlidJ 

tf% Mini^krs  tsfmore  mtinbert  df  tfatt;^ovfe/.4Mfd<di#i 

Loid  -vAo  >'  hckl  no  /ioitoixGdcrable  lofinrr,  aad '  4wbo 

not  t|iG  €naallcftidcgtor  o£spower  in  lAAiiitiiftralMHi,.  ia' 

piaoei>    That  day^  :iroai.£ffertitf  geademM,  ^nowAf  A^Mfr. 

of  tbcfe  'emafkta&ipnijfmi  .iBterptetatioiit  bid  i>een  hiUi  «^ 

as  liist.wliich  mthiMJI^Tney  jaidf:oo'  which  riie^tiiihlic* 

oug^t*rtenlcpehdf  (Nmt,  atthoMgh^liiejs  had  «ot  th^^pmi*' 

fioodtscaty:idU£befbieii!heBi»  anSiAMtfef^^CDirfdoirteakJ 

ta  the  tenm  rthvoirdm,  -ft  wa<  nbd^alMedly:  ^pmntiible  to* 

€oi]imentti|K>ffit]ie  (HScveot  ODnftn^^  had  beevpoi^ 

upon  d&e  uKasifi^^^Aoib  tcrmt. .  Wiibout,  therefoie;-  i«i-»* 

te&diw.iathc'leut'toatapeac^  the.finc^Ity  or  the  inte^ftv* 

of  tbmtyf  his  Maj^^t^*  Miiniiei»^»  wha>ftood.i]f>  ii|  tfaeiri 

plaocain  tki^  HoaSd^tmdiigBLVit  ivm  Aei^tcooftruAion,  ibaC' 

the  cecognitioB  of  tiirindq^eDdeneeioif  America  was  irteiMta^ 

Uettd  Qoeofiditioiuily  he  Ulras  iiiidfao^ 'taiiiiagine,  ib^diet 

difeciit-cosiftraAioa'v  given-  bjr  ofjber  Minifteiv  m  anodier' 

place  waa  cEe  righk  OKeiu^The  nght  4ibM«riile  geiitkiiie» 

oa  tiie.Tmfttrjr  j&^eh^  x«fad  Juidfidctfatfed  dirjr  conoelvafc 

that  the  recc^nition  of  the  independence  of  America  was  f r*i 

lerociJilesnd  «ntandii]bfla(l;iie  had^iicrdoabt,  copoeiwbd  that 

ft>  fa^;^kCi&]T  ai>d'«eaadid  imerpretatidir  of  theMnm^*  but  he^ 

would  ftate  tfas^ToifiSQf,!  which  iodoced  Uni:?raliMr  n>  dunki 

that  the  oppdifite  cbriftniftio^  ms  jnote  Ukcibpo  be  ihat^wliidiii 

vas  Antaally.juodixfloodtiiyl  tht'ymgASaiUngfKtticLr.tThm 

tit^ij  saa  confdKdJjF  priiHfional^cancl^'JvriisMitmitaldsef-t 

fe^ltiU  die'treaty^:towirmdaJtingKvtUiji!iatloeyrwaa»^^ 

ded...  Onthis.'aco&atftrdiiall^^iq^       'Mimi:efs;dM  not  nofr 

lay  it  before  ParHanieiit,;aml*d(ldaB-eU,  cbeyiKA  nfitmea'a  t» 

laf  il»bBipmParUamdataiIl'tUintfpicii|tito  at*prefeivt  ^anyu' 

iogonacPans,  wafrbrovgUrtdcanniflka,  onewaly^ai^other/ 

eitfaer  by  *bei^  bfokea  offilal/ogoher,  M  h]^  being  mtifiU. 

He  thooghty  ifhcy  i£ted  swtth  {{orft^'pnideoocf  itf  ib  doings 

and  if  any  motion  jsasdnade^  to ttr^dusnyto  lay  tbe;!(Nt>li«- 

fional  treaty  beforoPaiAiitnedt^ltiite^tertiythegeikerii^reatf 

of  pacificatioa^be&l  CQiiobKiedhappt^yiorbh>bken  offdniir^lyi; 

he,  for  one,  would  give  fuch  a  motion  his  negati^  ;  Uit  at 

the  iame  timeroU  the  anga^erft  pbviflna.oa.thia  wiiEe,find  ^li« 

tic  prpcautioD  oE'Miaiftiehj^.  tcndedi.focbnfirmhini  in^hig 

opinion,  and  to  firpogthen*  the  prdb  jbilhyy  >  that  the  recogni^ 

tion  of  Anierite  was  conditional^  '»id;  dependent  on  certain 

Qontiageocies  ;  if  it. was  not,  alLtheasrafoningeronnded  upon 

the  imprudence  of  making  that  treaty  public^^ miring  the  pcB-» 

dency 
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ddac^j^E  the  gencaral  txmJtj  for  patcty  wonld  br  wiped  i!waij« 
B^bdf%;fotimaTeafim>  was  thU  ooimtry  now  to  bwd  herfelf 
to  gceiU:  America  a  ccrtaia  beocficiai  condition  at  the  con- 
cU1qa.o£.  peace^  ii  tfae.war  was  continued  ten  years  loi»er  ? 
Jbd  tfaatilounbfof  .ikne  awinfinite  variety. of  e¥entf  would  nn- 
4Mbb9dI|r  happen*  .fimc-of  which  wi^tnltaeGinat Britaiii 
mA  AfncHrica:iiponr  foodiags  ^stremdy  dinasnt  ftom  thoie*  or- 
which'thd  two  eonntdes  {jgnd  at  prneift,  a&d  it  knif^r  4ien' 
bomsdnefa  in  ot  to.  adaat,  what  psdknoe  and  thee»g^acy 
of.  affftira  might  now  make  it  -expedient  for.tis  lo  ooncedc.' 
Beiides  if  fhflfr  was  any  explicit  meanings  t30i;be  4nMsn'£ron» 
the:  <;ontradiAory  expreffioas  i«  his  Saaiefty'a  ^leecb  from 
the  throricy  and  in  the  Secretarj^of  Stater's  letter,' that  mean-, 
ing  agreed  more  with  the  expbnation'  ^ven  by  die  £arl  of 
Shcflbume  than  with^  diat  of  the  Minifteia  in  the  Hoafe  of 
Coninxins.     On  ihefe  Tiews  of  the*  natnre  and  rcafon   of 
dungs^  bis  Lofdihip  repeated  it,  that  hp  was'indincd'  to  drink 
thettcogaition  of 'tUe  indqMndenoe-of  Anoriea  conditionad  ; 
and  thus  the  Homfe  had  his  coihment^iii'  drc  diifereat  con- 
flndktQOs  gifttMto  thetnrmaof  the  trpaty  by  different  Minify 

t^ns. '•'*•'      .!•  «.  .       >    .     <  f ■     -i 

^-With'  refpeft  >tb  the  teller  thatliad'bden  ient  Snto  thexity 
hf  the  ft^btHdnctorahte  Secfetary  of  Stacfe,  ha  ifaengfat  it 
hit  fie  lay,  that^  in  hii  o(iinion»  the  pght  faonoarable gentle* 
]iiao,./in  .ftndiog  that  letter,  had  (hicwed  faimfelf  aa  hbncft: 
aaaa  and  a  worwp.MiaiAer*  }  TlseSntetition  of  it^  hemado 
noh  tfaia  fataUnft  doubt,,  was  perf eAiy  «turig^t.  -:  Tlie  rigfar 
boflflasvahle  geotkiiiui?8«  letter  poj^tfae/wiiote  paUib  M  aw 
equal  footing  ;  <  it  neithdr  fudbrod  theinifinfbnned  to  cbnfide^ 
Hue  farther  proTGlgatsoa  of  Parfiamentar  a  certaia  indicmioni 
of  peace,,  nor  did  k  .fieroMt  thofe  in  thciecrettodedvo  a» 
Vquft  profit  frem  the,  extent  of  tbarinfomatioiu 

.  He  achnowlcdgo^  )iownfer^  thit  he  wifbed  the  fpirit  o(F 
the.  firft  ktter  iMd  been  kept  up  to,  aDd  that  the  ftccmd  bad 
not'  ta}ked  of  a  provifional  treaty  with  one  •  of  the  powers  aa« 
war,  whicah  undbttbtndly/  ftil  rar  ih^t  of  the  expeftationf 
that  hadbeca  hield  out  li]r  the  Secretary  of  State  in  his  for^* 
QKr.  letter.  ' 

Having'fpoken .  at  fome  length  upon  tfait  pointy  his:Lord** 
{hipadiwrlled  to  wbat  had  been  faidon  the  fubjeft  of  the  n?yy, 
and  averred  that  atmoft  all  the  credit  of  the^vrefeat  flouriihing» 
condition  of  the  navy  was  to  be  attribnted  to  the  late  Board 
of  AdmiraltT,  by  whofa  exertions  the'ftores  and  materiala 
bad  been  colteded« 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fcx  faid^  the  meaning  which  the  noble  Lord  gave  to  Mr.  Fox» 
the  proviiiooal  artlclet,  was  a  compleat  proof  that  the  inge- 
nioos  fcbexn^  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  had  had  its  efk^,  ^nd 
that  every  man  explained  it  to  his  own  liking*    • 

Mr.  HopkiMs  fpoke  of  the  fervices  of  rhe  campaign  in  termi  Mr.Hop- 
of  great  ealogium,  and  alfo  of  the  exertions  which  had  been  kiai. 
made  to  the  increafe  of  the  navy  fince  the  prefent  Admini- 
firation  was  formed.    He  did  this  in  anfwer  to  fome  paiTages 
of  the  fpeech  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband. 

Mr.  Smith  faid,  he  found  himfclf  greatly  difficulted  in  his  Mr.^mwb* 
prelent  fituation ;  he  heard  varieties  of  opinions  with  refpe£k 
to  the  provifional  agreement^  not  only  from  the  members  of 
the  cabinet  in  this  Houfe,  and  the  members  in  the  other ;  but 
there  was  aUb  a  difFerence  between  what  was  fald  by  one, 
and  what  was  faid  by  the  other  even  here.  He  reprobated  the 
Secretary  of  State's  letter^  becaufe  by  ftating  the  chances^  it 
ict  the  ftockjobbers  to  work. 

Mr.  Huffi^  faid,  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  Townf-  Mr.  Hoffcy 
hendy  which  had  been  much  talked  of  in  debate,  had,  in  his 
opinion^  and  according  to  his  intelligence,  done  great  fervice. 
It  had  warned  the  real  ftQck-holder  ^gainft  the  manoeuvres  6f 
artful  mcn^  and  had  particularly  prevented  foreigners  from 
making  the  benefit  which  they  ufoally  did  of  (heir  early  in- 
ibrmation. 

The  Commander  inCblif  defended  thofe  who  fat  ontheG<>^<^* 
iame  bench  with  him,  anfi  rejoiced  that  men  of  all  deicrip-  ^*^* 
tioBSy  and  men  of  the  firft  abilities,  had  united,  and  on  this 
occafioo  were  unanimous  in  the  fupport  of  governments 

Sir  fftlUam  D^lben  contended,  that  his  Majefty's  Minifters  ^^Sf^**" 
were  not  intitled,  by  the  ftatuteof  laft  fcffion,  to  recognize  Doibea. 
the  independence  of  America,  and  be  (hould  think  them  high* 
ly  calpable  if  they  had  done  fo  without  coming  to  Parliament 
for  their  concurrence.  With  regard  to  the  letter  written  to 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Sir  William  faid,  he  gave  the  Secretary  of 
State  full  credit  for  having  written  that  letter,  with  the  beft 
intentions,  but  he  was  perfuadcd,  it  had  been  unfortunate  in 
its  effeA.  That  letter,  he  in  his  confcience  believed,  was 
the  nnforefcen  rub  that  hfd  protracted  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  for  peace.  The  moment  that  letter  appeared  in  public, 
France  drew  back  ;  our  countrymen  were  at  the  mercy  of  tlie 
French  Minifters  in  refpeft  to  the  ftocks  ;  they  had  it  i4 
their  power  to  raife  them  or  fall  them  as  they  pleaM,  by  ei- 
ther appearing  more  or  lefs  ready  to  ratify  the  trp.9ty,  and  by 
frivins:  iheir  dependents  the  neceifary  pot^ce.  * 
^  Vol.  IX.  O  '  Sir 
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Sir  Charles  Turner  faid,  he  proftffcd  before  God  he  found 
himfelf  in  greater  difficolties  than  he  ever  was  before  ;  he 
lored  the  Minift^rs,  fuch  of  them  he  meant  as  fat  in  that 
Houfe,  but  he  knew  not  what  they  meanft ;  their  language 
was  perfcftly  unintclligthle  to  him  ;  it  was  High  Daich,  or 
any  thing ;  it  was  as  unintelligible  to  him^  as  it  would  foe  to' 
the  Court  of  Turin  where  ht  was  educated  ;  it  was  to  be  cx-p 
plained  every  way  and  no  way*  He  wa^  in  hopes  that  fome 
odd  fellow  like  himfelf  would  have  objefied  to  granting  the' 
fupplies,  until  he  fhould  hear  tliat  the  American  war  was  for 
ever  abolilhed*  No  fuch  man  having  been  found,  he  declared 
that  he  would  give  his  negative  tt>  alt  fupply  until  that  ftiould 
be  the  cafe  ;  he  would  fight  againft  America  as  the  ally  of 
France,  but  not  againit  herfclf  for  dependence. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  agreed  to,  with  the  negative 
of  Sir  Charles. 

Mr^- Brett  thea  rnove^  for  the  fum  of  four  pounds  per 
monih  per  man,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  above  force ; 
which  w^s  granted.   . 

Decemher  I2. 


The  Lord  Maj^cr  of  LimJem  moved  the  Hooie,  Chat  dicy 
fhould,  on  Monday  next,  go  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoiife,  to  coniider  of  the  repeal  of  tlie  A&  paiTcd  in  the 
twenty-iirft  year  of  his  prelent  MajeAy,  relative  to  tbe  im« 
lx>rtathon  of  grain.  The  neceffity  of  the  Hoofe  coming  tm«* 
mediately  to  the  confideratioo  of  this  fubjeA,  was  evident^ 
The  poor  of  London  were  in  tbe  utmoft  neceftty,  and.  this 
aft  both  had,  aad  was  likely  in  future  to  ftaod  in  die  way  of 
all  fupply. 

A  converfation  and  debate  of  fhort  duration  took  place  oil 
this  motion  ;  and  Mr.  Sibthorp  moved,  as  ;in  amenddlent, 
that  ft  (hould  be  put  ofTtill  the  27th  of  January.  Mr.  Huf- 
Tey,  Sir  Jofcph  Mawbey,  Mr.  Stmtt,  Mr.  fiyng,  and  Sir 
Edward  Aftley.  fhortly  urged  the  necefiity  -and  expediency 
pf  going  into  the  immediate  confideration  of  the  fubjed« 

The  amendment  was  over  ruled,  and  the  original  matioii 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  Ortk  brought  up  the  Report  from,  the  Comfmittee  of 
Supply,  comainiag  the  vote  of  1 10,000  men  for  the  naval  fen* 
Vic^  of  the  curttnt  year,  including  marines  ;  and  of  the  fum 
of  4V.  per  month  per  man,  amounting  in  the  whcde  to  the 
fuiir  cf  5,720iOOoli  fot  the  maintenance  of  the  fame. 

Sir 
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Six  EJkmrd  Afil^y  io  this  ftage  of  thc^buiuiefs,  took-occa*>  Sir  Edward 
Con  to  fay^  that  the  praftice  of  prci&og^  fo  infamous  and  un-  AAlej, 
cooftitQtional^  ought  no  longer  tp  be  perfcvered  in.  It  was  a 
fa^,  heiaid^  that  every  man  got  by  this  means  coil  no  lefs 
than  3pl.  and  at  the  lame  timc^  as  heheard^  a  number  of  the 
beil  ieameoin  the  fervice  Were  employed  in  tlie  irapreft  fer* 
vice.  It  was  particuKprly  unfoxUinate  that,  in  hisMajefty^s 
fervice,  no  part  of  the  wagei^.  of  the  Icamen  was  paid^  in  theif 
abjeacc,  to  their,  wives,  and  families* ' 

Mr,  Brett  faid,  that  Govcrntneat  would  be  happy  to  foften  Wr.  Brett, 
tl^e  calamities  of.  war  as  far  as  poiHbIc«  The  honourable  Ba* 
rooet  was  mijQaken  infome  points.  By  Mr.  Grenville's  aft  a 
part  of  the  abfcnt  feainan'a  wages  was  paid  to  hi&wife  ;  and 
its.toa.i|)miber  06  abiefisanien  being  employed  ip  the  impreft 
ierviqe,  he  could  aflfure  the  Houfe,  that  an  Admiral  had  in- 
ipeftqd  all  the  iiapreft  companies. in  the  kingdom,  and  the  re-* 
port  rafher  wa^  tJbfitthcy  were  men  fit  for  no  &rvice. 

Mff  Martynxok }Xi^  to  dcdare,  that  thi*  fervice altogpthct  Wr.Martyn 
Xf2i^v^  moilinfiamoQS  violation  of  the  public  liberty,  not  war^ 
ranted  either  by  coaftitution  or  policy. 

Mr. /f^ry  faid^  that  feeing  the  Chancellor  of  theExchc-  Mf.Hufley. 
quer  in  his  place,  he;  wifhed  to  take  notice  of  a  circumfiancc 
in  the  Kiog'$  ipcech,  which  iniinuated  that  we  fhquld  havp 
future  loans*  He  was  forry  to  fee  this  mentioned  in  thei 
ipeech^  and  the  Houfe  pledged  in  their  anfwer  to  the  famo 
thing,  as  it  was  not  furely  a  politic  nor  a  wife  meafure.  Ho 
bad  maintained,  that  it  was  an  opinion  advanced  by  many 
good  officers  that  landfmen  might  be  employed  on  board  our 
fhips  with  great  advantage.  He  flill  urged  this  do£Lrine^  and 
did  it^  he  iaid,  on  the  confirmation  of  a  great  naval  authori« 
ty,  .whom  he  was  ready  to  name,  if  defired.  It  wastheopi* 
nba  of  that  diflinguifhcd  officer,  that  by  the  feamcn  which, 
we  had  now  on  board,  with  a  proper  addition  of  lapdmen,^ 
trained  as  they  very  foon  might  be,  it  would  be  in  oar  power, 
to  man  j^ft  half  as  many  more  (hips  as  were  aow  in  commif* 
fion  ;  nay,  to  man  double  the  number. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  that  they  would  be  happy  to  have  Mr.  Ch«n« 
the  honourable  gentleman's,  ad vice^and  afljfta^cc  in  all  mat*  ««**'"  ^^*^' 
ters  of  fiiaapccu  In  refpefl  to  future  loans,  if  the  war  wus  to 
CQQtinue,  we  might  naturally  look  tor  them;  and  for  the  prC'^^ 
fent  yei^r  at  leaft^^^  whether  wc  bad  war  or  peace,  fuch  wa$  tha 
date  of  theoxnfunded  debt,  that  we  muft  look  for  a. loan,  or 
forfomethi/ig  c^arly  refcmblingi^one.  But  it  was.th?  clear 
opinio^  of  bU  Majefty's  Miniilers,  that  the  placing  our  fund^ 

Qi'  into 
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into  foime  regular  cdutfc  of  payment,  wis  a  moft  falutary  and 
elTential  ilieafufe  to  our  falvation, 

I'he  report  was  then  read  aiUl  agreed  to* 
General  Xhc  ComiTiandcr  in  Chief  (General  CMwayJ  ihcDTore,  and 

Conway,  f^^^^  ^^^^  j^^  ncver  got  up  in  that  Houfe^  upon  any  occafion, 
with  fo  little  difficulty,  and  fo  much  pleafure,  as  he  did  on 
that  day.  The  gallant  General^  who  was  the  fubjeft  of  all 
men's  praife  and  reverence,  the  intrepid,  and  perfevering 
General  Eliott  had  delerved  every  thing  diat  a  grateful  and 
an  admiring  nation  could  beftow.    His  oravery,  his  enter- 

Erize,  his  prudence,  hid  fkill,  his  conftancy,  his  humanity, 
is  zeal,  and  his  unremitting  attention  to  every  part  of  his 
Important  and  laborious  duty,  through  fo  long  and  fo  clofe  an 
inveftment,  demanded  fame  more  lofty,  and  praife  more  laft-* 
ing  than  his  weak  words  could  pofiibly  confer.    After  ftating 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  Majefty  to  beftow  on  him  a 
iignal  mark  of  his  favour,  he  faid  tliat  the  thanks  of  this 
Houfe  were  ftilt  wanting,  as  of  all  other  rewards,  the  thanks 
of  bis  grateful  country,  was  the  reward  the  deareft  and  brigbteff 
in  a  foldier's  eyes,  and  that  to  which,  above  all  other  things, 
he  would  honourably  afpire.    He  would  not  enter  intone 
detail  of  the  tranfaAions  of  the  garrifon  througk  the  whole  of 
the  long  and  arduous  iiege ;  every  circumftance  of  which  was 
an  article  of  praife  to  the  brave  man  of  whom  they  were 
fpeaking.     He  would  therefore  move,  ^^  That  the  thanks  of 
this  Houfe  be  given  to  General  Elliott,  for  the  important  fer- 
vice  he  has  done  to  this  copntry  by  his  brave  and  gallant  de- 
fence  of  Gibraltar." 
The  motion  was  ftcondcd  by  Mr.  Secretary  Townfhend. 
tord  Mill-       Lord  Afiii^rave  faid,  tliere  was  only  one  thing  in  which  he 
grave.        differed  6h  that  day  wfth  the  right  honourable  Commander 
iti  Chief -—that  he  never  in  his  life  rofe  under  fo  much  cm- 
barraiTment  and  difficulty.    The  Houfe  would  indulge  hint 
in  giving  way  to  his  feelings  on  the  occaiion.     He  had  been 
twice  a  fpefiator  of  the  wonders  of  General  kliott^s  charafter, 
and  it  required  that  men  fhoutd  fee  them  thoroughly,  to  un- 
deriland  their  impoVtance.     The  enterprize  whi^h  the  Gene- 
ra) had  difplayed  in  his  fally  fome  time  ago,  could  only  be 
equalled  by  the  ardour  of  the  troopf  that  followed  him  ;  who 
knew,  that  in  following  General  EKott,  they  were  going  to 
reap  unparallellcd  honour.    The  fkill  and  addrefs  which  be 
fbewed  in  repelling  and  overthrowing  tlie  laft  great  and  un* 
common  attack  of  the  enemy,  could  only  be  furpafled  by  that 
more  thkn  human  humanity^  (if  he  might  be  allowed  the  ex* 

prcffion) 
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preffion)  that  more  than  htiinaii  magoanimlty  ^ni  cotnpdiiioa 
ivhich  he  had  fhewn  in  fnatching  ocpiring  enetnies  from  the 
Combined  horrors  of  Tea  and  fire;  Irt  fuch  a  itiofnlent  of  tin-<' 
precedented  triumph^  it  wks  6hiy  A  man  with  the  gentlencft  of 
fpirit,  the  ibftneft  df  nature,  and  the  moderation  of  mind^ 
trhich  characterized  General  Eliott,*  that  could  ad  with  the 
cooldeis  and  cbnfideration  which  he  difcovered  in  that  awful 
icene.  And  yet  though  his  condud,  on  thefe  great  occ^aiions' 
of  his  dnty^  had  (hewn  him  to  be  all  that  we  have  ever  been 
taught  to  expefi  in  a  foldier,  even  this,  in  his  opinion,  watf 
the  fmalleft  merit  of  General  £liott.  The  merit  of  bravery 
jad  hiimanity  were  not  peculiar,  though  they  were  brilliant 
virtues.  There  were  many  men  who,  when  thej  came  to  fo 
trying  a  (itaatioa,  would,  with  minds  afpiring  after  honotiri 
ihew  powers  of  mind  equallv  a&i  ve,  and  feelings  as  humane5 
but  where  was  the  man  wno  for  three  years  together  Wa^ 
equally  and  confift'ently  great  ?  For  General  Eliott  alone  it 
was  referred  to  be  as  great  in  all  the  afiions  of  each  day,  aff 
in  the  memorable  crifis  of  his  fate  :  to  be  as  valuable  in  l)end« 
ing  his  mind  to  the  lefs  brilliant,  but  as  neceiTary  conftdera^ 
tions  of  the  comfort,  the  difcipiine,  the  vigilance,  the  love 
of  his  garrifon,  was  referved  to  itluftrate  the  features  of  this 
great  man,  which  made  him,  in  his  opinion,  the  moft  finifh«« 
ed  military  charaAer  that  any  zfft  or  country  had  produced* 
Men  were  apt,  he  iaid,  to  (peak  too  fparingly  of  the  living, 
and  too  loftily  of  the  dead.  Let  it  not  be  attributed  to  hint 
that  he  reverfed  this  praftice,  for  from  his  foul  he  did  not 
know  a  charafter,  living  or  dead,  which  in  all  military  points 
could  equal  that  of  General  £liott«  Gentlemen  talked  in 
raptures  of  the  ftrength  of  Gibraltar,  and  were  fond  of  cal- 
ling it  by  nature  impregnable.  Its  ftrength  was  undoubtedly 
great,  but  it  was  General  E'lJtt  who  hsbid  made  it  impreg* 
nable* 

Mr.  RDl/i  faid  he  was  happy  to  fee  this  matter  of  public  Mr.  AoUei 
gratitude  taken  into  the  hands  of  Government.     He  had  de« 
tcrmined  to  do  it,  if  they  had  not;  and  he  hoped  it  was  alfo 
their  intention  to  vote  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Sir  Roger 
Curtis. 

Sir  y^^ph  Mawbey  faid,  that  General  Boyd,  the  fecond  in  g:,  jofepM 
command  at  Gibraltar,  had  not  been  mentioned.     He  was  a  Mawbey* 
moft  deferving  officer,  and  furely  on  the  prefent  occalion  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  faid  he  held  fbmr  other  motiona 
in  hi«  hand  when  this  was  difculTed. 

2  Sit 
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Sir  Oeorstt       Sir  CMfKgi  Howard  declai;c4^  U^at  b?.  <;ould  POt  fufficie&tly: 
|i9ward.      cxprcfs  his  admiratipn  of  tl^c  charaQcr  of  Gcacral  Eliott*  — 
|t  Uad  beep  vciry  happilj.  in  tl^e  hands,  of  a,  ooblc  Lord>  who 
^ad  fpoke^  what  he  felt;  ap4  he  now:  roTe.  tp  Qbrervc^  that 
iii  giving  hjm  the  thinks  of  this  Hqufe^  they  could  not  be 
V>Ae^pUck  in  ftafiog  t^je  ixopprts^ncc  of  the.  ftrwcc  on  which 
^e  General  had  been  esiploycd.    The  moi'iQn  was  not  fuffi- 
^lenlly  exprefiiveoo   tlus.ppint,  and.  he  therefore  wifhed  to 
^d  the  following  words  as  an  illuftration  of  the  fenfc  and  feel- 
ings of  the  Houfe  on  this  great  occaiion.     He  therefore  nooved^ 
that  after  tihp  word  **  Gibraltar,'*  there  (hould  be  inferred  thq 
WQrdi,^  ^*  the  raoft  valuable  and  important  fortrefs  of  all  the 
foreign  territories  beloiigingto  Great  Britain,'* 
f^ovdrield-      Lord  FieUing  feconded  the  amendoiient^  exprefEng  in  a. few 
m\  words  his  adoiiration  of  the  gallant  General,  and  declaring 

that  he  concurred  with  the  honourable  Baronet  ia  thinking  tho 
word$  which  he  had  prqpofed  qecefTary  to  fix  the  value  ot  the 
fervice  foe  which  he  was  to  be  thanked*. 
yix.  Ocorgc      Mr.  George  Onjhfw  declared,  that  he  thought  of  General 
Onflpw*      J4iott  and  hit  -lervices  with  rapture ;  but  he  qould  not  fub- 
fcribe.tQthe  words  nowptopofed  to  be  added  to  the  motion  ; 
for  he  always  had  been  of  opinion,  and  was  nqw  of  opinion^ 
that  Gibraltar  hung  like  a  dead  weight  round  the  neck  of  J^ri-^ 
tain,     it  was  of  ho  ufe  tp  us.     Other  nations  that  had  no 
Gibraltar  had  more  trade  in   the  Mediterranean  and  I^evaot 
than  we  had,  the  Danes,  the  Swedes,  add  the  Dutch ;  and  it 
y»dA  a  vulgar  error  that  Gibraltar  was  fo  wonderfully  impor- 
t^dU,     He  knew  it:  he  was^  there  feven  years.     He  was  a 
fpldier,  and  a  bit  of  a  fearoan.     Its  bay  was  not  fit  to  be  called 
io»    He  had  feen  eleven  Ihips  afhore  in  it  at  a  time ;  and,  in 
(tiort,  it  ought  not  to  be  ranked  by  us  in  fo  confequential  a 
light. 
fulNogent      £^rl  Nugent  faid,  he  would  not  enter  into  any  difcuflion 
of  the  queftion  concerning  the  importance  of  Gibraltar  ;  but 
he  was  &)rry  that  the  honpurable  Baronet  had  made  the  amend- 
Oient,  as  it  might  difturb  the  unanimity  with  which   they 
would  be  all  happy  to  pal's  tlie  vote  of  thanks  to  the  brave 
General.     It  would  include  a  politic«i|  quedion,  and  give  rilo 
.  to  diicuffions  which  he  mud  lament  on  iuch  an  occafion. 
€ir  (George-      Sir  Gfon^f  Howard  (aid,  that  nothini;  was  further  from  his 
|jo\v«<i.      heart  than  to  introduce  words  which  flv)uld  give  nfc  to  a  po- 
litical queflion ;  and  if  his  amendment  ihould  difturb  the  una* 
pimity  of  the  Houfe^  he  would  be  happy  to  withdraw  it ; 

for 
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for  he  ifieiarit  ofily  to  ftiew  the  importance  of  the  ^lalit  (3e- 
neral^s  fervice, 

Mr.  Fox  rejoiced  that  the  amenclment  had  been^  propofecl)  Mr.fdfc 
but  it  ^outd  give  hiito  very  great  concern,  if  it  mould  ht 
withdrawn.  RejK>^t^  had  gone  abroad,  that  Gibraltar  wai 
to  be  given  up  ;  he  did  not  credit  them  himfelf :  for  he  Waii 
convinced  that  there  was  not;  in  Adniinillration,  a  fingl6 
man  i^ho  dared  to  give  it  up :  this  amendment,  if  carried^ 
Would  coQvince  the  public  at  large,  that  th6  reports  were 
groundless :  J>ut  it  woulcj  have  ftill  a  greater  efFcft ;  it^^ould 
cODYioce  Spain  that  this  nation  was  not  in  la  tethp^r  td 
fofier  the  ccffion  of  fo  important  a  fortrefs ;  or  that  if  tfae^ 
could  bring  themfelves  to  think  6f  an  exchange,  it  would  tell 
Spin  that  th^  price  of  it  muft  be  immenife,  becaufe  us  valtrt 
was  immenfe  :  in  either  cafe,  the  amendment  would  be  of  x\A 
greateft. advantage  to  this  country,  and  even  in  cafe  of  anp" 
ftegociation  for  its  ceflion,  the  refoloticn  propofed  Vvould 
fcrve  them  highly,  inftead  of  injuring  them.  At  all  event»^ 
be  was  happy  that  the  amendment  had  been  mad^,  becaulb 
Minifters  WOuld  team  what  a  value  the  nation  had  fet  upon  a 
fortrefs,  which  had  bafHed  the  attacks  of  a  great,  army,  and 
an  immenfe  fleet.  Mr.  (!>nnow  h'^d  faid,  it  Was  hot  import 
tant  to  us^  and  that  the  Dahcs,  the  Swedes,  and  the  Dutclk 
had  more  trade  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Levant  than  our- 
fflvcf,  without  a  Gibraltar. ,  Woiild  Mr.  Onflow  fay,  that 
thefe  nations  could  trade  into'  the  Mediterranean  without 
Gibraltar,  tf  they  wefe  at  >Var'with  Francfe  and  Spain?  Hfc 
fhottld  be  forry,  indeed,  ijt  the  amendment  fhould  be  xht  caufb 
that  afingle  negative  fhould  be  given  to  the  motion  for  thank) 
to  General  Eliort,  of  whom  nO  man  was  a  gireater  admireV 
than  himfelf  ;  but  if  the  amendment  fhould  be  rejeded,  ftid 
the  original  motion  for  thanks,  he  was  fure.  Would  pafs  una«> 
nimoufly  :  it  reftcd  with  the  honourable  General  Who  had 
moved  it,  whether  he  would  withdraw  it  or  not ;  but  it  reftcd 
al([>  with  the  Houfe,  after  it  had  b^eh  made  and  feconded^ 
whether  diey  would  confent.to  its  being  withdrawn. 

Governor  yohnjlone  qevcr  wiflied  to  clog  a  queftion  with  Cdvfrn^r 
txtraneous  riVattcr,  or  tb  carry  by  a  iide-wind,  what  ought  to  J«^»<^*- 
be  the  fubjeA  of  adireft  and  ieparate  oueftion.  It  had  been 
fald  that  thanks  were  to  be  given  to  other  officers  of  the  gar- 
rifon;hc  wasibrry  for  it;  the  honour  ought  not  to  be  frittered 
away  ;  it  fhould  belong  to  the  Commander  in  Chief ;  it  was 
his  due;  lie  wifhed  to  make  the  thanks  tbt  tnore  honourable^ 
troxd  being  given  fparingly  and  feldom* 

•         •  Mr. 
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Mr,  s«cN«      Mr.  Secretary  Twnjhcnd^  rofe  to  give  the  Houfe  jofor<- 

tary  Towo«  mation.     General  Eliott  had  written  home  warmly  in  fa- 

flico^t        YQ^^  Qf  I^ieutenant  Governor  Boyd's  conduct ;  but  by  an 

accidental  blunder,   that  paffage  of  the  letter  had  not  ap-* 

peared   in   the.  Gazette.     He    bad    written,    however,    to 

General  Boyd  to  fct  the  matter  to  rights,  and  to  inform  hitn 

what  the  Governor  had  faid  of  hin^.  After  this  Mr.  Townfliend 

went  into  an  argument  upon  the  amendment,  which  he  faid 

did  tend  to  embarrafs  Minifters,  and  ought  to  be  withdrawn* 

Mf.  Byng.      Mr.  Byng  rcpehended  Mioifters  feverely  for  their  negli* 

gence  in' omitting  to  publifb  General  £liott's  coipmepda-- 

tipns  of  Lieut^aant- Governor  Boyd. 

tord  Mtti-      Lord  Mul^rave,  was    againft    the    amendment :  to    the 

%xvt^        King's  prerogative^  as  it  was  now  fettled  by  the  conftitution^ 

he  was  a  firm  friend;  the  fabric  of  thjs  cofiditution  was 

the  fubje£t  of  hi$  veneration, 

TheStrlof     The  Earl  of  Surrey  woiild  be  forry  that  England  fbould 

^rrcy.       part  with  fo  valuable  a  poiTcilion  as  Gibraltar ;  but  at  the 

fatne  time,  he  would  ^ot  have  it  thought  that  he  would  wifh 

to  concurr  10  any  ipQafure  calculated  to  take  minifters  by 

fgrprife, 

tord  Ma*       Lord  Mabm  faid,  that  it  was  not  candid  to  attempt  to  take 

\ion,  Minifters   by  furprife,  or  to  bring  on  a  coniidcration  of  fo 

much  moment,  without  a  previous  notice. 

j^Td  Cto.       Lord  Qforge  Cavendi/h  thought  this  idea  pf  previous  no«- 

Cavcodiih.  ticc  entirely  unparliamentary  ;  he  was  an  old  member,  and 

never  had  neard  the  idea  narted  till  of  late  years;    and 

it  was  moftly  urged  by   young  members ;  ovt  Min^'ftcr^ 

held  up  this  fhielJ,  whenever  an    attempt'  was  made    to 

touch  upon  a  delicate  fpot;   but  it  would  not  hinder  th^ 

.attack ;  for  he  always  found  that  noen  bad  a  propen^ty  tp 

poke  in  a  delicate  or  tender  fpot, 

Ur4  FUM-      -Lord  Fielding  ipiifted  that  nothing  in  the  amendment : 

ins-  ftated   that  Gibraltar  was  invaluable  \  it  declared,  iimply^ 

that  it  was  the  inoft  valuable  and  important  fortrefs  of  our 

foreign  poflTefiions. 

Mr.  put         Mr*  Chancellor  PiV/  faid,  that  this  was  a  mode  (imilar  to 

that  afcribed  to  a  noble  Lord  in  adminiftration,   of  creating 

unanimity,  by  railing  a  divcri^ty  of  opinion.     He  wiftied, 

for  his  own  part,  to  ta^e  his  (hare  of  refponfibility  as  a  Mi- 

nifter ;  but  he    would  nor  be  refpopfihle  unlefs  he  under- 

Hood  vpon  what  grounds  he  was  to  a£t,  and  what  was  to 

be  the  rule  of  his  conduft.     If  the  Houfe  would  dirciEtly 

'move  that  Gibraltar  fhoqld  in  no  poflible  cafe  be  given  up. 

Jet  them  fay  fo  plainly,  and  he  would  aft  accordingly*   With 

refpeft 
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ic&eft  to  the  infcrtion^  as  a  matter  of  honour  to  General 
Ehotty  it  was  farcly  unncceflary  for  the  gallantry  of  Gene* 
ral  Eliott's  conduft  would  have  entitled  him  to  equal  praife 
if  the  objeft  had  been  lefs  important. 

Mr.  Bmrke  ftrongly  fupported  the  amendment ;  he  faid  Mr.  fiaike. 
it  wddM  gire  the  Minifters  a  handle  for  obftinately  re- 
Ettiog  all  demands  for  a  ceilion  of  Gibraltar.  It  had  been 
often  faid  of  Englifli  negociators,  that  they  had,  in  all  ne* 
gociations,  the  advantage  of  impotence;  that  is,  the  ad- 
vantage of  not  having  it  in  their  power  of  complying  with 
the  demands  of  an  uoreafonable  enemy. 

The  amatidroent  he  thought  highly  neceiTary  to  the 
honour  of  General  Eliott ;  for  though  other  officers  might 
have  behaved  eallantly,  and  nobly  in  other  quarters,  yet 
he  derived  additional  lufire  from  the  great  theatre  on 
which  his  abilities  had  been  difplaycd.  Polybius  had  ob* 
ferved,  that  is  was  abfurd  to  compare  Timolcon  to  Alex* 
ander. 

bir  j£dam  Fergufon  was  againft  the  amendment ;  he  sir  Adam 
agreed  entirely  with  Governor  Johnfionc,  in  opinion,  that  Fergufon 
the  words  of  the  nootion  could  not  have  been  too  fimple ; 
he  was  always  much  better  pleafcd  with  the  fimple  epitaph 
made  by  Simonides,  for  the  gallant  Spartans,  who  had 
fallen  at  Thermopylae,  than  with  the  mod  pompous  and 
lobored  panegyric  of  the  dead.  All  that  Simonides  faid  of 
theie  gallant  heroes,  was;  ^'  Go,  ftranger,  and  tell  the 
Lacaedemonans,  that  we  fell  here  in  defence  of  our 
country.*' 

Sir  Cba*ies  3l/r;//rwas  alfo  againd  the  motion,  becaufe  he  sir  Charles 
was  not  yet  ripe  to  fay,  that  Gibraltar  was  the  moft  valuable  Turiirr. 
fortre&  we  had;  it  would  require  time  to  deliberate,  before 
a  man  c6tild  bring  himfelf  to  declare  which   was  the  moft 
valuable  of  our  foreign  fortreffes. 

Lord  yobn  Cavendr/h  faid  he  would  not  have  cared  if  the  tori  John 
amendment  had  never hecn  propofed  ;  bur,  having  been  pro-  Cafendiih. 
pofed }    it   might  be   |[rodufiive  of  the  moft  fatal  confe- 

Juences,   if  it  fhould  go  over  to  Spain  that  the  Houfe  of 
^ommoDs  had  not  <jlared  to  pronounce  Gibraltar  a  valuable 
fonrcfs. 

General  Conway  afked  if  gentlemen  were  yet  ripe  to  pro*    Certr*l 
Bounce  Gibraltar  the  moft  valuable  of  our  forweffcs  >  would   ^'^'^'^^^^ 
they  fay,    for  inftancc,'  that    ir  was  more   valuable  than 
Madras,  the  lofs  of  which  might  be  p^roduftive  of  the  loft 
of  all  our  po^cflions  in  Indi^  f 
Vot>IX.  ?  Mr< 
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Mi^  Dimpfier^  in  order  to  obviate  this  oligeAioi^  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  which  was,  that  before 
the  words,  <<  the  moft  valuable  and  important,"  ihould  be 
infcrted  the  words  —  *^  one  of:"  — 

The  Lcrd  Jdvocate  of  Scotland  called  this  a  new  edition  of 
the  debate,  and  oppofed  the  new  amendment,  fupporting  the 
oiginal  motion  as  the  only  one  that  ought  to  pals,  pending 
the  negotiation  for  peace. 

Mr.  fFiiberJorce  faid,  the  gentleman  on  the  other  lide  the 
Hoofe  dealt  unfairly  by  Minifters ;  let  them  judge  them  by 
their  a£lions.  They  had  fpent  the  fummer  in  forwarding 
peace,  and  yet  the  gentlemen  now  addrefled  their  arguments 
rather  to  their  words,  than  their  aAions.  Mr.  Wilberforce 
fupported  Mr.  Pitt  very  flrenuouily:,  and  ended  his  ffieech 
with  declaring,  that  his  honourable  friend  poiTeilcd  hereditary 
ability  and  hereditary  honour. 

At  length  Sir  George  Howard  again  deilred  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  and  Lord  Fielding  confented  ;  but  juft  at 
the  Speaker  was  about  to  put  the  queftion, 

Mr.  D,  P*  Cokf  rofe,  and  declared,  he  would  not  con* 
fcnt,  as  he  ihould  not,  perhaps,  have  another  opf>ortanity 
of  declaring  his  refolution  never  to  agree  to  cede  Gibraltar  ; 
fooner  than,  do  which,  he  laid,  he  would  cut  off  bis  right 
hand. 

General  Conwayi  told  Mr.  Coke  he  would  undoubtedly 
have  many  opportunities  of  deplaring  that  opinion  by  ^ 
vote,  but  advifcd  him,  as  the  more  manly  way,  to  take 
an  opportunity  of  moving  a  dirc£t  queflion  upon  the  fub* 
jeft. 

Mr.  Coh  faidy  the  ill-fuccefs  of  his  motion,  for  the  abo* 
Htion  of  an  unjuftifiable  peniion  laft  fcflioo,  had  determined 
him  not  to  attempt  another  motion.  As,  however,  he  had 
learnt  that  he  fliould  have  fuSkient  opportunity  hereafter  to 
declare  his  deteftation  of  the  cefSon  of  Gibraltar^  he  had  no 
objcAion  to  the  amendment's  being  withdrawn. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn  accordingly,  and  General 
Conway's  original  motion  carried  rteminc  contra Jiccnie. 

Geners^l  Onway  then  rofe,  and  faid,  he  begged  leave  far* 
ther  to  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  few  words,  in  order 
to  open  to  them  another  motion,  which  he  meaiilt  to  oSer^ 
and  to  which,  as  he  humbly  hoped  there  would  be  no 
obje£tion,  fo  he  did  not  imagine -it  could  occafioq  any  de« 
bate.  The  motion  to  which  be  alluded,  was  a  motion  of 
thanks  to  Lord  Vifcount  Howe,   for  bis  having  fo  gallantly 

relieved 
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relieved  the  gatrriron  of  Gibraltar*    An  hoooarable  gentle* 
man  had  declared  in  that  Houfe  on  a  former  day,  that  there 
had  been  feme   miftake  made  refpeding  a  fignal,  but  that 
faoQdurabie  gentkinan  declared  at  the  fame  time,  that  ho 
did  Qoft  iflipnte  that  mifiake  to  the  noble  Lord  who  com- 
manded the  fleet,  and  that  be  was  far  from  faying,  that  he 
was  far  frcaa  faying,  that  the  noble  Lord  was  himfelf  to 
b/ame,  only  that  there  was  caufe  for  blame  ibmewhere. 
He  trufled,  -therefore,  that  the  hafmoQy  of  that  day's  pro- 
ceeding   woekl  meet  with   no  interruption,  and    that  the 
motion   he  was  then  going  to  make,  would  pais  without  a 
negative.     He  then  moved. 

That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  for  the  important  fcrvice  he 
has  done  to  this  country  by  the  late  relief  of  the  fortrefs  of 
Gibraltar,  and  by  his  galfaiit  and  able  mahofeuvrcfs  of  the 
fleet  under  his  command  agamft  a  fuperior  fleet  of  the 
enemy. 

Sir  Cba^Its  Turner^  after  fotae  interruptioh  by  the  clamour  sir  Chaxla 
for  the  queftibn,  called  u^n  g<fntlcmcri.  If  they  had  any  Turner, 
thing  u>  fay  againft  the  condu£t  of  the  noble  Admiral  to 
Hand  up  now  and  pronounce  their  opinions. 

The  queftion  was  put,  arid  carried  with  the  (Ingle  negative 
6f  Governor  Johriftonc, 

Gaural  Cchway  then  rofe  ag^iD,  and  fatd  to  6otnp!eat  the'    Ceneni 
bufincfi,  the  Houfe  ought,  in  his  mind,  to  vot«  flieir  thanks  Coowiy, 
to  the  other  diftinguifhed  officers  concerned  in  this  fcrvice. 
The  General  then  ftiortly  flrated  the  merits  of  the  feveral 
officers  included  in  his  motion,  and  moved  : 

That  the  thanks  of  thi^  Houfe  be  given  to  Lieutenant 
General  Boyd,  Major  G^nferal  La  Motte,  Major  General 
Green  Chief  Engineer,  to  6ir  Roger  Curtis,  and  to  the  offi- 
cers, foldiers,  and  failors,  lately  employed  id  the  defence  of 
Gibraltar. 

General  Rofs  paid  high  compliments  to  General  Eliott,  Gen.  Rod. 
and  the  other  officers   and   foldiers   of  the  garrifon,  ex- 
cepting General  Boyd,  of^  whom  he.fpoke  in  terms  very 
fevere. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  called  him  to  order,  as  the  General  T***^'"^ 
was  not  prefent  to  defend  himfelf.  °*    ""'^' 

General  Rofs  declared,   that  what  he  had  faid  proceeded  Gen.  Ro'i* 
not  from  perfonal  pique,  revenge,  or  malice ;   but  he  per- 
iiiled  in  what  he  (aid,  and  he  would  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
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Houfe  againft  the  vote  of  thanks  to  General  Boyd,  even  if 
he  fhould  ftand  lingle. 

Mr.  Borke,  Vir.  Burhty  Oeoeral  Conway,  Governor  Tohnftone,  Mr* 
Rolle^  Mr.  Secretary  Townfhend,  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt^ 
and  other  Members  flrongly  defended  General  Boyd  ;  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Towofliend  in  particular  reported  to  the 
Hoafe,  the  very  honourable  ceftimony  which  General  Eliott 
paid  to  his  merit,  although  it  ^as  known  that  there  was  a 
coldnefs  between  them. 

Cen.RoA.  General  Refs^  perfifted,  and  moved  as  an  amendment^  that 
the  name  of  General  Boyd  be  left  out  of  the  motion, 

1  his  not  being  feconaed,  General  Rofs  left  the  Houfe^ 
fl04  the  original  motion  pailed  unanimouily* 

Deccmbir  ja. 

The  Houfe,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, went  into  a  committe  of  ways  and  means ;  and 
Mr.  Ord  having  taken  the  chair,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  £x« 
cheauer  moved,  that  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  four  fbillings  in  the  pound  and  no  more  be  im* 
pofed  as  a  land  tax« 

This  motion  having  been  read.  Sir  Jofcph  Mawbcy 
Tpfe,  and  was  entering  into  an  ample  difcuilion  of  the 
ftate  of  the  nation,  finances,  and  negociation  for  peace, 
adverting  occafionally  to  what  had  been  faid  in  the  Houfe 
on  thefe  fubje£ls  in  former  debates*  Upon  this  he  was 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Coke,  (of  Norfolk)  who  faid  he  was 
^n)3n)ed  to  fee  how  debates  were  carried  on  jn  that  Houfc, 
and  how  fond  fome  gentlemen  were  of  them;  he  was  afraid, 
thsit,  in  the  end,  the  ftra'pgcrs  iq  the  gallery  would  have  a 
contempt  for  their  proceedings,  and  that  the  public  at  large 
would  lofq  all  veneration  for  the  HQufe, 

The  queflion  was  then  put,  and  carried  without  oppoii- 
tton ;  as  was  alfo  another  motion,  made  by  the  C*hanceUor 
vi  the  ^xchecjuer,    for   inipo&ng   the,  ordinary' duty  on 

Pf  member  14. 
Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received, 
from  Sir  Roger  Cyrtis,  the  following  letter,  in  return  to  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe,  figniried  to  him  by  Mr.  "Speaker,  iq 
obedience  tQ  t}^eir  coipmjinds  of  Thursday  laft  ; 

^*  Sir,  December  14th,   1782, 

•*  I  have  this  morning  been  favouted  with  your  letter  of 
\\\t  i2ih  inftant^  accompanying  a  r^folution  pf  t)ie  {loufe 
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of  Commons,  pafled  the  fame  day,  whereby  the!r  thanks 
were  given  to  certain  officers  (amongft  whom  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  named),  and  to  the  other  officers,  the  foldiers, 
and  fattors,  lately  employed  in  the  defence  of  Gibraltan 

*'  I  am  not  capable,  Sir,   to  exprefs  how  very  fcnfibly  I 

am  aficded  by  the  high  honour  that  has  been  thus  conferred 

on  me.     I  hope,  therefore,  the  Houfe  will  believe  I  feel  as 

much  as  any  man  can,  bow  honourable  it  is  to  obtain  the 

approbation  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     The  officers  and 

men  who  ferved  in  my  department  at  Gibraltar  will,  I  am 

fure,  join  with  me  in  thefe  fentiments,  as  they  did  moft 

heartily  in  their  beft  endeavours  towards  the  defence  of  that 

fortrefs* 

<<  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c« 


The  Right  Honourable 
the  Speaker,  &c.  ice.  &c« 


<^  ROGER    CURTIS* 


December  i6. 

On  the  bill  for  allowing  the  fale  of  prize  (hips,  Mr« 
Hoflcy  moved  an  alteration,  which  on  the  reprefentation 
of  Mr.  Brett  he  withdrew. 

The  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  dated  to  the  Houfe  the  pro-  lJ.  a^va- 
pcfs,  which  had  been  made  in  the  India  bufinefi,  and  the  cateofSo*. 
ibge  in  which  it  now  flood.     The  bill  againft  Sir  Thomas  ^^^ 
Rumbold,  and  Peter  Perring,  Efq.  by  means  of  an  a£l  of 
Parliament,  was  continued  in  force  ;  and  with  refpeA  to  the 
refblutions  made  on  the  Bengal  judicature,  they  flood  in  a 
very  lingular  iituation. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  refolved  that  the  Governor 
General  of  Bengal  ought  to  be  recalled ;  the  Diredors  of  the 
India  Company,  conformably  to  the  relolution  of  the  Houfe, 
had  refolved  to  recall  him ;  but  a  Court  of  Proprietors,  called 
fome  (hort  time  afterwards,  had  thought  proper  to  refcind,  or 
at  leaft  to  fufpend  the  refolu-ion  of  the  Court  of  Dirc£lors ; 
and  thus  a  perfon,  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Houi'e  of 
Commons,  and  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  ought  to  have 
been  recalled  to  Great  Britain,  was  pronounced  by  a  Court 
of  Proprietors,  a  fit  perfon  to  remain  at  the  head  of  affairs 
in  India:  here  was  a  clafliing  of  opinions,  of  the  utnioft 
confeqoence  to  the  public  in  general ;  an  1  luch  as  it  would 
well  become  the  wifdom  and  prudence  of  Parliameot  to  take 
ipto  t]^eir  moft  furious  coniideration«     Thccorrefpondence 

that 
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that  fbficd  between  the  Stcretatry  of  State,  and  tke  Direfiors 

of  the  Company,  wa$  already  before  the  Houfe  ;  be  wiflied 
that  a  pr<)cecdiog  ftiauld  be  had  upon  the  fubjeA ;  but  be 
was  deiirous  chat  the  Houfe  (hould  have  the  moft  ample  in- 
formation, before  chey  (hould  be  called  upon  to  give  any 
dcciiion  on  the  bufinefs,  and  therefore  would  toOvc,  that 
the  Diredors  of  tie  Eaft  lodia  Company  do  lay  before  thit 
Houfe,  copies  of  alt  proceedihgs  that  have  been  hrad  by 
ihe  faid  Dlrefkors,  or  by  &ny  dourt  of  Proprietors  of  the 
fiud  Company, .  relati^  to  the  recall  of  Warren  Hafting$» 
Efqiiire,  Governor  General  of  BeagaL 

^^^        Mr. 'Secretary  Tawnfhend  feconded  the  motion. 

UfaaAme.       Governor  Johnjione  very  warmly  defended  the  conduft  of 
the  Court  of  Proprietors,  and  faid,  that  there  was  nothing 
illegal  in  their  refifting  a,  refolution  of  that  Houfe,   for  a  re- 
folotion  of  that  Houfe  w.is  not  law. 
Mr.  T.  Pitt  agreed  to  this  propofition. 

llr.BBffce.  Mr.  Burke  pointed  out,  wilh  great  energy,  the  confe- 
quences  to  be  apprehended  from  the  Court  of  Proprietors 
defending  a  man,  whoor  that  Houfe  had  confidcred  as  unfit 
for  his  high  rruft. 
John-  Governor  Jobnfiom  blamed  Government  for  havtng  inter- 
fered in  ihc  bufinefs,  by  writing  a  kttcr  to  the  Court,,  pray- 
■  iftg  tlicm  to  furj>end  their  mcafure. 

Mr.  Secretary  Townfhcncl,  General  Smith,  Mr.  Fox,  tj?e 
Lord  Advocate  and  others,  defended  government  agarnft  the 
charge,  and  after  fome  farther  converfationy  it  was  declared 
tiiat  the  matoer  would  be  thoroughly  enquired  into  after  the 
fecefs, 

Hu  Foau  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  wifhed  to  make  a  motion  oft  Wedndfday^ 
for  the  ppoduAion  of  the  povrfional  articlesy  but  he  would 
not  do  it,  if  any  of  his.  Majefty's  Minifters  would  fsty  there 
was  danger  in  in  their  exhibition. 

■  The  "Houfe  went  into  a  Committee,  to  confider  of  the 
imporracion"  of  corn  ;  when  on  the  motion  of  the  Lord 
Maybr,  Mr.  Ncwnham,  it  wa^  refolved  :  •*  That  wheat, 
wheat  flour,  rye,  rye  flour,  barley,  and  all  forts  of  corn,  grain, 
and  meal,  be  permitted  to  be  imported  on  the  low  duties,  for 
a  time  to  be  limited."  Various  fuggeftions  were  made  for  thd 
relief  of  the  peop'e  in  the  prefenc  fcarcity  and  high  price  of 
provifions  ;  the  Lord  Advocate,  Sir  Herbert  Mackworth, 
Mr.  Sibthorpe,  Sir  Edward  Aftley,  Mr,  Rofewarne,  Sir 
Jolm  Wrotteily,  Mr.  Dempfter,  and  Mr,  Whitbread  fpokc 
on  the  occalion. 


/.I782.  D    E^   B    A    T   E    S.  itt 

Dtftmkr  17. 

Lord  Afulgrave  roCc  to  move  for  the  thanks  of  the  HouA  ^-^^  **"^ 
to  Sir  Edward  Hughes  ;  in  doing  this,  he  faid,    it  would  not  *"**' 
be  Dccefiary   to  go  into  the  particulars  of  the  two  actions, 
whxcli  liad  been  at  once  fo  brilliant  to  oar  flag,*  and  fo  advan- 
tageous to  the  country.     He  would  content  himielf,  there- 
fore, with  reading  two  pafliages  from  the  letters  of  the  Coun« 
cil  of  Bengal  and  Council  of  Madras,  which  in  a  very  parti- 
cular manner  pointed   out  the  advantages  of  our  fuccefs« 
Having  done  this,  he  faid,  that  he  wimedjuft  to  ftate  his 
opinion  in  a  few  words  on  the  cpnduft  of  the  Houfe  with  re^ 
fpeft  to  their  thaoks.     He  thought  that  their  thanks  Ihould 
only  be  given  on  ereat  and  iignal  occafions,   and  that  they 
ihonld  be  given  to  the  aufpices  only  ;  for  it  ihould  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  Commander  in  Chief  ftood  as  the  reprefeota- 
tive  of  the  force ;  and  it  ought  to  be  the  bufinefs  of  that 
Honfe  to  infpire   the  idea,  that  fleets  and  armies  fliould  al- 
ways coniider  the  fame  of  their  Commander  as  their  own 
fame  ;  and  that  whatever  approbation  they  fliould  receive  for 
their  gallantry  and  fervices,  fliould  come  through  him.     In 
wofdiog  Vu  motion,  therefore,  the  Iioufe  would  fee  he  had 
nfed  the  words  *^  for  fervices  performed  by  the  l^uadroo/' 
This  codtaiaed  an  approbation  of  the  fleet  in  generaU     At 
the  iaroe  rime  he  begged  leave  to  fay,  that  no  man  deferved 
more  truly  the  thanks  of  his  country  than  Commodore  King^ 
for  the  diftinguiihcd  (hare  he  h^d  had  in  thefe  engagements* 
As  he  had  thrown  out  bis  opinion,  he  would  not  himfelf  move 
for  thanks  to  that  gallant  officer  ;  but,  if  any  fuch  motion 
was  made^  it  fliould  have  lus  warm  fupport.     The  noble 
Lord  concluded  with  moving. 

That  xkfi  thinks  of  tbis  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice  Admiral 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Knight  of  the  moft  Honourable  Order 
of  the  Bath,  for  thQ  v»portaot  fervices  performed  by  the 
iqoadron  under  his  command  in  the  Eaft  Indies^  on  the  I7tb 
of  FeJbrwry,  and  the  i:ith  pf  April,  1782, 

The  Marquis  of  Grtd^am  feconded  the  motion,  and  it  was 
highW  commended  by  Governor  Johnflone^  Mr.  Wraxall, 
and  General  Smith. 
h  was  agreed  tp,  9t<mini  conlradlcentt. 

Lord  JV<fa&0f//irinoved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Ho^fe  be  Lord  Kew« 
given  to  Commodore  Richard  King,  the  captainis,  oiEcers,  ***""• 
ftnd  feamen^ipf  the  important  fo.  vices  performed  by  the  fqua- 
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ciron  under  the  command  of  Vice  Admiral   Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  in  the  Eaft  Indiei,  00  the  17th  of  February,  and 
the  1 2th  of  April,   ijSz. 
It  pafTed  nem*  con.  . 
Mr.  Peo-         Mr.  Pennington  then  moved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Hou(e 
•i^s*^**      be  given  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  Knight  of  the  mod  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  for  the  great  perfeverancc  he  has  fliewn^ 
and  the  indefatigable  pains   he  has  taken,  to  furmount  the 
difficulties  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic  were  involved, 
and  for  the  gallant  and  fpirited  exertions  he  has  made  flnce 
he  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  that  quarter  of 
India« 

Mr.  Secretary  Townfiicnd,  Governor  Johnftone^  General 
Conway  and  others  very  much  approved  of  what  Lord  Mul- 

frave  had  thrown  out,  and  it  was  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
loufc  that  in  future  their  thanks  ihould  be  given  only  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief. 

Deamier  i8« 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  Corn  Bill,  and 
filled  up  the  blank  of  the  time  allowed  for  the  importation  to 
the  25tb  of  Auguft  for  England,  and  to  the  25th  of  Septem- 
bcr  for  Scotland. 

In  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Sir  George  Yonge,  as  Secre- 
tary at  War,  moved,  that  a  fum,  not  exceeding  62302 it. 
13s.  6|d.  be  granted  to  his  Majefly,  upon  account,  towards 
defraying  the  extraordinary  ei(pence$  of  his  Majefty^s  land 
forces  and  otlier  fer vices  incurred,  fin<!fe  the  31ft  of  Janaary, 
1782,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

The  refolution  paiTed  without  debate. 

After  fome  converfation  on  the  cafe  of  Sir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold,  the  attention  of  the  Honfe  was  called  to  the  motion 
intimated  by  Mr.  Fox. 

Mr.P^x.  ^^*  ^^^  ^^^^i  ^^^^  notwothingv  upon  earth  coutd  be 
more  oppofite  to  each  other,  or  differ  more,  than  the  explana- 
tion given  to  the  fame  treaty  by  bis  Maiefty*s  mintfters  in 
one  place ;  and  a  Minifter  of  his  Majefty  in  another  ;  for 
while  the  former  had  fairly  and  roundly  declared  the  treaty 
with  America  to  be  final,  conclufive,  aiKl  irrevocable  ;  the 
latter  as  roundly  aflcrted  the  very  contrary.  He  adverted 
particularly  to  what  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  had  fatd  on  the  fa- 
crednifs  of  fecrefy  in  this  cafe.  With  what  little  deferenct^ 
did  that'  Qobie  pcrloH  treat  Iiis  colleagues  !  They  had  fairly 

anfwered 
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anf«rerecl  all  thefe  qaeftions ;  and  if  to  anfwer  tlitm  fairly 
was  to  betray  his  Majcfty's  fecrcts,  and  to  violate  the  Privy 
Counfellor's  oath,  the  noble  Lord  niuft  of  courfe  look  upon 
his  colleagues  as  peijured  men,  and  betrayers  of  ihcir  truft  ? 
It  was  amoft  convenient  thing  indeed  fOr  a  man  to  have  a 
conicieoce,  behind  which  he  could  fbeltcr  himfelf  from  what* 
ever  he  did  not  like  to  face:  the  noble  Lord   could  not 
hiYc  aded   more  wifely  than  when  he  had  recourfe  to  hii 
oath  ;  and  a  confefTor  could  not  have  ^iven  a  better  advice  i 
one  might  have  imagined  indeed  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
drawn  up  a  cafe  of  confcience,  and  fubmitted  it  to  a  cafuift  $ 
there  was  an  afFeftatton  indeed  in  Minifters,  notwithftanding 
the  divcrfity  of  opinion  that  vifibly  prevailed  among  them^ 
to  have  it  thought  that  thev  were  all  perfeAly  unanimous  3 
but  how  ftood  that  unanimity  ?  They  might  indeed  have  aR 
concurred  in  making  a  particular  treaty  ;  but  did  they  all 
agree  in  the  interpretation  of  it  ?  Not  at  all :  the  noble  iLorA 
who  was  foppofed  to  have  the  greateft  influence  in  his  Ma* 
jefty't  councils  fuiFered  his  colleagues  to  explain  as  they  un* 
derftood  ;  but  he  thought  it  proper  to  alTume  to  himfelf  the 
fame  liberty  ;  as  he  underftood  it- differently,  fofae  explained 
it  differently  :  all  reafoningmen  mufl  allow,  that  unanimity 
in  agreeing  to  a  treaty  was  of  little  confequence,  wh^n  com- 
pared to  unanimity  on  the  interpretation  of  it :  the  words 
of  the  treaty  were  of  themfelves  of  little  coofequence  ;  that 
which  was  truly  confequential^  was  the  interpretation  or  con- 
ftnidioft  pot  upon  thofe  words  by  thofe  who  were  to  execute 
the  treaty,  and  aft  upon  them:  a  man  might  differ  in  opinion 
from  another,  and  yet  might  facrifice  his  opinion  for  the  fake 
of  unanimity,  when  there  was  a  queflion  of  adopting  fome 
particular  meafure  ;  but  when  a  n^eafure  ws^  adopted,  to  dif-* 
fcr  about  the  meaning  of  that  meafure,  this  was  the  divifion^ 
this  was  the  difference  that  he  thought  of  the  mofl  dangerous 
nature  to  the  public.    To  exemplify  this,  in  a  cafe  in  which 
he  was  concerned  ;  he  flated  the  Earl  of  Shelburne^s  letter  to 
Sir  Guy  Carleton,  in  which  the  independence  of  America 
was  declared  to  be  a  meafure,  to  which  his  Majcfty's  Con*- 
i^iffioners  were  inflrufted  to  fubfcribe   unconditionally  ;-i- 
from  that  moment  he  rejoiced  bfcyond  exprciEon,  and  would 
have  been  happy,*  if  he  had  been  at  liberty  to  fliew  this  let- 
ter to  thoft  who  ufed  frequently  to  intimate  their  fufpicions 
to  him,  that  the  noble  Lord  would  never  confcnt  to  recog- 
nize the  independence  of  America;  how  could  he,  if  he  had 
been  at  liberty,  have  filcnced  their  complaints,  and  difpclled 
Vol.  IX.  Q.  a« 
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all  their  doubts? — Butwhattmulbhave  been  his  furprifc,  i£af- 
ter  fo  full  aDd  ample  a  declaration  made  by  the  noble  Lord  in  bis 
letter,  he  (hould  afterwards  find  him  endeavouring  to  explain 
it  away  ?  What  confidence  could  the  other  powers  of  Europe 
place  in  theMiniflers  of  this  country,  when  they  found  that 
how  unanimous  foever  they  might  be  in  agreeing  to  a  inea- 
furc,  they  never  could  be  brought  to  hold  the  fame  opinion 
when  the  purport  of  that  meafure  was  to  be  explained  ? 
What  muft  Europe  think  of  us,  if  after  he  bad  informed  all 
the  foreign  courts,  that  we  were  about  to  recognize  uncondi- 
tionally the  independence  of  America,  they  fliould  find  that 
his  colleague  in  office,  who  had  concurred  in  the  meafure, 
explained  it  in  the  mofl  different  manner  ?  In  Mr.  Secretary 
Hamilton's  letter,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  and  through 
him  the  people  of  Ireland,  were  informed  that  the  indepen- 
dence of  America  was  finally  recognized  by  England,  in  a 
treaty  which  was  to  take  effefi  between  the  two  powers, 
whenever  we  fhould  make  peace  with  France,  Could  any 
terms  be  ippre  ilrong  ?  The  independence  being  finally  re* 
cognifed,  it  was  with  propriety  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
fpeaking  of  England  and  America,  fhould  call  them  thele 
two  powers;  but  bpw  mufl  his  Excellency  feel,  hpw  muil 
the  people  of  Ireland  feel,  when  they  hear,  in  contradi£lioci 
to  his  Excellency's  letter,  that  the  firfl  Minifler  of  this  coun- 
try has  declared,  that  the  independence  is  not  finally  recog* 
nifed  ;  for  that  as  the  treaty  in  which  it  is  recOgnifed  is  revo- 
cable, the  independence  is  only  conditional,  and  of  courfc 
not  finally  recognifed  ?  To  come  to  a  full  eclairciflement 
on  this  fubjeft,  it  was  his  wifli  to  fee  the  treaty  itfelf  ;  and 
as  the  Houfe  would  barely  defire  to  have  the  treaty,  the  noble 
Lord  need  not  be  alarmed  for  his  confcience ;  he  might  pro* 
duce  the  articles,  and  keep  his  meanmg  to  himfelf;  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  would  put  a  conAru£tion  upon  them 
themfelves,  which  could  not  in  future  be  explained  away  by 
any  Minifler.  If  there  were  any  part  of  the  treaty  which 
Miniflers  would  undertake  to  fay,  could  not,  in  their  opinion, 
be  difclofed  without  danger  in  the  prefent  flate  of  the  nego-r 
ciation, — he  would  not  prefs  the  motion  he  intended  to  make  : 
there  always  was  a  willingnefs  or  bias  in  the  Houfe  to  fupport 
Government,  and  he  would  call  this  bias  laudable  ;  and  mew 
he  felt  It  in  himfelf,  by  withdrawing  his  motion,  if  minif- 
tors  would  alTure  him  that  there  were  parts  of  the  treaty  that 
were  not  yet  ripe  for  difclofure  :  he  had  heard  it  reported, 
that  there  were  in  the  treaty  with  America^  fccret   articles 

unknown 
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voknown  to  France,  and  known  only  to  Epgland  and  Ame- 
rica ;  he  did  not  deiire  to  fee  thcfe  articles  ;  nay,  to  be  can- 
did, he  would  not  even  deiire  that  Minifters  fhould  fay  there 
vere  any  fuch  :  In  a  word,  all  he  wifhed  to  learn  was,  whe- 
ther there  was  really  a  fubfifting  treaty  with  America,  which 
flioQld  furvive  the  prefent  negotiations  with  France,  though 
tliey  fliould  not  end  in  a  peace  }  This  being  a  reafonable  cu« 
riofity,  he.expeAed  fupport  in  his  motion,  though  he  court- 
ed Done :  he  did  not  know  whether  he  might  expe£l  the  fup- 
port of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who,  in  a  ftrange 
mode  of  reafoning,  brought  himfelf  to  vote  with  Minifters, 
hecaofe  they  did  not  agree  with  one  another.  If  his  motion 
ihould  be  adopted,  the  Houfe  would  then  be  able  to  judge  for 
thcmfelvcs,  whether  the  independence  was,  as  he'hoped  it  was, 
unconditional  and  irrevocable, — He  then  moved,  "  That  an 
humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be 
gracioufly  plcafed  to  order  that  there  be  laid  before  this 
Hoafc,  copies  of  fuch  parts  of  the  Provifional  Treaty  with 
America,  as  relate  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of 
that  country." 

Lord  JoJbn  Cavendifb  fcconded  the  motion,  but  without  ^^^  }^^^ 
«2kmg  any  fpeech.  ^•'"'^^• 

Mr.  r.  Pitt  rofe  to  move  the  order  of  the  day.  He  neither  Mr,T.Pitt. 
meant  to  deny  the  different  opinions  of  Minifters,  or  to  fay 
tbat  foch  difference  was  of  no  confequcnce  ;  that  he  agreed 
in  many  of  the  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman  which 
Went  to  the  propriety  of  .producing  the  paper  in  proper  time ; 
hot  that  he  had  not  heard  one  argument  to  Ihew  the  utility  of 
prodacing  it  now,  before  peace  or  war  was  decided  :  that  if 
we  fhoold  have  peace,  the  having  fcen  the  paper  would  anfwer 
nooeof  his  purpofes,  iin^c  America  was  fatisfied  with  it,  and 
ve  need  not  certainly  be  more  American  than  the  Americans 
thcrafelvcs.  If  the  peace  were  rejefled,  it  would  then  be 
time  enough  to  examine  the  treaty,  and  put  what  fenfe  we 
pleafcd  upon  it ;  that  the  interfering  in  the  excrcife  of  the 
executive  power,  whilft  treaties  were  depending,  was  of  all 
others  a  right  the  Houfe  fkould  be  the  moft  cautious  of  exert- 
i^;  that  we  knew  already  all  that  imported  us  to  know  in 
the  prefent  moment;  that  independency  was  giv.en  as  the 
price  of  peace,  and  as  fuch  accepted  by  America ;  that  fo  far 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion;  that  the  union  he  required 
in  his  Majefty's  councils  was  an  union  in  the  fame  objefty 
^od  that  he  was  happy  to  find,  that  after  all  the  jealoufies  of 
i^  fuoimer,  evep  after  the  pledges  of  the  refblutions  of  the 

0^2  Houfe^ 
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Houfe^  and  Sir  G.  Carleton7s  letter  to  perfaade  ub  ftill  that 
there  was  no  fincerity  of  an  intention  to  procure  peace  by  the 
facrifice  of  American  independence,  the  notification  of  a 
treaty  aftually  figned  had  now  put  that  (incerity  out  of  doubt; 
that  he  knew  little  of  the  oath  of  a  Privy  Counfellor,  which 
he  bad  never  taken  ;  but  that  if  the  loofe  converfations  upon 
/  thefe  topics  were  not  a  breach  of  oath  from  Minifters,  it  was 
at  lead  a  Very  great  breacii  of  difcretion  ;  and  that  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  catch  the  eye  of  the  Speaker  thus  early,  merely 
chat  he  might  exhort  or  abjure  the  Minifters  not.to  repeat  that 
ipdifcretion,  by  fuffering  one  word  more  of  explanation  upon 
thofe  fubjeds  to  pafs  their  lips,  which  could  prcxiuce  nothing 
but  mifcon{lru£tion  and  perverfc  mifreprefentations,  pernici- 
ous at  home,  but  much  more  (o  in  the  courts  of  foreign  na- 
tions. That  when  the  work  was  compleated,  they  could  not 
then  refufe  the  papers  that  might  be  demanded,  and  to  ftand 
out  in  their  juftiiication.  That  he  felt  a  bias  at  this  time,  an 
hooeft  bias  towards  Government,  and  was  furc  fome  of  thofe 
On  the  oppolite  fide  pf  the  Houfe,  whofe  purity  and  integrity 
he  well  knew,  muft  have  been  aAuated  by  motives  they  felt 
powerfully  to  get  the  better  of  the  regret  and  pain  they  muft 
have  felt  in  making  a  fchifm  in  that  union,  upon  which  the 
nation  had  founded  all  their  hopes  of  profperity,  at  fo  impor- 
tant and  critical  a  conjuncture  to  their  country, 
l-ord  Mt-  Lord  Mahon  rofe  to  fccond  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  :  He  faid  he 
^''  had  liftened  with  aftonifhment  to  the  honourable  Member  who 

had  made  the  motion  for  papers;  for  be  had  heard  him  mil- 
quote  and  miftake  what  had.  fallen  from  a  noble  Lord  in  ano- 
ther place ;  when  that  noble  Lord  io6)k  ihelter  behind  his 
oath,  the  queftion  put  to  htm  was  not  relative  to  the  nature 
of  the  recognition  of  the  independence,  but  to  the  contents 
of  the  treaty,  Mr.  Fox  had  moved  for  that  part  only  of  the 
treaty  which  might  fix  an  odium  upon  Minifters  for  furren- 
dering  the  dominion  of  this  country  over  America  without 
any  condition  ;  becaufe  whatever  fiipplations  there  might  be 
in  the  treaty  in  favour  of  England,  they  could  not  be  pro- 
duced, un'ter  the  terms  of  his  motion. 
J>r<l  Maitr  Lord  Maitland  fpoke  in  favour  of  Mr,  Fox's  motion  :  He 
)¥^*  ftated  the  good  ciFcfts  that  would  follow  the  production  of 

the  papers  moved  for;  the  true  meaning  of  the  Provifional 
Treaty  would  be  afcertaincd;  and  Parliament  having  once 
agreed  to  put  a  conftruftion  upon  it,  from  which  Minifters 

could  never  recede^  the  Minifters  of  foreign  powers  migh^ 

ijicn 


A 1782.  DEBATES.      ,  117 

then  treat  with  us  with  a  confidence  which  they  do  not  at 
piefent  repofe  ifi  the  perfons  who  have  the  management  of 
QUf  affairs.  A  Secretary  of  State,  in  his  eye,  had  faid,  that 
if  any  one  thing  had  retarded  the  peace  more  than  aaother,  it 
was  a  report  induftrioufly  propogatcd  by  fome  perfons,  of  the 
daplicity  of  the  .noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Trcafury  ; 
now  the  nnoft  effectual  way  to  counteract  that  report,  would 
be  to  produce  the  treaty ;  and  ihew  to  ail  the  world,  if  the 
treaty  could  fhew  it,  that  the  noble  Lord  was  finccre  and 
well-meaning. 

Mr.  Secretary  Towtt/henJ ju^  rofe  to  deny  that  he  had  ever  Mr.Secw- 
mentioned  a  report  of  the  duplicity  of  the  noble  Lord  ;  he  l**^^?"""** 
had,  indeed,  mentioned  a  report  which  he  had  heard,  that 
the  noble  Lord  was  not  fincere,  and  that  by  fuch  a  report, 
the  peace  had,  perhaps,  been  retarded. 

Lord  Afaiikfuiii^ill  adhered  to  the  expreffion  **  Duplicity,'*  ^'^  **»*^ 
which,  as  far  as  his  memory  could  inform  him,  the  Right 
Honourable  Member  had  ufed. 

Earl  Nugent  fpoke  againft  the  motion  for  producing  the  £arl  N«* 
treaty  ;  his  Lordlhip  flated«  that  for  fome  years  back,  he  had  «*"^ 
feen  the  neccflity  of  recognizing  the  Independence  of  Ame- 
rica ;  but  thofc  who  were  now  fo  forward  to  move  for,,  or  at 
Icaft  recommend  it,  were  formerly  very  backward  on  that 
head.— He  oppofed  the  motion,  he  faid,  becaufe  it  was  un- 
precedented to  call  for  articles  of  a  treaty,  pending  a  nego- 
tiation. 

Mr.  y.  S.  Cocks  faid,  that  in  fuch  a  moment  as  the  prefent  Mr.  j.  s. 
we  fhould  have  confidence  in  Miniflers,  and  not  call  upon  Cock». 
them  to  report  progrefs,  fince  it  might  materially  afFe£l  the 
Qegotiations  about  which  they  were  employed. 

Lord  North  adverted  with  great  humour  to  the  advice  which  LordNorth.. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  given  to  his  Majefty's  Miniflers,  and  faid  it  was 

greatly  to  be  lamented  that  his  advice  had  come  too  late.   To 

advife  them  to  be  filent,  to  be  difcreet,  to  be  more  guarded, 

and  not  to  tell  their  fecrets,  was  certainly  good  advice ;  and 

it  was  great  pity  that  that  advice  fhould  come  after  they  had 

been  guilty  of  all  thefe  things.     The  noble  Lord  indulged 

himfelf  in  a  very  free  comment  on  the  condu£l  of  his  Maje-> 

ft/s  Miniflers  in  that  Houfe,  and  the  other.     It  was  very 

true,  as  had  been  dated  by  Mr.  Fox,  that  he  was  determined 

fo  vote  to-night  with  Miniflers,  not  becaufe  he  agreed,  but 

becaufe  he  differed  with  them. — He  diiFered  wiih  one  part  of 

them,  and  agreed  with  the  other ;  he  owned  he  fhould  be 

better  pieced  to  bp  able  to  agree  with  them  colledively,  than 

to 
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to  agree  with  them  partially  ;  but  as  he  could  not  do  this,  he 
xnuit  take  it  as  it  really  was,  and  give  his  confent  to  the  mo- 
tion which  had  been  made  for  the  order  of  the  day,  in  the 
confidence  that  he  ihould,  at  any  rate,  agree  in  this  vote  with 
the  Minifters  who  fat  on  the  Trcafury  Bench.     His  declara- 
tion, on  a  former  day,  that  he  difagreed  with  the  explanation 
which  had  been  given  of  the  Provifional  Articles,  he  ftill 
maintained.     He  did  not  think  that  that  explanation  was 
founded  on  the  probable  nature,  of  the  Treaty,  and  arguing, 
as  he  did,  in  the  dark,  he  had  examined  the  various  and  op- 
pofite  explanations,  and  had  adopted  that  which  agreed  in  his 
n)ind  the  moft  with  the  official  papers  which  were  publifhed 
on  the  point.     The  contradiftions  were,  indeed,  palpable, 
and  fhewed  that  there  were  difit^rences,  of  a  very  eflcntial  na- 
ture, in  the  Cabinet,  which  certainly  mud  have  their  efFeft 
on  the  Continent ;  but,  ftill,  though  he  agreed  perfectly  with 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  in  the 
ftatement  which  he  had  given  of  the  different  opinions  ex- 
prcHed  by  the  King*s  Miniflers,  yet  he  could  not  agree  with 
him,  that  the  prcfent  was  the  feafonable  moment  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Provifional  Articles,  or  that  his  queftions  could 
he  anfwered  with  perfe£t  fafety.     The  noble  Lord  entered 
minutely  into  the  examination  of  the  different  paifages  in  the 
King's  Speech,  in  the  lettrr  of  Mr.  Secretary  Townihend, 
and  \n  the  various  explanations,  which  had  been  made,  draw- 
ing from  all  thefe  his  concluiion,  that  though  there  were  evi- 
dent and  mofl  palpable  contradidions,  ftill  if  the  meaning 
could  be  at  all  drawn  from  the  words,  it  was  that  the  Provi- 
fional Articles  were  revocable,  and  by  no  means  extended  to 
the  unconditional  recognition  of  the  Independence  of  Ame- 
rica.    In  this  difcufiion  he  was  exceedingly  facetious,  and 
made  many  ludicrous  and  fevere  cotnments  on  the  conftruc- 
tion  and  conduft  of  the  Miniftry.     He  faid,  he  would  rather 
fake  the  edition  of  this  matter,   as  they  had  it  from  the 
Ihrone,  on  royal  paper,  than  all  the  fubiequent  editions  cum 
nods  variorum  which  had  been  publifhed  fince.     By  the  very 
term  Proviiional,  it  was  apparent  that  the  Agreement  was  not 
abfolute  and  irrevocable.     It  could  not  be  imagined  that  even 
the  prefent  contradiftory    Cabinet  could  have  given   to  a 
Treaty,  the  appellation  of  Provifional,  if  it  depended  on  no 
condition,  if  it  was  conne£Ved  with  no  other  circumftance 
which  fcrvcd   to  make  it  uncertain.     If  it  depended  on  no 
contingency  whatever,  it  would  refembic  an  oath,  not  that 
oath  Qi  w)ijch  they  bad  heard  fb  much,  the  oath  of  a  Privy 

Couorcllof, 
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Conofellor,  bat  a  lefs  fcrioas  oath,  of  which  they  muft  hare 
all  heard,  and  fome  of  them  might  have  taken,  the  oath  at 
Highgate,  by  which  a  man  fwore,  that  he  never  would  drink 
finall  beer  when  he  could  get  drong,  provided  he  did  not  like 
fmali  beer  beil ;  nor  klfs  the  maid  when  he  might  kifs  the  mil* 
trt(s,  provided  always  that  he  did  not  chofe  the  maid  in  prefe- 
rence. If  it  was  a  provifional  treaty,  that  refembled  this  provi- 
fional  oath,  which  carried  its  own  abfolution  with  itfelf,  then 
indeed  it  might  be  what  fome  of  his  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  ftated 
it  to  be,  a  full  and  ahfolute  recognition  of  American  Inde- 
pendence ;  but  if  it  was  a  provifional  treaty,  in  the  plain, 
unequivocal,  and  direct  meaning  and  intent  of  the  term  pro- 
vifional, then  it  was  a  Treaty ,  fuch  as  others  of  the  King*s 
Minifters  had  defcribed  it  to  be,  conditional,  revocable,  (lill 
pending,  and  by  no  means  giving  full  and  abfolutc  Indepen- 
dence to  America.     He  faid,  that  it  was  a  maxim  among 
cafuifts,  that  the  opinion  and  aiTertipn  of  one  grave  and  well- 
informed  Dodor,  made  a  thing  probable.     Here  then  he  had 
not  only  the  opinion  of  one  grave  and  well-informed  DoAor, 
but  of  two ;  and  therefore  he  was  juftified,  even  on  that 
ground,  of  entertaining  it  as  a  probable  fa£t,  that  this  Treaty 
was  not  ahfolute  and  unconditk>nal. 

In  more  than  one  Conftitutional  Society,  explanations  had 
beengivendifferentffon^thofeof  the  Miniftcrs  in  that  Houfe  ; 
and  even  in  that  night's  debate,  Gentlemen,  who  if  not  Mi- 
niftcrs themfelves,  were  nearly  connected  with  them,  and 
were  at  leaft  within  the  wind  of  Miniftry. — Perfonswho  rofc 
to  give  fober  and  ferious  advice  to  Minifters,  had  told  the 
Honie  that  this, Treaty  was  crrtainly  to  be  confidered  as  the 
price  of  peace.  If  then  it  was  the  price,  and  the  price  ihould 
be  rejcAed,  the  Agreement  muft  in  its  evident  nature,  be  at 
an  end.  In  Ihort,  he  was  ftill  of  the  mind  which  he  declared 
himfelf  to  be  fome  time  ago,  that  this  Treaty  was  what  it 
ought  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  and  in  that  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  that  Houfe,  a  Treaty  conditional  and  revocable. 

Having  faid  this,  he  would  give  his  reafon  for  voting  againft 
its  produaion.  It  muft  do  harm  by  being  laid  on  the  table, 
and  coming  into  difcvrifionk  It  had  been  laid,  that  the  con- 
tradidory  opinions  of  the  King's  Minifters  might  be  reduced 
to  a  clear  and  precifc  doArine  of  the  treaty,  by  being  fub- 
mitted  to  the  wifdom  of  that  Houfe.  He  did  not  think  this. 
Sorely  the  Cabinet  was  the  place  where  fixed  and  unanimous 
opinions  were  to  be  expeAed.  It  was  compofed  of  eleven  men 
01  great  genius,  irotuenfe  wiGJom,  long  experience,  and  de- 
termined 
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termlned  conftancy,  and  a  Cabinet  who  had  as  nnany  com- 
miflioners  engaged  at  Paris  in  this  important  work;  and  if  all 
thefe  men  had  not  been  able  to  fix  a  determinate  and  precife 
meaning  to  this  trcatyi  which  was  declared  to  be  adopted  with 
their  unanimous  confcnt,  could  it  be  expeQed  that  an  unani- 
mous explanation  fhould  be  given  by  that  Houfe  i     He  had 
often  heard  that  Houfe  called  the  Temple  of  Eloquence,  the 
Temple  of  Debate,  the  Temple  of  Conftitution,  the  Tem- 
ple of  Liberty,  the  Temple  of  Fame ;   but  he  had  never 
heard  it  called  the  Temple  of  Concord.     This  then  was  not  ai 
good  argument  for  the  produftion  of  this  Treaty,  as  it  was 
not  to  be  e.xpcfled  that  they  would  be  more  unanimous  in  their 
opinion  of  it  than  the  eleven  men  who  were  the  fathers  of  it. 
It  would  be  injurious,  both  if  they  liked  it,  and  if  thcydif- 
liked  it :  If  they  difliked  this  Treaty,  the  confequences  would 
be  palpable  ;  and  if  they  declared  their  full  approbation  of  it, 
he  forefaw  ihis  confcquence,  that  the  Court  of  Verfailles 
would  immediately  fay  to  our  Minifters,  This  thing  which 
you  have  fo  long  tendered  to  us  as  the  price  of  Peace,  which 
you  have  rated  lb  high,  which  you  have  declared  the  Britifh 
nation  would  be  fo  averfe  to  grant :  this  thing,  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Independence  of  America,  goes  down  cafily  and 
glibly  ;  the  Houfe  of  Commons  like  it ;  they  think  it  no  fa- 
crlfice,  and  therefore  we  infill  upon  better  terms.     This  he 
confidered  as  a  very  probable  confequence  of  their  approba- 
tion ;  and  this  would  materially  affeft  the  negotiation  now 
on  foot.     He  did  not  believe  that  the  agrccpent  contained 
Articles  unknown  to  the  French ;  but  fuch  ai  perhaps  might 
be  afFefted  by  being  e^pofed.     He  adverted  to  the  argument 
of  Lord  Mahon,  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  produce  one  part 
of  the  agreement,  that  is,  the  part  which  refpefled  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Independence  of  America,  without  alfo  produ- 
cing thofc  conccfGciiS  which  America  might  perhaps  have 
made  in  return  to  this  country.     He  owned  this  to  be  a  pro- 
bable fafl,  and  for  this  reafon,  that  furely  his  Majcfty's  Mini- 
fters would  not  have  delivered  up  the  Independence  of  Ame- 
rica, without  a  Ycry  confiderable  price.     This  he  averred 
was  the  expeAation  of  the  people.     He  was  averfe  to  the  pro- 
poled  interference  with  Minifters   in  their  negotiation  for 
Peace.     They   were  refponlible  for  the  terms  they  (hould 
make ;  and  if  the  Houfe  interfered  with  them,  they  might 
plead  that  as  an  excufe  for  a  bad  peace. 
Mr. T.Pitt.      Mr-  T.  Pitt,  in  reply  to  Lord  North,  declared,  that  when 
he  mentioned  peace  as  the  price  of  American  independence. 
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if  was  bccanfc  the  independence  was  not  to  take  place  but  in 

confcquencc  of  peace.     That  fo  far  from  being  an  advifer  of 

Minifters,  he  had  no  connexion  with  them  but  from  private 

friendfliip  and  perfonal  refpeft  to  fome  of  the  individuals ; 

and  that  not   one  of  them,  or  any  man   in  ihc  kingdom,  i 

kac«r  he  intended  to  make  his  motion  till  he  made  it.     That, 

however,   he  would  allow  the   noble  Lord   to  fuppofe  him 

the  advifer  of  what  Minifters  he  pleafed,  provided  he  would 

do  him  the  juftice  to  teftify,  at  all  times,  that  he  had  never 

been  the  advifer  of  a  iingle  me'afure  of  a  late  Adminiftra« 

tioD. 

Mr-  Hammet  faid,  he  was  forry  to  fee  the  diviiions  which  M.  Haai. 
cxiflcd  in  his  Majefty*s  Cabinet;  and  above  all  earthly  »«• 
things,  he  deiired  to  promote  unanimity  among  the  great 
men  who  had  it  in  their  power,  if  they  would  heartily  join, 
yet  to  deliver  this  country  from  all  her  difficulties.  He 
difapproved  of  the  motion,  and  wifhed  moft  ardently  to 
fee  Minifters,  left  to  purfue  the  negociations  uninter- 
rupted. 

Mr.  David  Hartley  warmly  approved  of  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Davi4 
anfwercd  the  objcftions  that  had  been  advanced  againft  it.  Haitley, 
He  laid,  it  had  been  fiid,  that  no  pofitive  advantages  could 
he  dcmcd  from  its  produftion.     He  anfwered  there  were. 
It  would  be  a  pofitive  advantage  to  have  a  pr^ifc  meaning 
fixed  on  roe  treaty  by  that   Houfe.     He  knew  that  the  fuf. 
picions  entertained  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  materially  afFeft . 
c]  this  country.     He  believed  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  to  be  a 
man  of  honour,  and  if  a  man  of  honour,  he  muft  be  againft: 
the  independence  of  America.     His  ftrong  doctrines  on  that 
poiot  were  in  the  rccolleftion  <ff  the.Congrcfs  ;  and  hr  could 
prove  from  their  public  proceedings  that  they  had  no  con- 
fidence in   his  offers  of  independence.      He    faid,    that  ia 
confequencc  of  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Earl  of  i>hclburnc'9 
life,  he,  and  many  others,  ftlll  entertained  their  doubts  that 
the  American  war  was  not  finally  put  an  end  to  ;  and,  there- 
*  fore,  it  was  his   moft  ardent  defire,  that  that  Houfe  fhould 
come  to  fome  explicit  declaration  to  bind  Minifters  to  their 
^Qty.    He  had  a  motion  in  his  mind  to  make,  which  he 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  agree  to  ;   it  was  taken,   verbatim, 
from  the  refolution  propofed   lift  leffion  by  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  and  which  he  (hould  make  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Byn^  fpoke  with  great  feeling  of  the  divifion  whicli  MnByflg, 
had  taken  place  between  old  Jlnd  dear  friends.     The  candid 
and  fair  manner  in  which  Mr.  Fox  had  called  on  Minifters 
to  fay,   if  they  entertained  doubts  that  the  expofurc  of  this 
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treaty  would  be   attended  with  danger    or   inconvenience 
called  for  open  and   manty  returns.     But   it   appears,  fays 
Mr.  Bvng,  that  the  King's  Mihiftcrs  in  this  Houfe  have  de- 
livered thcmlelves  over  to  valTalage  and  tuition,  and  fubniit« 
.  ted  to  (ilcnce  in  the  moil  unreaibnable  conjunAure  for  their 
own  credit  that  could  poffibly  be. 
Mr.  Chan-      Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  expreffed  very  ardent  wiflies,    that  the 
lit.  jj^q^JqI^  which  Mr.  Fox  had  made  had  been  wrtfadrawn,  or 
that  it  fliould   ^ix.  be  fo  without  any  dirtft   anfwer  being 
given  by  his  Majcfty's  minifters. 

He  very  much  approved  .of  the  advice  which  his  ho- 
Dourcible  friend  and  relation  had  given  him,  and  he  (hould 
,  moft  ftri£lly  purfue  it,  in  not  entering  into  the  diicuHion 
at  an,  and  an  not  giving  any  hint,  idea,  or  furmifc  as  a 
Minifter,  what  might  be  the  confequencet  of  the  produc- 
tion of  that  treaty.  As  a  Minifter,  he  would  not  give  any 
anfwer  to  what  had  been  afked.  fie  would,  as  a  member 
of  That  Houfe,  fuppofing  himfelf  to  be  pcrfcaiy  and  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  provifional  treaty,  altert^  that  it 
Was  his  opinion  that  the  expofare  of  it  muftbe  unfeafon- 
Sible,  and  inconvenient. 

On  the  firft  day  of  the  felfion  he  had  undoubtedly  faid, 
that  the  provifional  treaty  might  be  laid  on  the  table  in  a 
few  days,  meaning  thereby,  that   the  treaty   with  France 
#  might,  in  fo  fhort  a  time  be  brought  to  fuch  a  ftage,  that 

the  proviiionai  articles  might  be  produced  without  hazard. 
He  was  not  afhamed  to  own  that  he  was  miftaken ;  and 
he  again  repeated  his  very  ardent  and  fincerc  wifh  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  made  hisprefcnt  motion, 

or  that  he  would  yet  withdraw  it. 
Mr.  Bttfk*.      ^j.^  ^^^^^  fj^y^  ^j^^^  ^j^^  ^-^^  honourable  gentleman  had 

>aid  aflual,   though   not  literal  regard  to  the  fage  advice 
le  had  received,   for  he  had   fpoken  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  anfwer  the  end  of  complete  filence.      Mr.   Burke  was 
very  caroeft  in  his  recommendation  to  Government  to  avoid 
the  flippery  and  unfure  ground  of  proud  filence,  or  of  am- 
biguous communication ;  for  though  it  might  afibrd  them 
a  difl^onoorable  flielter  from  the  dangers  of  .one  night,  it 
Would  do  liitle  for  their  permanent  cafe,  credit,  or  advantage* 
Oen.Ccyi-       The    Commander     m    Chief  (General    Conway)    faw> 
way.  he  had  heard  of  no  material  difference  in  the  various  ex- 

planations given  of  the  proviiionai  articles  there  and  »n 
other  places.  It  was  very  true  there  had  been  rumours  of 
difference ;    but  from    what  he  had   learned,  they  did  not 

appear  to  be  material,  or  at  any  rate,   that  there  was  any 
.  >  y         »  deviation 
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iieTiation  from  the  principles  of  that  fyflem  on  which  they 
all  id  out.  He  had  no  conception  of  the  dangers  fuggcfled 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  this  provilional  treaty; 
be  it  this  way,  or  be  it  that  way,  it  was  agreeable  to  the 
American  Coroo^iifioners ;  and  certainly  they  were  the  bcft 
apable  of  judging  what  would  be  agreeable  to  America, 
Tbe  motion  bad  not  met  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfc,  and 
ie  did  not  think  that  the  mover  would  dare  to  take  tho 
ieofe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it,  as  he  knew  that  he  fliould  be 
attended  into  the  lobby  by  fo  fmall  a  minority. 

Lord  JiA»  CaventE/b  faid,  the  motion  of  his  right  honour*  ^rd  Gm. 
able  friend  was  reafonable  and  neccffary.  If  the  l^rovifional  Cavendiflu 
Articles  contained  a  full  and  abfolute  recognition  of  the  in^ 
dependence  of  America,  then  there  could  bf  no  poiiibl^ 
barm  in  their  produAion ;  and  if  they  did  not  do  this,  it  wai 
£1  that  the  Houfe  0iould  know  the  fa£^,  that  mcafures  m.igh( 
be  taken  to  correal  the  deficiency. 

Mr.  Sbfridan  adverted  to  what  he  had  faid  of  ^he  com-  Mr.  ihvU 
nsunication  made  by  a  noble  Duke,  in  a  public  company*  ^»* 
That  communicattbn  both  he  ^nd  Sir  Cecil  Wray  dearly 
vnderftood  to  b^  public,  and  not  only  fo,  but  thai  they  had 
the  noble  Duke's  exprefs  leave  to  tnention  it  in  that  Houfe, 

Mr.  Poiir^i  faid,  that  he  Ihould  give  his  vote  for  the  ordcf  Mr.Pow^a. 
of  the  day,  but  th^t  he  did  it  with  great  pain,  as  he  muft 
differ  from  Mr*  Fox ;  but  he  thought  it  fair  to  leave  Mi^ 
nifierstothe  negotiation  in  which  they   were  engaged,  re- 
membering that  they  flood  refponiiblefor  the  terms  they  made. 
^  Mr.  Sted  faid,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  he  had  mPHr  Mr.  Steel, 
tioned  this  cbnverfation  to  the  noble  Duke,  who  declared 
that  be  had  given  no  leave  to  have  it  mentioned  in  Parlia- 
ment*    He  difapproved  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sheridan  again  averred,  that  direA  authority  was  Mr.  Sheri- 
gifcn  by  bis  Qrace  to  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  to  relate  die  conver*  lf^**- 
fation  in  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  F«r,  entered  into  a  full  examination  of  all  that  had  Mr.  Fox. 
been  faid  in  anfwer  to  bis  arguments,  and  in  objection  to 
his  motion.  That  he  dared  not  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
Hottfc,  he  faid,  was  what  he  did  not  expe£^  from  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.  That  the  fmallnefs  of  a  minority 
was  a  proof  of  the  weaknefs  of  the  caufe,  was  a  proportion  he 
thoD^t  would  not  have  been  advanced  by  that  right  honour- 
able gentleman,  after  the  many  hard  trials  and  fevere  ftrug* 
gles  they  had  had  to  cure  that  Houfe  of  their  love  of  the  ' 

American  war.     He  commented  on  hts  declaration  that  there 
WIS  no  material  difference  in  the  language  of  his  Majefty's 

R  a  Mmiftera 
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caufe  the  market  was  high,  and  that  he  wai^ted  the  monej 
for  fome  private  ufes ;  but,  to  his  great  aftonifhment  and  bis 
difaj^pointment,  he  found  the  Governor  of  the  fiank  would 
not  permit  hitn  to  transfer  any  of  his  property  there.  He 
would  not  take  upon  him  9o  fay  with  what  propriety  it  was 
done,  but  he  mentioned  it  to  Ihew  the  inoonvenienctcs  the 
afib  laid  him  under, 
Mr.  Jack-  Mr.  Jackfw  lamented  that  he  did  not  fee  the  Governor  of 
^^^  the  Bank  in  the  Houfe,  who,  was  he  prefcnt,  would  fuf&« 

ciently  explain  his  condu£V,  which  he  was  fure  muft  be  con* 
iiftent;  buc  he  could  fay,  that  he  had  heard  that  the  honour- 
able  Baronet  was  offered  a  dividend  upon  bis  property  ia  the 
funds. 
Mr,  Burke.  Mr.  Burke  faid,  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Houft  to 
«  grant  the  indulgence  the  honourable  Baronet  required ;  it 

was  not  a  private  buiinefs  .which  concerned  the  honourable 
Baronet ;  it  was  a  very  great  queilion  that  lay  before  them^ 
as  a  Court  of  Judicature,  to  determine  between  two  parties, 
'       between  the  inhabitants  of  AHa  and  the  honourable  Baronet ; 
therefore  it  could  not  be  delayed.     If  the  charges  were  n\^^^ 
good,  he  would  move  that  the  money,  which  would  appear 
to  have  been  unjufily  obtained  from  them,  (hoqld  not  go  to 
the  private  emolument  either  of  an  individual   or  of  the 
Crown,  but  be  returned  by  way  of  compenfation. 
£'''^b2I**      ^\T7homas  Rumbcld  replied  to  Mr,  Burke,   and  faid,  he 
""  wanted  no  delay  ;  he  wifhed  to  have  the  bufinefs  ended,  that 

he  might  be  relieved  from  erobsirraffment.  Why  wp.s  it  not 
told  from  whom  the  roonej  was  taken  when  gentlemen  talked 
of  peculation  }     Here  the  matter  ended* 

General  Smith  brought  up  a  petition  from  Peter  Pcrring, 

ETq.  praying  that  his  name  might  be  left  out  of  the  reftrain- 

ing  bill.     It  was  objefted  to,  and  the  Houfe  would  not  grant 

the  prayer. 

C»iMti  Colonel  Qnjlovj  then  faid,  he  held  a  petition  in  his  hand 

^^■^•'-      from  John  Whitehill,  Efq,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  the 

penalties  of  the  bill  which  had  pafled  againft  him  laft  fefEon. 

It  was  objcftcd  to  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  Mr.  Macdonald, 

the  Attorney  General,  and  others.     Mr.  Dempder  fpoke  for 

mercy ;  but  the  petition  was  reje£led^  ai  Mr.  Whitehill  had 

fled  from  the  juftice  of  his  country. 

c^)<»nei  Co{or)eI  Fiizpatrick  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  govern- 

rfrzpauick.  ment  to  the  circuipftance  which  had  given  fome  alarm  to  the 

people  of  Ireland,  the  decifion  of  an  Irilh  caufe  In  the  Court 

of  King's  Bench  ia  England.     He  wilhcd  juft  to  beg  that 

iTiinifters  would,  before  the  recefs,  give  fome  intimation  of 

what  thcv  intended  to  do  ia  that  queuion. 
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Mr.  Secretary  Tewnjhend  aiTured  the  honourable  gentlemafl  Mr,  Scc^e- 
Alt  government  had  fpcnt  many  hours  in  the  bufiaefs  of  J^J**^ 
Ireland,  and  they  had  the  ftrongeft  difpofitions  to  do  every        *  ^ 

tking  ia  their  power  to  confirm  the  happy  (ettlement  which 
took  place  laft  (elfioo.  He  explained  the  late'decilioA  to  have 
arifen  from  a  circnoiftance  which  could  not  be  provided 
^infty  viz.  that  the  caufe  had  been  in  the  Court  for  eighteen 
iDonthsy  and  the  judges  were  bound  to  decide  in  it. 

Colonel  Fit%fatrick  faid,  that  he  was  only  anxious  that  CoImnI 
(atisfadion  Ihouid  be  given  to  the  Iriih  nation  on  this  ground,  FSupitAAt 
and  that  they  (hould  learn,  before  the  recefs^  that  this  country 
was  well  difpofed  to  give  every  neceifary  fatisfadion.  He 
faid  this  was  pafticularly  to  be  wi(hed,  becaufe  pains  had 
been  taken  ^  fpread  ideas,  that  what  had  been  done  was  not 
fofficient  for  the  fecurity  of  Ireland ;  and  on  the  (core  of  thia 
decifion  furmifes  had  been  thrown  out  againft  the  friends  of 
order  and  reafoo,  who  were  convinced  of  the  reAitude  of 
die  intentions  of  Britain,  He  underftood  that  there  were 
feveral  other  caufes  in  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench* 

Mr,  Secretary  Townjkcnd  faid,  he  had  enquired  into  the  Wr.  % 
fift  whether  there  were  any  more  caufcs  in  the  King's  Bench,  JJJi^V 
and  Vie  underftood  there  were  not.  He  found  there  were 
two  appeals  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  had  alfo  been 
there  before  the  ad  of  laft  feflion ;  but  he  underfiood  that 
thej  would  be  removed,  and  pains  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
any  more  appeals  from  being  brought  to  England. 

The  AtUirnej  General  explained  the  reafon  of  the  late  deci-  Tlie  At- 
Con  very  clearly ^  and  faid  it  was  impoffible  for  the  noble  **^^  ^'•' 
Lord  at  the  head  of  that  Court,  who  was  the  pride  and  or-  "** 
naraeot  of  human  nature,  to  prevent  the  decifion.     He  faid 
there  were  no  more  Irifh  cauies^  and  it^  was  now  impoflible 
that  there  Ihouid  be  any  more. 

Mr.  /flgr  faid,  that  on  this  fubje£l  he  took  the  firft  mo-  Wr«  F«fc 
ment  to  declare  that  the  intentions  of  thofe  niinifters  who 
had  fent  the  repeal  of  the  declaratory  law,  were  thereby  to 
make  a  complete,  abfolute,  and  perpetual  furrender  of  the 
Bntilh  legijlative  and  judicial  fupremacy  over  Ireland.  This 
was  the  intention  of  government ;  and  it  was  the  clear  con- 
vifiion  both  of  minifters  and  of  the  gentlemen  oflreland,  who 
interefted  themfelves  in  the  buliaefs,  that  the  manner  in 
which  this  was  done  was  the  beft  poflible  way,  and  the  leaft 
liable  to  exception.  Since  this  had  been  done,  opinions  had 
been  propogated,  that  a  renunciation  was  better  than  a  repeal.. 
A  renunciation  was  iben  thought  of ;  but  it  was  the  opinion  of 

the 
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the  gentlemen,  that  if  Britain  did  it   by  a  renunciation  of 
ihc  right,  it  would  be  offcnfive  to  Ireland,  becaufe   thereby 
.♦   '    we  declared  that  we  poffcflcd   the  right.  .  Again,  a  renun- 
ciation, Haling  it  to  be  a  right  which  we  never  legally  pof- 
fcfl'cd,  was  what  England  would  not  be  brought  to  agree  to, 
and  therefore  the  plan  purfued  was  the  bcft  way  ;  and  as  it 
was  clearly  underfldod  ta  be  a  complete  furrendcr,  was  re- 
ceived  with  cordiality  by  thofe  gentlemen  whom  he  would 
pronounce  to  be  the  bcft  and  trucft  friends  of  Ireland. 
^eCom-        The  Commander  in  C^/f/*  declared,  that  government  were 
aiMder  ia    rcfolvcd  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  put  an  end  to  all 
^  **^*         difputes  of  every  kind.  , 

Mr. Burke.       Mr»  Burhe  moved  for  leave  to. bring  in  bills  for  the  fale  of 
the  crown  lands,  copying  the  motions  he  originally,  made  on 
that  fuhieft,  and  they  were  all  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Chin.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  gave  notice  to  the  Houfe,  that  foon 
cdiorPitu  after  the  recefs  he  fliould  refume  the  conCderation  of  a  re- 
form in  the  reprelentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament.     He 
wifhed  to  draw  information  from  every  part  of  the  country, 
,     ,         and  he  believed  that  during  the  holidays  there  would  be  dif- 
cuffions  which  would  bring  to  that  Houfc  the  fenfe  of  the 
country. 

It  was  faid,  that  there  (hould  be  a  call  of  the  Houfe  againft 
the  time,  and  it  was  agreqd  that  a  motion  (hould  be  nuAt 
the  next  day  for  lllat  purpofc. 
Mf.1>>^4        Mr.  David  Hartley  then  rofc  to  move  the  queftion  he  had 
^**^.*3r«      intimated  the  day  before,  and  he  did  it  without  wifliing  to 
debate  the  matter  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe,  which  could  not  arife, 
he  faid,  from  cafualty.     He  cnuiiierated  the  reafons  that  he 
had  for  wifhing  that  there  might  be  a  frelh  declaration  made 
by   the  Houfe,  that  the   minifter,  who   fhould    renew  the 
American  war,  would  be  confidered   by  them  as  the  enemy 
'  ,.  of  his  country.     The  only  difference  he  defired    to   make 

was  to  leave  out  the  words  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing 
America  to  obedience  by  force.  Thefe  \vere  words  which 
might  be  ufed  as  a  cloak,  and  bad  miniftcrs.  might  carry  on 
the  American  war  for  other  purpofes.  He  concluded  with 
moving, 

**  I'hat  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty> 
ftating,  that  his  faithful  Commons  think  it  their  indifpcn- 
lible  duty  not  only  to  return  their  grateful  thanks  to  bis 
Majefty  for  having  rRJoptcd  ihc  fcnfe  of  his  Parliament  ami 
people,  in  having  pointed  all  his  views  and  meafures,  as  well 

in  Europe  as  in  North   America,"  to  an  entire  and  cordial 

iccon- 
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reconciliation  with  thofe  colonies ;  but,  llkewife^  to  exprefs 
to  his  Majcfty,  that  whatever  oiay  be  the  refult  of  the  general 
oegociatioo  for  peace  now  depending,  that  our  conciliaiory 
feotimcnts  towards  America  remain  unaltered,  as  prefented 
ifl  their  bonahle  addrefsto  his  Msjefty  on  that  fubjeft  in  the 
lail  fci&on  of  Parliaaient ;  and  therefore  that  this  Houfe  will 
confider  as  enemies  to  his  Majefiy  and  this  oountry^  all  thofe 
who  ^all  endeavour  to  fruftrate  {uch  beneficent  difpofitions 
of  .his  Majefty,  by  advifing,  or  by  any  n^ans  attempting  the 
further  proTecmion  of  war  on  the  continent  of  America." 

Col.  Hartley  feconded  his  honourable  relation  in  a  fpeech  of  Col  Hart- 
fome  length  ;  he  was  very  warm  in  reprobation  of  the  curfed  *•'• 
fyftem  of  the  American  war ;  and  was  very  diftruftful  of  the 
intentionsoftbeprefent  Adminiftration,  who,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, intended  to  purfue  that  bloody  fyftem. 

•Mr.  Secretary  Twmftiend  comhzteA  the  propriety  of  fuch  an  Mr.  Secr«« 
addrefs,  and  moved  to  have  the  former  addrefs  to  bis  Majefty  J?''^  j^®"*"* 
on  the  fobjeA  of  difcontinuing  the  war,  and  reconciliation 
with  America,  and  his  Majefty's  moft  gracious anfwer,  read:; 
which  being  complied  with,  he  moved  to  adjourn. 

Sir  ^riUiam  Dolbtn  found  himfclf  obliged  to  fay  fomcthing  ooib^^!"*"* 
of  his  femiments  of  the  American  war,  as  upon  a  former  oc^ 
cafionhe  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  expreffing  them. 
He  declared  he  was  againft  recognizing  American  iodepen- 
^feocc.  It  was  our  policy  to  fight  with  France  to  make  us 
once  more  mafter  of  America.  A  vigorous  war  with  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  crowned  with  fuccefii^  would  foou  com- 
pel America  to  return  to  her  duty.  Sir  William  was  falling 
pretty  deeply  into  the  fubjefi,  virhen  be  was  called  to  order ' 

Gtutnl  Csmvayf  whofaid   Sir  William  was  introducing  cen.  Coa- 
matters  quite  extraneous  to  the  bttiinefs  before  the  Houfe,  and  way. 
referred  to  the  Houfe  if  Sir  William  was  not  out  of  order. 

Sir  IV,  Dolbtn  was  very  warm  in  reply  to  the  Gisneral.  He  SirW.  Dcl- 
purfued  the  thread  of  hi«  former obfervations;  but  declared,  ^"' 
if  it  became  an  agreement  of  State  tjiat  America  ftiould  be 
<!lectared   independent,    he  would  abide  bv  it.     He  likened 
Great  Britain  to  the  trunk  of  a  beautiful  ^atue,  deprived  of 
its  other  members. 

Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Borkc  faid  a  few  words. 

Mr,  Martin  had  a  firm  reliance  in  Adminiftration,  at  the  Mr.M  nia 
fame  time  would  vote  for  the  Addrefs. 

Mr.  Dempfter  faid,  Sir  Williani  Dolben  was  perfeftly  in  Mr  Demf« 
tRe  right  in  declaring  his  fcntiments,  and  lamented  with  him  ^'' 
the  ditmembermentof  the  beautiful  ftatue« 

Vot.  IX«  &  Commodou 
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fComnjodore      Commodore  Johnflofu  was  of  opinion^  that  the  Crown,  by 
Johnftone,   jj^  ^{^  ^f  Parliament,  veiling  it  with  powers  to  coBipromife 
terms  of  pacification  with  America,  was  not  authorifed  to 
y  part  with  the  fuprcmacy  of  this  country.     He  was  deiirous 

to  fee  the  treaty,  to  fee  how  our  interefts  were  provided  for, 
and  to  know  what  was  done  for  the  popr  Loyalifts,  who  had 
facrificed  every  thing  to  their  allegiance. 

The  honourable  Commodore  alfo  directed  himfelf  to  Mr. 
Fox,  and  the  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  fo  often  mentioned 
iince  the  commencement  of  the    Seffion.     He  faid,  the  aft 
did  not  pafs  till  the  29th  of  June,  and  the  letter  was  fent  be- 
fore that  period.     He  treated  very  ludicroufly  Mr,  Hartley's 
idea  of  withdrawing  our  forces  from  the  Continent  of  Ame- 
rica, and  difcontinuing  the  war  there.     Were  we  to  cede 
Canada^  what  would  become  of  us  without  fome  fettlement 
in  that  part  of  the  world  ?  After  having  enlarged  very  much 
on  rhis  point,  he  was  followed  by 
Mr.Fex.      '  Mr.  Fox^  who  faid,  the  letter  he  acknowledged  mentioned 
to  have  been  fent  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  was  written  before  the 
29th  of  June.     It  was  written,  however,  according  to  the 
temper  he  knew  the  Houfe  to  be  then  in.     It  was  a  buiinefs 
pf  expediency,  and  it  was  his  duty,  as  a  Minifter,  to  take  the 
refponfibility  of  doing  fo  on  himfelf,  when  the  intereft  of  the 
State  was  fo  much  involved  in  it.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman  made  fome  further  repaarks  in  reply  to  the  Commo- 
dore. 
MrD.Hiyt-      ^^^  2>.  Harthy  made  fome  few  mow  obfervations. 
cii.  Hart-       Colonel  Hartley  made  another  very  warm  fpeech  on  the  bur 
Vir  iinefs  of  the  American  war,  which  had  coft  the  natiop  fuch 

heaps  of  treafure,  and  fuch  ftreams  of  blood.  He  was  how- 
ever determined  to  divide  the  Houfe  on  the  queftion  of  ad- 
journment. The  Houfe  accordingly  divided.  Ayes,  50; 
Noes  13.— rMajority,  37. 

December  2o« 

Cenerel  General  Smith  moved  for  the  revival  of  the  Selc£t  Com- 

fTiittee. 
The  Lord         The  Lord  Advocate  faid  he  would  not  objeft  to  it,  provided 
Advocate,   it  (hould  bw*  underflood,  that  the  fitting  of  this  Committee 

flioald  not  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  .-my  proceedings,  that  it  might 

be  ncceffarjr  to  inftitute  in  confcquencc  of  the  reports  from 

the  Committee  qf  Secrecy. 
Mr.  Burke     Mr.^wrfo  fpoke  a  little  on  the  fubjcft;  and  the  motioa 

paiTcd  in  the  affirmative, 

^  •  Mr. 
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Mr.  2>.  Hartley  moved  for  a  catl  of  the  Honfe  on  the  22d  Mr  D. 
of  January  next;  and  that  the   Speaker  ihould  acquaint  the  Htftiej. 
dirosr^t  Sheriffs  of  this  order*    The  motion  was  feconded  ' 

by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  /PI  GretvutUt  (Secretary  to  his  brother  the  Lord  Lieu-  Mr.  w. 

tenant  of  Ireland)  faid,  he  lamented,  that  he  had  not  been  ^"^''^^ 

pre&nt  at  a  converfatioo,  which  he  underftood.took  place  laft 

night,  relative  to  Ireland  ;  if  he  had  been  prefent,  he  would 

have  informed  the  Houfe^  that  the  late  deciiion  in  the  King's 

Bench  of  England,  which  had  occaiioned  mnch'jealoufy  in 

Ireland,  had  been  taken  notice  of  immediately  by  the  Lord 

Lieatenant,  who  had  not  loft  a  moment  to  remonftrate  on 

that  lubjeA  with  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  to  make  known 

to  theiu  the  effeft  it  had  produced  in  the  minds  of  thq  people 

of  Ireland  ;  and  he  muft  do  Minifters  the  juftice  to  fay,  he 

had  found  them  very  well  difpofed  to  remove  the  ground  of 

jealoufy  :  it  was  necclTary  alfo,  that  he  ihould  do  juftlce  to> 

the  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  declaring,  that  there  was  not  a  man 

in  either  kingdom,  more  decidedly  of  opinion  than  his  Excel-^ 

\ency  is,  that  the  faith  of  England  is  pledged  to  Ireland  for 

the  truth  of  this  proportion,,  that  England  has  fully  andcom*^ 

plctcly  renounced  all  legiilative  and  judicial  jurifdiflion ;  and 

that  nothing  could  be  more  conducive  to  the  harmony  and  in- 

terefts  of  both  kingdoms,  than  that  this  national  faith  ihould 

be  preferved  inviolate.    He  faid  he  intended  to  move  for  a 

caJiof  the  Hoafe  at  an  earlier  day  than  the  2 ad   of  nexil 

month;  however,  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  be  in  town 

before  that  day  ;  in  that  hope,  he  gave  notice  that  a  motion 

woold  be  made  in  the  Houie  relative  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  Stcretary  Town/hend  complained,  that  what  he  had  faid  Mr.  Sec. 
in  the  converfation  laft  night  on  the  fubjea  of  Ireland,  had  Townihtnii 
been  grofsly  mifreprefentcd  in  fome publications;  for  though 
he  had  faid  that  '^  great  pains  had  been  taken  to  prevent  any  * 
more  appeals  being  brought  from  Ireland  ;^  yet  be  was  reprc^ 
fented  to  have  faid  juft  the  very  contrary  :  it  was  ^ot  of  much 
unportance,  heobferved,  what  he,  as  an  individual  member 
of  the  Houfe,  might  have  faid ;  but  when  it  mieht  be  ruppofe4 
that  he  was  fpeaking  the  fentiments   of  bis  Nlajefty's  Mini- 
fters, it  was  of  great  confequence  that  he  fhould  not  be  mil* 
reprefcnted. 

The  Sptaiir  faid  a  few  words  on  the  fubjc£l  of  taking  ivotice  The 
of  mifreprefentati^ns  in  public  prints  of  cxpreflions  or'argUr  Speaker/ 
ments  that  had  been  delivered  in  that  Houfe  ;  it  was  a  prac* 
tice  which  he  would  not  recommend,  as  fuch  a  notice,  and 

S  %  attempting 
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attempting  to  (it  the  argtimcnt  right,  might  perhaps  be  con- 
llrued  inio  an  avowal  of  what  w^s  not  contradiAed; 

Lc^c  Ucau-  I^otA  Beauchamp  was  furprifed  that  an  honourable  member 
^'  fhould  have  given  notice  of  a  motion  relative  to  Ireland,  to 
be  made  on  the  22d  of  January,  when  he  bad  given  notice  of 
an  intention  to  make  a  motion  of  pre^ifely  the  fame  nature  on 
the  29th  ;  he  certainly  would  have  chofen  an  etrlier  day  than 
the  29th,  if  he  h^'  Aot  been  tokJ,  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
^  ibr  him  to  get  an  attendance  fobner :  he  underftood  k  to  be 
the  privilege  of  a  Member  of  Parliament,  that  when  he  had 
undertaken  any  partrcular  bufinefs  in  the  Houfe,  it  was  not 
to  be  takert  our  of  his  hand«  by  another  ;  this  was  a  privileg« 
Mrhich  he  woiild  never  rcfign  :  a  friend  to  both  kingdoms, 
his  only  objeft  was  to  fecare  a  lafting  harmony  between 
them  ;  if  he  fliould  be  able  to  root  out  every  remains  of  jea- 
k)ufy,  his  great  obgeft  would  be  a<^complifhed,  and  he  would 
fit  down  the  h^ppieft  of  men.-  As  to  the  writs  of  error  to 
this  kingdom-,  he  knew  they  could  in  future  be  of  naef{e£t; 
for  as  a  l^r  hid  paffcd  in  Ireland  to  prevent  the  Judges  of 
that  kingdoiii  to  cettify -into  England  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  any  cauft,  fo  of  courfe  there  was  an  end  of  ap- 
peals, as  far  as  Ireland  could  put  an* end  to  them  :  but  as  an 
aft  of  Parliament  of  Ireland  conld  not  (hut  up  a  court  of  law 
in  England',  it  was  necefTary  rtwt  an  EngliJh  aA  fbo^d  be 
paffcd  for  thki  purpofe;  for,  until  fuch  an  aft  (hould  pftft, 
ftt  fhould  hold  It  to  be  foundlaW,  thAt  whatever  perfon  feolt, 
bv  thinks  himfelf  aggrieved  by  a  deciiion  of  a  couft  of  law  in 
Iteland,  may  3PP*y  to  the  King's-Bench  in  £ngt4md|  which 
CQur^  is. bound  to  entertain  hts  ciw^,  though  it  is^t  preient 

^  /.  '  impoflibfe  that  the  Judges  of  that  court  could  give  redrefs 
iti  fuch  a  eafe;  as  every  decXon-  in  England^  affefting  a 
triufe  that  orrgittated  in  and  belongs  to  Ireland,  made  fiocc 
thr  paffift^  ^F  thie  Irifh  aft  alftfdt?d  t<^,*  muft  of  eoutfe  be  null 
nnd  void;-  He  Appealed  then  to  the  Houfe,  if  it  would  not 
B^  prD|5ei*'tb.  'pafy\a-law,  which  (h^nkl  direft  the  cotarts  not 
to  entenaffi  trifh  ^^(ufes,  their  decifions  on  which  mdfk  He* 
ceffaHly  be  InefTeftual.  »* 

Mr.  W.      '    Mr.  fK  GrefiviHe  faid,  he  had  not  arraigned  the  purity  of 

^rcnvillc.  the  noble  Lord^s  intention,  and  therefore  there  was  not  any 
occafion  for  his  Lordfhip  to  have  vindicated  it  ;  he  did  not 
want  to  interfere  with  the  noble  Lord's  motion:  bat  h« 
would  afk  him,  how  he  (hould  kn^w  that  the  proportion 
which  he  intended  to  move  on  the  22d  of  January  was  of  the 
fame  nature  with  that  which  the  noble  Lord  intended  to  make 

on 
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00  the  29th  ?  But  if  it  was,  did  he  think  that  the  Govern- 
nicnt  of  Ireland,  that  the  Government  of  England,  would' 
felftr  a  matter  to  He  orcr  to  the  29th,  which  ought  to  be  fo 
very  fpecdily  taken  up, — that,  if  it  was  poffible,  it  ought  to 
he  determined  before  the  recefs  ? 

Mr.  Bucke  made  an  obfervation  or  two,  and  here  the  buii« 
oeb  refted  for  the  prefent. 

Dfcember  23. 

The  Houfe  were  called  to  attend  hia  Ma)efty  in  the  Houie 
of  Peers,  whea  the  land  Mid  malt- tax  bills,  the  coro  biU^  and 
due  bill  for  aUowiog  Uie  iaie.of  prize  (hips,  weie  pafled. 

AdHottrned  to-  January  <m«  .     . 

January  21,  1783. 

'  The  Hou(e  met,  Thomas  Lewen,  Efq.  furretidcred  hkn« 
felf,  and  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  the  cuftody  of  the 
Seijeaitt  at  Arms* 

January  0,2. 

A  petition  of  the  Nobility,  Gentry,  Clergy^ .  Freeholden, 
sod  others,  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Sd&x,  was  pre- 
finitcd  to  the  Hooie  and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  peci« 
tiooers,  tfaoronghly  fenfible  of  the  excellence  of  the  conftitu- 
tiofl^  aid  of  that  ei&ndal  branch  of  is,  the  reprdeotatioo  of 
the  Conaxms  in  Parltament,  cannot  bat  lament  the  prefeal 
ftate  of  the  lame  fo  partially  eleded,  and  having  frequently 
a  feparaie  intereft  from  the  people,  are  unccpsal  to  exprefs  the 
general  fenfe  of  the  faid  Commons ;  and  that  the  petitionert 
confider  the  (ame  as  a  grievance  materially  afieding  the  pe- 
titionee,, and  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  therefore  praying 
the  Hoofe  to  take  tlie  fanse  into  their  ipeedy  confideration, 
and  to  afford  fuch  relief  as  to  the  Houfe  {hall  fixn  meet* 

Ordened,  that  the  faid  petition  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Surrey  brought  up  a  petition  from  Samuel 
Tetrie,-  Efq*  letting  ibrth^  that  on  the  i8th  day  of  Decem- 
ber laft,  the  petitioner  prefented  a  petition  to  the  Houfe, 
complaining  of  the  undue  eiedipn  and  return  of  the  Hon^ 
George  Richard  St.  John,  at  the  laft  elcAion  of  a  bnrgefs  t» 
ierve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  CricUade,  in  the 
county  of  Wilts,  alledging  that  the  petitioner  conceives  him- 
felf  duly- eleded  at  the  (aid  eleAion  to  ferve  in  Parliament 
for  the  laid  borough,,,  and  ought  to-  have  been  returned ;  as 

alfo^ 
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al(b,  that  the  petitioner  was  informed,  that  at  the  time  of  the 
faid  election  the  laid  George  Richard  Sc.  John  was  a  minor, 
being  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  which  petition  the 
Houfe  has  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on  Tuefday 
the  4th  of  next  month  ;  and  that  the  petitioner,  in  January, 
178 19   commenced  a£tions  againft  Paul  Benfield,  Efq.    a 
member  of  the  Houfe,  and  John  M'Pherfon,  Efq.  who  at 
that  time  had  likewife  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  by  an  undue  re- 
turn, for  bribery  and  corruption- prafti fed  by  them  at  the 
eleftion,  in  September,   1780,  of  burgcffes  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament for  the  faid  borough  of  CricVlade  i  but  which  anions 
the  petitioner  has  been  prevented  from  bringing  toilTuc  by  the 
abufe  of  the  privilege  of  Parliament,  exercifed  by  the  faid 
Paul  Reniield  and  John  M'Pheifon  ;  and  that  afterwards  the 
faid  Paul  Beniield  and  John  M^Pherfon  commenced  aftions 
againft  the  petitioner  upon  an  unjuft  charge  of  bribery  and 
corruption,  ^nd,  by  the  perjured  evidence  of  the  witneHes 
who  were  examined  upon  the  tfials  of  the  faid  a&ions,  ob- 
tained verdi£ts  againft  the  petitioner;  and  that  againft  two  of 
thpfe  witneftes,  without  whofe  evidence  no  verdi£t  would 
have  been  given  againft  the  petitioner,  bills  of  indi£^ment 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  in  their  evidence  in  the  faid 
caufes  were  found  by  the  Grand  Jury  at  Marlborough^   lb 
long  ago  as  the.  Michaelmas  quarter  fellions  1781,  but^  by 
the  management  of  the  folicitors  of  the  faid  Paul  BenlieM  and 
John  M^Pherfon^  the  petitioner  has  been  hitherto  prevented 
from  bringing  them  to  trial ;  and  that  on  Thurfday,  the  9th 
of  the  prefent  month  of  January,  by  virtue  of  writs  from 
Robert  Taylor  and  Benjamin  Cole,  Efqrs.  Sberiflni  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  dated  the  aSth  of  November  laft,  di- 
rc&td  to  Richard  Hayes,  John  Doe,  and  Richard  Roe,  and 
fued  out  by  Meffrs.  Wallis  and  Troward,  folicitors  .to*  the  faid 
Paul  Benfield  and  John  M^PJierfon,  the  petitioner  Mras  taken 
in  execution  upon  the  judgments  obtained  on  the  faid  ver*. 
di£tsj  by  the  laid  Richard  Hawes,  and  carried  by  .him  to  the 
houfe  of  David  Simpfon,  a  fheriiPs  officer,  in  Brook-ftreet, 
Holborn,  where  he  has  ever  (ince  been,  and  where  he  now 
is :  and  that  the  petitioner,  conceiving  the  privileges  of  the 
Houfe  to  .be  violated  in  the  perfoo  of  the  petitioner^  therefore 
prays  the  Houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  confideration,  and 
to  grant  to  the  petitioner  fuch  relief  at  to  them  (hall  feem 
meet. 
The  The  Speaier  direfily  rofe,  and  faid,  that  a  letter,  figned 

Speaker.     Samuel  Petrie^  had  bcea  delivered  to  him  at  his  houfe  oa 

4  Monday^ 
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M6nday«.fiattng  the  fads  which  the  noble  Earl  had  fet  forth, 
and  defiring  that  he  would  interfere  :  he  did  not  think  it  was 
a  bufinefs  for  him  to  mention  to  the  Houfe,  he  therefore  de- 
fired  his  Secretary  to  write  word  to  Mr.  Petrie,  that  his 
only  proper  way  would  be  to  petition  the  Houfe.  This  let- 
ter, he  laid,  was  dated  Saturday,  but  he  did  not  receive  it 
ootil  Monday;  and  daring  the  fhort  time  fince  he  received 
the  letter,  he  bad  fearched  for  precedents  of  the  kind,  and 
was  only  able  to  iind  one  which  was  not  exaSly  fimilar.  It 
was  a  petition  of  John  Afgill,  Efq.  in  the  year  1 707,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Houfe,  and  who  was  taken  in  execu^ 
tioQ  on  a  judgment ;  upon  which  he  petitioned  the  Houfe, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed,  who  made  a  long  report« 

The  Journals  were  referred  to,  and  read ;  after  which  leave 
was  given  to  bring  up  the  petition. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  then  moved,.  That  a  committee  be  ap-  Th«  Earl«f 
pointed  to  iearch  for  precedents,  wherein  a  perfop,  who  was  S""«y* 
a  petitioning  candidate,  had  been  taken  into  cuftody,  and  to 
report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe. 

Leave  was  given  ;  and  a.  committee  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed, confilling  of  all  the  members  of  the  long  robe  and 
others. 

Mr.  Dempjier  defired  leave  to  bring  up  a  pefition  he  held  Mr.  Dcmp- 
in  his  hand  from  John  Whitehill,  Efq.  who  was  fuppofed  to  ^*'* 
have  abfconded  and  left  the  kingdom,  to  prevent  his  being 
examined  refpeding  the  government  of  Madras,  while  he 
was  one  of  the  council,  and  for  apprehending  of  whom  the 
royal  proclamation  was  iiTucd,  and  a  reward  offered. 

Leave  was  accordingly  given.  The  petition  was  brooght 
up,  and  fet  forth,  that,  by  an  a£t  paded  in  the  laft  feffion 
of  Parliament,  intituled,  "  An  Aft  for  compelling  John 
Whitehill,  Efquire,  to  return  into  this  Kingdom,  and  for  re- 
flrainiog  him,  in  cafe  of  his  Return,  from  going  out  of  this 
Kingdom  for  a  limited  Time,  and  for  difcovcring  his  Edate 
and  Efiefis,  and  preventing  the  tranfporting  or  alienating  of 
the  fame,''  the  petitioner  has  incurred  a  forfeiture  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  of  all  his  property,  real  and  perfonal ;  and  that,  at  the 
time  of  paffing  the  aft,  the  petitioner  was  not  in  this  king- 
dom, having  left  it  in  November  1781,  when  no  proceedings 
hzd  been  commenced  agaioft  him,  either  in  the  courts  of  law 
pr  equity,  nor  had  he  any  intimation  of  any  charge  preferred, 
or  any  refolution  pafled  or  agitated  in  cither  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament, affefiing  his  conduft  in  India  ;  and  that  the  peti- 
tioner folemnly  declares,  that  tlie  caule  of  his  leaving  the 

kingdom 
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kingdom  was  not  frorn  any  spprehenfioiu  of  the  confeqaen- 

ces  of  an  enquiry  into  his  condud,  nor  with  the  remoteft 

defign  of  withdrawing  himfelf,  or  hk  property,  from  the 

juftice  of  Parliament ;  and  that  the  petitioner  begs  leave  to 

Solicit  the  auention  of  the  Houfe  to  his  preient  fituation,  in 

refpeA  to  the  charges  that  have  been  exhibited  agaisft  him  of 

,  milconduft  in  India  ;  that  he  is  in  the  ftateof  oneaccufcd 

only,  but  not  conviAed,  and  that  he  has  not  hitherto  been 

heard  in  his  defence  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  admits,  that, 

by  the  beforementioned  aft,  a  limited  period  was  allowed  him, 

to  return  into  this  kingdom,  and  to  controvert  thofe  charges, 

under  the  conditions  in  the  aft  mentioned,  and,  the  petitioner 

is  fully  feniible  of  the  weakoefs  and  impropriety  of  his  con- 

duft  in  not  having  fo  done ;  but  the  petitioner,  throwing 

himfelf  upon  the  mercy  and  compailionof  the  Houfe,  hopes 

he  fhall  be  deemed  not  altogether  unworthy  of  their  forgive* 

nefs  for  this  defanlt,  when  they  fhall  be  pleafed  to  coniider, 

in  addition  to  the  iniirm  condition  of  his  health,  the  utter 

inability  the  petitioner  was  under,  from  the  ftate  of  his  af- 

-fairs,  complying  with  the  requiiitions  of  the  aft,  in  refped 

to  the  fureties  thereby  required,  and  the  apprebeniions  he 

was  under  from  his  private  creditors,  to  whom  he  was  largely 

indebted,  and  whom,  from  the  bulk  of  property  being  then, 

as  it  dill  is,  in  India,  he  was  utterly  unable  to  fatisfy,  or 

even   to  procure  bail  to  any  aftions  that  might  be  brought 

againft  him  ;  and  that  the  petitioner,  notwithftandiog  the 

weight  of  thefe  difficulties  ftill  preiiingupon  him,  has  retoro- 

ed  into  this  kingdom,  for  the  purpofe  olr  fubniitting  himfelf 

to  the  jufiice  of  Parliament,  and  of  laying  open  his  fortune 

and  his  conduft  to  the  fulleft  invcftigatiori  which  the  Hoafe 

may  think  proper  to  inftitute ;  and  the  petitioner  doubts  not 

that,  if  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  heihallbe  permitted 

to  be  let  into  his  defence againft  the  charges  of  mifcondoA  in 

India,  he  Ibail  be  able  fully  to  vindicate  himfelf ;  and  that 

the  petitioner  begs  leave  to  reprefent,  that  very  little  delay 

has  been  hitherto  occaiioned  by  bis  abfencein  the  profecution 

againft  him  ;  and  the  petitioner  folemnly  declares,  that  he 

has  not,  in  the  mean  time,  alienated  or  removed  from  this 

kingdom,  nor  attempted  to  alienate  or  remove,  any  part  of 

his  property,  except  (b  much  as  was  neceflary  for  his  fub- 

iiftcnce,  the  whole  of  which  he  is  ready  to  give  an  account 

of,  under  the  fevereft  penalties  that  the  Houfe  fhall  think  fit 

to  impofe  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  hopes,  that  his  abfence 

from  the  kingdom,  under  thefe  circumftances^  does  not  me- 
rit 
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rttfcfe  heavy  puniftimcnt  infllacd  by  the  faid  aft,  whcftby 
the  |)etitioner,  nt  the'dofeof  a-  life  worn  out  in  laborious 
employments,  i»  doomed  to  inevitable  penury  and  ruin,  and 
to  linger  out  the  remainder  of  that  life  amidft  the  horrors  of 
prrpemal  imprifonmen^  ;  the  petitioner  therefore  hombly  im- 
plores the  compailion  of  the  Houfe,  to  allow  him  that  indul- 
^ence,  ^hich  he  is  adyifed  is  always  allowed  upon  outlawry 
in  civil  cafe^  in  the  cotirtsof  law,  and  which,  he  is  alfo  ad« 
vifed,  will  be  found  warranted  by  the  authority  of  j>rece- 
<{ent  in  the  annals  of  Parliament  ;  and  that  the  petitioner  fo*- 
iicits  nothing  from  the  Houie  but .  an  opportunity  of  being 
h«irci  in  his  defence,  and  that  after  fuch  hearings  the  Honfe 
will  then  condeipn  or  acquit  hinlj  as   in   their  juftice  they 
Ihail  think  fit ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  petitioner  prays,  that 
leave  may  be  given  to  |;)ring  in  a  bill,  for  the  purpofe  of  re* 
peating  fo  much  of  the  aforementioned  a£k  as  inflids  the 
penalty  of  a  total  forfeiture  on  the  petitioner,  for  not  fur* 
rendering  withii^  the  time  limited  by  the  a£l  for  the  petition** 
ex's  return,  or  th^at  Parliament  will  provide  fuch  other  relief 
for  the  petitioner  as  to  them  (liall  feem  meet. 

Mr*  Dfmpjler  then  moved,.  1  hat  the.  petition  be  referred  Mr.  Demp* 
to  a  committee,  and  that  they  do  make  their  report  to  the  ^^'' 
Honfe. 

The  Lord  Advocate  iaid,  he  fhould  not  oppofe  the  motion.  Lord  Advo- 
as  it  only  went  to  the  appointing  of  a  committee^  but  fhould  ^''* 
wait  and  fee  the  refult. 

Mr.  David  Hartley  now  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  Mr.  D. 
to  the  original  order  of  the  day*  He  ftated,  that  before  the  ^"'**^ 
recefs  it  had  been  appointed,  that  the  Houfc  ihould  be  called 
over  on  this  day  ;  bat  as  he  found  there  was  bufinels  of  a  mofl: 
material  nature  to  come  on,i  he  fhould  defer  the  call  to  a  future 
day.  He  thought  it  exceedingly  p»>per,  be  faid,  whilft  fo 
many  great  national; queftions  were  to  l)e  agitated,  to  keep 
the  call  of  the  Houie  hanging  over  the  heads  of  members^ 
and  by  that  means  keep  tiiem  in  town  ;  formerly,  he  faid, 
there  ufed  to  be  but  one  call  of  the  Houfe  in  a  feflion,  and 
that  was  when  fome  important  queflion  was  to  be  difculTed, 
and  not  more  than  one  important  quedion  perhaps  was  difcuf- 
fed  in  a  feiRon  ;  but  now  he  could  wifh  the  call  of  the  Houfo 
to  be  every  fortnight,  and  therefore  he  concluded  with  mo« 
ving,  that  the- Houfe  be  called  over  on  this  day  fortnight* 

Major  Hartley  feconded  the  motion. 

Mr,  Rffiie  rofe,  and  oppofed  the  motion  ;  upon  which  a  Mr.  RtHs, 
divtfion  took  place,  when  the   numbers  were,  noes    108 ; 
ayes  79  ; 

Vot.  IX,  T  Strangers 
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Strangers  were  not  admittci^  into  the  gallery  agaio  focfomc 
time  ;  during  which  penod  •  a  trifllpg  dcbare  took  place  bc*- 
twcen  Mr.  Secretary  Townfbcod,  Mr.  C,  Jenkinfoo,  Mr, 
David  Hartley  and  Mr.  lox^  when  it.  was  agreed  upon  with- 
put  a  diviiion  that  the  Houfe  ihould  be  called  over  on  Fn4A7 
jaext.       ^  ....... 

AFFAIRS    OF    IS.ELA,ND. 

r 

Mr.  Secre.  *  Mr.  Sfecfftary  Tmvfi/hend\r\(6tm^d  the  Houfe,  that  \a  con- 
ury  iviwn-  fequence  of  the  notice  given  by  hitn  )rcfterday,  he  was  going  to 
>nove  for  lea*vc  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  Ireland.  It  w*  not 
his  intention,  he  faid,  to  troul^le  the  Houfe  with  a  narrative 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  laft  ftffion  on  Iri(h  affairs ;  they 
were  frefh  in  the  memory  of  every  gentleman  :  the  priuci- 

fle  upon  which  ParltPincnt  aftcd  at' that  time,  was  to  give 
relarid  every  fatisfaftion  that  juftice  demanded,  and  that  was 
confifttnt  with  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain.  Thetnode  that 
bad  been  adopted  to  convey  that  fatisfadion  might  not  have 
been  fnch  as  toprevtrnt  all  cavil,  and  take  away  every  pretext 
from  thofe  who  might  have  a  greater  wifh  for  embroifing^ 
than  for  rettling  public  affairs.  Ireland  did  not  deitre,  and 
Would  not  iaccept  of  a  grant  of  rights  from  Great  Britain  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  her  good  fenie,  and  her  regard  for  this 
country,  would  n6t  fufFer  her  to  propofe  or  demand  what 
England  would  not  do,  what  fhe  could  not  do,  without  re- 
cording her  own  fhamc,  namely,  to  declare  that  for  centu- 
.ries  (he  had  cfurped  the  rights  of  Ireland.  As  for  himfclf, 
nothing  was  farther  from  his  intention  than  to  impeach  the 
mode  of  proceeding  of  the  adttiiniftration  under  whofe  direc- 
tion the  Irifli  bufinefs  had  been  conducted  laft  year  ;  he  be- 
lieved that  fincerity  and  wifdoni  had  guided  their  fteps  ;  hut 
fome  untoward  circuittftances  htid  intervened,  toprcvcht  them 
X  from  producing  all  the  good  cfFeft  that  might  have  been  ex- 
pefted  from  rhcm,  particularly  a  late  decifion  in  the  Court  of 
King*sBench  here,  which  had  excited  jealoufies  in  the  brcafts, 
even  ot  the  bcft-intentioned  men  in  Ireland.  In  what  he 
had  juft  faid,  Mr.  Secretary  declared,  nothing  could  be  far- 
ther from  his  meaning,  than  in  any,  the  moft  diftant  man- 
ner even,  to  refleft  on  the  conduft  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  with  regard  to  their  determination 
on  tlic  writ  of  error.  He  was  perfeftly  confcious,  that  the/ 
were  bound  to  a£b  as  they  bad  done ;  that  it  was  not  in  their 

power  legally  to  have  a^ed  otherwife  :  and  that  in  reality* 

what 


A.  1 78 J.  D    E    B    A    T    E    Si    :  i3f 

vhat  they  had  dooc,  did  not  affc£t  the  quQillon  between  tbt 
two  countries.     Ireland  claimed  a  fole  and  excluiive  exercil^ 
of  judicature,  as  well  as  of  legiflation  ;  having  given  up  the 
kgillatioo^  the  judicature  certainly  was  not  worth  contending 
for;  and  therefore,  were  there  not  other  great  and  weighty 
xeaibos  of  policy  and  juftice  in  the  cafe,  he  (Iiould  think 
England  ought,  knowing  what  the  wi(h  of  Ireland  was,  to 
meet  it  chearfuUy  and  readily.     To  lull  thefe  jealou/ics  ;  to 
lay   all  doubts  and  difputes   about  conilitutional  points  faft 
aueep,  fo  that  they  might  never  wake  again,  was  the  ohjtSt 
he  had  in  tiew  ia  the  motion  he  was  going  to  make  ;  and  he 
hoped  that  Ireland  wou^d  reft  fatisfied,  that  in  no  change  of 
affairs  would  England  ever  retrafb that  faith,  which,  in  his  . 
optaion^  fhehad  pledged,  when  (He  repealed  the  6th  of  Geo%  I* 
fully  to  furrender  all  legiflative  and  judicial  authority   over 
IreUnd.     It  was  not  his.wiih  to  enter  then  into  adifcuilion  of 
the   contents   of  the    bill,  which  he   intended  to  bring  in  ; 
when  he  fhould  have  the  honour  of  delivering  it   to   the 
Speaker,  gentlemen  would  thbn  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
how  far  it  went,  and  of  debating  upon  every  part  of  it ;  but 
(or  the  prei'ent  he  wifhed  there  mi^ht  be  no  debate,  it  could 
anfwer  no  good   purpofe  ;  and,  by  refer ving  what  they  had 
to  fay  upon  it  till  the  fit  opportunity,  it  would  be  impofiihle 
for  any  thing,  that  might  be  faid,  to  be  mifconceived  or  rnif* 
rcpre&med,  by  error  of  judgment  on  Jthe  one  hand,  or  malice 
on  the   other.     This  had  been  the  cafe  before  ;  and  words 
dropped  there,  with  the  beil  intention  and  the  faireft  meanings 
had  been  fent  under  a  new  conftruAion,  and  a  conftruAioti 
that  did  not  belong  to  them,  to   a  dlilant  place  ;  the  confe* 
qoence  of  which  milVeprefentation  was,  that  thofe  were  ir- 
ritated and  enfiamed,  who  were  meant  to  he  appeafed  and  gra« 
tificdL     He  wifhed  that  his  motion  might  pafs  unanimoufly, 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  might  fee  that  England  meant  fairi- 
ly  when  ihe  fet  out   to  remove  the  caufes  of  their  jealouiies 
and  difcontents.     Mr.  Town(bend  then  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill   ^^  for  removing  and  preventing  all   doubts 
which  have  arifen,  or  might  arife,  concerning  the  excluiive 
fights  of  the  Parliament  and  Courts  of  Ireland  in  matters  of 
Ju^iflation  and  judicature,  and  for  preventing  any  writ  of 
error,  or  appeal,  from  any  of  his  Majefty's  courts  in  that 
Liogdom,  from  being  received,  heard,  and  adjudged,  in  any 
of  bis  Majefty's  courts  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  fy.Griwulile  (fecretary  to  Lord  Temple)  feconded  the  Mr.  w. 
i^ptioni  he  was  happy  to  find  that  government  had  fo  early,  Crcnvi^i?* 

T  Z  and 
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and   of  their  own  accord  brought  forth   thrs  bufideis  ;  for 
though  he  would  not  lay  how  jcaioufies  had  been   excited  in 
Ireland,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  jealoulies  did  exift  there ; 
and  that  the   late  tranfaftion  in   the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
here,  had  in  no  fmall  degree  contributed  tofpread  them  wide. 
The  neceflity  of  taking  fomc  ftep  that  fliould  anridunt  to 
f  jch  a  prevention,  ftrutk  him  lb  forcibly,  that  he  could  not 
but  rejoice  exceedingly  at  what  he  had  heard  that  day  ;  at 
the  fame  time  he  meant  not  to  fuggefl:  the  fmalleft  impeach- 
ment of  the  meafures  of  government  laft  feffion,  or  of  the 
intention  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  managed  the  bufinefs 
on  the  part  of  Ireland.     The  latter,  he  was  perfe£My  aware, 
meant  to  fcrve  their  country  with  fidelity,  with  zeal,  and  to 
the  full  extent  of  what  they  thought  to  be  her  wifli,  dcfire, 
or  juft  expeftation.     The  Right  honourable  gentleman  alfo, 
who  brought   forward  the  propofition  of  the  17th  of  May, 
meant,  and  he  had  heard  him  a  few  weeks  fince  declare,  he 
meant,  by  a  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  a  full  and  cora- 
pleat  abandonment  of  theexcrcife  of  legiflation   and  judicar 
ture  over  Ireland  ;  and  he  had  ftated  the  reafons,  why  he  h?d 
thought  the  repeal  of  that  aft  the  moft  proper  n)bde  of  fettling 
the  claims  of  Ireland,     He  had  faid,  that  he  meant  not  to 
avow  that  this  country  had  unjuflly  exercifed,  for  a  number 
of  years  paft,  a  righr,  that  fhe  had  not,  becaufe'tbis  country 
v^ould  never  hear  of  fueh  a  humiliating  declaration,  and  bc- 
caufe  Ii-eland  was  too  wife  to  require  her  to  ipake  it.     He  bad 
therefore  aimed  folely  at  granting  Ireland  what  fhe  claimed, 
fuhftantially  and  efFeftually,  and  in  the  manner  that  appeared 
to  him  leail  liable  to  objeftion,  and  leaft  likely  to  giirc  of- 
fence to  either  country.     It  had  fince  appeared,  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  6th  of  George  I.  had  not  pioved  fo  cpmplete  in 
lefFeft  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  expcfted.     The 
lite  decifion  in  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench  had  fct  the  matter 
afloat  again,  and  it  became  neceffary  to  do  fomethJng  more, 
in  order  to  put  an  end  for  ever  to  the  poffibility   of  any  far- 
ther doubt,  and  to  give  Ireland  the  moft  indubitable  pledge 
of  the  good  faith  of  Parliament  iii  regard  to  her  mcaping 
laft  year.     The  meafurc  now  propofed  would  be  that  ir;du.  i- 
table  pledge,  and  if  any  thing  could  enhance  its  value,  in 
the  eyes  of  Ireland,  it  muft  be  the  handfome,  liberal^  and 
^lagnanimous  manner  in  which  it  w^s  taken^     At  a  moment 
when  the  profpeft  of  peace  was  before  us,  when  this  coun.try 
'    firas  rifins:  out  of  her  difticulties,  wit^iout  any  confideration 
ft  the -i|»prQyenKi>t  of  her  owf}  condUion,  wilhcmt>regard- 
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ing  the  fituatton  of  other  powers,  for  government  to  come 
forward,  and  liftening  to  the  voiec  of  Ireland,  immediately 
to  meet  her  dcfircs,  and  gratify  them  to  the  fullcft  extent, 
wa$aa  inftance  of  magnanimity  that  could  not  but  warm  the 
beans  of  oar  fellow -fuhjcfts  acrofs  St.  George's  channel, 
and  excite  the  admiration  of  all  the  world.  Mr.  Grenville 
fpoke  for  fome  time  with  great  eloquence  on  this  circum- 
iiaDce,  on  the  near  relation  of  Ireland  to  England,  and  ou 
the  mutuality  of  their  intcrcfts;  and  having  fnewn  that  ilic 
profpcrity  and  advcrfity  of  each  mufl  neccUarily  he  mutual, 
faid  he  flattered  himfclf  that  the  motion,  that  had  been  made 
by  his  right  honourable  friend,  would  meet  with  the  una- 
nimous concurrence  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Edtn  rofe  next.     He  faid,  that  when  Mr.  Fox's  pro-  Wr. 

pofiuons    were  difcuflcd  on  the    17th   of  May   laft,  ho  had 

ventured  ro  declare  his  belief,  that  thof(f  propofiiions  would 

be  fati&faftory  to  Ireland,  and  his  opinion,  that  they  ought 

to  be  fafisfaftory.     He  had  not  feen  any  early  reafon  to 

bcUcvc  himfclf  miilaken  in  either  idea;  for  the  Irilb  Houfe 

of  Commons,  on  learning  what  h-id   that  day  pjlfed,  had 

TOictf  an    addrefs   to  the    King    (with   on'y  two  dlffcntin'^ 

yoiccs),  in  which  they  aflured  his  Majefty,  "  that  no  con- 

ftitt  iFonal   qucftion  between  the  nations  would  any  longer 

exift,"     A  cfiffatisfaftion  had  fomehow  lincc  arifcn,  but  he 

Ail!  continued  to  think,  that  it  ought  not  to  have  arifen^  and 

the  bafinefs  of  the  day  was  the  beft  proof  that  it  ought  not; 

for  it  Ihcwed,  beyond  a  poffible  doubt,  not  merely  the  good 

faith,  but  the  induftrious  anxiety  of  England,   to  gratify 

Ireland  in  the  point  of  free  legiflation.     The  Houre  were 

not  founding  their  aft  on  any  conditutional,  or  authenticated 

information,  but  on   the  rumours  of  pamphlets  and  newf> 

pipers;  they  were  fhcwing  themfelves  more  ready  to  hear» 

than  Ireland  could  be  to  pray  ;   the  Irifh  ingenuity  in  raifing 

doubts,  was  outftript  by   the  Englifh  alacrity  in  removing 

?vcry  imaginable  caufe  of  doubt. 

He  added,  however,  that  he  was  far  from  meaning,  either 
toci^prefs  or  ponv^y  any  cenfurc,  ciiher  of  the  ingenuity  of 
the  indivrduals  who  had  raifcd  the  doubt,  or  of  the  jealous 
feniibflity  of  the  peonle  who  bad  adopted  it.  A  doubt  ori- 
ginated, by  the  noble  Lord,  with  whom  he  had  lived  twenty 
mrs  in  habits  of  frlcndflilp,  forcibly  ftated  in  Ireland,  by 
the  legal  precifion  of  Mr.  Walflie,  fupported  by  the  admi- 
rable-and  unw^aricd  abilities  of  Mr,  Flood,  and  couiUt> 
faoccd  by  the  manly  prinaefs  and  eminent  integrity  of  rho 

Recorder 
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Recorder  of  Dublin,  was  certainly  not  to  be  treated  other"* 
wife  than  with  rcfpeft.  Mr.  Eden  ibcn  dated  the  nature  o^ 
the  fuppofed  doubt,  its  national  tendency  to  engage  popular 
attention,  and  the  prudence  of  anticipating  the  defires  of 
Ireland,  if  the  King's  miniftcrs  were  prepared  with  a  bill  really 
adequate  to  that  purpofe.  He  wiflied,  however,  that  the 
bufinefs  had  been  accompanied  byfomething  more  than  that 
profpcft  of  peace  which  had  been- mentioned  by  Mr.  Gren- 
villc;  nothing  indeed  was  wanting  to  give  it  full  grace  and 
^  energy,  but  a  third  letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
communicating  the  condufion  of  preliminaries ;  fucha^ let- 
ter would  have  cut  op,  by  the  roots,  the  ungenerous,  un- 
manly, and  ill-founded  notion,  that  Ireland  owed  thefe  re- 
peated.  attentions  to  the  weaknefs  and  embarraifments  of 
£ngland.  He  felt  himfelf  difpofed  ever  to  think,  and  to 
fpeak  of  Ireland  with  gratitude,  with  afFe£lion,  and  with 
rcCfc&.;  but  he  did  not  think  her  at  this  hour  an  objeA  of 
fear  to  any  nation  under  the  fun  ;  flie  neither  had,  nor  would 
have  her  due  importance  in  the  great  Tcale  of  the  globe,  till 
(he  could  be  induced  to  think  herfeif  fecure  in  quitting  po- 
litics, and  purfuing  commerce  ;  it  was  his  obje£l  and  wilh  to 
forward  for  her  that  happy  and  important  moment. 

He  never  had  admitted,  nor  would  admit,  that  Ireland 
owed  her  acquifitions  to  the  battalions  of  her  volunteers, 
farther  than  as  the  volunteers  were  underftood  to  exprcfs  the 
general  fenfe  of  the  nation.  His  deference  in  thefe  matters 
had  been  paid,  not  to  their  Englifli  firelocks,  bqt  to  their 
Irifti  unanimity ;  he  would  have  paid  at  leaft  an  equal  de- 
ference to  as  many  farmers  or  manufa£turers,  with  the  iffl* 
plements  of  their  induftry  in  their  hands. 

The  infinuation  was  not  only  ungenerous  and  untrue,  but 
It  was  unwife;  if  the  concefiions  were  the  forced  fruits  of 
Great  Britain^s  embaraflmcnts,  what  would  be  the  natural 
fruits  of  her  returning  profperity  }  Ireland  ought  theA  to 
found  and  reft  her  fecurity^  where  (he  fafely  might,' on  th^ 
bails  of  national  wifdom,  national  afFc£lion,  and  national 
faith.  '         • 

The  honourable  gentleman  next  ftatcd  and  avowed  hi? 
opinion,  that  it  was  for  the  intcreft  of  an  empire  tliat  a  fu- 
premacy  of  legiilation  over  all  its  conftituent  parts ;fIiouId 
refide  within  tfae  metropolis  or  feat  of  the  empire ;  but  from 
the  hour  that  he  had  felt  the  unhappy  necefCty  of  quitdng 
that  poiition,  in  regard  to  the  diftant  dependencies  of  the 
Brkilb  empire,  he  had  felt  and  urged  the  expediency  of  re- 

I  nouncing 
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nouncing  it  alfo  in  regard  to  Ireland.     He  bad  not  been  (b 
dearly  convinced  of  the  expediency  of  abolilhing  the  ap- 
pellant jurifdidion,  becaufc  he  thought  it  beneficial  to  Ire- 
land ;  b^t  the  reprefentatives  of  Ireland  thinking  otherwife^ 
ht  bad  acquiefced.     Still  lefs  had  he  been  fatisned  with  the 
alteration  of  Poyning*s  Law,  by  which  all  power  of  cor* 
itAing  Irifh  bills,  in  either  council;  was  abolifhed,  and  an 
extreme  probability  admitted  of  the  two  kingdoms  frequently 
mding  laws  totally  adterfe  to  each  other.    He  reminded  Mr. 
Fox,  that  be  had  confented  to  that  in  the  confidence  only  of 
neafbres  being  taken,  purfuant  to  the  refolutions  and  addrefs, 
fo  efiablifh  the  connexion  of  the  two  kingdoms  on  a  firm 
and  permanent  bails. 

He  added,  that  fome  fuch  meafures  were  now  becoming 
Unavoidably  neceiTary.  Mr.  Yelverton*s  bill  had  adopted 
only  fuch  ftatntes,  mutually  aiFefting  the  two  kingdoms,  as 
were  then  exifting;  and  many  under  that  dcfcription  would 
expire  at  the  clofe  of  the  war,  though  they  muft  be  renewed 
in  any  future  war.  There  were  alfo  many  other  temporary 
Itatutcs;  and  in  this  queftion  not  only  the  conduct  of  the 
Conns  of  Admiralty,  the  interefts  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, the  fifherics,  the  light-houfes,  Greenwich  hofpital, 
and  the  regulations  of  the  navigation  a£^,  would  be  found 
involred,  but  many  greater  interefts  of  more  eifential  im- 
portance. He  was  willing  and  delirous  to  leave  thefe  great 
objeds  of  attention  to  thofe  who  poffefled  the  confidence  of 
his  Majefty,  and  the  confidence  of  Parliament ;  but  he  hoped 
and  trufted,  for  the  fake  both  of  Ireland  and  England,  and 
for  the  perpetual  peace  and  quiet  of  the  two  kingdoms,  that 
they  would  not  be  neglefted. 

Colonel  Fitzpatrick  faid,  that  he  by  no  means  rofc  to  give  Colonel 
any  objeftion  to  the  bill  moved  for  by  the  honourable  Secre-  Fii»patrkk 
tary.  There  was  only  one  expreffion  which  he  owned  he 
found  fault  with,  and  that  was,  that  there  were  doubts  and 
jealoufies  fubfifling  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  knew  of 
no  fuch  doubts  and  jealoufies,  and  that  Houfe  knew  of  none. 
There  had  not  come  to  their  knowledge,  by  any  petition, 
memorial,  or  repreftntation  whatever,  any  account  of  thefe 
jealoufies,  and  therefore,  without  meaning  to  objeft  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  motion,  he  did  not  think  it  was 
either  wife  orfaiutary  to  fay  that  this  bill  was  to  be  brought 
in,  and  this  explanation  given  on  account  of  jealoufies.  Un- 
doubtedly it  would  not  be  wife  to  take  the  refolutions  made 
at  taverns,  and  the  ftori^ss  printed  in  the  ncwfpapers,  as  proofs 

that 
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that  the  nation  entertained  jcaloufics.  If  they  did  this,  they 
would  never  know  where  to  ftop ;  for  they  would  always  find 
there  would  ftart  up  fome  few  individuals,  who  would,  by 
weak  pretexts,  and  under  various  maiks,  endeavour  to  raifc 
clamours  as  diftinct  from  the  voice  oF  the  nation,  as  the 
purpoCc  which  they  had  in  view  was  dillinfl  from  (he  true 
intercfts  of  the  country. 

He  believed  that  there  was  no  jcaloufy  at  this  tinaefubfift- 
ing  in  the  kingdom. of  Ireland.  He  entertained  the  grcateft 
confidence  in  the  loyal  difpolTiiion  of  the  people  of  iJiai 
country,  and  believed  that  they  were  moft  fincetely  and  an- 
;)cioully  l>cnt  ou  the  maintenance  of  that  foiid.  ffiendfhif^ 
and  perfed  equality,  which  the  meafure  of  laft  feiliaa  had 
cftablilhed.  The  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  was  never 
intended  as  a  fecurity  to  the  Irifh  againft  the  intrcdudioa 
of  appeals  ana  writs  of  error  into  our  courts.  The  right  of 
the  decifion  of  writs  of  error  in  the  Britifh  courts  w^s  never 
denied  by  the  Irilh  lawyers,  and  it  was  therefore  a  right  to 
be  conceded.  As  foon,  therefore,  as  the  Iriih  legiflature  was 
declared  by  the  a£l  of  iail  feiiion  t )  be  independent,  they  paiTcd 
dn  aft,  prohibiting  any  farther  appeals  or  writs  of  error  from 
being  fent  to  the  Britim  courts.  This  was  done,  and  this  was 
coniidered  as  amply  fufficient;  but  fmce  that  time,  on  accoiint 
of  the  decifion  of  an  Iriih  caufe  in  the  court  of  King^s  Beochj 
it  might  be  proper  to  pafs  an  aft  here,  declaring  that  no  other 
caufes  fhould  be  entertained.  This  could  not  be  wrons^^  and 
it  might  do  good.  The  cuftom  of  appeal  to  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  courts  of  England  by  the  writ  of  error,  was  coeval 
with  the  conftitution  of  Ireland,  confequently  it  neither  ori- 
ginated in  the  Declaratory  aft  (the  6th  of  George  the  Firfl)i 
nor  was  it  taken  away  by  the  repeal  of  that  aft.  The^ableft 
kwyers  in  Ireland  were,  he  faid,  of  opinion,  that  it  was  as 
old  as  the  common  law  of  the  land,  and  therefore  he  con-* 
ceived,  that  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  had  thought  it  ne^ 
ccfTary  to  pafs  a  fpecial  aft  laft  fcfRon  for  the  regulation  of 
it  in  future.  This  made  fonic  bill  to  repeal  the  aft  yet  in 
force,  which  obliged  the  courts  of  law  here  to  receive  and 
proceed  to  decide  upon  any  caufc  fo  brought  before  themj 
Dcccfl'^ry  to  be  brought  in.  As  the  matter  ftood  at  prcfent, 
it  was  involved  in  ablurdity  ;  the  Englifli  courts  were  bound 
by  law  to  receive  a  writ  of  error  from  Ireland,  although  all 
their  proceedings  upon  fuch  writ  were  rendered  nugatory, 
and  of  noefFeft  in  Ireland,  by  a  late  aft  of  the.Irifb  parlia- 
ment.   Had  a  bill  to  (et  this  to  rights  been  propofcd,  Mr. 
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Fitzptrick  faid,  he  fhould  have  thought  governmf  nt  afied 
properly  ;  nor  fiiould  he  have  confidercd  it  at  all  incxpe«- 
dieoty  had  an  explanation  of  the  intentions  of  England  in 
the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  been  inferted  in  fuch  a 
bill;  but  he  conld  by  no  means  admit,  that  it  was  either 
wife,  neceifaryy  or  even  warrantable  to  bring  in  a  bill  on  the  * 

gmand  of  removing  jealoufies  and  difcontents  that  had  ariien 
on  the  interpretation  of  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  the 
Firft.     He  begged  to  know  to  what  paper  on  their  table  that 
Houfe  was  to  refer  for  a  proof  of  the  exiftence  of  any  fuch 
difcontents   and  jealoufies }     At  the  fame  time  he  muft  fay^ 
both  for  the  Government  that  palTed  the  aft  of  laft  feflion,  as 
well  as  for  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland^with  whom  they  treated 
for  the  condufion  of  the  quefllon,  that  the  manner  In  which 
it  was  done,  was  refolved  on  after  mature  deliberation,  an  J 
after  weighing  all  poffible  modes  which  could  be  taken.   That 
it  was  agreeable  totbr  Irifh  nation,  appeared  from  the  famous 
addreis  which  had  been  already  adverted  to;  and  which  ntight 
be  faid  to  have  paiTed  unanimoofly,  as  thcire  were  only  two 
diflentient  voices  to  the  memorable  expreffion,  •*  that  after 
granting  tbefe  things,  there  could  no  longer  rehiain  any  con- 
ftitutional  queftion  between  the  two  countries/'     That  there 
fliould  be  fome  murmuring  in  certain  perfons  in  Ireland,  ^ 
notwithfianding  all  that  had  been  done  laft  year,  was  regard* 
ed  by  the  preient  Adminiftration  as  a  matter  of  alarm  and  a 
matter  of  furprize  — >  to  him  the  afpcd  of  it  was  extremely 
difiercnt.     Let  any  gentleman  maturely  weigh  the  whole  of 
the  cafe  !  Let  him  recoUefl  the  fharp  and  acrimonious  con- 
tcft  for  power,  that  had  fo  long^  fubfifted  between  the  two 
countries  !  Let  him  coniider  what  Ireland  had  extorted  from 
one  Minifter !  (He  ufed  the  word  extorted,  becaufe  when 
he  (aw  a  Minifter  give  with  a  profufe  hand  one  year,  what, 
when  but  fparingly  and  humbly  alked,  he  had  denied,  the 
year  l)efore,  he  could  coniider  it  in  hootherpointof  view  than 
as  a  conceffion  extorted.)     Laftly,  let  him  turn  his  thoughts 
back  to  what  Ireland  had  gained  in  the  month  of  May  laft, 
and  be  was  perfuade^^  the  gentleman  who  duly  confidered 
thefe  things  would  fee,  that  the  prefent  difcontents  and  jea- 
loufies (allowing  for  a  moment  that  they  exifted)  were  only 
the  natural  coniequenccs  of  what  he  had  ftated,  as  having 
prepuied  them.     The  minds  of  men  in  Ireland  had  been,  as 
it  were,  fermented  and  worked  up  into  a  kind  of  political 
fever  ;  and  he  that  expcfted  that  they  would  lubfide  altoge- 
ther in  an  ioftant^  and  grow  every  where  perfcQly  calm  and 
Vol..  IX-  U  tcm- 
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temperate,  muft  be  equally  unacquainted  with  the  flate,  hu« 
iDours,  and  fenfations  of  the  body  politic  and  the  body  na* 
turaU    It  was  naturally  to  be  imagined,  that  there  would  be 
in.  that  country,  as  there  muft  be  in  all  countries,  certaia 
refilefs  fpifits,  to  yvhom  the  return  of  peace  and  order  muft 
be  unfavourable.    That  fuch  men  fhould  be  ready  to  propa* 
gate  ftories  and  fufpicions  was  not  ftrange ;  and  it  was  no 
ways  to  be  wondered  at,  if  by  their  addreis  and  cunning  they 
jQiould  bring'  over  a  certain  fet  of  men  to  liften  to  them* 
But  was  a  wife  and  prudent  Government  to  call  fuch  da* 
mours  the  voice  of  the  nation  }  Certainly  not :  and  he  there- 
fore wifhed  that  on  the  prefent  occafion  there  had  not  been 
any  mention  made  of  the  jealoufies  of  the  Irifh  nation. 
J^rd  Beau.      Lord  Beauchamf  faid,  that  having  given  notice  before  the 
cktmp.       holidays,,  that  he  intended  to  move  fome  prQpbiitions  relative 
to  Ireland,  it  might  be  expeAed-  that  he  (hould  fay  a  few 
words  on  this  occafion  :  he  was  always  much  more  attached 
to  meafures  than  to  men ;  and  as  he  found  that  what  he  in- 
tended to  have  done  was  now  taken  up  by  perfons  who  could 
much  more  efFe£lually  ^o  through  the  bufmefs  than  he  could, 
he  fhould  rejoice  at^  feemg  that  done,  which  he  was  of  opi- 
nion ought  to  be  done ;  and  his  pleafure  on  this  occaiion  was 
not  the  lefs  fincere^  becaufe  be  had  been  deprived  of  the  op* 
portunity  of  doing  that  good  which  he  intended.    That  there 
were  jealoufies  in  Ireland  was  not  to  be  doubted ;  that  there 
Hvere  grounds  for  thefe  jealoufies  was  an  incontrovertible  pro* 
pofition  :  ^he  right  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken 
laft  had  made  it  appear  evident;  although  he  did  notexpeft 
to  hear  from  that  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  grievances 
or  jealoufies  of  a  tiation  could  not  be  coUeAed  from  refolu* 
tions  made  at  taverns,  and  pnblifhed  in  newfpapers ;  he  did 
notexpeft  to  hear  this  faid  by  him  :  but  he  had  faid  that  the 
'writ  of  error  from  Ireland,  returnable  into  the  King's  Bench 
of  England,  was  coeval  with  the  conftitution  of  Ireland ;  it 
was  impoflible,  therefore,  that  the  mere  repeal  of  the  6th  of 
Geo.  I.  could  take  this  writ  away  :  now,  if  it  did  not  take 
it  away,  with  what  truth:  in  argument  could  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  fay,  that  this  country  had  fully  and 
completely  furrendered  every  legiflative,  every  judicial  jurif- 
diAion  over  Ireland.     But  the  right  honourable  member 
would  fay^  **  it  was  only  of  the  appellant  jurifdidion  of  the 
Uoufe  of  Lords  that  the  Irifh  complamcd.'*     To  what  did  a 
writ  of  error  brought  into  the  King^s- Bench  here  ultimately 

tend  ?  Why,  to  eftablifli  that  very  appellant  jnrifdi&ion  of 
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^  • 

the  Britiih  Hoalb  of  Lords,  of  which  the  Irifh  had  com- 
plained ;  for  no  man  could  doubt  but  the  party,  who,  in  the  ^ 
appeal  to  the  King's-Bench  Ihould  think  himfelf  aggrieved^ 
was  by  law  entitled  to  take  out  a  writ  of  error  returnable  in 
Parliament;  and  thus  the  Englifh  Lords  come  once  more 
into  pofleifion  of  that  very  judicial  jufifdifiion  'which  the 
light  honourable  gentleman  would  have  the  Irilh  erroneoufly 
believe  had  been  fully  furrendcred  up  to  them.     His  Lord* 
(hip  took  up  the  other  branch  of  jurifdi^lion  —  the  legifla- 
ttve  ;  and  he  maintained^  that  the  Irifh  had  been  as  much. 
deceived  in  this  point  as  in  the  former :  for  though  it  was 
faid,  and  erroneoufly  faid,  that  the  rights  of  England  over 
Ireland  in  matters  of  legiflation  had  been  furrendered,  fcarce 
three  weeks  had  pafled,  when  the  Englifh  Parliament  legif- 
lated  for  Ireland,  by  pafling  an  a£t  prohibiting  the  cxporta« 
tion  of  blocks  ufed  inxallico-printing ;  in  this  a£l,  Ireland 
was  exprefsly  named,  notwithftanding  the  very  recent  ap«' 
peal  of  the  6th  of  Geoige  L     Had  not  the  Irifh  a  juft  caufc  < 
for  being  alarmed  at  this  breach  of  faith  with  them  ?  But 
was  this  the  only  inftance  of  attempting  to  leglfiate  forlre^ 
land  r  No  —  for  that  kingdom  was  exprefsly  named  in  the 
aft  which  opened  the  Britifli  ports  for  the  importation  of  fu- 
^rs,  &c.  the  produce  of  St.  Kitt's,  and  other  late  Britifh 
jflands  ia  the  Weft-Indies.     Surely  an  attempt  •  to  open  the 
port^  of  a  kingdom  was  one  of  the  higheft  a£ts  of  fovereigti 
power  ;  and  yet  this  power  the  Britifh  Parliament  had  af* 
fumed,  juft  after  they  had,  in  the  opinion  of  the  right  ho« 
Dourable  gentleman,  furrendered  all  legiilatlve  authority  over 
Ireland,     Was  it  unnatural  then  that  jealoufies  (hould  fub- 
iift  in  that  country  ?  He  was  very  willing  to  allow,  that  in 
tfaefe  cafes  the  word  Ireland  had  flipped  in  b^  overfight,  and 
that  it  had  pafTed  the  Houfe  through  that  indifference  and 
inattention  which  but  too  ftrongly  prevailed.     He  did  not 
doubt  the  fincerity  of  their  intentions,  but  the;  matter  might 
naturally  excite  diflurbance  in  Ireland.     And  if  none  of  all 
this  had  been  done,  a  tranfaftion  had  taken  place  at  the  clofe 
of  the  taft  feflion,  which  of  itfelf  might  well  excite  jealou* 
fies,  and  ktcp  them  alive ;  for  a  noble  Lord  in  the  tipper 
Hottfe  had  read  in  his  place  a. bill,'  which  he  faid  he  would  at 
another  period  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  ;  which  bill  pro* 
pofed  to  refumc  and  maintain  the  right  of  England  to  legif- 
late  externally  for  Ireland.     Were  the  people  of  that  coun- 
try to  be  the  fjport  and  caprice  of  every. man  ?  Were  they 
to  have  no  other  tenure;^  no  other  fecurity  for  their  rights, 

U  2  than» 
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than  tbe  conftruftion  of  lave,  than  the  mere  repeal  of  a  De- 
claratory aft  ?  Which  repeal,  according  to  the  interpretation 
CTen  of  the  gentleman  who  flood  up  fo  ftrenuoufly  for  this 
propolition,  **  that  England  had  fully  and  completely  Cur- 
renHcred  all  Icgiflative  and  judicial  jurifdiftion  over  Ireland,'* 
left  the  writ  of  error  to  the  King's-Bench  here,  and  the  con- 
fequent  eventual  appeal  to  the  Lords  of  England,  precifely 
where  it  found  them.  If  this  was  the  cafe,  and  he  called 
upon  any  Member  to  difprove  it,  what  fecurity  had  the 
people  of  Ireland  againft  a  revival  of  the  power  of  legiflation, 
and  the  right  of  judicature  ?  Surely  fomething  more  than  a 
conftruftion  of  law  was  neceilary  ;  a  record  on  the  journals 
of  Parliament,  which  (hould  prevent  any  future  generation 
from  explaining  away  the  intention  of  the  legillature  of  this 
day,  would  be  necel&ry  ;  this  and  this  alone  would  fuffice. 
That  the  Parliament  of  Irelanti.  would  deem  it  difrefpeftful 
tVat  any  thing  (hould  be  done  in  England,  while  they  were 
not  fittmg  to  allay  jealouiies,  which  they  were  faid  to  have 
declared  had  entirely  fubfided,  was  trifling  and  puerile  ;  for 
ic  could  hot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Parliament  would  take  of- 
fence at  any  meafure,  the  fole  tendency  of  which  wa?  to  give 
efficacy  to  the  claims  of  rights  which  they  had  urged  to  this  ' 
country*  But  had  that  Parliament  really  declared  that  all 
jealouiy  had  fubfided  }  The  addreifes  of  lx>th  Houfes  differ* 
cd  efTentially ;  and  that  from  the  Lords  particularly  mentioned 
the  renunciation  not  of  the  rights,  but  of  all  claims  of  En* 
gland  over  Ireland:  now  if  claims  were  fet  up,  and  they 
were  not  oqly  fet  up,  but  afTerted  in  the  feveral  indances  he 
had  mentioned,  coiild  it  be  fuppofed  that  tlie  Irifh  Parlia^ 
inent  would  (hew  nojcaloufy  at  their  meeting?  Was  it  not 
therefore  wife  and  prudent  in  Minifters  to  s^vail  themfelves 
of  the  prefent  circumflance,  when  one  Parliament  is  fitting 
and  rhe  other  not,  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  would  efF^dually 
.  ilifle  all  jealoufy,  atid  draw  from  the  Parliament  of  Ireland, 
at  their  next  meeting,  addrefles  of  affedion,  of  kindnefs,  of 
generofity,  inftead  of  gloomy  and  reffpntful  rcmonftrances  ? 
Opt,  Fin.  Colonel  f^itzpatnck  iaidt  he  certainly  had  no  objection  to 
f>aKick.  the  bill  moved  for  by  the  Right  Hon.  Secretary,  as  far  as  it 
related  to  the  appeals  from  Ireland  ;  bat  if  it  was  thought 
neceffary  that  this  country  (hould  exprefsly  renounce  the  ju- 
rifdiAion  over  Ireland,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  bring 
in  a  feparate  bill  for  that  purpo'e.  As  to  the  nobk  Lord 
who  had  juft  (at  down,he  would  read  to  him  a  paragraph  from 
9  printed  letter^  faid  to  be  written  by  a  noble  member  of  that 

4  Hoiife, 
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Houfe,  (Lord  Beanchamp  himfelf  to  the'Belfaft  volunteer^.]  ^ 
ia  which  the  noble  writer  faid,  **  if  the  people  .acquiefcc  in 
what  has  been  done,  my  lips  are  clofed  for  ever  on  the  fub* 
jefL;"  ibe  people  had  acquiefced  in  what  had  beendone,  and' 
therefore  one  could  fcarcely  have  expcded  to  fee  the  noble 
Lcrd  mn  a  race  with  the  Minifter,  to  try  who  Ihould  firft 
open  lips  on  the  fnbjeft.  » 

Mr.  Grcnvllk  rofe  to  infornf  Colonel  Fitxpatrick,  that  he  M**-  C»«»* 
bad  roifapprehended  the  motion  in  one  particular.     It  did  not  ^*^^* 
ftatc  that  there  had  arifen  jealoufies  in  Ireland ;.  the  words 
were  fimply  to  remove  doubts  that  had  arii'en,  or  that  might 
arife. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe,  not^  he  faid,^to  pppofe  or  cenfure  the  pre-  Mt.  F«c. 
icfit  motion  by  any  means.  It  might  appear  to  fome  men's 
minds  extremely  expedient ;  to  others  it  was  evidently  right,' 
and  Indicated  a  degree  of  neceffity,  of  which,  however,  for 
one  he  was  clear  to  own  he  did  not  fee  the  ground.  But  as 
a  meafure,  of  which  he  did  not  perceive  any  either  very  good 
or  bad  confequences,  he  would  not  give  it  an  oppofltion  ;  at 
the  fame  time  he  trufted,  no  member  would  confider  it  as 
refnlting  from  what  had  pafled  in  that  Houfe  laft  year,  rela- 
tive to  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  Whoever  would  now  come 
forward,  and  arraign  that  wife,  thatfalutary,  an<}  important 
meafure,  as  producing  grievances  which  now  required  the 
intcrfereoce  of  the  legiflature,  he  would  deliver  it  as  his 
opinion,  did  not  underftand  the  bufinefs.  He  had  *  every 
reafon  to  be  convinced,  as  he  certainly  was  in.  the  fulleft 
manner,  that  the  meafure  to  which  he  alluded  produced  the 
moft  fubftantial  and  univerfal  fatisfaAion  throughout  the 
wfiole  kingdom  of  Ireland.  It  was  impoflible  but  it  muft 
have  been  as  he  had  ftated  it.  Did  the  requidtlon  of  Ireland 
ejcteod  to  a  fiagle  point  which  had  not  by  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment been  granted  to  them,  and  granted  to  them  in  the  moft 
uneqaivocal  and  explicit  terms  ?  Did  not  the  repeal  of  the 
aA  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  demonftrate  that  this  country 
was  far  from  claiming  any  jurifdi£tion  over  them  ?  Was  not 
this  repeal  moft  happily  conneAed  with  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftanccs  which  went  to  the  fame  efFeft  ?  Had  his  Majefly's 
Minifters,  for  the  (ime  being,  calculated  erroneoufly,  or 
proceeded  on  thefe  principles,  without  mature  confideration  ? 
Their  plan  was,  however,  fufiiciently  juftiiied  by  the  event. 
What  was  the  language  of  Ireland  at  that  time  ?  Did  not 
the  whole  kingdom  breathe  the  moft  heart^felt  gratitude  ? 
He  Wfis  Dcrfuaidcd  ihe  friend^  of  tl^e  bill  propoled  by  the 
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Right  Honourable  Secretary  would  not,  therefore.  Impute  it 
to  that  meafure,  or  hold  up  the  one  as  an  amendment  or 
completioQ  of  the  other,  This^  in  bis. opinion,  would  be 
a£ting  unfairly  and  unjuftly  ;  as  the  complaints  of  Ireland^ 
{o  far  as  they  then  went,  had  been,  even  in  their  own  ideas, 
fatisfaftorily  anfwcred.  It  was  true,  a  reference,  by  writs  of 
error  to  the  Court  of  King's- Bench  in  this  country,  was  not 
.  included  in  a  full  renunciation  of  her  rights  of  fupreme  jurif- 
diftionover  IreUnd,  neither  was  it  demanded  of  us  by  them. 
It  was  very  wdl  if  their  defires  and  petitions  were  granted  whea 
put.  The  Addrefs,  as  tranfmitted  from  Ireland,  fully  evinced 
the  reception  which  the  refolves  and  decrees  of  the  Britifh  Le* 

fiilature  met  with  from  them.  Thefe  were  colleded  by  the 
arliamentof  Ireland,  who  were  certainly  competent  judges 
of  their  fincerity  and  expedience.  The  plain  Englifli,  there- 
fore, of  there  being  ftill  foracthirig  more  neccffary  than  had 
yet  been  done,  and  that  the  doubts  and  difcontents  of  the  Irilh 
were  the  grounds  of  the  prefent  motion,  was.  That  we  knowr 
what  the  people  of  Ireland  think,  and  how  they  feel  better 
than  their  own  Parliament  does ;  and  though  their  Parliament 
ihould  think  them  pleafed,  we  know  they  are  not ;  they 
are  full  of  doubts  and  diffidence,  in  fo  much  that  an  aft  of 
the  Britifh  legiflature  is  flill  neceiikry  to  allay  their  fears,  and 
p^rfuade  them  that  our  intentions  are  ilncere  and' liberal.  He 
thought  this  a  flrange  mode  of  reafoning,  bu^  was  forry  00 
other  could  well  account  for  the  prefent  inotion.  It  was,  in 
his  apprehenlion,  doing  violence  to  human  nature,  as  he  was 
certain  confidence  could  never  refultfrom  any  exertion  of  the 
Legiflature.  It  was,  in  its  own  nature,  voluntary.  Apro- 
f uiion  of  profei&ons  never  had,  and  he  would  venture  to  pre* 
di6t,  never  would,  either  produce  or  confirm  it.  It  did  not 
become  an  Englifli  Parliament  to  interfere  about<  the  appeals 
in  matters  of  right,  by  writs  of  error.  This  was,  inhisopi* 
nion,  competent  only  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  who,  by 
the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  were  virtually  invefted  with 
full  powers  to  regulate  every  domeflic  inconvenience  accord* 
ing  to  their  own  difcretion,  without  the  control  of  any  power 
on  .earth.  This  they  bad  adually  done,  and  a  bill  for  the 
pur]>ofe  had  received  the  royal.alTent.  Any  thing  farther  did 
not,  therefore,  flrike  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  in  the 
fmallcft  degree  efTcntial  or  indifpeniible,  either  to  their  gene* 
ral  content  or  convenience.  It  was  not  his  deiign  to  go  far- 
ther into  the  bulinefs.  He  was  led  thus  far  from  the  ft  rain  of 
fpcaking  adapted  by  the  fevcral  honourable  gentlemen  who  had 

already. 
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already  fpoke.    Ill  as  ibme  might  think  it  became  him,  he, 
ootwithftanding,  would  hazard  pne  advice  to  his  Majefty^ 
Miniftcrs ;  it  was^  that  this  bofiDcfs  mnft  have  an  end  ibme«i 
time  or  other  ;  and  the  queftion  now  was^  how  to  draw  the 
lioey  or  where  would  it  ht  poffible  for  them  to  ftop  i    It  wat 
madneis  to  imagine,  that  any  meafure  whatever  could  not, 
aiid  would  not  be  cavilled  at.    The  people  of  Ireland,  like 
all  other  people  in  fimilar  circumftancet^  would  fpeculate  on 
public  affairs.    £ut  furely  ail  rumours  were  not  objefU  of  im- 
portance enough  to  intereft  the  attention  of  that  Houfe,  or 
when  they  did,  no  man  could  imagine  that  any  ftatute,  or 
preamble  to  a.  ftatute,    or  form  whatever,  would  totally 
fupprefs  them.    But  the  honourable  gentleman  begged  he 
might  not  be  mifunderftood  on  the  other  iide  of  the  water^ 
as  if  he  retained  any  wi(h  for  fupporting  the  fupremacy  of 
Great  Britain.    His  (entiments  on  that  head  were  well  knowo« 
He  only  wifhed  that  Minifters  would  come  to  the  reiblution 
of  making  a  ftand  fomewhere,  that  they  would  take  the  moft 
permanent  ftation  in  their  power,  and  by  their  condufi  put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  party,  prejudice,  or  any  other  bad  prin- 
ciple,  to  mifrepreient  their  meaning,  or  doubt  their  fincerity* 
Rcafon,  equity,  juftice,  and  expediency,  were  niotives  which  ' 
could  never  be  miftaken ;  and  whenever  they  aiTumed  tbefe 
for  the  grounds  of  their  fyftem,  it  would  prove  a  folid  and  ef- 
fe£tivc  one*     But  he  trufted  no  latent  defigns  againft  the  * 
rights  and  liberties  of  any  fubjeds  to  the  Crown,  would  over 
be  ferioufly  imputed  to  a  Britilh  Miniftry.     He  vowed  to^ 
God  he  would  rather  relinquifh  the  dependence  on  the  Crowa 
of  England  altogether,  than  fee  them  fubjefied  to  it  by  force 
of  arms.    There  was  a  poidt,  he  had  always  ieen,  where  we 
ought  to  have  ftopped  with  America.    This  might  ferve  as  a 
waming  how  we  let  ourfelves  down,  or  lelTened  the  dignity 
and  coniequence  of  Parliament,  by  bringing  matters  under  its 
cognizance  which  were  beneath  its  attention.    He  was  there- 
fore  not  a  little  anxious  that  an  end  were  put  to  this  kind  of 
bnfinefs,  and  that  it  were  fufficiently  undei-ftood  on  both  iidet 
of  the  water,  that  the  Engliih  Parliament  had  come  to  fome 
final  refolution.    It  had  been  frequently  imputed  to  him,  that 
his  oppoiition  was  rather  to  men  than  meafures.     He  had 
wiihed  to  meet  that  idea,  as  he  frankly  confeiled  himfelf  not 
endowed  with  fuch  talents  as  were  fufficiently  calculated  to 
diftinguifh  between  men  an^  meafures.     Moft  people^    of 
whom  he  was  one,  were  very  apt  to  jud^  of  the  a&ions  by 
what  they  knew  of  the  mttu    This  buiutefs  had  been  very) 

fully 
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full^  difcuiTed  laft  year,  and  thbfe  moft  nearly  rnterefted  had 
ligniiied  the  moft  pcrfeft  and  entire  acquieiceoce  in  the  deter* 
jnination  of  the  Britifh  Legiilatore.  Many  circumftances 
confpired  to  fill  them  wtvfa  confidence  in  thofe  who  then  had 
•  the  management  of  Government.  ♦He  would^ declare  openly, 
becaufehe  declared  it  from  the^fulleft  Qonvidion  of  the  fa^, 
that  there  never  was  a  Government  in  Ireland  conduced  on 
more  upright  and  popular  principles,  than  that  conduced  hy 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland.  While  he  was  there,  the 
country  was  at  leaft  free  from  diflention  and  uproar.  But 
now,  fince  another  Government  had  taken  place,  rumours  of 
deftrudion  were  induftriouily  circulated.  The  terms  pre* 
fcribed  bv  Ireland,  and  acceded  to  by  Britain,  were  ail  at 
once  inadequate  to  the  completion  and  fatisfadion  of  her  fiib- 
jeAs.  The  wifeft  and  ableft  people  on  that  (ide  the  water  had 
hcen  confulted;  and  the  Miniftcrs  who  were  then  in  the  Ca- 
binet, a£ted  on  their  information  and  ideas.  The  honour  of 
,  thefe  gentlemen  had  been  hitherto  deemed  unimpeachable  and 

nnblemifhed,  and  yet  here  was  a  meafare  agitated  which  fup- 
poled  a  material  miicarriage  (bmewhere.  And  the  addrefs  to 
the  people  of  Ireland,  was  in  words  fomtwhat  to  this  efFeft  : 
**  Your  friends  have  not  by  any  means  done  by  you  fo  libe- 
rally as  we  will.  You  think  they  had  done  you  juftice ;  but 
you  are  roiftaken,  and  we  will  do  what  you  imagined  they 
did.**  This,  he  faid,  was  making  themfelves  popular  at  the 
ex  pence  of  thofe  who  had  gone  before  them,  and,  by  doing 
more  than  was  neceifary,  faying  their  predecelTors  had  done 
kfs«  It  ever  had,  and  was  ftili,  his  confirmed  opinion,  that,  by 
repealing  the  ilatute  of  the  6th  of  George  I.  every  thing  was 
amicably  fettled.  Itcameupj  at  lea{t,  to  all  that  he  had 
ever  conceived  as  incumbent  on  this  country  to  Ireland.  «^ 
The  repeal  was  iimple,  but  it  was  deciiive.  It  would  not 
have  been  proper  to  have  faid,  in  ib  many  words,  that  whereas 
Ireland  has  been  fo  long  under  the  jurifdidion  of  this  country, 
l)e  it  therefore  henceforward  declared  independent.  This  was 
not  language  that  would  have  been  reliflied  by  the  people  of 
Ireland ;  nor  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  was  it  decent  to  fay, 
that  whereas  (he  had  ufurped  rights  which  were  not  her's,  (he 
therefore  now,  and  for  ever,  reflored  them  to  their  lawful 
owners.  But  by  an  actual  repeafof  that  a£^  of  the  Lcgifla- 
ture  by  which  foch  prerogatives  bad  been  aiTumcd,  (he  cer- 
tainty, and  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  rclinquifhed  every  ' 
fhadow  of  jurifdiflion  and  fupremacy.  The  honourable  gen- 
tteman  was  not,  however,  diipofed  to  raife  any  oppofition  to 

the 
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the  motion  whatever ;  only  he  would  proteft  againft  }tti]ra\l^'» 
iD|  alone  with  it  any  of  the  fenfes  or  confiru£tions  he  had  (pe* 
cihcd.  it  was  chiefly  for  this  reaibni  and  with  this  view,  he 
hid  made  it  the  fabje£t  of  fo  much  remark.  He  agreed  with 
Mr.  Eden,  that  fomethiitg  ought  to  be  done  with  Mr.  Yel- 
vmoQ*s  bill,  in  order  to  fettle  the  commercial  points.  And 
he  concluded  with  wifhing  his  Majefty^s  Miniders  would  not, 
in  any  other  part  of  their  condu£^,  render  themfelves  more  re«^ 
prehenfible  than  they  had  done  in  thSs^ 

Mr.  Grenvilie  role  to  explain;  at  he  fofpeded  what  had  ^^  ^r^"^ 
fallen  from  him  might  be  mifconftrued  by  the  aniniadverlions  "^^^ 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  if  he  had  meant  to  throw  ady 
reflcSion  on  thofe  gentlemen  who  at  the  time  of  formerly  agi- 
tating  this  bulinefi,  were  at  the  head  of  the  government  of 
Ireland*  Nothing  could  be  further  from  his  intentions,  as  he 
pofielled  the  highcft  refpefi  both  for  their  honour  and  capaci^ 
ties.  Netthcr  did  he  conceive  any  thing  uttered  by  him,  in 
the  moft  diftant  decree  could  be  tortured  into  a  mean  opinion 
of  thofe  in  Ireland,  by  whofe  information  the  repeal  of  the 
6th  of  George  I.  had  been  deemed  fufficient  redrefs  of  grio- 
vaoces. 

Mr.  Eden  rofc  to  explain*    He  faid,  that  Mr.  Pox,  in  ad-  ^**  *^*"i 
mitting  the  propriety  of  the  fettlement  which  he  had  fu^eft'-  , 

ed  refpefling  commercial  points,  had  greatly  narrowed  the 
idea  which  he  meant  to  convey  ;  when  he  voted  for  the  addrefs 
pn  the  17th  of  May,  he  relied  on  a  treaty  being  opened  be- 
tween the  two  Parliaments,  for  the  purpofes  of  arranging  not 
only  the  points  he  had  already  fpecified,  but  all  the  great 
queftions  involved  in  the  future  events  of  peace  and  war^  fo* 
reign  alliances,  commercial  treaties,  limitation  of  armies, 
building  and  fupport  of  navies,  proportionable  fupplies,  with 
the  whole  immenfe  detail  under  each  of  thofe  heads.  He 
fbould  then,  and  not  till  then,  think  that  the  connection  was 
eftablilhed  ;  and  when  the  two  kingdoms  had  thus  realized 
and  fecurcd  one  oonftitution,  one  commerce,  one  King,  one  ^ 

friend,  one  enemy,  and  one  fate,  it  would  become  impolBble 
for  any  man  to  wiin  the  profperity  of  the  one  country  more 
ardently  or  moreearneftly  than  the  profoerity  of  the  other* 

The  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  Mr.  Pitt, 
rife,  he  ooferved,  to  reply  to  any  objefiions  which  had  been 
made  againft  the  motion,  which  had  originated  with  his  right 
honourable  friend  (Secretary  Towofhehd)  near  him.  There 
had  in  faft  been  none  offered,  at  leaft  of  weight  or  importance 
eoough  to  deferve  a  ferious  anfwer.    Thole  who  had  dirc9- 
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Vercd  any  marks  of  Sivcrfion,  however,  had  quarrelled  with 
'  'the  title  of  Vhc  hill  propofcd,  but  in   his  apprehenlion  rather 

prematurely;  (bx  the  biff  was  not  founded  on  doubts,  or  anjr 
other  fpccies  of  miftruft,  but  intended  only  to  prevent  them. 
He  ctnild  not  difputc  the  information  or  corrcftncfs  of  thofe 
who  ftid  there  were  no  diflentions  in  Ireland  ;  or,  however, 
none  fo  ferious  or  alarming  as  to  authorifc  the  interference 
of  the  Briti(hLcgiflattire  ;  bat  he  would  fay,  that  his  infor- 
mation, was  of  a  very  different  nature,  and  led  him  to  form 
very  different  cdndufiOns.  And  whatever  credit  might  he 
given  \l6  the  foriVier  decifions  of  Parliament  concerning  the 
afltiirs  of  Irfcland,  it  was  plain  to  him  thefe  decifions  had  not 
jopc rated  fo  effe^ually  and  univerfally  as  was  reprefentcd. 
Theprcfent  mcafurfe  he  would  therefore  fttllbcg  leave  tocon- 
*  H5der  as  arifingout  of  the  former,  and  even  tend  ng  to  com- 
plete It.  A  diffidence  was  undoubtedly  gonj  forth^  that  had 
tJech  tiaturally  criough  generated  from  what  the  people  of 
Ireland  <?oo'ce?ved  as  imperfcft  ;  and  his  Majcfty*s  Miniftcri 
xvifhed  only  to  follow  up  the  idea,  and  'tonduft  themfclvcs 
ly  fomfcthinglJkc  a  fyftem.  He  was  accordingly  not  a  little 
anxious  for  luch  an  unanimity  in  the  Houfc  as  would  giVc 
the  motion  a  certain'degrec  of  weight  and  authority  with  the 
people  of  Irelafnd  ;  and  he  then  hoped,  that  notwithftanding 
'what  had  been  done  by  any  former  Adminiftration,  ihcjr 
s  ihould  be  enabled  to  go  through  the  bufincfs  with  a  manli- 

"nefs,  and  in  a  liberal  nnd  magnanimous  manner,  not  only  th 
the  fatiiifaftion  of  Ireland,  bat  alfo  to'  the  honour  of  the  Bri- 
tifti  Parliament. 
Mr.  Perci.       The  honourable  Mr.  P<  rcha!  rof^y  and  commented  for 
^*'-  a  (hort  time  on  writs  of  error  coming  from  Ireland,  and  de- 

pending on  the  decilions  of  an  Engufh  jury  ;  but  through 
the  Wcaknefs  of  his  voice,  and  the  bUz  df  the  Houfe,  wc 
were  deprived  of  the  pleafure  of'hcaring  him  fo  perfeftly  '* 
we  Ihould  have  otherwife  wifhed  to  have  done. 
Mr.Macdo.  Mr.  MacdoiiaU CM  a  few  words.  The  Houfe  was  fo  dif- 
aald.  orderly,  it  was  impbffible  to  take  accurately  what  had  dropped 

from  thfs  gentleman.  We  have  only  to  lay,  therefore,  that 
Mr.  Macdonald  dcfired  to  know  if  there  could  be  any  fi>P" 
pofable  ca(c,  wherein,  after  the  pafling  of  the  intended  bilU 
the  Legiflaturcof  this  country  could  exercife  a  jurlfdifl*^^ 
over  Ireland. 
Mr.  Sec,  Mr.  Secretary  Townjhend  faid,  there  was  none,  that  the 

Townftcnd  ijca  was  givcn  up  in  all  cafes  whatfoevcr* 
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The  motion  bciog  ihoo  put  by  the  Speaker,  k  was  ordered. 
«wr.  :on.    and  the  right  honourable  T.  Townfhend,   Mr. 
Grei-ville,   the  Chancellor  of  th^  Exchequer,  Mr^  Conway, 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  and  the  Lord  Advocate  were  dixeftcd  ^ 
to  fieparc  and  bring  ip  the  fame. 

fcmuary  23.  • 

The  Earl  of  Surrty  prefcnted  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  from  Earl  of 
tie  borough  of  Launcefton,  in  the  county  of  Cornwall.  His  *»''«y' 
Lordihip  laid,  that  he  ovght  to  apologife  for  undertaking  to 
prcfcnt  a  petition  from  any  part  of  a  county  with  which  he  had 
noconneAion,  in  which  he  had  no  property,  and  confequently 
00  perfonal  intereft  ;  and  perhaps  he  was  the  lefs  excufable, 
2s  the  borough  from  which  the  petition  came  had  two  repre- 
featatives  in  the  Houfe  ;  one  of  ihcm,  however,  would  do 
him  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he  had  offered  him  the  petition, 
and  requcfted  he  would  prefent  it ;  but  tlie  honourabl,e  mem- 
ber [Mr,  Pcrcival]  had  declined  it. 

His  Lordfhip  flr|ted,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  an 
ichabitaot  of  Launcefton,  in  which  the  writer  comp]aine4 
tllat  the  great  bulk  of  the  wealthy  hou.fcholders  were  deppive4 
of  the  beneiits  that  eledors  in  other  places  enjoyed  :  by  this 
his  Lordfhip  prefumed,  that  the  writer  meant  the  mere  be- 
nefit of  the  franchife,  and  not  the  benefits  of  corruption ;  an 
idea  that  he  flattered  himfelf  no  man  would  prelume  to  fug* 
gcfl  to  that  Houfe. 

He  then  moved,,  that  the  petition  might  be  brought  up  ; 
thcmotipn  pafTed  ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  feiting  forth^ 
that  the  borough  of  Launcefton  is  an  ancient  borough,  and 
bas  conftantly,  time  out  of  mind,  fentnwo  members  to  Par-* 
liament ;  by  the  charter  pf  Philip  and  Mary  it^ivas  incor* 
porated  by  the  name  of  "  Mayor  and  Commonalty,''  with  a 
power  (o  the  faid  Mayor  and  Commonalty  and  eight  Alder* 
men,  or  Mayor  and  qaajority  of  them,  to  eleft  freemen  fron^ 
the  moft  honefl,  moft  difcreet,  and  mofl  refpe£lablc  of  thd 
iohabitants,  and  from  the  freemen  Co  make  choice  of  eight 
men,  or  a  Common  Council,  to  be  affifiants  to  the  {aid 
Mayor  and  Aldermen ;  that  the  firft  Mayor,  Thomas  Hicks, 
by  and  with  the  content  of  the  eight  Aldermen,  under  the 
original  charter,  ele^ed  a  number  of  freemen,  and  from  the 
moft  honeft,  difcreet,  and  rcfpcftablc  of  thofe  freemen,  made 
choice  of  eight  men,  as  a  Common  Council,  or  affiflants^ 
and,  as  often  as  a  vacancy  happened  in  the  aldermanicbody^ 
foppltcd  the  facie  from  the  Common  Coyncil,  keeping  up 
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the  namber  of  freemen  to  prefer ve  the  independency  of  the 
borough  ;  and  that  the  cuftom  of  fupplying  the  upper  bench 
from  the  lower/  and  keeping  up  the  number  of  freemen, 
under  the  old  charter,  was  obferved  for  more  than  two  en- 
turiev;  that  thi$  cuftom  prevailed  in  the  years  1722  and  17^4 
will  appear  from  the  polUbooks  at  the  two  contefted  elcAioas 
.    which  happened  at  tboie  periods,  at  the  firft  of  which  up- 
wards  of  fixty  freemen^  exdufive  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Common  Council,  voted,  at  the  fecond  forty-four  ^  aia 
that  from  the  above  xrz  the  body  of  Clommon  Council  left 
its  influence,  as  the  aldermanic  body  was  fupplied  fometimts 
from  the  Common  Council,  but  more  frcc^uently  from  ths 
freemen  at  large ;  that  about  twenty  years  ago  the  body  of 
Common  Council  was  annihilated,  and  within  thefe  fourteen 
years  no  freemen  have  been  eleded  but  partially,  to  fupply 
the  aldermanic  body  ;  that  the  prefent  freemen  are  only  ten, 
two  of  which  at  leaft  are  under  the  influence  of  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  ;  that  about  twenty  years  ago  the  the  Mayor 
*  and  Aldermen  were  men  of  very  great  ^operty  within  the 
borough,  as  will  appear  from  the  land  and  poor  rates ;  that 
the  fum  total  of  the  latter  amounts  to  172I,  6s.  8d.  to  which 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  as  a  body  and  individuals,  con* 
tribute  the  fum  of  22!.  4s.  4d.  and  the  re&due  is  difqharged 
by  the  principal  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  the  fa^d  bo- 
rough.    In  confequence  of  thefe  fafis,  and  left  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  (hould  afTume  to  themfelves  the  fole  ri^ht  of 
returning  members  to  Parliament,  of  which  the  petitioners 
are  very  appreheniive,  from  their  frequent  declarations,  the 

Principal  mhabitants  and  freeholders  of  the  fald  boroag;h 
umbly  petition  the  honourable  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri* 
tain  to  reftore  a  more  equal  right  of  reprefentation  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  borough,  and  to  extend  that  right 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  a  few  who  have  unjuftly  ufiirped 
the  power  may  not  exercife  the  natural  and  inherent  privi- 
leges of  the  mauv,  or  to  afibrd  them  fuch  other  relief  as  is 
poniiftpnt  with  tne  claims  of  their  fe!low  citizens  through- 
out the  kingdom,  or  with  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe.  . 

The  £arl  of  Surrey  moved  that  the  petition  do  lie  on  the 
table. 
Hon.  Mf,  The  Honourable  Mr,  Penlval  reprobated  the  fpirit  and 
YzttmX,  tendency  of  the  petition.  He  thought  it  altogether  ground- 
lefs,  and  originating  in  no  very  reljpe6table  motives*  The 
cenfure  conveyed  a^ainft  him  on  minute  and  deliberate  con* 
fidcration^   he  trufted,   would  be  found  premature,  as  he 
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deemed  the  whole  bufioeft  etceedingly  nnneceiTarr  and  ill- 
timed. 

Lord  Surrey  declared,  that  if  the  conftitutioo  was  ftill  to  l^^Sor- 
mtuin  in  its  prefent  fituation,  he  fhould  have  no  ohjedion  '^^' 
whatever  to  that  noble  Dake's  fending  op  whoever  he  pteafed  ;  * 
as  io  his  opinion,  the  deleg '.te  of  one  noble  family  was  juft  ' 
as  good  as  the  delegate  of  another.     But  his  Lordfhtp  hoped, 
that  this  would  no  longer  be  the  cafe,  as  they  were  not  to 
look  any  where  for  the  members  of  whom  that  Hoofe  wa$ 
compofed,   but  to  the  great  body  of  the  people  at  large,  and 
not,  as  was  the  mode  now,  to  receive  them  from  an  arifto- 
cracy. 

Mr.  Burki  obferved,  that  though  this  petition  concerned  Mt,B«i;ke4 
oalv  a  finale  borough,  yet  gentlemen  would  find  themfelvet 
minakcn  if  they  rhould  imagine  that  it  did  not  involve  a 
queftion  of  the  very  laft  importance  :  this  petition  having 
opened  the  door,  many  others  would  follow  of  courfe;  and ' 
therefore  the  queftion  now  was  not,  whether  the  right  of 
voting  in  tlie  borough  of  Launcefton  fhould  be  ejcteaded  or  . 
notf  but,  whether  the  ancient  and  venerable  fabric  of  the 
conftitution  (hould  remain  untouched  ?  It  had  now  borne 
thetefrof  ages,  and  was  venerable  not  lefs  for  its  antiquity 
than  for  the  happinefs  that  had  been  enjovcd  under  it  by  thie 
fubjefts.  He  would  therefore  warn  Miniilcrs  how  they 
Aoo/d  attempt  to  raife  a  cry  againft  the  conftitution.  If  any 
member  thought  the  reprefcntation  of  the  people  imperfeft, 
lie  certainly  had  a  right,  to  fay  fo,  and  propole  any  refolu* 
tions  he  pleafed  on  that  head  ;  but  ftill  with  the  refponfibility 
of  credit  and  charaAer.  If  Minifters  in  either  Houie  o£ 
Parliament  fhould  interfere,  and  take  a  lead  in  this  bufinefs, 
be  would  warn  them  not  to  attempt  to  deface  the  venerarde 
pile ;  he  would  warn  them  to  come  prepared  with  a  well- 
digefted  plan  for  a  better  reprefentatioo,  before  they  fhould 
dare  to  touch  the  hallowed  fnrine ;  he  hoped  they  would  not 
bring  any  crude  proportion,  which  would  not  anfwer  any 
good  end  :  for  if  it  fhould  be  propofed  to  refolve  that  the 
conftitution  of  that  Houfe  was  imperfefi,  and  that  it  fliould 
be  afterwards  found  expedient  to  adopt  the  fyflem  that  fhould 
be  propofed  to  better  it,  the  confequence  would  be,  that  the 
Hoofe  of  Commons,  the  people^s  laft  hope,  would  iind  itiiclf 
funk  in  the  eftimation  of  the  public,  while  no  remedy  could 
be  found  to  avert  this  evil.  He  over  and  over  again  warned 
Minifters^  either  PQt  \9  i^tcrf^rp  in  the  bulinefs^  or  to  draw 
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up  fuch  a  pho,  all  muft  firike  every  n^an  as  greatly  worthy 
of  E)eing  adopted  by  the  legidature. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upoa  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  was^^alled  for,  for  reading  a  fecond 
time  the  bill  for  refiraining,  &c.  &c.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold, 
Bart,  and  Peter  Perrtng,  fifq.  General  Smith  moved,  that 
the  petition  from  Peter  Perring,  Elq.  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  before  the  holidays,  might  be  read.  The  prayer  of 
this  petition  was,  that  his  caufe  might  be  feperated  from 
G«t)eVai  that  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold.  General  Smith  then  de- 
&omk.  ckredy  that  he  did  not  fland  up  the  advocate  of  Mr.  Per- 
ting;  but  he  thought  the  prayer  of  his  petition  was  fo  juft; 
that  it  ougkt  to  be  granted.  He  then  moved  inftr^flions  to 
be  given  to  the  counfel  for  the  bill,  to  confine  their  evidence, 
for  the  prefent,  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  concerned  &ir 
Thomas  Rumbold  only.  The  motion  paiTed  without  op- 
pofition. 

The  couolel  for  and  againft  the  bill  were  then  called  to 
the  bar.     Mr.  Bearcrofc  and  Mr%  Cowper  appeared  in  fup- 

e>rtof  the  allegations  in  the  bill;  Mr.  Hardinge  and  Mr. 
rikine  were  counfel  for  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold;  and  Mr. 
Scotc  and  Mr.  Pigot  for  Mr.  Perring.  As  foon  as  the 
counfel  had  taken  their  feats  at  the  bar*  the  Speaker  ac- 
quainted thofe  who  were  to  argue  in  favour  of  the  bill  with 
the  order  of  the  Houfe,  made  in  coniequence  of  General 
Smith's  laft  motion.  Mr.  Bearcrofc  then  entered  upon  the 
charge ;  but  as  we  never  give  the  arguments  of  counfel,  and 
as  we  would  not  wifh  to  be  inftrumental  in  raiiine  a  bias  in 
the  minds  of  the  public,  we  (hall  take  no  notice  of  what  fell 
from  the  counfel,  until  the  bufinefa  (hall  come  to  be  debated 
in  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Bearcroft  fpoke  for  near  three  hours ;  when  he  con* 
eluded,  his  colleague,  Mr.  Cowper,  called  his  l&rft  wttnefs 
in  fupport  of  the  chargea  contained  in  the  bill ;  but  the  wit- 
liefs  not  appearing  immediately,  the  further  proceedings  on 
the  bill  were  adjourned  to  Ttieiday  next,  and  the  Houle  iin« 
mediately  adjourned. 

January  24, 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  into  the  Journnlsof  the  Houle, 
JO  fee  if  there  had  been  a  precedent  of  relief  granted  to  a 
petitioner  for  undue  elcftioOji  in  order  to  extend  the  fame  xo 

the 
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the  cafe  of  Samuel  Petrie,  Etq.  accord!  og  to  the  pYayer  of 
his  petition,  which  ftated,  that  lie  conceived  himfclf  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  the  Houfe,  he  being  duly  eleAed  for  the 
borough  of  Cricklade,  though  the  fitting  member  had  be^n 
unduly  returned ;  and  therefore  that  the  SherMF  of  Midr 
dlcfex,  pending  his  petition,  had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
privilege,  in  arrefting  and  detaining  the  body  of  the  faid 
Air,  Pctric  in  cuftody. 

The  Coaimittee,  however,  in  their  report  deolare,  that 
after  a  very  minute  inveftigation,  they  had  not  been  able  to 
procure  a  precedent  affimilating  in  any  degree  to  the  inftauce 
in  qoeftion ;  and  ftate  the  only  ones  on  the  Journals  relating 
in  any  degree  to  arrefts  on  members  of  the  Houie,  and  which 
precedents  not  having  a  fimilitode  to  the  cafe  of  the  petitioo^ 
the  Committee  were  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Pctrie,  as  petition- 
ing member  only,  was  not  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  tht 
Houfe. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  then  defired  that  the  feveral  ftatute^ 
refpefiing  amefts,  made  in  the  prefent  and  the  former  reign, 
(hoald  be  read,  which  being  complied  with,  ^ 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  rofe,  and  in  a  very  warm  fpcech,  combated  sirGre/ 
the  impropriety  of  allowing,  in  fucn  cafes  as  the  prcfcnt,  the  Ccapcr. 
privilege  of  the  Houfe,  Sir  Grey,  as  a  member  of  the  Com* 
mittec,  had  been  more  than  commonly  attentive  to  ranfack 
the  Journals,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  nnd  a  precedent  either 
for  or  againft  the  principle  of  the  peution ;  but  he  had  found, 
from  the  mod  attentive  and  accurate  examination,  that  no 
cafe  of  the  kind  had  hitherto  occurred,  when  a  perfon  only 
petitioning  had  applied  for  the  privileges  of  a  fitting  mem- 
ber. He  was  very  anxious  that  a  determinate  and  fixed  rule 
ihould  be  marked,  as  he  found  no  fingle  cafe  on  the  Journals 
refembling,  in  any  degree,  Mr,  Petrie*s  petition.  He  found 
that  genileman  had  no  claim  whatever  to  tlie  privileges  of 
the  Houfe ;  none  of  thefe  cafes  what  foe  ver,  mentioned  ia 
the  ftatutes,  or  the  description  of  perlbns  to  whom  the  pri- 
vileges extended,  could  poflibly  come  to  point  to  Mr.  Pctrie; 
and  Sir  Grey,  from  principle,  was  happy  it  was  the  cafe. 
There  would  be  no  dnd,  l^e  faid,  to  petitions  oC^that  nature, 
if  fuch  a  licence  were  indtiiged ;  it  would  operate  worfe  even 
than  infolvency,  for  ten  tnSght  become  candidates  merely  for 
the  purpofe  of  enjoying  flie  l^nefit  of  being  privileged  from 
arrefts,  by  preferring  petitions  upon  no  grounds  or  fhadow 
of  right  wbatfoever.  In  intervals  of  the  pendency  of  the 
peiicionsw  much  mifchief  might  be  done  to  the  circpmftances 

of 
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of  the  induftrious  aod  the  honeft,  by  the  machinations  of 
the  perfons  who  would  then  h'^'t  it  in  their  power  id  plunder 
tha  community,  under  the  fanflion  of  a  privilege  that  had, 
in  fzfkf  no  other  end  in  view  than  its  benefit  and  good.  Sir 
Orey  inftanced  fome  cafes  where  the  impropriety  would  be 
great,  and  the  tendencjr  dangerous.  Upon  the  whole,  Sir 
Grey  exprelTcd  his  opinion,  that  relief  in  the  prefent  cafe 
was  unprecedented,  and  his  coDvi£lion,  that  the  privilege  of 
the  HouTe  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  Mr.  Petrie's  petition. 
On  th^  bill  for  allowing  the  Heads  of  Colleges  to  marry, 
TheTaflif  the  Earl  of  Surrey  faid  ^  few  words.  He  wifhed  the  prin- 
^uxrcy.  ciple  of  this  bill  {hould  be  more  liberal,  and  that  the  re- 
ftraints  intended  to  be  abolifhed  by  it  fhould  be  equally  ex- 
tended to  the  indifcriminate  perfons  reftrained,  as  to  any 
particular  defcription  of  them.     At  the  fame  time  that  be 

.  would  wifh  the  fpirits  of  the  original  grants  of  eflates  to  the 
Univerfitics  fhould  be  attended  to,  according  to  the  intcn- 

:  tions  of  the  granters,  and  that  the  power  of  difpenfation  in 

^  the  Crown,  according  to  the  meaning  of   the   Univcrlltj 

'  ftatutes^  (hould  be  1  kewife  attended  to. 

PEACE. 

Mr.Secre-       Mr.  Secretary  Town/hend  rok  -in  his  place,  and  fignificd 

tAryTown^  to  the  Houfc,  that  the  preliminaries  of  peace  were  at  latt 

"^*         figncd  between  this  country  and  France,  as  alfo  between  this 

•  country  and  Spain  ;  and  that  though  no  preliminaries  bad 
been  figned  between  this  country  and  the  Unfted  States  of 
Holland,  a  cefTatton  of  hoftilities  was  agreed  upon.  Thcfc 
preliminaries  would  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  with  all  con- 
venient fpeed,  as  foon  indeed  as  the  difpatch  of  office  would 
permit.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  was  unwilling  to 
ipecify  any  day,  as  he  could  not  do  it  with  any  degree  of 
certainty.  But  he  had  no  objeAions  to  fuppofe  it  might 
be  Monday  next,  or  thereabouts.  He  pledged  himfclfi 
however,  that  the  bufinefs  fhould  not  meet  with  the  leaft 

*  unneceflary  delay, 

THJE     CALL    OF    THE    HOUSE. 

The  Speaker  then  addreffed  h^pfclf  to  Mr.  David  Hart- 
ley, concerning  his  renewing  his.  motion  for  a  call  of  the 
Houfe. 
Mr.  David        M^*  -D<l^7V  Hartley  did  not  feem  inclined  to  accede  to  the 
Huticv^      motion  of  a  call  of  the  Houfe  for  tbia  day.    The  notifica- 
tion 
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don  which  a  rij^t  honourable  gentleman,  high  in  office^  had 
juft  made^  rendered  that  bbjeft,  at  leaft  for  the  prefent,  un* 
neceflarj.  It  was  no  lefs,  he  faid,  than  a  declaration  that 
diis  country  had  eSe£ted  a  refpite  from  utter  and  abfolute 
deftro&ion.  He  would  not  mention  an  event  of  fuch  a  mag*  ^ 
tttode,  in  lefs  paffive  terms ;  for  in  his  opinioo,  no  other 
terms  came  up  to  what  they  were  given  to  underftand  from^ 
tht  higheft  authority,  had  now,  happily  for  mankind,  and  - 
jurticolarly  for  this  country,  taken  place.  Mens  minds 
would,  therefore,  very  naturally  be  engrofi^  with  the  na« 
tare  and  confequences  of  this  critical,  but  falutary  comple* 
Uon  of  a  negociation  to  which  the  dcfiret  of  fo  many  had 
been  long  and  anxioufly  direAed.  Had  the  right  honoura* 
ble  gentleman  been  able  to  have  tbM  the  Houle  the  precife 
day  when  the  preliminaries  would  be  laid  before  them,  ha 
ihoald  have  been  direded  by  the  courfe  of  that  bufinefs,  ia 
fixing  the  call  of  the  Hbufe.  He  would,  fuppofe,  however^ 
that  a  fortnight  from  the  time  he  fpoke  would  not  be  impro- 
per. 

Mr.  RaUe  did  not  much  approve  trifling  in  this  manner,  Mi.RoUt. 
w\th  the  rules  of  the  Houfe.  He  for  his  own  part,  made  it  ^ 
a  fettled  pointy  ^o  pay  all  due  attendance.  And  coniidering 
the  boiiaefs  likely  to  engage  the  attention  of  Parliament, 
dttriog  what  remained  of  the  fclTion,  he  thought  it  the  duty 
of  every  member,  to  be  as  pun£tual  as  poffible.  But  put* 
ting  off  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  when  thus  propofed,  from  time 
to  time,  could  have  no  other  tendency,  than  to  leflen  the 
refped  due  to  the  orders  of  the  Houfe. 

Lord  North  ^ok,  and  readily  acknowledged  the  truth  and  LordNortbi 
propriety  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  obfervations  ;  but 
faid,  'that  the  matter  appeared  to  him  in  a  quite  different 
light.  A  right  honourable  gentleman,  high  in  office,  had 
notified  to  the  Houfe  an  event  of  the  higheft  importance, 
and  he  conceived  that  this  notification  was  of  itfelf  fuflicient 
to  fecure  the  attendance  of  every  member  of  the  Houfe  ; 
for  though  he  might  queftion  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  made  the  motion  had  faid,  of  a  deliverance  from 
abfdute  ruin  and  deftrofiion;  yet  in' any  cafe,  the  event 
which  had  been  notified  to  the  Houfe,  was  furcly  of  fuch 
high  confequence,  and  fo  deeply  interefted  every  member 
of  this  Houfe,  that  the  moft  regular  attendance  of  every 
member  and  the  moft  exaA  attention  to  every  particular 
which  might  come  before  tbem,  might  certainly  be  cxpeded^ 
He  could  by  no  means  agree  with  the  honourable  eentleman. 

Vol.  IX.  Y  wh»     ' 
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vvhb  made  the  motion  in  coniidering  the  fituation  of  this 
country  as  utterly,  dcfpcratc.     The  fituation  of  this  coun- 
try  wis  far  from  being  hopelefs.    Oar  rcfourccs  were  fuch, 
as  flill  rendered  us  refpedable,  and  he  had  ao  doubt  but  z 
great  deal  might  ftill  be  done  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of 
tliis  country  by  proper  exertions.     But  all  circumftahces 
coniidered,  he  believed  it  would  be  generally  allowed,  that  z 
peace,  upon  decent  terms,  was  to  bo  defired.     A  glorious 
peace  was  not  to  })t  cxpcfted,  after  an  unfortunate  war, 
A  glorious  peace  was  not  to  be  expefled,  when  we  had  to 
ftru^gle  againft  fuch  a  powerful  combination  of  enemies  ; 
but  if  upon  examining  tne  particulars,  it  (hould  be   found, 
that  the  peace  was  fuch  as  we  might  expeft,  our  prefent  fitu- 
ation  confidered,  and  the  relative  iituations  of  our  fcvcral 
antagonifts  confidered  :  if  the  terms  of  peace  fhould  appear 
in  thefe  circumftances,  advantageous  to  this  country,  it  cer- 
tainly would  be  allowed  in  general,  to  be  adefireable  objeft. 
But  at  any  rate,  it  was  a  great  and  momentous  concern, 
which  could  not  fail  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Hoofe, 
and  enfure  the  attendance  of  all  the  members. 
Com.Job«-  '  Commodore  Johnftcne  obferved,  that  among  all  the  diffe- 
*ooe*         rent  notices  given  by  the  feveral  members,  concerning  the 
various  buiinefs,  which  they  meant  to  bring  forward,  he  too 
would  beg  leave  to  mention  a  particular,  which  in  hia  opi- 
*  nion,  was  of  the  very  laft  importance  to  the  dignity,  and 
,  welfare  of  this  country.     He  underftood  a  learned  Lord  in 
hit  eye,'  [the  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland,]  had  fome  very 
material  objc£^s^  concerning  the  Eaft  Indies  to  bring  on. 
He  Wifhed  there  might  be  no  unneceflary  delays;  great  alte- 
rations were  expe&ed  from  the  abilities  and  enterprize  of  the 
right  honourable  perfon,  chiefly  concerned  in  managing  the 
matterl    No  lefs  than  new  governors,  or  new  perfons,  it 
was  apprehended,  were  to  be  fcnt  out  with  new  powers, 
for  fuperceding  their  predeceiTors.     Thus  the  whole  fyftcm 
of  India  affairs  was  to,  undergo  a  new  modulation  or  ar- 
rangement.    He  trufled  it  would  not  be,dc1ayed,  as  in  other 
cafes  had  fbmetimes  happened,   to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
Company's  affairs,  till  the  feafon  of  the  pafTage  was  gone. 
None  but  thofe  acquainted  with  the  localities  of  the  Com- 
pany's territories  were  aware  of  the  diladvantagc  of  deferring 
the  difpatches  of  the  Direftors  till  Midfummcr.     It  was  by 
fuch  a  delay  that  Lord  Clive  had  loft  his  pafTage.     It  was  by 
ftich  a  delay  ,that  Lord  Pigot  loft  his  paffage.     Notwith- 
ftanding  the  folemn  manner  in  which  charaftcrs  had  been 
'  mentioned  in  that  Houfe  the  night  before,  he  uufted  there 

4  was 
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wu  no  defign  fonning  againfl  tHofe  of  tbe  £aft  India  CoilTr 
paoj,  and  that  the  procraftinatibo  of  thefe  matters  wa«  not 
intended  only  to  procure  time  for  fuch  forgeries  as  might  be 
deemed  neceilary  for  their  deflruftion.  He  would  therefore 
prefume^  tlie  learned  Lord,  in  whofe  capacity  and  induftry. 
lie  had  the  fulleft  confidence,  would  either  fav  when  he 
could  be  ripe  for  fubmiUiiijg  his  plan  to  the  coauderatioo  of 
Parliament,  or  give  the  I^ofe  the  ceafon  of  its  delay. 

The  Lord  Jduocate  did  not  feem  altogether  plcafed  with  XSv JS^il 
the  manner  of  the  Commodore's  making  fuch  a  requifition. 
He  was  not,  in  any  degree,  principally  concertied  ;  he  a£ted 
only  as  the  fervant  of  tbofe  gentlemen  who  compofed  the 
Scleft  Committee.     They  were  pleafed  to  put  the  direAioa 
of  tbe  bufiiiefs  in  his  hand  ;  and  while  he  afled   by  their 
authority,  and  to  their  fatisfaftion,   he  fhould    never  be 
afhamed  to  avow  the  execution  of  their  orders.     He  was, ' 
therefore,  not  prepared  to  make  any  apology  whatever  for 
delayiog  this  bulinefs,  and  for  the  beft  reafon  in  the  worlds 
he  was  con(cious  of  no  delay.    And  when  the  magnitude, 
as  well  as  the  infinite  importance  of  the  objed  was  duly  exa- 
med,  be  perfuadcd  himfelf  the  Houfe  would  give  hitn  the 
fulleft  credit  for  making  aUthe  expedition  he  could. 

HisLordfhipdid  not  pretend  to  fay  what  the  honourable^ 
.  gtntleman  ineant  by  forgeries,  or  overturning  charters.    He 
did  not  doubt,  but  very  material  alterations  would  be  pro- 
pofed  concerning  the  management  of  our  Indian  territories. 
It  wa  certainly  intended,  that  a  new  fet  of  fcrvants  fiiould 
be  fent  out  with  new  powers,  that  the  revenue  of  the  Com- 
pany (hould  be  new  modelled,  and  a  number  of  other  regu- 
lations ihould  take  place,  and  efpecially  that  even  the  con-, 
trolling  power  of  the  Proprietors  over  the  Court  of  Di*^ 
rcftors  fhould  be  annihilated. — Thefe  wpcc  the  objefts  of  the 
committee,  and  would  require  time  to  mature  and  digeft.^-* 
But  it  was  evident  to  an  honourable  gentleman  before  him« 
[Mr.  Burke]  that  he  never  had  any  intention. to  poflpone 
the  bufinefs,  efpecially  as  the  military  juridical,  and  other 
branches  of  the  India  affairs  were,  by  his  exprefs  defires  and 
as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power,  feparated  from  the  refl.     He 
hoped  however  to  be  able  to  make  hb  motion  about  (he  tim^ 
propofed  for  a  call  of  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Burke  was  very  anxious  for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  Mr.  SuAe* 
a  few  mimites  at  leall,  to  the  Eafl  tndia  bufinefs.     The  ho- 
nourable gentWilian,  he  faid,   behind    him    ("Commodore 
|ohoftoDej  had,  in  calling  on  the  learned  Lord  for  expedi* 
ting  the  bufincls  in  cjueftidn,  altogether  miftaken  the  matter** 

Y  a  The    . 
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The  orders  of  the  Houfe  refted  with  the  committee,  -  and  that 
learned  Lord  aftcd  in  it  only  by  their  dire£tions.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  cautioned  him  againft  delay,  but  he 
would  venture  to  caution  him  againft  temerity.  I  he  com- 
plicated mafs  of  materials  before  the  Committee,  it  was  ne-v 
celTary  toaflbrt  anddigeft  before  anyjuft  condufion  could  be 
formed  with  refpeft  to  thofe  meafures  moft  proper  and  expe^ 
dient  to  be  adopted.  *  An  honourable  gentleman  on  his  right 
hand  (General  Smith)  deferved  the  higheft  praife  for  his  alii- 
duiry  in  wading  through  fuch  a  chaos  with  indefatigable  pcr- 
feverance  ;  and  it  was  a  talk  equal  to  the  greateft  abilities. 
Certainly  all  the  members  of  that  Committee  were  not  alike 
induftrious ;  but  the  learned  Lord  and  his  honourable  friend 
werefinccrcly  vigilant  and  zealous  in  accompliftiing  the  ob- 
jc&i  of  the  Committee.  He  did  not  condemn  the  anxiety  of 
gentlemen  for  wifh'ing  the  completion  of  a  fyftem,  in  which 
they  might  be  very  much  interefted  ;  but  the  learned  Lord, 
he  trufied,  would  not,  from  a  too  great  eagernefs  to  .oblige  a 
£ew,  precipitate  a  buiinefs  of  the  moft  important  confeqoences 
to  the  whole  community. 

Commodore  Johnftone  attempted  to  reply,  but  the  Speaker 
interfered,  and  ftated  the  neceflity  of  keeping  up  fbroe  'ap-* 
'pearance  of  order,  in  fuch  defultory  eonverfations,  and  hoped 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  fomething  to^fay,  that  would 
jnftify  Kis  rifing  again  after  a  fair  and  explicit  anfwer  had  \)C€a 
given  to  his  demand. 


UkafLowT  Commodore  Jobnjlone  then  faid,  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  wilh 
to  interfere  with  the  orders  of  the  Houfe.  He  knew  there 
ibuft  be  order^  and  he  wifhed  not  to  difturb  it.  He  had 
more  regard  to  himfelf,  and  to  the  dignity  of  a  Member  of 
parliament,  than  to  obtrude  himfelf,  or  ought  he  had  to  iay, 
on  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  when  they  appeared  unwilling 
to  hear  him.  He  was  glad  things  were  in  fuch  forwardnefs, 
,  hat  was  forry  to  hear,   thnt  chains  were  forging  for  the 

i^roprietof^y ;  it  was  a  moft  comfortable  indication  of  the 
earned  Lord's  not  meddling  with  the  charters  of  the  Com- 
pany, that  he  intended  to  deftroy  the  fupremacy  of  the  Pro- 
prietors^ over  thofe  of  their  own  appointing. 
General  Smith  faid  a  few  words. 

January  27. 

Mr.  Secretary  TTwmJhini  brought  dojrn  the  Preliminary 
Articles  with  France,  the  Preliminary  Articles  with  Spai% 
mA  the  FrovifiOQal  Articles  with  Amrica« 

They 
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They  were  laid  upon  the  tablc^  and  ordered  to  be  read  bj 
dieCleriu  ^ 

The  following  are  official  copies^f  the  famec 
TRANSLATION 

0/  tbe  Pnliminary  Articles  of  Peace j  between  His  Sritattm§ 
,   Majefly  and  the  Afoft  Cbrijiian  King  yfigned  at  Ferfailks  tbt 
2C tb  9f  January y  1783. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Mojl  Holy  trinity. 

THE  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Moft Cbriftlan  Kifig^ 

equally  aoimated  with  a  defire  of  puttiM  aD  end  to  tbe  cala* 

mitlcs  of  a  defirodive  war,  and  of  re-e&blifhing  union  and 

good  underftaoding  between  tbena,  as  otceiTary  for  the  good 

of  mankind  1x1  general,  as  for 'that  of  their  reijpeftive  king* 

doms,  fiates,  am  fubjeds,  have  named  for  this  piirpo(e,  viz. 

on  the  part  of  bis  Britannic  Majeftjr  Mr.  Allevse  r  itz-Her- 

ben,  Mlnifter  Plenipotentiary  of  bis  iaid  Majefiv  tbe  King 

of  Great-Britain  ;  and  on  the  part  of  his  Mou  Chrifiiaa 

Magefty,  Charles  Gravier,  Conate  de  Vcrgennes,  Counfel- 

lor  in  all  his  Councils,  Commaoder  of  his  Orders,  Councilor 

of  State,  M inifter  and  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  Coa»- 

majidiand  Finances  of  his  fiiid  majefty,  for  the  department" 

of  Foreign  Affairs;  who,  after  having  duly  communicatedi 

to  each  other  their  full  powers  in  gooJ  form,  |xave  agreed  Oft 

the  following  Preliminary  Articles : 

ARTICLE        !• 

AS  ibon  as  tbe  preljpninaries  (hall  be  figncd  and  ratified^ 
fincere  fricndfhip  {hall  be  re-eftablifhed  between  his  Britannic 
Majefty  ^d  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefiy,  their  kingdoms^ 
ftitesy  and  fubje£ls,  by  Tea  and  by  land,  in  all  parts  of  tbe 
in>rld«  '  Orders  (hall  be  iient  to  the  armies  and  fcjuadioni^  as  ' 
vtHas  to  die  fubje£ls,  of  the  two  powers,  to  flop  all  hoftili* 
tiei,  and  to  live  in  the  moft  perfefi  union,  forgetting  what 
ispaflTed,  of  which  their  Sovereigns  grve  them  the  order  and^ 
example.  And,  for  the  execntion  of  this  article,  fca-paiTes 
(hall  be  given  on  each  fide  for  the  fhips  which  iliall  be  dif- 
(itched  to  carry  the  news  of  it  to  the  poflcfSoris  of  the  faid 


ART  I- 
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A  k  T  I  C  LS      If. 

His  Majefty  the  King  m(  Great-Britain  fhall  prefervein 
full  right  the  iilind  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  adjacent  iflands^ 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  whole  was  ceded  to  him  by  th6 
thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  ■,  fave  the  excep- 
tions which  (hall  be  ftipulated  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  treaty, 

;  A  ^  T  I  C  L  E      III. 

His  Moft'Chriftian  Majefty,  in  order  to  prevent  qnarrcis, 
which  have  hitherto  arifen  between  the  two  nations  of  £n- 
^and  and  France,  renounces  the  fight  of  iilhing,  which  be- 
longs to  him  by  virtiie  of  the  faid  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  from  Cape  Bonavifta  to  Cape  St.  John,  iituated  ea 
the  eafterh  coafl  of  Newfoundland,  in  about  fifty  degrees  of 
porth  latitude  ;  whereby  the  French  fifhery  Jhall  commence 
•t  the  faid  Cape  St.  John,  (hall  go  round  by  the  north,  and, 
TOingdoWn  the  weflem  coaft  of  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland, 
Inal)  have  for  boundary  the  place  called  Cape  Ray,  fituatcd 
in  47  degrees  50  minutes  latitude. 

ARTICLE      IV. 

*    The  French  fifherttien  ihall  enjoy 'the  filhcry  affigncd  them 
•  by  the  foregoing  article,  as  they  have  a  right  to  enjoy  it  by 

tirtue  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E      V. 

.    His  Britannic' Majefty  will  cede  in  full  right  to  his  Moft 
thriftian  Majefty  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon. 

ARTICLE      VI. 

"With  regard  to  the  right  of  fifhing  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Lanrence,  the  French  fliall  continue  to  enjoy  it  conformably 
to^  the  fifth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris. 

A  R  T  I'C  L  E      VII. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  fliall  reQorc  to  France  th€ 
ifland  of  St.  Lucia,  and  Ihall  cede  and  guaraniec  to  her  that 
of  Tobago*  % 

ARTI- 
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A  R  T  X  C  L  B      VIII. 

ThcMoft  Chriftian  Kin^  fliall  reftore  to  Great  Britain  Am 
ifLtodsofGrcDaclaaDil  the  urtnadines^  St.Vincent,  Dominica, 
Sr.  Chriftopher's,  Nfcvis,  and  Montferrat ;  and  the  fortreflct 
of  diofe  Ulands  conquered  by  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  and 
by  thofe  of  France,  {hall  be  reftorcd  in  the  fame  condition  ia 
which  they  were  when  the  conqueft  of  them  was  nude,  pro* 
Tided  that  the  term  of  eighteen  months,  to  be  compnted  from 
the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  (hall  b^ 
granted  to  the  rcfpeftive  fubjeds  of  the  Crowns  of  Great  Bri-> 
uin  and  France,  who  may  have  fettled  in  the  faid  iilandfl, 
and  in  other  places  which  (hall  be  reftored  by  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  to  fell  their  eftates,  recover  their  debts,  and  to  tran- 
fport  their  effedts,  and  retire  without  being  reftrained,  on 
account  of  their  religion,  or  any  other  whatever,  except  ta 
afes  of  debtor  of  criminal  profecutlonls. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E      IX. 

TKeKing  of  Great  Britain  (hall  cede  and  guarantee  in  full 
right  to  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  the  river  of  Senegal  and 
its  dcpcodcncies,  with  the  forts  of  St.  Louis,  Podor,  Galam, 
^r|:uifl  and  Portendu.  His  Britannic  Majefty  (hall  reftore 
likcwife  the  ifland  of  Goree,  which  (hall  be  given  up  in  the 
cooditiotria  which  it  was  when  the  Britifli  arms  took  pofl^f-  , 

fionofit.  *  ... 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E       X. 

The  Moft  Chriftian  King  (hall,  on  his  (ide,  guarantee  to 
I)is  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  the  poftemoa  of  FocC 
JiQies,  and  of  the  river  Ganpibia. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E      XI. 

In  order  to  prevent  all  difcuflions  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
the  two  Courts  (hall  agree,  either  by  the  Definitive  Treaty, 
w  by  a  fcparatc  Aft,  upon  the  boundaries  to  be  fixed  to  their 
^rpcftivc  po(refEons.  The  gum  trade  (hall  be  carried  on  m 
future  as  the  £ngli(hand  French  nations  carried  it  on  before 
Aeyear  1755. 

*  ART  I. 
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ARTICLE      XII. 

In  fcgaid  to  the  reft  of  the  coafts  of  Africa^  the  fubjefibof 
both  powers  flisdl  cootiaue  to  frequent  them^  according  ta 
die  caftom  which  has  prevailed  hitherto. 

ARTICLE      XIIL 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  (hall  reftore  to  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Mkjefty  all  the  eftablifhmenu  which  belonged  to 
him  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war  on  the  coaft 
0fOrixa»  and  in  Bengal,  with  liberty  to  furround  Chander- 
iiagor  with  a  ditch  for  draining  the  waters^  and  his  Britan- 
nic Majeily  engages  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  in  his 
90wer  for  fecunng  to  the  fubjeds  of  France  in  that  part  of 
tndia^  as  alfo  on  the  qoaft  of  Orixa,  Coromandel^  and  Ma- 
labar,  a  fafe^  free,  and  independent  trade,  fuch  as  was  car* 
tied  on  by  the  late  French  Eaft-India  Company,  whelher  it 
becarriea  on  by  them  as  individuals  or  as  a  company. 

ARTICLE      XIV. 

Pondidberry>  as  well  as  Karical,  (hall  likewife  be  reftorcd^ 
and  guaranteed  to  France  ;  and  his  Britannic  Majefty  fhall 
procure^  to  ferve  as  a  dependency  round  Pondicherry,  the 
two  diftrifls  of  Valanour  and  Bahour ;  and  as  a  dependency 
sound  Karical,  the  four  contiguous  Magans. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  £      XV* 

France  fhall  a^ain  enter  into  pofTeffion  of  Mahe,  and  of 
the  comptoir  at  Surat ;  and  the  French  fliall  carry  on  cook^ 
merce  in  this  part  of  India  conformably  to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  this  Treaty* 

ARTICLE      XVL 

In  cafe  France  has  allies  in  India,  they  (hall  be  invited,  as 
well  as  tbofe  of  Great  Britain,  to  atcede  to  the  prefent  pa* 
cification  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  ^  term  of  four  months,  to 
be  computed  from  the  dxf  on  which  the  propofal  (hall  be 
made  to  them^  (hall  be  allowed  them  to  make  their  deci* 
fion  ;  and  in  cafe  of  a  refufal  on  their  part,  their  Britannic 
ant  Moft  Chri(tian  Majefties  ^gree  not  to  give  them  any 

affiftance. 


L  1783.  DEBATES.  169 

affifiance,  diredty  or  indircftly^  againft  tbe  Britifli  or  French 
pofieffioosy  or  againft  the  ancient  jpofleifions  of  their  refpec*,  ' 
tiTc  Allies ;  and  their  faid  Miyefties  ihall  offer  them;  thek 
good  offices  towards  a  mutual  accommodaiion« 

ARTICLE      XVII. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain,  defirous  of  giving  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  a  fincere  proof  df  reconciliation  and  friend- 
fhip,  and  of  contributing' to  the  foiiditv  of  the  peace  which 
is  on  the  point  of  being  re-eftabliihea,  will  confent  to  the* 
abrogation  and  fuppreffion  of  all  the  articles  relative  to  Dun- 
kirky  from  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht  in  1713^ 
inclofivcly  to  this  time. 

ARTICLE      XVIrt. 

By  the  Definitive  Treaty,  all  thofe  which  have  exiftcd  till: 
now  between  the  two  High  G>ntrafling  Parties,  and  which 
fhall  not  have  been  derogated  from  either  by  the  faid  Treaty, ' 
or  by  the  prefent  Preliminary  Treaty,  fhall  be  renewed  and 
coimnDed  ;  and  the  two  Courts  (hall  name  Comipiffioners  to 
inijmTt  into  the  ftate  of  commerce  between  the  two  nations, 
in  order  to  agree  upon  new  arrangements  .of  trade,  on  the 
footfiig  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience.  The  faid 
twoCburts  (hall  together  amicably  iix^  a  competent  term  foe 
the  duration  of  that  bufinefs. 


ARTICLE      XIX. 


I. 


AH  the  countries  and  territories  which  may  have  been,  or 
which  may  be,  conquered  in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfo- 
ever,  by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  or  by  thofe  of 
his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  which  kre  not  included  in 
the  prefent  articles,  (hall  be  reftored  without  difficulty,  and 
without  requiring  compenfation. 

ARTICLEXX. 

As  it  is  neceifary  to  alEgn  a  fixed  epoch  for  the  reftltutions 
and  evacuations  to  be  made  by  each  of  the  High  Contrafting 
Parties,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  (hall 
caufe  to  be  evacuated  the  iflands  of  St,  Pierre  and  Miquelon 

Vol.  IX.  Z  thre« 
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three  months  after  the  ratification  of  thfc  DcfinitiTe  Treaty^ 
or  feoneir  if  it  can  be  done ;  St.  Lucia  in  the  Weft  ladies, 
and  Goreein-Afrka,  three  months  after  the  ratification  of 
the  Definitive  Treaty,  or  (boner  if  it  ean  be  done.  The  King 
of  Great  Britain  fhall,  in  like  manner,  at  the  end  of  three 
months  after  the  rati&atio|i  of  tl^  Pefinitive  Treaty,  or 
fooner  if  it  can  be  done,  enter  again  into  poiTeffion  of  the 
ifladcfs  of  Gfenad^a,  the  Greaadioi^,^  St.  Vincent^  Domi- 
nica^ St.  Chrifiopher^s,  Nevi$,  and  Mctoitferrati 

France  fliaU  be  put  into  pofftffioat  of  the  tp^fis  and  comp«- 
toirs,  wfaieb.ave  reftored  to  hejr  in  the  Eaft  Indies^  and  of 
the  territQric&  which  are  procured^  for  her,  to  fcjrve  as  depen- 
4ety:ias  xojind.  £podicheri:y,.  and  round  Karical,  fix  laoath^ 
after  the  ratification  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  or  fooner  if  it 
can  be  done. 

France  fhall  at.  the.  end  af  the  f«n^  tf rfo  of  fix  months- 
reftore  the  towns  and  territories  which  her  arms  may  bate 
tlikeo  fcooi  the  Englifh  or  their  Allies  in  the  Eaft  Lidies. 

In  coniequencc  whereof,  the  necefiary  ordcms  flialihe  fent 
by'  each  of  the  High  ConCraQihg  Parties,  with  reciprocal 
pAflpotta  lor  tke  fhips  which'  fhall  carry  them/  in^nediately 
after  the  ratificatioa  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  •! 

ARTICLE      XXI. 

The  prifoACCS  made  re^e£kivel]|r  by  the  armftof  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty,  and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  by  (and  an4t>y 
fea,  (hall  be  refiored  reciprocally,  and  bonafidtj  immediately 
after  the  ratification  of  the  Dcnoitive  Treaty,  without  ran- 
fom,  and  on  paying  the  deUs  they  may  have  contrafted  du- 
ring their  captivity  ;  and  each  Crown  flull  refpcAivHcly  re- 
iqiburfe  the  iums  which  (hall  have  been  advanced  for  the 
fabliftence  and  maintenance  of  the?ir  prifoners,  by  the  Sove- 
reign of  i;he  country  where  they  fhall  have  been  detained, 
according  to  the  scccipts  and  atte.(led  accouats,  and  other  ao^ 
tlientic  titles  which  (hall  be  produjced  oi]^  each  fide, 

ARTICLE      XXIt 

In  order  to  prevent  all  cauies  of  complaint  and  <!ifpnfc 
which  may  arife  on  account  of  prizes  which  may  be  made  at 
fea  after  the  figning  of  thefc  Preliminary  Articles,  it  is  re- 
ciprocally agreed,  that  the  vclTcls  and  cffefts  which  may  be 

taken  in  the  Channel  and  in  the  North  Seas  after  the  fpace  of 

twelve 
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twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from  the  ratification  of  the  pre- 
feat  Preliminary.  Artictes^  fhall  be  feftore^*  on  each  fide. 
That  the  term  fhall  be  one  month  from  the  Channel  and 
North  Seas,  as  far  as  the  Cataary  Ilhrnds,  ihdiifiv^ly,  whe^ 
tfaef  in  the  Ocean  or  in  the  Mediterranean.  Two  moAthtf 
from  the  faid  Canary  lilands/ as  far  as  theEqairtfliaNine 
or  Equator  ;  and  laftly,  five  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
world.  Without  any  exception,  or  any  more  particular  de- 
fcripuoo  of  time  and  place. 

ARTICLE      XXIII.       . 

The  Tati^eation  of  the  prcfent  Preliminary  Articles  fhall 
he  expedited  in  good  and  due  form,  and  exchanged  in  the 
fpace  of  one  month^  or  footier  if  it  can  be  done,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  d  the  Signature  of  the  prcfent  articles. 

In  witneft  whereof,  we,  the  underwritten  Mrniiters 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  firitantlic  Majcfty,  and 
of  his  Mofl  Chriftian  Majefty,  by  virtue  of  our 
reipc^ve  full  powers^  have  figned  th6  prefent 
'  .Prcliminjiry  Articles,  and  have  caufed  the  feal 
of  our  arms  to  be  put  thereto. 

■  ^    ,  .  • 

♦         ♦ 

Done  at  Vcjfailles  the  aoth  day  of  January,  1783. 

(L*  S.)  AlLEYNE  Fitz-Herbert. 

(L.  S.)  .   Gaav2£il  at  Vskcennxs. 
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TRANSLATI ON 

'  .0/  the  PriUmn4ries  Articles  of  Peace  between  His  Britannic 
Majefiy^  andjhe  Mojl  Catholic  King  ;  Jlgned  at  FerfaiUes^  the 
7,0ib  of  January,  1783. 

In  tie  Name  of  the  Moji  Holy  Trinity. 

THE  King  of  Great  Britain  and  the  King  of  Spain^ 
equally  animated  with  a  deiire  of  putting  an  end  to  the  cala* 
mities  of  a  deftru&ive  war,  and  of  re^uablifhing  union  and 
good  uaderftanding  between  theno^.  as  neceflary  for  the  good 
of  mankind  in'general,  as  for  thai  of  their  refpeftive  king* 
domsy  flates,  and  fubje£ls,  have  named  for  this  purpofe,  viz* 
on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  Mr. 
Alley ne  Fitz- Herbert,  Mihifter  Plenipotentiary  of  hisfaid 
Majefty  ;  and  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Spain, 
Done  Peter  Paul  Abarea  de.Bolea  Ximines  d'Urnea,  &c. 
Count  of  Arandaand-CaftelFloridp,  Marauis  of  Torres,  of 
Villanaa^And  Rupit,  Vifcount  of  "Ruedaand  Yoch,  Baron  of 
the  Baronies  of  uavin,  Sietano,  iClamofa,  Enipol,  Trazmoz, 
La  Mata  de  Caftil,  Viego,  Antillon,  La  Almolda,  Cortes, 
Jorva^  St,  Genis,  RobovUlet ;  Oreau,  and  St.  Colome  de 
Fame's^  Lord  of  the  Tenaoce,  and  Honour  of  Alcalaten,  the 
Valley  of  Roddlar,  the  Cailles  and  Towns  of  Maella,  Me- 
fones,  Tiurana,  de  Villaplana,  Taradele,  and  Viladran,  &c. 
Rico  Hombre  in  Aragon,  by  Bjrth,  Grandee  of  Spain  of  the 
firft  Clafs,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  of 
that  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  Grentleman  of  the  King'3  Bed-cham- 
ber in  Employment,  Captain-general  of  his  Armies,  and  his 
AmbaiTador  to  His  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty  ;  who,  after  ha- 
ving duly  communicated  to  each  other  their  full  powers  in 
good  form,  have  agreed  on  the  following  Preliminary  Arti- 
cles: 

ARTICLE      I. 

AS  foon  as  the  Preliminaries  fhall  be  figned  and  ratified* 
iincere  friendfliip  (hall  be  re<^eftablifhed  between  his  Britannic 
Maiefty  and  his  Catholic  Majefty,  their  kingdoms,  ftates  and 
fubjeAs,'  by  ica  and  by  land,  in  all- parts  of  the  world.  Or- 
ders (hall  bie  fent  to  the  armies  and  fquadrons,  as  well  as  to 
the  fubjeAs  of  the  two  powers,  to  ftop  all  hoftilities,  and  to 
live  in  the  oraft  perfeft  union^  forgetting  what  has  pal&d,  of 

which 
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which  their  Sovereigns  g^ire  them  the  order  and  example;  aad 
for  the  execution  of  which  article,  fea-pafles  (hall  be  given 
on  each  fide  for  the  ihips  which  Ihall  be  difpatched  to  carry 
the  o«ws  of  it  to  the  poifelSods  of  the  faid  powers. 

ARTICLE    II. 
His  Catholic  Majefty  (hall  keep  the  ifland  of  Minorca. 

ARTICLE      in. 

His  Britannic  Majefly  (ball  cede  to  his  Catholic  Majcfty 
taft  Florida,  and  his  Catholic   Majcfty  fhall  keep  Weft 
Florida,  provided  that  the  term  of  eighteen  months,  to  be 
computed  from  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  {hall  be  granted  to  the  fubjeds  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jcfty who  are  fettled  as  well  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca  as  ia 
the  two  Floridas,  to  fell  their  eftates,   recover  their  debts, 
and  to  tranfport  their  cS^&Sf  as  well  as  their  perfons,  with- 
out being  rcflrained  on  account  of  their  religion/ or  under 
any  other  pretence  whatfoever,  except  that  of  debts  and  cri- 
miaal  profecutions ;  and  his   Britannic  Majefty  (hall  have 
power  to  caufe  all  the  effects  that  may  belong  to  him  in 
£ifi  Florida,  whether  artillery  or  others,  to  be  carried  away. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E      IV. 

His  Catholic  Majefty  fhall  not,  for  the  future,  fufFer  the 
fubje£is  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  or  their  workmen,  to  be 
difturbed  or  molefted,  under  any  pretence  whatfoever,  in 
their  occupation  of  cutting,  loading,  and  carrying  away  log- 
wood, in  a  diftrift  of  which  the  boundaries  fhall  b&  fixed, 
and  for  this  purpofe  they  may  build  without  hindrance,  and 
occupy  without  interruption,  the  houfes  and  magazines  ne- 
ceifary  for  them,  for  their  families,  and  for  their  effefis,  in  a 
place  to  be  agreed  upon,  either  in  the  Dctinitive  Treaty,  or 
within  fix  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  rati Hcations  ; 
and  his  faid  Catholic  Majefty  alTures  to  them,  by  this  article, 
the  entire  enjoyment  of  what  is  above  ftipulated ;  provided 
that  thefe  ftipulations  fhall  not  be  confidered  as  derogatory 
in  any  refpeft  from  the  rights  g£  his  fovercignty. 


AiR^TI- 
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ARTICLE    V. 

» 

His  Cathdlic  Majcfty  ftiall  rcftorc  to  Great  Britain,  the 
iflands  of  Providence  and  the  Bahamas,  without  exception 
in  the  fame  condition  in  which  they  were  when  they  were 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  the  King  of  Spaiiu 

ARTICLE      VI. 

All  the  countries  and  territories  which  may  have  been,  or 
may  be  conquered  in  any  part  of  the  world  whatfoever,  by 
the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  or  by  thofe  of  his  Ca» 
tholic  M»efty,  and  which  are  not  included  in  the  preient 
article^  fnall  be  reftored  without  difEculty,  and  without  re- 
quiring compenfations* 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E      VIL 

By  the  Definitive  Treaty,  all  thofe  which  have  exifted  tiR 
flow  between  the  two  High  Contrafiing  Parties,  and  whicl^ 
ihall  not  be  derogated  from  either  by  the  faid  Treaty,  or  by 
the  prefent  Prcliminaty  Treaty,  fhall  be  renewed  and  con- 
firmed ;  and  the  two  Courts  (hall  name  Commifiioners  to  en* 
^uire  into  the  ftate  of  commerce  between  the  two  nations, 
in  order  to  agree  upon  new  arrangements  of  trade,  on  the 
footing  of  reciprocity  and  mutual  convenience;  and  the  two 
<aid  Courts  ihall  together,  amicably  fix  a  competent  term 
for  the  duration  of  that  bufinefs. 

A  k  T  I  C  L  E     viir. 

As  It  i^  ncceflary  to  affign  a  fixed  epocli  for  the  reftitu^ 
tions  and  evacuations  to  be  made  by  each  of  the  High  Con- 
trafiing  Parties,  it  is  agreed.  That  the  King  of  Great  Britaia 
ihall  caufe  Eaft  Florida  to  be  evacuated  three  months  after 
the  ratification  of  the  Definitive  Treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
*■    be  done. 

The  KiQg  of  Great  Britain  flialt  liltewife  enter  again  into 
poflcffion  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  without  exception,  in  the 
ipace  of  three  moniObs  after  the  ratification  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty. 

In  confequence  wheradf  tlie  neceflary  orders  (hall  be  fent 
by  each  of  the  Hi^h  ContraSing  Panics,  with  reciprocal 
(>aflports  for  the  fhips,  which  fhall  carry  them  immediately 

After  the  ratification  of  the  Definitive  Treaty. 

Z  ART  I- 
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ARTICLE      IX. 

The  prifoners  made  rdpeftii^ely  by  the  arms  of  his  BrU 
Tannic  Majefty  and  hia  Catholic  Majefty,  by  fea  and  by 
hod,  fhall,  immediately  after  the  ratification  cEif  the  Defini* 
tive  Treaty,  be  reciprocally  and  bona  fide  reftored  without 
raafom,  and  on  paying  the  debts  they  may  have  eontrafied 
daring  their  captivity  ;  and  each  crown  Ihall  refpedively  re- 
imburfe  the  fums  which  (hall  have  been  advanced  for  |he 
fubliftence  and  maintenance  of  their  prifonei^  by  the  fo*- 
vereign  of  the  country  where  they  fhall  have  been  detained, 
according  to  the  receipts  and  attefted  accounts,  arnl  olhet 
audiCAtic  titles  which  (hall  be  produced  on  each  fide. 

ARTICLE      X, 

fa  order  to  prevent  all  caufes  of  complaint  and  difpite, 
tfhich  may  arife  on  account  of  prizes  which  may  be  made  aj( 
fea  after  the  figning  of  thcfe  Preliminary  Articles,  it  is  re^ 
ciprocally  agreed  that  the  Qiips  and  effects  which  may  be 
taVeain  the  Cl>annel,  or  in  the  North  Seas,  after  the  fpace  of 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from  the  ratification  of  the 
prefcBt  Preliminary  Articles,  (hall  be  reftored  on  each  {ide« 

That  the  term  fnaU  be  one  month  from  the  Channel,  and 
the  North  Ssas  as  far  as  the  Canary  iflands  inclufively,  whe-> 
tfccf  in  the  Ocean  or  the  Mediterranean.  Two  months  frons 
thefaid  Canary  iilai^s  .as.far  as  the  Jlqitinoflial  line,  or 
Equator;  and,  laflly,  five  months  in  all  parts  df  the  world 
without  exception,  or  other  more  defcriptioa  of  time  and 
place. 

A  R  T  r  C  L  B      X*. 

The  ratifications  of  the  prefcnt  Preliminary  Articles  (hall  . 
b«  expedited  4n  good  and  due  form,  and  excanged  in  the 
fpace  of  one  month,  or  fooncr  if  it  can  be  done,  to  be  con»- 
putecj  from  the  day  of  the  fignaturc  of  the  prefcnt  articles. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  uoder-written  MiniRers 
Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefly  and  of 
his  Cajtholic  M^jcfty,,  hy  virtue  of  our  refpcOive 
powers,  have  agreed  npon,  and  figned  thefe  Pren 
liminary  Articles,  and  have  'cautcd  the  feal  of 
our  arms  to  be  put  thereto. 

Dottc  at  Verfailles  the  20th  day  of  January  1 783. 

(L.  S.)  AlI,SYK£    FlTZ-HtRBERT^ 

(L.  S.)  Lz  CoMTfi  D'Aran.da^ 
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ARTICLES 

'Agreed  Upon  hy  mnd  between  Richard  Ofwaldy  efj»  the  Commif" 
Jioner  of  his  Britannic  Afaje/fy  for  treating  9/  peace  with  the 
CemniiJ/iorrers  of  the  United  States  of  jfmerica,  in  behalf  of 
his  faid  Mfljejtyy  on  the  one  party  and  John  jf dams,  Benjamin 
Franklin  J  John  jfay,  and  Henry  Laurens  ^  four  of  the  Corn- 
mi  ffioners   of  the  faid  States  for  treating  of  Peace  with  the 

♦  CommiJJioner  of  his  faid  Majefly,  m  their  behalf  on  the  other 
fart ;  to  be  inferted  in  and  to  conflitute  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
fropofed  to  be  concluded  between  the  Crown  of  Great^Britain 
and  the  faid  United  States ;  but  which  Treaty  is  not  to  be  corh 
eluded  until  terms  of  a  Peace  fhall  be  agreed  upon  between 
Great'Britain  and  France  ;  and  his  Britannic  Majejiy  fhall 
he  ready  to  conclude  fuch  Treaty  accordingly. 

WHEREAS  reciprocal  advantages  and  routnal  conlrc- 
nience  arc  found  by  experience  to  form  the  only  permanent 
foundation  of  peace  and  friendfhip  between  States,  it  is 
agreed  to  form  the  articles  of  the  propofed  treaty  on  'fuch 
principles  of  liberal  equity  and  rectprocrity,  as  that  partial 
advantages,  thofe  feeds  of  difcord,  being  excluded,  fuch  a 
beneficial  and  fatisfaflory  intercourfe  between  the  two  coun- 
tries may  be  eftablifhed  as  to  promife  and  fecure  to  both  per* 
petual  peace  and  harmony. 

ARTICLE    I. 

His  Britannic  Majefty  acknowledges  the  faid,  United 
States,  viz.  New  Hampfhirc,  Maffachufcts  Bay,  Rhode 
Ifland,  and  Providence  Plantations,  Connedicut,  New- 
York,  New  Jcrfcy,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to 
be  Free,  Sovereign,  and  Independent  States  ;  that  he  treats 
with  them  as  fuch  ;  and  for  himfclf,  his  heirs,  and  fuccef- 
fors,  relinquilhes  all  claim  to  the  government,  propriety, 
and  territorial  rights  of  the  fame,  and  every  part  thereof : 
and  that  all  difputes  which  might  arife  in  future,  on  thefub- 
jeft  of  the  boundaries  of  the  faid  United  States,  may  be  pre- 
vented, it  is  hereby  agreed  aild  declared  that  the  following 
are  and  (hall  be  their  boundaries,  viz. 

ARTICLE    II.   ^ 

From  the  north-weft  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  viz.  that  an- 
gle which  is  formed  by  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the 

'  fource 
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iboice  of  St.  Croix  River  to  the  Highlands  x  along  the  faid 
iflaods,  which  divide  thofe  rivers  that  eaiptv  thenilclvet  into 
the  River  St.  Lanrence  from  thofe  which  tall  into  the  At- 
lantic Oceao^  to  the  fforth'^wefteramoft  head  of  Conneftidnt 
Rirer,  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the 
fortv-fifth  degree  of  north  faltitpd^,  from  thence  by  a  line  due 
weft  oB  faid  latitude,  until  it  ftrikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Ca« 
taraqaj  ;,  thence  along  the  n^iddle  of  faid  river  into  Lake 
Ootanoi  thronrii  the  middle-of  faid  lake,  until  it  ftrikes  the 
coaunonicatioa  oy  water  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Erie  ; 
thence  along  the  middle  of  faid  communication  into  Lake 
Ericy  through  the  middle  of  Aid  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the 
water  coouminication  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Huron  ; 
theace  along  the  middle  of  faid  water  communication  into 
the  Lake  Hurdn  ;  thence  through  the  middle  of  faid  lake  to 
the  water  communication  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Supe* 
tior ;  tbencel  ibroi^  Lake  Superior,  northward  of  the  Iflea 
Rojal  ^od  Phelipeanx,  to  the  Long  Lake,  thence  thiough 
the  middle  of  fiuo  Lone  Lake,  and  the  water  communica* 
lion  between  it  and  the  Ladce  of  the  Woods,  to  the  (aid  Lako 
of  the  Woods ;  thence  through  the  faid  lake  to  the  moffc 
Qonh-wefterU  point  thereof,  and  from  thence  on  a  due  weft 
coode  to  the  River  Miifiiiippt ;  thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
aloog  the  middle  of  the  faid  lUver  Miffi(fippi|  until  it  Ihall 
ioteited  the  northernmoft  part  of  the  thir|.y-firft  degree  of 
north  latitude.    South,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  eaft  from 
the  determination  of  the  hue  laft  mentioned,  in  the  latitude 
of  thirty«obe  degrees  north  of  the  Equator,  to  the  middle 
of  the  River  Apalacbiook,  or  Catahouche  ;  thence  along 
the  middle  thereof  to  itt  junftion  with  the  Flint  River  i 
thence  ftrait  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  River  ;  and  thence 
down  alon^  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  River  to  the  Atlantic       « 
Oceaa.    Laft,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the 
Hirer  St4  Croix,  from  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to 
itt  ibnrcr,  and  from  its  fource  dirrdly  north  to  the  afore* 
faid  hidilandsy  which  divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the  At^ 
isotic  Ocean,  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  river  Kt»  Lau^ 
rcnce ;  comprehending  all  iflands  withiti  twenty  leases  of 
Wf  part  ftf  the  fhores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  bf'^ 
tween  liaes  to-be  drawn  due  eaft  from  the  points  where  th^ 
aforefatd  boondlries,  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  parr, 
sod  Eaft  Florida  on  the  other,  fliall  refpeAively  touch  tfa^ 
iiay  of  Fundv  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  excepting  fnch 
Vol.  IX. '  A  a  iflaorfi 
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iflahds'as  now  ate,  or  heretofore  have  been,  within  the  li« 
mits  of  the  fatd  province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

ARTICLE      III, 

Tt  is  agreed  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  fhall  con* 
tinue  to  enjoj  unnnolefted  the  right  to  take  fifli  of  every  kind 
pn  the  Grand  Bank,  and  on  all  the  other  Banks  of  New- 
foundland ;  aUb  in  the  Giilph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  all 
Other  places  in  the  fea,  where  the  inhabitants  of  both  coun- 
tries ufed  at  any  time  heretofore  to  iifh  ;  and  alfo  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  Sts^tes  (hall  have  liberty  to  take  filh 
of  every  kind  on  fuch  part  of  the  coaft  of  NewfonndUnd  as 
Britifli  fi(hern)en  (hallufe  (but  not  todry  or  core  the  fame  on 
that  iflahd)  and  alio  on  the  coafts,  bays,  and  creeks,  of  all 
other  of  his  Britannic  Majefty's  dominions  in  America;  and 
that  the  American  fifbermen  (hall  have  liberty  to  dry  and 
cure  fiih  in  any  of  the  unfertled  bays,  harbours,  and  creeks, 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  lllands,  and  Labrador,  fo  long 
as  the  fame  ihall  remain  unfertled ;  but  fo  foon  as  the  lame 
or  either  of  them  fhall  be  fettled,  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  faid  fifbermen'  to  dry  or  ci^re  fiih  at  fuch  fetdement, 
yrithout  a  previous  agreement  for  that  purpofe  with  the  in* 
habitants^  proprietors,  or  poKTefTors  of  the  ground. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  p     ly, 

It  is  agreed,  that  creditors  on  either  fide  (hall  meet  with 
no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  their  full  value  it 
flerling  money  pf  ^11  bona ^  debts^  heretofore  cofitraded. 

*  ARTICLE      V? 

• 
It  ifi  agreed,  that  the  Copgrefs  fhall  carneflly  recommend 
it  to  the  legiflatyres  ^f  the  refpefkivp  States^  to  provide  for 
the  reflitutio|i  of  all  eftaies,  righy,  find  properties,  which 
have  bpen  <;onfifcated,  belonging  to  real  Britin^  fobje£tS|  and 
alfo  of  the  eflates,  rights,  and  properties  of  peiibns  rcfident 
in  diflri£ts,  in  tl>e  ppireflion  of  his  Majefty's  arms,  aqd  who 
have  not  bprne  arms  againft  the  faid  United  States.  And 
that  perfons  of  any  other  defcription  fhall  have  free  liberty 
Jo  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  and  therein  to  remain  twelve  months  unmolefled  in 
^ir  endeavours  to  obtain  the  rcftitution  of  f|ich  of  tbcir 

I  eftHcs, 
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€i{atc$»  rights,  and  properties,  as  may  have  been  cAnlcattd  ; 
and  that  Congrcfs  mall  alfo  earneftly  recocnniend  ttf^he  fe- 
Tcrai  States  a  reconfideration  and  revifion  of  all  ads  ot  laws 
rtgarding  the  premifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  Aid  laws  or  a£ts 
pcrfcftly  coirfiftent,  not  only  with  jtiftice  and  ctjull^,  hut 
with  that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which  on  the  return  of  the 
blcilings  of  peace  ffiould  univerfaUy  prevail.  And  that  Con- 
grcfs mall  alfo  earncftly  recommend  to  the  feveral  Statels, 
that  the^eftates,  rights,  and  properties,  of  the  Jgft-ment>e0ed 
perfons  (hall  be  reftorcd  to  them  ;  they  refunding  to  any 
perfons  who  may  be  now  in  poiftilion  the  kona  jide  piice 
(vhere  any  has  been  given)  which  fuch  perfons  may  have 
paid  on  purchafing  any  of  the  faid  lands  or  properties  iince 
the  confifcation* 

And  it  is  agreed,  that  all  perfons  who  have  any  intereft  in 
ponfifcated  lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage  fettlemcnts,  os 
otherwife,  (hall  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  in  the  pro- 
fccation  of  their  juft  righti, 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E      VI. 

Thatther^  fhall  beDo  future  confifcations  made,  nor  any 
profecinions  commenced  againft  ai^y  perfon  or  perfons  Tor 
or  by  rcafon  of  the  part  which  he  or  they  may  have  taken  in 
the  preient  war  ;  and  that  no  perfon  (hall,  oh  that  account, 
fuffer  any  future  lo(s  or  damage,  either  in  his  perfon,  liber- 
ty, or  property  ;  and  that  thofe  who  may  be  in  confinement 
on  fuch  charges,  at  t^e  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty 
in  America,  (halt  be  immediately  fet  at  liberty,  and  the  pro<» 
iecutions  fo  commenced  be  difcontinucd. 

ARTICLE      Vll. 

There  (hall  be  a  firm  apd  perpetual  peace  between  his  Bri- 
tanoic  Majefty  and  the  faid  States,  and  between  the  iuhjeds 
of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of  the  pther,  wherefore  a4l  hofti- 
lities  both  by  fea  and  If  p4  fl'^all  (hen  immediately  ceafe  :  all 
prifoners  on  both  (ides (hall  be  fet  at  liberty,  and  his  Britan* 
nic  Majefty  (liall,  with  ^11  convenient  ipeed,  and  without 
caafing  any  deftrudioo,  or  parrying  away  any  negroes^  or 
other  property  of  the  Aiperican  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his 
armies,  gamfons,  and  fleets  from  the  faid  United  States,  and 
from  every  port^  place,  and  harbour  within  the  fame ;  leav- 
ing in  all  fortifications  the  American  artillery  that  may  be 

therein : 
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therein  rjfaid  (ball  alfo  order,  and  caufe  all  archives,  recordi, 
deeds,,  tapd  papers,  belonging  to  any  of  the  faid  Sutei,  or 
their  citizens,  which  in  the  courie  of  the  war  may  have  hlltn 
into  the  hands  of  his  officers,  to  be  forthwith  reftorod  and 
delivecef)  to  the  proper  States  and  perTons  to  whom  they  be- 
long,   p 

''  ARTICLE     vm. 

The  navigation  of  the  Mtffiflipp!,  from  its  Iburcc  to  the 
Oc^an,  Hiall  forever  remain  free  and  open  to  the  fubjeAs  of 
Great  firitain  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

ARTICLE      1%. 

In  cafe  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  any  place  or  territory  be* 
longing  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  the  United  States,  fliould  be 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either  from  the  6ther,  before  the 
arrival  of  thefe  articles  in  America,  it  is  agreed,  that  tbs 
fame  ihall  be  reftored  without  dijficulty,  and  without  requi- 
ring any  compenfation. 

pone  at  Paris,  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  in  the  yiar 
J  one  thoufand  fevet^  hundred  and  eighty-two. 

Richard  O^WAtD. 

John  Adams. 
B.  Frakklik. 

ioiiN  Jay. 
Iemry  Laurbns* 

Witncfs, 

Caleb  Whitefpord, 
Secretary  to  the  Britilh  Commiitiofi, 

W,  S.  Frakklih, 
Secretary  to  the  American  Commiffion. 


A.  1783.  DEBATES.  l5i 

When  the  papers  had  been  all  ready  Mr.  Town(hend 
rooved^  that  they  might  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  infpeftion 
of  the  members.  This  motion  paifed  without  any  oppolition. 

Lord  Newbaven  then  rofe,  and  faid,  that  as  the  public  was  J^'<'  New* 
fo  deeply  concerned  and  interefted  in  the  articles  that  had  **^**' 
been  read,  it  was  but  juft  that  they  (hould  be  fully  apprifed 
of  their  contents ;  for  it  was  not  fufEcicnt  that  the  members 
of  that  Houfe  (hould  have  read  them ;  it  was  neceflfary  that 
the  people  at  large  fhould  have  an  opportunity  of  weighing 
and  difcuffin^  every  article,  before  the  Houfe  Ihould  be  call- 
ed upon  to  give  a  definitive  opinion  on  them ;  he  therefore 
moved,  that  the  articles  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sicretary  Tow/t/hend  faid,  that  a  motion  of  this  nature  Mr.Secre« 
was  unufaal ;  nay  it  was  without  precedent :  there  was  a  de-  ury  T»wa« 
licacy  in  foreign  courts  in  matters  of  treaties,  which  was  not  **"^* 
felt  in  our  government ;  however.  Parliament  iri  deference  to 
this  delicacy,  had  always  refrained  from  printing  treaties^ 
cr()ectaUy  thofe  which  vivre^preliminary  only,  and  not  defi- 
nitive. 

Mr.  Eden  rofe  merely  to  exprefs  the  feelings  which  the  Mr.iacu^ 
fifth  article  of  the  Provifional  Treaty  (relative  to  the  Loy- 
alifls)  had  excited  in  his  breaft :  he  was  (hocked  to  find^ 
that  no  protifion  whatever  was  made  for  the  unfortunate  ad- 
iereots  to  the  unfortunate  caufe  of  Britain  :  the  fituation  of 
thefe  gentlemen  was  truly  deplorable :  it  was  well  known, 
that  thoufands  of  them  had  quitted  Charles-town,  and  had 
failed,  fome  for  St.  Augufline,  fome  for  New- York ;  but 
what  was  the  news  that  rficy  were  to  hear  there  ?  Why,  that 
the  one  was  to  be  ceded  to  Spain,  the  other  to  America ;  and 
that  no  flipulation  had  been  made  in  ^heir  favour ;  a  treaty 
in  which  thefe  men  were  abandoned,  who  had  abandoned 
every  thing  for  us,  was  of  a  melancholy  nature  indeed  ;  and 
hc^troftcd  that  his.  Majefty's  Miniflers  were  doing  every 
thing  in  their  power,  and  would  continue  fo  to  do,  until 
they  fhould  have  procured  fome  eftablifhment  for  thefe  un- 
fortunate gentlemen.  Mr.  Eden  was  proceeding,  when  he 
was  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  Dcmpjier,  who  faid,  that  whether  the  treaty  was -a  Mr.D«np* 
cood  or  bad  one,  was  not  now  the  queftion  ;  the  motion  be-  ^^* 
TOTt  the  Houfe  was,  that  ^he  papers  which  had  been  read, 
Ihould  be  printed  ;  the  honourable  member  ouo^ht  therefore 
to  confine  himfclf  folely  to  the  fubjcft  matter  of  that  motion. 

Mr.  Eden  replied,  that  he  did  not,  by  any  means,  intend  Mr.  £ae»t 
to  bring  on  then  a  difcuffiori  of  the  treaties ;  be  meant  fimply 
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to  etprcfs  his  hope  iind  coniidtfKJe  that  Miniftbrs  were  bofied 
in  fettling  and  ftipuUting  Ibmcthing  for  the  Loyalifts,  who 
had'  fo  urong  a  claim  on  the  honour  and  gratittadc  of  thil 
country. 
Cummotf         Commodore  Johnjlone  ^as  by  no  means  fatisfied  with  the 
dowjoha-  jrcafoni^  alledged  by  Mr.  Secretary  Townlhend^  for  not  prin- 
ting the  articles :  they  were  of  the  laft  hnportance  to  the 
public ;  the  Minifters  had  prefomed  to  give  away  America ; 
and  were  not  the  public  to  be  made  fully  acquainted  with 
the  grounds  of  fo  great  a  tranfafiion  ?    The  right  honourable 
member  had  mentioned  the  delicacy  of  foreign  courts ;  but 
be  was  afraid  that  the  delicacy  of  Minifters  wis  inilich  mort 
/    *  deeply^  cohcerned,  and  that  they  were  not  withdot  tlieir  rea- 

fons  for  wifhin^  to  keep  from  the  miblic  eye  fo  fingolar  t 
treatr*  The  right  honourable  member  faid^  the  printing  of 
treaties  was  unprecedented  :  to  this  hie  would  reply,  thcit  the 
giving  away  of  fo  great  a  part  of  tn  empire  as  America  Wai 
without  a  precedent  in  the  annals  of  the  world.  It  ^iis  ridi^ 
culous  to  talk  of  forms  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  every  member  of 
P^rliliment  had  a  right  to  fend  for  a  copy  of  the  artidei,  and 
afterwards  to  print  \hem  :  would  it  not  be  modi  better  that 
they  fliould  be  printed  by  order  of  the  Hon(b. 
^M  ^f"*  ^^*  Cbafuelidr  Pitt  rofe  with  feme  warmth  ;  he  WttS  for- 
ce  or  iti.  p^.5^^j  jj^j^^  jjj^  honourable  member  ihould  iiappofe  thbt  Mini* 

iters  had  tiny  defire,  or  kny  reafon  for  deiiring,  that  the  afti« 

cles  fhould  be  kept  back  from  the  knowledge  of  the  people  t 

It  was  their  wifh  that  they  fhould  be  weighed,  digeftedi  can- 

Yaifed  as  tiiuth  as  poffible  ;  and  to  the  mtfrit  only  of  the  arti<- 

cles  they  trufled  for  the  fupport  of  Parliament.    The  cha* 

raders  of  Minifters  were  fnch  as  fhould  fhield  them  from  ^^f 

imputation  of  having  done  any  thing  in  the  franling  of  the 

articles^  that  they  fhould  be  afraid  to  fubmit  to  the  ete  of 

the  public.  A$  to  the  otieftion  immediately  before  the  Houfe^ 

Jie  had  confulted  the  [  ourhals,  and  he  was  not  able  to  fSttd, 

that  in  any  inftance  the  Houie  ^ad  ordered  the  Preliminary 

Articles  of  a  Treaty  to  be  printed  4  and  as  the  Hoilfe  oil 

former  occafions  had  refrained  from  doing  any  fudi  thing,  be 

thought  it  would  l)e  proper  to  adopt  the  hime  line  of  conduft 

pn  the  prefent  qccaiion. 

Mr.  f !.«.     ,    Mr.  Fox  faid,  it  had  been  his  intention  not  to  have  fatd  a 

word  on  the  prefent  occafion  ;  but  he  really  could  not  avoid 

making  a  few  obfervations  on  what  had  been  faid  by  the  right 

honourable  member  who  had  juft  (at  down  :  The  right  ho* 

nourab^emiwber  bad  been  pleaied  to  take  offence  at  what  had 

been 
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been  faid  by  another  meinber  near  bioo,  [Commodore  John^ 
ftooe]  relative  to  the  Ti-caty  of  Pcjicc  :  now  though  it  wat 
well  known,  that  the  right  honourable  member  did  not  differ 
more  from  the  honourable  member  in  politics  than  he*  [Mr, 
Fox]  diid  ;  yet,  otk  thi?  occafion,  he  muft  contend,  that  the 
hoooarabl^  membtr,  who  had  all  along,  for  year$  pafl,  ex-» 
prefled  kh  fentimeAfi  hoftile  to  thq  idea  of  American  inde* 
peodei|C€,  was  not  at  ^W  to  blame  for  exprefling  hie  indigna- 
tion at  aa  artjdo,  wki^h  fccured  that  very  independence ;  ani 
though  he  himfelf  [Mr,  Fox}  felt  no  indignation  whatever 
agaiaft  that  ankle,  yet  he  muft  infift,^  that  it  was  not  indecent 
Qi  unbecoming;  in  th^  honourable  member  to  exprefs  on  fiKh  an 
oceafion,  the  lOdigqatiM  that  he  felt  s  Liberty  of  fpoech^iraa 
the  privilege  of  a  mefuhcr  of  that  Houfe;  and  if  he  was  10 
be  reprcfented  as  having;  faid  or  done  fomeihing  improper, 
merely  for  having  exerc&fed  this  righr^  be  might  juft  as  well 
not  have  tlie  jM-ivilcg^  at  all. 

Mr-  CimoeUcr  Pin  interrupted  Mr*  Fox ;  he  rofc  merely  **'•  ^|J?«- 
toexplaii^:  He  faid,  h€  had  nqt  taken  any  offence  at  what  ' 
th€  honourable  member  had  faid  agaioft  the  peace ;  he  wai 
hurt  only  9t  thq  fu^eftion  of  the  honourable  member,  that 
Mioifte.rs  were  nnwiUing  to  publlfli  the  articles,  becaufe  there 
was  6>n)ethtng  in  them  that  they  wiflied  to  keep  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  public, 

Mr.  Fm  continued :  he  obferved,  that  many  thipgi  were  Mr.  Fat. 
unufual  in  former  periods,  which  were  now  come  greatly  into 
nfe;  fuch  as  printing  the  eftimates  of  the  army  extraordina* 
ries,  which  had  never  been  printed,  till  within  the  four  laft 
years :  i^hy  not  treaties  of  peace  be  alfo  printed  >  Evef  y  gen- 
tiiaqitta  in  th^  Ho«fe  knew>  that  the  articles  which  had  juft. 
been  read,  would,  even  ^ith<?ut  the  autbqrity  of  the  Houfe, 
lind  th^xt  way  into  the  newfpapers,  or  fome  pmphlet ;  and 
ihiae  vonld  be  this  di^erenc^  betwqsp  fuch  a  publication, 
f  nd  that  which  Qiould  be  made  by  order  of  the  Houfe,  that 
the  foriBcr  wo<9ld  contain  many  inajp^prficies ;  the  latter  none : 
VonU  gentleman  ther«ifore  rather  have  9  mutilated  or  inaccu- 
nt9  publication  of  fo  importar\t  a  mattf^r,  th^  a  perfpfft  an(| 
aoenrate  one  ?  —  He  mpft  differ,  however,  ffom  the  h$]^ou« 

tablQ  ipembfT,  when  he  faid  »  member  had  ^  right  to  fend  for 
a  copy,  and  aflarwarda  cau<o  it  tp  be  printed ;  the  U&  was^ 
that  every  memher  had  a  right  IP  fend  for  a  copy  of  any  pa- 

Ei  that  had  been  laid  before  thf  Houfe ;  but  it  would  be  ^ 
^fa  breach  of  privilege  in  9ny  member  to  qaufe  it  to  b^ 
prmttd  witfaflui  the  leavje  Qf  the  Hoyfp.    The  right  bonou-i 
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rable  member  had  got  a  habit  of  appealing  to  the  charaders 
of  his  colleagues  in  office,  in  order  to  make  the  Houfe  enter- 
tain a  favourable  opinion  of  their  condud  on  the  prefent  oc- 
caiion  ;•  fuch  an  appeal,  he  believed,  would  be  of  little  fer- 
vice  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  ^or  it  was  well  knowa 
that  two  of  his  Majefty's  Minifters,  of  high  rank  and  cha- 
rader,  difapproved  of  the  peace ;  and  therefore  he  niuil  go 
fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  the  prefent  articles  came  to  the  Houfe 
•     under  no  very  favourable,  on  the  contrary,  under  very  fuf- 
picious  appearances. 
Mr.  Secre-       Mr.  Secretary  lownjhend  wifhed  Lorcl  Newhaven  would 
AeL;"*'"*  withdraw  his  motion  ;  though  he  certainly  did  not  mean  to 
divide  the  Houfe  with  nim  ;  becaufe  he  wifhed  for  unanimi- 
ty, as  far  at  leaft^s  it  was  poffible^  in  any  queftion  that  re- 
lated  to  the  peace. 
Lord  New-       Lord  Newhavin  £ud,  that  he  did  not  make  the  motion, 
haven.        till  he  had  maturely  weighed  it  in  his  own  mind ;  and  having 
made  it  with  deliberation,  he  would  not  haftily  withdraw  it. 
Mr.  Alder-       Mr.  Alderman  fVilkes  faid,  he  believed  he  could  cut  the 
manWiiket  matter  fliort,  by  informing  them,  that  copies  of  the  articles 
had  been  alfo  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords ;  and  that  tbcir 
lordfliips  had  already  ordered  them   to  be  printed.    This 
raifed  a  great  laugh  ;  the  Miniftcrs  gave  up  the  point;  the 

?ueftion  was  put  and  carried  without  a  divifion^  and  the 
loufe  adjourned  imtnediatdy. 

January  28. 

After  the  order  of  the  day  for  hearing  council  on  the  Bill 
of  Pains  and  Penalties  againft  Sir  Ihomas  Rumbold^  and 
Peter  Perrihg,  Efq.  was  moved'  for, 
Sir  Thomai  Sir  Thomas  RumboU  rofe,  and  begged  the  attention  of  the 
Runboid.  Houfe  for  a  few  moments,  while  he  mentioried  to  iheito,  that 
fcveral  reports  had  gone  abroad,  very  much  to  his  prejudice, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from  them  within  thofe  walls, 
becaufe  he  knew  the  candour  and  good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  too 
well,  to  imagine  them  capable  of  being  influenced  by  fuch 
idle  reports :  but  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  was  to  let  them 
pafs  unnoticed,  the  public  would  fuppofe  there  were  ibme 
grounds  for  them  :  he  fhoUld  theit'brc  obfcrve  on  one-  p*fti* 
cular  that  had  lieen  frequently  fpoke  of  without  doors,  which 
was,  that  he  had  not  given  in  the  inventories.  He  had  deli- 
vered in  to  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament,  a  full  account  of 
Lady  RumboldV  jewels^  He  confcll<xl  be  did  not  fpecificially 

mention 
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mention  iheoi,  but  that  he  did   in  conftquencc'  of  what 
had  dropped  from  a  learned  Lord*  6n  a  former  day,   who* 
feemed  to  think  it  would  be  rather  indelicate  to  particularife' 
fo  minutely  matters  of  the  fort ;  but,  fo  far  from  his  coh-* 
cealing  any  part  of  his  property  under  this  mafk,   that  he 
could  mod  folemnly  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  Lady  Rumbotd 
bad  not  lincc  her  marriage  500I.  or  to  fpeak  in  the  amplcft 
manner,   loool.  worth  of  jewels  added  to  what  (lie  had  be-         *      " 
fore  pofleffcd.    He  did  not  dcfirc  gentlemen  to  depend  merely 
on  his  aflcrtion,  but  he   earneftly  called  on   them,  and  en- 
treated them  to  iift  the  matter  to  the  bottom.    He  was  ready 
to  anfwcr  any  interrogatories  they  might  put  to  him,  whictf 
he  hoped  and  trufted  they  would,  as  he  had  more  to  dread' 
from  fufpicion  than  from  any   fafts  which  could  be  proved* 
againft  him. 

Mr.  David  Hartley  h\d,  he  did  not  obferve  any  of  the  Mr.Davij 
^Itniftry  in  their  places,  yet  notwithfianding  he  thought  ^*"**y- 
what  he  had  to  obferve  was  of  fuch  moment  as  not  to  be 
procrafiinated  on  that  account.  He  had  confidered  the  Prc- 
limary  Articles  with  France  and  Spain,  and  the  Provifional 
Treaty  with  the  United  States  of  America  ;  and  that  by  the 
former  no  French  or  Spanifh  (hips  could  be  captured  in  the 
narrow  feas  by  us,  twelve  days  after  the  ratification  of  the 
articles,  but  that  American  vcflcls  might  be  taken  at  any 
time  before  the  treaty  with  them  was  finally  concluded. 
This  was  what  he  wifhed  to  be  explained  to  him  by  gentle- 
men in  ofSce,  and  that  they  might  fet  him  right,  if  bis  con- 
ilru£tion  of  the  articles  was  wrong ;  if  otherwife,  he  con- 
ceived it  highly  becoming  Adminiftration  to  adopt  the  fame 
period  for  the  ceiTation  of  hoftilities  with  America  that  they 
have  with  the  other  powers.  It  would  be  requifite  alfo  to 
repeal  the  a£k  which  pafled  in  1776,  reftraining  the  trade 
with  America  ;  he  therefore  gave  notice,  that  on  to-morrow 
he  would  make  a  motion  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  BurJte  coincided  with  the  laft  honourable  fp^aker,  on  Mr.  Bnrke, 
the  ncceffity,  not  only  of  repealing  the  reftrainihg  aft,  but 
alfo  all  thofe  afts  which  related  to  the  trade  of  America  with 
this  country,  particularly  that  the  Navigation  Aft  fhould  be 
fully  revifcd,  and  a  proper  and  well  digeftcd  fyftem  of  trade 
laid  before  the  Houfc  for  their  confideration  :  but  this  he  was 
ibrry  jto  find  Miniftry  had  not  paid  the  fmallcft  attention  to  ;  * 
for  if  they  had,  we  Ihould  have  fccn  them,  at  ihe  fame  time 
they  left  on  our  table  the  Provifional  Treaty,  alio  lay  down 
fi>D>e  plan  or  regulations  for  the  future  comaierce  of  this 

kingdom 
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kingdom  vitb  Anisrica ;  fbr  as  the  law  ftands  now»  wa$ 

^flre  a  final  pcaco  with  the  United  States  this  ioftant,  we 

could  not  tr?dc  but  only  to  p^^riicuUr  parts  of  Aaierica ;  fo 

that  it  W9&  giving  ^  power  to  Goyernment  to  )et  particular 

people  monopolize  this  trad^i  and  carry  on  i^  oaoft  lucrative 

traffic  to  the  excluiion  of  .others, 

Mr.  Chin*      Mr.  Cbaficfilor  Pitt  xtgT^tted  his  not  being  prefent  when 

celiorPitt.  tlie  c|ebate  began^  as  he  did  not  know  the  full  extent  of 

tjie  queftion  before  them  :  but  as  far  as  he  could  colleA  from 

what  he  heard  the  laft  honourable  gentleman  fay,  be  pcr-r 

ccived  that  A^^'ni^i^^^ipn  was  charged  with  omitting  to 

bring  before  the  Houfe  a  proper,  mature,  and  well  dieefted 

comn^ercial  fyftem*     Now  be  cooiidered  it  rather  un»ir.in 

die  honourable  gentleman  to  ccgademn  hia  Majefty's  fervants 

unheard*     From  what  fource  he  had  drawn  his  inforrnation 

that  Qovernnoent  had  not  Qiaturely  weighed  and  paid  the 

firi£^eft  attention  to  the  commerce  Qf  this  country,  he  could 

not  tell ;  but  this  he  would  fay,  that  he  and  his  colleagues 

in  office  had  beeii  indefatigable  in  confidering  and  digefting 

^  great 'and  extenlive  fyilem  of  trade  between  this  nation  and 

the  other  ppwers.    It  was  not  a  paltry  regulation  that  would 

now  fuffice ;  a  revolution,  perhaps  unknown  in  any  former 

age,  bad  taken  place,  a^d  would  of  courfe  materially  change 

the  commercial  interefts  of  all  Europr •    Beiides,  it  would  pe 

no  great  proof  of  wiidom  in  Minifters',  to  have  prepared 

r^ady  for  the  infpc£lion  of  the  Houft  a  iV^^^*  ^'''  ^bey  iiril 

faw  the  terms  on  which  peace  was  to  be  CQi»cluded  ;  for  bcr 

(ore  that  period  it  was  totally  impoffible  for  them  to  judge 

how  far  our  trade  might  be  affeAed.     Surely  then  there  can 

be  no  criminality  in  the  conduct  of  Adminiftration  in  this 

inftance.    Had  the  honourable  gentleman  but  refleSed  for  a 

iponoent,  he  would  never  have  accufol  Adminiftration  of 

negligence  and  inattention.    X^ei  him  but  tiirn  his  eye  to 

thofe  papers  which  were  laid  on  the  table  yefterday,  and  be 

muft  be  convinced  of  bis  miilake.    Did  it  require  no  time, 

no  car«,  no  induftry^  to  aecompU(h  fo  defireable  an  objcA  as 

peace  ?  But  even  that,  great  and  important  as  it  is,  was  not 

the  Colt  buiincfs  which  engroifed  the  time  of  Miniftry  ;  they 

had  a  variety  of  o^er  pl^As  to  look  to,  and  which,  in  due 

iiufon  will  be  brought  before  tb«  Houfe,  when  they  can  de- 

termine  with  what  propriety  this  charge  has  been  made  againft 

them. 

Mi,  Burks.      Mr.  Burk  replied.     He  faid,  that  as  the  right  honourable 

jnember  had  been  bi ed  to  a  prc^eflionj  the  law,  to  which  he 

cer- 
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certaioly  would  ha^e  bctn  an  ernarnefi%  and  from  wlkhA  te 
had  bcea  taken,  only  that  he  might  \x  an  ornsment  to  th^ 
fiate^  he  ought  to  have  known  that  to  make  a  char^^  and  tb 
give  judgAienty  were  in  Uw  two  very  diftiuA  things :  the. 
charge  neceflarily  preceded  defence,  as  defence  preceded 
judgment ;  when  therefore  he  faid,  that  Minifters  were  crt^- 
minal  for  not  having  a  code  ready  to  lay  before  the  Houfe, 
the  right  honourable  member  ought  not  to  have  called  this  a 
condemnation  of  Minifters  unheard ;  in  faA,  this  was  mene«* 
ly  a  charge,  but  not  a  condemnation.  He  then  went  into  a 
variety  of  other  obiervations ;  aflerting  at  the  fame  time, 
that  if  the  preient  commercial  fyftein  was  not  fpeedily  alter«» 
ed,  there  would  be  a  foundation  for  the  moft  infamous  com* 
roercial  jobs,  by  the  opportunity  there  would  be  of  allowing 
a  trade  between  Canada  or  Nova  Scotia  and  the  United  Co- 
lonies, while  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  were  prevented 
by  law  from  trading  to  the  ports  of  the  United  States* 

Mr.  EJeH  wifhed  that  Minifters  might  not  be  precipitate  air.  F4ns 
on  this  head  :  the  late  revolution  in  the  Britifh  empire,  uo* 
precedented  in  the  annals  of  any  other  empire  that  eyer  ex* 
ifted,  had  created  a  neceflity  or  a  revolution  in  the  commer« 
cial  fyftem,  in  our  naturalization  laws,  and  the  laws  of  in* 
faeiitance,  &c«  it  woold  require  therefore  much  time  and 
deliberation  to  digeft  fuch  a  fyftem  as  would  anfwer  every 
defirable  purpbfe;  and  unieft  they  fasid  a  mind  to  feparate  that 
country  for  ever  from  Great  Britain,  Ireland  muft  go  hand 
in  hahd  ^ith  Eh^lahd  in  all  the  commercial  regulations  to  be 
made  with  America. 

Mr.  7*.  l^diwnfhend^  in  order  tofcafc  the  mind  of  Mr.  Hart-  Mr,T. 
ley,  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  hoftilitics  that  he  imagined  muft  1^^ 
continue  with  America,  afttr  they  fliould  have  ceafed  with 
France,  Spain,  and  Hollaiid,  informed  the  Houfe,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman,  that  a  ccfTation  of  hoftilifies  between 
£uglaod  and  the  United  States  of  America  had  adually  taken 
place.     This  converfation  terminated  here. 

The  tptaker  then  informed  the  Houfe  of  a  breach  of  their  The 
privileges,  which  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  commu-  speaker, 
hicate  to  tliem.  He  faid,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
%  new  cor.refpondent,  Mr.  W.  Woodfall,  printer  of  a  morn* 
ing  paper,  in  Which  he  alluded  to  a  letter  which  he  faid  ht 
had  received  from  the  Speaker,  but  which  the  Speaker  de- 
clared he  had  never  written  :  this  letter  from  Mr.  Woodfall 
appeared  to  him  inexplicable,  till  on  coming  down  to  the 
noufe^  two  morning  papers  bad  been  put  into  his  hand,  in 

each 
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« 

each  of  which  he  foand  a  letter  with  his  name  at  the  bottom, 
and  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  him  ;  but  he  affured 
.  .the  Houfe  it  was  a  forgery. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  forged  letter,  and  of  that 
(which  Mr.  Wood  fall  fent  to  the  Speaker  in  confcquence  of 
jc  And  here  it  is  necefTary  to  obfervr,  tha^  the  perfon  who 
thus  made  ufe  of  the  Speaker's  name  fent  a  copy  of  the  letter 
to  mod  of  the  morning  prints,  for  purpofes  beft  known  to 
himfelf ;  fome  of  the  printers  thinking  the  letter  really  came 
from  the  Speaker,  readily  inferted  it  in  their  publications, 
and  obeyed  the  fuppofed  orders  of  the  Speaker ;  Mr.  Wood- 
Jfall,  among  the  reft,  prefumed  the  letter  was  genuine,  and 
in  confequence  of  this  idea,  wrote  the  letter^  of  which  we 
give  a  copy  under  that  of  the  forged  one. 

(COPY.) 

**  It  IS  the  Speaker's  defirc,  that  the  printer  of  this  paper 
do  not  publifh  in  his  paper  of  to-morrow,  any  of  the  Preli- 
minary Articles  of  Peace,  until  the  fame  have  been  regular- 
ly printed,  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  Houfe  this  day.  A 
copy  fhall  be  fent  ia  proper  time. 

"  Jan.  27,  1783.  C.  W.  Cornwall." 

**  Mr.  Woodfall  (Printer  of  the  Morning  Chronicle)  prc- 
fcnts  his  moft  refpe£lful  compliments  to  the  Speaker,  and 
begs  leave  to  return  him  niany  thanks  for  the  obliging  note 
he  did  him  the  honour  to  fend  him  yefterday  evening.  Be- 
fore the  Printer  received  it,  he  had  intimated  to  his  friend 
Mr.  Strahan,  his  intention  of  adopting  the  line  of  cpndoft 
recommended  in  it,  from  a  fcnfc  that  a  partial  publication  of 
the  Preliminaries  of  Peace  between  France,  Spain,  and  Great 
Britain,  and  of  the  Provifional  Treaty  with  America,  could 
not  but  be  iinperfeft,  and  might  do  mifchicf,  by  mifleading 
the  public  with  regard  to  a  matter  of  the  highcft  importance, 
and  refpcfting  which  they  ought  to  have  the  moft  clear,  cor- 
reft,  and  authentic  information. 

<c  w.  Woodfall  begs  leave  farther  to  aflure  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  if  on  any  future  occafion  he  fhould  wifh  to  caution  the 
Printers  againft  taking  particular  notice  of  any  thing  that 
might  have  palled  in  the  Houfe,  if  he  will  be  fo  good  as  to 
fuggcft  it  to  him,  through  Mr.  Clementfon,  Mr.  Dunn, 
Mr.  Mann,  or  any  other  of  his  officers,  he  will  immediately 
convey  it  the  other  Newfpaper  Printers.  He  need  fcarcely 
add,  that  he  will  himfelf  ftriftly  adhere  to  the  advice  im- 
ported in  any  fuch  hint,  being  anxious'fo  to  cendud  his  pa- 
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per,  as  to  ftccr  clear  of  offence  to  public  bodies  and  private 
ladividuals  ;  and  being  alfo  perfeftty  confcious,  that  he  can 
receive  no  hint  from  Mr.  Speaker,  which  will  not  be  deferving 
of  his  moft  grateful  acknowledgements. 
"  Dwfet-Strecty  Saiijbury-Square^  Jan.  28,  1783.'* 
The  Speaker  having  ftatcd  thefe  u£ts  to  the  Hou/e,  faid^ 
he  did  not  mean  to  move  ibr  any  proceeding  to  be  had  uppn 
diem.     But 

Mr.  Secretary  Town/hend  obfervcd,  that  though  he  would  Mr.  Secw 
not  have  noticed  any  thing  of  the  like  nature  had  it  related  I^T 
to  himfelf,  h^  neverthelefs  thought  that  fuch  a  freedom  taken 
with  the  Speakerought  not  to  be  paiTed  over  unnoticed.  He 
fuppofed  that  in  th^  prefent  inftance  the  objeA  of  the  forged 
letter  was  to  raife  a  laugh.  He  would  not  fay  that  it  was 
for  quite  fo  innocent  a  purpofe  that  a  third  letter  from  him 
[the  Secretary  of  State]  to  the  Lovd  Mayor  of  London^  had 
been  handed  about ;  and  the  fraud  was  fo  well  concealed, 
that  every  one  could  in  an  inftant  pronpiince  it  to  be  bis  ;  fo 
tha  he  might  fay  with  the  poet,  « 

Every  cotcomb  knows  me  by  my  ftUe. 

In  order  therefore  to  iSiew  that  the  chair  was  not  to  be  trifled 
with,  he  would  move,  he  faid,  and  accordingly  did  move, 
that  the  above  letter,  iigned  C.  W»  Cornwall,  be  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  Privileges. 

Mr.  jUdiTfrian  TmvnflHnd  wifhed  that  fo  trifling  a  matter  Mr.  AM» 
ihoold  not  be  taken  up  fo  icrioufly  ;  he  was  of  opinion  that  J**^"' 
the  whole  was  a  forgery,  as  well  the  letter  Iigned  with  Mr. 
Speaker's  name,  as  Uiat  which  bore  the  name  of  Mr.  Wood- 
fall 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  treated  the  matter  ^s^  too  trifling  to  call  Mr.  Chan« 
for  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  :  if  any  joke  was  intended,  ««U»»  P»«- 
the  end  was  already  aofwered ;  and  he  believed  there  was  no 
danger  of  a  repetition,  as  the  writer  would  find  people  more 
on  their.gaard  in  future  :  he  therefore  advifed  his  honourable 
friend  t6  withdraw  his  motion. 

The  LardJthmate  wiflied  the  letter  might  be  referred  to  a  TheLoA 
committee;  for  though  he  had  not  the  leaft  intention  of  ^^^^^^^ 
puniihing  the  printers,  who,  no  doubt,  had  been  taken  in  on 
thisoccafion,  ^ill  he  wiflied,  ifpoflible,  to  come  at  the  wri- 
ter of  the  letter,  who  had  dared  to  make  nfe  of  the  Speaker's 
&<Mne,  and  bini  certainly  he  would  mdve  to  have  punifhed. 

Mtn  Byng  laid,  that  in  all  probability  it.wouid  be  impcfflj-  Mr,  BynSi 
ble  to  find  out  the  writer^  who,  it  might  be  pi-efumed,  had 
Vol.  IX.  C  c  takeit 


yjo  PARLIAMENTARY  A- 1??}. 

taken  cver^r  precaution  to  prevent  a  difcovery  of  bis  perfoR, 
^hen  he  refolved  to  take  a  Hep  that  amounted  to  a  breach  of 
the  privilege  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  therefore  be  wifhed  the 
motion  might  be  withdrawn, 
Mr.  Fred.  Mr.  Fndtrnk  Montague  iaid^  the  tranfa£t>on  was  really 
Jyfoaugue,  below  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  joined  in  wifh  with 
tlie  lail  fpeaker.  Upon  this  Mr.  Secretary  Townfhend 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  counfel  on  Sir  Thomas  Run- 
bold's  bin  were  called  in,  and  after  fome  time  had  been  fpeat 
in  attending  to  them^  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

January  29. 

Mr.  Viaer.  Mr.  Vlmr  informed  the  Houfe  that  be  wifhed  to  commo' 
iiicate  to  them  fomethins;  of  very  great  im])ortance,  and 
therefore  requefted  the  favour  of  their  attention.  He  was 
ibrry  diat  he  had  not  authentic  documents  for  what  he  was 
going  tofubmit  to  theii'  ccfnfideration ;  it  was  fotely  founded 
on  report;  but  ftill  fo  general  a  report,  that  there  was  very 
little  doubt  of  its  being  well  founded.  From  gcncnrt  rcfKJrt 
therefore  he  would  ftate,  that  he  underftood  a  violent  mutiny 
fuhiifted  at  that  moment  in  Portfmouth ;  the  caufe  of  this 
mutiny,  he  was  informed,  was  an  infra£tion,  or  fupj>ofcd 
infra£tion,  of  the  articles  under  which  the  77th  reginaent 
was  racfed.  He  underftood  that  this  corps  bad  -been  raifed 
under  the  ftipulation,  that  the  men  were  to  ferve  only  thite 
years,  or  durins  the  war  ;  that  notwlthfianding  this  ftipula- 
tion, orders  had  been  fent  to  Portfmouth  for  the  regiment  to 
embark  for  the  Eaft  Indies.  If  this  was  a  true  ftate  of  the 
fa£^,  he  was  far  from  being  furprifed  that  they  had  mutinied ; 
for  if  the  public  faith  was  pledged  to  them,  it  ought  to  be 
religioufly  kept ;  and  it  would  be  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  cafc^ 
an  zSi  of  the  greateft  injuftice  to  fend  men  againft  their  will 
upon  a  fervice,  after  the  time  for  which  they  had  enlified 
was  expired.  Having  ftated  thus  much,  he  would  wait  to 
hear  fomething  on  the  fubje£t  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
before  he  Ihould  make  any  motion, 
lilr.  Sec.  Mr.  Sicretary  Totvn/bend  told  the  honourable  member  that 
Town-  the  report  of  a  mutiny  in  the  77th  regiment  was  but  too  trtic, 
^*'*^'  though  he  could  not  conceive  that  public  faith  had  bcc» 
broken  with  that  corps ;  for  be  always  underftood  that  it 
,  had  been  raifed  for  any  fervice,  foreign  or  domeftic,  to  which 
his  Majefty  fhould  have  occafion  to  fend  it ;  and  that  no  fti- 
pulation whatever  bad  been  made^  when  the  order  was  ilTued 
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for  niiliiig  it,  that  it  fhonld  ferre  for  any  particular  period  of 
time  :  he  wa«  afraid,  however,  that  feme  of  the  officers,  in 
order  to  raiie  their  complement  fooner,  had  enlifted  forae 
men  for  the  77th  regiment  for  three  jear^i,  or  during  the 
war,  and  that  this  ftipulation  wag  expreiled  in  the  attefta- 
tiona  of  fuch  men :  proper  perfons  had  been  difpatched  to 
PortfmoQth,  the  moment  the  news  of  the  mutiny  reached 
London,  to  make  enquiries  into  the  caufet  of  it. 

Sir  P»  Qerh  obfcrvcd,  that  it  would  be  a  very  cafy  matter  to  S»r  P. 
afcertain,  from  the  letter  of  fervice,  under  which  the  77th  ^*"**» 
regiment  was  raifed,  whether  or  not,  the  men  were  enlifted 
to  ienre  for  a  definite  term* 

Lord  NffTtb  remembered  very  well,  under  what  idea  orders  U.  Noitiii 
had  been  given  to  ratfe  that  corps ;  for  he  was  one  of  thole, 
who  had  advifcd  the  levy  of  that  and  feveral  other  corps, 
fach  as  the  GUfgow,  Edinburgh,  Camerons,  Athol,  Mac- 
donalds  and  Lord  Macleod's  corps ;  and  as  they  were  raifed 
to  anfwer  the  emergency  of  the  time,  fo  they  were  deftined 
for  foreign  fervice ;  and  he  was  tonvinced,  that  government 
had  never  given  any  direAions,  nor  had  they  it  ever  in  idea, 
that  they  Inould  be  raifed  only  for  three  years,  or  during  the 
war.  If,  however,  any  officer  in  the  77th,  or  any  other 
corps,  had  made  agreements  with  their  men,  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  the  letter  of  fervice,  thay  were  highly  culpable; 
but  faith  Ihould  nevertheleis  be  kept  with  the  men. 

Lord  Aiaitkind  declared  it  to  have  been  the  general  idea  Lora  Mait* 
of  the  people  of  Scotland,  when  thefe  corps  were  railing,  ^^^ 
that  the  term  of  fervice  was  to  be  for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war ;  and  under  this  idea  he  believed  the  regiments  had 
been  completed  much  iboner  than  they  would  have  been  upoa 
any  other  principle ;  many  of  the  men  who  compofed  the 
regiment  in  queftioa  could  not  fpeak  Englilh,  and  m^ht 
poffibly  not  know  what  had  been  inferted  in  their  attefta* 
tiona;  but  he  knew  that  the  country  at  large  underftood, 
when  the  corps  were  raifed,  that  it  was  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war ;'  and  if  the  men  enlifted  under  this  idea,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  public  faith  ftood  pledged  to  them, 
and  it  ought  not  to  be  violated  ;  but  that  the  Houfe  might 
know  more  of  the  matter,  he  would  move,  and  did  move, 
that  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  fervice  of  the  77  tb  regiment  of 
foot  be  laid  befbre  the  Houie^' 

Mr.  Secretary  Tmm^end  requefted  the  noble  lord  would  not  Mr.  Sccra^ 
prefs  his  motion  juft  then,  while  the  mutiny  fubfifted,  the  22lZ*^** 
moft  improper  time  therefore  to  inftitute  any  parliamentarf  ,  *^ 

C  c  a  proceed* 
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proceeding  on  the  fubjeft ;  a  fubjed  perbapt  the  moft  delin- 
eate, as  it  was  well  known  the  imitincer  had  had  iome  pre* 
vious  CQmmunication  with  fome  perfon  or  peribns  in  London^ 
whom  he  d^id  not  wifh  to  name. 
Mr.DesDp.  Mr.  Dempjitr  it\x.  himfeU  nearly  interefted  in  the  mntinf, 
^«r.  2^3  Qiie  Qf  xh^  companies  of  the  77th  had  been  raifed  in  one  of 

the  towns  that  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent     '1  he  ColoDel 
of  the  regiment  was  a  member  of  that  Houfe  (Major  General 
Murray)  and  a  moft  refpeftable  man ;  the  moment  he  heard 
^  of  the  mutiny,  he   pofted  down   to  FortfmoQtb^  with  hia 
noble  nephew,  the  Duke  of  Athol.     The  latter  had  fince  re- 
turned to  London,  but  without  his  uncle;  now  as  it  was  a 
builnefs  in  which  the  Commander  of  the  regiment  was  io  yer^ 
materially  concerned,  he  wifhed  that  the  noble  Lord  woold 
poftpone  his  motion  till  that  officer  fhould  be  in  his  place  in 
the  Houfe.     In  this  wifh  Lord  North  and  lome  other  gen- 
tlemen concurred  ;  bot, 
l/lt.litn.        Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  while  he  was  in  Ireland,  the  77th 
regiment  had  been  on  DubU%  duty  for  (ixteen  months ;  and 
though  it  was  not  the  moft  agreeable  duty  in  the  tervice,  he 
muft  do  them  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  they  behaved  themielves 
in  the  moft  exemplary  manner ;  and  once  when  there  was 
an  apprehenlion  o^  a  defcent  of  the  enemy  in  Irelapd,  he 
had  fent  them  orders  to  march  at  an  hour's  warning  for 
Corke;  they  obeyed  their  orders  chearfully,  the  celerity  of 
their  march  was  mentioned  in  this  kingdom  as  a  m'racle  ; 
and  to  their  honour  he  would  fay,  that  in  fo  fevere  and  rapid 
a  march,  not  a  nian  of  them  had  deferted. 
The  The  Speaker  xnformtd  the  Houie,  that  the  paper  moved  for 

Speaker.     ]^j  ^^^en  laid  before  the  Houfe  two  years  ag(^,  and  was  noyr 

upon  the  table. 
Lord  MaiN       Lord  Afai t IdTid Tcfriin^d  then  from  moving  any  thiitg  apoa 
^^'  it;  but  it  was  under  the  idea,   that  the  regiment  (hould  not| 

in-  the  mean  time,  be  fent  out  oi  the. kingdom. 
Mr.  David  '  Mr.  D^d Hartley  defired  the  aft  pf  the  J  6th  of  George  IIL 
l^'^'y-  commonly  calUd  ,the  Prohibitory  aft,  might  be  read  ;  which 
having  beendonej,  it  appeared  t^t  it.rruft  expire  of  itfelf, 
vyhenever  the  rebellion  in  Arnerica  fball  ceafe ;  or  whenever 
the.  King  by  his  proclamation,  fhall  think  prdpcr  to  fufpend 
i^  which  he  is  empQWered  to  do,  by  a  fpecial  a£l  of  Parliai- 
xnent  paffed  laft  year.  Mr.  Hartley,  defired  to  know,  why 
fuch  proclamation  had  not  been  iiTued,  in  order  to  ihew  that 
we.  were  eager  to  demonftrate  to  the  Americans,  our  hearty 
difpoiiuo^  towards  cpnciliation  and  Irieodibip  wiib  tbein  i 
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Hedefired  to  know,  if  there  was  any  ground  for  the  report, 
that  a  private  article  of  the  peace  was,  that  Gibraltar  fhould 
be  given  up  to  Spain  )  He  concluded  with  nooving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  Prdiibttory  afl:. 

Mr.  Secretary  Tow^/nJ  faid,  that  no  fach  articleexifted  Mr. Secw- 
as  that  to  which' die  honourable  member  alluded,  and  that  JJ^iJ"''**' 
indeed  there  was  no  fecret  article  at  alK     As  to  the  proclama* 
tion,  it  certainly  would  be  iflued  in  proper  time;  he  thought 
the  Pr<A  birory   aft  alrejldy  virtually  repealed,  as  the  reW- 
lion  was  terminated  by  a  ceiTationof  hoftilities,  which  took 
place  on  the  fame  day  that  hoftilities  ceafed  with  the  other 
powers,  and  by  a  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Ame«. 
rica,  which  recognition  would  fufficiently  convince  the  United . 
Statck,  that  thifr  country  was  greatly  djipofed  to  conciliatory: 
meafures.  A  general  revifion  of  the  commercial  I'yftcm  of  th9- 
country  would  be  neceflary,  and  therefore  he  thought  the* 
temporary  expedient  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentlem^, 
ai  inadequate;  he  therefore  moved  the  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  harke  thought  a  general  change  of  fyftem  nece0ary  ;  Mr.  Burke. 
hot  ftiU  he  wifhed  that,  io  the  mean  time^  tbQ  prppoied 
Aiould  be  adopted. 

Mr,  hden  argued  difFereivtly»     He  faid  that- the  Prohibi-  Mr,E4ea« 
tory  a£t  was  already  repealed,  or  it  was  not;  if  it  was  re- 
pealed, why  the  mption  for  leave  to  bring  a  bill  to  repeal  it? 
if  it  was.  not  repealed,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  begin- 
ning at  the  wrong  end  ;  for  though  it  were  this  minute  re* 
pealed,  ftill  the  intcrcourfe  with  America  would  not.  be  re- 
ftored;  the  navigation  aA  would  prevent  it.     For  inftance, 
an  Aiperican  Q»ip  arrives  within  a  day  or  two  lA  the  Thames,, 
from  Virginia,  laden  with  corn  ;  her  cargo  is  the  produce 
of  Virgiqia,  but  (he  wa&  heri'elf  built  at  Bofton ;  this  was  a. 
ground  of  icoflfifcation, .  according   to  the  Navigation  a£t, 
which  eoaA^  that  the  mip  nnift  have  been  built  m  the  co- 
lony from  whence  flic  brought  the  cargo.     4iiK>ther  cafe; 
fuppofiog  the  (hip  to  be  Virginia  built,  and  her  cargo  to  be* 
tbe  gtowth,  or  produce  of  the  fame  province,  if  three- fourth*, 
of  her  crew  are  not  Ukewife  from  Virginia,  both  fl)ip  andi 
cargo  are  liable  to  feizure;  our  trade  Uws  relative  to  Ame« 
rica  were  adapted  tp  fubordinate  and  dependent  colonies,  not^ 
tofovereign  and  independent  flates.     It  were  better  there* 
fore  to  wait  a.  little  time,  till  a  proper  fyftem  ibould  bo* 
dtgefted  for  tfie  future  regulation  of  trade  with  America. 
The  Chancellor  0/  tbe  Exchequer  faid,  that  fuch  a  fyftem  TheChtn- 

M4  be  fpcmed  as^foon  aa  poffible*  the  Exche. 

The  cpicr. 
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had. 


General 
Conway* 
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The  queftion  was  at  laft  put,  and  carried,  for  readuig  the 
order  of  the  day.    The  Houfe  adjourned  at  feven  o'clock. 

January  30. 
Heard  a  fermon  preached  by  the  chaplain, 

Jannary  31, 

Lord  Maitland  faid,  that  having  been  ftruck  with  the  dif- 
tindion  which  the  Secretary  of  State  made  on  Wednefday, 
between  fuch  men  of  the  77th  regiment,    as  could  prove  by 
their  atieftations,  that  they  had  enliiled  only  for  three  years, 
Jind  thofe  who  could  prove  no  fuch  thing ;  upon  the  principle 
of  which  diftindlion,  the  fo^fmcr  were  to  be  exempted  from, 
the  latter  liable  to,  punifhtnent.    tie  had  taken  fome  pains 
to  be  informed  on  the  fubje£t;  and  he  believed  that  he  could 
prove  to  a  demonftration,  that  the  diftin6tion  was  not  founded 
on  fad ;  and  all  the  men  in  the  regiment  were  precifeiy  on  the 
fame  footing,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  term  or  duration  of  their 
fcrvice.    The  proof  he  fliould  adduce,  was  an  order  from 
the  War-ofEce  (for  which  he  meant  to  move)  of  the  26th 
of  December' 1^75,  llgned  Barrington,  and  which  had  ap- 
peared in  the  London  Gazette ;  by  virtue  "of  which,  all  thofe 
who  fhould  cnlift  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  marching  regi- 
ments, after  that  date,  fhould  be  bound  to  ferve  only  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  rebellion.     Hence  it  was 
dear,  that  the  whole  of  the  77th  regiment  had  completed 
their  engagements,  and  that  they  were  entitled  to  their  dif- 
charge.     His  Lordihip  then  moved  for  the  above  order. 
'  General  Conway  cxprelTed  his  concern  that  a  queftion  of 
ib  delicate  a  nature  had  been  fo  publicly  difculTed  ;  it  might 
have  been  better,  if  it  had  been  lefs  public ;  for  hi  might  be 
of  dangerous  confequence,  that  the  enemies  of  this  country 
ihould  know  that  perhaps  two-thirds  of  our  army  were  at 
this  time  in  a  Hate  in  which  they  might  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  juftly  and  lawfully  call  for  a  difcharge,  and  yet  this  was 
tiruly  the  cafe ;  for  by  a  ftrange  kind  of  conduft  in  the  mi- 
nifters  of  that  day,  the  troops  were  raifed  in  con(equence  of 
the  order  moved  for,  onlv  for  three  years,  or  during  the  re* 
bellion ;  fo  that  the  minifters,  intent  folcly  on  the  American 
i^ar,  feemed  not  to  have  dreamt  that  it  was  poffible  there 
fhould  be  any  other  war ;  for  if  they  had,  they  would  furely 
have  fo  worded  their  orders,  as  not  to  lay  themfelves  under 
the  neceffity  of  giving  difcharges  to  two-thirds  of  the  army 

io 
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10  the  niidft  of  any  other  war  that  might  have  broken  out. 
If  peace  was  certain,  the  motion  could  do  no  barm.  He 
bad  ordered  the  77th  regiment  to  India,  when  peace  came 
fuddcnlj  on,  and  thejr  had  claimed*  the  advantage  of  their 
engagement.  He  concluded  by  faying,  that  he  would  not 
oppofe  the  motion ;  but  ftill  he  could  wifli  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  not  prefs  it. 

Mr.  Byng  complained  of  the  partiality  {hewn  to  fome  com-  Mf.Byoii 
manders,  when  young  regiments  were  ordered  to  fo  great  a 
diftance  from  the  kingdom;  that  when  Parliament  Ihould 
find  it  neceiTary  to  difband  a  great  part  of  the  army,  theie 
regiments  could  not  be  dlfbanded,  but  muft  be  kept  on  foot, 
to  the  prejudice  of  older  regiments.  The  right  honourable 
member  aflced,  if  there  was  at  prefent  a  certainty  of  peace  } 
This  was  rather  4  ftrange  qucftion  to  aik  at  prefent,  when  be 
uoderftood  that  the  reafon  for  delaying  to  fubmit  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  to  the  Houfe,  was,  that  Miniflers  were  waiting 
till  they  fhould  have  been  ratified;  and  then,  of  courfe,  there 
muft  be  peace. 

Mr.  Fox.wzs  farprifed  at  hearing  the  Commander-in-chief  Mr.  Tot* 
fay,  the  peace  had  come  upon  minifters  on  a  fudden  ;  for 
his  own  part,  he  could  fay  it  had  not  come  upon  him  or  the 
public  on  a  fudden ;  for  they  had  been  taught  to  loc^k  tor  it 
,on  or  before  the  5tli  of  December ;  and  yet  they  were  kept 
in  anxious  expeAation  of  it  from  that  time  down  to  the  Ajd 
of  January  :  but  he  was  afraid  that  it  had  neverthelefs  come 
fudideoly  on  at  leaff  fome  of  his  Majefiy's  miniftcrs ;  and  he 
was  appreheniive  that  fome  parts  of  the  peace  would  prove 
it :  be  did  not  want  to  go,  then,  into  a  conlideration .  of  the 
peace ;  bot  he  was  free  xp  fay,  that  he  did  not  think  it  as 
good  a  peace  as  might  have  been  made.  The  honourable 
member  at  the  head  of  the  army  had  aiked  if  it  was  certain 
even  now,  that  we  fhould  have  peace ;  to  this  he  would  re- 
ply, that.the  prerogative  veiling  in  the  King  the  power  of 
making  peace  and  war,  and  the  preliminary  articles  being 
once  ratified,  then  undoubtedly  it  was  out  of  the  power  of 
Parliament  to  break  the  treaty  :  he  would  admit,  indeed^ 
that  Parliament  might  interfere  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make 
Minifters  go  to  war  again  ;  but  then  it  muft  be  called  a  new 
war,  not  a  profecution  of  the  old  one  ;  and  it  would  be  fo 
compleatly  a  new  War,  that  if  the  whole  army  had  been  en- 
lifted  to  ferve  during  the  war,  the  prefent  treaty  once  rati- 
fied, would  put  a  compleat  and  legal  period  to  their  fervice  ; 
though  the  war  fliould  be  revived  in  the  courfe  of  a  week. 

General 
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Geneni  "General  Smith  faid,  that  a  general  apprehenficn  feeroedto 

*"'**"•  prevail  in  the  army,  that  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  fuch 
of  his  Majeity's  regiments  as  might  be  m  Indta^  would  of 
courfc  be  ibid  to  the  Company,  and  tamed  over  into  their 
ftrvice :  but  this  was  a  miftake ;  for  every  man  of  them 
•would  have  bis  'option,  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  India,  either 
to  return,  or  engage  in  the  Company's  fervice. 
4^nMrtfl  General  Convjay  faid,  that  the  77th  fhould  not  be  ordered 

Conway,  f^^  India,  or  any  other  Highland  regiment. 
Honoanble  Honourable  Mr.  Frafer.  As  I  came  down  with  a  dcter- 
Fnfer.  njination  to  maintain  a  perfeft  filence  on  the  painfol  fubjeft 
"Aow-called  before  the  humanity  of  the  Houfe,  I  do  not  rife 
to  arraign,  but  to  commend  his  Ma)efty*s  Minifters,  for 
•having,  on  different  etAergencies  of  the  (late,  called  fordi 
,  )re(burces)  in  the  form  of  new  levies,  from  the  northern  parts 
of  Great  Britain,  becaufe  the  meafures  were  wife,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumftances  of  the  times ;  much  lefs  do  I  rife  to 
-  extenuate  any  improprieties  or  criminalities  of  the  men  ia 
thofe  particular  corps,  whor<i  late  conduft  has  given  rife  to 
the  prefent  debate,  fince,  I  flatter  myfelf,  genuine,  unpre- 
judiced, humane  ftelings  were  the  caufe  why  this  affair  wss 
at  all  mentioned  in  the  Houfe  by  an  honourable  member  on 
a  former  day ;  and  as,  I  believe,  nothing  more  was  intended 
than  to  fupport  the  humane  fide  of  the  pifture,  I  muft  beff 
leave  to  recal  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  that  only,  and 
I  beg  to  exprefs,  from  my  own  knowledge,  no  people  in 
Europe,  perhaps  in  the  world,  are  more  tenacious  of  civil 
contrail  than  the  defcription  of  men  now  in  queftion.  There 
is  no  fertitude,  however  difagreeable  Or  dangerous,  provided 
they  have  confented  t)r  engaged,  which  they  will  not  go 
through;  bi^t  then.  Sir,  their  perfeverance  is  on  the  fcoreof 
moral  obligation,  and  it  is  UHavaiiing  to  endeavour  to  make 
ifhem  continue  in  any  compaft  beyond  the  Q>ecified  time, 
without  a  frefh  agf-eement*  In  thefe  fentrments  they  feel  as 
much  of  the  (|>irit  of  freedom,  as  men  can  do  in  any  quarter 
of  the  empire ;  and,  I  vow  to  God,  I  believe  the  feofe  of 
moral  obligation,  which  is  inilitled,  along  with  religious 
principles,  in  the  early  part  of  their  lives,  give  them  that 
wilHn^  aDivity^  fihriety  £nd  perjauersnce^  for  which  they  are 
^flringuifhed. 

I  need  not  flatter  myfelf,  becaufe  I  am  confident  every 

fair  thing  will  be  done,  and  Thope  every  gentle  and  con* 

IHtent  meafore  adopted  6n  the  occaflon,  in  order  that  the 

recruiting  fervice  may  not  hereafter  fuffer  in  cbofe  parts  of 

•  the  kingdom  by  aify  thing  now  done  here« 

Several 
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SeTcral  other  members  took  part  in  the  converfatioii.  Tlie 
motioo  pafled  without  a  dlvifion^  as  did  alfo  two  motions 
more,  made  by  Lord  Maitland  for  other  papers  from  th$ 
War-ofiice^  reUtiog  to  the  fame  fabjeA, 

Mr.  Eden  took  this  opportunity  to  enter  his  proteft  againft  *^'*  ^^^^ 
the  ccffion  of  fo  large  a  part  of  Canada,  as  Minifters  had  . 
given  up  bj  the  treaties  n6t  lefs  than  i8,ooo  fquare  miles| 
and  to  declare  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  Minifters  had  aQed^ 
in  that  point,  in  open  violation  of  a  poiitive  aA  of  Parlia* 
ment. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read,  for  hearing  counfel  oil 
the  bill  relative  to  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  ;  the  counfel  weris 
called  in  accordingly,  and  continued  the  examination  gf  wit* 
neiTcs. 

'  FehrU0ry  3. 

Mr.  Adifubin  moved  for  papers;  —  one  was^  an  account  of  Mr.  Mk« 
the  number  of  fliips  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  iflands  of  ***"■• 
Jerfcy  and  Gucrnfey,  employed  in  the  Newfoundland  fiflieiy,. 
from  the  year  1763  to  1777,  both  inclufive;  —  another  for  an 
account  of  the  quantity  of  furs  imported  from  Canada  and 
Nova-Scotia,  during  the  fame  period;-^ a  third   for  an  ac- 
.count  of  the  quantity  of  gum  Senegal  imported  in  the  fame 
fpacc  of  time  ;  -^  and  laflly,  for  an  account  of  the  number 
of  ilavcs  fliipped  from  any  of  his  Majeily's  doininions  in 
Africa,  ftom  1763  to  1777.      Mr.  Minchin  having  read 
theie  different  motions,  he  regularly  moved  the  firft. 

Mr.  J^lenCuA  that  fome  time  ago,  he  had  moved  for  a  fuf-  Mr«  titn^ 
penGon  of  fo  much  pf  the  Prohibitory  a£t,  as  Ihould  aDow  the 
cxportationofBritilbcommoditicsto New- York, Charlcftowo,  ' 
and  fuch  other  places,  a^s  might  be  in  the  poflefHon  of  theKin^s 
arms  ;  the  iegiflature  having  adopted  bis  ideas  on  tjiat  bead, 
upwards  of  two  millions  worth  of  BritiiH  manufa£lures  had 
been  landed  at  the  different  ports  in  America^  which  had  been 
opened  to  receive  them ;  but  the  Americans,  in  fome  of  tl^ 
ftates,  feeing  that  great  quantities  of  thefe  manufaduxiBa 
found  their  way  into  the  provinces  beyond  the  Dritifh  lipc^, 
had  cnaAed  fevere  penalties,  nay  even  of  death  itfelf  in  fbo^e 
aflcmbliet^  Igainft  thofe  who  fhould  import  firitl(h  co^mp* 
dities :  now  as  long  ^s  the  laws  remained  in  force,  by  whxcb 
/uch  penalties  were  to  be,  or  might  be  infliAed,  it  was  almqft 
hnpoffible,  that  the  fo  much  de6red  intcrcourle  between  the 
two  countries  cquld  take  place,  fis  the  con^fcation  of  the  pro* 

Vol.  IX.  D  d  yerty 
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pe^ty  that  (hould  be  attempted  to  be  imported  into  America^ 
againft  thefc  laws,  was  part  of  the  penalty.     Miniftcrs  muft 
therefore  fee  that  thefe  laws  muft  be  repealed  by  the  different 
ftates  that  enaftcd  them,  before  the  reoeal  of  the  Prohibitory 
Aft  by  the  Britifli  Parliament  could  be  of  any  efFuft  towards 
teftoring  the  intercourfo  between  this  country  and  America. 
He  wa$  willing  to  belitvc  that  Miniftcrs  were  aware  of  this 
fks  well  as  he  was  ;  and  that  tHey  would  take  care  to  provide 
"by  means  of  conditional  articles,  or  othcrwifc,  for  the  repeal 
of  the  provincial  laws  alluded  to;  and  that  they  would  pro- 
cure fufficient  paftes  for  fuch  fliips  as  might  fail  for  America, 
before  thefe  laws  fhould  be  repealed. 
Mr.  Burke.      Mr.  BUrke  took  notice  that  this  difficulty  was  provided 
againft,  in  the  plan  which  an  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
V.  Hartley)  intended  to  have  propofed  a  few  days  ago,  if 
.    .     he  had  been  able  to  procure   leave,  tp  bring  in  a  mil  for.re- 
pcaling^hc  Prohibitory  Aft.     The  honourable  member  who 
fpoke  laft,  was  now  convinced  of  the  ncccffity  of  fuch  a 
meafure,  though  he  had  been  pleafed  to  vote  for  poftponing 
the  proportion  of  the  other  member  (Mr.  Hartley.) 

Mr.  Minchin's  motions  were  all  put,  and  carried  without 

oppofition, 

U.Kcw-        ^^^^  Newbaven  requefted  the  Secretary  of  State  would  in- 

havcfl.        form  the  Houfe  when  he  intended  to  bring  forward  the  con- 

fideration  of  the  articles  of  peace  }  and  whether  they  were 

to  be  ratified,  before  the  Parliament  Ihould  pronounce  upon 

them  ? 

1uir.Se<£.  Mr.  Sfcretary  Town/bend  faid,  that  he  believed  he  (hould 

Townihciid  fobmit  the  articles  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  about 

the  middle  of  next  week  ;  and  that  by  that  time  he  expefted 

'  the  ratifications  would  be  exchanged.     He  faid  that  they  had 

;  already  been  ratified  here  ;  and  he  imagined  that  they  proba- 

'bly  were  ratifiecf'by  this  time  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water. 

Lord  New."  ^  'Lord  ^^ewhaven  was  aftonifhed  that  Minifters  could  think 

bavcfl.       -of  Sidvifing  his   Majefty   to  ratify  the  articles,  before  the 

*  Houfe  had  taken  them  into  confideration ;  for  if  it  was  the 

'  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  make  peace,  and  that 

'  the  kingdom  muft  ftand  to  the  ratification  of  the  Sovereign  i 

'  then  it  would  be  a  farce  indeed  to  alk  the  opinion  of  Parlia- 

^  ment  on  the  fubje£t  of  a  peace,  finally  concluded,  and  which 

"  it  was  not  in  their  power  conftitutionally  to  break  through. 

Mr.  Sec.  Mr.  Secretary  Town/htnd  TcpWcdf  that  he  afted  in  compli- 

TowfiAtiU  ance  with  the  praAice  and  cuftom  of  Parliament ;  and  that 

4  he 
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he  believed  no  treaty  of  peace  had  ever  beeb^aken  into  coa<* 
iideration  by  that  Hotlfe,  till  after  it  had  been  ratified. 

Sir  fViUiam  Dolbtn  agreed  with  the  Minifter  in  this  point  ;  Sir  William 
befaid,  that  no  one  entertained  a  doubt,  but  it  was  clearly  ^o^^"* 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  to  make  and  conclude  peace 
without  tne  knowledge,  conlent,  or  advice  of  Parlianient; 
therefore  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  State  waa 
juflified  by  the  confUtution  and  praAice  of  Parliament  in  ra« 
tifying  the  treaties  with  France  and  Spain  :  but  he  had  hii 
doubts,  and  very  ftrong  doubts,  that  the  treaty  with  Ameri- 
ca could  be  concluded  in  the  fame  manner  :  nay,  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  where  the  abdication  of  the  dominions  of,  and 
fovereignty  over  America  was  to  be  ratified,  the  King  could 
not  do  it,  not  only  without  the  advice,  but  without  the  allir- 
taoceof  Parliament.  • 

February  4. 

Governor  JghnJIone  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  intended  Governs 
to  move  for  a  copy  of  the  commiflion,  under  which  he  had  J^****®"* 
formerly  been  appointed  Governor  of  Weft  Florida  ;  he  did 
not  imagine  that  there  could  be  any  objeftion  to  the  laying  of 
foch  a  paj>er  before  the  Houfe  ;  however,  as"  none  of  his 
Majefty*s  Minifters  were  prefent,  if  any  of  their  friends 
would  wifh  him  to  poft pone  his  motion  to  a  later  hour,  or 
another  day,  he  would  very  readily  comply  with  their  defire; 
but  no  one  riiing  up  to  cxprcfs  fuch  a  wilb,  he  moved  *'  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  a  copy  of  the  commiilion  un- 
der which  George  Johnftone,  Efq.  was  appointed  Governor 
of  his  Majcfly's  province  of  Weft  Florida,  defcribing  the 
boundaries  of  the  fame."  The  motion  palTcd  without  any 
oppofition. 

The  LordJdvocate  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  which  I^'^  A4vo» 
was  for  hearing  counfel  on  the  bill  for  infliding  pains  and  pe-  "^**^ 
nalties  00  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  Bart.  The  order  was  read  ; 
and  the  counfel  were  called  in,  who  proceeded  immediately 
to  examine  witneiles ;  which  took  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe 
for  the  remaining  part  of  the  evening,  till  they  adjourned. 

V 

February  5. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  ; 
Mr^  Ord  in-  the  chair.     ^ 

The  Secretary  at  War  then  rofe  :  he  faid  that  when  he  Secretary  it 
moved  before  the  holidays  for  fome  money  on  account  of  the  '^•"* 

D  d  a  extraor- 
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nctraof^iflarics  of  the  army,  be  was  in  hc^es  that  tfac^irhole 
of  the  cftimatcs  would  have  been  made  up^  and  laid  before 
the^  Hottfe,  before  he  fhould  have  bad  occafioa  to  call  npoa 
the  Committee  to  vote  any-  more  money ;  bnt  onfortuiliately 
through  th^  horry  of  bufineft  in  the  different  offices^  the  ic' 
^unts  were  not  yet  made  up ;  though  he  hoped  that  in  a 
fortnight's  titt^t^  he  fikoold  be  able  to  uy  the  whole  upon  the 
table.  He  foppofed  therefore  that  gentlemen  would  not  now 
tall  upon  him  to  go  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  eftioiates^ 
which  he  would  be  ready  to  do,  if  the  Houftfhould  require 
k,  wheA  the  whole  of  the  eftimates  fhould  be  laid  before 
them  :  at  prcfent  he  would  a(k  money  merely  on  account  at 
ie  had  done  before  the  recefs.  He  then  moved  that  a  fum 
not  exceeding  296,5071*  19s*  jd.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty 
for  defraying  fome  of  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  army^ 
incurred,  but  not  provided  for,  by  Parliament. 
Mr.  Bqrke.  Mr.  Burh  faid,  that  tfook  the  rapid  fucceflion  of  Secre* 
tafies  in  the  War  Office,  he  was  not  at  all  furpriied  that  the 
accounts  were  not  all  made  up  \  and  as  the  different  contraAs 
for  the  army  had  already  been  made,  he  fuppofed  that  very 
great  favings  could  not  be  made  ;  but  ftill  the  Houfe  would 
wifh  to  fe^  the  account  at  large  ;  and  would  looic  for  fome 
difference  in  the  expence  between  a  dormant,  and  an  aftive 
war. 
Secretary  at  ^  Thc  Stcriiafy  at  War  faid  there  certainly  would  be  a  re^ 
Wn*         jju^ion  of  expence,  io  that  thp  Houfe  would  find  it  lefs  this 

.year  than  tlie  laft. 
Mr.  Denp-      Mr*  Dempjiir  defired  to  be  informed  if  the  accounts  would  * 
^^*  be  made  out  conformably  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  7th  re-* 

port  of  the  Commiil^oners  of  Accounts,  fo  that  they  might 
be  printed, 
^retirytt      ihe  Secretary  at  fVar  faid,  that  he  certainly  wiAied  they 
'  ipight  be  printed  ;  but  (lill  he  prefumed  it  would  be  better 

for  the  Houfe  to  wait  till  the  whole  of  the  account  Ihould 
be  laid  upon  the  table  :  he  faid  farther,  that  it  Ihould  be 
.made  out  ftri£tly  conformable  to  the  report  of  the  commif- 
fiQners.  ' 

Mr. George  Mr.  GetfTge  Onjlvuf  mentioned  the  great  deficiencies  in  the 
onflow,  fcvcral  regiments,  and  thc  very  great  number  of  non-effec- 
tives, for  whom  money  was  advanced,  the  ufe  of  which  was 
loft  jto  the  public  for  a  long  time.  He  complained  atfo  of 
iimilar  cafes  in  the  militia^  an4  the  money  t^i^l  lay  in  the 
llands  of  the  a^cnt^. 


Sir  FbiHpJenmigi  Oiriffbai  thlft  when  the  OMoey  ia  ibe  s?r  p.  j. 
ksiuk  of  the  militia  agent*  fhoidd  be  called  in  bj  the  public^  ^^"^ 
h  ought  to  be  afterwards  diftributed  among  the  countiea  that 
lad  mffered  fa  mucb  in  raifing  their  comptement.    But  td 
ibis  there  was  a  general  mavftrar  of  difapprehoioa  in  the 
Hoofe. 

Mn  JtnHHfjm  obfcnred,  that  when  he  wat  in  the  War-of-  Wr.  je^- 
ice,  he  once  intended  to  hate  called  in  this  money  ;  but  at  kUCoiU 
the  Commiffioners  of  Accounts  were  at  that  time  taking  up 
the  confideration  of  money  in  the  hands  of  agents,  he  had 
dcBfted,  and  left  the  bofinefs  to  them,  becanfe  they  had  fo 
moch  more  power  to  enforce  orders  of  that  nature  than  he  bad. 
The  qaeftion  was  pat,  and  the  motion  jKifled  witboat  oppo* 
fition  • 

The  Sicretary  at  War  then  moved  for  anotlieribro,  not  ex«  Seeacury  ^ 
^^^^i'W>^Z^*  ^9'*  ^^*   t\i\%  motion  paiiedalfo;  and  the  ^^* 
Hoofi:  a^dnmed  at  half  an  hour  after  four  o'clock. 

Fibruary  7. 

'  « 

Mr.  Burit  ro(e  to  move  for  leave  tt>  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  Mr.Bwffce. 
the  aft  paiTed  laft  year  for  regulating  the  oiSce  of  Paymafter 
of  his  Majcilv's. forces.  Ho  faid  that  the  a£t,  which  he  de» 
fired  to  amend,  had  in  fome  meafure  failed  to  produce  the  ef^ 
fe^s  he  expefted  from  it,  for  two  reaibns ;  one,  because  he 
himfelf  who  bad  framed  it,  was  not  pofleiTed  of  abilities  fu^ 
ficieat  to  render  fuch  a  work  as  perfect  as  it  ought  to  be ;  an4 
next,  becaufe  it  had  been  brought  in  b  fuddenly,  and  fo  late 
in  the  lafl  feffion,  that  if  be  had  been  poiTefled  of  tbegreatcit 
abilities,  he  had  not  time  enough  tg  frame  it  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  he  could  have  wi(hed«  Such  as.it  was,  he  believed 
Government  had  found  it  to  be  very  inconveoknt,  and  be  was 
very  forry  for  it  ;  for  it  was  far  from  his  intention,  in  bring- 
ing in  the  bill,  to  hamper  Government,  or  give  them  any  nn- 
necefiary  trouble;  however  he  underftood  that  very  great  in- 
cooveniencies  had  arifen  from  it ;  the  objeft  of  the  bill  that 
he  was  now  moving  for,  was  to  obviate  them.     V/ken  he 

tropofed  that  the  public  money  ihould  be  taken  oqt  of  the 
ands  of  the  payma^ers,  nothing  was  farther  from  his  inten- 
tion than  that  it  ihould  be  earned  to  the  Bank,  there  to  re- 
main without  fructifying ;  and  if  it  was  to  fruftify,  he  never 
intended  that  the  Bank,  or  anv  other  body  or  defcription  of 
iDcn,  other  than  the  public,  mould  reap  the  fruits  ;  for  in 
}lil  opiiuonj  if  ibe  |>ublic  did  not  reap  themj  there  was  00 
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one  w1)0  had  fo  good  a  daim  to  them,  as  the  pcrfens  who 
were  at  the  head  of  the  offices  for  which  the  money  had  been 
origiBally  ifiued.     He. concluded  by  faying^   that  he  wiflied 
for  the  aiSftance  of  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  in  general 
of  all  military  officers*.    He  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  bill. 
^^ttujwt      The  Secretary  at  fVi^f  bore  teftimony  to  the.  truth  of  .the 
■^*  -       afiertion,  that  Government  had  felt  very  great  inconvenience 
from  the  aft  paficd  laft  year  ;  he  was  ready  to  give  every 
fnpport  in  his  pow<!r  to  the  right  honourable  member  in  his 
V    plan  for  removing  it,,  if  it  fhould  appear  to  him  fuch.as  he 
thoQght  would  an^er  the  end  ;  but  he  would  not  pledge  him* 
Jelf  to  fupport  the  fpeciiic  propofitions  t,hat  the  right  honoura- 
ble member  (hould  adopt,  becaufe  he  was  as  yet  unacqnaint- 

tiiii  Cob*  ^  ^^  ^**®  extebtof  them. 

way.'  •  General  Ctnwof  faid  a  very  few  words  prccifcly  to  the  fame 

efied  ;  as  did  alfo  General  Sir  George  Howard. 

Thequcftton  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr^Hofiy.  ^j.^  lirdjpy  rcqucftcd,  .that  the  Houfe  in  general,  and  Mi- 
joiftefs  in  particular,  would  attend  to  him  for  a  minute, 
while  he  fhould  make  a  few  r^bfervations  on  a  fuhjeCl  of  very 
confi^crable  importance.  By  the  twenty  fecond  Article  of 
the  preliminary  Treaty  with  France,  the  precife  time  wai 
tpecificd  when  hoftilities  were  to  ccafe  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  world,  from  the  Britifh  Channel  to  the  Eaft-Indiet ; 
'this  article  he  prefumed,  was  intended  to  be  built  on  the  re- 
ciprocity and  equality  of  fituation  between  the  contraAing 
parties ;  but  he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  this  reciprocity 
of  fituation  had  been  completely  overlooked  ;  and  the  Britifn 
trade  alone  might  be  the  only  fufFcrcr  by  it :  for  what  was 
the  relative  fituation  of  the  trade  of  France  and  England  at 
this  moment  in  India  }  France  had  no  trade  to  lo(e  there ; 
for  if  fhe  had  any  trade  at  all  there,  it 'was  carried  .on  wholly 
in  nentral  bottoms,  while  England  had  at  this  inflant  afloat 
^fty  fail  in  India,  or  on  their  way  home.  He  was  happy, 
indeed,  at  having  it  in  his  power  to  congratulate  the  Houfe 
on  the  fafe  arrival  of  two  Eafl-Indiamen  ;  and  he  trufted  be 
niight  veture  to  hope,  that  two  more  vrcrc  arrived  bv  thii 
time,  as  they  had  been  fpoken  with  at  a  very  fmall  diftance 
*frohi  land.  •  ThcTe  four  fhips  were  includea  in  the  fifty  he 
had  mentioned  ;  and  the  Value,  of-  the  fifty,  to  the  owners, 
to  the  India  Company,  and  to  the  public  revenue,  did  not 
fall  fhort  of  8,848,000!.  fterling.  He  did  not  fay  that 
thcfe  fhips,  if  captured^  would  produce  fo  much  to  the  eoe- 
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my  ;  but  the  capture  of  them  would  ceitainly  be  t  loft  of 
fuch  a  fom  to  this  ccuntry  ;  and  if  he  was  to  add  the  valae 
of  the  outward  bound  Indiamen,  the  poffiUe  lofs  of  the  whole 
to  the  puMic,  would  he  immenie  :  he  would  not  hate  it  un-» 
derftood  that  he  was  alarmed  without  caufe ;  the  rifle  of 
France  and  England  was  widely  diiferent ;  in  faft,  France 
had  nothing  to  lofe  in  the  Eaft,  and  we  had  hear  nine  miU 
lions  at  ftake,  which'  for  frrelnottlhy  fo  come,  the  teres 
limited  by  the  article  to  which  he  had  alliaded,  woold  remaiA 
liable  to  feizure.  He  hoped  that  the  miaifters  of  France 
would  be  above  taking  advantage  of  this  circumfltance  ;  and 
be  hoped  alfo  that  our  minifters  would  take  (bch  fiept  bj 
dtfpatching  orders  to  India,  or  fuch  other  meant  as  they 
Ihould  deem  moft  proper,  to  prevent  thofe  lolfes,  to  whick 
the  above  article  left  us,  at  this  moment  ^xpoied.  Intdli^ 
geoce  might  be  ient  out  to  India,  greatly  to  our  prejudice} 
and  he  was  the  more  afraid  of  this,  as  he  knew,  though  with* 
out  being  able  to  account  for  it,  that  the  French  had  during 
the  courle  of  the  war  been  apprized  of  every  event  ia  India, 
at  leaft  a  month  before  it  was  known  in  England  ;  and  alfo^ 
that  the  French  in  India,  were  apprized  of  thetranfaAiona 
of  Europe,  a  month  before  the  accounts  of  them  reached  the 
Britifli  (ettlements.  He  recommended  it  to  mintfters  to  pro* 
cure  paflports  for  the  Indiamen,  that  were  now  on  the  point 
of  failing ;  for  without  that  precaution,  they  would  be  liable 
to  feizure  thefe  five  months  to  come.  To  this  mioiilers  (M 
nothing.  •     ^ 

Lord  Ataltland  rofe  to  remind  a  right  honourable  Secretary  Uri 
of  an  exprefiion  which  had  fallen  from  him  near  two  months  ^'^^ 
ago  :  at  that  time  the  right  honourable  Secretanf  had  aiTured 
the  Houfe,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  minimrs  to  advife 
his  Majefty  to  beftow  fome  iignal  mark  of  his  favour  od  the 
gallant  General  Eliot t,  for  his  noble  defence  of  Gibraltar. 
He  was  now  to  a(k  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  whether 
the  red  ribbon,  with  a  penfion  of  1300I.  a  year,  was  the 
fignal  mark  of  royal  favour,  that  minifters  at  that  time  in- 
tended to  advife  his  Majefty  t6  beftow  ?  if  it  wiis,  he  would 
inform  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  he  would,  oq 
the  firft  vacant  day,  move  the  Houfe  for  fuch  a  mark  of  royal 
gratitude,  as  he  thought  ought  to  have  been  conferred  on  lb 
gallant  a  commander* 

Mr.  Hamet  begged  leave  to  inform  the  Houfe  of  a  very  re-  B4fcHiB»t- 
cent  and  extraordinary  event ;  there  was,  he  faid,  at  the  time 
he  was  fpcaking,  an  American  lliip  in  tlie  river  Thames, 

with 
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with  At  Tbirkecn  S&ripes  flying  on  board ;  this  Ihip  had 
offered  IQ  eater  at  t)ie  Caftom-^oufe,  but  the  officers  were 
at  a  lofi  bow  to  behave :  his  motif e  for  mentioaioff  thi9 
fiibjeft  was,  that  roiaifiers  might  take  fuch  fteps  witn  tho 
A^^rican  Coquniilipoent  ^9  would  fecure  the  free  inter* 
courie  between  this  cpuptrj  and  Aoierica,  The  miaifters 
remained  iUcnt. 

^Lord  AfaUiukl  g^ve  '^otice^  that  iince  minifters  had  not 
thought  proper  to  give  any  ^amfwer  to  his  queAion,  relative 
to  General  Eliott,  he  would  oh  the  firft  vacant  day,  make  a 
motion  on  the  fubjeft  inatter  of  .that  queftion, 

Mr.  DavU  fjartlff  faid,  that  the  call  of  the  Houfe  ftand^ 
Uig  for  this  day,  and  the  preliminaries  of  ppace  not  having 
b^tnyet  difcuited,  he  wifhed  that  the  call  might  be  poftpooed ; 
aff  the  ratilicatioa  had  not.  yet  arrived  from  Paris,  he  fup« 
pofed  that  the  confideration  of  the  prelimtnaries  could  not 
WbH  be  taUea  up  before  this  days,  or  Monday  fe'anight ;  and 
tiierefore  he  woald  move  that  the  call  might  be  adjouriled  ta 
Wedtiefday  fb'nnight* 

Mr.  FoK  wifiied  the  Secretary  of  Sute  would  fix  upon  forac 
pariicular  day*  when  he  though^  (he  bufinefs  of  the  preiimina« 
fies  would  come  before  theHouie :  he  did  not  lyantto  tie  hia| 
down  to  way  particular  day  ;  perhaps  the  ratification  might 
-fkdl  arrive  as  fooo  as  he  exppfbed ;  but  -he  might  certainly 
Sx  feme  ilayt.XHi  condUioo  that  be  0iouid  receive  the  ratifi- 
cation prev«90s  to  it.    . 

Mr.  Secretary  Town/hend  izid  he  had  not  the  leaft  objeAioo 
AoLiT^"*  tp  fix  a  d^y,  except  what  arofc  from  the  uncertainty  when 
the  ratificMCioiv  (bould  arrive  :  he  expefted  it  very  manly  ; 
and  he  believed  he  might  venture  to  name  Monday  fe^nnight^ 
it  beii^  underftood  at  Uie  fame  time,  that  the  difcuifion  of 
the  prelifuinarics  on  that  day  would  depend  on  the  arrival  of 
the  ratification  in  the  courfe  of  next  week.  As  to  the 
call  of  the  Houfe,.  he  would  certainly  agree  to  put  it  off;  in 
this. he  knew  be.differcd  from  an  hoi^urable  member  {Mi^ 
JloUe)  who  was  of  opinion  that  the  Hpu(e  Ofight  always  to 
be  celled  over,  on  the  day  firft  appcfimed  for  the  call. 

Mr.  Sfiik  faidj  that  as  t^his  had  beeii  hisopinion  ibr  a  long 
.time  .paft^  it  continued  to  be  ib  ftUl ;  and  without  enteriag 
.into  any  debate  on  the  qqeftion,  he  would  take  the  ieofe  of 
the  Houfe  on  the  motion.  Before  the  ^oofe  divided, 
Hk^Motu  Mr.  Fox  gave  iloiiee,  that  dn  Monday  next  he  would  move 
for  an  account  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  of  thf -ft^te  of  the 
itavyi  as  to.the  number  of  fhjps  and  ipen  in  actual  feiyice  at 

the 
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the  time  whco  tbe  preliminaries  were  ligned ;  And  to  thir . 
motion  be  did  not  conceive  that  any  objeAion  would  be 
made. 

The  Houfe  then  divided  on  the  motion  for  adjourning  the 
call,  to  Wedoelday  fe'rtnight,  when  tliere  appeared,  Ayfcs 
176;  Noes  loi.    Majority  75. 

February  I9« 

The  Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  moved  that  the  part  of  hjs  ^'**?**"*" 
Majefty's  fpcech  which  related  to  oeconomical  reforms,  chmer.* ' 
ihould  be  read  ;  which  having  been  done,  he  ftated  the  very 
great  necellity  of  feconding  the  gracious  Intention  of  the  io^ 
vereiga  in  fb  e0ential  and  important  an  undertaking;  there 
were  m  moft  of  the  public  offices,  fine  cure  places,  to  which 
great  falaries  were  annexed  ;  and  the  nation  was  bvirthenq4 
to  pay  officers,  who  performed  no  fervices  whatever.  Th|s 
was  a  good  ground  for  reform  ;.  and  he  made  no  doubt  but 
the  Houfe  would  readily  confent  to  a  meafure,  which  had 
for  Its  objeft,  to  alleviate  the  hurtben  of  the  public ;  He 
then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  reforming  abufes, 
and  introducing  newreguIationsintotheTrearury,A^miralty^ 
Tax  and  Pay  offices,  and  other  public  offices,  to  be  men- 
tioned in  the  bill.— The  motion  pafled  without  a.divifion* 

He  next  ftated,  that  there  was  another  department  in  the 
public  lervice,  which  he  thpught  of  fo  great  magnitude,  as  ' 

that  it  well  deferved  to  be  confidered  in  a  feparate  bill ;  he 
meant  the  Board  of  cuftoms,  where,  from  the  numberlefs 
fees,  and  intricate  forms  of  office,  the  public  bufinefs  was 
greatly  retarded,  to  the  great  injury,  as  well  of  the  revenue^ 
as  of  the  merchants :  there  were  alfo  under  that  Board  a 
o  umber  of  patent  places^  which  were  become  mere  line  cures, 
of  no  ben^t  whateverj  except  to  the  patentees ;  t)ut  of  no 
fmall  detriment  to  trade,  from  the  n^ultiplication  of  fees^: 
befides,  the  officers  who  held  under  patents,  were  in  ifome 
meafure  exempt  from  the  contro'ul  of  the,commiffiohers.;  a 
circnmftance  not  calculated  for  the  benefit,  or  good  govern^ 
ment  of  the  cuftoms.  The  fees  he  intended  to  reduce ;  the 
patent  places  toabolifb,  ftill  making  a.  proviiion,  equal  to 
an  equivalent,  for  the  prefent  pofTcuors,  and  a  proper  com- 
penfation  to  thofe  who  were  interefted  in  the  reverfion.  Thiii 
laft  idea  met  the  general  apf^bation  of  the  Houfe ;  and 
Mr.  Pitt  having  m*>vcd  for  leave  to  bring  in. a  bill  to  reduce  ^  ^ 
the  fees  of  office,  and  alfo  to  aboliih  certain  patent  places** 
ood^  the  Board  of  cuftoms^ 

Yoh.  IX,  E  c  Mr* 
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Mr.  Dcmp*.      Mn  Dempfier  obfcrvcij,  that  as  the  right  honourable-  gen- 

*^''  tlcman  had  not  been  very  long  in  office,  it  might  not  have 

come  to  his  knowledge,  that  Scotland  was  as  much  hapipered 
with  fees  to  cultom^ioufe  officers  as  EngUod,  and  that  he 
^ould  therefore  recommend  ic  to  hin^,  to  include  the  former 

^,  in  his  plan.  , :    . 

of  theExI        ^^^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faidj^  that  every  thing  tliat 

chequer,  fell  from  the  honourable  member,  had  very  great  weight 
with  him  ;  he  had  already  fuggeiled  to  him  the  idea  of.  in- 
cluding Scotland  in  his  plan  for  improving  the  reprefentation 
of  the  people  ;  for  that,  and  for  the  idea  hd  had  juft  thrown 
out,  he  returned  him  his  thanks,  and  fhould  efteem  himfelf 
happy  in  having  the  honourable  member's  afliftance  in  carry- 
"ing  it  into  execution,  '^hc  motion  paffcd  without  a  di^vifiori  ; 
as  did  alfo  another  for  a  lift  of  officers  under  the  Board  of 
Cuftoms,  together  with  the  fees  paid  t6  theO),  in  England  ; 
^on  the  fuggcftion  of  Mr.  Dchipfter,  inftqad  of  the  word  Eng- 
land, the  wbrds  Great  Brimiii  wei^e  infertcd.  :    '  ^ 

5^^^*""      Lord   Beauchamp  moved,  that  the  Direftors  of  theEaft 

""^*       India  Company  do  lay  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the 

duties  paid  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  by  the  late  French 

£aft  Iildia'  Company^  or  by  individual  traders  of  that  na- 

'tion^  prevtous  to  the  difTolation  of  the  faid  Company.    The 

motion  palTed  without  oppofition. 

•tr.Fox.  Mr.  Fox  moved,  without  atiy  preface,*  in  three  fcparate 
motions,  for  a  lift  of  alt  the  Ihips  of  war,  with  their  nimes 
and  rates  ;  which  were  in  commiflion,  and  fit  for  fervice  on 
the  20th  of  January  laft  ;  and  alfo  an  account  of  the  feamen 
and  marines  borne  and  muftered  in  his  Majcfty's  navy  on 
the  ift  of  January  1783;  and  laftly,  for  the  namdsoffuch 
ihips  as  were  in  fucn  forwardncfs  that  they  might  be  in  the 
water  on  the  ift  of  May  next.  He  faid  that  it  muft  ftrikc 
every  Member  that  it  was  with  a  viev^  to  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  that  he  made  thefe  motions :  for  he  hitift  fay,  th^t  the 
preliminaries  did  hot  bear  upon  the  face  of  them  their  own 
juftification  :  and  therefore  it  was  ncceflary  to  proturd  every 

Eoffible  information  on  the  fubjeft,  before  the  Houfe  (hould 
e  called  upon  to  decide  upon  "their  merits  or  demerits;  and 
he  hoped  that  orders  would  be  given  by  the  proper  officer, 
to  get  the  papers  moved  for  ready  to  be  laid  on  the  table 
before  the  difcuffions  on  the  prelimmaries  Ihould  be  brought 
forward.  The  motions  pafled  without  oppofition. 
Mr.  BvUcff.  Mr.  Buller  faid,  that  he  wiftied  to  take  the  bufinefs  up  at 
an  earlier  period^  ia  order  to  afcertain  whether  the  navy  was 
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ip  an  improving  or  declining  ftate,  when  It  was  handed  over 
by  a  noble  Earl,  to  his  faccelTor;  he  therefore  moved  for  an 
account  of  the  Ihip^  of  war  in  commiflioni  .tog(Sther  with  the 
number  of  feamen  and  marines  borne  and  mnftered  in  his* 
Majefty's  navy  oni  the  31ft  of  March  laft. — He  intended  alfd. 
to  make  fome  other  motions  for  papers  relative  to  the  navy  ; 
but  as  he  had  not  yet  worded  them,  he  would  wait  for  ano- 
ther day  :  the  motion  he  did  make  was  agreed  to  without  any 
difficnlty. 

Lord  \ewbaven  read  fome  motions^  which  he  intended  to  l-ord 
make  on  the  next  day,  by  wi^y  of  letting  minifters  know  Newhi?ca; 
bvrfore  hand,  what  he  intended  to  move  for :  the  motions 
were  for  copies  of  infltu£tions  fent  to  Mr.  Ofwald,  relative 
to  the  caufe  of  the  American  Loyalifts  ;  together  with  Mr. 
Ofwa1d*s  anfwers^and  thofe  of  theCommiflioners  from  Con- 
grefs  ;  others  of  the  motions  were  for  copies  of  inftrufiions 
ient  to  Sir  Gay  Carlcton  on  the  fame  fubje£V,  together  with 
the  anfwers. 

Mr.  Secretary  Townflyend  faid,  that  before  the  bnfinefs  Mr.  Secrt* 
fliould  be  completed,  he  did  not  know  that  it  would  be  quite  JJ2bZ**"** 
{o  proper  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  papers,  for  which  the 
noble  lord  intended  to  move  :  however,  he  would  avail  him- 
fclf  of  the  opportunity  now  given  him  by  the  noble  Lord, 
to  coniider  the  fubjeft,  ^and  to  be  prepared  to  give  a  decided 
opinion  on  it,  when  the  motion  (hoold  be  made. 

Lord  ISewbaven  faid  he  would  put  the  motions  into  the  Lord 
right  honourable  Secretary's  hands,  that  he  might  perufc  NewhavcnJ 
them,  at  his  leifure.     His  lordfhip  did  fo  ;  and  the  Houfe 
adjonrned  without  proceeding  to  any  further  bufinefs. 

February  12. 
Mr.  Sicrttary  Ttnbnflyend  faid,  that  in  confequence  of  a  no-  Mr.  Secre- 
ticc  giv4n  by  him  before  the  recefs,  of  an  intention  to  make  tary  Towa« 
Ibme  regulations  for  the  improvement  of  the  police  of  the  ^^^* 
metropolis  and  its  environs,  he  was  now  going  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  two  bills,  to  carry  that  intention  into  ciFeft* 
When  he  iirft  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  fubjeft,  he  had  it. 
in  contemfplation  to  enaA  a  land-prefs»  not  fo  much  from 
any  expe^ation  of  getting  many  men  for  the  army,  but 
merely  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  a  number  of  idle  young 
men  from  meeting  at  night  in  publicrhoufes,  who,  without 
any  vifible  means  of  livelihood,  aifembled  rather  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  meditating  piifchief,  than  innocently  folacing  them- 
felves ;  but  the  peace  having  initeryened,  he  had  altered  his 
mifldi  bccaufe  he  knew  that  a  prefs-aft  in  peace  time  would 
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fprcad  an  alarm ^      Infttod,  therefore,  of  a  prefsaA, 

he  would  prqpofe  that  all  thofe  perfons  who  mould  be  fpund 
.   carrying  jarms  at  night,  without  being  able  to  give  a  good 
aixount  of  themfelVes,  or  in  whofe  polleffion  (hould  be  found 
ipipiements  for  houfe«-breaking,  &c.  (hould,  though  without 
having  adually    perpetrated  any   criminal  a£l,  be  treated 
us  vagrants,  and  fuffer  fix  months  impriibnment :  accordiog 
'to  the  law,  as  it  now  {lands,  the  moft  notorious  felon  in  the 
kingdom,  returning  to  mix  with  the  public,  after  the  expi- 
ration of  a  fentence  of  tranfportation,  or  confinemeat  in  tho 
hulks,  might  have  ip  his  pofTcilion  every  implement  necelTary 
for  plundering  his .  fcllow-fubje&s,  and  ftill  be  out  of  the 
reach  gf  juftice,  till  be  fhoulq  have  a£luaUy  committed  fome 
crime  with  them*     The  obje£l  of  his  nexr  proportion,  was 
to  punifh  more  feverely  the  receivers  of  ilolen  goods*     It 
was  an  old  faying,  '^  that  the  receiver  is  as  bad  as  the 
thief;"  but  if  the  fubjeft  was  maturely  iludied,  it  would  be 
found  that  the  receiver  was  infinitely  worfe,*  and  infinitely 
•n^re  pernicious  to  the  public  :  in  proof  of  this  obfervation^ 
lie  adduced  the  cafe  of  the  unfortunate   young  girl,  who 
was  lately  executed  for  the  robbery  in  her  miftrefs's  boufe  at 
Tottenham.    He  would  propofe  therefore  the  repeal  of  the 
loth  of  George  III.  relative  to  receivers  of  ftolen  goods,  and 
ehavl  the  penalty  of  death  on  all  thofe  who  fhould  in  future 
be  convi£lcd  of  receiving  ftolen  goods,  knowing  them  to  be 
4uch,  which  had  come  into  the  hands  of  the  thief,  by  bur<* 
.X      .    ^lary  or.  highway  robbery,  and  in  thefe  two  cafes   only^ 
Having  faid  thus  much,  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  two 
•feparate  bilU^  for  carrying  the  two  projpofitions  into  law  ; 
and  leave  was  given  without  any  debate, 
K°'^h   en       Lord  Kewhaven  then  mo^cd  for  copies  of  all  inftru6tions 
-    *^*"*  fciit  by  any  of  his  Majefty's  minifters  to  Mr.  Ofwald,  rela- 
tive to  the  Atnerican  loyalifts.     He  declared  that  he4iad  no 
other  objeA  io  view  in  making  this  motion,  than  to  obtaia 
ibch  lights  as  (hould  enable  him  to  judge  whether  as  much 
had  been  done  for  thefe  unfortunate  people  as  the  honour 
aild  juftice  of  the  nation  required^ 

Mr.  Rolle  f^conded  the  motion^  but  without  making  any 
i)>eech. 
(ari  N«*         Earl  Nugent  declared  that  if  his  Majefty's  minifters  had 
♦ci»t*  omitted  to  do  any  one  thing  in  their  power,  to  provide  for 

the  unfortunate  people,  language  could  not  furnilh  him  with 
an  epithet  too  harm  or  fevere  for  them ;  no  punifhment 
^Gol^  be  tQO  ri|;oroi)s  for  them ;  iheir  blood  alone  could 
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wipe  away  the  ftain  from  the  honour  of  the  coantry,  ^which 
the  dereliftion  of  thefe  men  would  fix  upon  it :  while  £ng« 
land  had  a  (hilling,  ihe  ought  to  fhare  it  with  thole,  who- 
had  abandoned  their  all  for  England;  and  he  knew  only  one 
thing  which  England  ooght  not  to  do  for  them,  and  that  was 
to  continue  a  rainoos  war,  which  had  brought  her  to  the 
verge  of  deftrudion  ;  the  continuation  of  which  would  put 
it  for  ever  out  of  the  power  of  this  country  to  make  any 
pro%^i{]on  for  thefe  ioyal,  haplefs  men,  who  had  fo  good  a 
ground  for  looking  up  to  England  for  a  provifion,  which  fhe 
was  hound,  by  every  tie,  human  and  divine,  to  find  for  them. 
It  was  poffiUe  that  mtnifters  might  not  have  been  able  to 
make  better  terms  for  them   than  they  had  done,  without  ' 

continuing  the  war  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  he  would  excufe  them 
for  what  they  had  done  ;  and  he  would  not  prcfs  them  to 
produce  the  papers  moved.  It  was  poilible  alfo  that  there 
might  be  a  fecrct  article  in  the  treaty,  by  which  there  might 
be  fooie  more  agreeable  terms  made  for  the  loyal ifts,  though 
it  might  be  improper  to  make  them  public  ;  for  the  Congrefs 
could  not  anfwer  for  the  afts  of  the  Legrilature  of  the  dif- 
ferent provinces,  each  of  which  is,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofesj  fovereign  within  its  own  limits,  and  looks  with  jea* 
lous  eyes  oh  Congreis,  the  appreheniion  of  whoi'e  encroach* 
ments  is  very  lively.     In  the  cafe  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  at  ' 

York  Town,  there  was  no  ftipulation  in  the  articles  in  fa« 
vour  of  the  Loyaltfts^  and  yet  not  one  of  them  was  ex- 
ecuted ;  becaufc,  in  all  probability,  the  noble  'Earl  had  fti- 
pulated  for  their  fafety  in  a  private  article ;  and  from  the 
knowledge  he  had  of  that  brave:and  gallant  man,  he  was  con- 
vinced, that,  if  he  had  not  privately  ilipulated  for  them, 
he  woiild  much  fooner  have  pcrlflied  with  his  army,  than  put 
the  Loyalifts  unconditionally  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies. 
However,  when  he  mentioned  a  private  aiticle  in  the  preli** 
minanes,  he  mentioned  it  only  a  fuppofeable  cafe,  which 
would  render  it  improper  for  mtnifters  to  confent  that  the 
papers  fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  :  iilence  was,  in  fome' 
cafes,  very  necefTary  ;  and  he  knew  that  miniftcrs  were 
fometimes  obliged  to  aifign  very  weak  rea-fons  for  their  con- 
dud,  becaufe  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  give  their  truerea- 
fons. 

Sir  Ji^fipb  Mawhey  oppofcd  the  motion  ;  he  did  ndt  think  S»'  J<»*ffc 
this  country  owed  any  thing  to  the  Refugees^  becaufe  they  ^^"^^^^ 
were  the  people  who  had  been  moil  inflrumental  in  bringing 
00  tb^  fatal  Aa^eric^jU  mtx^ 

Governor 
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Governor  Govcmor  Johnftotte  fupported  the  motion  :  the  point  upon 
Jjhnftone.  which  the  prcfcnt  queftion  turned  in  faft  was,  whether  it  wai 
neceflary  that  the  papers  moved  for  fhould  be  granted  ;  and 
whether  the  laying  them  before  the  Houfe  might  be  attended 
with  any  inconvenience  to  the  public ;  the  article  in  the  treaty 
with  America;  relative  to  the  loyalifts,  bore  hard  upon  the 
honour  and  character  of  this  country  ;  was  it  not  neceflary 
therefore  that  the  Houfe  fhould  fee  whether  every  thing  had 
beeridone,  that  the  juftice  and  honour  of  the  country  required 
fhould  be  done  ?  As  to  the  inconvenience,  he  really  could 
not  fee  any ;  but  if  gentlemen  wifhed  it,  the  motion  might 
be  qualified.  It  was  in  public  as  in  private  life  ;  there  were 
occafions  where  a  man  ought  to  rifk  his  fortune,  his  life,  and 
every  thing  dear  to  him,  when  honour  called  him ;  and  he 
whoihould  refufc  to  do  it,  was  unworthy  of  life  ;  it  was  juft 
fo  in  public  life  ;  there  might  be  cafes  in  which  the  falvation 
of  a  kingdom  ought  to  be  riiked ;  and  fuch  he  deemed  the 
cafe  of  the  loyalifts,  particularly  thofe,  who  having  at  the 
call  of  the  people  and  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  taken  up 
aims  to  fupport  her  caufe,  were  now  precluded  from  juftice^ 
by  an  odious  diftindion  between  thofe  who  were  within  our 
lines,  and  who  were  to expeftfome  indulgence;  while  thofe 
jkho  had  fought  our  battles,  were  to  be  abandoned. 
Sir  Adam  -  Sir  Adam  Fergufon  infifted,  that  in  the  caufe  of  the  loyalifts 
Fergtiron.'  were  involved  the  honour,  the  juftice,  the  gratitude,  and  he 
would  add,  the  policy  of  the  nation  ;  and  therefore  he  would 
vote  for  the  papers,  that  he  might  fee  whether  as  much  was 
done  to  fupport  them,  as  might  have  been  expeAed. 

The  L^rd  Advocate  argued,  that  if  the  cafe  of  the  loyalifts 
was  one  of  thofe,  in  which  every  thing  ought  to  be  riiked, 
there  was  no  occaiion  for  papers,  in  order  to  convi£k  mi  Di- 
ffers ;  the  very  article  relative  to  the  loyalifts  would  be  fufii- 
cient  for  their  conviAion  ;  for  it  was  clear  they  had  aCted,  as 
if  thev  thought  every  thing  ought  not  to  be  riiked.  On  the 
other  hand,  thofe  who  were  not  of  opinion  that  any  fuch  cafe 
could  exift,  and  who  would  call  for  papers,  only  for  infor- 
Qiatiouy  muft  fee  the  impropriety  of  laving  before  Parlia- 
ment the  private  converfation  of  the  American  Commif- 
iioners,  which  were  never  intended  by  them  for  the  public 
eye. 
MiT.  Fot.  Mr.  Fox  was  of  opinion,  that  the  comparifon  between  pub- 
lic and  private  life,  made  by  an  honourable  gentleman,  would 
nor  hold  good  ;  an  individual  might,  and  in  fome  cafes  ought 
to  rifk  his  life  and  property  ^  but  no  fuch  cafe  CQuld  exift  wirk 
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regard  lo  the  public  ;  and  if  he  wa$  convinced  that  Minifters 
had  done  all  that  lay  in  their  power  for  the  loyalifts,  with- 
out being  able  to  procure  better  terms  for  them,  without  con- 
tinuing the  war,  he  would  not  be  one  of  thofe  who  would 
coodeoio  them  :  but  ftill  he  wifhed  to  be  informed,  whether 
tbtjr  really  had  done  every  thing  in  their  .power ;  for  though 
he  difapproved  of  the  principles  of  the  loyalifls,  he,  never- 
thelefiy  admitted,  that  ihe  honour  of  this  country  was  inte- 
refted  iu  their  caufci  He  wifhed  he  could  iee  all  other  in- 
firaflions  ^iven  relative  to  other  articles  of  the  peace  ;  for, 
in  the  preleot  treaty,  he  was  free  to  fay,  there  were  fuch  fur- 
renders,  as  could  not  be  equalled  in  all  the  treaties  ever  made 
by  this  or  any  other  country,  in  its  moft  djitrefled  circum* 
funces;  and  he  was  defirous  to  learn  what  ftand  Minifters 
,  had  made  againft  Oiem. 

Mr.  Eden  faid  a  few  words  againft  the  motion,  as  did.  al^ 
Mr.  Secretary  TownlheAd;  whea  the  Houfe  divided  on  it; 
Ayes,  63 ;  noes^  X04*  Majority  againft  producing  the  pa- 
pers, 41. 

February  13. 

Mr,  Dempfter  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  amend-  Mr.  Demp* 
ing  certain  claufes  in  the  17th  of  Queen  Anne,  chap.  6,  iti  fter. 
order  that,  foreign  born  Ptoteftants  be  naturalized^  and  conii- 
dered  as  Britilh  fubjefts: 

Ordered. 

February  14, 

« 

Mr.  Secretary  Townfhend  informed  the  Houfc,  that  the  ra-  Mr.  See, 
tification  of  the  preliminary  treaty  with  the  Court  of  Madrid,  Townihcnd 
had  arrived  yefterday  ;  and  that  authentic  information  had 
been  received  on  the  fame  day,  that  the  States  General  had 
acceded  to  the  ceftation  pf  hoftilities ;    he  therefore  moved, 
that  the  Houfe  would  on  Monday  next  take  into  their  confi* 
deration,  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  made  between 
Great  Britain  andtbeNIoft  Chriftian  and  Catholic  Kings ;  "  *     *  ' 
and  alfo  the  treaty  with  the  United  States  of  America^     The 
motion  pafled  without  any  debate. 

Mr.  kjen  faid  he  had  a  motion  to  make,  to  which  he  did  ^^^  sje^ 
not  conceive  there  could  be  any  po{Ii]pIe  obje£tion,  and  there- 
fore he  would  make  it  without  entering  into  arguments  in 
fnpportoTit.  He  then  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  give  orders,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  copies  of 
the  commifiions  and  powers  under  which  the  Commiffioners 

of 
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-of  Great  Britain  and  Amerka  had  figned  the . preliminary  ar- 

tides  of  peace 

^^\       '     Lcrrd  NcwkaveH  faid,  Tie  had  then  in  his  hand  antction  pre* 

''•^      ***  cifdjr  to  the  fame  cfFcft,  which  he  intended  to  have  made; 

'  but  as  the  right  honourable  member  had  taken  tmtbe  matter, 

'  he  would  content  himiclf  with  iecond^ng  him.    The  queftion 

wa»  put  and  carried ;  but  wheq  the  Speaker  was  putting  the 

queftion,  which  always  follows  an  order  for  prefeeting  an 

addrefs  for  papers,  *'  that  this  addrefs  be  prefented  by  luch 

members  as  are  of    his  Majefty's  mojil  honourable  Viiyj 

Council,** 

T^wnihiiM!      ^^'  ^^^''^^^^Y  rwwf^/jjfrf  expreflcd  his  hopethat  the  H6afe 

'  would  not  order  fuch  papers  to  .  be  laid  before  them,  as  it 

would  be  •contrary >  as  f4r  as  he  eould  judge,  to  the*  pra£kice 

of  Parliamenlj  for  he  could  not  recotteft  a  fingle  precedent, 

where'tlie  powers  of  the  comtnilfioners  who  have  concluded. a 

•peace,  were  4aid  Before  parliament,    [HereMr.  Townihend 

"was  infoi'med  by  the  Ch^r,  that  his  obferVattons  came  too 

late,  as  the  Houfe  had  already  agreed  to  the  addceft  for  the 

papers.] 

M^,  Townfliend  faid,^  that  this  circumfiance  had  efcaped 
l^is  at^^ntipn,  oi^hc  would  have oppofe^ the  motion  in  time: 
he  wiiSi^ed  the  ngbt  honourable,  mover  of  the  queftion  had 
communicated  it  to  him  before  he  made  it,  or  that  he  had 
made  it  Tome  days  earlier.  He  hoped  the  Houfe  would,  not 
infift  ihat  the  queftion  was  not  ftill  open  ;  if  he  (hould  be 
permitted  to  thmk  that  it  was,  and  that  it  could  be  withdrawn, 
h^  would  aflure  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  bring  the  papers 
called  for  on  the  Monday,  and  that  he  would  then  lay  them 
on  the  table,  unlefs  he  fhould  be  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
improper  to  make  them  public,  in  which  cafe  he  wantd  cer- 
tainly not  attempt  to  ^ffign  any  frivolous  reafon  s^aitifb  lay- 
ing them  on  the  table.  ..1 

Mil  Idtt.       ^'''  ^^'^  ^F*^*'  ^'*  readinefs  to  aGcommoAatethe  right 

honourable  Secretary,  and  therefore  he  would- readily  confent, 

as  far  as  lay  in  him,  that  the  queftton,  though  already  car^ 

, i:\edj  fhould  ftill  be  open  todifcuflion ;  and  he  afliired  him, 

^       that  if  \ii  could  have  imagined  'that  his  motion  would  not 

be  treated  as  a  motion  ^covrfe,  he  wouki  moft  undoobtedlf 

have  previottlly  informed  the  right  honov»rabl&  Secretary  wi^n 

the  fubjefi  matter  of  it :  but  as*  to  the  papers  moved  'for,  he 

,held  them  to  be  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  every  member,  who 

ihouid  fee  them  before  he  Hiould  give  bis  ^ote  either  for  or 

a^ainft  the  peace ;  for  nolefe  the  <oaimifiions  were  ffoduced, 

it 
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it  was  impoifible  for  any  man  to  Ay  that  peace  was  made  ; 
for  if  the  Commiilioners  a£ted  without^  or  beyond  their 
powers^  the  articles  they  had  agreed  upon  were  of  no  vali« 
dity. 

Mr.  Fox  faid^  that  as  the  queftion  had  been  carried  in  a  Mr.  Fo<« 
hurry,  and  as  it  could  not  be  the  wifh  of  any  one  that  quelli- 
6ns  mould  be  <|arried  by  furpnfe,  he  made  no  doubt  but  the 
Houle  would  cbafent  that  the  queftion  fhould  be  confidered  as 
fiill  open^  and  even  that  it  (hould  be  withdrawn  ;  but  upon 
this  condition,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
pledge  himfclf  to  bring  the  papers  to  the  Hoofe  on  Monday, 
and  ro  lay  them  then  on  the  table,  without  any  farther  opposi- 
tion. He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  papers  were  abfo* 
lutely  DCcelTary,  particularly,  if  for  no  other  purpofe,  for  %fccr- 
taining  how  far  the  Congrels  had  authorifed  their  Commiilio- 
ners  to  treat,  relative  to  the  loy  alifts :  our  Minifters  muft  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  this  power,  before  they 
treated  with  them,  as  Commiflioners  on  fuch  bufinefs,  always 
begin  by  interchanging  their  powers  and  credentials.  The 
right  honourable  Secretary  faid  the  proceeding  was  without  a 
precedent ;  it  was  fo ;  but  the  prefent  peace  was  unprece* 
dented  in  the  annals  of  this  country;  and  as  the  cafe  waa 
new,  it  was  no  wonder  the  proceedings  (hould  be  new. 

Sir  lyilliam  Dolben  exprelTed  a  very  earned  defire  that  Sir  WlllUqi 
Ibme  one  of  thofe,  who  occafionally  advife  his  Majefty  in  ^<**^«*» 
law  matters,  would  inform  the  Houfe  under  what  authority 
minifters  had  a£led  in  fending  commiffioners  to  treat  about 
the  ceflion  of  part  of  the  empire ;  he  meant  to  confine  him- 
fclf to  the  ceiSen  of  the  fovereignty  of  this  country  over 
America ;  for  as  to  the  other  parts  of  the  treaties  01  peace 
he  would  npt  call  their  legality  in  queftion,  becaufe  he  be- 
lieved they  were  within  Uie  boundaries  of  the  prerogative 
of  the  Crown/  But  as  to  America,  he  had  doubts  which  it 
would  not  be  very  cafy  to  remove.  Was  it  by  virtue  of  his 
prerogative  royal,  or  under  the  authority  of  a  ftatute,  that  "  . 
the  King  had  declared  the  colonies  independent  ?  His  Ma- 
jefty, in  his  fpeech  from  the  Throne  at  the  opening  of  the 
feffion,  had  made  ufe  of  an  expreilion  which  left  the  matter 
involved  in  doubt ;  for  ,there  he  declared,  that  finding  all 
efforts  to  bring  back  the  colonics  to  a  dependence  upon  Great 
Britain  inefieaual,  he  did  not  hefuate  to  employ  the  powers 
vefted  in  him  to  bring  about  a  peace.  But  how  vefted  was 
the  queftion  ?  Was  it  by  his  prerogative  ?  If  it  was,  this  was 
indeed  a  moft  tremendous  exertion  of  it ;  and  he  was  tlie 
Vol.  IX.  F  f  more 
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Iftorc  alarmed  ai>d  furprif*ed  at  it,  ds  this  cxprcffioo  in  hit 
Majcfty's  fpeccb  had  been  adopted  by  the  advice  of  thofe, 
who,  a  Ihort  tfftic  before,  had  concurred  in  a  refolutioh  of 
the  Houfc  of  Cotnitions,  "  that  the  influence  of  the  Crbwo 
-'  has  encreaied}  is  encreafing^  and  oug^t  to  be  diminfifbed.** 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  thi*  po^6r  of  declaring  America  in- 
dependent was  claimed  un^ef  tfie  aft  paffed  laft  kSian^  for 
itnpowering  his  Majefty  to*  conclude  a  peace  or  truce  with 
America,  ne  would  colTtend  that  no  power  whatever  was 
given  by  that  zBt  to  ftver  Attierleai  from  Great  BritaiD. 
Some  might  fay  tl^at  it  was  implied^  if  not  exprelJTed;  but 
ought  fo  great  a  matter  ta  be  left  to  implicaftion  ©r  conftruc- 
tion  ?  In  the  cafe  of  Ireland,  the  Parliament  of  that  lung" 
dom  faid,  that  the  repeal  of  the  6th  of  George  J.  would 
give  general  fatrsfadion  ta  them,  as  it  would  pv\t  an  end  to 
the  claims  of  England  to  Icgiflate  for  Ireland^  The  a£t  was 
accordingly  repeated ;  but  the  Irilh  recoUe&ing  themfelveSf 
that  though  the  claims  might  have  been  virtually  renounced 
by  the*  repeal  of  that  aft,  h  would  be  weaknels  ta  truft  ta 
Tirtual  or  conftrudive  renunciation ;  and  therefore  to  put 
the  qneftioD  bevond  the  poffibitity  of  doubt  and  (^avil^  ihtj 
tailed  for  an  a^  which  mould  in  cxprefs  terms  renounce  the 
claims  of  England  to  legtilate  for  them.  Why  fhould  not 
ibz  fame  precaution  be  taken  in  a  bufinefs  of  10  much  tno^ 
ment,  as  the  renunciation  of  the  fovereignty  of  (his  country 
over  America  ?  It  ought  not  to  be  left  to  eonllru^ion,  whe- 
ther the  treaty  with  America  was  made  according  to  law,  or 
Contrary  to  law ;  a  doubt  on  that  point  might  open  a  fcenc 
of  conrufion,  and  furnifh  grounds  for  (heddmg  more  blood, 
and  for  undoing  all  that  had  lately  beep  done.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  and  truly  faid,  that  the  pre* 
fent  peace  was  unprecedented  in  the  annaU  of  this  country ; 
for  furely  it  was  unprecedented  to  furrender  and  give  away 
five  parts  out  of  (ix  of  the  dominions  of  the  Crown.  He 
concluded  by  expreiTing  his  approbation  of  the  mo  ion.. 

The  Lord  Jdvocate  faid  he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  ur;^ing 
the  moiion  at  prefent.  His  right  honourable  friend  had 
pledged  himfelf  to  bring  down  the  papers  on  Monday,  and 
lay  them  on  the  table,  if  he  (hould  not  have  ftro^g  reaibns 
to  fhew,  why  they  ought  not  to  be  produced  ;  meaning  by 
this,  that  he  wanted  time  to  look  into  the  papers,  and  try  if 
they  contained  any  matter  which  it  would  be  improper  to 
difclofe ;  for  gentlemen  mufl:  all  fee,  that  in  cafe  they  con- 
tained atty  inftru£lL0iis,  or  wete  conncded  with  thenn  it 

would 


The  Lord 
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would  be  Tcry  far  from  being  prudent  to  I<i7  Uiem  before 
the  Houfe.  He  was  fure,  that  as  his  right  honourable  friend 
did  not  wifK  to  bring  any  new  matter  before  the  Houfe  on 
Moadayy  as  they  would  have  enough  tor  attend  to  in  the  dif- 
ciiiSoa  of  the  Articles  of  the  Peace,  gentlemen  might  be  ' 
(arc  that  he  would  lay  the  papers  moved  for  .ou  the  table  on 
tliat  dwf^  without  aay  debate,  if  he  ihouid,  on  perfciii^ 
them,  Qad  oothing  ia  them  that  ought  to  make  him  wi&  to. 
keep  the^  back. 

Governor  J^Mfiom  faid,  that  he  was  of  opinion  the  Houie  CoTemor 
could  not  with  propriety  enter  upon  the  coriGderation  of  the  Johnitpoe. 
Articles  of  the  Peace,  until  they  (hould  have  before  them 
the  powers  nader  if^bich  tl^e  Coinraiflioners  bad  been  autho-* 
fifed  to  ad  ;  aD4  therefore,  as  the  H wfe  had  already  voted 
that  tbe^ic  powers  ilji^uld  be  produced,  he  would  not  confent 
that  the.  tote:  ihovld  be  eraied  from  the  minute  hooks,  tinlefs 
the  right  bonopr^^  menaber  ihould  pledge  biun&lf  to  lay  the 
papers  on  thie  table  on  Monday,  without  any  queftion  or  de^ 
bau^  The  learned  Lord  had  iAiggeftod,  that  the  right  ho« 
aoorable  Secretary  wanted  time  to  look  into  the  papers,  and 
try  if  there  was  any  thing  contained  in  them  which  ought 
to  make  him  w»(h  (q  ke^ep  them  back;  for  his  part,  he  was 
aftooiihed  at. the  fuggefiion,  for  be- could  not  conceive  that 
the  >  Secretary  could  be  ignorant  of  t^e  contents  of  thefe 
piipers  ;  that  he  ought  not  to  be  ignorant  of  them  was  moft  ^ 
certain,  and  he  w«s  aftoni(hed  that  he  was  not  at  this  time 
ib  nttcb  mafter  of  the  contents,  as  to  be  able  almoft  to  re- 
cite, them  by  heart;  for  one  mi^t  imagine,  th^t  in  fo  oew^ 
ib  greaty  and  fo  momentous  a  tranfaftion,  as  was  that  for 
jceding  fo.immenfe  a  territory  a$  North  America,  a  minifter 
would  h«ive  read  over  a  hundred  times  the  inftrumeot  or  deed 
by  which  CommifHoi^ers  were  appointed  to  treat  about  fuch 
ft  ceffioQ.  The  learned  Lord  faid  alfo,  that  the  right  bor  < 
AoaraWe  Secretary,  in  order  tp  avoid  introducing  any  nei9r 
matter  of  debate  on  Mpnday,  which  was  to  be  dedicated  to 
the  diicuffion  of  the  Preliminary  Treaties,  would  lay  th» 
papers  on  the  table,  without  entering  into  any  arguments  oa 
the^^eftion,  if  he  Ihopld  find  that  they  contained  nothing 
ioiprpper  to  be  laid  befote  the  Houfe,  What  was  the  plain 
EogUfll  of  .ibit»  but  that  if  he  (hould  find  fpmething  in  them 
that  ought  to  be  kept,  fecret  he  would  refill  a  motion  for 
laying  the  papers  on  the  table;  and  as  fuch  papers  were,  in 
his  opinion,  abfolutely  neceifary  for  the  information  of  the 
tJoufe,  he  (Governor  |ohnftone)  certainly  woidd  argue  for 

F  f  a  th^if 
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their  produdion,  and  thtn  a  debate,  which  mtniftcrs  fcemcd 
to  wilh  to  avoid,  would  take  place  on  a  day  which  \Vas  fct 
a   part  for  a  debate  of  a  very  diflPerent  nature.     He  was 
therefore  determined   that  the  queftion,  which   had   lately 
been  carried,  fhould  remain  upon  the  book. 
Mr.Jcnkin-      ]\^r^  Jenkinfon  argued  that  the  papers  moved  for,  coold 
not  contain  any  thing  improper  for  that  Houfeto   be  ac- 
quainted with.     Every  man,   in  the  fmallcft  degree  convcr- 
fant  with  the  bulinefs  of  office,  tnuft  know,  that  a  commif- 
lioa  for  treating  of  peace,  anc^the  inftru£tions  by  which  the 
commiffioner  was  to  be  guided,  were  two  very  diilin£i  in- 
flruments :  it  was  abfolutely  inconliftent  with  official  forms 
in  this,  and  all, other  kingdoms  and  ftates  in  Europe^  that  in- 
Aruftions  fhould  be  contained  in  the  coftibifiioh  ;  nay,  it 
vras  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things ;  for  commiffioners  ge- 
nerally were  fatisiied  in  the  end  of  a  treaty  to  take  lefithari 
they  aiked  at  firft  ;  and  no  doubt,  in  both  cafes^   they  aded 
according  to  inftrudions,^  which  if  they  were  known,  would 
defeat  the  obje£l  of  treating ;  and  if  the  inftru£tions,  which 
are  always  confidered  as  fecrets  of  ftate,  were  contained  in  the 
commiffion,  they  muft  necciTarily  come  to  the  knowkdge  of 
the  oppoiite  party,  as  the  firft  ftep  of  commiffioners^  when 
they  meet  to  treat  of  peace,  is  to  exchange  commiffions  with 
one  another,  in  order  that  one  party  may  fee  how  far  the 
other  is  aurhorifed  to  treat.     The  right  honourable  Secretary 
ought  therefore  from  his  knowledge  of  office,  be  aMc  to  pro- 
nounce at  once,  that  the  Englifh  commiffion  could  not  con- 
tain any  fecret  improper  to  be  revealed  to  Parliament :  as  to 
the  commiffion  from  Congrefs,  the  right  honourable  Secre* 
tary  might  fay  he  could  not  fpeak  to  that  with  fo  much  cer- 
tainty ;  becaufc  they  were,  as  yet,  but  little  acquainted  with 
forms  of  office  in  their  infant  ftate  in  America;  but  ftill  it 
was  but  reafonablc  to  believe  that  Congrefs  were  not  fo  foolifh 
as  to  order  the  inftrudtions  fent  by  them  to  their  commiffion- 
crs  at  Paris,  to  be  inferted  in  their  commiffion.     He  owned 
he  wiflied  to  fee  the  flile  of  the  American  States  in  this  im- 
portant cojmmiffion ;  therefore  he  humbly  apprehended  that 
there  could  be  no  (hadow  of  objeftion  to  the  produAtoil  of 
the  papers  moved  for  by  the  right  honourable  member. 
Mr.  M>M«.      Mr.  Afansjield  hid  a  few  words  on  the  fame  fide  ;  and  at 
**'^'  laft  the  Miniftcr  gave  the  queftion  up,  and  It  vvas  ordered 

that  the  papers  (liould  be  laid  upon  the  table  on  Monday. 
Mr.  Sl^eri*        Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  that  as  he  was  to  be  called  upon  fofoon, 
^j«.  to  givp  his  vote  in  approbation  or  dify)probatioa  of  thff  peace, 

;  '  it 
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It  was  his  duty  to  feek  for  fuch  information  as  Ihould  enable 
him  to  form  a  juft  and  fafc  judgment  on  fo  weighty  and  im- 
portant a  fubjeft.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  had  ftatcd 
to  the  Houfc,  that  Holland  has  acceded  to  the  propofal  of  a 
cefTation  of  hoftilities ;  but  hfi  had  faid  nothing  relative  to 
the  date  in  which  the  treaty  between  that  Republic  and  this 
country  at  prefent  flood  ;  and  yet  it  was^  in  his  opinion,  ne- 
cclTary  that  it  fhould  be  known,  before  gentlemen  could  form 
a  juft  and  fafe  judgment  on  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
with  France  :  the  article  to  which  he  alluded  was  the  fix- 
teenth,  wherein  it  is  ftated,  •*  that  if  either  of  theconrac- 
**  ting  parties  has  any  allies  in  India,  they  fliall  be  invited 
**  to  accede  to  the  peace,  and  four  months* fliall  be  given  to  ' 

'*  them  to  confider  of  ir,  from  the  time  that  they  fliall  have 
**  received  fuch  invitation ;  after  which  period  of  four 
**  months,  it  fliall  not  be  lawful  for  cither  qi  the  contracting 
*^  parties  [England  and  France]  to  give  thefc  allies  any  af- 
•*  fiftance."  ■  ■  ■  ■  Now,  as  it  was  not  ftatcd  in  the  article 
when  thefe  allies  were  to  be  invited  to  accede  to  the  peace,  it  ' 

was  in  the  power  of  France  to  with-hold  the  invitation  on 
her  part  as  long  aj  flie  plcafed,  and  during  that  time,  and 
for  four  months  after  flle  fliould  have  given  the  invitation, 
ihc  would  lind  herfelf  at  liberty  to  aflift  her  allies  againft  us ; 
*and  therefore  might  affift  the  Dutch  in  recovering  their  fet- 
tlements,  now  in  our  pofl!eflion,  or  Hyder  Aly  in  over  run- 
ning the  Carnatic. ,  In  fuch  a  cafe  he  thought  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Houfe  immediately  to  addrefs  the  Crown,  not  to 
part  with  Trincomale,  until  fuch  time  as  peace  fliould  be 
concluded,  and  ratified  with  Holland.  —  This  was  a  reafon 
that  made  him  wifh  to  know  in  what  ftatc  of  progrcfs  the 
treaty  between  us  and  that  Republic  was  at  prefent;  and 
therefore  he  would  defire  to  be  informed  if  Trincomale,  or 
any  other  late  Dutch  fcttlcments,  were  to  be  reftorcd  to  Hol- 
land ;  if  he  fhould  find  that  they  were,  then  he  certainly 
would   move  to  addrefs  the  Crown  that  Trincomale,  &c. 
fliould  not  be  rcftored  until  the  treaty  with  Holland  fhould  be 
concluded,  and  peace  reftorcd  to  the  Carnatic.  —  Minifters 
not  having  given  any  anfwer,  he  moved  that  fuch  parts  of  the 
treaty  at  prefent  pending  between  Great- Hritain  and  Hol- 
land, as  related  to  ccflions  to  be  made  by  the  former  to  the 
latter,  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
Mr.'  Fox  feconded  the  motion. 

The  Lorti  Advocate  recommended  to  Minifters  to  make  a  The  Lord 
ftand  againft  queftioas  and  motions  of  this  nature;  for ' if  ^*^^*^** 

they 
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they. were  to  anfwer  the  one  and  pafs  the  other  in  the  middle 
of  a  negociation,  it  would  be  impoffible  that  they  (hopld  be 
able  to  conclude  it  with  advantage  to  the  country,  or  honour 
to  themfelves*    He  wondered  how  any  member  could  aik 
fuch  a  queftion  as  the  honourable^  gentleman  had  propofed  : 
if  Minifters  Ihould  fay  that  Trincomale  probably  would  be. 
given  up^  from  that  moment  Trincomale  was  gone ;  for  thQ 
.     Dutch  nnding  that  Minifters  would  not  remain  inflexible  in 
refuiing  to  reftore  that  fcttlement,  then  no  doubt  they  would 
infift  on  the  reftoration  of  it^    Upon  the  ^hole  he  wifhed 
Minifters  would  firmly  refill  queftions  of  fo  improper  and 
dangerous  a  tendency. 
OoTflTAOT         Governor  Jobnjlone  was  of  opinion^  that  the  difficulty  or 
johiiftiBe.   doubt  ftarted  by  the  honourable  member,  arifing  oot  of  the 
fixieenth  article  of  the  treaty  with  France  was  far  from  being 
ideal^  and  the  matter,  in  his  opinion,  deferved  a  very  feri« 
0U6  confideration* 
Mr.  Chan-       Mr,  Chancellor  Pitt  rofc  with  great  warmth,  and  inveighed 
fdlorPirt.   with  great  vehemence  againft  the  motion:  he  fald,  he  be- 
lieved, that  there  were  not  two  men  in  the  Houfe,  who  could 
approve  of  fueh  a  motion,  except  the  honourable  member 
who  made  it,  and  the  honourable  member  who  fpoke  laf^^ 
who  had  feconded  \u     Here  he  was  interrupted  by  Governor 
f  kSb*^'    Johnftpne,  who  obfcrved,  that  the  motion  had  not  been  fc» 
J^  *   conded  by  him,  (for  he  did  not  apprpve  of  it)  but  by  an  hor 

nourable  member.  [Mr.  F'oxJ  whofe  countenance  to  the  mo- 
tion  would  be  of  mhnitely  more  weight  than  hia  could  poiIi« 
hly  be  ;  but  though  he  had  not  feconded  the  motion,  fiiil  he 
muft  contend,  that  the  difficulty  ftarted  by  the  honourable 
mover  of  the  queftion  was  of  a  very  fenous  nature,  and 
well  deferved  the  attention  of  the  Houfe* 
Mr.  CKan-  Mr.  Cbaneellor  Pitt  proceeded  :  he  faid,  If  he  had  been 
cciiorFitt.  jyjiflaj^gjj  \^  faying  that  the  honourable  member  had  feconded 
the  motion,  it  was  not  at  all  wonderful,  as  the  honourable 
*  member  had  fpoken  in  approbation  of  what  the  mover  of  the 
queftion  had  ftarted  ;  and  as  he  |(new  th^t  h.e  was  not  very 
unlikely  to  fecond  fuch  a  motion,  B^t  it  was  wonderful  in- 
deed, how  any  man  of  common  pnderftanding  could  propofe 
a  meafure  that  ftruck  at  tlie  foundation  of  the  pra£llcc  of 
Parliament,  and  thehiftory  of  the  country;  it  was  unprece* 
dented,  it  was  abfurd,  it  was  prepofterous,  to  propofe  quef- 
tions which  inverted  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe,  and 
would  involve  them  in  difgracc.  Did  any  member  ever  hear 
of  Minifters  rifiug  up  in  their  places,  and  proclaiming  to  the 

Houlc 
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Houfe  the  fecrets  of  a  treaty  flill  depending  ?  Could  an  J 
thing  be  more  abfurd^  more  contrary  to  the  plain  dilates  of 
common  fenfc)  or  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  than  fuch  a  con* 
da  A  }  If  the  honourable  member  wifhed  to  aft  with  proprie* 
ty,  why  did  he  not  move  to  advife  the  Crown  not  to  part 
with  Trincomaie  i  If  there  was  any  fault  or  impropriety  in 
ifording  the  article  in  queflion,  why  not  move  a  cenfure  on 
Minifters^  for  having  advifed  his  Majefty  to  ratify  it }  Why^  , 
in  a  wordy  not  do  any  thing  but  what  the  honourable  mem^^ 
ber  had  done  ?  For  a  more  prepoftcrous  thing  he  could  not 
have  done,  than  to  call  for  tne  particulars  of  a  treaty  before 
it  wasxQocluded«  He  trufied,  therefore,  that  in  his  cooler 
jodement  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

JMr.  Fox  alTured  the  Houfe,  that  his  motive  for  fccondinj;  ^''  ^^^ 
the  motion,  and  he  was  convinced  it  was  the  (ble  objeft  hi« 
honourable  friend  had  iiyiew  in  making  it,  was  to  obtain  in* 
formation,  which,  in  the  prefent  moment,  at  the  eve  of  the 
great  and  important  difcumon  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace, 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  every  member,  to  enable  him  to 
form  a  proper  judgment,  before  ne  fhould  give  his  vote  on  fb 
momentofls  a  fubjeA ;  and  if  the  right  honourable  member, 
who  fpoke  lafl,  had  properly  attended  to  the  nature  of  the 
0iotipn,  he  would  not  have  beflowed  upon  it  thofe  epithets, 
pf  which,  to  his  furprife,,  he  had  been  fo  liberaU^  Either 
the  treaty  now  pending  between  this  country  and  Holland, 
had  reference  to,  and  deluded  on  the  treaty  with  France, 
or  it  did  not ;  if  it  did  not,  then  indeed  the  motion  would  be 
premature,  prepoftcrous,  abfurd,  or  any  thing  clfe  the  right 
honourable  member  might  pleafe  to  call  it ;  for  then  it  woul4 
pot  at  all  be  necefiary  that  we  fliould  be  informed  in  what 
ilale  the  treaty  with  Holland  was,  before  we  (hould  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  the  treaty  with  France :  but  on  the  other 
)iand,  if  the  two  treat'**  i  were  to  have^reference  to  each  other, 
then  furely  the  coniideration  of  the  French  treaty  was  to  be 
taken  up  as  part  only  of  a  general  fyftem  of  pacification,  and 
then,  of  courfe,  members  muft  be  made  iTcquainted  with  the 
different  parts,  in  order  to  be  able  to  pronounce  upon  the 
5vhole«  He  lemembered  that  when  a  motion  had  been  made 
before  the  recefi,  tliat  the  Proviiional  Treaty  with  America 
ihould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  Minifters  cried,  ^*  What ! 
call  for  the  proyiiional  articles,  which  in  fadt  are  to  foim  part 
of  a  treaty  with  France,  before  that  treaty  is  concluded  ! 
What  injury  might  this  do  the  negociation  !  Wait  till  the 
whole  is  concluded,  and  it  Ihall  be  laid  before  you.^     And 
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yet,  when  the  Houfe  had  waited  till  the  treaty  was  laid  be- 
fore them,  they  were  not  able  to  difcover  a  fingic  tittle  in  the 
proviiional  articles,  which  could  have  had  the  fmalleft  influx 
cnce  on  the  treaty  that  was  going  on  between  England  and 
France  ;  for  it  appeared  that  they  were  final,  conclufive,  dc-' 
finitivc,  except  in  cafe  of  what  was  in  itfelf  an  impoilibility 
—  an  eternal  war.  At  the  time  the  motion  was  made  for 
producing  the  provifional  articles,  one  of  the  friends  of  Mi- 
nifters  [Lord  Mahon]  had  cried  out,  **  how  unreafonable, 
how  invidious  would  it  be  to  call  for  the  difagreeablfr  part  of 
.  the  treaty,  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  Co- 
lonies, at  a  time  when  Minifters  cannot  lay  before  Parlia- 
ment the  ftipUlationi  tliat  have  been  made  in  favour  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  great  things  that  have  been  obtained  for  her." 
But  lo  !  when  the  articles  were  produced,  where  was  the  eve 
that  could  difcover  the  favours  and  good  things  flipulated  rof 
England  ?  ■'  ■■■  He  could  fee  no  fohd  reafon  for  refufing  to 
give  the  Houfe  fome  information  relative  to  the  treaty  with 
Holland,  except  that  Minifters  might  wifh  to  difplay  their 
ingenuity,  in  proving  one  thing  to  be  good  to  day,  and  its 
oppofi  e  to  be  good  to-morrow  :  thus  for  inftance,  they  will 
lirgue  on  Monday  next,  relative  to  America,  that  the  utipof' 
jidetU  was'  only  a  proper  principle  on  which  the  treaty  could 
tx  ought  to  b^  carried  on  :  and  when  the  Dutch  treaty  be- 
comes the  fubjeft  of  confideration,  they  will  then,  with  in- 
finite ingenuity,  contend,  that  rcftitution  is  the  only  ground 
Or  bafis  on  which  a  lafting  peace  can  be  built.  He  wonld 
ftill  put  it  to  Minifters  to  fay,  whether  the  Dutch  treaty  had 
any  reference  to  the  treaty  with  France,  or  not :  if  it  bad 
not,  he  was  fatislied  that  the  motion  ihould  be  treated  with 
contempt :  -—  but  if  it  had  a  reference  to  it,  he  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  Minifters  ought  to  give  the  Houfe  fome  explana* 
tion  as  to  the  ftate  or  forwardnefs  of  that  treaty  :  — —  and  he 
was  the  more  deftnous  of  getting  fofne  information  on  thil 
fubjefl,  as  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  there  was  an  underftanding 
between  our  Court  and  that  of  Verfailles^  relative  to  the 
Dutch,  being  convinced,  as  he  was,  that  the  latter  court 
was  pledged  to  procure  peace  to  Holland  on  certain  terms  al- 
ready ftated  by  that  court  to  ours:  he  certainly  woaldTe- 
joicc  if  his  opinion  on  this  fubjeft  was  ill  founded  ;  for  then 
we  fliould  be  at  peace  with  every  power  in  Europe  except 
Holland,  ngainft  whom  we  fhould  be  then  at  liberty  to  carry 
on  tlie  war;  and  confequently  wc  (hould  find  our/elves  ma- 
ilers of  the  conditions  of  the  peace.    As  to  the  motion  be- 
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(ore  the  Hoafe,  as  It  had  been  made  folely  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  information,  fo  he  would  con  fen  t  to  withdraw  it^ 
and  he  made  no  doubt  but  his  honourable  friend  would  cbn- 
lent  alfo,  if  Minifters  thought  that  the  information  called 
for  could  not  with  propriety  be  given, 

Mr.  Sheridan  declared,  that  in  making  the  motion,  he  had  J^^ 
no  other  obje£l  whatever  than  to  procure  fuch  information  as 
fhould*  enable  him  to  form  a  fafe  judgment  of  the  peace,  and 
if  he  could  not  obtain  that  information,  he  would  readily* 
confent  to  withdraw  his  motion,  which  had  been  treated  with 
fo  many  harih  and  unprovoked  expreifions  by  the  right  bo** 
noarable  member ;  that  gentleman  ufed  frequently  to  recom* 
mend  it  to  members  to  debate  with  coolnefs,  temper,  and 
moderation :  he  was  forry  that  in  this  inftance  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  not  a  little  enforced  the  precept  by 
example  :  he  wifhed  alfo  that  he  had  fpokcn  in  as  high  a  tone, . 
and  held  as  lofty  a  iai^uage  in  making  the  peace,  he  w(>uUi 
not  then  be  obliged  to  (land  fo  much  on  the  defenlive  as  per* 
haps  he  might  be  under  the  neceffity  of  doing  on  Monday 
next;  becaufe  he  might,  by  talking  and  a£tiog  boldly,  have 
made  a  better  peace.     The  queftion  was  withdrawn. 

Lord  Alaitland  rofe  to  move  for  an  additional  reward  to  Lord  Mait- 
Geoeral  Eliott:  he  fa  id,  that  had  fuch  a  motion 'been  made  ^^^^* 
two  months  ago,  as  he  was  going  to  make  now,  he.  would 
have  oppofed  it,  becaufe  it  would  certainly  be  an  improper 
,  interference  of  Parliament  to  addrefs  the  Throne  for  honours 
on  any  individual,  at  a  time,  whe^n  perhaps  Minifters  were 
employed  in  advifing  the  fame  roeafures  to  the  Crown ;  but 
having  now  waited  till  all  that  he  believed,  Minifters  intend- 
ed CO  do,  had  aAually  been  done,  and  that  all  falling  ihort 
of  what  he  thought  due  to  the  merits  and  fervices  of  General 
Eliott ;  he  thought  it  his  duty,  and  that  of  Parliament,  to. 
interfere  now,  and  advife  the  Crown  to  beftow  fuch  fignal 
marks  of  its  favour  on  General  Eliott,  as  might  bear  a  pro<» 
portion  to  his  merits :  that  great  General  had  for  three  years 
and  a  half  withftood  the  attacks  of  the  enemy  ;  but  particu- 
larly towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  year,  the  enemy  determU' 
ned  to  fend  fuch  force  to  the  fiege,  as  fhoald,  in  their  opi- 
nion,  make  it  impoffible  for  the  governor  to  hold  out  lon^ 
And  to  convinced  were  they  of  the  fuccefs,  that  thinking  ic 
too  great  an  honour  for  generals  and  noblemen  to  reduce  fuch 
a  fortrefs,  and  fuch  a  general,  they  feiit  Princes  of  the  Blood 
to  accept  of  the  furrender,  and  bear  away  the  glory  of  the 
vi&ory  ;  but  the  brave  Eliott  difappointcd  their  hopes^  and 
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fint  them  home  filled  with  admiration  at  his  eoaduft,  and 
glorying  even  in  their  defeat,  that  they  had  feen  the  greateft 
defence  that  could  be  made  by  man.  His  lordfliip  then  drevr 
a  ilighc  comparifon  between  the  pcniion  of  1 300U  a-year^ 
granted  to  General  Eliott,  and  the  3O00I.  a-year  'given  to 
Uotonel  Barr^  ;  hinting  that  the  latter  had  got  more  by  quit- 
ting the  profeflion,  and  inveftieating  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army,  than  General  Eliott  nad  by  raifing  the  honour  of 
hit  coantfy  and  profeffion  to  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  glory. 
He  did  not  mean  to  depreciate  the  honour  or  dignity  of  the 
order  of  the  Bath ;  but  when  he  found  that  the  fame  order 
was  to  be  given  to  an  officer,  in  other  refpe^ls  indeed  of  high 
mnk  and  cbarader  in  the  army,  [Sir  Ch.  Grey]  for  the  me- 
rit of  going  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  America,  he  could 
sot  think  but  the  defence  of  Gibraltar  deferved  fomettdng 
more  honourable  than  a  red  ribband.  He  aiked  what  would 
the  Generals  of  France  and  Spain  fay,  whofe  converfation 
had  been  for  fo  many  years  nearly  engrofled  by  General 
Eliott,  when  they  fhould  hear  that  a  red  ribband,  and  130QU 
was  all  that  had  been  given  to  that  great  General  for  one  of 
the  moft  famous  defences  recorded  in  hiftory  ?  -—  He  conclu- 
ded^  by  moving  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confer  fomc 
fignal  mark  of  his  royal  favour  on  General  Sir  Auguftua 
Eliott,  K..B.  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  for  his  noble  ^nd  gaU 
lant  defence  of  that  moft  valuable  fortrefs. 
U  Psiktr.  Lord  Parkgr  feconded  the  motion.  Related  as  he  was  ta 
General  Eliott,  he  could  have  wifhed  not  to  have  interfered 
HI  a  buiinefs  of  this  nature,  if  Miaifters  had  not,  in  l^is  opi- 
nion^ been  ftrangely  negligent  4n  the  duty-  they  owed  the 
Iuhlic,  by  which  they  were  bound  to  beftow  honours  with  a 
ouQtiful  hand^  where  they  were  deferved,  in  order  to  keep 
Aip  that  emulation  which  is  the  foul  of  nulitary  men.  He 
was  forry  that  Minifters  had  given  a  pecuniary  reward  to  the 
gallant  General:  honorary  reviEards  were  beft  adapted  to 
thofe  men,  the  very  foundation  and  fopport  of  whofe  profef- 
fion was  honour.  The  circumftancea  of  the  brave  General 
did  not  ftand  in  need  of  a  pecuniary  reward :  it  was  true» 
indeed,  that  his  appointments  as  Governor  were  by  no.n^cana 
Efficient  to  fupport  the  expence  he  was  at  during  the  fic^  ; 
for  be  would  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  place  had  been,  m  a 
great  meafure,  defended  by  the  generous  diftribution  of  foch 
neceiTaries  among  his  officers  and  men  as  he  could  procure  by- 
means  oi  his  private  fortune.    If  the  penfion  was  graiited  to 

him. 
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htoiy  in  6rdcr  to  reimbtirfe  him  thcfe  expeoceSy  he  vrotU 
acknowledge  thtt  it  was  a  handibme  piovifion ;  but  then  hd 
Was  forry  it  was  to  defcend  to  his  fon.  As  to  the  red  ribbon^ 
it  was,  no  doobty  a  tery  honoarable  badge ;  but  he  coold 
fay  it  from  his  own  knofwledg^,  that  the  General,  (eeing  it 
was  beftowed  fimiettmes  on  perfons  not  the  moft  deferving  t>f  ^ 
it,  had  ceaied  to  deem  it  honourable ;  fo  much,  indeed,  was 
he  coofirmed  in  this  opinio^,  that  he  once  refufed  it  whert 
offered  to  him ;  and  he  believed,  that  on  the  prefent  oeca** 
fiou,  if  it  ihould  be  offered  to  him  by  Minifters,  he  would 
fend  it  back  with  contempt :  but  if  it  (hould  be  fent  to  him 
as  a  mark  of  his  royal  mafter*s  favour,  as  fcch  he  would  re  • 
ceive  and  wear  it  with  gratitude.  His  Lordftiip  then  com* 
pared  the  defence  of  Gibraltar  with  other  fervices  ;  and  he 
coofeffed,  that  if  the  fervice  of  the  27th  of  July  was  reward^ 
cd  with  a  peerage,  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  fay  what  ought  to  be 
the  reward  of  the  defender  of  Gibraltar. 

Lord  Beaucbsmpf  on  conftitutional  principles,  oppofed  the  Lord  Bcm- 
notion,  and  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day.     He  was  afraid  <l^«»p« 
that  a  precedent  of  this  nature  might  lead  10  confequences  in 
which  it  would  be  found  that  the  legiflative  would  invade 
theeiecotive  branch  of  government. 

Sir  Charles  Cocks  feconded  Lord  Beauchamp's  motion, 

Mr.  Sfcritary  TmMfiitni  fupported  the  latter  motion.     He  Mr.  Sec 
iaid^  the  penfion  produced  to  General  Eliott  1500I.  a  year  T^^!'* 
aett  money  ;  and  what  made  it  a  greater  ^reward  was,  that    ^^  * 
St  was  to  laft  during  the  lives  of  the  General  and  his  fon. 
He  then  defended  Colonel  Barre,  and  ftiewed  that  he  did 
not  get  his  penlion  for  fitting  his  profeflion  ;  bnt  his  fteady 
and  upright  cofiduft  in  ratliamcnt  had  forced  him  out  of  his 
profeffion*     He  mentioned  General  Grey  and  Sir  John  Jar«>  ^ 
vis,  the  two  illuftrious  knights,  between  whofe  ftalls  the  gaU 
lant  General  was  to  take  his  feat  in  Henry  VIIth*s  chapeU 
This  was  not  difhonourable  company.     As  to  what  French 
and  Spanilh  generals  would  fay  of  a  noble  military  order,  and 
a  pcofion  for  two  lives  of  15001.  a  year,  when  put  into  li- 
tres, it  might  be  thought  a  flight  honour  by  tbofe  foreign 
generals  who  have  fuch  ample  appointments* 

General  ConufOj  thought  no  nonour  ^whlch  could  be  be-  Cen.  Cte* 
flowed  on  General  Eliott  would  be  greater  than  bis  defcrts ;  ^aXi 
ftill  he  did  not  think  it  proper  for  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
interfere  :  the  red  ribbon  was  an  honourable  diftinf^ion ; 
but  he  wifhed  there  was  in  this  country,  as  there  is  in  other 
couAtricSj^  an  order  fet  apart  entirely  for  military  men ;  and  i£ 
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It  depended  upon  him,  there  Ihould  be  fuch  an  Order  before 
long: -bat  at  prcfcnt,  taking  in  every  thing,  as  Genera 
^liott  was  in  the  very  higheft  rank  of  the  military  profcflioo, 
as  he  had  the  Order  of  the  Bath,  and  a  penfion  of  ifool.  a 
year,  he  could  not  be  faid  to  be  negle£bed. 

Governor  Johnftone  faid,  he  fhould  vote  for  the  order  of 
the  day  :  but  ftill  he  thought  enough  had  not  been  done  for 
General  Eliott ;  his  was  an  extraordinary  cafe  ;  the  fiege  of 
Gibraltar  was  fuch  as  ought  never  happen  again,  or  at  leaft 
might  not  happen  for  centuries  ;  it  was  to  be  compared  only 
to  the  fiegcs  of  Rhodes  and  Malta  :  and  therefore  Minifters 
ought  not  to  tie  thcmfelves  down  to,  and  be  led  by  prece- 
dents which  had  do  analogy  to  the  defence  of  Gibraltar. 

'Mr.  Geo.  Onflow  fpoke  in  high  terms  of  General  Eliott, 
whom  he  would  always  mention  with  the  higheft  refpcd, 
and  as  a  moft  noble  and  honourable  charafier,  according  to 
the  advice  of  Horace  : 

Semper  banaraiumjiforit  rfponis  Achilkm. 
But  ftill  he  would  vote  for  the  order  of  the  day,  becaufe  he 
would  not  countenance  what  he  wovild  call  an  invaiion  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown. 
Mr.  Demp-  Mr.  Dempfler  fpoke  ftrongly  in  fupport  of  Lord  Maitland*s 
motion ;  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  no  manner 
of  acquaintance  with  the  gallant  General ;  and  that  he  afied 
therefore  folely  from  his  ^elings  of  gratitude  to  a  man  who 
had  fo  greatly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  and  ferved  his  country. 

General  Rofs  fpoke  alfo  :  but  from  the  buz  in  the  Houfe 
all  the  time  he  was  fpeaking,  we  could  not  diftinguifh  what 
he  was  faying. 

The  queftion  was  at  length  called  for,  and  the  Houfe  di* 
vided ;  when  there  appeared^  for  the  order  of  the  day  92, 
againft  it  i8. 

February  17, 

This  being  the  day  appointed  for  taking  into  confidera- 
tion  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace,  the  Houfe  was  un- 
commonly crouded.  There  were  upwards  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  members  prefcnt  in  the  beginning  oAhe  day. 

]Mr.  Secretary  Townfhcnd  laid  upon  the  table  the  com* 
miffions  of  Mr.  Ofwald,  and  of  the  American  Commif- 
lioners. 

The  following  are  office  copies  of  thefe  ftatc  papers, ^akca 
from  the  table  of  the  Houfe, 


Her. 
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Office  Copy  of  tbejirjl  Commiffton  of  the  Court  of  Great  Britain 

to  Richard  OJivaiJ,  E/q* 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
Great  Britain,  France^  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  &c.  ' 

To  our  trufiy  and  well-bcioved  Richard  OJwaldy  if  our  City  of 

London f  Efquire,  greeting  : 

WHEREAS,  by  virtue  of  an  aft  paffed  in  the  laft  feflion 
of  Parliament,  intituled,  An  A£t  to  enable  bis  Majefty  to 
conclude  a  Peace  or  Truce  with  certain  Colonies  in  North 
America  therein  mentioned,  it  is  recited, '  that  it  is  eflential 
to  the  intereft,  welfare,  and  profperity  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  colonies  or  plantations  of  New  Hampfliire,  Maffa- 
chu&ts  Bay,  Rhode  llland,  Connefticut,  New  York,  New 
Jerfcy,  Pennftrlvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  in  North  America,  that  peace,  intercourfe,  trade, 
and  commerce  fhould  be  reftored  between  them,  Therefore^ 
and  for  a  full  manifeftation  of  our  earneft  wifh  and  defire, 
and  of  that  of  our  Parliament,  to  put  an  end  to  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  it  isenaAed,  that  it  fhould  and  might  be  lawful 
for  us  to  treat,  confult  of,  agree,  and  conclude  with,  any» 
Commiifioner  or  Commiffioners  named,  or  to  be  named,  by 
the  faid  Colonies  or  Plantations,  or  with  any  body  or  bodies 
corporate  or  politic,  or  any  all'embly  or  aueoiblies,  or  de- 
fcription  of  nlen,  or  any  perfon  or  perfohs  whatlbeyer,  a 
peace  or  a  truce  with  the  faid  Colonies  or  Plantations,  or 
any  of  them,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  any  law,  a£^,  or 
ads  of  Parliament,  matter  or  thing,  to  the  contrary  in  a<iy 
wife  notwithftanding  :  Now  know  ye,  that  we,  repofing  ef- 
pecial  truft  in  your  wifdom,  loyalty,  diligence,  and  circum- 
fpcftion,  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  to  be  hereby  com« 
mitted  to  your  charge,  liave  nominated  and  appointed,  con- 
ftltuted  and  afligned,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  nominate  and 
appoint,  conflitute  and  aflign,  you,  the  faid  Richard  Ofwald, 
to  be  our  Commiflioner  in  that  behalf,  to  ufe  and  exercife  all 
and  every  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  entrbfled  and 
committed  to  yon,  the  faid  Richard  Ofwald;  and  to  do, 
perform^  and  execute  all  other  matters  and  things  hereby 

enjoined. 
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enjoined  and  committed  to  your  care,  during  our  will  and 
pleafure,  and  no  longer,  according  to  the  tenor  of  thefe  our 
Letter  Patent.  And  it  i ^  our  Royal  will  and  pleafure,  and 
we  do  hereby  authorife,  impower,  and  require  you,  the  (aid 
Richard  Ofwald,  to  treat,  confalt  of,  and  conclude  with  any 
Comn^iffioner  or  Coinmifliorters,  nlmed,  or  to  be  nafned,  by 
the  fatd  Colonies  or  Plantations,  and  any  body  or  bodies 
corporate  or  politic,  or  any  aiTembly  or  aifembiies,  or  de* 
fcription  of  men,  or  any  perfon  or  perfbns  whatfoevcr^  a 
peace  or  truce  with  the  faid  Colonies  or  PUntations,  or  aay 
of  them,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  any  law,  a£t,  or  a£ks 
of  Parliament,  matter  or  thing,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife 
»otwithfta(iding.  And  ic  is  our  farther  will  and  pleafure, 
that  every  regulation,  proviiion,  matter,  or  things  which 
Ihall  have  been  agreed  upon  between  you,  the  faid  Richard 
Ofwald,  and  fuch  Commiiiioner  or  Commtflioners,  body  or 
bodies  corporate  or  politic,  aiTembly  or  aflfemblies,  defcrip^ 
tion  of  men,  perfon  or  perfons,  as  aforefaid,  with  whom  you 
ihall  have  judged  meet  and  fufficient  to  enter  into  fuch  agree* 
inent,  (hall  be  fully  and  diftin£IIy  fet  forth  in  writing,  aod 
authenticated  by  your  hand  and  feal  on  one  fide,  and  by  fuck 
feats  or  other  iignature  on  the  other,  as  the  occaiion  may  re^ 
qnire,  and  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the  charader  and  aathoritj 
of  the  Commiifioner  or  Commiifioners,  &c.  as  aforefaid,  fe 
agreeing ;  and  fuch  inftruments,  fo  authenticated,  (hall  be 
by  you  tranfmitted  to  us«  through  one  of  our  principal  Se-« 
cretaries  of  State.  And  it  is  our  farther  will  and  {deafore^ 
that  you,  the  faid  Richard  Ofwald,  (hall  prbmife  and  engage 
for  us,  and  in  our  royal  name  and  word,  that  every  regular 
tion,  proviiion,  matter,  or  thing,  which  may  be  agreed  to 
and  concluded  by  you,  our  fa  d  CommiiEoner,  (lull  be  ra« 
tiiied  and  confirmed  by  us,  in  the  fuUcft  manner  and  extent  3 
and  that  we  will  not  fuiFer  them  to  be  violated  or  counteraft- 
cd,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  any  perfon  whatlbevcr* 
An  j  we  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  our  officers,  ci« 
vil  and  military,  and  all  our  other  loving  fuhjeds  whatever, 
to  be  aiding  and  aiTifting  unto  you,  the  faid  Richard  Ofwald, 
in  the'  execution  of  this  our  commiflion,  and  of  the  powers 
and  authorities  herein  contained  :  provided  always,  and  we 
do  hereby  declare  and  ordain,  that  the  feveral  offices,  powers, 
and  authorities  hereby  granted,  (hall  ceafe,  determine,  and 
become  utterly  null  and  void,  on  the  firft  day  of  July, 
which  (hall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufana  feven  hun* 
dred  and  eighty-three,  although  we  (hall  not  other  wife,  in 
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^  mean  time  have  revoked  and  determined  the  fane.    la 
^itneiSy  &c« 

Witnefs  ourfelf  at  Weftminfter,  the  feventh  day  of 
Aogoft,  in  the  twenty -fecood  year  of  our  reign* 

By  the  KING  him&lf. 

Examined  by  the  original  record, 

Henry  Thomas, 
Senior  Ckrk  of  the  Petty  B9g« 

Offic$  Cppf  of  thi  feco9d  CmmifffoM  of  tbt  Court  of  Great  Bri^ 

tain,  to  Richard  Ofwald,  EffHire^ 

George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  &c. 

To  our  trujly  and  wtU^Movid  Richard  Ofwald,  cf  aur  City  (/ 

Londonj  Efquin^  grating: 

WHEREAS,  \>y  virtue  of  an  zSt  pafled  in  the  laft  feflioa 
of  Parliamei^t,  intituled.  An  A£t  to  enable  his  Majcfty  to 
conclude  a  Peace  or  Truce  with  certain  Colonics  in  North 
America  thereiainentioned,  it  it  recited  that  it  is  eflential  to 
Ike  intereft,  welfare,  and  profipcritv  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonics  or  Plantation^  of  New  Hampftiire,  MalTachufet^a 
Bay,  Rhode  lilaod,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  ^ 

Penofylvanisi,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Mary* 
land,  V  iiginia.  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Qeor^* 
gia  in  North  America,  that  peace,  intercourfe,  trade,  and 
commerce  Ihould  be  reftored  between  them,  '*  Therefore, 
and  for  a  full  manifeftation  of  our  earneft  wilh  and  d^Cire, 
and  of  that  of  our  Parliament  to  put  an  end  to  the  calaqiiticf 
of  war,  it  is  enaAed  that  it  (hould,  and  might  belawful  for  u« 
to  treat,  coofult  of,  agree  and  conclude  with,  any  CoinmiC* 
fioner  or  Commiffion^rs  named,  or  to  be  named,  by  the  laid 
Colonies  ^r  Plantations,  or  any  of  them  refpe£livfly,.  or  with 
any  body  or  bodies  corporate  or  politic,  or  any  attembly  or 
aflemblici,  or  defcription  of  men,  or  any  perfoo  or  perfons 
whatfoQYor^  a  Peace  or  aTruce  with  the  faid  Colonies  or  Plan* 
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tattoos,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  any  law, 
adpraAsof  Parliament,  matter  or  thing  to  the. contrary  in 
any  wife  ;  notwithftanding,  now,  know  ye,  that  we,  repoling 
efpecial  truft  in  your  wifdom,  loyalty,  diligence  and  circum- 
fpe£tion  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  to  be  hereby  com- 
mitted to  your  charge,  have  nominated  and  appointed^  con- 
ftituted  and  afligned,  and  by  thefc  prefents  do  nominate  and 
appoint,  conftitute  and  aflign  you,  the  faid  Richard  Ofwald, 
to  be  ouc  Commiflioner  in  that  behalf,  to  ufe  and  exercife  all 
and  every  the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  entrufted  and 
committed  to  you,  the  faid  Richard  Ofwald,  and  to  do,  per- 
form, and  execute  all  other  matters  and  thingshdreby  enjoined 
and  committed  to  your  care  during  our  will  and  pleafure,  and 
no  longer,  according  to  the  tenor  of  thefe  our  Letters  Patent; 
and  it  is  our  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that  we  do  hereby  :^u- 
thorife,  empower,  and  reqatre  you,  thefaid  Richard  Ofwald,  to 
treat,  confultof,  and  conclude  with,  any  Commiflioners  or 
perfons  vetted  with  equal  powers  by,  and  on  the  part  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States  of  America,  viz.  New  Hampfhirc,. 
MaiTachufet's  Bay,  Rhode  liland,  Connefticut,  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carol!* 
na,  and  Georgia,  in  North  America,  a  Peace  or  a  Truce 
with  the  faid  Thirteen  United  States,  any  law,  aft  or  a£ts  of 
Parliament,  matter  or  thing,  to  the  contrary,  10  any  wife  not* 
withftandiiig  ;  and  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleafure,  that 
every  regulation,  proviiion,  matter  or  thing,  which  (hall  have 
been  agreed  upon  between  you,  the  faid  Richard  Ofwald,  and 
fuch  Commiflioners  or  perfons  as  aforefaid,  with  whom  yoa 
fhall  have  judged  meet  and  fufficient,  to  enter  into  fuch  agree- 
ment, (hall  be  fully  and  diftinflly  fet  forth  in  writing,  and 
authenticated  by  your  hand  and  feal  on  one  iide,  and  by  the 
hands  and  feals  of  fuch  Commiflioners  or  perfons,  on  the 
other;  and  fuch  inftrument, fo  authenticated,  (hall  be  by  yon 
tranfmitted  to  us  through  one  of  our  principal  Secretaries  of 
State  ;  and  it  is  x>ur  further  will  and  pleafure,  that  you,  the 
faid  Richard  Ofwald,  fliall  promife  and  engage  for  us,  and  in 
our  royal  name  and  word,  that  every  regulation,  provifion^ 
matter,  or  thing,  which  may  be  agreed  to  and  concluded  by 
ou,  our  fatd  Commiflioner,  fhall  be  ratified  and  confirmed 
»y  us,  in  the  fullefl  manner  and  extent,  and  that  we  will  not 
fufler  them  to  be  viobted  or  counterafted,  either  in  whole  or 
in  party  by  any  pcrfon  whatfoevcr.  And  we  do  hereby  rc- 
i^uirc  and  command  all  our  officers^  civil  and  military,  and  all 
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other  Cur  loving  fubjefts  wh^tfoever,  to  be  aiding  and  afliftipg 
unto  you,  the  faid  Richard  Oiwald,^  in  the  execution  of  this 
our  Commillion,  and  of  the  powers  and  authorities  herein 
contained,  provided  always,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  and  or- 
dain, that  the  feveral  offices,  powers  and  authorities  hereby 
granted,  (hall  ccafc,  determine  and  become  utterly  null  and 
void  on  the  firll  day  of  July,  which  (hall  be  in  the  year  of  ouc 
Lord  one  thoufand,  feven  hundred  and  eighty  three,  althougli 
we  (hall  not  otherwife  in  the  mean  time  have  revoked  and 
determined  the  fame.  And  whereas,  in  and  by  our  commif- 
fion  and  Letters  Patent  under  our  great  feat  of  Great  Britain, 
bearing  date  thefeventhday  of  Auguft  laft,  we  nominated  and 
appointed,  conftitu ted  and  alligned  you,  the  faid  Richard  Of- 
wald,  to  be  our  Cofiimiilioner,  to  treat,  confultof,  ngrcc  and 
conclude  with,  any  CommifnonerorCommiflioners,  named  oc 
to  be  named,  by  certain  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  America, 
therein  fpecified,  a  Peace  or  a  Truce  with  the  faid  Colonies  or 
Plantations ;  now,  know  ye,  that  we  have  revoked  and  de- 
termined, and  by  thefe  prpfcnts  do  revoke  and  determine  our 
laid  commiifion  and  Letters  Patent,  and  all,  and  every  power 
article  and  thing  therein  contained.     In  witnefs,  &c. 

Witnefs  Ourfelf  at  Wcftminftcr,   the  twenty-firft  Day 
of  September,  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  our  reign. 

By  the  K I  N  G  himfelf. 

Examined  by  the  original  record. 

Henry  Thomas- 

Senior  Clerk  of  the  Petty  Bag. 


Capy  of  the  Commiffton  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  John  Adams,   Benjamin  Franklin,    John   Jay,  Henry 
Laurens,  Thomas  JeiFerfon,  Efquires. 

The  UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA, 
"  In  Congrefs  affembled. 

To  all  whom  thefe  prefents  (hall  come,  fend  grcetinrr  : 

WHEREAS  thefe  United  States,  from  a  frnctrc  ..  :1 
potting  an  end  to  the  hoftilities  between  his  ni<jil  L 
Majefty  and  thefe  United  States  on  thp  one  part,  .^    \ 

Vol.  IX.        "  Hh  Bik..;.,- 
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Britannic  Majefiy  on  the  other,  and  of  terminating  the  fame 
by  a  peace,  founded  on  fuch  folid  and  equitable  principles,  af 
reafonabty  to  promife  a  permanency  of  the  blefiings  of  tran- 
quillity, did  heretofore  appoint  the  houourable  John  Adams, 
late  a  CommiffioAer  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 
court  of  Verrailles,late  a  Delegate  in  Congrcfs  from  the  State 
of  MaiTachufets,  and  Chief  Juftice  of  the  faid  State,  their 
Minider   Plenipotentiary^   with  full  powers,    general  and 
fpecial,  to  aft  in  chat  ouality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree  an4 
conclude,  with  the  AmDaiTadors  or  FleBipotentiaries  of  his 
moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
thpfe  of  any  other  Princes  or  States  whom  it  mi^ht  concern  ; 
relating  to   the  re^^eftabtiftiment  of  peace  and  friend(hip» 
And  wnereas  the  flames  of  war,  hatve  fince  that  time  been 
extended,  and  other  Nations  and  States  are  involved  therein  ; 
^ow  know  ye,  that  we  ftill  continuing  earneflly  defirous, 
£0  far  as  depends  upon  us,  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  effufion  of 
blood,    and    to    convince    the    powers    of    Eorope^    that 
we  wifh  for  nothing  more  ardently  than  fo  terminate  the 
war  by  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace,  hate  thought  proper  ro 
^-enew  the  powers  formerly  given  to  the  faid  Jobn  Adams, 
and  tO;  join  four  otlier  perfons  in  commiffion  with  him,  and 
having  full  confidence  m  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abi- 
lity of  the  honourable  Bei^amin  Franklin,  our  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary at  the  cogrt  of  Vcrfailles^  and  the  honourable 
John  Jay,  late  Prefident  of  Congrefs,  and  Chief  Juftice  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  our  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
at  the  court  of  Madrid  ;  and  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens, 
formerly  Preiident  of  Congrefs,  and  commiflionated  and  ient 
as  our  agent  to  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries ; 
and  the  honourable  Thomas  JefFerfon,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Virginia,  have  nominated,  conftituted  and  ap- 
pointed, and  by  thefc  prefects  do  nominate,  conftitute,  and 
appoint    the    faid   Benjamin  Franklin,    John  Jay,  Henry 
Laurens,  and   Thomas  Jefferfon,  in  addition  to  the  faid 
John  Adams;  giving  and  granting  to  them,  the  faid  John 
Adams,    Benjamin    Franklin,   John  Jay,  Henry  Laurens, 
Thomas  Jeflerfoo,  or  the  majority  of  theip|  or  fuch  of  theni 
as  may  auemble,  or  in  cafe  of  the  death,  abfence,  indifpoiition. 
or  other  impediment  of  the  others,  to  any  one  oJF  them,  full 
power  and  authority,  general  and   fpecial,  cpnjun£tly  and 
feparately,  and  general  and  fpecial  command,  to  repair  to 
fuch  place  as  may  be  fixed  upon,  for  opening  ncgociations 
for  peace ;  and  there  for  us,  and  in   our  name  to  confer^ 

^  treat, 
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treaty  ^gvce,  and  conclude  with  the  AmbafladorSy  Conunif- 
fioners,  and  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Princes  and  States, 
whom  it  may  concern,  vefted  with  eqnal  powers  relating  to 
the  eftabUftinient  of  peace ;  and  whatfbever  fhall  be  agreed 
and  conciaded  for  ns,  and  in  our  name  to  fign,  and  theretipoii 
to  make  a  treaty  or  treaties,  and  tortranfaob  every  thing  that 
may  be  neceffary  for  completing,  (ecuring,  and  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  great  work  of  pacification  in  as  ample  form,  and  with 
the  fiime  effcft,  aa  if  we  were  perfonally  prefent,  and  a£ted 
therein ;  hereby  promifing  in  good  faith,  that  we  will  ac« 
cept,  ratify,  fulfil  and  execute,  whatever  fhall  be  agreed^ 
concluded  and  figned  by  our  iaid  Minifters  Plenipotentiary, 
or  a  majority  of  .them,  or  of  fuch  of  thein  as  may  aflemble  ; 
or  in  cafe  of  the  deiith,  abfeoce,  indifpofition,  or  other  iob- 
pediment  of  the  others,  by  any  one  of  them  ;  and  that  we 
wQi  never  aft,  nor  fu&r  any  perfon  to  aft,  contrary 
to  the  fame  in  whole,  or  in  any  part. 

In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  cauied  thefe  prefents  to  be 
figned  by  our  Prefident,  and  fealed  with  his  feal. 

Done  at  Philadelphia  the  15th  day  of  Jone,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thoufand  (even  hundred  and  eighty*one  ; 
and  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence;  by  ths 
United  States  in  Congrefa  aflSnnbled* 

(Signed) 

(L.  S.)  SAM.    HUNTINGTON,  Prefideni. 

Atteft, 

CHARLES  THOMPSON,  Secretary. 

Parisf  OBobtr  i,  1782.  I  certify^  that  the  foregoing  is  ^ 
true  copy  of  th6  commiflion  of  which  it  puipdrts  to^ea 
copy,  and  which  is  now  (hewn  to  Mr.Ofwald. 

(Signed)  JOHN   JAY, 

One  of  the  Commi(fiotteis  therein  aanaed. 

A  true  copy^  ^tht  original  duplicate  retnaining  in  my 
haoMlf. 

RICHARD  OSWAL9. 

H  h  z  D  I  s« 


mas  Pitt. 
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fctSCCUSSION  OF  THE . PRELIMINARY  ARTICLES. 

About  four  o'clock  the  order  of  the  day  was  called  for, 
and  Mr,  Secretary  Townfhcnd  moved,  that  the  preliminary 
articles  of  peace  with  France,  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  with  Spain,  and  the  proviiional  articles  with  America 
be  read.  This  being  dfinc. 
Mr.  Tho-  Mr,  Thomas  Pitt  then  rofe  to  move  the  addrefs ;  he  began 
*""  ^"*  with  faying  he  felt  mixed  fentiments  of  regret  and  fatisfac- 
tion:  that  whilft  he  congratulated  the  Hou(c  and  the  country 
upon  feeing  the  progreflion  towards  certain  ruin  flopped,  and 
a  period  put  to  fuch  a  complication  of  evils  as  had  fcarce  ever 
combined  together,  he  could  not  without  pain  rcBefi  that  in 
the  courfe  of  fo  few  years,  all  our  boafted  empire  upon  the 
continent  of  North  America  was  reduced  to  little  more  than 
the  acknowledged  pofleflion  of  France  at  theoutfet  of  the  laft 
war.  That  a  peace  was  always  unpopular,  if  the  war  was 
profperous,  the  hopes  were  difappointed  ;  if  difaftrous,  the 
conceflions  were  humiliating,  that  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
build  upon  popularity,  or  if  prudence  was  his  charader,  he 
fhould  content  himfelf  with  a  (ilent  vote  upon  the  occaiibn, 
rather  than  draw  upon  himfelf  clamour  from  without  dbbrs^ 
and  the  attack  of  party  fpirit  within.  That,  however,  po- 
pular prejudice  gave  way  to  time,  and  truth  fooner  or  later 
carried  convidion  with  it.  That  as  to  minifters  and  tbecan- 
didates  for  mioiftry,  he  looked  upon  them  as  dealers  in  the 
fame  merchandize,  that  they  difcredited  each' others  wares  to 
recommend  their  own,  and  to  draw  cuftomers  to  them. 
"That  thinking  men  admired  their  ingenuity,  but  reduced 
their  arguments  to  their  juft  value. 

That  the  queftion  before  the  houfe  was  (imply  this,  whe- 
ther fuch  a  peace  was  better  than  fuch  a  war.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  fnew  the  neceflity  of  peace  from  the  flate  of  the 
country.  He  proved  by  papers  upon  the  table,  that  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  public  debt,  was  encreafed  from  lefs  than  four 
millions  and  a  half  at  the  beginning  of  Lord  North's  war, 
to  near  nine  millions  and  a  half  at  prefent.  That  this  fix 
years  war  had  cofl  us  therefore  confiderably  more  than  all  the 
fuccefies  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  Chatham, 
and  ail  the  wars  put  together  from  the  time  of  the  revolu* 
tion  for  near  a  century.  That  it  had  entailed  a  permanent 
burthen  upon  the  land  of  England  io  her  reduced  ftate^  of 
ten  fliillings  in  the  pound  additional  land-tax ;  that  our  ex- 
jpence  in  peace  would  be  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  millions  per 

annum. 
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annum,  with  an  income  of  eleven  millions  :  that  he  remem- 
bered the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  and  how  neceflary  peace  was 
then  thought  by  fome  of  the  wifeft  authorities.  What  would 
they  now  fay  ^ere  they  to  give  their  opinions  upon  the  pre- 
fent  queilion.  The  price  now  paid  by  us  for  our  peace  to 
France  and  Spain,  was  the  facriiice  of  one  fmall  iil^nd  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  two  Floridas,  the  ifland  of  Minorca  difman- 
tlcd,  therefore  ufelefs  to  us,  and  fome  immaterial  advantages 
in  their  fifliery  and  in  their  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 
Price  paid  by  France  at  the  laft  peace,  Dominica,  C^renadff,' 
the  Grenadines,  Tobago,  St.  Vincents,  all  her  poiTeiiions 
in  Canada  and  Norh  America,  humiliating  refiraints  upon 
her  fifhery  ;  in  Europe,  Minorca ;  in  Africa,  Senegal ;  in 
India  fhe  confented  that  her  fettlements  in  Bengal  (hould  be 
defencelefs,  and  <rontented  herfelf  with  the  trade  after  aban- 
doning all  her  projects  of  dominion  ;  and  Spain  yielded  up 
the  two  Floridas. 

That  as  to  America,  their  independence  was  no  conceffion, 
iince  you  could  not  deprive  them  of  it.  That  the  extent  of 
their  boundary  was  no  difadvantage  to  you,  but  was  well 
chofe  to  prevent  all  future  contefts  by  lakes  and  rivers,  com- 
inon  to  both  countries ;  that  Canada  left  us  more  territory 
than  he  hoped  would  ever  be  fettled  from  this  country* 
That  the  intereft  of  the  (Incere  Loyalifts  were  as  dear  to  him 
as  to  any  man,  but  that  he  could  never  think  it  would  have 
been  promoted  by  carrying  on  that  unfortunate  war  which 
parliament  had  in  fa£t  fufpended  before  the  beginning  of  the 
treaty.  That  it  was  impoilible  after  the  part  Congrefs  was 
pledged  to  take  in  it,  to  conceive  that  their  recommendation 
would  not  have  its  proper  influence  on  the  different  Icgifla- 
tures ;  that  he  did  not  himfelf  fee  what  more  could  have  been 
^lone  on  their  belialf,  except  by  renewing  the  war  for  their 
likes,  and  increafing  ours  and  their  calamities.  That  thofe  - 
who  had  confiantly  been  holding  out  to  us  the  profperities  of 
this  country,  her  inexhauftible  refources,  the  fubjugation  of 
America  and  all  the  golden  dreams  with  which  we  were  ib 
long  deluded,  would,  he  doubted  not,  condemn  this  peace  as 
ignominious,  or  any  other,  by  which  we  did  not  give  the 
law  to  the  belligerant  powers ;  that  they  talked  and  a£ted  as 
foolifh  gamefters,  whole  paffions  bind  them  more  firongly  to 
perfevere  the  more  their  lofTes  gall  them,  ^--  that  wife  men 
would  think  you  could  not  too  foon  rife  up  from  ajofiog 
game,  and  that  all  he  (hould  anfwcr  to  fuch  arguments  was, 
to  rejoice  that  fugh  a  fpirlt  of  infatuation  did  no  longer  guide 

our 
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•emr  councils^    That  if  others  who  felt  as  he  did  the  nccei&ty 
of  peace,  afid  had  knocked  at  every  door  to  fue  for  it,  agree* 
it^with  him  on  the  premifes,  rejefied  the  conclufioo,  it 
would  remain  for  them  to  prove  that  there  was  fome  differ- 
ence fo  eflential  in  our  favour  between  the  preient  terms  and 
what  they  would  have  adopted,  as  to  compenfate  the  expence 
of  another  year's  war-;  in  which  cafe  he  did  not  doubt  the 
King  of  France  would  yield  inftantly  to  thofe  conditions, 
4       .i^on  paying  the  (ixteen  or  twenty  millions,  fuch  a  delay 
wo)i)d  incur  to  Great  Britain.     He  then  adverted  to  the  ne- 
.ceffity  of  changing  our  plan  of  commercial  regulations^  and 
.concluded  with  expreiBng  his  hearty  thanks  to  the  Mini- 
ftera  for  having  brought  us  out  of  our  difficulties  under  eveiy 
poffible  difcouragementi  which  nothing  but  their  courage 
and  fiTmnefs.swnId  have  got  the  better  of.     That  he  might 
.poiEUy  AxSet  with  th^m  in  thelr^  future  meafures,  hut  he 
ihould  always  feel  pain  in  fo  doing,  from  the  recollection 
,of.  the  nery  important  fervice  they  now  did  their  country. 

He  then  movedj  '*  That  an  humble  addrefs  he  prefented 

;to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  this 

^oufe  for  hia  gracious  condefcenfion  in  ordering  to  be  laid 

before. U3  the  I^reliminary  and  Provifional  Articles  of  the 

.dtfieteot  Treaties  which   his  Majefty  hath  concluded,  and 

■to  affure  his  Majefty,  that  we  have  confidered  them  with 

that  attention. which  fo  iitiportant  a  fubje£t  requires.     To 

exprefs  in  the  moft  dutiful  manner  to  his  Majefty  our  fatii^ 

faction,  that  his  Majefty  has,  in  confequence  of  the  powers 

entrufted  to  hkn,  laid  the  foundation,  by  the  Provifional 

Articles,  with  the  States  of  North  America,  for  a  treaty  of 

peaoe^  which  we  truft.will  enfure  perfect  reconciliation  and 

•£riend(hip  between  both  countries.     That  in  this  confidence 

we  prefume  to  exprefs  to  his  Majefty  our  juft  expeflation 

•that  the  feveral States  of  North  America  will  carry  intoef- 

£eAual  and  fatisfa£tory  execution  thofe  meafures  which  the 

•Conguefsis  fo  folemnly  bo^nd  by  the  treaty  to  reoonunend, 

in.  favour  of  fuch  perfonsas  have  fuffered  for  the  part  which 

tbry  have  taken  in  the  war ;  and  that  we  fliall  confider  this 

circumflancea&  the  fureft  indication  of  letuming  friendfhip. 

And. to  acknowledge  to  his  Majefty  our  due  leniie  of  that 

wife  and  patet nal  regard  for  tftie  happinefs  of  his  fahjefls, 

i»hicfaiiaduccd-his  Majefty  to  relieve  them  from  a  burthen- 

fame  and  expenfive  war,  by  the  Prdiiminary  Articles  of  Peace 

concludedbetween  his  Majefty  and  the  Moft  Chriftian -  apd 

.To  afinre  liis  Majefty^  that  we-fludl  on* 

^  courage 
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courage  and  promote  every  exertion  of  his  fubjefls  of  Gf«at 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
thofe  refources  ^hich  mull  tend  to  the  certain  augmentation 
of  our  public  ftrcngth,  and  that,  with  thefe  views,  we 
(hall  mod  diligently  turn  our  attention  to  a  revifion  of  att 
our  commercial  laws,  and  endeavour  to  frame  them  upon 
fuch  liberal  principles  as  may  beft  extend  our  trade  and 
navigation,  and  proportionably  encreafe  his  Majefty's  naval 
power,  which  can  alone  encreafe  the  profperity  of  his  do«>  *" 
minions." 

Mr.  fVUberforte  rofe  to   fecond  the  motion.    Peace  was  *^''  ^*- 
effential,  he  faid,  to  the  country   at  this  time.     The  im-  *"^*'**- 
raenfe  fums  we  had  already  lavifhed  in  a  mad,  unfortunate, 
and  a  calamitous  war,  had  nearly  exhaufted  onr  refourees>$ 
and,  without  refources,  it  was  impoffible  to   proceed.       •* 
When  we  began  the  war,  Miniftefs  held  out  to  that  Houfe 
ideas  which  experience  had  proved  to  be  impracticable,  and 
which  had  coft  us  fo  dear,  that  even  were  we  frantic  enough 
to  encourage  a  farther  purfuit  of  them,  we  were  not  able  to 
do  it*     As  a  proof  of  this  aSertion,  he  referred  the  Houfe 
to  the  melancholy  detail   of  the  condition  of  our  finances 
jaft  read  by  his  honourable  friend,  who  made  the  motion. 
He  next  ftated  the  number  of  our  enemies,  and,  after  dwel- 
ling upon  the  fuperior  power  of  the  Confederacy,  remindedl 
the  Houfe  that  we  were  without  an  ally.     He  advifed  gen- 
tlemen  to  diftinguifh  between  force,  and   the  refources  to 
fupport  it ;  we  might  have  a  numerous  navy,  and  a  large 
body  <^  feamen,  but  what  ufe  could  we  make  of  either, 
without  money  to  maintain  them  ?  Force  was  the  body  and 
materials  of  tne  machine,  money  was  the  main  fpring  that 
fet  it  in  motion.     He  advifed  gentlemen,  who  were  inclined 
to  favour  a  profecution  of  the  war,  to  look  at  the  lad  cam- 
paign, when  we  were  acknowledged  to  be  fuperior ;  did  we 
not  even  laft*  campaign  aft  merdy  on  the  defcnfive  ?  What 
hopes  then  could  be   formed  from  purfuing  the  war  any 
longer  ?  The  rifque  would  have  been  great  in  every  point  of 
view,  the  expence  Urge  at  a  certainty,  and  the   probable 
gain  inconfiderable  at  beft,  compared  to  both.     If  we  were 
afred,  what  ought  to  be  the  principle  on  which  a  peace 
ihould  be  founded  ?  It  fhould  be  with  a  view  to  recover  our 
refources,  and  to  reftore  our  commerce  \  in  order  to  effcft 
which  purpofes,  the  terms  fhould  be  likely  to  give  it  per- 
manency ;  the  beft  way  of  effefting  this,  he  thought,  was 
(o  look  if  there  was  not  in  our  poilcffion  tilings  \vhich  hurt 

the 
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the  pride  of  the  enemy  —  marks  of  galling  fujpcriority-  If 
there  were  fo,  it  would  furely  be  wife  to  concede  them  for 
fomething  valuable  in  return.  This  principle  had  clearly 
been  adverted  to  in  the  prefent  peace.  With  regard  to  the 
treaty  with  America,  gentlemen  would  recolleft  that  peace 
was  abfolutely  ordered  by  Parliament ;  all  therefore  that  had 
been  done  under  their  direftion  was  not  to  be  altered  by 
Minifters,  nor  to  be  imputed  to  them.  When  he  confidered 
the  cafe  of  the  Ibyalifts,  he  confeffed  he  there  felt  himfelf 
conquered;  there  he  faw  his  country  humiliated;  he  faw 
jher  at  the  feet  of  America  !  Still  he  was  induced  to  believe, 
that  Congrrfs  would  religioufly  comply  with  the  article, 
and  that  the  loyalifts  would  obtain  redrefs  from  America. 
Should  they  not,  this  country  was  bound  to  afford  it  them. 
Xhey  mufl  be  compenfated ;  Minifters,  he  was  perfuaded, 
meant  to  keep  the  faith  of  the  nation  with .  them,  and  he 
verily  believed,  had  obtained  the  beft  terms  they  poflibly 
could  for  them.  An  idea  had  at  one  time  prevailed  of  a  fe- 
parate  peace  with  America.  That,  however,  could  not  be 
reduced  to  pra£i:ice^  America  was  in  the  hands  of  France. 
Had  flie  had  the  power  of  treating  fingly,  it  would  be  in- 
confiftent  to  fay,  we  were  not  willing  to  .give  her  enough  ; 
all  that  had  been  urged  about  the  leaving  the  5th  article 
as  it  ftood,  proved  it  inconteftibly.  Mr.  Wilbcrforcc  ac- 
knowledged, with  regard  to  the  lofs  of  part  of  our  power 
.  in  the  £aft  Indies,  the  African  trade,  the  Newfoundland 
fiihcry,  and  an  ifland  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  he  felt  the  lofs 
of  thefe  matters  as  much  as  any  man,  but  confidering  the 
humiliating  terms  we  held  out  to  France  at  the  end  of  the 
laft  war,  he  did  not  fee  how  better  terms  could  be  obtained 
by  us  now,  and  confidering  what  Parliament  had  ordered 
refpe£ling  America,  attention  to  the  revenue  demanded,  that 
peace  ihould,  if  poilible,  be  immediately  made  with  France. 
If  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  laft^peace,  they  would  fee 
that  fome  ufe  had  been  made  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  fummer, 
and  difadvantageous  as  the  prefent  peace  might  be  ftated  to 
be,  fufficient  was  ftill  left  to  this  country,  to  enable  us  to 
become  a  great  and  a  flouriftiing  people.  He  further  added, 
that  if  the  prefent  peace  did  not  receive  thd  fan£lion  of  that 
Houfe,  no  Miniftcr  would  in  future  dare  to  make  fuch  a 
peace  as  the  necefllty  of  the  country  might  require ;  this 
was  a  fcrious  confideration,  and  well  worth  attention.  Mr. 
Wilberforce  made  a  fliort  appeal  to  two  uniting  parties,  as 

he 
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be  be. under ftood  there  were  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe^ 
aa4  concluded  with  feconding  the  motion. 

Lord  J$bn  Cavctuii/b  agreed  with  the  greateft  part  of  what  Loi^nhn 
bad  fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  made  CafSiiih. 
the  motioni  and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  feconded 
it,  but  differed  in  fome  particulars  materially*  No  man 
loved  peace  more  ardently  than  he  did.  He  was  glad  there- 
fore to  accede  to  it,  od  almoft  any  terms.  But  the  argu- 
ments ufed  by  the  former  gentleman  in  fuppoit  of  the  pre- 
fent  peace  would  equally  apply  to  the  worft  peace  that 
could  pof&bly  be  made,  and  were  at  once  a  bar  to  all  rea- 
foning  upon  the  merits  of  any  peace.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  ftated  a  queftion,  that  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  the,queftion  on  which  the  debate  ought  to  turn.  He  had 
(aid,  the  fole  queftion  was,  Will  you  have  this  peace,  or 
continue  the  war  ?  This  was  not,  in  his  humble  conception, 
the  queftion  to  be  considered.  There  could  not  be  two  opi- 
nions upon  it  i  every  man  would  prefer  the  peace,  fuch  as 
it  was.  The  true  queftion  was,  **  Under  our  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  could  a  better  peace  have  been  obtained  ?"  — 
This  was  a  queftion  of  very  material  importance,  and  to 
u^iich  he  could  not  anfwer  of  a  fudden.  It  muft  be  feriouily 
enquired  into  anfi  deliberately  difcuiTed.  The  prefent  might 
be  the  beft  peace  poi&ble,  but  the  Honfe  were  not  yet  com- 
petent to  fay,  whether  it  was  or  was  not.  The  whole  of 
the  evidence  was  not  before  them,  till  the  treaty  with  the 
Dutch  came,  which  neceflarily  had  a  reference  to  the  pa- 
pers on  the  table,  and  was  one  part  out  of  fofir  that  com- 
pleted the. general  peace  ;  the  Houfe  would  then  be  able  to 
enquire  and  to  decide.  In  the  mean  time  the  Houfe  would 
aft  wifely,  to  fufpend  their  opinion.  In  the  treaties  there 
were  giounds  of  objcflion.  With  regar4  to  Dunkirk,  he 
did  not  quite  agree  in  opinion  as  to  its  importance,  with 
thofe  who  made  the  treaty  of  Iltr^Kt.  ;i  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  had  ftated,  1  that  we  bad  no  re- 
fources  tp  carry  on  the  war  s^ny  longer.  He  knew  not  what 
refource^  we  had;  but,  though  he  w^iihed  to  ^cict  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Houfe  upoi^  the  impor^ta^t  psvp^rs  fubmitted  to 
their  confideration,  he  meant  2ioc,tQs\ifturD  the  peace.  He 
meant  to  confirm  it.  If  there  was  any  diftinguifliing  fault 
in  the  making  of  the  peace  of  1763',  he  had  at  the  time 
thought  too  much  eagernefe  had  been  fliewn  by  thofe  who 
negotiated  it ;  perhaps  that  had  been  the  fault  now,  and 
the  Miniftcr  had  hurt  the  interefts  of  the  country  by  his 
anxiety  to  con^^lude  the  peace,  in  order  to  fecure  his  conti- 
YoL  IX.  I  i  nuaagg 
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nuanee  in  office*  The  addr^sfe  that  had  been  juft  moved, 
his  Lordfliip  obferved,  ftated^  ^^that  the  Hou^  had  taken 
the  treaties  into  theif  moft  feilous  confiderationi  8rc>^  this, 
hebelievedy  was  not  ftri£kly  true ;  heOiould  therefore  move, 
an  amendment,  wherein  he  fhould  correft  this  falfe  afler- 
tion,  and  by  which  his  intention  was  to  afltire  his  Majefty^ 
pf  their  inviolable  refolution  to  preferve  the  matronal  faith. 
His  Lord(hip  concluded  with  moving  in  amendment^  that 
inftead  of  the  words  *^  have  confidered/'  fhould  be  inferted 
the  lyords  **  will  confider  }'•  and  then  moving  that  all  the 
reft  of  the  original  addrefs  (hould  be  left  out,  %t  propolfed 
the  following  words  ? 

*'  His  faithful  Commons  will  proceed  to  coiifider  the 
fame  with  that  ferious  and  full  attention  which  a  fubjed:  of 
fuch  importance  to  the  prefent  and  future  interefts  of  his 
Majefty's  dominions  deferve.  That  in  the  mean  time  they 
entertain  the  fulleft  confidence  in  his  Maje(ly*s  paternal 
care,  that  he  will  concert  with  his  Parliament  fuch  mea« 
fures  as  may  be  expedient  for  extending  the  commerce  of 
his  Majefty's  fubjeds, 

*♦  That  whatever  may  be  the  fcntimcnts  of  his  fiithful 
^Commons  on  the  refolution  of  this  inveftigation  of  the  terms 
of  pacification,  they  bee  leave  to  aifure  his  Majefty  of  their 
firm  and  unalterable  reiolu,tion,  to  adhere  inviofably  to  the 
feveral  articles  for  which  the  public  faith  is  pledged,  and 
to  maintain  the  bleffings  of  peace,  fo  heceffary  to  his  Ma^ 
jetty's  fubj efts,  and  the  general  happinefs  of  mankind.*' 
The  Hon.        The  Honourable  Sir  Andrew  Su  Jvhn  fecondcd  the  amend- 

ll!  Uh^"^  ™^°^*  ^^  ^^^f  ^^^^  *^  ^^'^^  ^^  ^^^  nation  fVom  the  ex- 
cefs  of  debts,  and  the  increafe  of  taxes,  was  the  ground 
upon  which  the  obje£fcions  to  wars  in  general  were  built  by 
all  former  advocates  for  peace ;  and  as  thev  were  miftaken 
in  their  prognoftications,  when  the  debt  ot  the  nation  did 
not  amount  to  twenty  millions,  ib  it  was  poflible  the  advo? 
cates  for  the  prefent  peace  might  be  equally  miftaken.  It 
.  had  been  aflerted,  that  we  were  to  have  continued  merely 
on  the  defenfive  ;  but  to.  this  opinion  he  would  by  no  means 
fubfcribe  j  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  by  Lord  Hove,  in 
the  face  of  a  fuperior  force,'  ihewcd  that  we  were  fecure 
from  any  attack  at  home ;  ai^d  the  glorious  vidloiy  of  Lord 
Rodney  in  the  Weft  I??dies,  and  the  confequences  that  it 
^ad  produced,  demonftrated  that  we  were  able  to  a£k  of? 
jFcnfivcly  in  that  part  of  the  worldj 


A.  i^8j«  t>    £    B    A    T    £    is.  239 

Lord  North  {pole  next.  In  all  the  thirty  years^  fajrs  hU  lA.  North* 
Lordfliip^.in  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  ferring  my 
country  in  this  Heufe,  I  do  not  remenfber  to  have  arifen 
with  more  anxiety  and  reluflance  than  I  feel  on  the  {^refent 
occafion*  Although  t  am  neither  a  Minifter^  nor^  on  any 
confideration,  a  candidate  to  become  a  Minifter^  yet  I  can- 
not but  fympathize  .with  Minifters,  from  my  experience  of 
their  iituation*  Knowing  the  ftate  of  the  nation^  the  n*e- 
celSty  there  was  for  peace,  the  enormous  expetice  of  war^ 
it  was  my  hope  and  deCre  not  to  hate  iaid  any  thing  tni^ 
mical  to  the  Preliminaries  of  the  Peace,  which  are  now  be-i^ 
fore  our  confideration  \  indeed,  I  could  have  wiflied  to  have 
been  entirely  fileot  on  this  fubjc£i«  Gonfidering  that  the 
power  of  making  peace  and  war  wasi  yerr  falutarily  for  the 
whole,  confided  in  the  difcretion  of  the  Crown,  I  had 
trufted  that  Minifters  would  have  built  the  Preliminaries 
upon  the  mod  permanent  foundation*  I  could  not  havd 
imagined  they  would  have  conceived  or  felt  the  necei&ty 
«f  laying  themlclves  a  fyllable  on  the  occafion.  I  depend- 
ed on  their  imitation  of  that  great  man  [Mr.  Pelham]  when 
he  'was  the  minifter,  in  circumftances  cxa£lly  fiihilar  to 
their  own.  That  minifter,  who,  having  ihade  the  peace  td 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  at  the  conchifion  of  an  unfuccefsnil  war^ 
like  the  prefent,  with  that  fimplicity  ai)d  confidence  which 
marks  the  condu£t  of  a  great  andean  honeff  man,  prefenteA 
the  treaty  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  without  a  tittle 
of  preamble.  He  declared  that  he  would  not  fpeak  in  its 
vindication.  To  fay  any  thing  in  its  vindicatioxl,  would 
he  a  tacit  condemnation.  He^  thei'efoi'e,  like  a  great,  good^ 
and  a  wife  man,  left  the  Houfe  to  confider  on  th^  propriety 
of  his  peace  from  the  relative  ftate  of"  the  country.  If  the 
relative  ftate  of  the  country  could  oot  countenance  thd 
peace,  it  would  be  as  nugatory  as  it  was  iifipertinent  to  tth* 
trude  his  argument  in  its  favour*  The  treaty  was  confideiw 
ed.  It  was  no  fooner  confidered  than  approved,  'ifhercj 
was  no  part  that  Could  fuggeft  an  idea .  of  cenfure  on  the 
Minifter^s  condu£l.  It  was  my  hope  that  this  peace  would 
have  been  (imilar  in  its  deferts  and  its  approbsttion  :  then 
I  fliould,  happily  and  very  fatisfadorily  to  me^  b^ve  been 
exempted  from  breaking  my  filence.  But  as,  on  the  con*: 
trary,  being  called  on,  not  only  to  accede,  not  even  to  givef  , 

my  filent  vote,  but  to  give  to  this  treaty  my  approbation  % 
to  term  it  meritorious ;  to  praife  the  Minifter  who  made 
iX^  and  to  fan£kify  it  with  tbat  parliamentary  approval 

1  i  a  which 
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which  nothing  could  authorlfe,  but  a  clear  and  poCtivc  ^cr- 
taint^  of  its  being  beneficial  to  the  general  interefts  of  the 
empire,  I  muft  advance  to  a  candid,  liberal,  and  nectflary 
difcuffion  of  its  merits.  Bcfide,  I  am  abfolutely  not  only 
called  upon,  but  compelled  to  reply  to  a  direft  accufation  of 

Eaft  conduct :  an  enquiry  into  which  I  fliall  always  be  more 
appy  to  «meet  than  to  recede  from.  So  that>  however 
unwilling  I  might  have  been  thought  to  have  met  fuch  a 
difcuffion,  it  would  have  been  entirely  impoffiblc,  not  to  fay 
derogatory  from  every  principle  of  honour,  which  I  truft  I 
fliall  as  much  merit  9s  preferve,  to  have  avoided  the  difcuf- 
fion of  the  prefent  fubjefl.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  moved  the  addrefs,  has  fo  pointedly  and  per- 
fonally  direfted  himfelf  to  me,  that  I  cannot  avoid  giving 
publicly  my  private  fentiments  on  thefe  Preliminaries. 
Neither  can  I  avoid  ftating  the  reafons  which  render  it  im- 
poflible  for  me  to  accede  to  that  fpecies  of  unlimitted  ap- 
probation moved  for  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  opened  the  debate  :  and,  although  I  experience  the 
greateft  difficulty  in  ftating  thefe  reafons,  yet  1  feel  a  much 

freater  to  withhold  them.  Were  I  to  fupprefs  my  reafons, 
(hould  be  confidered  as  giving  my  tacit  approbation  of 
that  condu&i  which  I  am  afraid  my  country  will  feel  as 
xnuch  caufe  as  I  do  for  condemnation.  But,'^on  the  con« 
trary,  fliould  I  give  my  fentiments,  they  may  be  condrued 
by  the  Houfe  into  a  defire  to  impede  and  obflruft  the  ope- 
rations of  Crovemment,.  and  a  difpofition  to  carry  on  a  war 
which  has,  I  muft  own,  too  fatally  proved  difaftrous  to  the 
welfare  of  Britain  :  but  whatever  may  be  the  extent  of  this 
opinion,  nothing  can  be  more  falfe ;  I  am  therefore  com- 
pelled to  rife.  I  hope  that  I  fhall  be  underftood,  in  thi^s 
neceffity,  not  to  mean  the  leaft  impediment  to  the  opera- 
tions of  Government,  nor  to  join  in  any  perfonal,  preju- 
diced, or  vindi£tive  cenfure  of  Minifters ;  or  in  any  parti- 
cular to  counteraft,  or  to  fruftrate,  the  peace  which  has 
been  with  fo  much  difficulty  concluded.  Not  that  I  wiflied 
to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  peace,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
has  been  conftituttonally  made  under  the  wing  of  preroga- 
tive ;  or  to  fubjefl  its  advifors,  who  were  refponfible.  I 
will  declare  my  reafons  candidly  and  unrefenxdly,  why  I 
cannot  agree  to  the  propriety  oi  the  approbation  moved  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and  why  I  fliall  efpoufc 
the  amendment  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord.  At  the  fame 
^     time  that  the  amendment  piopofcd  gives  a  fanftioi^  to  the 

peace. 
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peace,  by  an-afliirance  of  inviolably  adhering  io^t  fe^ral 
ai  tides  to  wbich  t&e  Minifters  have  jpledged  the  pubUp 
concurrence,  in  my  opinion  very-pcrtinently,  properly,  and 
indifpenfibly  exprefies,  that  his  Majeft/s  faithful  ConK- 
rooDS  will  hereafter  proceed  to  confider  the  articles  with 
that  ferious  and  adequate  attention  which  fuch  an  impot* 
tant  fubje£k  deferves.  The  honourable  gentleman  Who 
moYed  the  addrefs  has  put  the  queftion  to  me,  <<  If  you  ap- 
prove not  of  this  peace,  can  you  make  a  better  ?"  This  is  a 
quellion  I  will  not  pretend  to  anfwer.  Thofe  who  were 
employed  in  making  this  peace  muft  know  much  better  than 
I  the  poffibilitj  of  making  a  better  peace.  All  I  can  obferve 
upon  this  queuion  is,  that  from  the  fituation  of  the  country, 
I  will  aik,  Whether  this  is  fuch  a  peace  as  ought  to  have  been 
made  ?  Minifliers  may  deprecate  the  cenfure  of  Parliamenl^ 
by  afking  them,  Could  they  do  better  i  But  this  can  be  no 
excufe  with  the  people,  who  find  their  hopesj  confidencey 
and  expe£lations  difappointed. 

Having  read  the  Preliminary  Articles,  and  th^  Provifion- 
al  Treaty,  with  the  moft  fair  and  impartial  attention,  I 
cannot  find  in  any  one  article  any  ground  for  the  afiertionp 
that  they  have  been  concluded  on  the  principle  of  uti  pofi^ 
JUitu  with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.     In  regard  to  France, 
the  Houfe  will  perceive,  that  by  the  fifth  article  they  are 
pennitted  to  fortify  the  iflands  01  St.  .Pierre  and  Miquelotv 
This  is  not  mentioned  by  the  right  honourable  author  of 
the  motion.     He  has  not  obferved,  that  this  was  carefully 
avoided  in  all  former  treaties.     He  has  not  obferved,  how 
materially  this  affefted  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  hy  ren- 
dering the  ftipulation  infinitely  more  important  and  lucrar 
tive  to  France  than  it  ha^  ever  been  in  any  former  treaty^ 
He  has  not  obferved,  therefore,  that  as  it  enables  the  French 
to  .carry  on  the  filhery  in  time  of  war,  it  is  a  power  which 
0ie  never  yet  had'  enjoyed.     This  treaty  has  ceded  St.  Lu» 
cia.     Of  its  importance,  a  better  idea  cannot  be  conceived, 
than  from  adverting  to  the  number  of  iflands  which  (he  has 
ceded  tO  us  as  a  compenfation.     She  has  reftored  to  us  Gre* 
nada,  the  Grenadines, '  St.  Vincent's,  Dominica,  St.CHirir* 
topher*s,  Nevis,  and  Montierrat.     From  this  it  is  evident, 
that  this  one  ifland  in  the  fcale  of  French  negotiation  \% 
worth  the  purchafe  of  five.     Thus  has  (lie  given  us  the  fu* 
periority,  quo  ai  hoc  — 1  ihe  had  made  us  matters  of  our  pof* 
ieffions  in  (he  Weft  Indies. 

In 
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tn  Africa  wis  hzrt  ceded  everv  thing.  In  India  we  hztc 
i^ftored  ta  the  French  all  tneir  former  eftablifliments. 
There  is  not  one  refefved^to  us  Ofn  the  coaft  of  Orixa ;  we 
have  alfo  grrenthem  liberty  to  furt-ound  Chaudenagore  with 
a  ditch,  befide  engaging  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  ihouid  lecure 
a  fafe,  praflicable,  iand  independent  commerce  on  the  coafts 
4>f  Orixa,  Malabar,  and  Coromandel  ;  Pondichernr  and 
Karical  wehavereftored  s  we  have  given  them  poflemon  of 
Mah6,  and  of  the  Comptoir  at  Surat ;  fuch  has  been  the 
principle  of  utifoffHetis  with  regard  to  our  cefflons  and  ref- 
torations  in  Afnca  and  the  Eaft. 

But  with  refpe£l  to  the  fixteenth  Article,  if  I  may  be  al« 
lowed  to  gite  my  ferious  anfwer,  I  muft  candidly  declare 
that  it  is  not  within  my  humble  apprdienfion.  I  do  not  tin- 
derftand  either  its  principle  or  its  execution  i  I  cannot  con« 
ceive  from  this  article,  whether  we  can  with  any  propriety 
€»nfider  a  peace  has  yet  been  concluded,  at  leaft  it  appeai^ 
to  me  not  pofitively  concluded  with  France.  For  by  thia 
article  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  moft  materially  depends 
upon  the  inclination  of  Holland ;  our  treaty  with  them  ha^ 
fuch  a  relative  conne£lion  with  that  of  the  uxteenth  article^ 
that  it  is  impoflible  to  confider  ourfelves  at  peace  with 
/  Vrance,  until  their  High  Miehtinefles  have  ratified  the 
treaty  ;  but  as  this  remains  to  oe  done,  the  buCnefs  is  in- 
cbnclufive,  and,  therefore,  cannot  With  any  precifion  be 
confidered.  So  that  nothing  can  farther  be  faid  on  this  part 
.  of  the  treaty  than  that  it  makes  our  India  fituation  very  pre- 
carious, and  gives  the  moft  Cngular  and  obvious  advantaged 
to  that  of  France.  This  is  particularly  exemplified  ii% 
Hyder  Aly ;  fhould  he  not  choofe  to  Iheath  his  (word,  he 
oiig'ht,  and  andoubtedly  would  do  us  and  our  allies  infinite 
mifchief^  What  poweh  have  we  to  Withftand  his  depreda« 
^ns  ?  The  Nabob  of  Arcot,  a  poor  man,  who  is  more  un« 
der  the  neceffity  of  being  defended,  than  of  poflelllng  the 
power  of  defendhig  ;  will  he  be  ^le  to  fight  Hyder  Aly 
^fingle  handed  ?  For  the  truth  of  this,  I  (hall  only  appeal  to 
the  fuperior  knowledge  in  India  afiairs  of  my  learned  friend, 
(the  Lord  Advocate.) 

Having  thus  hi  touched  upon  the  articles  relative  to  the 
ceffions  and  reftorations  in  America,  the  Weft  Indies,  Afri« 
ca,  and  the  Eaft  Indies,  I  (hall  now  proceed  to  give  my  fen« 
timentfton  the  feventeentfa  article,  by  which  we  have  con* 
fented,  by  which  we  have  abfoluted,  abrogated*,  and  fuppreC* 
led«every  article  in  former  treaties  that  has  had  any  reference 
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to  what  liasl>een  conCder^dj  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  fo  unpor* 
tant  and  honourable  to  Great  Britain.  But,  although  I  nave 
to  condemn  the  principle  ♦of  this  article,  yet  I  muft  be  freci 
enough  to  confefs,  that  I  never  heM  Dunkirk  in  thateftima-% 
tion,  which  has  been  the  cauie  of  its  being;fo  importantly 
confidered  informer  treaties.  I  confider  it  not  in  the  fame 
point  of  eftimatipn  as  thofe  who  made  the  very  memorable 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  But  yet  I  cannot  but  own  the  impor- 
tance of  Dunkirk  is  very  great  and  honourable  to  Great 
Britain,  as  far  as  it  tended  to  perpetuate  former  viftories^ 
and  to  dcmonftrate  prefent  power.  To  keep  an  EngliOi 
Commiflary  on  the  territories  of  an  enemy  for  the  purpofe 
of  reporting,  checking,  and  preventing  ^ny  attempt  to 
build^  ered^  repair  any  wallor  huilding  as  a  fortification-* 
or  even  to  clean  their  harbour,  lb  as  to  admit  of  (hips  of  s^ 
burthen  beyond  certain  limitations,  could  not  but  debafe  the 
dignity  of  the  Frepch,  and  exalt  the  honour,  power,  and 
authority  of  ourfelves  ;  fo  far  was  the  abrogation  and  fup- 
preffion  of  former  treaties  with  regard  to  Dunkirk  impo-^ 
litic  —  if  not  unnccefTary,,  But,  however,  during  the  pre- 
fent war,  indeed,  France  has  forborne  anyattempt  to  crtCt^ 
repair,  or  reftore  its  former  fortifications.  This  is  a  reafon. 
which  renders  it  of  lefs  confequence,  and  of  lefs  appre- 
henfion  tlian  what  it  had  been  in  former  wars.  But  the 
reafon  is  evident,  France,  having  experienced  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  every  war  with  Great  Britain,  that  (he  has  been 
obliged  to  demolifii  the  fortifications  (he.  had  erected,  chofe 
in  th*e  prefent  war  to  fave  her  money  and  her  chagrin.  Now 
it  was  more  than  probable  fhe  would  put  it  into  a  ftate  of 
immediate  fortification  j  for  now  ihe  bad  rid  herfelf  of 
what  fte  felt  not  only  a  degradation  of  her  character,  but 
an  infeh  on  her  weaknefs.  vfe  may,,  therefore,  experience 
the  Afiigreeable  eifefts  which  we  had  in  former  wars,  and 
which  had  been  the  firit  caufe  of  our  requiring  its  demoli* 
tspa ;  lo  that  in  whatever  point  of  view  (confider  this  treaty 
with.relpedto  France,  I  muft  confe^  nxy  incapacity  to  find 
what  part  of  it  has  preferved  the  prihciple  fo  much  boaftcd 
of  ntr  foffulttis. 

I  have  now  to  confider  tfilt  treaty  with  Spain,  let  mc  view 
^  in  whatever  light  it  prefects  itfelf,  I  cannot  but  think  the 
jCeffion  of  Minorca  was  ttofori*:unate,  and  the  cefljon  of  Ealt 
Florida  is  iniprovident*  The  hcuiourable  gentleman  is  furelj 
very  wide  from  the  truth,  in  .faying,  that  as  we  had  loft 
Weft  Florida  i  fiklt  Florida  coui^  be  of  little  naoment  in 

•        ''    ■  •  our 
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our  poiTeflion,  for  in  my  opinion^  baving  loft  Weft  Florida^ 
Eaft  Flonda  was  then  to  jG  of  the  greater  moment.     It  is- 
true,  by  the  fourth  article^  Britifh  fubje^l  are  allowed  to  cut 
logwood  'f  but  this  article  is  furely  a  nugatory  ftipulation^- 
why  was  not  the  diftri£i  fpeciiied  ?  Why  was  not  its  (itua- 
tion  defcribed^  and   its  boundaries  circumfcribed  i  Be(ide, 
why  was  the  allotment  deferred  until  the  period  of  fix 
months  ?  Thefe  are  queftions  that  I  could  wifli  were  (atis* 
fa£torily  anfwered*     The  place  when  it  is  allotted  may 
prove  the  leaft  agreeable  to  us,  and  the  leaft  eonfiitent  with 
our  conyeniency.     As  to  the  Bahama  iilands,  in  what  bear 
they  the  leaft  competition  with  the  Florida  we  ha?e  loft, 
and  the  Florida  we  have  ceded  ?  You  cannot  look  round 
the  coaft  of  the  latter  province^  without  feeing  a  number  of 
fmall  IHands  from  whdnce  our  Jamaica  trade  will  be  always 
£ubje£t  to  annoy  from  privateers*  which  may  be  equipped 
and  harboured  in  their  bays,  rivers,  and  ports.     Our  Ja- 
maica trade  cannot  pafs  the  Gulph  of  Florida  without  being 
liable  to  fuch  a  depredation.    Since  Cape  Nicola  A$ple  .is 
fortified,  they  cannot  find  another ,  paflage.    The  confe* 
quence  bf  this  will  prove  particularly  dangerous  in  a  future 
war.     For  now*we  have  not  Georgia,  which  ufed  to  flieU 
ter  us  from  the  hurricanes  and  tempefts  too  frequent  and 
formidable  in  thofe  feas.     Had  we  retained  Georgia,  we 
fliould  have  congratulated  ourfelves  on  there  yet  being  a 
refort  for  our  trade  and  (hipping,  which  is  now  unavoida- 
bly expofed  to  the  dangers  of  the  feas,  feafons,  and  tnz,^ 
mies.     So  that  where  is  to  be  found  the  leaft  ray  of  uti 
poffukth  ? 

When  we  confider  the  value  of  Minorca,  that  it  was  aU- 
ways  poiTcfleJ  with  much  greater  eafe  than  even  theim*. 
pregnable  G  bialtar,  that  it  has  one  of  the  fineft  harbours 
in  the  world,  that  it  has  never  been  that  objed  o£.  contentioa. 
with  Spain  as  Gibraltar  has  been,  although  it  affords  to  ut. 
every  advantage  of  Gibraltar,  and  even  advantages  which  Gj«^ 
braltar  cannot  afford.  It  is  true,  that  Gibraltar,  in  Its  iitiui*. 
tion,  is  very  convenient  for  our  fliips'paiCng  the  ftraits.^ 
It  is  lituated  in  a  fine,  healthy,  aad  ple^fant  climate^  and  is 
provided  with  excellent  water,  by  which  our  (hips  may  be; 
r/cfrelhcd  and  recruited.  Its  fituatioh,  likewife,  affords  us^ 
an  opportunity  of  keeping  the  Moors  from  annoying  our 
trade  by  their  corfairs.  Here  we  can,  always  keep  that 
number  of  men  of  war  which  proieAs  our  trade  froqii  their* 
piratical  depredations ;  To  diat  Gibraltar  may  be'confidered 

the 
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the  boad  of  peace  betwec^n  us  and  the,  Algerines,  fo  neceflaVy 
to  our  commerce  In  the  Mediterranean,  fiut  thefe  advan* 
tages  have  proved,  and  always  will  prove,  the  caufe  of  that 
di/content  which  will  be  likely  to  break  into  a  war  on  every 
OGcafioo.  Tbe  Spaniards  have  either  a  pretence,  poffibilfty^ 
or  probabilitv,  of  rejpofleffing  themfelves  of  the  fortrefs. 
This  is  not  the  cafe  witb  Minorca  ;  it  does  not  lie  upon  the 
continental  territories  of  continental  dcfloinion ;  it  is  a  de. 
tachcd  ifland,  at  fome  diftance  from  their  territoHes.  Be* 
fides,  as  we  have  ftill  our  naval  fuperiority,  we  could  always 
proteft  its  poileffion  with  more  eafe,  while  its  lofs  muOt  be 
attended  with  more  difficulty  to  our  enemies.  This  is  the 
peculiar  advantage  we  derive  from  its  being  an  ifland.  The 
harbour  of  Port  Mahon  is  known  and  acknowledged  to'  be 
the  6orft  and  moft  convenient  in  the  world.  Here  all  the 
navies  of  Europe  may  ride  'in  fafety,  and  under  protefiion« 
Here  our  fleets  might  have  wintered,  cleaned,  and  repaired 
without  either  danger  or  interruption ;  oar  meii  might  be 
permitted  to  refrefli  therpfelves  on  fliore,  without  the  danger 
of  tbcir  deierting ;  {o  that  from  this  ifland  our  fquadrons 
might  have  been  always  ready  to  have  failed  at  any  time  to 
annoy  the  trade,  alarm,  the  coafts,  and  meet  the  fleets  of 
our  eoemies  without  the  leaft  danger  of  intelligence  being 
coQimunicated  to  the  enemy  of  their  deiigns;  a  convenience 
which  we  cannot  now  boaft  of  in  all  our  remaining  poiief'^ 
fions.  From  its  latitude  it  enjoys  a  fine  climate.  From 
polleffing  Minorca  with  fuch  eminent  advantages;  we  were 
refpcAable  to  all  the  Italian  and  Barbary  ftates ;  for  whe- 
ther it  might  have  been  our  concern  to  annoy  theirs,  or  pro- 
ted  our  own  trade,  its  pofleflion  was  invaluable.  There  is  no 
satioo,  poflTcfling  any  trade  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  will 
always  feel  the.cdnfequenceof  that  Hate  who  polTefles  Mi* 
norca,  whether  they  be  friends  or  enemies.  By  the  pof- 
feffion  of  Florida,  we  had  poiTeifion  of  harbours  that  would 
always,  in  a  Spanifli  war,  give  us  the  moft  fingular  advan- 
tages with  regard  to  our  {hipping,  and  endanger  their  naviga- 
tion to  their  ibutherh  territories,  was  the  country  of  no  other 
benefit.  This  Ihould  have  rendered  it  of  fufficicnt  eftima- 
tioQ  in  the  opinion  of  any  mitiiAer  to  haVe  kept  hs  pqlfeifion 
by  every  means  of  power  and  treaty.  Nothing  can  mo^c 
enfeeble  the  operations  6f  the  Spaniards  in  war,  than  an 
impediment  to  their  gold  trade.  It  is  from  this  they  derive 
every  reiburce  of  power ;  fo  that  any  reftraint  on  this  part 
of  their  navigation  muft  flirink  their  flnews  of  refource,  and 
Vol.  IX.  K  k  enervat*^ 
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enervate  their  fyftcm  of  power.  Deprived  of  their  foreign 
riches,  they  have  no  internal  refoutcc.  Induftry'lias  not  yet 
given  them  dbmeftic  ftreogth.  They  have  no  pofitive  power* 
All  their  firength*  arifes  from  their  foreign  poiieffioos.  Then 
why  have  we  dirpoflelTed  ourfelves  of  the  only  means  bf 
which  we  could  debilitate,  if  not  deftroy,  thefe  dependen- 
cies of  their  power.  \Ve  have  not  only  given  them  a  feca- 
rity  for  their  own  power,  but  have  abfolntely  given  them 
the  means  of  enfeebling  our  ftrength.  I  ;^m  furprifed,  then^ 
at  what  could  have  given  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
the  idea  of  die  principle  of  uti  pq^dttis  in  thefe  Prelimina- 
ries. He  m^y  reconcile  it  to  bis  own  ideas,  hilt  he  can 
never  tmpofe  it  on  my  credulity,  while  I  retain  Btj  know- 
ledge, experience,  and  judgment. 

In  the  Proviiional  Treaty,  I  find  articles  that  are  a  pofi- 
iive  contradiftion  to  that  reciprocity  fet  forth  in  their  pre« 
^  amble.  ^  I  cannot  find  in  them  any  appearance  of  eiiher 

liberal  equity,  or  reciprocity.    I  have  examined  the  treaty 
with  the  moft. minute  a^ttention;  and,  as  far  «s  my  Uule 
Inowledge  of  geography  will  permit  nie  to  fay,  I  have  found^ 
if  the  fxpreffion  may  be  aflowed,  the  reciprocity  is  all  on  one 
Jide.    The  boundaries  which  have  been  drawn,  are  not  only 
new  in  their  nature,  but  extremely  ^nerous  in  their  prin- 
ciple.  By  thefe  boundaries  we  have  given  America,  in  Nova 
Scotia  an4  Canada,  a  traS  of  country  ib  exteniive,  that  it 
comprehends  twenty-four  Indian  nations.    Here  niany  forts 
have  been  created  and  retained  at  an  immenfe  expence  to 
Gre'at  Britain;  but  thefe  may  probably  be  confidered  merely 
as  loiTes,  were  we  to  revert  to  the  nuLi^y  fidvantages  we 
have  refigned  by  this  cei&on*  ^  Why  Was  not  the  i>bundary 
which  is  tobe  found  in  your  ftatute-book  on  the  table,  as 
fettled  in  the  vear  1 7  74,  thought  as  proper  as  that  Which 
is  now  eftablifhed  with  regard  to  t^iinada  1  By  this  die  Ame- 
ricans would  hate  been  at  fuch  adiftance,  as  might  not  have 
]t<cmpted  them  to  break  that  permanency  of  friendfhip  which, 
ft  belieVe,  every  one  conceives  to  be  neceflary  to  encpbrage.  In 
the  prefent  boupdary  they  have  acccffion  Within  twenty -four 
miles  of  Montreal.     (Here  his  Lordihip  very  ably  particu- 
.Uirifed.  the  forts  which  we  had  in  thefe  new  boundaries  re- 
,Sgned  to  America.    He  Iikewife  (pecified  the  fums  which 
bad  been  expended  by  this  kingdom  in  their  ere£lion  and 
pofieiQion.} 

...  By 
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^  6 J  the  xV^  artick  we  luTe  in  o^  fpint  for  ncip»ocft]r 
gireo  the  Americans  an  unlimited  ^ght  to  take  fim.  of 
everj  kind  on  the  Great  Bank^  and  on  ^U  the  other  i^^nkB 
of  Newfoundland.    Bat  this  was  not  fofficient*    We  ha^ 
alfo  given  them  the  right  of  fi(bing  in  thegnlph  of  S^ 
Lawrence,  and  at  all  other  places  in  the  i^a,  where  they 
have  heretofore  enjmed-tfarbugh  us  t^  privilege  of  £ihing. 
They   have  likewite  the  power  of  even  partaking  of  (ho 
fifhery  which  we  fiill  retain.    We  have  not  been  content 
with  refignine  whajt-wc  poilefred,  i)ot  even  0>are  whatwe 
have  left.    The  United  States  have  liberty  tofiflionthat 
part  of  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland  which  firitifh  fifhermen 
ihall  ofe.     All  the  referve  is,  that  they  are  not  to  dry  or 
cure  the  fame  on  the  ifland*    Bv  this  grant  they  %re  ft 
liberty  to  take  our  property,  for  which  we  have  lb  long  kept 
poiTeffion  of  the  ifland.    We  now  find  its  agreeable  to  the 
principle  of  reciprocity  to  keep  Newfoundland  nperely  fcir 
the  privilege  or  drying  and  curing  (uch  fi(b  as  we  have 
riven  the   Americans  liberty  |p  take.     X^is  is  cert^nly  t. 
ttrtking  inftance  of  that  liberal  equity  which  we  find  is  the 
bafis  pf  the  Provifional  Treaty.    But  w^ere  fliall  J  find  %a 
inftance  of  t^ax  reciprocity  which  is  alfo  fet  forth  in  the 
preamble }   We  have  given  the  Anaericans  the  nolioiitctd 
priv^kge  of  fiihing  on  2i  the  coaft^,  bays,  and  creeks,  in  our 
Amencan  dqminions.    But  where  have  they,  under  this 
principle  of  reciprocity,  given  us  the  principle. of  fibins  qa 
znj  of  their  coafts^  bays,  or  cr^ks  /  J  could  wifh  fuoi  %a 
article  cou(d  be  found,  were  it  on)y  to'give  a  colour  to  this 
boafted  reciprocity.    The  ad vant]S(ge  we  (hould  derive  from 
foch  ail  article  cannot  be  a  cpnfideration ;  for  every  real  and 
pofiiive  advantage  to  Oreat  Britain  feeoas  to  have  been  en- 
tirely foreign  to  the  intent  and  peaning  of  this  ppace  in 
every  particular ;  otherwife,  I  ihould  have  thou^t  it  would 
have  l^n  the  care  of  adminiftraiion  not  to  have  given,  with- 
out die  leaft  equivalent,  thai  permiffion  which  they  coutd 
never  demand  as  Bripfli  fubjeds.    I  am  at  a  loft  to  confider 
how  we  .could  grant,  or  they  could  claim  it  sf  a  right,  when 
they  affumed  an  independency  which  has  Sefaix$f€d  them 
from  oor  fovereignty. 

By  the  feventh  article  all  hoftilitics  are  to  cetdc,  and  an  on- 
referved  exchai^^e  of  prifoners  is  to  be  made.  We  are  alfo 
to  withdraw,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  all  our  armies,  eva- 
cuate all  our  jgarrifons,  and^ withdraw  our  fieets-from  every 
part^  place^  and  barbour  wuhin  the  Vivted  Sutei ---taking 
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efj>fdal  care  to  leave  in  all  fortifications  the  American  artil- 
lery that  may  be  therein.  But  where  is  the  ftipnlation  for 
our  Britifli  artillery  to  be  rcftored  by  the  Americans  ?  —  Wc 
have  been  at  liberal  in  our  grants,  as  we  have  been  forbear- 
ing in  our  requifitions.  Sui*ely  there  can  be  no  rcafon  for  ad- 
dttcirfg  this  as  an  inftance  of  reciprocity.  There  Teems  to  be 
a  peculiar  mockery  Jn  the  next  article,  which  grants  us  an 
.  eternal  and  free  navigation  of  the  MifGflippi,  from  its  focrcc 
to  the  ocean,  in  participation  with  the  United  States.  Such 
is  the  freedom  of  the  navigation,  that  where  we  were  not  lo- 
caHy  excluded,  wc  had  effected  it  by  treaty.  Wc  were  ex- 
cluaed  by  the  northern  boundary.  The  caft  is  polTeiTed  by 
the  Americans.  The  weft  had  been  ceded  by  the*  peace  of 
Parit  to  the  French,  who  had  iince  granted  it  to  the  Spani- 
ards ;  and  each  (hore  at  its  mouth  is  ceded  by  the  prefent 
treaty  to  Spain.  Where  is  then  this  navigation  fo  free  and 
open  to  be  commenced  i  All  the  poiTcflion,  I  believe,  that 
we  (hall  ever  have,  will  be  its  nomination  in  this  treaty. 
We  muft  be  content' with  the  grant  without  the  polTellion. 

And  now  let  me.  Sir,  paufe  on  a  part  of  the  treaty  which 
awakens  human  fenfibility  in  a  very  irreiiilible  and  lamen- 
table degree.  I  cannot  but  lament  the  fate  of  thofe  unhappy 
men,  who  1  conceive  were  in  general  objeds  of  our  gratitude 
and  proteAion.  The  Loyaliils,  from  their  attachments, 
furely  had  fome  claim  on  our  afFe£^ion.  But  what  were  not 
tbe  claims  of  thofe,  who,  in  conf6rmity  to  their  allegiance, 
their  chearful  obedience  to  the  voice  of  Parliament,  their 
conlidence  in  the  proclamation  of  our  Generals,  invited  un- 
der every  aflurance  of  military,  parliamentary,  political,  and 
affedipnate  protefiion,  efpoufed,  with  the  hazard  of  their 
lives,  and  the  forfeiture  of  their  properties,  the  caufe  of 
Great-Britain  i  Were  thefe  deferving  of  being  excluded 
from  that  ray  of  proteftlon  which  tvas  held  out  by  the  fifth 
article,  in  favour  of  thofe  Loyalifts  who  had  not  drawn  the 
fword  in  our  defence  ?  By  this,  there  was  a  proviiion  made 
for  them,  which  promifed  a  fpecies  of  retribution  and  pro- 
teAion.  The  Congrefs  ^e  earneftly  to  recommend  it  to 
the  logiflatures  of  the  refpeflive  States  to  provide  for  the  r^- 
fiitution  of  all  eftatcs,  rights,  and  properties  which  had  been 
confifcated,  belonging  to  real  Britifti  fubjefls ;  and  alfo  of 
the  cftates,  rights,  and  properties  of  perfons  refidcpt  in  dif- 
triAs'  in  the  pofleffion  of  his  Majejfty's  arcps,  and  vfbo  bavt 
Pfl  ifCTM  4irmf  a^ainft  the  {/rtiifd  Stateu  Every  other  dcfcrip- 
Jligj\  af^  Co  hjLvc  Uie  liberty  of  going  into  part  of.  the  United 
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States^  and  there  remain  without  being^moiefteS  for  tBe  fflitce 
of  twelve  (nonthsy  in  their  endeavours  to  obtahi  the  ffcftitu- 
tion  of  their  cbnfifcated  eftates,  eights,  and  properties.    Are 
thefe  examples  of  their  endeavours  to  render  their  laws  con-' 
fident  with  juftice  and  equity  ?  Is  this  agreeable  to  the  fpirit 
of  conciliation,  which  on  the  return  of  the  bicfiingsof  Peace' 
fhonid  aniver&lly  prevail  ?  Who  is  then  poflcffed  of  the  leaft 
particle  of  hubianity,  but  muft  anticipate  the  miieries  thefe 
brave  and  patriotic  men  muft  feel  from  our  ungratefully,  in* 
confiderately,  and  unncceflkrily  refigning  them  to  poverty 
and  wretchedncfG  ?  I  cannot  but  feel  for  men  thus  facri&ed 
for  their  hravery  and  principles :  men  who  have  facrificed  all 
the  deareft  poiKflions  of  the  human  heart.     Thcy*have  cx- 
pofed  their  lives,  endured  an  age  of  hardfhips,  deferted  their 
interefts,*  forfeited  their  ppffcffipns,  loft  their  conneAions^ 
and  ruined  their  families',  in  our  caufe.    Could  not  all  this 
wafte  of  human  enjoy mqnt  excite  one'  defire  of  proteAing 
them  from  tha^  ftate  of  mifery  with  which  the  implacable 
refentroent  of  the  States  have  deiired  to  punifh  their  loyalty 
to  their  Sovereign,  and  their  'attachment  to  their  mother 
country  ?  Had  \vc  not  efpoufcd  their  caufe  from  a  principle 
of  a^Fedion  and  gratitude,  we  fliould,  at  leaft,  have  protcc* 
ted  them,  to  have  preferved  our  own  honour.     If  not  tender 
of  their  feelings,  we  fhould  have  been  tender  of  our  own 
charader.     Never  was  the  honour,  the  humanity,  the  prin^ 
ciplet,  the  policy  of  a  nation,  fo  grollly  abufed  as  in  the  de- 
fertion  of  thofe  men,  who  are  now  expofed  to  every  puni(h« 
ment  that  defertion  and  poverty  can  infliA,  —  becaufe  they 
were  not  rebels.     Nothing  can  excufe  our  not  having  infift- 
ed  upon  a  ftipufation  in  their  favour,  but  our  evident  impoC> 
fibility.  '  But  where  appears  this  impoftibility.     I  would,  for 
the  honour  of  my  country,  and  Tome  little  folace  to  them  in 
their  miferies,  that  there  had  been  an  impoflibility  of  ftipu* 
lation.  in  their  favour;  then  their  miferies  would  not  have  been 
aggravated  by  the  reflexion  of  our  ingratitude.     But  to  roe 
fuch  a  ftipulattbn  appears  to  have  been  too  praAicable  for  my 
approbBtion  of  this  treaty.     Could  not  all  the  furrenders  we 
have  fb  liberally  made  to  America,  give  us  that  pretence  for 
reciprocity,  in  favour  of  thofe  unhappy  Loyalrfts  ?  Could  not 
the  furrende^  of  Charles- Town,  of  New- York,  pf  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  Penpbfcot,  purchafc  a  fecurity  of  thofe  deferring 
people  ?  Wafc  Congrcfs  ndt  fufiiciently  fenfible  of  debility  of 
internal  refborce  to  profccute-  the  war?  Had  Ihe  the  teme- 
rity to  have  |>crfcvercd  in  a  v^ar^  rather  than  have  given  up 
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llm  QpportpAityr  of  exerciiiAg  ber  implacable!  apd  impditic 
xefentnieat  ?  I  term  it  impolitic ;  for  it  will  eftablifli  tbeir 
character  as  a  vtndidive  people.  It  would  have  Ifpcome  the 
intereiU  as  well  as  the  chara/Eter  of  a  newly -created  people, 
to  have  fhewn  their  propeniity  to  compaiHoiu  Did  they 
confider  thei'e  Loyalifts  to  have  done  wrong -^  they  fliould 
father  have  pitied  than  puniihed  their  error.  It  would  have 
been  more  politic  in  tiu^m  to  have  oonciliated  than  to  bave 
alienated  thofc  affeflions  which  arofe  from  principles  of  loy- 
alty and  attachment.  They  (hould  have  confidered  that  fuch 
principles  form  tlie  cement  of  iitates.  And  that  it  is  by  loy* 
alty  and  attachment  that  they  muft  preferve  their  own  exif* 
teiu:c.  But  was  it  not  to  be  expeded  that  France  and  Spain, 
after  every  other  oraifTion  had  been  made,  would  have  pre- 
vailed with  the  Americans  to  have  relaxed  in  this  part  of  their 
provifiooaL  treaty,  rather^  than  the  whole  lyftpm  pf  peace 
fiioold  have  been  deilroyed  } 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  has  made  the  motion  has 
fatd,  that  parliament  in  having  declared  the  Americans  inde- 
pendent had  made  the  peace,  and  are,  therefore,  retponfibte 
for  any  improper  conccffions  or  reRorations;  if  there  be  any 
that  may  he  found  in  the  preliminaries  and  provifional  treaty. 
It  is  truer  that  a  refolution  has  palled  this  Houfe  which  I  opr 
pokd,  becayfe  I  coniidered  it  as  an  incumbrance  to  our  ex- 
ertions. However  I  admit,  that  this  refolution  gave  Amc- 
jica  her  independency,  and  that  peace  was  the  natural  confe- 
iqaence  of  this  refolution*  For  I  muft  confefs  that  peace 
could  not  be  obtained,  after  fuch  a  refolution  pafled,  wubout 
jecognizing  their  independence.  But  can  any  man  fay,  that 
this  refolution  included  neccflarily  all  the  conccffions  and  ref- 
torations  contained  in  the  preliminaries  and  provifional 
treaty  ?  IJid  parliament  order  them  ?  Did  parliament  give 
inftru£lions  for  the  ceilion  of  Charles  Town,  New  York, 
Penobfcot,  Rhode  Jfland,  Detroit,  and  the  fifheries  ?  Did 
,  parliament  order  the  abandonment  of  the  Loyalifts  }  Parlia- 
ment has  not  given  their  countenance  to  thefe  fa£ts.  So 
that  imiaifters  are  aci:ountable,  ac|d  npt  parliament,  to  the 
people. 

From  every  light  in  which  I  have  viewed  the  papers  now 
before  us,  I  cannot  give  Uiat  approbaition  to  the  peace  which 
as  included  in  thje  meaning  of  the  addrefs  movjed  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman.  For,  alt^iough  I  do  not  pFCtena  to 
the  ability  or  the  means  of  making  a  better  peace,  yet  I  can- 
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lot  botfly  ihkt  it  is  not  foch  a  peace  as  we  might  havj; 
expefttd,  tVom  the  relative  fituation  in  which  we  were  left 
by  the  faccelTes  of  the  laft  campaign.  Thertfore,  I  cannot 
pto  die  foot  of  the  throne  with  an  addrefs  of  approbation., 
Qt  I  think  It  bedonling  and  neceifary  to  give  his  Majefty 
thanks  for  the  papers,  and  alfo  to  give  him  aflurances  of  the 
HoufefutfiUing  every  title  of  that,  for  which  public  faith  it 
pledged  in  the  feveral  articles*  I  Ihall,  therefore,  vote  fof 
the  amendment  pfQpoied  by  the  noble  lord,  and,  with  hit 
ipprobation,  I  will  propofe  an  addition  of  a  few  words,  ex- 
prelllfig'the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  nefpefting  the  Loyalifts.  I 
Iball  tnerefore  move  the  Houfc  : 

^  To  aflfore  his  Majefty,  that^  his  faithful  Commons  will 
proceed  to  coofider  the  fame  with  that  lerious  and  full  atten- 
tion which  a  fubje£t  of  fuch  eflential  importance,  to  the  prc- 
fent  and  future  interefts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  deferves. 
That  they  entertain  in  the  mean  time  the  fulleft  confidence fii 
his  Majeny's  paternal  care,  that  his  Majefty  will  concert  with 
his  parliament  fuch  tneafures  as  may  be  expedient  for  exteikl- 
ing  the  cpmmerce  of  his  Majefty's  fubje£ts  : — jSndhis  Ma^ 
jtjtfi  fadthfttl  Conunansftcl  that  it  woula  be  fuperfiucus  to  txprcft 
t$  his  Magefty  the  rtgards  due  from  the  nation  to  every  defcription 
ofmen^  who,  with  the  rifque  of  their  iives^  and  the  facripce  cf  * 
their  properties,  have  JSftingui/hed  their  loyalty  and  fidelity  during 
a  l(mg4mdc4damitous  war.* 

**  That  whatever  ititiy  be  the  fentiments  of  his  Majefty*s 
faidifal  Commons  in  the  rcHilt  of  their  inveftigation  of  it^ 
terms  of  the  pacification,  they  beg  leave  to  anurt  his  Ma- 
jefty of  iheu-  nrm  and  unalterable'  fefolution,  to  adhere  in- 
violably to  the  feveral  articles  for  which  the  public  faith  is 
pledged,  atid  to  maintain  thd  bitflings  of  peace,  fo  neceffary 
to  his  Majefty^  fubjeds^  and  to  'the  general  happinefs  df 
mankind." 

Inthetaidft  of  his  lordlhlp's  argument,  a  tartier  (belong- 
ing to  one  of  th^  younger  niembers)  ^which  had  run  into  the 
Houfe  with  his  mafter,  fct  up/a  loud  barking.     This,  as 


ioterrojpted  by  a  liew  (peaker  ;  but  as  his  argumaot  is  con* 
eluded,  I  will  rcrnmc  mine." 
General  Sdiith  feconded  Lord  Not.th\'  afhcndment* 

'-   ^^        -  Mr. 

*  The  words  in  Italic  are  Lord  l)orth*t« 
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Mr.  Secretary  Townlhend,  and  fcvcral  other  members 
.then  rofe,  all  ftriving  to  be  beard,  but  Mr.  Povirys  caught 
the  fpeaker^s  eye. 
Mr-Powji*  Mr.  Pcnvys  congratulated  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  rib* 
band,  on  the  recovery  of  his  weight  and  influence  in  that 
Houfe.  The  coutRry  had  already  derived  fuch  material  ad- 
vantage?, and  reaped  fo  many  bleflihgs  from  the  nobte  Lord^g 
adminiftration,  that  every  true  friend  to  Great  Britain  muft 
fincerely  rejoice  at  the  noble  Lord^s  again  being  likely  to  giiin 
an  afcendency  within  thofc  walls.  Let  the  Hciufe,  however, 
•  coniidcr  the  queftion  before  them  with  fairnefs,  let  them  look 

at  it  without  prejudice,  and  let  them  cxercife  their  own  judg- 
ment, in  determining  how  they  would  vote.'  An  addrefs 
had  been  moved,  declaring  their  fenfe  of  his  Majefty*s  gra* 
cious  condefcenfion  in  ordering  the  Preliminary  and  Provi* 
iional  Articles  of  the  different  treaties  to  be  laid  before  them, 
to  aflTure  his  Majefty  that  they  had  confidered  them  with  the 
attention  which  fa, important  a  fuhje£t  required,  and  to  ac* 
.knowledge  to  his  Majefty  their  due  fenfe  of  his  paternal  re- 
gard for  theliappinefs  of  his  fubjeds,  which  had  induced  his 
Majefty  to  relieve  them  from  a  burthenlbme  and  expeniive 
war.  Upon  this  addrefs  an  amendment  had  been  moved, 
•declaring  that  the  Houfe  would  take  the  articles  of  the  fe- 
veral  treaties  into  their  moft  (erious  confideration,  and  this 
amendment  was  fupported  by  arguments  that  the  faft  aflert- 
ed  in  the  addrefs,  originally  moved,  was  untrue,  and  that 
the  Houfe  had  not  yet  taken  them  into  their  ferious  coo- 
lideration.  Let  gentlemen  remember,  that  the  three  trca* 
ties  had  been  upon  their  table  full  three  weeks,  which  furety 
was  a  fufBcient  time  for  every  member  of  the  Houfe  to  exa- 
mine them  with  attention,  and  to  coniider  each  individual 
article  with  ferioufnefs  ;  that  day  had  been  fet  apart  for  thcrr 
public  difcuilion,  and  if  he  miftook  not,  they  had  already 
been  folemnly  debating  upon  them  for  fome  hours,  and  they 
would  in  all  probability  fpend  many  hours  in  the  fame  man- 
ner ;  would  any  man  then  take  upon  him  to  alTert,  that  by 
the  time  the  Houfe  (hould  rife,  the  treaties  would  not  have 
undergone  an  ample  difcuffion  and  conHderation  )  With  re- 
gard to  fome  part  of  the  articles  of  the  Preliminary  Trea- 
ties, he  was  fair  to  fay,  he  wifhed  they  had  not  ftood  as 
they  did.  For  inflance,  he  (hould  have  been  bctterpleafed 
if  Eaft  Florida  had  not  been  given  up  to  Spain,  and  Tobago 
to  France.  With  tcgiird  to  America^  at  the  time  that  cer- 
tain 
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tain  gcndemen,  whofe  public  prixkriplei  he  approved^  sml 
witl^  whom  he  had  long  aAcd,  withdrew  themfelves  from  his 
Majefty's  councils,  the  Houfe  would  remember  that  the 
ground  of  difierence  was,  the  manner  in  which  the  indepen- 
dence of  America  (hould  be  acknowledged.  An  honourable 
gentleman  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Fox,)  for  whofe  abilitie$  be 
had  the  bigheft  refpe^,  had  contended,  that  the  beft  way 
would  be  to  do  it  with  magnanimity,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  America  unconditionally  ;  the  nobl* 
Earl  at  prefcnt  at  the  head  of  his  Majefty's  councils,  00  the 
other  hand  had  contended,  that  it  would  be  better  policy  to 
make  the  recogciition  of  independence  the  baiis  of  a  treaty, 
and  to  gVant  it  as  the  jprice  of  peace.  The  Proviiional 
Treaty  cenainly  did  not  fliew  that  this  idea  had  been  carried 
into  praAice ;  and  fo  far,  the  prefent  Firft  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
I'wry  bad  not  proved  himfelf  (b  abl«  a  politician  as  he  had 

E'v«*}  himfelf  out  to  be;  but  if  he  had  failed  in  fhewing 
mfeU'  a  great  ftatefman,  he  had  certainly  proved  himfelf  a 
good  Chriftian,  for  he  had  not  only  parted  with  his  cloak  ta 
America,  bur  had  given  her  his  coat  likewife*     Not  think* 
iog  the  naked  independence  a  fufficieot  proof  of  his  liberality 
to  the  United  State^  be  had  cloathed  it  with  the  warm  cover* 
iog  of  our  fur  trade,  and  had  given  them  an  extenlive  boon* 
dary  with  the  ceffion  of  the  fiihery,  of  Charles-Town,  New- 
York,  Loog-Iiland,  Pecobfcot,  and  all  that  variety  of  forts 
fo  accurately  defcribed  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  Blue  Rib* 
band.    This  certainly  was  ^ing  a  great  way  farther  than  he 
faw  any  neceffity  for,  but  he  was  neverthelefs  prepared  to 
fay,  that  netwithftandiog  the  objeAionable  parts  of  the  Trea- 
ties wjth  France  and  Spain,  notwithftandioe  the  exceptions 
to  the  Provifional  Treaty  with  the  United  Sutes  (in  which 
there  ceruinly  was  more  oFliberality  on  our  part,  than  mu- 
tual Tcctprocity)  yet  taking  the  whole  together,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  under  which  the  peace  had  been  made,  he  was 
ready  to  give  his  full  aifent  to  the  addrefs  that  bad  been 
moved,  and  to  declare  he  was  completely  fatisiied.     Nor  did 
he  lay  this,  from  any  perfonal  or  interefted  motives ;  he 
made  no  Icrupte  to  avow,  that  he  had  no  great  predileAiott 
for  the  prefent  Firft  Lord  of  the  Trcafury ;  but  let  his  cha- 
raAer  be  what  it  might,  he  deferved  their  thanks  for  having 
brokeo  the  confederacy  in  arms  againft  this  country,  and 
which  threatened  her  abfolute  ruin  ;  a  confederacy  foftrange, 
UDoataral,    and  heterogeneous,   that,   before   it  had  been 
formed,  it  had  bees  repeatedly  argued  10  that  Houfe^  that 
Vo<^  IX.  L 1  fuch 
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Aich  a  confederacy  could  not  poffibly  have  exiftcnce.  But 
this  fcemed  to  be  the  particular  sera  for  ftrange  confederacies. 
The  world  had  feen  great  and  arbitrary  defpots  ftand  forth 
the  protcflors  of  an  infant  republic ;  they  had  witneflcd 
the  Kiitgs  of  France  and  Spain,  engaged  in  a  war  to  eftablifh 
the  rifing  liberties  of  America.  That  Houfe  now  viewed  the 
counterpart  of  this  pi£ture  ;  they  faw  tl:^  lofty  and  (trenuous 
aifertors  of  regal  prerogative  united  in  alliance  with  the  hum- 
ble worfliippcis  of  the  majefty  of  the  people;  the  moil  de- 
termined advocate  of  the  influence  of  the  crown  going  hand 
in  iiand  with  the  great  purifior  of  the  conflitution  i  -while  the 
minifters  of  the  day,  like  Great  Britain  before  the  peace, 
were  engaged  in  a  conteft  with  the  powerful  confederacy 
which  he  had  juft  defcribed,  without  an  ally,  fave  only  a 
few  Refugees  from  the  oppoHte  party.  He  hoped  minifters 
would  better  reward  and  take  more  care  of  thele  refugees, 
than  they  had  evidently  taken  of  the  loyal  refugees  of  Ame- 
rica. Mr.  Powys  concluded  with  declaring,  that  what  he 
had  faid  were  the  genuine  ientiments  of  his  mind,  unbiafled 
by  interett,  uninfluenced  by  party.  He  had  flood  up  at  that 
time  in  the  character  he  was  determined  to  prclerve,  that  of 
an  independent  member  of  parliament,  f^ee  to  judge  for  biip- 
felf,  and  fpeak  his  own  opinion. 
I^rd  Mul-  Lord  Mufgrave  obferved,  that  as  it  was  the  province  of  the 
^'♦y««  prerogative  to  make  war  and  peacr,  and  peace  Laving  been 
made  conflitutionally,  he  confiJ<;ied  the  national  honour  to  be 
pledged  for  a  due  performance  of  the  feveral  articles  of  the 
refpeftive  treaties.  He  therefore  thought  for  the  fake  of  the 
neceil'ary  credit  of  government,  and  for  the  lake  of  the  com- 
mon weal,  that  Houfe  fliould  givp  it  their  tan^lion.  At  the 
fame  liiiie,  4iis  Lordlhip  (aid,  he  faw  much  ground  of  objec- 
tion, not  duly  to  the  particular  articles  of  the  refpcftlve 
treaties,  but  to  the  general  complexion  of  the  whole  peace. 
The  obvious  impreflion  that  a.  view  of  the  various  articles 
afforded,  v^as,  that  it  rather  appeared  to  be  a  peace  patched 
lip  for  the  prefent,  than  a  peace  that  promifed  to  be  perma-* 
jient.  The  preamble  of  each  treaty,  compared  with  the  ap- 
ricles  that  followed  it,  looked  as  if  it  was  not  penned  at  the 
fame  time  ;  there  was  no  congeniality  of  fentiraent ;  no  con* 
purrence  of  idea.  The  one  promifed  mutual  advantage  as  the 
bafis  of  the  tieaty,  the  other  turned  the  advantage  all  one 
way.  And  here,  his  Lord  (hip  faid,  he  could  not  but  take 
potice  of  opinions  that  had  been  broached  in  that  Houie,  that 
(\iQk  was  pur  iituatio%  that  any  pc^cc^  however  fhort  iu 
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duration,  was  a  matter  to  be  defircd;    Tiie  bad,  naj  the 
miferable   policy  of  fuch  a  doctrine,  in  his  mind,  deicrved 
the  (evcreft  reprobation*     It  was  ctccily  the  intereft  of  this 
country,  when  fhe'made  peace,  to  make  it  on  fuch  a  footing 
as  ihould  eofure  its  continuance.     Much  better  were  it  for 
Great  Britain  at  any  time,  but  more,  efpecially  at  tlie  pre- 
fcnt,  to  continue  the  war  than  to  agree  to  a  rodmenurv 
paufe,  to  take  breath  merely,  and  to  renew  the  combat,     A 
variety  of  obvious  circunrftances  muft  prefs  upon  the  conii- 
deration  of  the  Houfe,  to  (liew  the  truth  of  this  argument, 
but  if  any  other  were  wanting,  the  difgraceful  nature  of  the 
feveral  treaties  upon  the  table,  and  tlie  recoUeflion  of  the 
glories  of  the  laft  campaign,  and  the  prc&nt  ftate  of  our  ma-* 
ricime  and  land  force,  were  fufHcient  to  prove  is,  and  bring 
i;  home  to  the  general  convi£tion  of  mankind,  that  inftead  of 
fubmittiog  to  the  humiliating  terms  that  had  been  diAatedby 
France,  this  country  was  entitled  to  reiift  difgrace,  and  de*- 
manJ,  what  the  preamble  of  the  treaties  held  out  to  be  their 
bafis,  her  fhare  of  advantage.     In  order  to  prove,  that  by 
the  tre^ity  widi  France  the  intereft  of  that  power  alone  was  con- 
fulted,  and  that  where  a  benefit  waf  certain,  it  was  thrown  ;ato 
her  fcjle,  while,  on  the  contrary,  every  thing-  likely  to  create 
doubt  and  difficulty,  to  produce  future  difputc,  and  give  rife  to 
future  trouble  and  expence,  was  thrown  upon  us,  he  took  a 
general  and  curfory  view  ofthe  feveral  articles*     That  which 
confented  to  the  abrogation  and  fupprefTion  of  all  the  articles 
relative  to  Dunkirk,  from  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  downwards, 
he  dwelt  on  as  particularly  impolitic.  ^  His  Lordihip  ftated, 
that  by  giving  France  a  power  to  fortify  Dunkirk,  we  ena- 
bled her  to  annoy  us  exceedingly  in  every  future  war,  fincc 
the  free  excrcife  of  fuch  a  port,  within  five  hours  fail  of  oat 
eaftern  coaft,  could  not  but  furnifli  JPr/npc  with  frequent 
opportunities  of  doing  us    the  moft>  efiential  Jojuryy.  s^nd 
ihould  (he  be  able  or  think  At  to  enlarge,  the  harbour,  and 
render  it  capable  of  receiving  larger  veflfels,  ih^^n  it  could  at 
prefent  admit,  might  prove  of  the  moft  ferious  confequences 
to  us.     The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  he  faid,  had . 
with  great  accuracy  and  force  of  argument  obfervcd,  upop 
the  articles  of  the  treaty  with  France^  but  notwithftandii^g 
the  great  abilities  the  noUe  Lord  had  difprayed  in  the  courfe 
of  hisfpeech,  he  had  not,  if  he  would  give  him  leave  to  (af 
as  much,  paid  the  fifth  article  due  attention,  or  painted  its 
ill  confequences  in  colours  fufficien'tly  ftriking.     By  that  ar- 
ticle his  Majcfty  engaged  to  cede  in  full  right  the  ,Iflands  of 
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St.  Pierre  and  Miqaelon.    Let  the  Houfe  rccbUcft  the  fiti»« 
tion  of  thefe  ifl^nds,  and  let  them  confider  what  advantage 
the  being  enabled  to  fortify  them  would  give  France  I     Hi- 
therto as  fooQ  as  ever  hoftiltties  commenced  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  we  were  enabled,  as  had  been  done  the 
laft  war,  to  feize  upon  her  fifheries  and  her  fdamen,  and  fte 
the  plain  and  obvious  realbn  that  her  {liberies  were  unpro- 
te£led.     Hereafter,  this  important  power  would  no  longer 
exift  •;  by  fortifying  the  two  iflands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquc- 
Ion,  France  would  be  as  capable  of  carrying  on  her  New- 
foundland fifhery,  in  time  of  war  as  in  time  of  peace,  and  at 
the  fame  time  would  have  it  in  her  power  to  annoy  and  diP- 
trefs  us  exceedingly.     He  called  to  recolledion,  the  conduft 
of  the  Rreat  ftatefman  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  with  refpcft  to 
that  fifhery.     The  prcfcnt  adminiftration,  his  lordfhip  ob- 
ferved,  had  the  name  and  abilities  of  that  great  minifler ;  he 
wiflied  to  God,  it  had  alfo  had  the  experience  and  the  influ- 
ence ;  had  that  been  the  cafe,  he  was  perfoaded  France  never 
would  have  been  able  to  obtain  fuch  terms.     In  the  negocia- 
tioxi  for  1762,  France  knew,  Mr.  Pitt  would  not  confent  to 
enable  her  to  make  herfelF  ftrong  againft  another  war.     They 
then  undoubtedly  wiflied  as  much  as  now  to  obtain  a  pro- 
teftton  for  their  fifhery^  but  they  knew  that  mtniftcr  was  too 
clear  fighted  and  too  firm  a  negotiator  to  conicnt  to  grant  any 
thing  that  could  hereafter  be  eafily  turned  to  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  his  country.     Hence  they  required  not  a  reftoration 
ofthe  fortrefs  of  Louilbourg,  and  Cape  Breton,  but  afked 
for  V  Ifle  Resale  (fo  they  termed  Bclle*Ifle)  for  the  (ble 
purpofe  of  amrding  a  fhclter  for  their  fiihcrmen,  and  it  was 
ceded  to  them  under  the  exprefs  conditions  of  their  ufing  it 
for  DO  other  purpofe.     His  Lordfhip  next  mentioned  the  ad- 
vantage France  derived  from  having  the  place  of  her  fifhery 
change^  froiti  the  eaftern  to  the  weftem  fide  of  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundland,  (the  new  limits  exceeding  the  old  ones,)  and 
lie  dwelt  for  feqie  time  on  the  reftoration  of  St.  Lucia,  and 
ceflion  of  Tobajjo,     He  alfo  pointed  out  the  manifcft  fupc- 
riority  granted  to  France  in  Africa,  and  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  articles  relative  to  the  Eaft  Indies.     Upon  the 
whole,  he  faid,  he  was  convinced  France  had  obtained  terms 
from  us,  more   advantageous  to  her  than  Ihe  had  any  fort 
of  right  to  infift  on,,  and  more  humiliating  to  us,  than  every 
circumftance  coniidered,  we  ought  to  have  granted.     When 
he  came  to  fpeak  on  the  treaty  with  the  United  States,  he  de- 
clared that  was,  if  poifible,  ftill  more  liable  to  objcftion,  be- 
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caufe  America  had  lefs  povifer  to  force  her  requtlitions.     After 

Eii^  through  the  feveral  articled,  and  dwelling  upon  the 
Bndaries  being  fo  cxten£ve,  the  cefltoos  fe  great,  and  the 
total  want  of  any  fort  of  reciprocity,  or  mutoal  advantage, 
he  came  to  the  article  rcfpeCVing  the  JLoyalidf,  which  he  faid 
be  never  could  regard  but  as  a  lailing  monoment  of  national 
di%race.  Nor  was  this  article,  ia  his  opinion,  more  re- 
proadtfol  and  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  gratitude  of 
Great  Britain  than  it  appeared  to  be  wanton  and  unaecef-* 
faiy.  Had  we  not  enough  of  America  in  our  hands  to  hav« 
coiapeUed  Congrefs  to  have  done  joftice  to  that  unfortunate 
deicription  of  men,  who  had  almoit  a  right  to  expeA  ^»e 
Ihould  have  continued  the  war,  rather  than  have  abandoned 
them^?  The  honourable  gentleman,  who  made  the  nMtion, 
had  aiked,  if  thofe  gentlemen,  who  thou^t  the  profent  peace 
not  fiifficiently  advantageous  to  Great  Britain,  confidering 
her  circumftances,  would  confcnt  to  pay  the  amount  of  ex* 
pence,  another  campaign  would  have  put  us  to  for  the  degree 
of  advantage  they  mfghi  think  we  had  a  rigiit  to  exped  ?  In 
anfwer  to  wis,  he  declared  for  one  he  bad  rather,  laige  as  the 
fom  ia  queftion  was,  have  had  it  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  that 
Great  Britain  fliould  apply  it  to  makiiig  good  the  lones  of 
the  Loyal^,  than  that  they  {hould  have  been  fo  fhamefullsf 
deferted,  and  the  national  honour  10  pointedly  difgraced,  astt 
was  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  die  United 
States*  Had  that  plan  been  adopted,  all  Europe  would  have 
feeo,  that  no  misfortunes  of  war,  no  diniinution  of  power, 
could  leiTen  the  high  fenfe  of  honour  Great  Britain  had  ever 
entertained,  and  uniformly  aAcd  up  to  on  every  former  oc* 
cafioo.  The  matter  would  have  been  then  done  publicly, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  wosid ;  now,  whatever  minifters  were 
able  to  obtain  for  the  Lovalifts,  muft  be  by  fecret  negotia- 
tion, confequently  the  juftice  government  ultimately  might 
do  thoie,  who  had  fuch  ample  claims  upon  this  country^ 
being  done  in  private  would  by  ho  means  remove  the  odium 
and  the  fttgma  thrown  upon  the  national  chara£ter«  His 
Lordfhip  in  the  courie  of  bis  arguments,  refpeAing  At  Loy« 
alifts,  referred  to  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  and  contended  that 
by  that  treaty,  Spain  and  Holland  had  a&ed  much  more  ho* 
Bourably.  After  fpesiking  for  a  eonfukrable  time,  and  touch- 
ing upon  all  the  various  ide^s  naturally  fuggefted  by  the  Tub- 
jed,  his  Lordfliip  concluded  with  declaring  he  ftiouLd  vote  for 
the  amendment  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord* 

. .  Mr, 
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Mr.  Secre-       Mr,  Secretary  Town/bend  next  faid,  though   he  thought  it 
J^^  °*"'  ncccffary  to  rife,  in  order  to  remove  the  unfair  imp refiions, 
that  the  \wo  noble  lords  had  endeavoured  to  excite  in  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  be  (hould  neverthelefs  referve  himfislf  to 
anfwer  any  queftions  that  might  be  put  to  him,  having  come 
down  to  the  Houfe  fully  prepared  for  that  purpoie«     Ic  was 
not,  he  obferved,  a  little  extraordinary,  that  the  .principal 
ground  upon  which  the  amendment  had  been  moved,  Ihould 
be,  that  the  Houfe  had  not  yet  coniidered  the  treaties.     Did 
the  noble  Lords,  who  ufed  this  argument,  recoiled,,  that 
the  treaties  had  then  been  near  three  weeks  upon  the  tabic, 
thatfcarce  a  day  had  pafled  in  all  that  time,  in  which,  fomc- 
how  or  other,  they  had  not  been  brought  into  debate,  and 
that  it  had  beeorepea  ediy  faid,  ^^  when  will  you/ufFertbem 
to  be  taken  into  our  contideration  }     Appoint  a  day  for  their 
difcuiSon.     It  is  high  time  that  the  Houfe  fhquld  give  their 
opinion  upon  them."  and  fuch  fort  of  language.     Yet  now  it 
was  af{e£^ed  to  be  faid,  that  fufficient  time  had  not   been 
afforded  for  their  confideration.     The  inconfiftency  of  this 
condud  was  too  obvious  to  need  much  argument  to  prove  it 
more  plainly.  .  Ai^plc  time  had  been  afforded,  and  that  day 
■had  been  fet  apart  for  the  difcuffion  of  the  feveral  treaties ; 
rotnifters  were  defiroas  tha^t  chey  Ihould  be  difcoiled  in  the 
fulleft  manner,  and  all  that  was  afked  by  the  amendment 
was,  that  theHouie  would  thank  his  Majeffy  for  laying  the 
treaties  before  them,  and  declare  their  readincfs  to  adhere  to 
the  feveral  articles  of  each.     With  regard  to  the  argument  of 
the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  that  he  could  tiat  give 
his  approbation  to  the  peace,  and  that  had  he  not  beAi  called 
upon  to  offer  incenfe  to  the  minifters,  he  fhould  have  re* 
mained  filent ;  upon  his  word,  Mr.TownQiend  faid,  had  not 
the  noblC'Lord  uood  fo  long  upon  his  legs,  be  Hiould  have 
thought  he  had  been  talking  in  his  ilecp,  and  dreaming  of 
,  fome  of  thofe  fulfome  addrefles  crammed  with  the  groileft 
adulation  to  Government,  that  had   been  fo  often  moved 
when- that  noble  Lord  was  at  the  head  of  his  Majefty's  coun- 
cils.    In  the  prefent  addrefs  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  ap« 
pearance  of  flattery  to  the  King's  fcrvants  ;  on  the  contrary, 
'particular  care  had  been  taken  that  it  fhould  be  drawn  in  as 
unexceptionable  a  form  as  po({iblc,  he  was   not  therefore 
furprized  at  hearing  fuch  idle  arguments  fct  up  againft  it  as 
the  Houfe  had  liftencd  to ;  no  folid  objection,  he  was  per* 
fuadcd,  could  be  oppoled  to  it.     That  peace  was  tiecellary, 
he  believed,  no  man  would  contradict.     Nay,  one  honour* 

able 
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able  gentleman  had  felt  tbi#   neccffity  fo  ftrongfy,,  that  ij«  - 

lately  *icclared  that  almost  any  peace,  and  for  any  time  of 

duration,  however  (hor^i,  was  defirablc.     The  peace  that  had 

been  made,  Mr.  S^raiary  faidj  upon  a  fair  and  candid  con- 

iideration  of  tbr  circumftanccs  of  the  country^  would,  be 

trufted,  he  found  to  be  a  p^ace  as  good  as  we  had  a  right  to 

ex  reft,  ?nd  a*peacc  thatprdmifed  to  be  permanent.     In  order 

to  jac'gc  of  the  Preliminary  Treaties  with  France  and  Spain 

properly,  gentlemen  ought  to  turn  their  eyes  back  to  tha 

concluuoD  of  the  la  ft  war,  and  fee,  while  we  had  the  afcen-« 

dancy,  what  humiliating   terms  we  obliged  the  Houfe  of 

Bourbon  to  fuhlcribe  to ;  they  would  then  feel  that  it  was 

natural  for  France  and  Spain  in  adjufting  the  prefcnt  peaco 

to  infift  on  our  reftoring  what  we  had  then  taken  fronb  them, 

and  neverthelefs  they  would  find,  that  confiderin    France,  as 

the  head  and  mover  of  the  powerful  confederacy  in  anns 

agdinft  Great  Britain,  die  bad  been  moderate  in  her  requiii* 

tions,  and  had  alked  for  nothing  materially  difadvantagcous 

to  Great.  Hritain.     Byway  of  proving  this,  Mr.  Secretary  ^ 

Townihend  went  into  an  examination  of  the  arguments  of 

Lord  North  and  Lord  Mulgrave,  and   particularly   noticed 

what  bad    been  faid,    on   allowing  the    French    to  fortify 

St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon.     He  declared,  fie  had  convrrfcd 

upon  the  fubje6t  with  fome  of  tbe  iirft  officers  in  the  fervice, 

and  they  had  uniformly  delivered  their  fentiments  in  a  way 

direfily  oppoiite  to  that,  in  which  the  noble  Lords  had  fpo^ 

Jcen  ;  each  perfon,  to  whom  he  had  ftarted  the  ca(e,  alTuring 

him  that  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended  from  any  fortifica-« 

tioas  the  French  could  raife  on  thefe  iiland5i,  but  that  in  z 

future  war  her  filhctics  would. remain  as  much  at  our  mercy 

as  ever.     With  refpcft  to  the  changing  the  place  allotted  thi 

French  to  fifh  on  the  banko  of  Newfoundland,  from  the 

eaftern  to  the  weflern  fide  of  the  iflanci,  and  allowing  thecn 

to  fifh  from  Cape  St.  John  to  Cape  Ray,  that  was  a  matter 

he  little  expedled  to  have  heard  fdund  fault  wiih,  becaufehc 

bad  always  underftood  the  fiflnery  was  not  fo  produ£\ive  on 

that  fide  the  iiland  as  on  the  other,  and  certainly  the  greater 

the  diftance  between  ^he  French  iifhery  and  ours,  the  lefs  it 

was   likely  that  quarrels  and  diiputes  fhould    arife.     Mr, 

Townfbend  entered  into  a  difcuffionoC  the  arguments  ufed 

againft  the  other  articles  refpcftihglhc  reftoraiionof  St.  Lucia 

and  the  ceiSon  of  Tobago,  and  the  ceffion  of  the  river  Senc* 

gal,  and  of  the  forts,  fcttlements,  and  illands  in  Africa,  all 

pf  whi^h  he  defended  on  the  ground  cither  of  unavoicUhie 

necclhty^ 
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MuSiiff  6r  that  thtj  were  fe^rccly  worth  etir  keeping. 
'  With  regftrd  to  tlie  cei&ons  in  Indfwi  be  declared  they  were 
•nde  under  the  ccgnizance  and  with  tHc  cooftnt  of  the  Court 
of  DireOors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  who  ceruinly  beft 
knew  their  own  interefti.     As  to  the  nxteench  article,  not« 
witfaftanding  what  had  been  that  day  faid  upon  the  necefSty 
of  firft  feeing  the  treaty  with  Holland,  before  mitleoien 
could  vote  it,  he  was  {till  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  ftverj 
wav  improper  for  miniflers  to  ilate  the  nature  of  any  treaty 
which  was  then  under  negotiation,  and   not  broaght  to  a 
conclufion  ;  be  would,  however,  venture  to  declare,   that 
Great  Britain  would    derive  many  advantages   from   that 
treaty,  but  he  would  not  fay  Trincomale  was  not  to  be  given 
Dp.     Having  noticed  the  moft  material  ol^cAions  that  had 
been  ftarted  againft  the  Preliminaries  with  France,  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Townfhcnd  defended  the  ceflion  of  Minorca  and  Eaft 
Florida  to  Spain,  upon  grounds  iimllar  to  thofe  upon  which 
Mr.  Ihomas  Pitt  had  reafoaed ;  and  laft  of  all  be  came  to 
the  confideratioo  of  the  Provifional  Treaty  with  America; 
his  defence  of  which,  he  began  with  reminding  gentlemen* 
that  by  the  refoluticnof  that  Uoufe  laft  year,  a  padlock  had 
been  put  upon  the  Britrfh  fword,  and  it  thence  clearly  be- 
came the  duty  of  it>inifters  to  conclude  a  peace  with  America 
as  foon  as  poffible.     The  ftaiute,  that  enabled  his  Majefty  to 
{rant  the  independence,  paved  the  way  to  it,  and  thefe  lead* 
ing  circomftanccs  coi^dered,  be  contended,  that  .the  peace 
^as  unexceptiooable.     That  the  treaty  bad  not  proceeded 
upon  narrow-minded  principles  on  our  part»  he  was  ready  to 
admit,  and  he  trafted  that  the  Houfe  in  general  would  agree, 
that  as  it  was  obviocrily  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  to  efta- 
jblifh  as  dofe  a  commercial  conne£lion  as  poflible  between 
this  country  and  the  United  States,  it  became  the  peculiar 
liuty  of  minifters  fo  to  fettle  the  treaty,,  that  there  fliould 
Dot  appear  in  tt  any  thing  illiberal,  or  expreflive  of  anxiety 
in  Great  Britain,  to  keep  back  any  thing  the  United  States 
might  juftly  expeft.    With  regard  to  the  obfervation  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  that  the  Americans  being 
no  longer  Britifh  fubjefts,  had  no  longer  a  right  to  thefifhcry 
which  they  had  formerly  enfoyed,  he  hoped  to  God  that  fort 
of  diftinfiion  would  never  be  made,  but  that  we  ihould  con- 
tinue to  confidcr  the  Americans  as  our  brethren,  and  give 
thtm  as  little  reafon  as  poflible  to  feel  that  they  were  not  Britifh 
fubjeds.     But  that  matter  out  of  the  queftion,  how  were  we 
10  prevent  the  Aoericana  from  ii&ing  as  they  ufed  to  do,  or 

why 
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why  fhoold  we  deiire  it  ?  The  produce  of  their  ii{heriet  . 
might  in  a  manner  be  deemed  the  American  ftaple,  and  what 
detriment  could  their  ftill  enjoying  it  poilibly  do  to  Great 
Britain  }  We  never  Tent  out  our  Ihips  till  about  June.  an4 
the  American  ii(hery  was  principally  carried  on  in  Nlarch. 
Without  therefore  it  was  thought  of  fo  much  confequence  at 
to  warrant  our  keeping  an  armed  force  conftantly  upon  the 
ftation,  it  would  be  morally  impoffible  for  us  to  prevent  it. 
He  next  adverted  to  the  boui)daries,  the  extCDfivenefs  o£ 
which  he  defended  on  arguments  of  general  policy  and  partt« 
CQlar  ncceffity.  By  the  different  charters  he  (he  Ared  that  the 
different  proirinces  had  various  degrees  of  extent  towards  the 
northward,  particufarly  Virginia  ;  and  as  to  the  line  drawn 
by  the  ftatute  book  for  Canada,  to  which  the  noble  Lord  ha4 
alluded)  a  very  little  reflefUon  furely  would  (iiffice  to  con-* 
ymce  every  gentleman  that  the  attempting  to  enforce  that 
line  would  have  irritated  America,  and  revived  that  fpirit  o^ 
refentmeni,  which  it  was  now  our  buiinefs  to  quiet,  Th^ 
ftatute  in  qaeftion  was  the  Quebec  aft,  pafled  in  1774,  an 
aft  by  no  means  relifhed  in  America  ;  inftead,  therefore^  of 
adverting  to  that  line,  or  the  line  defcribed  by  proclatnation, 
it  bad  been  bought  letter  to  fix  a  new  boundary,  fair,  jutt, 
and  liberal,  and  fuch  as  the  Americans  themfclves  approved* 
With  regard  to  the  fur  trade,  and  all  the  arguments  built 
opon  that  lubjed,  iaterefted  individuals  might  at  firft  raife  a 
clamour,  but,  in  great  national  tran(a£lions,  the  public  good 
moft  be  the  predominant  objeft  ;  nor  was  the  trade  fo  much 
injured,  as  Tome  people  would  have  the  public  to  believe; 
enough  of  Canada  was  ftill  left  for  the  carrying  on  of  that 
trade ;  and  he  ever  underftood  it  to  be  a  general  maxim^ 
that,  in  proportion  as  fruits  were  better,  the  farther  ibuth 
they  grew  ;  fo  furs  were  the  beft  which  came  from  countries 
the  moft  northern.  The  noble  Loid,  who  had  complained 
of  his  not  having  fufficient  information,  upon  the  fub)e£V,  t9 
be  able  to  give  a  vote  for  the  addrefs  that  had  been  movcid^ 
faady  nevertheleis,  with  a  wonderful  degree  of  circumftan* 
tial  detail,  adverted  to  every  matter  ftated  in  each  of  the 
treaties,  and  among  other  things  he  had  Ipcnt  a  great  deal  of 
time,  in  delcribmg  the  various  fort^  that  had  been  built  in 
North  America,  and  the  great  expence  their  ercftion  had 
coft  this  country,  which  were  all  by  the  new  boundaries 
ceded  to  America.  The  building  of  thefe  forts  at  fuch  an 
enormous  expence,  Mr.  Townfhcnd  faid,  had  been  one  of 
the  great  foUies  and  profufions  of  the  public  money,  that  had 
Vol,  IX.  Mm  diftipgui&e^ 
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diftingoiflied  die  ad minift ration  of  the  noble  Lord.  Many 
of  the  forts  were  built  in  the  bed  manner  at  an  imnienle  ex- 
pence  to  the  nation,  when  mere  blockhoufes,  or  abbattis 
would  have  anfwcred  the  purpofe  every  way  as  well,  Snd 
not  have  cofl:  one  half  of  the  money.  With  rcfpeft  to  one  of 
them,  upon  which  the  noble  Lord  had  laid  great  ftrefs, 
[Detroit]  if  a  fort  was  ncccflary  there,  a  new  one  might 
cafily  be  ercfted  on  theother  fide  of  the  water,  and  at  a  fmaU 
tfxpcnce.  Having  urged  this  as  a  reply  to  Lord  North*s  ar- 
gument upon  that  head,  Mr.  Townmend  faid,  that  the  ar- 
ticle refpeding  the  Loyalifts,  gave  him  as  much  concern  as 
ft  could  do  any  other  gentleman  ;  but  it  had  been  impoflible 
.to  avoid  it,  the  Commiffioners  on  the  part  of  America  hav- 
fng«  again  and  again  declared,  that  they  were  inftruded  to 
infift  on  it :  if  the  Britifh  commiffioners  therefore  had  re- 
fafcd  to  accede  to  it^  the  treaty  muft  have  been  broken  ofF, 
and  much  time  would  have  been^  loft.  He  was  ready  to  ad- 
mit, that  many  of  the  Loyalifts  had  the  ftrongeft  claims 
upon  this  country  ;  and  he  trufted,  (hould  the  recommenda* 
tion  of  Congrefs  to  the  American  States  prove  unfuccefsful, 
which  he  flattered  himfelf  would  not  be  the  cafe,  this  coun- 
try would  feel  itfelf  bound  in  honour  to  make  them  full  com- 
penfation  for  their  loflTes.  The  noble  Lord,  he  obferved; 
had  complained  principally  of  the  exception  that  was  made  in 
the  ahicle,  which  excluded  thofe  who  had  borne  arms  from 
the  recommendation  which  Congrefs  engaged  itfelf  to  make. 
Undoubtedly  this  exception  was  much  to  be  lamented  ;  but 
would  the  noble  Lord,  or  any  other  gentleman,  fay,  that  the 
whole  of  the  Lqvalifts  were  to  be  given  up  for  a  part  ?  Let 
them  recolleft,  that  Lord  Cornwallis,  in  his  c^itulation  at 
York  town,  had  a£ted  in  a  fimilar  manner,  and  doubtlefs  for 
^milar  reafons.  After  dwelling  upon  this  point  for  fome 
time,  and  telling  Lord  North,  that  if  there  was  any  thing 
particularly  difadvantageous  in  any  of  the  treaties,  he  ought 
CO  be  the  laft  mctnber  of  the  Houfe  who  fhould  complain,  as 
the  peace  wa^  in  faft  of  his  own  making,  all  the  difficulties 
and  unpleafantcilrcumftances  attending  it,  having  arifen  from 
his  mal-adminiftratidn  of  the  public  affairs,  Mr.  Townfhcnd 
concluded  with  expreffihg  a  hope,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe 
would  go  with  the  addrels  as  originally  moved. 

The  Speaker  here  left  the  chair  for  a  minute  or  two.     On 
his  return, 

Mr.  Secretary  Totvn/hend  faid,  if  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 

ttiT  Tpwtt-  '''**^*"^  would  vote  /or  the  addrefs,  he  would  agree  to  his 

mad.  ^  'amendment* 

4'  Lord 
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'  Lord  North  /aid,  he  could  not  agree  to  the  address.  •  ■  •  Ld.  North. 
Mr.  Burke  was  very  pleafant  in  his  remarks  on  the  i^OirffAfr.  Burke« 
dcfty  of  the  addrefk  At  the  begianiog  of  the  ieiiion  Mi-; 
niftcrs  had  been  very  verbofe,  becaufe  when  men  diffign  tdi 
perform  little,  they  prqaiife  a  great  deal*  Now  that*  Miftif^'* 
tcrs  had  given  away  to  the  enemiesof  this  country  idynfenfi^ 
poflTcilions,  few  words  were  jgdged  to  be  wifeft  :  but,  pciH 
haps,  the  country  would  deem  the  verboie  addrefs  lefs  ex-* 
ceptionable,  than  that  which  was  defended  on  the  ground  of 
its  modcfty  \  at  lead,  he  was  fure  the  country  .would  lefs  feel 
the  confequences  of  the  one  than  of  the  other  ;  but  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  had  adopted  a  ftyle  of  reafooim^  fitfoc 
the  dpfence  of  fuch  condu£l.  ^^  True,  fays  hc,rthe  peacd 
Is  a  bad  one,  but  could  you  have  made  a  better  ?  Miicji  haa 
been  given  to  the  enemy^  but,  thapk  God,  thadn^u^hiis  a 
heap  of  rubhifh."  France,  faid  Mft  Burke, ,  has  obtained 
Tobago  and  St.  Lucie  in.  the  .Weft  Indies,  a  d3nge«ousHet«* 
tent  of  fi(hery,  all  the  forts  and  (iland^r  in  Africa,  and  a  cUf* 
trift  in  the  Eaft  Indies>  ^vhicb  cannot  J&il  to  render  Franet -si 
formidable  enemy,  w.i^eneve,r  war  fha^H  again  break  out.  ^^ 
Spain 4^6  have  celled  Fail. Florida,  iind gu;KaQtted  W#9  FI07 
rida  and  Minorca.  To^. America. We>  had  given  an  unlimit^ 
extent  of  territory,  part  of  the  province  of r Canada^  a  ngl|t 
of  fiihery,  and  other  extiraordinary  oeflivns^^  and  yet  tht  righ| 
honourable  Secretary  tells  the  Hqufe,  that  what  •we  have  qpn-» 
ceded  is  of  little  worth  to.  us,  andj-in  effe<El,  aheapof^rub* 
bifh.     The  right  honourahte  Scjcrcta^ry,  be  contended,  for*  . 

fot  that  this  depi-eciation  of  wHa^  we-had  ceded  tOrFra^ice,^ 
pain,  and  to  America  ,but  ill  jigreedr  wkb  his  .-other,  an^ 
indeed  his  chief  arguiiDent  indeffence  of  the  peace  ;  namely> 
that  being  triumphant  at  the- end  of  the  laft  war,  we  infift$ri 
on  terms  humiliating  to  th)e;Ho)»re'<oC-BourbQp,  and  that 
now  the  Houfe  of  Bourboq,.  having /the  turn  of  the*fc^ea4 
the  fortune  of  war,  had  a  right  told tAate  terms  of  peiaoe  fd 
Yis;  and  it  was  natural  to  exf!$£t;  thatilh^0ipiil4  hlfifts^ 
having  thofe  humiliating  terms  reverfed.    %  FraiKSs.  then  ib 
moderate  in  the  bout  of  her' triumph,  ^hat^lhe  ist<3ontentfl4 
.with  a  merei  nominaltcei^on  }  Doe^  a  heap  of  rubbifl^  g'*^^^' 
fy  her  ambition  ?  Modj^ft  Houfe  of  Bourbon  !  tUnnble  io 
profperity,  felf-dei\ying,   when  lh<i  cowld .  1)eft  feed  her  va- 
nity and  her  iniereft  !  —  Havin>  pu{hed  this  ppint  wilb  c^^bh 
fidcrabte  force  of  ridicule,  Mr..  Burke  ^weot  inio-a  curfc^vy 
review  of  the  feveral  tteatjes,  and  pairti«i|lar ly  laid  his  ^$%i% 
on  ihe  ceSona  to  FmHeein  ttte  £aft  In(ii(i«4 ,  He  paintttd-itie 
.     .  M  sn  9  artidcii 
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'Hrticles  tHarf elated  tb'ihnfubjca^sdifadvanrageous  in  the 
HhftT^mcy  «ihd'td6k  notWc  df  Mn  T.  Piii*^  remark,  that  we 
Irad'nbthingtQ  fe^r  in  that  qaai^er,  >vhil«  wc  had  a  great 
(Ireneral  arida  gfeat  Stat^fman  at  the  head  of  aiFairs  there. 
With  t-egard  ro  the  General,  60  rnxn^  he  laid,  had  a  higher 
dfimfli^n  of  hi^t)'raTery,  his  condufk,  and  his  wirdoin,  than 
b^liiaid-;  fOniKrh  had  been  done  for  his  country  by  his  jitdg- 
iTient  and  his  valoor,  that  evory  thing  was  to  l)e  expected  at 
His  hands  thit  tnilitary  fkill  could  atchiove  :  bat  he  muft 
differ  ^ith  fegard  to  the  gentleman  defcribtd  as  a  great  ftatef- 
ihan.  '  -(^erhaps  that  great  ft^teftnan  would  be  proved  to  be  a 
great  delinqaent,  and  that  his  prcijeAs  of  extending  the  ter« 
fitorial  acquifitiom  of  the  country  had  nearly  ruined,  not 
only  our  commercial  interefis  in  India,  but  our  very  exif- 
ffcnce  in  that  <}uarter  of  the  globe.  Having  argued  tfaia 
if&ry  ftrongW*  he  cime  to  a  coniideration  of  the  Treaty 
wrai  Che  United  Statos;  a  treaty,  which  in  its  pre- 
ciR'bIt  declared  reciprocal  advantage  and  mutual  convenience 
fb  be  its'bslis,  but  which  was'fuH  of  the  moft  important  con- 
ditions on  our  part,  without  the  I'malleft  balance,  or  eqai- 
Joife  1^  fttpport  that  reciprocity,  it  U>  much  boafted.  Had 
e  been  worthy  toadvife  Mtnifters  in  making  that  treaty  he 
faid,  Ife  Would  have  advifed  them  not  to  mention  fuch  a  word 
Is  rccipt^ocity.  If  the  terms,  from  the  neccffity  of  our  fitoa- 
^n,  Were  obliged  to  be  fucb  as  were  replete  with  difgraceful 
conCeffion,  to  talk  of  reciprocity  was  adding  infult  to  inju* 
ry«  in  Tike -manner,  if  what  this  country  owed  the  LoyaU 
ifta  e=Ot>ld  not  he  obtained,  (and  why  it  could  not,  he  was  at 
ll^fofs  to  lln^ne)  he  Would  not'have  faid  one  fyUable  about 
thofe  moft  uffhlippy  men.  Better  to  have  left  the  whole  to 
feture  negotiation,  and  fo  have  been  totally  filent  upon  the 
luhjeft  in  the  treats,  lhan  to^hafve  confenred  to  have  fet  oor 
k^i^ds  'to  a  groft  Hbel  6n*  the  national  character,  and  in  one 

SagrtiAUs  article' plunged  the  dagger  into  the  hearu  of  (he 
toyalifts^  and  manifefted  out  own  impotency,  ingiatitttde^ 
QtiMt  dfigrtfte*  lilr.'Burke faid|  th^re  were  fome  of  the  Loy* 
'irttfts- whoTe  condu8  he  never  bad  approved,  beeaufe  he  had 
-toeerl^rrttMed  iC'ted  totnifchief  and  roiii:  but  l^e  had  no 
fyight'cofayi  that  even  fuch  of  them  as  he  had  defcnbed 
-i^ht  nm  be  iffflaene<ed  by^motives^of  purity,,  and  looking  at 
-tfiairs  thfoogh'the  tneditfm  of  prejudice,  inftil  into  othera 
^thdfe  erf ofieoos' notions  which  they  themfclves  had  iinbib^ 
•'tftd  wHieh  they^'^firMly  believed.  At  any  rate,  it  muft  be 
'4^^^'0ii  ^  baA«k,^that  a  YKft'dwil^r  ofHhe  Loyalifts  had 
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been  deluikd  by  this  conntry,  and  b«d  riiqued  every  tbiog 
in  OUT  caofe ;  to  fuch  men  the  nation  owed  proteftioo,  and 
its  booonr  was  pkdgcd  for  tbeir  fecurity  at  all  hazards.  How 
£ir  any  description  of  the  refugeM  merited  the  titles  of 
Vipers  and  Traitors  beftowed  on  them  by  the  bonourabte 
gentleman  who  moved  the  address,  he  would  leave  the  worl4 
to  inci9gine.  He  faw  no  uie,  however,  in  abufiog  and  villify* 
ing  thofe  whom  we  had  (hamefally  abandoned.  He  took 
notice  of  Mr  Powys's  attack  on  that  fide  the  Honfe  for  tkp 
coalition  ftated  to  have  been  formed  that  day,  and  main* 
tained  that  there  was  nothing  heterogeneous  in  fuch  ^n  alli- 
ance, if  any  (uch  had  been  formed,  which  be  was  yet  to 
learn.  He  bid  thofe  that  held  fuch  an.  ppmion  look  at  the 
Treafary  Bench  at  that  moment,  and  fee  the  learned  Lord  « 
fitting  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  hit 
honourable  friend  the  Secretary  of  State,  .  He  reminded  the 
Hoofe  of  the  fre<^oent  fpeeches  of  the  latter,  in  oppolition 
to  that  adminiftration  which  the  learned  Lord  had  on  all  oc«^ 
'cafi' ns  fupported ;  and  after  creating  fome  laugjiter  at  the 
expeoce  of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  reverted  to  his  ori«' 
gioal  s^rgument,  that  the  peace  wars  difadvantageous  and  dif* 
graceful.  In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Powys's  declaration,  that  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  was  the  caufe  of  it,  he  fatd, 
k  by  no  means  followed  that  we  muft  fubmit  to  any  terms^ 
becaufe  the  war  had  been  calamitous  and  unfortunate.  The 
fisccefs  of  the  laft  campaign  gave  us  advantage  ground,  and 
we  had  a  right  either  to  have  conceded  lefs,  or  to  have  obr 
tained  more. 

The  LorJ  AJvocati  ridiculed  the  line  of  condufi  purfued  'THe  Lor4 
by  the  other  iide  of  the  Houfe,  and  contended  that  the  Advocate 
addrefs  that  had  been  onginally  moved,  was  fuch  as  ought 
to  pafs.  He  .faid^  it  did  nothing  <inore  than  exprefs  the 
gratitude  of  the  Hoofe  to  hia  Majefty  for  having  obtaine^i 
the  bleffings  of  peace  for  the  country.  Would  any  man  fay« 
that  peace  was  not  a  blefling?  Wonld  any  man  fay,  that,  m 
the  prdent  fituation  of  the  country,  that  bleffing  wa^  not  ar^* 
dentlyandanxionily  tobede^red?  The  honourable  gentleman^ 
Jwho  moved  the  addrcf^^,  had  given  (them  the  moft  convincing 
and  melancholy  proofs  that  peace  was  abfol'utely  necefiary* 
He  had  ftated  that  we  were  deeply  plunged  in  debt,  that  we 
Jiad  fpent  more  in  carrying  on  nhe  war  juft  concluded,  than 
any  former  war  .had  coft  the  nation,  even  that  in  which  the 
Doke  of  Marlborough  obtained  (o  many  glorious  viAbcita 
'fi>r>tbiaxoiintTy«  That  we  woseiwHbontaQaUy^and.without 

(elburces« 
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refeurc^s.   '  Under  fuch  citcumftances,  having  X)btaioed  a 
jieace^  what  objedion  could  there  be  to.  agreeing  to  a  plain, 
abd  natural  addrefs  to  the  Crown,  thanking  hu  Majefty  for 
having  cHufecf  the  Preliminary  and  Provisional  Arricle&  to  be 
Itfid   b«fbre   the   Hodfe,  and  cxpreiling  the  gratitude  of  the 
Houfff  for  his  Majedy^s  having  reftored  th^  kingdom  to  the 
blciltngs  cff  peace?  With  regard  to  the  amendment  that  had 
bven  moved,  the  mofe  he  confidered   it,  the.iliore  he  was 
Akrpnfed.  Could  not  the  two  noble  Lords,  in  the  honey^moon  of 
theiY  if/oeSj  have  begotten  a  more  vigorous  offspring?   Was 
fuch  a  i)c  kly  child  the  firft*born  of  fuch  able  parents,  and 
wtre^they  obliged  to   ufher  it  into   life  in  a  coniiition  fo 
ficketty  and  impotent.     Let  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  rib* 
*  band  confider  the  flate  of. that  day's  bofineis,  and  let  him 
then  fee,  if  it  was  not  more  confident  with  the  manly  fim- 
plicity  of  his  mind  to  vote  for  the  addrefs  originally  moved. 
fo  that  addrefs,  unexteptionable  as  he  contended  it  was  in 
every  point,  an  amendment  had  been  propofcd,  that  fwept 
Hway  alnioft  the  whole  of  it.     That  amendment  the  fagacity 
of  his  noble  friend  difcovered  to  be  inCufficicnt,  becaufeit 
made  no  mention  of  the  Loyahfts.     He  therefore  propofed 
t  farihe)*  amendment,  as  a  rider  upon  that  of  the  other  noble 
Lord,  and  thus  was  the  Houfe  called  upon  totinker  a  piece- 
meal addrefs,  which  af:er  all  did  no  more  than  the  addreis 
drigmaVly.  moved,   for   in  that  mention  was  made  of  the 
Loyalifts,  and  every  poffible  view  was  anfwered.     Having 
urged  this,  his^Lardihip  endeavoured  to  ihow,  that  the  noble 
Lord  in   the  blue  ribband   and  his  friends  could  not  con-* 
^    "       iiftently  vote  for  the  &-ft  anibendineht,  and  ihs^t  the  noble 
Lord  who  moved '.the  firft,  and  his. friends,  could  noc  co*n- 
fiftently  v6te  for  the  fccond  amendment.    .He  refted  his  ar- 
maments on  tfhefit  points  ^iefiy;  on  the  pro^effions  of  each 
of  the  "fr parate  parties  on  former  occa^ns*     He  bppofed  the 
one  to  the  other,  and  conteoded  that  it  was  utterly  irrecon- 
cileable  for  men,  who  had  held  opinions  fo  diametrically 
crppoiite,  the  one  to  the  other,  to  unite  on  a  point  in  which 
thofe  opinions  mnft,  in  a  manner,  joftle  againft  each  pther» 
He  defired  gentlemen,  before  they  condemned  the  prefeat 
peace,  to  Recoiled   what  had   been   their  former  opinioos 
vpon  tiie.  fubieft  of  peace*     Let  them  remember^  that  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  bad  faid,  early  in  the  feflton, 
that  peace  was  much  to  be  dcfired  ;  let  them  remember,  that 
ike  honourable  gentleman  in  his  eye  had  urged  the  necefBty 
of  peace  ftiil  more  Hrengly ;  and  let  .thtm  remember,  a  ci:r- 
\     .1  lata 


A.  1783,  DEBATES;-  aj^ 

taiQ  letter  that  had  been  written  to  the  inecliating  power  on 
the  fubjeft  of  a  peace  with  Holland  ;  nay,  he  would  be  coa<» 
lent  if  that  honourable  gentleman  would  forget  almoft  every 
thing  he  had  formerly  faid,  and  that  the  Houfe  fhould  forget 
it  likewife ;  let  them,  if  they  pleafed,  forget  all  they  had 
heard  in  the  early  part  of  the  prefent  feilion ;  let  them  forget 
all  they  had  heard  again  and  again  in  former  feflions ;  he 
would  only  beg  them  to  remember  a  few  remarkable  circum- 
fiances  that  had  happened  ten  months  ago,  when  an  honour- 
able gentleman  in  his  eye  had  declared  that  peace  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  had  prelfed  that  argument  with  all  has  elo- 
quence, and  had  alTcrted,  that  to  his  knowledge  peace  could 
be  obtained ;  nay,  that  he  was  fo  certain  of  it,  tbar^  much 
as  he  difliked  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  he  would 
even  confent  to  negotiate  for  him,  to  a£t  under  him  as  a 
clerk,  and  to  conclude  the  peace.  What  bad  been  the  noble 
Lord'f  aDlwer  ?  The  noble  Lord  had  faid,  **  He  would  not 
employ  a  negotiator  he  could  not  truft."  Let  gentlemen 
hold  this  memorable  offer,  and  no  lefs  memorable  rejection 
of  it  in  their  minds,  and  then  let  them  judge,  bow  far  the 
extraordinary  coalition  of  that  day  was  fit  to  be  fupported, 
and  how  it  was  poflible  for  men,  profeffing  fuch  oppofit^ 
feotiments  ten  months  ago,  to  unite  now  in  voting  againft 
the  prefent  addrefs.  But  wit(i  regard  to  the  ncccfUty  of  tlii^ 
peace,  let  them  call  tO  mind,  what  had  been  the  language  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  when  in  ofEce.  Had  he  not  then 
faid,  that  bad  as  things  had  appeared  to  him  formerly,  Uc 
had  found  them  to  be  much  worfe  than  he  had  defcnbed^; 
that  our  navy  was  in  the  moft  miferable  condition,  that  theiyi 
was  not  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  our  retrieving  our  affairs  by  .a 
continuance  of  the  war,  and  that  the  only  poflible  tneans  ^ 
faving  the  countty  from  abfolute  ruin  was  to  make  peace  !  * 
Could  thofe,  who  had  talked  in  this  flile,  condemn  the  pre* 
feot  peace?  What  was  the  reafon  that  had  altered  their 
opinion  ?  Our  navy,  indeed,  was  faid  to  be  in  a  great  and 
glorious  condition.  What !  that  navv,  now  great  and  glo- 
rious, which  but  ten  months  ago  had  been  mofl  wretched 
and  difgraceful !  Had  (hips  fprung  up  like  mufhrooois  ? 
Where  was  now  the  friend  of  the.  late  Admiralty  Board, 
who  would  affert,  that  the  modern  **  Alexander  had  con- 
quered with  Philip's  troops  ?*•  Where  were  thofe  who  had 
uniformly  fupported  the  cooduQ  of  the  noble  Earl  whp.had 
formerly  prefided  at  the  Admiralty  }  Would  they  join  with 
the  moft  marked  acculer  of  that  nobU  Earl*    After  urging 

this 
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this  fort  of  appeal  to  the  former  fpceches  and  traoCiftioas, 
with  an  air  of  fome  triumph,  the  learned  Lord  proceeded 
fo  a  confideration  and  defence  of  the  articles  of  the  peace. 
He  went  through  them  (eparately,  and  defended  each  opon 
drfJTerent  grounds.    With  regard  to  the  Eaft-Iodies,  he  faid^ 
our  polTeflions   there  muft  have  been  all  gone  but  for  the 
peace.     That  madman,  Governor  Hafiings,  by  undertaking 
the  Mahratta  war,  had  put  every  thing  to  the  hazard,  and  he 
did  not  think  we  could  have  held  a  foothiv  of  any  kind  in 
India  had  the  war  continued.     He  defended  Mi nifters  for 
having  refufed  to  produce  the  treaty  with  Holland,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  highly  impolitic  to  do  fo  pending  a  nego- 
ciation.     When  he  came  to  fpeak  of  the  Frovifional  Treaty 
with  the  United  States,  and  to  take  notice  of  what  had 
been   faid,  refpeding  the  boundary  of  Canada,  he  men« 
tinned  the  two  boundaries  before  defcribed,  viz.  'that  de« 
dared  by  proclamation,  and  that  by  the  Quebec  a£t.      He 
faid  he  was  not  in  parliament  when  the  latter  pafled,  but  if 
he  had  been,  in  all  probability  he  Ihould  have  voted  for  it, 
becaufe  he  was  free  to  fay  he  had  been  of  opinion  that 
America  could  have  been  coerced,  and  fubdued.     He  re- 
minded  the  Honfe,  however,  that  be  was  one  of  the  firft 
who  had  abandoned  that  opinion,  the  moment  the  war  ap* 
|>eared  to  hfi  imprafticabie.     He  accounted,  why  the  Que- 
Ifec  line  of    boundary  was  not  adopted,  and  argued  that 
the  boundary  prefcribed  by  the  articles  of  the  preient  treaty 
was  that  lean  likely  to  create  future  uneafinefs.     He  ftatecf, 
that  the  fbnrth  article,  that  ftipulating,  **  that  creditors  on 
either  fide  Ihould  meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the 
recovery  of  the  full  value  of  all  bona  fife  debts,^  as  an 
^    article  highly  beneficial  to  the  commercial  intercfts  of  this 
country.     Ab  aflertion  which  he  fupported,  by  declaring, 
that  he  had  a  letter  in  h'f«  pocket  from  the  merchants  of 
Glafgow,  defiring  him  to  thank  Minifters  for  that  article ; 
and  the  merchants  of  Glafgow,  he  faid,  had  a  full  third, 
if  not  twd  thirds  of  all  the  debts  due  from  America,  owing 
to  them.    With  regard  to  the  Loyalifts,  they  merited  every 
poffible  effort  on  the  part  of  this  country,  and  he  was  pcr- 
luaded  Minifters  had  done  all  they  could  for  them.     After 
gomg  through  the  whole  of  the  various  articles,  he  con- 
tended that  the  peace,  every  thing  confidered,  w^s  as  good 
a  one  as  we  had  any  right  to  expej>,  and,  before  it  was 
condemned,  it  ought  to  be  proved  that  a  better  could  have 
been  made.    He  bid  the  Uoufe  rccolIeA,  that  Mr.  Fox  had 

fof- 
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Formerly  Taid,  that  he  had  a  pe^ce  in  his  pocket ;  he  wifhed 
that  peace  to  be  produced,  in  order  that  the  Houfe  might 
compare  the  terms  of  it  with  thofe  of  that  upon  the  table, 
and,  from  a  Fair  comparifon,  judge  of  the  merits  of  both« 
He  pufhed  this  afgument  a  good  way,  and  at  length  faid,  ^ 
an  honourable  gentleman  who  bad  fpoken  early  in  the  de- 
bate, had  talked  of  the  loyal  refugees,  who  had  gone  over 
to  admini  ft  ration.  As  perhaps,  he  might  be  thought  to  be 
one  of  the  perfbns  alluded  to  under  that  defcription,  he 
would  take  that  opportunity  of  declaring  once  for  all,  that 
he  would  fupport  and  fLrengthen  any  government  conduced 
00  principles  that  he  approved.  The  Lord  Advocate  con- 
cluded with  urging  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  to 
irote  for  the  addreli. 

Governor  'Jahnjione  was  very  fevcre  in  his  ftriflurcs  on  Governor 
the  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  which  he  faid  appeared  J<'hniione. 
to  him  to  be  not  only  ignorantly  drawn,  but  to  give  away 
lands,  forts,  and  fiflieries,  which  the  Crown  had   no  legal 
power  to  cede.     He  pointed  out  the  ignorance  of  thofe  \iho 
drew  the  fecond  article,  in  which  it  was  ftated  as  one  part 
of  the  boundaries,  that  a  line  was  to  be  drawn   ''  alon(^  the 
middle  of  the  river  Miffiffippi,  until  it  (hould  interfe£t  the 
northeromoft  part  of  the  thirty-firft  degree  of  North  La-   ' 
titude.     This,  he  faid,  was  direft  nonfenfe;   there  was  no 
fuch  thing  as  a  northernmoft  part  of  a  degree,  and  fo  a  mere 
ichool-boy,    who  had  juft   began  to  look  into  a  book  of 
geography,  could  tell  Nlinifters.     He  dwelt  alfo  partic^^larly  , 
on  the  value  of  Eaft  Florida,  which   was  ceded  to   Spain, 
and  ftated,    that  when  he  was  appointed   Governor  of  it, 
two  commiflions  were  obliged  to   be  made  out,  in  confc- 
qoence  of  a  geographical   blunder   in  the  firft.     He  faid, 
Minifters   knew  not  the  value   of  that  province,  either  in 
point  of  fituatioD,  or  of  commercial  produce :  there  was  a 
bay   in  it,  called  the  bay  of  Efpiritu  Santo,  that  was  one 
of  the  finefl  harbours  in  tlie  world.     j]Mr.  Secretary  Town-, 
fend  looking  a  little  furprifed  at  this,  the  Governor  faid, 
'^  I  fee  the  Right  Hon,  Secretary  of  Siatc  is  ignorant  where 
the  bay  lies,"]     It  lies  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  on  the 
north-weft  fide  of  the  province,  is  called  Tampa   Bay,  or 
Eipintu  Santo,  and   is  one.  of  the  fineft  harbours  in   the 
world.     Infinitely  better  and  laore  healthy  than  the  Havan- 
oah.     There  the  (hips  are  eat  by  the  worms,  ;»nd  the  men 
arc  liaWe  to  much  ficknefs  ;  in  the  Bay  of  Efpiritu  Santo 
neither  of  thefc  inconvenicies  are  e^epcrienced.     After  dwel- 
Vol.  IX.  N  a  ling 
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ling,  upon  this  for  fome  time,  the  Governor  Went  into  a 
general  review  of  the  different  articles  of  the  peace,  and 
after  condemning  them  feyerely,  faid^  Minifters  on  this  oc- 
^calion,  with  an  air  of  confidence,  afk,  ^^  if  a  better  peace 
.pould  have  been  made  ?"    In  anfwer  to  that  he  would  only 
.fay,  *'  could  a  worfe  have  been  concluded  ?"  With    regard 
to  the  declaration  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  (he  DrreAors 
pf  the  Eaft-India  Company  were  fatisfied  with  the  articlei 
relative  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  he  faid,  he  was  perfe£lly  afto- 
ni(hed   at  fuch  an  aifertion.     Every  director  \ic  had  con- 
verfed  with  on  the  fubjeft  had  highly  difapprovcd  of  them, 
and,  to  his  knowledge,  the   botk  of  the  proprietors  con- 
demned them,  as  highly  injurious  to  their  interefts.     He  faw 
an  honourable  gentleman  ne^r  him,  however^  who  could  give 
the  Houfe  fome  information  on  the  fuhje£t,  and  he  hoped  that 
honourable  gentleman  would  fatisfy  them  as  to  the    hQ. 
The  Governor  remarked  that  the  term,  antient  poflcffions," 
infertcd  in  the  i6th  article  with  France  would  lead  to  cnd- 
lefs  feuds  and  difputes,  and  after  making  an  iniiniic  variety 
of  objedions  to  the  Treaties,  referring  to  the  Commiffion 
under  which  he  had  gone  out  to  make  peace  in  America  ir^ 
1778,  and  again  dating  his  doubts  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Crown  to  grant  the  Independence,  he  concluded  with  de- 
claring he  fbould  vole  for  the  amendment. 
Sir  Henry        Sir  Hfftxy  Flcuhgr  faid,  that  being  fo  particularly  called 
j^ietcher.     upon  by  the  honourable  Commodore  who  fpoke  laft,   he 
felt  himfelf  in  a  very  embarrafling  (ituation  in  delivering  his 
fentiments  fully  on   the  fubje£^,    as  he  had  afted  through 
the  whole  of  the  negotiation  for  peace  in  a  fecret  capacity, 
between  Adminiftration  and  the  Court  of  Dire£lor$  of  the 
£ait-India  Company,  he  did  not  feel  himfelf  at  liberty  to 
give  that   full  explanation  of  the    buiinefs,    which   many 
members  of  the  Houfe  might  wifh  to  receive  from  him. 
However^  he  would  not  decline  giving  fuch  information  to 
the  Houfe  as  he  thought  himfelf  juftified  in  doing. 

He  faid,  that  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  upon  the  Aril  intimation,  received  from  Govern- 
meot,  of  a  negociation  for  peace  being  carrying  on,  and 
being  at  the  fame  time  callpd  upon  for  their  fentiments  on 
that  lubje£t,  fo  far  as  it  might  relate  to  t)ie  Eaft^lndies^ 
took  under  their  con(ideratioii  the  whole  ftate  of  the  Com- 
iany*s  afFairs,  particularly  in  India;  and .  confide  ring  they 
lad  an  army  in  India  to  pay  of  near  two  hundred  thoufand 
fucn  ;  that  they  had  to  provide  for  thcpay  of  ten  regiments 
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of  his  Majefty^  forces  th^re^  and  twenty  fail  of  the  line 
of  his  Majeft>^s  (hips,  helides  frigates,  to  vidua!  ;  that 
they  were  carrying  oh  two  wars  with  two  of  the  inoft  for- 
midable powers  in  India,  one  of  which  had  adually  invaded 
the  Carnaticy  and  was  in  pofTeffion  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  country  ;  that  there  were  large  debts  at  all  the 
CoflnpanyS  fettlements,  and  that  their  refources  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war  were  very  precarious,  fo  that  they  fcarcely 
knew  where  to  raife  a  lack  of  rupees  j  that  the  French  and 
Dutch  forces  in  India  confiftcd  of  upwards  of  twenty  fail 
of  the  line ;  that  two  thoufand  five  hundred  troops  were 
aAually  landed  in  the  Camatic4  Under  all  thefe  circum« 
fiances,  he  faid,  the  Secret  Committee  did  not  hefitate  one 
moment  in  giving  their  opinion  }  that  peace  was  to  thdiii  a 
mod  defirable  objeA,  and  they  thought  it  their  duty  to 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  towards  forwarding  aad 
fecuring  a  general  peace,  by  making  fuch  reftoratton  and 
conceffions  in  India  (provided  they  did  not  in  any  great  de- 
gree afFeft  the  Britiih  intereft  in  that  part  of  the  world) 
as  mieht  contribute  towdirds  bringing  about  fuch  an  event. 
And  having  taken  the  fentiments  of  a  Secret  Court  of 
Dircfiors  upon  the  fubje£l,  tbey^  had  the  happ?ne&  to  find 
that  the  Court  concurred  in  fcntimcnt  with  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee. 

Sir  Henry  then  went  into  a  particular  etaminatitn  of 
the  Eaft'India  articles. .  With  regard  to  the  thirteenth  ar* 
tide,  which*  refiores  Chandemagore  and  the  French  fet' 
tlemeAu  in  Bengal,  be  faw  no  objeAion  to  the  reftorationi 
as  the  more  trade  was  encouraged  in-  that  country,  the  bet 
ter  would  it  be  for  the  Eaft-India  Company,  as  we  were 
in  pofleffion  of  the  territorial  revenues;  but  be  could  have 
wilhed,  he  faid,  to  have  feen  the  fame  words  in  it  as  were 
inferted  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  which  were,  that  no  forti«- 
fication  fhould  be  ereAed,  nor  troops  received  into  Ch:in* 
dernagore,  other  than  might  be  neceiTary  for  the  police. 
But  when  he  coniidered  the  difFci^nt  fituation  of  the  Conv- 

£any  in  Bengal  now,  and  at  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war,^ 
eing  at  that  time  in  poflTeilion  of  the  country,  be  did  not 
fee  any  danger  in  the  article,  as  it  now  ftands,  as  the  Com- 
pany would  always  have  it  in  their  power  to  prevent  any  ill 
efieds  from  it*  The  Court  of  France  might  perhaps  objeft  to^ 
thofe  words  being  infefted  in  this  article  from  mere  punf^ilio^ 
With  refpefi  to  the  ditch,  which  many  gentlemen  had  ex- 
prefl^d  great  uoeafineia  at,  he  faid  that  tae  French  were 
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willing  to  have  it  underftood  that  it  was  merely  for  a  drain. 
Such,  he  faid,  are  the  words  of  the  article,  and  it  will  be 
our  own  fault  if  we  fuffer  it  to  be  more.     Daring  the  laft 
peace,   the  French  made  a  ditch  of   confiderabU  length, 
which  they  informed  our  government  was  merely  for  the 
purpofe  of  a  drain ;  but  upon  a  furvey  being  made  by  our 
principal  engineer,  it  was  found  to  have  all  the  appearance 
of  a  fortification,  and  was  therefore  ileftroyed.     This  un- 
doubtedly  gave  great  umbrage  to  the  Court  of  France,, 
and  may  be  the  reafon  why  thoy  infill  on  the  prdent  ditch ; 
but  for  bis  own  part,  he  could  fee  no  danger  in  it  as  it  now 
ilood.    With  refpeft  to  the  free  and  independent  trade  given 
to  the  French  in  this  article,  and  which  many  gentlemen 
bad  raifed  difficulties  upon,  it  not  being  fpecined  bow  far 
it  was  to  be  extended,  undoubtedly  he  looked  upon  it  to  be 
fuch  as  was  carrier:)  on  by  the  French  during  the  laft  peace, 
and  which  being  a  tranfa£iion  of  fo  late  a  date,  muft  be 
'  frefh   in  the  memory  of  many  gentlemen  in  Bengal,  and 
the  Company's  records  will  clearly  fhew  in  what  manner 
that  trade  was  carried  on,  fo  that  he  thought  no  difficulty 
could  arife  from  that  part  of  the  thirteenth  ar.icle. 

Sir  Henry  faid,  that  with  regard  to  the  fourteenth  article^ 
he  had  no  obje^ion  to  Pondicherry  and  Karricall  being 
reftored  to  the  French.     As  to  the  additional  diflriAs  to  be 
ceded  to  them,  contiguous  to  thofe  places,  they  did  not  bc« 
long  to  the  Company^  but  to  the  native  Princes  of  India, 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot»  and  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore ;  that  the 
ceffion  of  thefe  places  could   not  be  of  much  importance, 
as  the  annual  revenues  of  the  two  diftri£t  did  not  exceed 
twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  the  Houfc  will  pleafe  to  ob- 
irrve,  that  his  Britannick  Majeftv  engaged  to  procure  thofe 
two  ceffions,  and  there  could  not  oe  any  doubt  that  when- 
ever his  Majefly's  Minifters  (hould  call  upon  the  Company 
to  ufe  their  good  offices  with  thofe  two  Princes,  that  they 
would  exert  their  belt  endeavours  to  prevail  upon  them  to 
make  thofe  ceffions,  which,  confidering  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Carnatic  (the  moft  confiderable  part  of  which  is  now  in 
the    adual  poffeffion  of  Hyder   Aly)  and  this  being  the 
whole  of  the  conceffion  which  was  to  be  made  in  India, 
he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  think  it.  too  much  for  pr<v 
curing  the  great  objeft  of  peace. 

The  fifteenth  article,  obfcrved  Sir  Henry,  reflorts  ro 
France  Mah£  and  the  Comptoir  at  Surat.  He  faw  no  ob- 
jcftion  whatever  to  the  reftorations,  the  former  being  a  gar^ 

lUbn 


A.  1783.  DEBATES.  273 

rifoQ  in  the  territories  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  where  the  Eaft 
India  Company  have  httle  connexion;  the  latter,  a  mere 
trading  houfc  in  the  city  of  Surat,  where  we  have  the  go- 
vernment, and  it  would  always  be  in  our  power  to  watch 
over  and  controul  any  improper  condu£l  in  the  fervants  of 
the  French  in  that  part  of  India. 

With  refpeA  to  the  iixteenth  article,  to  which  manj 
members  of  the  Houfe  had  made  a  great  objc£tion,  Sir 
Henry  faid,  he  muft  confefs  that  it  wanted  much  explana- 
tion, obferving,  that  he  had  not  met  with  any  two  gentle- 
men who  Could  agree  in  opinion  on  this  article,  or  who  ex- 
plained it  in  the  fame  manner.  The  Secret  Committee  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  he  faid,  upon  the  firft  reading  of 
it,  did  not  heiitate  one  moment  in  determining  that  an  ex- 

Elanacion   was  abfolutely    neeelTary, .  and    the   Committee    ' 
aving  coniidered  of  the  explanation,  communicated  their 
fentiments   to  a   Secret  Court  of   Direflors,   who   unani- 
moofly  concurred  with  the  Committee  in  thofe  fentiments. 
la  confequence  w*hercof^   they  communicated  them  to  his 
Majefty^s  Miniflers,  and  he  made  no  doubt  that  proper  ex- 
planations would  be  attended  to  in  the  Definitive  Treaty. 
With  refpeft  to  the  words,  ••  ancient  pbffeflions,*'  faid  Sir 
Henry,  that  matter  muft  likewife  be  explained,  and  fixed 
to  a  certain  period,  as  few  of  the  Princes  in  the  Decan  can 
be  faid   to  have  ancient  pofleilions.    The  family   of  the 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  is  a  new  family  in  that  government, 
and  his  dominions  have  been  changing  ahnoft  annually  ever 
fincc  he  came  into  the  poflcffion  of  them.     With  regard  to 
Hyder  Aly,  every  one  knew,  tliat   not  many  years  fincc 
be  was  a  common  foldicr,  and  that  by  an  unufual  (hare  ot 
military  ikill  and  abilities,  he  had  raifed  himfelf  to  the  head 
of  a  great  empire  ;  therefore,  he  can  have  no' ancient  pof- 
feffions.     For  thefe  reafons  he  did  not  hefitate  to  fay  that 
a  fpecific  term  oiight  to  be   named,  which  term  fliould  be 
immediately   before  the   commencement  of  the  war.     Sir 
Henry  faid,  that  his  Majefty*s  Minifters  were  in  full  pof- 
lcffion of   every    explanation   which   the    India   Company 
thought   neccffary  to  be  given,  and  which  he  had  every 
reafon  to  believe  would  meet  with  proper  attention. 

He  then  begged  leave  to  fay  a  word  or  two  in  anfwer  to 
what  had  dropped  from  an  honourable  gentleman,  '*  that 
many  of  the  Direft^rs  difapproved  of  the  articles."  He 
faid,  he  could  affure  the  Houfe  that  the  Secret  Committee 
^ad  been  unanimous  in  all  their  proceedings^  rcfpe£ting  this 
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bsfinefs^  and  that  when  they  had  occafion  to  take  the  advice 
of  the  Court  of  DireAors,  there  were  never  more  than  one 
or  two  gentlemen  who  differed  from  the  reft,  and  that  on 
particular,  poinrs  only,  and  that  upon  the  whole  of  the  pro* 
pofitions,  he  could  almoft  venture  to  fay,  they  were  uqa- 
nimous. 

Sir  Henry  concluded  his  fpeech  with  faying,  that  it  would 
give  him  great  pleafure  to  have  all  the  proceedings  of  tKe 
Court  of  Dtreftors  and  Secret  Committee  in  this  bufinefV 
laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  before  a  general 
Court  of  Proprietors  at  the  Eaft-India  houfe ;  and  he  made 
no  doubt,  that  if  ever  a  time  (hould  arrive  when  that  could 
be  done  with  propriety,  thofe  proceedings  would  meet  with 
the  fulleft  approbation'of  the  public. 
Mr.  Shcri-       Mr.  Sheridan  made  a  very'  accurate  reply  to  the  Lord  A<S- 
YOcate,  and   warmly  touched   upon  the  ftrokes  the  learned 
Lord  threw  out  on  the  conduA  of  his  honourable  friend, 
(^r.   Fox)   and  the  fhsjre  he  had  taken  during  the  fhort 
time  he  was  in   adminiilration  to  efFe£luatc  the  great  end 
of  peace.     He  contended  that  the  treaty  on  the  table  was 
of  the  moft  difgraceful  nature,    for  it  relinquifhed  com- 
pletely every  thing  that  was  glorious  and  grea.t  in  this  coun- 
try.    If  there  was  a  iingle  article  that  had  a  view  co  the 
intercfts  of  the  empire,  if  there  was  a  finglc   article   that 
had  not  concefliqji  for  its  obje£t,  he  would  not  contend  that 
the  peace  was  what  almoft  every  perfon  pronounced  it.     The 
iixteenth  article  was  one  of  the  moft  inconfiftent  political 
produflions  that  could  poflibly  be  fuppofed  ;  it  was  couched 
in  fuch  vague  and  loofe  terms,  that  it  muft  have  relation 
to  the  impending  treaty  with  Holland.     It  was  with  the 
view  of  finding  out  the  extent  of  that  article,  and  what 
reference  it  had  to  the  treaty  yet  pending,  and  the  political 
difpoiition  it  evidently  had  towards  France,  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  made  his  motion  on  a  former  day,  and  which 
jcalled  forth  the  indignation  of  a  right  honourable  perfon  in 
his  eye  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  as  being  inconfif- 
tent  with  the  eftabliflied  ufage  of  the  Houfe,  unprecedent- 
ed and  prepofterous  in  the  extreme.     This  convinced  him 
•   however,  that  the  riglit  honourable  gentleman  was  more  a 
,pra£tical  politician  than  an  experienced  one  ;  his  years  and 
,his  very  early  political  exaltation,  had  not  permitted  him  to 
look  whether  there  had  been  precedents,  or  to   acquire  2 
knowledge  of  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe.     Had  his  youth 
permitted  him  to  acquire  (Uch  knowledge^  his  difcretioa 
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■would  not  have  fuffered  his  abilities^  which  Mr.  Sheridaa 
greatly  admired^  to  be  carried  away  by  his  heat  and  pre« 
cipitancy  ;  he  would  QOt  with  fo  much  indignation  bare  . 
rcfented  the  aiking  queftions,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  Mi* 
nifters  to  fatisfy.  If  be  had  confulted  the  Journals,  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  faid  he  Vould  have  found  inconteftible 
evidence,  to  prove  the  groundlels  authority  of  his  indignant 
aflertions ;  he  would  have  found  that  it  was  not  unprecedent«» 
ed  to  lay  a  depending  treaty  before  the  Houfe;  nay,  that 
before  a  iingle  ilep  had  been  taken  to  complcat  any  of  the 
points  of  it,  it  had  been  ufual  for  Parliament  to  be  in  poflef- 
2on  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  propofed  a  treaty 
ilioold  turn.  Parliament  was  called  upon  to  allift  with  its 
advice  on  the  vaft  fubje£t  of  national  importance,  which 
peace  mud  naturally  in  all  times  be,  as  involving  in  it  fb 
luuch  the  general  proiperity  and  happinefs  of  Europe.  Mi- 
ciders  in  former  days  had  not  the  ingenious  modeftv  and 
Jiandfome  diffidence  of  thofe  of  the  prefent ;  they,  diftruf- 
ting  their  own  abilities  on  a  matter  of  fuch  infinite  impor- 
tance, were  not  afhamed  to  call  in  the  aififtance  df  Parlia- 
ment. They  were  not  fo  eager  to  fport  their  refponfibility  ; 
nor  did  they  fear  that  the  Houfe  would  interfere  to  rob  theoi 
of  the  glory  of  their  negotiations;  nor  did  they,  with  the 
anxious  folicitude  of  the  prefent  gentlemen,  hide  every  iota 
of  the  progrefs  of  their  negotiation,  either  with  a  view  of 
aftonifbing  the  world  with  the  fplendour  of  their  pacific  ac- 
quifitions^  or  to  (hew  their  contempt  of  the  wifdom  of  Pai^ 
Ijament  in  the  adminiftration  of  their  own  tranfcendant  abt-  ' 
lities. 

After  having  proceeded  in  this  vein,  he  introduced,  in 
fcpport  of  the.  condud  of  Minifters,  at  the  treaty  or  Aix  la 
Ch9pelle,ft&ted  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  hlueribband,  a  farther 
precedent,  extra£led  from  the  Jpumals  of  the  Houfe  in 
Queen  Anne's  reign,  before  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  which 
Mr*  Sheridan  read  as  part  of  bis  fpcech.  It  dated,  that  her 
Majefty,  notwitliftanding  it  was  the  uodoubced  prerogative 
of  her  crown  to  make  peace  and  war,  neverthelefs,  anxious 
for  the  happinefs  of  her  people,  and  relying  on  the  aSefiioa  \ 
of  her  faithful  Commons,  had  ordered  to  be  laid  before  them, 
for  their  advice  and  approbation,  the  principles  upon  which 
fhe  conceived  a  general  pacification  could  be  moft  eiFeAually 
eftabliflied  for  the  glory  of  her  crown,  and  the  happinefs  of 
her  people  ;  at  the  fame  time  informing  them,  that  no  ftep 
had  been  taj^en  for  the  completion  oi  the  treaty,  nor  would 
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^ere  without  their  advice  and  approbation  :  thus  he  fhe^ed, 
*hat  it  was  not  only  precedented  to  lay  the  cafe  of  the  nego- 
tiation before  the  Houfe  in  its  depending  ftate,  but  the  prin* 
ciples  upon  which  the  treaty  was  to  take  cffeR  before  the  nc« 
gotiationfor  it  had  ever  been  commenced.  How  unlike  that 
was  the  conduct  of  the  prefent  Minifter,  when  the  amend* 
xnent  of  his  noble  friend,  propoiing  to  give  time  for  the  con- 
Uderation  of  tlie  articles  to  which  they  were  called  upon  in  fo 
very  extraordinary  a  manner  to  give  their  approbation  :  they 
were  told,  they  had  the  articles  for  three  weeks  before  them, 
and  that  they  had  ample  time  of  courfe  for  information  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  Minifters  had  the  hardinefs  to  make  ufe 
of  fuch  language,  they  feemed  to  forget  the  almoft  inquifitive 
exaftnefs  with  which  they  (hut  out  the  members  of  that 
Houfe  from  obtaining  any  knowledge  of  thofe  circumftances, 
that  could  alone  qualify  them  to  decide  with  judgment,  upon 
a  treaty  that  either  fhewed  Great  Britain  to  be  ruined  beyond 
redemption,  or  that  her  interefls  and  her  glory  had  been  Sacri- 
ficed to  views  that  were  not  immediately  difcernable. 

The  anfwcr  to  every  requifition  for  the  production  of  any 
article  that  might  lead  to  this  neceflary  purpofe,  as  was  the 
cafe  of  his  motion  a  few  days  before,  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  was 
in  the  language  of  indignation,  it  was  indecent,  it  was  un- 
precedented, and  prepofterous  in  the  extreme,  for  gentlemen 
to  introduce  any  circumftance  of  enquiry  l>efore  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  difcuflion  of  the  treaty  ;  and  yet  on  that  day^ 
right  Honourable  perfbns  in  his  eye  had,  with  the  peculiar 
modefty  which  fo  diftinguifhcd  them,  called  on  the  Houfe 
for  their  approbation  of  a  treaty,  which,  it  wasurgued  with 
much  indignation,  it  would  be  indecent  in  them  to  make  any 
enquiries  whatever  into.  But  taking  the  pledge  of  their  bafti- 
fulnefs  and  modeft  confidence  in  their  own  i'uperior  abilities 
as  the  criterion  of  its  perfeAion,  Minifters  required  the 
Houfe  to  be  fo  prepofterous  as  to  give  a  vote  of  approbation 
to  a  treaty,  that  with  the  moft  anxious  folicitude  they  were 
even  prevented  from  fo  much  as  fpeaking  on,  until  the  time 
'  they  had  been  fo  confidently  called  upon  to  give  it  their  ap« 
.  probation.  And  the  objeft  of  his  late  motion,  he  contended, 
was  juftly  affirmed  by  an  honourable  Commodore  to  be  of 
very  great  magnitude  :  if  Trincomale  was  given  up,  our  ter- 
ritories in  India  were  in  a  moft  precarious  fituation  ;  and  he 
contended,  after  remarking  on  what  had  fallen  from  Com- 
modore John  Rone  and  Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  that  the  Houfe 
ought  abfolutely  to  know  the  extent  ot  the  fixtcenth  article, 

and 
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and  the  fimation  of  the  negotiation  with  Holland.     He  dif^ 
kStcd  the  article  in  the  moft  humourous  manner.     To  find 
the  meaning  of  the  difierent  articles,  grammatical  order  wal 
to  be  inverted  ;  for  it  Was  impoifible  to  come  to  the  meaning 
of  them  by*  adhering  to  the  rules  of  grammar.     He  then 
went  into  the  definition  of  a.  real  Britifh  fubjeft,  mentioned 
in  the  fifth  article  with  America.     The  twenty-fecond  arti-< 
cle  with  France  might  have  as  well  run,  to  prevent  all  dif-* 
putes  that  had  hitherto  arifen,  as  all  difputes  that  may  here- 
after arife,  and  grounds  enough  were  left  for  them.     Seeda 
of  difunion  and  future  broils  were  fown  in  the  inconfiflency 
of  a  treaty,  of  which  the  pooreft  political  dabbler  wdll  might 
be  alhamed.     The  honourable  gentleman  drew  a  very  affect 
tii^  piAure  of  hit  Majeily's  loyal  fubjefts  in  Eztt  Florida^ 
configned  to  a  government  and  to  a  religion  they  detefted* 
Independent  of  the  impolicy  of  ceding  that  province,  and  he 
was  not  inclined  to  call  the  validity  of  the  peace  in  queftion, 
for  it  was  his  determination,  and  that  of  his  friends,  to  fnp^ 
port  the  national  faith ;  Mr.  Sheridan  execrated  the  treat*^ 
roeot  of  thofe  unfoitunate  men,  who  without  the  leaft  notice 
taken  of  their  civil  and  religious  rights,  were  handed  over  as 
fubje£ls  to  a  power  that  would  not  fail  to  take  vengeance  on 
them  for  their  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  religion  and  govern- 
ment of  this  country.    This  was  an  inftance  of  Britifh  de* 
gradation,  pot  inferior  to  the  unmanly  petitions  of  govern^ 
ment  to  Congrefs  for  the  wretched  Loyaliils.     Great  Britain 
at  the  feet  of  Congrefs  fuing  in  vain  was  not  a  humiliation  ot 
a  fligma  greater  than  the  infamy  of  configning  over  the  loyal 
inhabitanu  of  Florida,  as  we  had  done,  without  a>ny  condt« 
tions  wbatfoever.    To  the  honour  of  France  and  Spain^  in 
their  moft  diftrefsful  circumftances,  in  all  their  ceilions,  as 
in  Canada,  &c.  they  provided  by  treaty  for  the  civil  and  te-" 
ligious  rights  of  their  quondam  fubjefts.     Mr.  Sheridan  then 
read  the  addrefTes  of  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  to  the  Gover- 
nor ibme  fhort  time  back,  breathing  in  the  moft  anitnated 
flyle,  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the  religion  and  government 
of  this  <;ountry»  and  their  deteftation  of  the  conduft  of  his 
Majefty's  rebellioas  fubjeds  io  the  other  colonies.     Mr.  She- 
ridan took  a  view  of  the  fur  trade,  the  boundaries  of  Canada, 
&c.  and  was  appreheniive  the  great  folicitude  (hewn  b^  Ad- 
miniftration  to  conciliate  the  a&dions  of  America,  as  it  had 
been  termed,  would  be  a  great  means,  in  the  marking  of  the 
boundaries^  of  creatingiuture diflentions.    He wentat lengtU 
into  the  dificrent  interefts  acquired  by  the  Americans  and    ^ 
Vol.  IXi  O  o  French| 
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Frqnji]^  and  t^o^  l^fc  to  us  on  tbe  coaft:of  Newfoundbnd* 
Itbe  .lGgw9od  tra<le,  of  fuch  v.aft  confequencc^  left  in  aftate 
fLO^puntiqg  ajmojj;  tQ  non- entity,  employed  much  of  his  ani* 
madverfions^ 

The  article  of  Dunkirk  was  alfoto  be  confidered,  fnppo* 
fing  it  even  not  to  be  of  that  importance  it  formerly  was,  and 
of  which  it  might  hereafter  .become  to  pofterity,  as  ftrongly 
accumuU^tiog  and  filling  tbe  meafure  of  our  difgraces  ;  that 
1ivJ]at  had  been  for  more  than  a  century,  the  picte  of  oar  an* 
fxftors  to  enforce,  we  Ihould  fo  raflily  concede,  particularly 
when  we  were  not  in  a  (ituation  confidoring  our  navy,  (not- 
withflanding  the  learned  Lord's  reprefentation)  and  the  rela* 
live  refourcesof  our  enemies,  (for  it  was  obferved  by  an  ho« 
npurable  Commodore,  that  the  criterion  of  a  nation's  re- 
fciurces  was  her  credit^  and  the  rule  of  that  cnrdit,  the  inte- 
reft  Ihe  paid,  and  according  to  the  honourable  Commodore^ 
Spain  paid  mod  enormous  intereft,  and  France  was  much  in 
the  fs^Bie  fitttations)  confideriog  then  thoie  relative  circum- 
fiances,  and  tbe  naval  fituation  of  Holland,  Mr.  Sheridan 
contepded,  we  wexe  fo  far  from  being  reduced  to  bear  fuch 
degra^og,  fuch  indelible  ftigmasasdlropofitions,  we  we«n- 
(ji^led  to  an  honourable  peace. 

.  The  victory  qf  Lord  Rodney,  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  at 
Qibfaltar,  our  fucccfles  in  the  E^ft  indies,  were  alfo  enumc- 
z;^ted  to  pr^ve,  that  our  fituation  was  tefpeflable,  that  if  we 
*  wese  reduc^  ix)  relburces,  our  enemies  bad  not  encreafed 
theirs,  but  vf^v^  at  leaft  equally  exhaufted.  He  could  not 
avoid  ren^arking  the  artful  attempt  of  the  right  honourable 
Secretary,  to  put  the  firft  amendment,  and  the  fecond  of  the 
npbie  L6r4  ia  tbe-bloe  ribband,  on  the  fame  event.  He  took 
s^tice  of  Mr^  T^  Pittas  defcription  of  the  Loyalifts,  the  real 
I^yalUb,.  and  the  viper  Loyalifts ;  and  yet  though  the  ho- 
];iourab]t  g^ntlem^n,  in  the  peculiar  ftile  of  elo<}uence  which 
fo  qfiuch  diftinguifli^d  him,  was  very  warm  in  difcriminatiog 
thofe  characters  oif  the  Loyalifts,  and  pledged  his  feelings  to 
give  every  a6iAance  to  the  real  Loyalifts,  yet  in  his  addrefs 
propoifed  to  the  throne,  the  vipers  were  equally  recommended 
to  the  royal  protei^ion,  and  the  Houfe  was  equally  to  be 
bpund  for  ihem  as  for  the  real  Loyalifts.    The  honourable 

fentl^mafi  avm  pointed  in  teplv  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  on  his 
ints. .  thrpvya  out  on  Mr.  Fox's  adminiftration,  of  peace 
being  in  the  pocket  of  certain  members  of  a  late  adminiftra- 
ttooj  £(c.  Mr.  Sheridan  ikid^  that  he  had  known  bis  ho- 
muraUe  friend's  difpofition  when  he  came  imo  power,  and 

had 
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lad  the  hotKJuf  of  J^Qing  i*ith  him  ;  arrd  he  pfcdgeuhlitifelf, 
that,  though  peace  was  ardently  to  be  ddlrcd,  though  at  any 
time  peace  tira»  to  be  preferred^  yet  knowing,  as  he  did,  the 
relative  circumftanccs  of  the  powers,  he  never  wou!d  have 
acceded  to  ft)  diflionoiJrable  a  peace* j  and  for  his  own  parf,  * 

he  did  equally  pledge  himfelf,   that  if  his  honourable  friend 
was  of  fuch  a  difpofitibn,  and  during  his  adminiftration  had 
brought  fuch  a  peace  to  conclufion,  notwithffanding  his  frienct- 
ffaip  and  efteem  for  him,  he,  as  an  individual,  would  have  op^- 
pofed  it.  It  was  imppffiWc  for  language  to'  defcribe  his  reproba- 
tion of  it,  or  what  he  felt  for  the  natiottal  di(grace.     ButJ  lie 
faid,  the  true  criterion  bv  which- his  honourable  ftiend^s  in- 
tentions could  be  judged  oy,  was  his  correfpondfence  while  in 
office,  and  he  dared  Mtnifters  to  move  for  its  being  laid  before 
the  Houfc. — [Here  a  greatcry  of  *'  Move,  move.*']  He  rtica 
made  fbme  remarks  on  the  aoalition  of  the  parties  th^  IcTarned 
Lord  had  alluded  to,  and  die  honey-moon  of  their-  I6ved, 
which  Mr.  Sheridan  faid,  if  it  was  the  cafe  that  there  was.  a 
coalition,  was  rather  to  be  called  the  wedding  day.     Mr. 
Sheridan  then  attacked  the  learned  Lord  on  his  ihconfi{iencyj 
on  his  haying  declared  he  would  fopport  no  m^rr  whofe  mea'- 
furcs  he  did  not  approve.     He  alked  the  learAed  Lord,  if  It 
was  confiftency  then  in  him  to  fu{)port  the  patron  of  equal 
rcprcfentaiioTr,  to  which  Mr.  Shcridari  profeffed  hlmfcff  a 
i^rm  friend.    Was  it  confiftency  to  fupport  Uic  iridcpexi- 
deoce  of  America,  of  which  he  had  evet  been  fo  determined 
an  enemy  ?  He  put  to  the  Advocate  fome  other  qifeftibns; 
and  remarked,  that  there  was  fuch  a  vcf  fatility  in  the  politics 
of  fome  men,  tHat'when  intereft  called,  every  other  confidcr- 
ation  gave  way  ;  and  if  that  was  not  the  cafe,  it  was  lUrd  to 
foppofe  how  the  learned  Lord's  adoration  and  high- founding 
■panegyrics  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  with  which 
the  walls  of  that  Houfe  were  wont  to  refound,  fltould  n6vv  be 
transferred  to  thofe  cornieftion^  which  had  been  heretofore 
fo  obnoxToti^  to  him.     He  was  Very  fevere  on  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate for  his  early  defertibn,  and  his  unfaimefs  of  uiing,  in 
hn  pecnliat  fituation,   recritmnation,  which   at  all  events 
c6irid  never  be  allowed  as  argument. 

Mr,  Bankes  fupported  the  motion  for  the  addrefs,  arid  in  Mr. 
mild  terms  argued,  that  in  circumftance^  fo  calamitous  and  Banket, 
gloomy  as  thofe  of  the  Bntifli  empire  on  the  prefent  occa- 
Son,  the  peace  which  hisMujefty's  Minifter'shad  concluded, 
was  in  bis  opinion  not  only  good  j  but  highly  favourable,  and 
fuch  arwthad  no  reafbn  to  expe^. 

O  o  2  Sir 
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Sir  Willitm  Sir  Jfilltam  Dolbin  begged  the  Houfe  to  advert  to  the  con* 
Polben.  fideration  of  t^ie  important  qucllion  which  he  had  before 
^ated  :  Whether  the  King^s  Minifters  were  authorifed  by 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown^  to  alienante  from  the  ftate  the 
American  colonies  i  He  averred,  that  prerogative  did  not 
extend  fo  far ;  it  gave  no  power  to  alienate  territories  not 
acquired  by  qonqueft  during  the  war  ;  at  leaft^  this  wus  his 
inbft  ferious  opinion.  Then  if  it  did  not  reft  in  prerogative, 
lie  contended  that  the  ajCl  of  laft  feilion  gave  Minifters  no  au- 
thority adequate  to  fo  important  a  meafure.  He  entered  at 
ibme  length  into  the  argument  which  he  had  urged  on  a  former 
i^ay  ;  but  he  wifhed  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  gown ;  and  he  called  upon  them  to  give  the  Houfe  in- 
formation on  this  moft  unportant  point.  He  freely  owned 
that  he  was  adverfe  to  the  terms  of  the  peace;  he  thought 
them  highly  injurious  to  the  intereft  of  the  country,  and  in* 
finitely  worfe  than  we  had  any  title  to  expefl. 
Mr-Mant»  •  Mr.  Mansfield faid,.  that  he  did  not  confider  himfelf  quali- 
\.   •  fied  to  rife  and  pronounce  a  hafty  opinion  :  the  queftion  pro- 

pofed  by  the  honourable  Baronet  was  indeed  of  the  greateft 
importance,  ai^d  it  would  not  be  prudent  in  any  man  to  ha- 
zard a  light  ppinion.  The  prerogative  of  the  Crown  was 
allowed  to  go  great,  and  indeed  undefined  lengths,  as  the 
circumftances  of  the  ftate  might  require  that  mealures  Ihould 
be  taken  for  which  there  was  qeith^r  precedent  nor  autho- 
tity.  Jn  all  fucb  inftances,  however,  the  Houfe  would  re- 
coiled, that  refpopfibility  was  placed  in  Miqifters,  and  they 
were  bound  to  (hew,  whenever  they  ventured  on  any  extra- 
ordinary extenfion  of  the  prerogotive,  that  there  was  abib- 
lute  necefiity  for  fuch  connu£k»  This  he  underftood  to  be 
the  dodrine  of  the  conftitution*  fiut  with  refpeft  to  the 
prefent  queftion  j  whether  the  King's  Minifters  were  autho- 
rifed by  the  aA  of  laft  feftion  to  alienate  for  ever  the  inde* 
jpendence  of  Aoierica  ?  l^e  was  free  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
thought  that  a£t  gave  them  fu|&cient  powers.  It  was  ckarly 
determined  thereby,  that  it  was  the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  aqa 
Minifters  were  bopnd  to  a£t  up  to  what  they  underftood  to 
be  the  (enfe  of  the  legiflature  :  and  though  the  bill  was  not 
ftated  Xo  be,  in  fo  inany  dired  words,  a  bill  for  granting 
independence  to  America ;  yet  the  provifiofis  of  the  a£t 
amounted  exaAly  to  the  fame  thing ;  and  he  believed  this 
was  the  deiign  for  which  the  bill  was  introduced. 
SirFraacU  '  Sir  Fraffri J  £a^/ fupported  the  amendment,  and  argued 
Qiiftc.       with  energy  againft  the  peace  which  had  been  formed, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Janus  GrtttvUle  contended  with  equal  warmth,  that  Mr.  Jamn 
the  peace  was  fueh  as  we  might  rcafonahly  expeft  in  cir-  G'«^**«- 
cumftances  of  unparallelled  dejedlion.  He  entered  at  length 
ioto  the  fituation  of  the  country,  in  a  comparifon  with  that 
of  our  adverfaries,  and  iniifted  that  we  had  no  ri^ht  in  fair- 
ne(s  to  complain  of  the  conditions  which  our  Minifters  had 
procured. 

Mr  Fox  then  rofe  and  took  up  the  coniideratlon  of  the  Mr.  Fo«. 
important  fubjeA,  at  confiderable  length.  His  fituation, 
he  fatd,  on  that  day,  was  peculiarly  delicate.  He  was  fup- 
poled  to  be  actuated  by  motives  of  perfonal  pique,  and  of 
letting  up  an  opposition  to  the  articles  of  the  peace  on 
grounds  of  envy,  of  jealoufy,  and  of  ambition.  Thofe  who 
knew  him  beft  would  not  impute  to  him  fuch  motives;  and 
for  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  l)elieved  every  calumny  that 
was  propagated  againil  him,  he  had  but  little  concern. 
This,  however,  was  not  the  only  delicacy  of  his  iiruation. 
Allolions  were  made  to  former  opinions  which  he  had  given^ 
and  alTcrttons  he  had  made  in  circumAaoces  different  from 
the  prefent,  and  to  which  indeed  they  bore  not  the  fmalleil 
refemblance  nor  affinity.  ^  It  was  proclaimed,  as  an  un« 
anfwerable  argument  againft  every  thing  he  could  fay,  did 
you  not  fome  months  ago  ^declare  that  almoft  any  peace 
would  be  good,  would  be  deiirable,  and  that  we  muft  have 
peace  on  any  terms.  If,  fays  Mr.  Fox,  I  could  fuffer  my- 
fclf  for  a  moment  to  be  fo  far  led  away  by  conceit,  and  to 
fancy  myfelf  a  man  of  fo  much  importance  as  to  excite  the 
jealoufy  of  the  Minifter,  I  might  give  ear  to  the  reports  of 
the  day,  that  every  tneafure  which  the  Minifter  adopted, 
every  plan  which  be  formed,  every  opinion  which  he  took, 
and  indeed  every  aft  of  his  admini  ft  ration,  was  calculated 
and  defigned  to  embarrafs  me.  ^  How  well  might  I  afcribe 
the  prefent  peace  to  this  motive.  You  call  for  peace,  ftvs 
the  noble  perfon,  you  urge  the  neceftity  of  peace,  you  iniift 
on  peace ;  then  peace  _you  (hall  have,  but  fuch  a  peace,  that 

Jou  (hall  iicken  at  its  very  name.  You  call  for  peace,  and 
will  give  you  a  peace,  that  (hall  make  you  repent  the 
longeft  day  you  live,  that  ever  you  breathed  a  wi(h  for 
peace.  I  will  give  you  a  peace  which  ftiall  make  you  and 
all  men  wi(h  that  the  war  had  been  continued,  a  peace  more 
calamitous,  more  dreadful,  more  ruinous  than  war  could 
poffibly  be ;  and  the  efFefts  of  which  neither  the  ftrength, 
the  credit^  nor  tl^e  commerce  of  the  nation  (hall  be  able  to 
fupport.     If  this  was  the  intention  of  the'  noble  perfon,  he 

had 
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ha^  fucceeded  to  a  iniraclt.  His  work  hafd  complotcty  an~ 
Iwered  his  purpofc ;  for  never  did  I  more  finccrcljr  feci,  nor 
more  fincerely  lament-  any  advice  I  ever  gave  in  my  life, 
than  the  advice  of  getting  rid  of  the  difaftroos  war  in  which 
the  nation  was  involved*  That  tlie  Mtnifter  might  have 
other  views  it  was*vcry  probable.  That  he  might  think  his 
iituation  depended  upon  peace ;  that  he  might  think  there 
was  no  other  way  of  maintaining  a  disjointecf  fyflem>  and 
fixing  himfelf  in  a  feat,  not  gained  by  the  pureft  means, 
nor  fupported  by  the  firmcft  bottom,  it  was  very  poflible  ; 
and  it  was  alfo  very  probable  that  in  hit  eager  purfuit  of 
this  objeft,  he  had  overfhot  the  mark,  and  negle£ted  to  take 
the  fteps  which  could  alone  fecure  the  end. 

But  it  was  objected  to  him  by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord, 
that  he  who  had  talked  of  having  a  peace  in  his  pocket,  and 
who  had  been  fo  confident  in  his  declarations  that  peace 
might  certainly  be  obtained,  ought  to  (hew  that  the  peace 
which  he  projeded  was  better  than  that  which  was  pro- 
cured. In  anfwer  to  this  he  would  inform  the  learned  and 
noble  Lord,  that  he  had  never  faid  that  he  had  a  peace  in  bis 
pocket.  He  had  averred  in  his  place  in  that  Houie,  that 
there  were  perfons  in  this  country,  empowered  by  the  Con- 
grefs  to  treat  of  peace  with  America.  Thefafl  was  fo: 
they  had  made  application  to  noble  perfons^  friends  of  his, 
to  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  to  Lord  K«ppel,  and  to  Lord 
John^Cavendifh,  They  had  authorifed  him  to  mention  the 
fzEt  in  his  place  in  that  Hotife ;  and  it  turned  out,  as  be  had 
declared,  that  there  were  perfons  properly  authorifed,  and 
anxious  to  treat  of  peace.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
called  upon  him  to  produce  the  peace  which  be  had  projefted. 
This  was  a  very  loud  and  founding  word  ;  but  the  learned 
Lord  not  being  a  Cabinet  Mrnifter,  was  at  liberty  to  hazard 
bold  things,  which^  if  he  was  a  Cabinet  Minifter,  he  was 
pretty  fure  he  would  not  do.  Will  "any  one  of  the  King's 
Minifters,  fays  Mr.  Fox,  give  me  the  fame  challenge?  Will 
tiiey  call  upon*  me  to  produce  the  peace  ?  I  dare  them  to  do 
it.  I  challenge  them  to  do  it.  They  know  what  it  is ; 
they  have  it  in  the  office.  If  it  is  againft  me,  let  them  take 
the  advantaage  of  it,  and  hold  me  up  as  a  man  capable  of 
adviling  my  Sovereign  to  make  a  worfe  peace,  if  poffiblt, 
than  the  prefent. 

1  now  come,  fays  Mr.  Fox,  to  take  noriceof  the  moft 
heinous  charge  of  all.  I  am  arraigned  with  having  formed 
a  junAion  with  a  noble  perfon^  whofe  principles  I  have  been 
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ia  tbc  habit  of  oppofing  for  the  laft  fevcn  years  of  my  life. 
7  do  not  think  it  at  all  incumbent  upon  me  to  make  any 
atifwer  to  this  charge  :  firft,  becaufe  I  do  not  think  that  the 
peribns,  who  have  afked  the  queftion,  have  any  right  to 
make  the  enquiry  ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  if  any  fuch  junc- 
tion was  formed,  I  fee  no  ground  for  arraignment  in  the 
matter.  That  any  fuch  alliance  has  taken  place,  I  can  by 
DO  mesms  aver.  That  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of  concurring 
with  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  on  the  prefent  que^ 
tion  is  very  certain ;  and  if  men  of  honour  can  meet  on 
points  of  general  national  concern,  I  fee  no  reafon  for  caU 
ling  fuch  a  meeting  an  unnatural  jun£tioo.  It  is  neither 
wile  nor  noble  to  keep  up  animoiitles  for  ever.  It  is  not  juft 
nor  candid  to  keep  up  animofity  when  the  caufe  of  it  is  no 
more.  It  is  not  my  nature  to  bear  malice,  or  to  live  in  ill 
will.     My  friendihips  are  perpetual,  my  enmities  are  not  fo. 
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I  diOain  to  keep  alive  in  my  bolbm  the  enmities  which  I 
may  bear  to  men,  when  the  caufe  of  thofe  enmities  is  no 
more#  When  a  man  ceafes  to  be  what  he  was,  when  the 
opinions  which  made  him  obnoxious  are  changed,  he  then  is 
no  more  my  enemy,  but  my  frieiid.  The  American  war 
was  the  caufe  of  the  enmity  between  the  noble  Lord  and 
noe.  The  American  war,  and  the  American  queftion  is  at 
an  end.  The  noble  Lord  has  profited  from  fatal  experience. 
While  that  fyfiem  was  maintained,  nothing  could  be  more 
afunder  than  the  noble  Lord  and  I.  But  it  is  now  no  more  ; 
and  it  is  therefore  wife  and  candid  to  put  an  end  alfo  to  the 
ill  will,  the  animofity,  the  rancour,  and  the  feuds  which  it 
occaiioned*  I  anp  free  to  acknowledge,  that  when  I  was  the 
friend  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  I  found  him 
open  and  fincere ;  when  he  was  the  enemy,  I  found  him  ho- 
nourable and  manly.  I  never  had  reafon  to  fay  of  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  that  he  pra£lifed  any  of  thofe  lit* 
tie  fubterfuges,  tricks,  and  ftratagems  which  I  found  in 
others  ;  any  of  thofe  behind-hand  and  paltry  manoeuvres 
which  deilroyed  confidence  between  human  beiugs,  and  which 
degraded  the  cbara£ler  of  a  ftatefman  and  a  man. 

So  much  he  faid  for  the  charge  which  had  been  made  by 
the  learned  Lord.  He  would  have  thought  it  more  prudent 
in  that  learned  perfoD,  before  he  had  lavifh ed,  his  charges  fo 
freely,  to  recolle£l  the  place  from  which  4ie  fpoke ;  and  that 
he  who  wai  fo  warmly  the  friend  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
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blue  ribband,  and  what  was  worfe,  of  the  fyftera  he  had 
purfucd,  was  now  as  warmly  the  friend  of  a  fyfiein  very 
different,  and  not  lefs  obnoxious.  But  the  learned  Lord 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  always  fupport  govern-* 
ii)cnt^  provided  that  he  a^pproved  of  their  principles.  This 
he  believed  to  be  literally  the  cafe;  and  that  he  might  al- 
ways fupport  government,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  learned 
Lord  would  take  care  conftantly  to  approve  of  their  prioci- 
pies,  whatever  ihey  might  be,  or  whoever  were  the  mi- 
nlfters. 

It  was  alfo  imputed  to  him,  that  he  had  when  in  oi&ce 
lowered  this  country  before  the  States  of  Holland  in  a  very 
unbecoming  manner,  and  that  then  there  appeared  none 
of  thefe  proud'  thoughts,  nor  that  high  expectation  which 
he  now  expreffed.  He  had  no  defire,  he  faid,  to  conceal 
what  he  had  done  with  regard  to  the  Dutch  ;  nor  if  he  had 
fuch  a  defire,  would  it  be  poffible  for  him  to  gratify  it.  The 
letter  whkh  he  had  written  was  public,  and  all  the  world 
knew  what  had  been  his  fentiments  ;  he  was  therefore  ready 
to  acknowledge,  that  as  the  Dutch '  were  undoubtedly 
plunged  into  this  war  without  a  caufe,  it  was  hts  idea  that 
we  ought  to  make  them  liberal  oflFers  of  peace.  Such  offers 
were  made :  but  they  not  only  rejefted  them,  but  made 
itich  haughty  demands,  that  thjs  policy  of  the*  thing  was 
changed  ;  and  he  and  his  friends  no  longer  thought  them 
intttled  to  that  favour  and  friendfhip  which  bad  been 
honeftly  proffered.  They  faw  us  hampered  with  many 
enemies,  and  feemed  dcfirous  of  taking  advantage  of  our 
iituation,  to  procure  terms  from  us,  to  which  they  were  not 
intitled.  I'hen  they  conceived  that  the  States  ouglit  to 
iuffer  for  their  want  of  friendfhip;  and  that  as  we  had  been 
gre«it  lofcrs  by  the  war,  we  ought  to  look  for  recompencc 
in  the   poflTeflion  of  Trincomale,  ancJ  other  objefls. 

I'his  was  clearly  his  idea  flill ;  and  if  it  was  true,  as 
it  was  rumoured,  that  the  claim  was  to  be  abandoned,  he 
Ihould  think  nothing  was  wanting  to  make  the  prefcnt 
the  mod  difaflrousand  difgraceful  peace,  without  excep- 
tion, that  ever  this  country  had  made  at  any  lime.  They 
talked  of  our  prefent  circumftances^  and  referred  to  hts 
language  on  a  former  occalion.  Were  our  ctrcumftanccs 
'  the  lame  now  tfiat  they  were  in  the  month  of  March  lafl  i 
Would  any  man  of  common  fenfe  and  common  honefty 
lay,  they  were  the  fame  or  fimilar  ?  He  averred,  that  thsit 
which  would  bav*  been  defirable  then  was  not  good  now« 

Our 


4.1783..  D\E    B    A    T    E    8.  jS^ 

Our.  ftatc  was  mended ;  our  navy  much  incrcafed ;  that  of 
the  enemy  was  diminifhed.  Our  farce  in  the  Wcft-Irxlics 
was  greatly  fuperior  to  theirs*  The  Artierican  war,  the 
millftone  which  hung  about  our  necks,  was  gone;  we 
had  viAories  of  the  moft  brilliant  kind;  the  nation  had 
joft  emerged  from  its  dejcdion*;  had  juft  recovered  its  high 
tone  of  thinking  and  afting  :  every  prolpeft  was  rich,  and 
yet,  juft  in  this  moment  of  fair  cxpeftation  and  honeft 
hope,  we  are  damned  at  once  with  a  peace,  which,  pcr^ 
haps,  we  (hall   never  be   able  to  recover. 

Tha  hoiiourable  gentleman  now  went  into  a  regular  ex* 
amioiition  of  the  Icveral  leading  articles  of  the  peace. 
The  Whole\vasdone,'he  faid,  upon  the  principle  of  con- 
cefBoit.  It  iwas  every  where  conceflion.  If  he  wiilied  to 
look  for  reciprocal  advantages,  no  fuch  thing  was  to  be 
founds  He  faid,  he  would  not  foUow  the  courfc  of  many  ' 
of  his  friends,  in  going  ovci'  minutely  the  ground  of  the 
various  ccflions  which  had  been  madd ;  but  he  declared  upon 
his  hdnoar,  that  the  terms  were  obnoxious  in  the  extreme; 
and  ho^  pointed  out  a  varietyof  the  moft  exceptionable  paf- 
lageS)'  and  laid  his  finger  on  the  points  wjiich  above  others 
were  ruinous  aiui  fatal  to  our  commerce.  He  concluded 
with'declaring  his  warm  ap|>robation  of  the  amendment  pf 
his  noble  friend. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Piit  ipoke  in  >anfwer  to  the  various  ar-  Mr.  Chaij^ 
guments  that  had  been  adduced  againft  the  motion  for  the  «i^«  ^i«^ 
addrefs  to  the  Throne.  He  was  pointedly  fevere  on  the 
genilcmcQ  who  had  fpoken  againft  the  addrefsj  and  parti- 
cularly on  Mr.  Sheritftao.  '  No  man  admired  more  than  he 
did  the  abilities  of  that'  right  honourable  'gentleman,  the' 
elegant  fullies  of  his  thought,  the  gay  cffulions  of  his  fancy, 
krs  dramatic  turns,  and  his  epigrammatic  points  ;  and  if  they 
were  referred  for  the  proper  ftage,  they  would  no  doubt 
receive  what  the  honourable  gentlcmnn's  abilities  always 
did  rpceive,  the  pUudits  of  the  itudidnce  ;'and  it  would  be 
his  fortune  "  fui  plaufu  gauderc  thcprtri/'  But  this  was 
not  the  proper  fcene  for  the  cxhrbltion  of  ihefe  elegancies ; 
and  he  therefore  muft  beg  leave  to  call  the  auention^of  the 
Houfbito  the  ferious  confiJeration  of  the  very  important 
qoeftioo  then  before  them.    1 

The  clamours  excited  againft  the  peace  were  loud  in 
pfoportioQ  to  their  injuftice  j  and  it  was  generally 
the  cafe,  that:  where  men  complained  without  caufp, 
they    coQipkaAcd^   4vkt}0\ft  4;t;in[>or:      Ic   was  laeceiTary   to 
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look  back,  Dotwithftanding  all  that  the  boBo^ra^>lc  gfA<» 
tiemcn  on  the  Q^ier  fide  of  thp  way  had  ftid,  to  the 
language  of  that  Houfc,  ainl  to  the  fentiQieiits.  of  that 
Houfe  on  this  very  fabje£^.  Had  they  forgot  the  refo-' 
lutions  of  lad  fcflion,  by  which  Minifters  wiere  bound  ta 
recognize  the  independence  of  America?  H^d  they  con->' 
iidered,  that  that  relblution,  in  which  4ie  far  one  moil 
heartily  concurred,  took  at  the  fame  time  from  Mioifters 
their  advantage-ground  in  ncgociation  ;  and  deprived  them 
of  the  opportunity  of  propofing  indepeodeqcCi  a»  a  booa 
tJ  be  conceded,  as  a  matter  to  be  offered  su  the  fjtuic^  :t>r  as 
the  hali^  of  peace  ?  Had  they  forgot  the  application:  fORdc 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  over  tlie  way  tp  the 
Dutch,  an  application  couched  iQ  terms  to  Wis  feeling  mote 
degrading  than  any  concefliQn  in  the  pre(ent  peace  ?  Had 
they  forgot  the  language  of  that  day,  when  we  were  told^ 
that  we  rouft  have  peace  on  any  terms;  pe^ce  for  a  year, 
for  a  day,  juft  to  give  ub  a  little  breathiog  time  }  Were 
not  the(e  things  to' be  reaiembeDed .)  .or  werd.  they  to  bo 
told,  that  times  and  c}r<Qui;BiAancea  wetc  fo  completely: 
changed,  that  what  would  haiVQ  been  defirable  ihta^  wonkl 
,  not  h^  fp  now  ?    Were    thp  ciroum (lances  Co  mattriaiijr 

changed  ?  Yes,  they  were ;  for  thefe  opinioils  were  'given, 
and  thefe  afTertions  made,  when  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman was  in  office,  and  when  the  t^ik  cf  making  peace 
was  likely  to  fall  on  his  own  head.  This  was  the  change  | 
this  was  the  material  alteration  of  circunKftances.  which'  had 
taken  i^lace,  and  which  now  caUed  for  different' coDditionf. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  was  nolpoger  in  plaee ;  lie 
was  no  longer  refponfible  for  the  tentis>:  and  therefore  the 
circumftances  were  changed. 

But  to  (hew  that  there  was  no  other  change  of  circiim* 
fiances,  he  went  into  a  long  and  particular  detail  of  the 
relative  iituation  of  the  belligerent  powers*^  their  flrengtb, 
their  reiburcea,  their  want$,  their  objeAi,  and  their  prof«^ 
pe£ls,  deducing  from  this  the  inference,  that  it  was  abfi}-^ 
lutely  and  indiffienfibly  neceffaryfor  this'confttry  to  have 
peace ;  and  that  under  ail  the  circumftaaces  of  uie  natioo 
at  the  time,  the  terms  which  we  had  procured  were  fair  and 
adv<intageou$.  That  he  might  (hew  this  to  be  the  cafe,  be 
examined  the  articles,  and  fpoke  particularly  to  the  point* 
which  bad  been  complained  of :  the  boundaries  of  Ge* 
nada,  the  fifhery  of  Newfoundland,  the  celBon  of  tlie  Flo- 
xidas,   the  abaa^tonment  of  the  JLoyalifts^   and  the  other 
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topics  which  had  engaged  the  attention  of  the  ttouft.  TTe 
concluded  with  recommending  tenlper  and  moderation,  and 
fpurntng  at  all  iinfeafbnable  and  invidious  fchemcs  of  oppoii- 
tion,  in  a  moment  fo  calamitous  and  alarming  to  the  ilatc. 
The  unnatural  alliance  whiPh  it  was  reported  had  taken  place, 
was  undoubtedly  10  be  reckoned  among  the  wonders  of  the 
age.  It  wasTiot  cafy  to  reduce  fuch  an  event  to  any  common 
rule  of  judging  of  men;  it  ftreiched  to  a  point  of  political 
apoftacy,  whkh  not  only  aftonilhed  fo  young  a  man  as  he 
was,  but  aj)parently  aftonifhed  and  confounded  ihc  moft  ve- 
teran obfervcrs  of  the  human  heart.  He  was  exccffively  (jj- 
▼erc  on  this  junAion,  and  fpokc  in  moft  pointed  terms  6? 
reproach'. 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  rofc  to  an  explanation,  which  having  Mr.^hcri- 
made,  he  took  notice  of  that  particular  fort  of  perfonality  **^ 
which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to 
introduce.  He  need  not  comment  on  rt  —  the  propriety, 
ihc  tafte,  the  gentlemanly  potnt  of  it  muft  have  been  obvious 
to  the  Houfe.  Pur,  faid  Mr.  Sheridan,  let  me  affurc  the 
nght  honourable  geuileman,  that  I  do  now,  and  will  at  any 
time  when  he  choofes  to  repeat  this  fort  of  allufion,  meet  it 
with  the  moft  fincere  good  humour.  Nay,  I  will  fay  more-^ 
flattered  and  encouraged  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman's 
panegyric  on  my  talents,  if  ever  1  again  engage  in  the  com- 
portions  he  alludes  to,  1  may  be  tempted  to  an  a£l  of  pre-* 
fumptfon,  to  attempt  an  improvement  on  one  of  Ben  John- 
fon's  beft  charaflers,  the  charadler  of  the  Angry  Boy  in  the 
Alchymifi. 

Mr.  Lee  fpokc  with  great  carneftnefs  againft  the  terms  of  Mr.  Lee. 
the  peace,  and  declared  upon  his  honour  that  in  his  mind 
they  beggared  all  the  treaties  that  evaj-  had  exiftencc,  in  in- 
jury and  difgrace.  With  refpcil  to  the  ceffioo  of  territory, 
it  was  great  and  cxtenfi ve  in  e  very  quarter  of  the  world.  Eu- 
rope, Afia,  Africa,  and  America,  beheld  the  difmembcr- 
ment  and  diminution  of  the  Britifh  empire.  But  this,  alarm- 
ing and  calamitous  as  it  was,  was  nothing  when  put  in  com- 
petition with  another  of  the  crimes  of  the  prefept  peace -^ 
the  ceffion  of  men  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  and  de- 
livering over  to  confifcation,  tyranny,  rcfentmcnr,  and  op- 
prdfion,  the  unhappy  men  who  trafted  to  our  fair  promifes 
and  deceitful  words.  This  was  the  great  ground  of  his  ob- 
jedion  ;  ,and  he  called  it  a  diigracefut,  wicked,  and  treache- 
coys  peace  j^  inadeouate  to  its  ohje£t,  and  fuch  as  no  ma^n 
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could  vote  to  he  lionoura1;le  without  deUv-cring  his  chars^Ckec 
over  to  damnation  for  ever. 

Tl\c  honourable  gentleman  then  adverted  to  what.had  been 
^aid  of  a  junflion  between  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband 
and  his  honourable  friend.     Of  fuch  a  junftion  he  koiew  no- 
thing ;  he  would  only  fay  that  if  it  had  taken  placf,  if  they 
had  done  more  than  met  on   this  queftion,  he  faw  no  harm, 
ind  no  ground  for  charge.     He  had  not  been  in  that  Honfe 
while  the  noble  Lord  was  purfoing  his,fy(lem  for  the  rcfluc- 
tion  of  America  ;  but  he  believed  that  all   who  knew  him, 
knew  that  lie   reprobated   that   fyftem,  that  he  abhorred  and 
•     dihidemncd  it  as  much  as  any  man  in  this  kingdom  ;  but  was 
this  a  reafon  for  him  to  be  the  enemy  of  the  noble  Lord  r  or 
to  confound  the  man  with  the  Miniftcr  ?    L^ndoubtefllv  not. 
Hs  always  refpeflcd  the  private  charaftcf  of  the  nobk  Lord, 
He  believed  him  to  be  honeft  and  manly  in  his  dealings,  that 
his  thoughts  were  upright^  and  his   hands  were  clean ;  and 
ive  have  the  heft  proof,  fays  Mr.  Lee,  that  this  is  the  cafe  ; 
for  if  his  chara£ter  had  not  been  pure  indeed,  we  (hould  not 
have   fccn  the  noble  Lord  attended  by  fo  many  friends  when 
outofoflice.     He  had  obfcrved  his   condufl:  narrowly,  and 
he  had  feen  none*,  of  tliat  fhu filing  left-handed  dealing,  which 
made  him  the   determined   enemy  of  another  noble  perfcn. 
When  he  was  to  decide  which  of  the  two  men  to  prefer,  the 
fjoble  Lord,  or  the  Karl  of  Shelburne,  he  could  not  hclitate 
for  one  moment ;  becaule  he  could  not  hclitate  for  one  inflanc 
to  prefer  openncfs  to  concealment,  and  honefty    to  artifice. 
He  fpoke  inmoft  fcvere  terms  of  theMinifter,  and  reprobated 
in  the  warmeft  terms  the  whole  of  his  fyftaii. .   He  had  c;ained 
his  liturvtion  by  means  not  only  mean  butdilhoneft.     He  had 
fhcwn  as  little  faith  to  his  colleay^ucs,  as  he  had  gratitude  tq 
the  men  who  brought  him    intoollice;  and  all  his  dealings 
were  marked  with  low  cunning  and  jcluitical  hypocrify, 
l^on  Mr.         The  hon.  Mr.  iVor/ort  fciid,  he    underftood    the   riijht   ho- 
Nonon.        hourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  have,  in  a  part 
of  his  fpccch  cxprefTcd  an  inclination  to  feparate  the  confide- 
ration  of  the  European    treaties    from    that  with   America, 
which  being  anfv/cred  in    the  negative,  Mr.  Norton  added, 
.  that  under  all  the  circumllances,  he  was  willing  to  approve 
of  the  two  former  ;  but  on  account  of  the  article  relating  to 
the  Loyalifts,  he  felt  it  impollible  to  give  his  afTent  to  the 
latter. 
lorJ  TrcA.         Lord  Frederick  CiWphe-l  took  fire  at  wh^t  Mr.  Lee  had  iaid, 
Cainpbsii.    tlut  evcry  man  who  voitd  for   the  prcient   peace  would  be 

'    I       "  damned 
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(lamncci  in  Im  cliaraflcr  ;  and  declared  he  came  down  tb\1ic 
Houfe  unbiaffcd,  lliat  he  meant  to- vote  honcftly  and  fairly, 
and  lie  meant  to  vote  for  the  addrefs  ;  but  he  would  not  bear 
to  hear  Iris  charaflcr  queftioned  for  fudi  condu£>. 

The //(fornfy-Gcncral  rofc  alfo  extremely  warm,  and  faid,  Mr. /ittor- 
he  did  cot  underftand  foch  fwaggcring  language.     His  cha-  ncy-Geae- 
raflcr  was  as  fair  as  his  learned  .friend's,  and   who  fliould  "^* 
dare  to  fay,  tlwit  he  damned  his  charaftcr  by  voting  for  tlie 
Tiidrcfs.     He  charged  the  honourable  gcntlcirvnn  with  having 
wl'cd  rcry  improper  language  with  refpcft  to  the  Miniftcr. 

Mr. /.e-r  explained  his  meaning,  and  recalled  the  cxprefs  Mr.  Lee, 
words  which  he  had  ufcd  to  the  memory  of  the  Houfe  :  "he 
h:id  not  fa  id  that  thofe  men  who  merely  approved  of  the  peace 
would  fufler  in  charaSer ;  but  that  thofe  men  who  flioulj 
vote  It  to  be  honourable,  would  be  damned  in  reputation,  and 
this  be  contended  was  fair   parliamentary  language. 

Mr.  .Krf/n-  rofc  to  fiill  the  troubled  waters,  and  with  a  Mr.  Risbj« 
happy  cxercifc  of  pleafantry,  faid,  he  dcfircd  to  npologi/x 
for  i^Ir.  Lee  as  a  young  member,  for  the  vnguarded  maooer 
in  which  he  had  delivered  his  opinion.  Mr.  Rigby  called 
back  the  Houfe  to  the  real  qucftions  Ijefore  them,  and  termed 
the  conjoined  amctidment  an  innocent  Uikcwarm  performance,* 
and  affigned  his  rcafons  for  voting  for  the  Addrefs,  as  origin 
naUy  moved.  ' 

Mr,  ^i/am  conjclqded  the  delwtc  with  galling  to  the  recoU  Mr.  Adim. 
le£lion  of  the  Houfe,  the  proceedings  held  in  general  on  the 
ratification  of  treaties  of  peace.  Before  the  laft  treaty,  ii  was 
never  praSifed  to  take  Preliminaries  intoconficlcrntion  ;  Par- 
liament conceiving  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  .with  the  fafl 
itfclf,  and;  therefore  they  proceeded  immediardy  agninllMi- 
niftcrs.-— —  He  gave  his  rcafons  for  voting  agairtil  the  ad- 
drefs. 

At  half  paft  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Houfe  di- 
vided. Ayes,  for  the  amendment,  214.;  noes,  20S  ;  ma- 
jority againft  Minifters,   16.  ' 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  to  draw  up  the  addrefs, 
tbos  amended. 

» 

February  19. 

The  Houfe  went  up  to  St«  James's  with  the  addrefs  ;  to 
which  his  M<ueAj  W9S  plea&d  ro  rciuvn  a  m'oft  gn-acious  an-. 
fwcr. 

The  , 
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The  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond  reaJinj^  of  the  bill 
for  fccuring  to  Ireland  the  exclufiye  right  of  judicature  and 
legiflatare,  having  been  read, 
Mr.s«f.  Mr.  Secretary  TffWffJhatJ,  from  a  previous  comiDnnicatton 

Ti>wAAcfi4  iijat  had  been  n*adc  to  biro,  underftood,  he  faid,  that  gentle* 
men  wifhed  tofay  fomething  on  the  fubjed  of  it ;  but  conli« 
dering  the  prefent  ftatc  of  Ireland,  if  he  might  advife,  he 
would  recommend  it  to  gentlemen  to  fay  as  little  as  pof« 
fiWe. 

Mr.  Pkrd-       ^^*  P^^^'^^^^  J^^^J  >  ^^^  wofds  to  fay  5    Parliament  were 
i«L  going  to  renounce  all  civil  juri(^i£lion*ovtr  Ireland  ;  he  fup« 

-^  pofedtliey  would  of  courfe  thinK  it  reafonable  to  renounce 

at  the  fame  time  all  criminal  jurifdi£tton  ;  and  if  they  dtd^ 
it  would  be  neceifary  to  take  into  coniideration  the  35th  of 
Henry  VIII.  by  which  ftatute  it  was  provided,  that  all  fub* 
jeds  who  (hauld  commit  ireafons,  he.  out  of  the  realm, 
ftoald  be  tried  for  the  fame  in  England  ;  by  virtue  of  this 
sAy  Lord  Maguire  had  been  OYef-ruled  in  his  plea  againft 
thejurifdiAion  of  ihe  court  that  tried  him  in  England,  for 
an  offence  that  was  committed  in  Ireland  ;  for  it  was  deter* 
inioed  that  as  Ireland  «vas  out  of  the  realm,  it  was  vtrithin 
Ihfsftatute;  and  thus  that  nobleman  had  b^en  deprived  of 
the  trial  by  bis  Peers,  hiving  been  tried  here  by  Commo* 
i>er.«,  and  execued  :    but  as  there  were  other  cafes,  froal 
which  it  appeared  that  the  right  of  bringing  from  Ireland, 
and  trying  them  here,  perfons  who  were  charged  with  critne$ 
commfrred  in  Ireland^  fo  it  would  be  necefi'ary  to  provide 
againS  this  right,  or  fuppofe^  ^'^U  ^7  ^  claufe  in  th6  bill  \ 
tmong  various  cafes,  were  Ibofeof  the  £arl  of  Ontit^nd,  of 
the  Mayor  of  Cork,  who  was  tried  here  for  the  part  he  took 
in  Ireland  in  the  affair  of  Perkin  Watbcckt  ^^  Lord  Grey, 
and  numberlefs  others,  down  from  the  reign  of  Edward  I  «-^ 
He  then  was  going  to  move  a  daufe,  which  he  had  drawn  up 
for  thepurpofe  d  taking  away  fhisjurifdi£lion  from  England, 
but  he  dropped  it  on  being  informed,  that  this  was  iKst  the 
ilage  of  the  bill  for  moving  elaufes. 
lir«lkirlce.      Mr.  BurkiidSiA  the  bufinefs  was  of  the  mofl!  delicate  na« 
ture,  and  ought  to  be  handled  in  the  mod  delicate  manner  ;  a 
thoufand  difficulties  bad  ftafted  tip  from  the  repeal  of  the  6th 
of  George  I.  which  were  not  to  be  removed  but  by  the  great- 
eft  delicacy  poifible :  be  was  afraid  that  the  honourable  mem* 
ber*s  claiafe  wouki  rather  add  to  than  diminini  ihem* 
^Enttfa*         Earl  Nugent  was  for  caution  in  the  proceeding* 
"^  Lor4 
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L<Mrd  Ntwhaum  was  of  opmion,  that  the  idea  of  the  crU  tor^  Kcw- 
minal  junfdiftion  ought  to  be  adopted;  and  if  for  no  other '*•'*"• 
reafboy  at  leaft  for  this,  that  it  had  been  mentioned;  for  it 
woqU  throw  a  fofpicion  of  infincerity  on  all  their  proceed^* 
lo^s,  if  they  fhonld  reje&  any  pnopolition  that  iiad  for  its 
objed  the  fecuring  the  ezclufive  rights  of  judicature  and  le-* 
giflatore  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  tValiact  thought  Ireland  could  not  take  any  umbrage  Mr.  Wal* 
at  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII,  as  it  extended  to  France,  Spain,  ***^- 
or  any  other  kin^om  in  or  out  of  Europe,  over  which  we 
had  no  jurifdifkion,  as  much  as  to  Ireland  ;  for  it  provided, 
that  perfons  charged  with  felonies  or  treafons  committed  out 
of  the  realm,  fluwldbe  tried  in  it.    ' 

Lord  Newbcpvcn  faid  this  did  not  apply  ;  for  though  treafbn  L4.  Ne%^ 
might  be  committed  in  Incland,  yet  the  judicature  of  that  *"'•"• 
country  muft  be  held  to  be  incompetent,  and  not  fovereign, 
if  it  was  to  be  deprived  of  its  natural  jurifdif^ion  over  perfona 
within  the  fphere  of  its  operation  where  they  committed  the 
crime  ;  and  therefore  it  was  but  fir,  that  pcribns  charged  with 
the  commtf&on  of  crimes  in  Ireland,  ihould  not  be  carried 
out  of  that  realm  for  trial,  but  Ihould  be  tried  in  Ireland.  -^ 
The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  ;  and  an  order  was  made  that 
it  be  read  on  that  day  fc'nnight. 

Lord  Newhaven  was  giving  notice  of  Ibme  motion  he  in-*' 
tended  to  move,  for  to-morrow  or  next  day,  when  he  was 
informed  that  both  days  were  engaged  for  the  purpofe  of 
hearing  coonfel  on  the  bill  againft  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold. ' 

Mr.  Fox  iaid  he  did  not  clearly  undcrftand  this  fort  of  mz^  ^^^  p^^ 
oagement  of  buitnefa.  He  did  not  wiih  to  give' any  oppo& 
tion  to  the  farther  proceedings  in  the  aflfair  of  Sir  Thotxu» 
Rcmbold,  but  after  the  addrefs,  which  that  Houie  had;*  ib 
much  to  its  honour,  voted  on  Tuefday  morning,  every  gen-( 
tlenaan  muft  iee  it  was  highly  ncceiTary  that  the  Houfe  fnould 
as  early  as  poffible  pot  it^If  into  fuch  a  (ituation  as  to  enable 
gentlenien  to  take  tbe  treaties  of  peace  into  their  mod  fei'iou^ 
confideratioo,  and  come  to  fome  refolution  on  the  fubjeft  of 
their  contents*  Jt  was  indifferent  to  him,  whether  they  did 
ib  on  Thurfday  or  Friday,  but,  undoubtedly,  one  of  the 
days  ought  to  be  that,  on  which  the  Houfe  fhould  proceed 
to  fulfil  their  promiie  to  the  Throne.  Mr.  Fox  threw  out 
ibme  allufions  to  the  notice  given  by  Mr.  Pitt,  before  the 
holidays,- of  his  intending  to  bring  forward  his  motion,  re- 
ipefiiog  a  reform  of  Parliament.  That  motion,  he  faid,  every 
geotlemao  muft  feel,  was  of  a  very  ferious  and  important 

nature  4 
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'  nature  ;  he  therefore^  for  one,  could  not  fee  the  ncccflity  of 
poftponing  it  from  time  to  time,  on  the  allcdged  pica,  thac 
matters  of  a  political  tendency,  called  for  dn  earlier  atten-- 
lion.  The  politics  of  this  method  of  delay,  or  thetifc  of  it, 
he  was  equally  at  a  lofs  to  divine;  but  fure  he  was,  it  had 
an  extraordinary  appearance,  and  did  not  carry  with  it  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  cxcufe.  It  had  a  very  fufpicious  afpedV,  and  feemed 
as  if  Minifters  were  more  incfincd  to  hold  oiit  this  as  a  pro- 
iniie  to  the  public,  by  which  they  might  geffome  credit  for 
honourable  inicniions,  than  to  come  to  any  dec ilion  upon 

it* 
mr.Pitt.  Mr.  CljaJiccltor  Pitt  ToCe  to  declare,  that,  he  was ^  glad  to 
hear  an  early  day  wa ;  to  be  taken  for  proceeding  upon  th© 
addrels,  which  that  Hbulc  had,  (as  it  was  ftated)  fo  much'  to 
their  honour,  voted  on  Monday  laft,  or  rather  on  Tuefday 
morning.  He  had,  he  faid,  been  anxious  to  know  what  tlic 
mode  of  proceeding  would  be  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man oppolite  to  him  meant  to  purfue  in  confequence  of  car* 
rying  the  amendment.  Undoubtedly  in  a  matter  of  (b  much 
importance,  he  believed  the  ufage  and  pna£Vice  of.  Parlia- 
ment rendci^d  it  ncccffary  that  notice  fhould  be  given  of  the 
day  on  which  it  would  be  proceeded  upon  ;  be  the  ileps  t9 
be  taken  what  they  might,  the  Houfc  might  rcfk  aflurcd  he 
would  never  avoid,  or  fhrink  from  any  enquiry  the  Houfe 
might  pleafe  to  inflitute.  If  therefore  any  papers  were  to  be 
called  for,  to  elucidate  the  invcftigation  intended,  if  it  were 
not  too  much  to  alk  for  it,  he  fhould  be  glad  they,  might  be 
,.  -  moved  asibon  as  poffiblc.  With  regard  to  the  motion  for  a 
parliamentary  freform,  of  whidh  he  had  given 'notice,  and 
with  a  deiign  cf  delhving  which,  for  political  purpofes,.  a 
charge  had  juft  been  infinu?itedagainft  him,  he  knew  of  no 
fvich  motives,  but  in  the  moft  di reft  aud  express' terms  he 
difclaimcd  them.  The  rcafons  that  •  had  occalioned  him  to 
delay  brrnginp:  that  motion  forward  were  twofold ;  the  -one, 
that  matters  of  a  temporary  anJ  raoft  fcrioufly  important-na- 
ture, had,  as  the  Houfe  had  fcen,  lately  prolledupon  the  at- 
tention of  Parliament  and  upon  Miniilcrs;  the  other,  that 
hd  wiflied,  when  he  did  come  forward  with  that  motion,  to 
'  come  prepared  wiih  all  the  information  that  he  could  obtain* 
Of  late,  he  made  no  fcruple  to  confcfs,  he  had  not  had  much 
leifurc  to  iuftruft  liimfclf  farther  upon  the  fubjcft,  than  he 
had  been  inftrudlcd  laft  feffion.  Thefe,  and  thefe  only,  were 
the  motives  that  had  influenced  him  to  poftpone  it  hitherto ; 
he  difclaimcd  all. others,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  politicB  of 

ihc 
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the  delay,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been  pleafcd  to 
phrafeit;  but  he  did  aflure  that  honourable  gentleman  and 
the  Hoafe,  that  when  he  thought  himfelf  ripe  enough,  and 
the  Houlc  ready  to  receive  the  motion,  he  would  bring  it 
forward,  and  ftate  tlie  grounds  of  it  in  the  beft  manner  that 
all  the  confideration  he  had,  and  (bould  be  able  to  give  it, 
would  allow. 

Lord  John  CteuenAJh  faid,  with  regard  to  the  day  of  pro-  Lo^  jf^f, 
ceecing  upon  the  Treaties,  it  was  perfedly  indifBerent  to  him  Cavcodtih, 
what  day.     Let  Minifters  chuie   their  own  day,  and  that 
fliould  be  his.     An  early  day  muft,  however,  be  taken,  and 
the  confideration  muft  be  ferioufly  gone  into,  when  fuch 
parts  as  called  for  condemnation,  m  all  probability,  would 
receire  it.     Lord  John  took  occafion  to  complain,  that  a  con- 
temptible publication  by  ftating  the  di\n(ion  of  Monday  laft, 
with  the  words   hwr  the  Peace  and  Againft  the  Peace^  Oppofite 
to  the  numbers  of  ayes  and  noes,  had  miiled  the  public,  and 
given  rife  to  an  idea  without  doors,  that  he  had  moved  a' 
thing  that  might  imfettle  and  difturb  the  peace.     Genf lemen 
knew  that  the  reverfe  was  the  fa£V,  anti  ihit  his  argument 
and  his  motion  both  went  to  declare,   that  the  Houfe  would 
inviolably  adhere  to  the  pledge  of  public  faith. 

Mr  Seerettiry  Townfhend  lard,  as  long  as  he  felt  himfelf  fup-  Mr.  Sec. 
ported,  and  his  public  conduft  approved  by  fuch  a  fct  of  re-  TowailitA 
fpedable  and  independent  gentlemen  as  had  ftood  forward  on 
Monday  laft,  and  voted  with  him,  he  was  perfectly  indifFe-» 
rent  what  other  combination  of  "parties,  what  new  jun£lion  of 
bodies  of  men  oppoicd  him-  It  was  by  that  worthy  dcfcrip- 
tionof  charaders,  the  country  gentlemen,  that  he  wifhed  his 
cooduft  to  l>e  judged ;  by  men  conne£^ed  with  no  party  ! 
Men  who  followed  the  whiftling  of  no  name  !  men  who  had 
fenfe  and  fpirit  to  judge  for  themfelves,  and  did  not  pin  their 
faith  on  the  fleeves  of  others  :  to  fuch  men's  deciiions  he  ever 
Ihould  bow  with  reverence ;  and  the  lupport  of  fuch  men  he 
ever  (honld  confider  as  his  higheft  honour.  If  he  muft  fall, 
if  he  muft  be  condemned,  let  fuch  men  try  his  caufe,  and  he 
was  Aire  he  Ihould  obtain  juftice.  Mr.  Townfhend  faid,  he 
was  ready  to  meet  any  motion  the  gentlemen  oppoiite  to  him 
intended  to  make,  and  thefooner  they  brought  it  forward  the 
better.  -    • 

Mr.  Fox  declared  he  was  perfeftly  aftoniflicJ  at  his  honou-  Mr. Fox. 
rabie  friend's  language.     It  was  the  firft  time  he  had  ever 
heard  a  gentleman's  conduft  was  lefs  praife- worthy,  becaufe 
that  gentleman  a£ted  in  concert  with  others.     This  do6tr)ne 
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was  not  only  new  to  him,  bnt  a  little  the  more  extraordinary 
coniidering  from  whom  it  came*  Had  his  honourable  friend 
forgot  for  how  many  years  they  had  aAfed  toeetfaer  #ith  a 
large  party  conncAed  uix>n  public  principle  ?  Had  he  totally 
loft  the  recolleftion  how  often  they  had  in  that  Houfe  fongfar^ 
and  how  often  they  had  conquered,  Ivhen  afting  in  concert  i 
Had  he  always  entertained  the  fame  fentiments.as  thoie  he 
had  juft  delivered  ?  Did  he  think  his  conduft  formerly  Ibfs 
honourable  than  he  conceived  his  conduft  oPlate  to  have 
been  ?  Had  the  many  years  they  had  a£ted  together  in  cott« 
cert  proved  the  leaft  comfortable  of  his  life?  Did  he 
feel '  himfelf  more '  happy  and  more  eafy  where  he  now 
fat  ?  Or^  what  was  infinitely  of  higher  importance^  did  he 
imagine  his  country  derived  ntore  advantitt;es  from  hit 
fervices  in  his  present  fituation,  than  they  had  reaped  from 
his/ormeiT  parliamentary  conduft?  Theie  were  queftions^ 
Mr.  Fox  laid,  that  naturally  occurred  to  his  mind ;  to  &y 
nothing  of  the  vulgar  and  mvidious  ftile  of  argument;  to 
which  his  honourable  friend  had  adverted  ;  an  evident  proof 
to  him,  that  when  men  have  been  baffled  on  one  importaat 
pointy  they  will  have  recoutle  to  any  pretext,  to  comfort 
and  fave  tnemfelves  from  (hame.  But  if  it  were  ncceflary  to 
follow  the  example,  it  were  eafy  for  him  to  prove  that  the 
Addrefs  the  HoUfe  had  voted^  had  been  fupportcd  by  as  many 
gentlemen  of  the  defcription  jtift  mentioned,  as  had  voted  the 
other  way ;  he  difdained  howevet  til  fuch  yuigar  and  inridi- 
oos  diftinCtions,  and  was  free  to  own,  there  were  on  the  other 
fide  the  Houfe  many  gentlemed  of  the  higheft  reibeAalylity^ 
whofe  charaAers  he  admired^  and  whofe  frieodinip  he  had 
thought  it  an  honour  to  cultivate,  but  who  heverdielefs  dif- 
fered cxtremelv  from  him  upon  political  fubjefts.  Let  gen« 
tlemen  exerci(e  thb  freedotn  of  their  minds  ;  Ut  them  judge 
fo(  themfelves ;  he  defired  only  to  be  tried  by  his  public  con- 
duA,  but  he  never  would  admit  that  any  man's  voting  with  a 
body,  united  upon  principle,  was  a  matter  of  reproach, 
M'.D*  Mr.  D.HariUy  rofe.to  ftate  fome  reafotis  for  adjpuraing 

Hartky.  |]|e  call,  but  the  Houfe  being  impatient  to  be  called  over, 
and  "Mr.  RoUe  declaring,  he  would  divide  the  Houfe  upon 
the  queftion,  if  any  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  stj  Mr. 
Hartley  concluded  with  moving,  ^*  that  the  Houfe  be  now 
called  over.** 
L9rd  North.  Lord  North  faid,  he  thought  the  fubje A  of  equal  repre« 
fentatioh,  which  a  right  honourable  gentleman  had  declared 
he  Ihould  bring  forwiud  fhortlyi  was  an  ample  reafon  for  ad« 

journin^ 
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joaniiog  the  call ;  and  be  the  rather  propofed  it,  as  he  under-    -  - 
fiood  a  oew  call  rouft  wait  for  fix  weeks,  before  it  coald  be 
made,  fo  much  notice  being  requicefl  to  be  given  by  the  rules 
of  the  Houfe.    His  Lordinip  pre^,  that  the  motion  for 
an  equal  reprefentation,  might  be  made  as  (bpn.  as  pofiible, 
for  the  fake  of  its  being  made  in  a  full  Houfe ;  at  the  fame 
time  he  meant  not  to  hurry  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  as 
the  motion  was  to  fhake  the  conftitution,  and  to  unhinge  it, 
too  much  preparation  could  not  be  taken  previous  to  the  pro- 
pofition  to  Parliament  to  adopt  a  meafure  of  fuch  innnite 
magnitude*     He  wi(hed«    therefore,    the  right  honourable 
gentlemen  to  mature  hin^felf  upon  the  fubje£t  as  much  as 
polfibIe»  and  thought  it  fair  to  fay,  that  there  was  not  in  that 
Houfe  a  more  determined  enemy  to  the  idea  than  he  was ;  he 
was  for  no  iteration  whatcyer ;  this  ever  had,  and  he  be- 
lieved ever  would  remain  his  fixed  and  unalterable  opinion. 
From  the  importance  of  the  fubjeA,  however,  he  wifhed  it 
to  come  on  in  a  full  Houfe,  and  as  the  nearer  to  Eafter  the    . 
motion  was  made,  it  would  be  more  likely  to  be  made  in  a 
thin  Houfe,  he.  hoped  it  would  be  made  early  ;  and  as  the 
fafpending  of  a  call  was  thought  to  fecurc  a  full  attendance, 
he  felt  that  to  be  a  ftrong  argument  for  adjourning  the  call 
tbea«  inftead  of  calling  over  the  Houfe  that  day, 

Mr.  Foff  faid,  he  was  about  to  commit  again  the  high  and  Mr.  Fox. 
enormous  prime  of  voting  with  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribband,  bj^caufe  he  thought  the  fuller  the  Houfe,  when  the 
fulled  alluded  to  was  brought  forward,  the  better.  When 
that  day  came,  it  would  then  be  found,  that  no  two  men 
could  d$ffcT  more  on  one  and  the  fame  meafure  than  he  and 
the  noble  L*ord  (hould.  The  noble  Lord  had  aflured  the 
Houfe,  that  be  was  the  determined  ^emy  of  the  motion  in* 
tended  ;  the  Houfe  would  find  him  as  firmly  its  determined 
friend.  Mr.  Fox  paid  Mr.  Pitt  fome  high  compliments  on 
tbe  very  able  maaoer  in  which  he  had  opened  the  fubjefi, 
when  he  had 'made  bis  motion  laft  feiiion ;  and  faid,  his  man«« 
ner  of  treating  the  fuhjed  then  had  not  only  excited  the  ad- 
miiation  of  the  whole  Houfe,  but  convinced  them  that  he 
had  oiade  himfelf  fo  compleatly  mafter  of  it,  that  he  was 
perfuaded,  the 'Houfe  wpuld  agree  with  him,  that  no  pains 
could  add  to  his  information  upon  it.  Mr.  Fox  ur^ed  the 
neceffity  of  having  a  full  Houfe  when  the  day  for  making  the 
motion  in  queftion  fhould  arrive;  and  therefore  thought, 
under  that  peculiar  circumftaqce,  the  adjoorimient  of  the 
call  ncceirary, 

Qji  ^  Mr.  Cbatt* 
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Mr.  Chin.       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  politely  acknowledged  Mr.  Fox's  fcivi- 

cellor  Pitt,  jjjy^  |^„^  dcfircd  to  be  underftood  rightly  ;  he  had  never 
pledged  himfelf  to  move  for  an  equal  reprefentation,  as  the 
noble  Lord  had  fuggcfted.  What  he  had  pledged  himfcVf  to 
bring  forward  was  a  motion  on  the  fubjcft  of  Parliamerjtary 
reform. 

A  loud  expreffion  of  the  word,  "Call,  call!"  came  from 

Mr.Barke.  all  parts  of   the   Houfc.     Mr.  Burke,  however,  rofe,  and 
made  a  (hort  fpcech,  in  which  he  greatly  complimented  the 
country  gentlemen,  into  whofe  hands  he  faid,  he  ha/d  cndca-. 
voured,  by  a  bill  he  had  drawn,  and  introduced  fbme  years 
ago,  to  throw  the  government  of  the  country. 

Mr^Hyng.  Mr.  ^^'•.e,  and  Vome  Others  mentioning,  that  the  call  had 
been  laft  adjourned,  ujX)n  a  folemn  promtlc  that  it  Ihould  be 
enforced  on  this  day,  the  Houfe  agreed  to  enforce  it  then, 
and  proceeded  to  call  the  names  immediately. 

February  lO. 
Ordered  papers  to  be  laid  on  the  table;  and  proceeded  to 
hear  counfel  on  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold's  bill. 

February  21. 
Mr.  Sec.  Mr.  Secretary  Twvn/hend  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

Towjiihead«  x,o  make  fome  proviiional  regulations  relative  to  trade  between 
this  country  and  An>erica  ;  he  faid,  that  in  order  to  prevent 
a  debate  on  the  fubjefl  of  this  bill,  which  might  keep  the 
Houfe  from  going  into  the  important  bufinefs  of  the  day,  be 
would  tiot  then  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  regulations  he  in- 
tended to  edablifh  ;  but  would  content  himfelf  for  the  prc- 
fcnt  with  iimply  moving  for  leave  to  bring  m  the  bill.  , 
L«>HKew.  I^O'^d  Newhavcn  aflced  what  neceffity  there  was  for  making 
htven.        proviiional  regulations,  when  a  permanent  fyftem  might  be 

propoted 
Mr.  T.  Mr.  T.  Tfywnjhend  replied,  that  there  was  the  greateft  nc- 

•Jownfliend  g^jflj.y  for  making  fome  temporary  regulations,  bccaufe  the 
merchants  were  all  complaining  that  there  were  legal  impedi- 
ments in  theif'  way,  which  muft  be  fpeedily  removed,  or  they 
could  not  avail  themfelvesof  the  peace  with  America,  in  or- 
•  der  to  open  a  trade  with  that  country  :  their  complaints  were 
well  founded  ;  and  it  was  but  juft  that  until  a  general  coa»* 
tnercial  fyftem  fhoutd  be  complcated,  and  ready  for  the  coo- 
fideration  of  Parliament,  proviiional  regulations  (hould  in 
the  mean  time  he  ^naAcd.     The  motion  pailcd  without  any 

farther  obfqrvation, 

PIS- 
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DISCUSSIOK  OP  THE  PRELIMINARY  ARTICLES 

OF  PEACK- 

Lord  John  Caveniijh  called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  Lord  ]«hft 
farther  proceeding  on  the  Preliminary  Articles^  and  which  Ca^'*^** 
bis  Lordihip  would  not  have  done,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
reports  ndoftriouflv  propagated,  with  what  views,  or  by 
whom,  the  noble  Lord  would  not  take  upon  himfclf  to  de«' 
termine,  that  the  pcrfons  who  had  propofed  and  voted  for  the 
amendment  on  Monday  laft  were  not  friends  to  peace  ;  and 
that  their  intention  was  to  fhake  or  annul  that  which  had 
been  done  by  virtue  of  the  King's  prerogai ivc.  The  nobl^ 
Lord  difclaioQcd  every  idea  of  fuch  a  nature  ;  he  had  not  a 
fingle  'thought  bordering  upon  fuch  an  intention ;  it  was 
firmly  hi^,  aeiire,  his  wifh,  and  his  determination ;  and 
equally  was  it  that  of  thole  with  whom  he  had  the  honour  of 
aAing  on  all  occafions,  as  well  as  of  thofe  other  perfons,  he 
believed,  who  had  voted  with  him  on  this  occafion ;  that 
however  inconiident  they  might  coniider  the  peace,  with 
what  this  country  had  a  right  to  expeA  from  her  own  iitua* 
tion,  and  the  relative  circumftances  of  her  enemies,  yet  as 
the  public  faith  was  pledged,  facred  and  inviolate  ought  it  to 
be  preferved.  He  difclaimed  any  unworthy  views ;  and  fudh 
were  attached  to  the  idea  that  had  been  tent  abroad,  that 
firuggling  for  power,  the  parties  who  had  voted  for  the 
amendment  had  condeoined,  and  were  refolved  to  invalidate 
the  peace,  merely  to  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  private  confide* 
ration  :  but  if  the  ideas  of  the  perions  who  had  fpoken  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  amendment  had  been  properly  underftood,  and 
bad  been  fo  conveyed  abroad,  men  would  have  found,  that 
what  had  been  faid  by  the  fupporters  of  that  amendment^ ' 
was,  that  let  the  peace  be  ever  fo  incpniiftent,  be  it  ever  (b 
contrary  to  the  interefts,  and  ever  fo  degrading  to  the  politic 
cal  confcquence  of  the  ftate,  yet  as  the  faith  of  the  nation  ' 
was  pledged  to  its  obfervance,  every  iota  of  it  ought  to  be 
ftridly  maintaioed.  The  noble  Lord  faid,  that  he  was  of 
opinion  very  ftrongly,  notwithftanding  fuch  was  his  inten« 
tion  of  not  interfering  with  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  of  making  peace  and  war,  that  the  peace  was  not  fuch 
a  peace  as  we  were  entitled  to.  We  were,  by  the  formidable 
and  truly  refpef^able  ftate  of  our  navy— by  tne  circumftances 
of  the  great  and  decided  fuperiority  acquired  by  LiOrd  Rod« 
ney*s  glorious  viftory  in  the  Weft  Indies  —  by 'the  equal* 
ly  glorious  defeat  of  the  tremendous  attack  upon  Gibraltar-^ 
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by  our  fuperioritv  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  whicfa,  the  noble  Lord 
would  take  upon  kim  to  fay,  we  enjoyed  to  a  degree  wUch 
entitled  us  to  conquefts  — •  and  by  our  refources,   and  many 
ottier  con^deraiions,    cqtitl^.  to    9    peace    nH>re    bonoa- 
xaUe,    more  advantageous,    and   better  calcuUted  to  pre«^ 
ferve   the    political    and  commercial  coniirqueQce   of   thit 
copntry.     Peace  w^s,   uiulpubtedly,  a  defirablc,   a  moft  dc^ 
fir^blc  obje£t ;  the  neceflitie^  of  the  ftate  called  for  it ;  our 
trade,  ouf  psanufaQures,  every  (uotive  cried  aloud  for  it,  to 
fbotlie  the  cs^laipiiies,  ^nd  heal  the  wounds,  of  an  expenfivo 
^nd  unforturiate  war.     The  nobl^  Lord  held  that  do&rine, 
was  convinced  of  the  propriety,  and  would  aft  up  to  the 
principle  of  it,  as  nearly  as  any  man  :  but  though  be  admit- 
ted all  this,  ye^thefe  werq  not  confiderations  fumcient  toui^ 
Minifters,  on  whom  the  noble  ^ord  did  not  mean  any  en* 
minal  cenfurp  (hould  be  heaped,  to  accept  of  peace  on  terom 
fo  degrading  and  difgraceful  as  thofe  in  the  treaties  on  the 
table*     Though  greatly  ?ind  ardently  were  the  blelfings  of 
peace  to  be  defired^  yet  the  facrifices  made  to  obtain  it  were 
infinitely  beyond  th^  neceilities  that  required  it.     And  the 
Doblq  Lord  was  well  aware,  that  it  would  be  urged,  that  the 
refoUrces  of  this  country  were  greatly  impaired;  we  were 
loaded  with  incumbrance!;  our  financed  were   nearly  ex- 
haufted.     Undoubtedly,  the  noble  Lord  would  readily  ad- 
roit the  truth  of  every  one  of  thofe  afltrtions ;  he  would  coa« 
fefs  our  affi^irs  were  much  deranged,  and  that  our  refourcca 
V£&r^  very  much  exhaufted  :  but  though  he  would  allow  thia» 
were  >ye  not  alfo  to  look  at  the  relative  ftatc  of  our  enemies  i 
Were  we  to  qoniine  ourfelves  ^lone  to  the  fad  enquiry  lato 
our  own  decayed  finance  }  Wpre  we  continually  to  brood 
over  our  owq  misfortunes^  loiTi^s,  debts,  and  difgraccf,  and 
h^  fadly  contemplating  the  melancholy  pi£lure  of  our  dff- 
fiefTcs,  which  fome  gentlemen  bad  fo  pathetically  drawn^ 
without  t^ki^g  a  relative  and  comparative  view  of  the  ftate 
of  qi^  enemies  ?    ^^^1  ^^^^  abfojutely,  the  noble  Lord 
Difqui4  contend,  ^s  d^fqftiv^  in  finance  as  wc;  nay,  more,  it 
vca^  a  q4p(lipp  if  tbpy  cpulil  ^d  reiburpes  for  another  cam- 
paign ;  ^pajn  q^baufied  her  territory  bv  the  unfuccefsful  at* 
t^c^.  00  QibraUar,  which  receded  fuch  luftre  on  our  armt^ 
ai  to  raife  our  cpofequpucc  in  Europe,  and  to  givp  confidence 
fp  oqr  forces,  ^nd  vigour  and  energy  to  their  operatiooa. 
Exhaufted,  i^oft  uodoubjedly^  ibe  was ;  and  confcqueotly  ihe 
was  not  in  a  fituation  to  qualify  her  to  demand  the  concef- 
fions  ti^jfi,  hfid  been  a^^ie  to  ber>  or  to  urge  our  Mioifters  to 

gratify 
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gratifj^  her  in  her  exorbitant  requtf^tioni.     America  tm  fo. 
drcnmftanced,  that  the  idea  of  her  fabjagation  given  up,  we 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  her.     It  was  not  in  the  power  of 
America  t6  wound  us,  if  that  deftruftive  idea  had   been 
thrown  afide.     We  were  invulnertibte  to  America,  untefs  we 
contended  with  her  oA  the  conttneht  of  America.    What  ne* 
celiity,  therefore,  as  that  idea  hatd  been  long  lince  &;tven  tip 
by  the  vote  of  the  Honfe,  and  the  bill  vefting  his  fmjttty  to 
grant,  or  rather  to  recognize"  an  independence  (he  was  not 
long  virtually  poiTefled  of,  to  make  any  conceffions  to  Ame* 
rica,  the  one  of  the  belligerent  powers  who  was  leaft  quali- 
fied to  aft'dffbnfively  agamft  us  ?  As  to  Holland,  the  noble 
I:«ord  made  a  kw  fhort  remarks^  ftating  only  at  la^ge,  as  the 
atticles  relating  to  her  were  not  yet  before  the  Houfe,  that 
fituated  as  Ihe  was,  vdry  much  was  not  to  be  0u:rificed  by  us« 
And  as  to  the  refources  of  the  marine  and  finance  of  France, 
the  noble  Lord  would  contend,  and  deiired  the  gentlemen  to 
confider  o^ndidly  of  the  prdpticty  or  irhpropriety  tof  ihi 
peace,  to  take  their  eyes  for  a 'moment  ofF  the  fitnation  of 
their  own  country,  and  to  fix  them  on  France,  and  the|r 
would  have  reafon  to  rely  on  the  truth  of  His  Lordfhijp'i  po« 
fitioOy  that  in  poitlt  of  nuance  and  refources  for  aiflire  war, 
flle  waa  isqually,  if  not  xhore  decayed  than  vire  were.    He' 
begmd  them  to  refle£k  upon  that  naval  fuperiority  in  the 
W^  Indies  which  he  before  mentioned  to  have.beenac* 
quired  by  Lord  Rodney's  vi£tory ;  that  glorious  victory  1^(1 
us  in  polleffion  of'  a  decided  fuperiority  in  that  )>art  of  the 
world.     Admiral  Pigot  had  under  his  command  a  fleet  of 
forty  fliips  of  the  line,  with  every  neceifary  requifite  of  fri- 
gates, &c«  and  to  coinpleat  that  fuperiority,  the  noble  Lotd 
faid,  on  the  event  of  giving  up  the  impra£ticable  idea  of  c6n- 
ttucntal  conquefb  in  America,  thofe  forces  employed  for  that 
purpofe  co-operating  with  fuch  a  ileet,  gave  us  faperioricy 
indeed ;  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  cStStid  as  it  had  beeni  ih  the 
^ht  of  our  combined  enemies,  was  to  be  cotifidered  as  a  great 
and  brilliant  objeft ;  and  it  was  productive  of  many  advantages 
—  it  gave  us  coiifec^uence  in  the  eyes  of  Earbpe/  it  defeated 
the  ambition  of  Spain,  it  degraded  our  enemy  in  the  eftimation 
of  men^  and  it  left  our  coaft^,  by  the  return  of  the  fleet  that 
bid  performed  that  fcrvice,  defended  ^om  the  infults  of  our 
enemies*   All  thefe  circumftances  united,  gave  the  noble  Lord 
reafon  to  think,  that  to  fpeak  mildly,  the  peace  had  becA  at 
leafl  rather  concluded  in  a  hurry;  and  that,  in  order  ^o  b6 
p«>flefled  of  the  bltflings  of  it^  concefliohs  had  been  i^adfe^ 

thatj 
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that,  in  the  moments  of  cool  refleAion,  would  not  havebecn> 
as   he    imagined,  reconciled  to    the  opinions  ofiomeper-* 
fons  who  had  the  honour  of  dire£ting  his  Majefty's  govern* 
ment*    He  was  far,  therefore,  from  attaching  criminal  cenfure 
to  theperibns  directing  the  negotiations  of  this  peace,  though 
it  had  been  inlinuated,  that  ideas  of  continuing  in  power, 
might  have  operated  to  influence  the  determinations  of  fome 
perfons  of  his  Majefty's  councils,  to  com  pleat  the  event  which. 
Was  the  fubjeft  of  their  animadvcriioas.     The  noble  Lord, 
however,  had  fo  high  an  opinion  of  other  men  in   his  Ma- 
jcfty's  councils,  his  honourable  friend  in  particular  [Mr.  Sec. 
Townfhend]  that  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  believe  that 
any  thing  had  been  done  under  the  direction  of  his  honoura- 
ble   friend,     with    a  view    to  any   other  purpofes    thaa 
what  he  might  have  considered   really  and  eifentially  ne«- 
ceflary  at  the  moment.     The  noble  Lord  gave  the  right  ho* 
nourable  Secretary  credit  for  integrity,  and  many  other  vir- 
tues ;  at  the  fame  time  that  he  could  not  avoid  remarking, 
that  he  in  all  probability  had  conceded  the  dire&ion  of  his 
opinion  to  the  liberality  of  a  noble  Lord  high  in  office,  with 
whom  the  Secretary  adted ;  and  that  the  objefis  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  more  narrow  minded  perfons  were  confidered 
of  magnitude,  were  thought  of  by  him  as  mere  trifles,  for  ia 
the  great  fcheme  of  the  noble  Lord's  liberality  they  had  been 
overlooked.    When  the  aniendment,  which  had  been  pro- 
pofed  on  Monday  laft,   had  been  adopted,  he  had  It  in  con- 
templation to  alK  for  papers,  on  which  he  intended  to  move 
an  enquiry  ;  but  on  reconfideration,  as  no  criminal  proceed- 
ing was  intended  againft  the  Minifters.;  as  he  did  not  wifh  to 
condemn  the  peace,  with  a  view  to  cenfure  Minifters  ;  as  his 
only  objeA  was  to  fhew,   that  the  terms  of  that  peace  were 
fuch,  that  Minifters  ddferved  no  compliment  from  Parlia- 
ment, or  the  nation,  for  having  made  it ;  he  did  not  fee  any 
xieceility  for  moving  for  papers,  as  the  Houfe  had  matters  of 
public  notoriety,  jon  which  they  might  ground  their  refolu- 
tions.     The  relative  fltuation  of  aflairs  of  this  country,  and  • 
of  the  belligerent  powers,  was  a  ground  which  would  fupport 
him  in  declaring,   that  he  thought  the  peace  inadequate  to 
what  we  had  a  right  to  expeA  :  every  part  of  the  three  trea^ 
ties  was  marked  wiih  conceffions,  whicn  were  the  more  mor« 
tifying,  as  we  were  in  afltuation  to  have  refifted  them.     To. 
France,  Minifters  had  given  away  Goree  and  Senegal  in 
Africa ;  Tobago  and  St.  Lucia  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  Mi* 
quelon  and  St,  Pierre^  together  with  the  right  of  fifhing  on 

the 
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the  coaft  of  Newfonndlandy  aod  curing  their  fifli  on  a  greaN 
I7  enlarged  extent  of  Ihore;  and  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  their 
former  poflTeffions  were  to  be  reflored  and  enlarged.  Ta 
SpaiD^  Minorca,  and  the  two  Floridas  were  ceded ;  and  to 
America,  not  only  independence  was  given,  but  an  immenie 
traft  of  land  belonging  to  the  province  of  Canada*  Ta 
the  Dutch,  be  underftood  we  were  to  reftore  every  fettle- 
ment  of  theirs  now  in  our  pofleffion;  fo  that  in  fa£^,  we  had 
fcarccly  done  any  thing  but  made  conceffions  to  our  difFerent 
enemies.  With  all  thefe  objects  before  his  eyes,  he  had 
drawn  4ip  five  propofitions  which  he  would  read. 

ift  Reiblution— **  That  in  confideration  of  the  public 
faith  which  ou^ht  to  be  preferved  inviolate,  this  Houfe  will 
fupport  bis  Majefty,  in  rendering  firm  and  permanent,  the 

f^ce  to  be  condu£led  definitively,  in  confequence  of  the 
roviiional  Treaty  and  Preliminary  Articles,  which  have 
been  laid  before  the  Houfe." 

2d,  ^'  That  this  Houfe  will,  in  concurrence  with  his  Ma* 
jeity*s  paternal  regard  for  his  people,  employ  its  befl  endea- 
vours to  improve  the  blefliogs  of  peace,  to  the  advantage  of 
his  crown  apd.fubje£ts." 

3d,  **  That  his  Majefty,  in  acknowledging  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  virtue  of  the 
powers  veiled  in  him  by  the  a  A  of  the  lafHeffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  enable  his  Majefty  to  conclude  a  peace  or  truce 
with  certain  Colonies,  in  North  America,  has  a£ted  as  the 
circumflances  of  affairs  indifpenfibly  required,  and  in  con- 
formity to  the  ienfe  of  Parliament.** 

4th,  *'  The  conceffions  made  to  the  adverfaries  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  faid  Provifional  Treaty  and  Preliminary 
Articles,  are  greater  than  they  were  entitled  to,  either  from 
the  adual  fituation  of  their  refpedive  pofleffions,  or  from 
their  comparative  ftrength.^* 

5th,  "  That  this  Houfe  do  feel  the  regard  due  from  this 
nation  to  every  dcfcription  of  men,  who,  with  the  rifque  of 
their  lives,  and  the  facrifice  of' their  property,  hayecfiflin- 
guifhed  their  loyalty,  and  been  confpicuous  for  their  fidelity 
during  a  long  and  calamitous  war,  and  to  aifur^  his  Majefly, 
that  they  fhall  take  every  proper  method  to  relieve  them 
'  wliich  the  ftate  of  the  circumftances  of  this  country  will 
permit.** 

Lord  John  concluded  with  declaring,  that  he. and  his 
friends  had  propofcd  this  farther  teftiroony  of  their  deter- 
mination to  fupport  the  peace  on  the  opinion  that  the  na- 
tiopal  faith,  wa^  pledge^  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  that  he  re« 
'  Vol.  IX.  Rr  folved. 


3oa  PARLIAMENTARY        A.  1785. 

folved,  for  ihc  fake  of  national  faith,  to  fupport  the  pcace^ 
he  muft  declare  himfclf  to  be  by  no  means  i'atisfied  with  it. 
He  then  moved  his  firft  refolution. 
Mr.  St  An.      Mr.  St.  Andr4w  St.  John  feconded  the  motion,  and  faid, 
drew  St.      Jjc  could  not  avold  exprcfling  his  furprize,  that  it  could  at 
•'"  "•       .  all  have  gone  abroad  that  the  amendment,  propcfed  by  his 
coble  friend,  %vhich   he  had  the  honour  of  fecondiog  _on 
Monday  laft,  and  which  had  been  carried  fo  very  properly, 
had  manifefted  the  moft  remote  idea  in  the  fupporters  and 
'    friends  of  that  amendment,  to  fliake  or  invalidate  the  peace^ 
however  they  might  have  difapproved  it;  confidering  the 
honour  of  the  nation  pledged  to  obfcrve  it,  they  cDutd  by^ 
no  means,  nor  could  it  be  poffibly  fuppofed  from  the  lan- 
guage they  had  ufed,  that  the  moft  trifling  difi)ofition  pre- 
vailed to  break  the  peace.     It  was  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  to  mkke  peace  and  war.    The  Uoufe  he  relied  did 
not  delire  to  interfere  with  it  ;  and  very  far  was  it  from  the 
perfons   who  had  fupported  that  amendment,  or  the  noble 
propofers  of  it,  to  harbour  fuch  an  idea.     Mr.  St.  Joha 
faid,  he  undoubtedly  was  of  opinion  that  report  had  been 
fent  abroad.    He  thought  the  motion  then  made  by   his 
noble  friend  was  a  wife  meafure,  bccaufe  it  would  defeat  the 
intention  with  which  that  report  had  been  propagated;  a 
report  the  leaft  founded  of  any  that  he  had  ever  heard.     It 
ceilainly  might  tend  to  purpofes  that  were  far  from  being  re- 
concileable  with  the  interefis  of  the  ftate ;  fuch  an  idea  got 
into  the  belief  of  the  coQtra£tiftg  powers,  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  did  not  doubt  it,  would  be  far  from  being  of  public  fer- 
vice.      However,   when   it  was  confidered  who  the  noble 
jnoYcr  of  that  amendment  was,  it  could  not  leave  a  heiita- 
tion  in  the  mind  of  any  man  what  the  refult  of  that  amend- 
ment was,  if  it  was  even  (haded  in  a  doubt ;  but  if  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  affairs  was  the  mover  of  fuch 
an  amendment,  then  indeed,  the  honourable  gentleman  faid, 
he  would  not*  pledge  himfelf,  how  or  with  what  degree  of 
propriety  fuch  an  opinion,  as  had  now  been  propagated, 
would  have  been  received  in  the  world.     Mr.  St.  John  went 
pretty  largely  into  the  birfinefs,  threw  out  fome  ftrong  fof- 
picions  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  affairs,  and  called 
to  the  recoUeftion  of  gentlemen  the  conduft  of  the  Houfe 
on  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  to  prove  that  there  was  no  mode 
of  getting  rid  of  a  peace  t^at  had  been  once  concluded  by 
the  royal  prerogative ;  that  the  only  redrefs  that  could  he 
^  aojuired  for  the  moft  difhonourable  peace,  was  the  punifh- 
'  ment  of  the  minifters  who  had  made  it ;  confequently  the 

amend* 
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imeodmcat)  on  a  former  day^  of  bis  noble  friend^  couM  not 
at  all  have  rclatioo  to  the  idea  that  had  been  fo  very  cttri- 
oufly  annexed  to  it.  The  nation,  enraged  at  the  treaty  of 
Utrechty  had,  by  the  Houfe,  proceeded  to  the  punifhment 
of  the  inioiflers  who  had  fabricated  that  treaty ;  one  was 
lent  to  the  Tower,  the  other  went  into  voluntry  banifli^ 
ment.  That  was  an  inftaoce  to  prove,  that  notwithftand* 
ing  the  people  might  feel  juilly  offended  at  a  peace  which 
their  minifters  miglit  make  for  them,  yet  it  was  no  reafoa 
that  a  violation  of  that  peace  Should  be  the  confequence ; 
for  the  perfons  who  had  negociated  fuch  a  peace  were  only 
the  objeAs  of  public  indignation,  and  who  fhould  make  a 
poor  atonement  for  the  injuries  they  had  done  their  coqntry. 
Mr»  St.  John  dif^pproved  of  the  peace,  and  was  very  ftrong 
in  fupport  of  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend. 

Conimodore  Keith  Stuart  called  the  Houfe  to  a  few  obfer-  Common 
vatjons  he  had  to  make.     For  his  part,  he  did  not  conceive  ^^*  ^^^^ 
that  the  peace  that  had  been  made  for  us  was  of  fo  very  ^^^ 
fcandalous,  fo  verv  difgraceful,   and  fo  very  imprudent  a 
kind,  as  the  noble  Lord,  and  the  honourable  feconder  of  the 
noble  Lord  had  ftated.     He,  for  his  part,  felt  perfeAly  fa« 
tisfied  that  the   peace,  fuch  as  it  was,  was  the  heft  peace 
minifters  could  have  poflibly  made;  and  that  it  was  not  in 
the  nature  of  things  that,  fituated  as  this  country  -was  in 
every  neceffary  department  for  profecuting  a  vigorous  war, 
fuch  a  war  as  the  powerful  combination  otenemtes  we  had 
to  contend  with  called  for,  we  had  a  right  to  expe£t  a  better 
peace.  ^    Ihe  honourable  Commodore    faid  this  notwith* 
ftanding  the  noble  Lord  had  given  a  very  favourable  account 
of  our  naval  power,  an  account  that  mud  in  truth  be  of  the 
moft  agreeable  nature  to  every  perfon  that  heard  it,  and  to 
every  friend  to  his  country,*  if  fortunately  the  ftatement  was 
juft  as  it  bad  been  given  by  the  noble  Lord.     He,  neverthe- 
left,  was  firm,  that  it  was  far  from  being  competent  to  au- 
thorize us  to  uie  that  tone  in  oar  negociations  which  fecmed 
to  be  the  wifh  of  the  noble  Lord.     He  then  proceeded  to 
afiert,  that  whatever  might  be  the  fituation  of  our  coafis, 
whatever  might  be  the  fervice  performed  by  Lord  Howe  in 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  a  fervice  which  was  well  performed^ 
the  Commodore  allowed,  whatever  might  be  the  eclat  we 
acquired  by  the  defeat  of  the  (lege  of  Gibraltar,  and  the  re- 
lief of  it  efFe&ed  in  the  face  of  a  fuperlor  fleet,  all  this, 
however,    in   the  Commodore's  opinion,   conne^ed  even 
with   Lord  Rodney's  vidory,    and  the   incidental  decr^afe 
by  that  glorious  action  of  the  French  navy,  did  not  e(la« 
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Uifh  us  in  foch  a  fituation  as  coold  entitle  mintfters  to  aft 
up  to  the  wifhes  of  ecntlemcn  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe;  nor  had  we  that  decided  fuperiorit^  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  at  leaft,  though  we  for  fome  time  had  it,  we  were  not 
in  circumftances  long  to  maintain  it;  for  he  had  it  firom  the 
firft  authority,  the  beft  authority   that  could  be  gor,   that 
bad  not  this  peace  taken  efieft,  a  fleet  of  at  Icaft  (ixty  (hips 
of  the  li^e  was    rendezvoufing  at  Cadiz  to  effisft  the  re- 
duction of  Jamaica,  and  in  order  to  complete  the  annihila* 
tion  of  the  Britifh  dominion  in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  and 
the  Commodore  alked,    was  not  «fuch  a  power    adequate 
to.  complete  it?    For  beyond sdifpute,  he  doubted  not^  it 
would  be  allowed  that  Admiral  Pigot  had  not  a  power  to 
difpute  the  naval  pre-eminence  in  the  Weft   Indies,   with 
fuch  an  enormous  and  difproportionate  force  as  h:^d  been 
ready    to   difpute   the  dominion  of    thofe  feas  with  him. 
The  Commodore,  after  mentioning  fome  farther  circum- 
ftances on  which  he  grounded  his  aflent.  to  the  conduft  of 
tnintfters,  anfwered  the  noble  Lord  with  refpeft  to  Holland, 
He  faid,  we  were  not  to  truft  to  the  feuds  and  civil  diftrac- 
'  tions  with  which  that  country  had  been  for  fome  time  torn, 
^  they  were  wearing  away  apace,  and,  rouzed  at  length  from 
her  lethargy,  her  coalition   in   a6tive  operations   with  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  would  indifputably  fink  us  under  the  power 
of  fuch  a  monftrous  confederacy.     On  the  event  of  a  juno- 
tion  in  aAive  war,  it  was  impomhle  to  fuppofe  that  we  could 
meet  them  upon  any  footing  of  equality  ;  for  fot.pofing  that 
we  were  even  in  the  fuperior  appointment  of  our  (hips,  and 
the  fpirit  and  ikill  of  our  men,  though  inferior  in  the  num- 
ber of  our  (hipping,  qualified  to  hold  the  empire  of  the  fe^ 
from  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which  the  Commodore  doubted, 
yet,    with  the  coalition  of  twenty-five   (hips,    which   the 
jDutch  could  in  the  enfuing  campaign  undoubtedly  furnifh, 
he  would  not  bihd  himfelf  as  to  the  nutiiber  of  guns,  fiftv- 
four,  fixty-four,  or  feventy-four,  but  he  would  ftate  t\\e 
given  number  to  be  all  two-deckers,  we  muft  to  all  intents 
and  purpofes  be  inferior  and  unqualified,  cither  to  keep  the 
fea,  defend  our  foreign  po(re(fioDS,  or  even  our  own  coafts ; 
^     nor  could  it,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  fuppofed,  that  Hol- 
land would  long  continue  in  that  unhappy  (ituation  which  (he 
Was  then  involved,  at  leaft  it  was  too  weak  a  reliance  for  iisto 
truft  to,  and  a  prefumptioti  that  neither  wifdom  nor  policy 
could  warrant.    The  Commodore  thought  it  his  duty  to  ftate 
thofe  circumftances  to  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  on  confidering 
ihok  circvmftapces  he  thought  himfelf  well  warranted  in  giv- 
ing 
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ing  his  tribute  of  approbation  to  Minifters  with  whom  h» 
profciled  himfclf  unconnected.   ' 

Mr.  Secretary  Ti^wnjhend  txprefk^  his  forprizc  that  ^^^^  JJ'*  Towo* 
the  Houf^  had  been  led  to  cxpcft  a  ftriotis  enquiry  into  the  ft^j/^"* 
different  articles^  of  the  peace  ;  aftef  they  had  been  taught  to 
believe   that  the  addrefs  moved  for  on  Monday  laft,  had 
been  modified  for  no  other  purpofc  than  that  of  affoi  dfng 
gentlemen  time  to  confider  maturely,  and  wcic^h  with  atten- 
tion and  deliberation,  every  part  of   the  different  trefttler 
the  noble  Lord  Ihould  now  call  upon  the  Houfe  t6  confdciflft 
without  confideration,  what  he  could  not   approve,  becaufe 
Be  had  not  confideredit:  if  enquiry  fhould  neceflfarily  pre- 
cede approbation  ;  with  much  more  reafbn  ou^ht  it  to  pre- 
cede  cenfure ;  he  was  therefore  really  fqrpnzcd  that  thcr  ^ 
noble  Lord  Ihould  have   afted  the  part  which  he  then  ap-  * 
peated  in.     He  perfedly  coincided  with  thfe  noble  Lord  in 
his  firft,  fecond,  and  third  motions,  which,  in  his  opinion^ 
Were   abfolutely  rcquifite  to  (hew  to  France,  Spain,  and 
America,  that  the  Parhamcnt  of  Great  Britain  wcic  dcJ 
tartnit^tt*^   to  ratify,  in  the  fulleft  and   mod  ample  manner, 
thofe  Preliminaries  of  Peace  lately  agreed  upon^  and  that 
nothing  was  farther  from  the  intention  of  the  Honfe,  thati 
in  any,  even  the  fmallefl  degree,  to  intiitiatc  an  idcaj  that 
the  faith  of  treaty  ihould  not.  be  prdferved,  and  that  the 
royal  word,  pledged  under  the   authority  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  fhould  not  bis  kept  inviohable,  fo  far  as  t^arliatmcnt 
could  preferv'e  it  from  infraftion.     The  honour  of  the  natioh 
was  infutted  by  the  propogation  of  the  report,  which,  whe*- 
therit  originated^  from  the  ignorance  of  the  wretch  who 
firft  ftnt  it  abroad,  or  from  the  defigns  of  party,  yet  de- 
mah'ded  a  proper,  a  full,  and  a  parliamentary  contradidion* 
For  thefe  teamns,  the  firft  motion  met  his  moft  hearty  con- 
currence.    As  to  the  fecond,  he  favv  no  reafon  to  deny  his 
alTent  to  it ;  indeed  it  did  hot  appear  to  him  very  cdnfiflent 
with  the  cdhdti'fl  of  thofe  Who  patronized   the  amendment, 
and  condemned  the  peace  ;  for  to  improve  the  blclfings  of  a 
peace,  which  they   called  difgraceful,    di/honouraWe,   and 
ruinous,  was  to  fuppoCe  that  ruin  and  difhonour  were  blciT- 
fings.     The  third  was  what  Parliament,  in  a  very  full  af- 
fcmWy,   deemed  requisite,  the   independence   of  Americi ; 
Ihd  therefr^re  he  could  not  poffibly  have  arty  ohjcflion  to  it. 
The  fourth,  indeed,  wore  a  different  complexion  ;  It  re- 
fbeded  M  intenii'on  iri  Parliament  to  take  up  the  ca'ufe  of  n 

the  Loyalift^,  and  make  a  provifion  for  them.     The  Loyal-  ' 
ifts  claimed^  it  Wan  true,  every  affoftion  fVom  this  countyr, 

whofc    ^ 
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ivhofe  caufe  tbey  fopported ;  and  were  tbey  to  be  ahandoaed 
by  Congrefs,  or  to  be  oppreiTcd  by  the  laws  of  America^ 
then  it  would  become  a  matter  of  duty  and  gratitude  in 
Great  Britain,  to  do  every  thing  in  the  power  of  Parlia* 
ment»  and  the  abilities  of  the  nation,  for  their  aiCftancc. 
But  when  the  Provifional  Treaty  referred  them  to  the  ho- 
nour of  Congrefs,  and  in  a  manner  bound  America  to  re- 
ftore  to  them  the  property  confifcated,  and  to  confirm  to 
■  them  what  they  held,  it  would  argue  a  want  of  belief  ia 
what  we  bad  done,  if  we  fubftituted  a  provifion  by  Parlia- 
ment, which  we  looked  upon  as  confirmed  in  negotiations* 
What  would  America  fay  to  fuch  a  refolution  as  that  pro- 
pofed  by  the  noble  Lord  ?  1  hey  would  inftantly  argue,  and 
not  without  juftice,  that  Great  Britain  recommended  a  mat- 
ter which  they  did  not  imagine  would  be  put  into  execu« 
tion ;  and  that  to  fliew  their  di{belief  of  it,  they  agreed  to 
a  refolution,  which  threw  a  reile&ion  on  Congrefs ;  and  al- 
moft,  in  the  moment  of  paying  a  compliment  to  the  honour 
of  America,  told  the  world  they  had  no  confidence  in 'that 
honoor.  Surely,  faid  the  right  honourable  gentlipqaan,  it 
would  be  proper  iirfl  to  try  the  refult  of  a  propofat  before 
we  determine  on  its  effeds.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  de- 
cide when  the  evidence  is  fubflantiated,  and  the  faa  fo  fully 
proved,  as  to  require  the  interference  of  the  Houfe.  To 
anticipate,  in  fuch  circumftances,  what  there  is  but  a  pofH- 
bility  of  happening,  would  he  to  infult  that  power  with 
\vhom  we  have  juft  formed  a  reconciliation.  For  the(c  rea- 
fons,  atid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  hoped  they 
would  come  home  to  the  judgment  and  good  fenfe  of 
every  man,  he  Ihoald  give  his  negative  to  the  fourth  refo- 
"lution.  As  to  the  fifth,  that  was  of  fuch  a  nature  as  re- 
quired little  deliberation..  It  cenfured  the  Minifiers  con- 
cerned in  making  the  peace,  and  therefore  he  (houid  on  that 
move  the  previous  queftion*  The  noble  Lord  who  moved 
thefe  refolutions  bacf  mentioned  that  the  idea 'of  peace  be«* 
ing  againft  the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  was  fent  abroad  either 
through  the  ignorance  of  forae  foolifli  wretch  who  miftook 
the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe,  or  by  the  defigns  of  party  for 
fome  (inifter  pufpofes.  He  afTured  the  noble  Lord,  be  did 
not  fend  abroad  fuch  a  dory  ;  nor  could  it  anfwer  any  view 
of  the  prefent  Adminifiration,  either  to  deceive  the  people, 
or  mifreprefent  fa£ts  to  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  Ame- 
rica. There  were  other  quarters  fiom  whence  fuch  reports 
might  have  arifen,  where  an  intereft  to  diftraA  the  empire 
was  more  naturally,  or  rather  more  poli^cally  txifting.  Af- 
ter 
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t?r  having  faid  thus  much,  he  obTerred,  that  from  the  know- 
ledge be  had  of  the  unfhakeo  integrity  and  honour  of  tho 
noble  Lord»  who  had  moved  one  of  the  propofitions,  and 
was  aboQt  to  move  the  others,  he  was  convinced  that  it  wa» 
not  in  his  own  nature  to  a£t  uncandidly  bv  any  man  ;  but 
he  might  be  led  away  by  that  refpe£^,  whicn  he  entertained 
for  others,  who  knew  how  to  chufe  their  roan,  when  they 
wanted  to  have    any  thing  done,  that  was    not  of   itfelf 
evidently  right ;  for  they  were  aware  that  the  moft  ^ndid 
man  in  the  nation  was  the  moft  fit  perfon  to  make  th« 
Hoofe  think,  that  the  meafure  propofed  was  not  uncandid. 
He  was  perfeAIy  convinced  that  his  noble  friend  was  not 
the  real  author  of  theie  refolutions ;  he  had  not  a  head  or  a 
heart  to  conceive  and  propofe  an  uncandid  meafure ;  though 
his  own  native  honefiy  making  him  judge  of  others  by  him* 
felf,  mieht  make  him  imagine  that  candour  was  not  want- 
ing to  thofe,  who  bad  perfuaded  him  to  ta^ke  the  lead  in  this 
**  biifinefs ;  if  he  was  to  be  judged  by  the  head  and  the  heart 
of  that  noble  Lord,  he  fhould  not  fear  to  be  able  to  make 
die  peace  appear  to  him  a  real  bleffing  to  this  country. 

Sir  Peter  Murrell  declared  tliat  he  concurred  moft  heartily  Sir  Vmn 
in  every  one  of  the  refolutions,  that  had  been  read  by  tte  Buueli. 
noble   Lord  :   but  more  efpecially  in   the  fourth,    which 
conveyed  a  dired  cenfure  on  the  moft  difgraceful,  the  moft 
infamous  treaties  that  had  ever  infulted  that  or  any  other 
Houfeof  Parliament;  treaties  which  contained  almoftasmanj 
conceflions  as  they  did  articles.   Upon  what  principle  had  mf- 
nifters  attempted  to  juftify  them  ?  By  declaring  that  the  ftate 
o^  refources  in  this  country  was  fuch  that  it  was  abfolutely 
imprafticable  to  profecute  the  war.     How  infulting  the  plea 
to  a  high  fpirited  nation,  who  knew  its  own  dignity  too  well, 
and  its  own  refources  to  fubmit  to  diflionourable  teams  of 
-peace  !  If  that  fpirit  had  been  called  forth,  we  fhould  not 
now  have  to  complain  of  an  inglorious  peace ;  but  the  prc- 
ient  Minifters  were  incapable  of  calling  it  forth,  or  direA« 
ing  it  with  any  advantage  to  the  public  :  the  plea  of  inabi- 
lity to  carry  on  the  war,  would  lead  to  confcquences,  which 
probably  minifters  were  not  prepared  to  defend;  for  if  it* 
would  juftify  them  in  making  the  prefent  peace,   it  would 
alio  qualify  them  in    making  a  worfe,   if  a  worfe  could 
poffibly  be  made  :  he  would  aik  them,  if  in  confequenCe  of     - 
the  difordered  ftate  of  our  finances,  and  refource*s,  they  would 
have  ventured  to  fet  their  hands  to  a  treaty  which  fhould 
farrender  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,   Newfoundland,  and  Gi- 
braltar ;  and  fent  the  brave  but  unfortunate  Loyalifts  with 
3  halters 
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baiters  about  their  necks,  to,  Pbiladdphia  to  implore  the 

mercy  of  a  mercilefs  Congrefs  ?  Would  they  hare  coofented 

to  fuch  a  peace  ?   If  ^  they  vpould  not,   they  muft  h^ve  rc- 

fiftod  demands  that  would  cover  them  and  their  country  with 

idifgrace.     If  therefore  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  refift, 

why  did  they  not  avail  themfelves  of  that  power,  aiid  fo 

avoid  the  cbnclufipn  of  a   treaty,  remarkable,  onlv  for  the 

humiliation  and  degradation  of  a  great  su^  power/ul  people^ 

y9ho  were  not  yet  fp  reduced  as  to  bo  under  any  temptation 

fo  facrifice  their  honour  and  their  reputation  ?  The  framers 

pf  this  infamous  peace  faiikd  (one  might  imagine,  by  way  of 

jodockerv)  declared  in   the  Provifional  Treaty,  chat  it  was 

to  h^  founded  in  mutual  intereft  and  reciprocity  ;  but  that 

jreciprpcity  was  darkened  with  fuch  deep  J^des,  that  it  was 

abiblutely  impofliUe  to  ^lifcover  it*     Wo  were  to  give  to 

ihe  Americans  independence;  N^w  York,  Charles  •town, 

Xhc  moft  of  the  province  of  Canada,  the  liberty  of  fifhing 

on  the  coaft  of  Newfoundland,  and  drying  their  fi(h  on 

•the  unfettjed  parts  of  Nova  Scotia :  and  what  was  to  be 

given. to  us  in  return  for  all  thefe  concefllpns  ?T-Nothing. 

*.     •        He  aiked,  if  he  was  not  juftifiable,  therefore,  in  sterling 

that  thQ  recjprofcity  of  this  .treaty  was  90  wherq  to  be  di^ 

covered  ?  It  \yas  argued  alfo,  that  the  great  conceffions  made 

of  territory,  and  other  advantages  to  the  Americans^   were 

confentec;!  to  merely  for  tl^e  pu^wfe  of  making  ^he  peace 

durable,  by  takii^  away  every  handle^  for  dilute  ;^  but  would 

.  any  gentleman  fay,  that  leaving  the  Americans  at- liberty 

to  <lry  .tfojoir  fifli  on  the  unfettled  coaft  of  Newfoundland, 

was  the  way  to  prevent  difputes  ?    DejSnitive   and  prccife 

term ^  could  alone  produce  that  deiirable  effect ;  while  in* 

(definitive  and  vague  exprcflions  would  open  a  wide  door  to 

thofis  yery  difputes,  which   Minivers,  (aid  they  wanted  to 

keep  Q4^t.     How  v^ould   the  word  unfettled  be  underflood 

>  hereafter  ?  What   number  of  houfes  or  plantations  would 

be  ncQcflary  to  conftitute  what  was  called  a  fettled  coaft  } 

For  bis  part,  he  faw  in  this  wording    of  the  treaty,  an 

ettfc^al  fonrce  of  quarrels  and  difputes :  and  when  he  cod« 

fidered  the  footing  on  which  the  Americans  were  with  the 

French,    he   was  not  without  his    apprehenfions  that  the 

right  which  .the  treaty  granted  to  thejatter  to  dry  their  iUh 

on  a  cpaft  near  one  hundred  and  ninety  miles  ip  length, 

would  occdfon  various  attempts  to  bring  in  the  Americans 

to  a  participation  of  this  privilege  ;  add  coofeq^eptly  Iff 

the  fouEjdatiOn  of  endlefs  broils,  which  in  futpr^  might  be 

the  WATf  iGsoAUS  to  this  country,  as  France  was  now  left 

at 
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at   lihf  rty  to  fortify  Miqueloa  and  St.  Pierre,  where  fhc 
tvould  be  able  to  afford  (nelter  and  protedioa  to  her  own 

ihips  and  thofe  of  her   allies,      I  he  article  relative  to  the 

Eaft-Indies  was  fuch,    in  his    opinion,    as  if  it  had  been 
worded    for  the   particular  purpofe   of  concealing   its  true* 
meaning,    if  in  truih  it  had  any  meaning  at  all :  it  waa 

like  the   Jefult's  double   creed;  and' was  rufceptible  of  va«- 
rious  interpretations  ;  for  he  really  believed,  that  if  twenty 

different  perfons  had  been  called  upon  to  explain  it,  they 
would  hav«  all  explained  it  different  ways:  where  was 
there  the  clear  road  marked  out^ .  of  which  Minifters  fo  much 
boafted,  that  would  prevent  any  man  from  going:  aftray  ; 
and  would  infallibly  lead  him  to  the  true  meaning  of  the 
article;  and  confcquently  would  remove  the  caufes  of  future 
quarrel?  The  fate  of  the  Loyalifts  claimed  the  compaflion 
of  every  humane  breafl;  thefe  helplefs,  forlorn  men,  aban« 
doned  by  the  Minifters  of  a  people  on  whofe  juftice,  grati* 
titude,  and  humanity,  they  had  the  beft  founded  claims, 
were  left  at  the  mercy  of  a  Congrefs,  highly  irritated  againft 
them.  What  then  could  they  cxpeft  from  fuch  an  afTem- 
bly?  Why,  truly,  nothing;  and  therefore  he  might  fairly 
fay  that  nothing  had  been  obtained  for  them  by  this  coun- 
try. If  nothing  elfe  was  wanting,  was  not  this  enough  to 
damn  a  peace,  and  render  it  infamous  in  the  eyes  of  all  ho* 
neft  men.  He  fpoke  not  fion^  ^P^rty  zeal,  but  as  an  inde- 
pendent country  gentleman,  who,  unconneded  with  party, 
expreiTed  the  emotions  of  his  heart,  and  gave  vent  to  his 
hooeil  indignation:  feeling,  therefore,  as  he  did,  it  was  not 
at  alt  wonderful  that  he  fhould  declare,  as  he  then  did^  that 
all  the  propofitions  of  the  noble  Lord  fhould, have  his  moft 
hearty  fupport.  «./... 

Sir  Cecil  may  fpoke  to  the  following  effeft  :  If  I  differ  in  ^'^^^^ 
opinion  with  the  honourable  member  who  fpoke  laft,  it  is 
perhaps  owing  to  that  gloomy  confide  rat  ion  of  our  prefenC 
miferable  ftate,  which  f  think  called  out  for  peace,  almoft  at 
any  rate.  Bur,  Sir,  I  rife  principally  to  deplore  the  unhappy 
fiatc  of  our  inteftine  divifions.  1  do  not  condemn  thofe  gen- 
tlemen, who,  high  in  the  eflimation  of  the  public,  are  can- 
didates for  power,  but  I  lament  that  every  public  confidera* 
tion  fecms  to  give  way  to  their  fhrugzles  for  it ;  this  defiroys 
all  confidence  betwixt  man  andnian,  this  prevents  any  iyftem 
being  formed  for  the  welfare  of  the  State.  Sir,  I  have  heard 
that  a  coalition  is  about  to  take  place  with  that  old  miniftry, 

«  whofc  maUadminiftration  had  led  us  into  all  thofe  difficul- 
ties which  made  the  prcfent  peace  eligible.    Wh^t  may  be 
Vol,  IX.  S  $  other 
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other  gentlemen's  opiiiion,  I  know  opt ;  but;  for  one,  I  do 
iblemnly  declare,  that  I  never  will  fupport  an  admiQiftration 
fo  formed.  For  the  prefent  Premier,  I  know  little  of  him  ; 
various  reafons  concur  to  make  ipe  wilh  lum  out  of  power^ 
but  not  for.  having  made  the  peace  on  the  table;  in  fbme 
things  I  wifh  he  Jiad  gone  farther ;  for  inftance,  why  is  the 
nation  incumbered  with  tht  expence  of  keeping  up  a  garriibn 
9t  Quebec,  when  the  only  ufe  for  the  fortrels,  the  trade  of 
Canada,  is  relinquiflied.  Gibraltar  too,  — r  but  here  I  tread 
on  unpopular  ground;  but  from  the  beft  intelligence  I  have 
been  able  to  procure,  that  fortrefs  is  of  little  ufe  to  us  in  war, 
as  earpeniive  in  peace  :  do  country  gentlemen  know,  that  it 
will  rec|uire  one  (hilling  in  the  pound  (joo^oooU  a  year)  to 
maintain  it.  This,  Sir,  might  hare  been  bartered  for  fome 
of  ihofe  valuable  territories  (the  Newfoundland  fifhefy  for 
inftance)  that  we  have  ceded.  '  Sir,  I  do  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner  call  on  the  country  gentlemen  to  unite  in  a  body  to 
refcqeusfrom  this  difgraccful  iiuiation;  we  are  united  in 
principle,  let  us  exert  ourfelves  in  praCtice;  I  call  not  only 
on  thofe  with  whom  I  have  always  a£^ed,  but  on  thofe  indC'- 
pendent  gentlemen,  who  having  joined  the  late  adminiftration^ 
have  at  laft  their  eyes  opened ;  let  us  ftep  forward,  and  if 
there  (hould  he  a  gentleman,  whofe  influence  has  prevented 
that  punifhment  which  was  due  to  the  authors  of  our  calami- 
ties, let  him  be  put  off;  if  there  is  any  gentleman  in  a  con- 
ftant  oppofition  to  public  reform,  and  conftitutional  regu- 
lation, let  him  alfo  be  abandoned*  Should  this  be  either 
imprafiicable,  or  not  meet  the  concurrence  of  gentlemen,  I 
will,  for  myfelf,  fay,  that  I  was  invited  by  a  moft  refpeftable 
number  of  my  prefcnt  conftituents  to  this  honourable  ftation. 
I  will  fcrve  them  faithfully  and  diligently  for  the  remainder 
of  the  feflipn,  and  then  with  their  confent  (as  I  can  be  no 
longer  yfeful  to  my  country)  I  will  voluntarily  refign  into 
their  bands,,  that  power  which  from  them  is  derived^  and 
to  them  accountable* 
SJr  Hoi»ce  Sir  Hvrace  J^fann  declared  himfelf  tobe  a  man  unconnefled 
with  patties ;  {landing  alone  as  a  iingle  individual,  he  rofc 
to  give  his  opi  nion  ;  he  had  no  political  connexions,  nor  was 
he  influenced  by  any  other  than  public  views  in  his  decifions. 
What  had  been  afiertcd  by  the  right  honourable  Secretary, 
of  parties  in  the  Houfe,  and  ftruggles  for  power,  he  knew  no- 
thing of,  it  might  be  the  cafe  ;  he  was  afieAed  to  neither 
party,  nor  party  views ;  that  which  feemeJ  to  him  to  have 
the  objcAof  his  country's  good  in  view,  was  that  which  met 
bis  approbation,  and  would  have  bis  fupport.    He  had  the 
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bq^Keft  and  grearcfi  refpeA  for  the  noble  Lord,  whofe  prdiKH 
ftions  were  then  thefubjeft  of  their  difculfion  ;  he  firmly  be- 
lieved him  to  be  of  the  niceft  feelings  of  honour,  integrity^ 
and  virtne.    There  were  many  other  perfons  of  the  fame  de-  ^ 
icription  in  his  Lordfhip's  connexion,  and  with  whom  it  was 
faid  the  noble  Lord  aded.     Oh  thofe  grounds,  was  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  difpofed  to  give^  his  fupport  to  the  noble 
Lord,  becaufe  he  believed   that  the  views  of  the  noble  Lord^ 
and  hit  connexions,  were  llriAly  confident  and  confonant 
with  the  interefts  of  their  country  ;  if  that  made  him  a  party 
man,  he  undoubtedly  was  of  the  noble  Lord^s  party  ;  but  he 
agam  profeffed  himfelf  to  be  of  none ;  and   if  his  not  meet- 
ing the  peace  with  his  approbation  alfb  made  him  fo,  he  of 
Courie  was  one,  for  he  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  execrated 
die  peace,  it  was  in  every  idea  of  his,  a  heap  of  every  thing 
that  was  di%raceful  and  aegrading  to  this  country*    Sir  Ho^ 
race  did  not  much  approve  the  infinuiitions  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Townihend,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  been  dictated  to,  that 
thofe  reiblutions  which  he  hkd  propofed  to  the  Houfe,  were 
cot  his  own  fcntiments,  that  they  were  neither  the  language 
of  his  head,  nor  his  heart.     Lord  John  Cavendifh  was  of  a 
reputation  fuperior  to  fuch  defcriptions,  he  would  not  become 
the  tnftrument  of  any  party,  nor  would  he  fufFer  himfelf  to 
be  diftated  to  by  any  man»  or  body  of  men  whmtfoever*     Sic 
Horace  took  up.  warmly  this  part  of  Mr.  Secretary  Town* 
fltend'sfpeech.    He  took  notice  of  the  proceedings  on  Mon« 
day,  and  went  into  the  articles,  marking  every  one  of  them 
with  reprobatioti,  lamenting  the  An^erican  war,  and  replying 
to  what  fell  froih  an  honourable  Ifaronet  who  had  fpoken  be- 
fore him  rehtive  to  Gibraltar  ;  that  fortrefs  Sir  Horace  con- 
tended, was  inviAnerable,  and  confeqoently  above  price  to 
this  country ;  it  had  effeaually  proved  its  value  this  war ; 
had  it  not  been  for  the  powerful  diverfions  it  gave  the  Spanifh 
arms,  how  fitnated  would  this  coxintry  have  been  ?  How  fitu* 
ated  would  oar  foreign  pofleffions  have  been,  had  not  Gibral- 
tar proved  a  fafegoard  to  our'very  remoteft  poflefBons  ?  If  the 
arms  of  Spain  had  been 'difengaged  from  an  enterprize  that 
cxhaufted  her  treafures,  ob^red  the  glory  of  her  naofe  in  the 
transcendent  loftre  of  ours,  and  had  luch  decided  fuperiority 
to  us,  had  (he,  the  honourable  gentleman  aiked,  applied  that 
wafte  of  blood  and  treafure  to  our  more  vulnerable  territories, 
what  fituation  fbould  we  have  been  in  ?  Sir  Rorice  then 
contended,  that  as  Gibraltar  would  to  eternity  operate  as  a 
direrfion  to  the  Spanilh  arm$,  ic^  confe^uently  Wis  a  firft 
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objcft  to  this  country  to  prcfervc  Gibraltar  at  all  events  in 
our  poirefHon,  as  a  confideration  of  the  very  greateft  magni- 
tude. He  concluded  his  fpeech  with  his  hearty  fupporc  to 
the  motions  of  the  nol^le  Lord, 

Mr.  David  Hartley  was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  coincided 
in  fupport  of  the  motion. 

The  Speaker  read  the  motions,  giving  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  queftion  (liould  be  regularly  put  on  each,  and  that  they 
Ihould  be  debated  one  by  one.  This  brought  on  a  converfa- 
tion  in  refpeft  to  the  mode,  in  which  Lord  North,  Govcrner 
Johnftone,  Mr.  Townfhend,  Lord'  John  Cavendifh,  and 
other  gentlemen  took  a  part,  and  which  ended  in  a  refolu- 
tion  that  the  queftion  fhould  be  put  on  each. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  faid  a  few  words,  and  was  followed  by 
General  Conway,  who  alfo  fpoke  as  to  the  regularity  of  the 
proceeding,  and  coincided  on  tlie  Speaker's  idea  of  putting 
the  queftion  feparatcly. 
Governor  Governor  Johnftone  faid,  the  wocds  of  the  laft  addrefs^wcrc 
johnitoftc.  ^Q  explicit,  that  he  thought  they  could  only  be  mifundcrftood 
by  fome  perfon  who  had  but  juft  learned  to  read,  without 
knowing  the  fubftance  of  what  he  did  read.  He  thought  the 
Houfe  was  bound  to  fupport  the  ratification  of  peace,  be« 
caufe  they  were  conftitutionally  pledged  fo  to  do.  And  no 
man,  faid  the  honourable  Member,  but  a  madman,  a  fool, 
or  a  knave,  could  feiid   any  other  idea  into  the  world. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  queftion  on  the  two  firft  mo* 
tions,  which  pafted  nemine  contradicentc  ;  but  when  he  came  to 
the  third,  relpcfting  the  grant  of  independence  to  America, 
Lord  New-  '  Lord  Ncwhaven  objedted  to  it,  alledging,  as  a  rea/bn 
hareo.  for  his  fo  doing,  that  he  did  not  think  the  King,  Lord 
and  Commons,  had  a  right  to  part  with  the  property  of 
Great  Britain.  His  Lordlhip  entered  into  an  argument  on 
the  right  of  the  Crown  to  difmember  the  empire,  and  iniiftcd 
that  no  fuch  authority  was  vefted  in  that  high  branch  of  the 
Legiflature.  He  even  averred,  that  the  three  Houfes  of 
King,  Lords,  :^id  Commons  could  not,  by  an  ad  paiTcd  in 
all  its  fortns,  would  not  be  fuiiicientJto  difmember  the  Britifh 
empire.  He  was  proceeding  to  elucidate  his  argument,  when 
the  cry  of  queftion  was  lb  loud,  that  his  Lordfliip  fat 
down, 
sir  WjUiiin  Vjjr  IfVliam  Dollen  faid,  he  knew  not  wTiethcr  i^  was  owii^ 
to  an  invincible  jpertinacioufnefs  of  mind,  or  to  fome  better 
motive,  but  he  was  not  yet  convinced  by  what  power  his 
Majefty  had  granted  independence  to  America,  and  therefore 
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ai  that  was  the  laft  opportunity  he  fliould  haye,  lie  wo^ld* 
ooce  more  call  apon  thofe  who  advifed  his  Majefiy  in  law 
alFatrs,  to  give  hirn  fomc  information  on  that  importaot  par- 
ticular. His  Majefly,  (as  he  had  on  a  former  occaiioa 
ftated.)  had  declared  in  bis  fpeech  on  the  opening  of  the 
fclHoo,  that  he  had  gone  to  the  full  exiefit  of  the  powers 
Yefted  in  him,  hut  he  had  not  mentioned  what  thoie  powers 
were.  He  deiired  therefor^  to  know  if  he  had  doT)|c  \t  by 
his  prerogative  royal,  or  by  fiatute,  and  if  by  the  latter^  he 
begged  to  have  the  flatute  pointed  out  to  him.     He  was  •     • 

aware  that  one  learned  gentleman  had  declared  in  Monday'^ 
debate,  that  the  aA  of  the  laft  feffion  empowered  his  Ma^- 
jcfty  to  graQ]t  the  independence*  He  had  read  that  a&  with 
the  utmoft  attention,  and  he  could  not  difcover  any  one  fen*, 
tence  of  it  that  conveyed  any  fuch  power.  The  aA  audio- 
rized  his  Majefty  to  fufpend  certain  ftatiues,  if  neceflary  to 
make  peace,  but  that  did  not  amount  to  a  power  to  alxiicatc 
the  fovereignty  of  America,  or  to  alienate  any  part  of  his 
dominions ;  if  the  prerogative  royal  did  not  extend  far 
enough.  Sir  William  conceived  the  power  fhould  have  beea 
given  by  an  exprefs  ftatute,  and  not  bolf^ered  up  by  an  aft 
of  parliainent,  which,  whatever  implication  or  conftru£lioi|k 
it  might  bear,  did  not,  upon  the  face  >of  it,  veft  any  fuch 
authority  in  the  Crown*  ... 

Mr.  ^allaci  faid,  that  he  had  brought  that  bill  into  the  M^-  W^* 
Houfe,  and  he  would  fairly  declare,  that  the  power  was  ^*^*' 
undoabtedly  given  by  the  a£t  alluded  to.  The  ohjc£ls  in 
the  purview  of  the  aft  were  tvvo-fold,  a  peace  and  a  truce. 
The  power  of  fufpeniion,  with  regard  to  certain  afts  of 
parliament,  therefore,  had  reference  to  the  latter,  the 
power  of  repeal  to  the  former.  Mr.  Wallace  faid,  heknew 
of  no  prerogative,  that  authorifed  his  Majefty  to  abdicate 
part  of  his  fovereignty,  or  declare  any  number  of  his  fub- 
jefts  free  from  obedience  to  the  laws  in  being.  As  foon  as 
the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  had  palTed,  which  put  a  padlock 
on  the  Britifh  fword,  to  make  peace  was  obvioufly  the  next 
ftep  to  be  taken ;  with  the  view,  therefore,  to  enable  his 
Majefty^  to  attain  that  objeft,  he  had  drawn  the  bill,  and  as 
the  fobjeft  matter  of  it  was  extremely  delicate,  he  bad  been 
exceedingly  cautious  in  wording  it  as  generally  as  pof&ble; 
but  the  whole  aim  of  it  was  to  enahl^his  Majefty  to  recog**  i 
n*ze  the  independence  of  America,  becaufe  America  not 
only  poiTeiTeJ  independence  defailo^  in  levying  war,  railing 
troops,  coining  money,   impoiing  taxes,  and  adfoiniftering 
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jllllte^,  ^i  c6tftplfct«Jr  tis  kriy  (»fher  fovercign  ftate,  becrafe 
A'mfei^ra  had  decided  explicitly,  that  flie  woald  hot  treSKt 
>^lth  in  btft  Oh  the  pneTiMs  condition  of  our  recogni;£iRg;  her 
ihdcp^ndcttcy,  ^nd  ^>ng  her  that  dejure  which  me  already 
noffelTtd  A  fi^o^  Th:tt  the  ftatute  of  laft  year  gave  the 
iCing  k  power  ib  recognize  the  independency)  was  ibdif* 
putabte,  fince  by  thfc  Wording  of  it,  that  power  was  vefted 
in  thh  Gro^ti  eiprefsly,  any  la^,  ftatute,  matter,  or  dung 
to  tht  contrary  notwitbftandiog. 

•  Sir  Pf^iliilim  Dolbcn  faid,  he  was  ftill  fo  unfortunate  as  not 
to  be  convinced.  A  -power  of  fo  very  important  a  nature  as 
that  of  fetting  millions  of  fubjefts  free  frtmi  their  obedience 
to  the  laws,  ought  not,  in  his  mind,  to  refl!  foldy  on  the 
<:onftraftiondf  kn  aft  of  parliament,  a  conft^uftion  which 
the  aft  itfclf  did  not  bear,  however  the  lawyers  might  in- 
j^enioufly  explain  it.  He  had,  he  obfervcd,  feconded  the 
bill  in  qotlfticn,  when  it ^as  originally  brought  into  that 
Houfe  as  a  bill,  but  he  had  no  idea  that  he  was  feconding  a 
bill  to  empower  his  Majcfty  to  grant  the  independence.  In- 
deed he  muft  have  had  uncommon  forefight,  or  rather  a  de- 
^ee  of  fecon^  %ht,  to  have  been  able  to  difcovtr  that-a  bill, 
which  had  no  iuch  word  in  it  as  independehce,  anthotSzed 
his  Majelfy  to  recognise  the  independence  of  America. 

The  Attorney  Gtneral  (Mr.  Kcnyon)  (aid,  he  verily  believed 
iSie  honourable  gentleman  was  not  to  be  convinced  by  any 
arguments. 

Sir  Francis  BaJJit  called  him  to  order,  and  wondered  that 
any  monber  of  that  Houfe  (hould  dare  to  advance  fudi  an 
aflertion.  Hfc  juftified  Sir  William  Dolben's  conduft,  and 
declared  the  caufe  of  the  honourable  Baronet's  doubts,  of 
ftich  weighty  cohfcquenc?,  that  he  was  pcrfcftly  juftified  in 
defiring  the  fullcft  mformation. 
The  Attor*  The  Attorney  Oaieral  rofe  again,  and  declared*  he  meant 
ae^GcAcnlfj^^  What  he  h^  faid,  as  matter  of  offence  to  the  honourable 
Baronet ;  but  as  eVfcry  gentlem  m  knew  there  were  points  on 
^hich  rMsk  made  up  their  minds  fo  itrmly,  that  no  argument 
eould  alter  their  opinion  ;  he  tonceivcd  this  to  be  the  cafe 
with  the  honourable  Baronet ;  and  to  that  cafe  he  had  in* 
tended  to  allude.  With  regard  to  his  learned  friend's  -at 
ftrrion,  that  he  knew  of  no  prerogative  that  authorized  his 
Majefty  fo  free  anj^art  of  his  fuligefts  from  obedience 
TO  the  laWf,^  as  that  matter  was  not  flow  the  fubjeft  of  de« 
bate,  he  would-  only  fay,  that  whenever  fnch  a  queftion 
cafne  forlNifJy  hoi would  meet  his  learned  frteod^   or  any 
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oik^  lawyer,  upon  that  potD|t,  an4  osunlb^  tl»i|.contii|f]r. 
For  the  prcfcnty  it  was  enoiig))  fpc  km  ^.iajf,  tha^t  ^he  aSt 
of  laft  (itllion  dearly,  gave  bis  I^ay^fty  a  rig^  to  recognize 
the  ladcpendcoce  of  Aincrica;  ai^d  i;  was  obvipoci  that  i;h^ 
Ameficaosi  ftaitdingr  in  tb^  pre^icameat  q(  perfQDs  decUred: 
to  be  rebels  at  the  time  of  pafl^ng  the  a£^,  it  w^  nrKcflary- 
to  word  it  in  the  general  ^od  cautious  i^aDaer,  iq  whieh  it 
fiood  upon  the  (lalute  book. 

Sir  fViIIiiam  Dolbtn  allured  the  learx^  gentleman^  tjhat  bia  Sir  Wiiiua 
expreifion  had  not  given  hini,^e  I(^aft  ownce*     He  had  an-  ^^**^* 
derftood  it  exa&ly  as  he  ,had  explained  hiniielf  (9  have  nieaot 
it.   He  be^ed  him,  however,  to  believjc,  thatb^  Hts  opfft 
to  convi&ion,  and  not  to  dp.  hin^ielF  fo  little  juftice  a^  to, 
imagine,  that  whenever  he  would  give  bii^^r^lf  the  trouble 
to  endeavour  to  effe£^  fuch  a  parpof<C|  h^  l^aij  U  Q^t  in  hilt 
power  to  coavince  hin;i  thoroughly^ 

Mr.  Lei  coincided  with  his  learned  frieB4>  that  dieftatote  Mr.  Ut. 
of  laft  year  gave  his  Majefly  a^uthprity  to  r^cognij^e  the  ia-;: 
dependence  of  America,  and  declfirea  thM  ilPibing  bufaft 
exprefs  ftatute  could  have,  given  any  fuch  po^Mcr,  ^sitdid- 
not  belong  to  his  Majefty  in  right  of  his  prero^tivc.     He^ 
wiflicd  to  avoid  thofe  terms  of  iofult  and  umoir  with  refpefi    - 
to  the  Americans,  which  had  been  to  lavi(hlyi  ufed  in  that 
Uouie  in  the  beginning  of  the  w^r ;   and  which  had  not. 
done  OS  any  good.     Mr.  Lfce  took  notice  of  a  declaration  o£ 
Lord  Newhaven's ;   that  ^ble  Lord  had  felt  himfelf  fo  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  King  had  no  authority  whatever  to  grant 
the  independence,  that  he  had  even  gone  the  len^  of  af* 
ferting,  that  an  a£fc  of  the  iegiilature,  pafled  in  all  ita  forms, 
and  having  the  joint  concurrence  of  the  King,  Lords*  and 
Common^*  could  not  delegate  to  the  Crown  any  fuch  power. 
This  declaration,  Mr.  Lee  faid,  was  not  founded.     No  man 
could  argue  in  that  Houfe  againft  the  authority  of  an  aft  of 
the  iegiflatore ;  undoubtedly  every  9^St  regularly  paflfcd,  was 
binding  on  all  the  fubjefts  ok  the  r^lm  ;  but  if  ever  fuch  a 
moofier  (hould  arife  as  the  Crown  and  Pai^liaoaent,  concufring 
to  deftroy  the  conftitution,  there  'Were  then  other  powers  to 
be  reforted  to,  which  decency  forbad  his  OKntioniog  under- 
that  roof,  but  which  had  before,  ^nd  would  again^   in  all 
probability,   inierpofe  to  refeue  the  conftitution  from  de- 
flraftion.     Mjr.  Lee  denied  that  any  part  of  the  King's  fub* 
jcAs  aiTuming  the  exercife  of  government  by  levying  war, 
impofing  taxes,  apd  adminiftehng  juftice,  implied  a  virtual 
dereliftiop  of  tlie  fi)vefeigiity^  unlefs  that  foverignty  was 
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eonftUutionalty  abdicated,  it  fttll  had  exidence^  though  it 
ihight  for  a  time  be  violently  withheld.  ^ 
Mr.Wal-        Mr.  Watlact  rofc  again  and  faid,  with  regard  to  tfaeqaef- 
*■**•  tion  as  to  the  cxtehfion  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 

he  was  ready  to  accept-thc  challenge  of  his   learned  friend 
who  fpoke  laft  but  one,  and  xt>  argue  that  matter  whenever 
he  plcafed.     As  to  the  declaration  of  the  Honourable  Bare- 
jiet^  that  the  ftatute  of  laft  year  did  not  once  thention  the 
word   independence,  the.  faa  was  true,  and  the   reafon  of 
it  Was  obvious*     If  the  a£^  had  exprefsly  flatcd,  that  its  ob- 
je£t  was   to  ens^ble  the  King   to   acknowledge  the  indepen- 
deiKe,  there  Would  have  been  an  end  of  the  queftion,  and 
the  independence  would  from  that  moment  have  been  recqg* 
nized  to  all  intents  and  purpofes.     The  principle  of  the  aA 
wa6  to  e)fiable  the  Crown  to  make  peace. with  America,  not 
16  trench  upon  the  provincetif  the  executive  government,  and 
*  diQate  the  terms>of  peace.     As  the  recognition  of  the  inde- 
pendence was  one  of  the  terms  America  iniifted  on  as  a  prcli- 
mihary,    it  authorized  his   Majefty  to  make   that   recog- 
nition, but  for  the  reafons  he  had  ftated  in  his  former  fpeecb, 
it  did  not  of  itfelf  make  it. 
Mr.  Rofc        Mr.  R^fpwarrtt  thought,  as  doiibt  prevailed,  whether  the 
varc.         ^  Jq  queftion  did  *6r  did  not  empower  his  Majefty  to  de- 
clare the  independence  of  America,  the  prefent  Kfolutioa 
would  tend  eflentially  to  put  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt, 
F^JiJfoiT      ^'*"  ^^^  Fcrgufon  declared  himfclf  ready  to  fubfcribe  to 
the  opinion,  that  the  a£i  of  laft  feffiofn  went  the  length  the 
learned  gentlemen  had  contended,  and  gave  the  Crown  the 
power  in  queftion,  but  he  neverthelefs  thought  his  Majefty 
bad  exceeded  the  aft,  and  as  appeared  from  the  Proviiional 
Treaty  had  gone  farther,  than  he  had  any  legal  or  confti- 
tutional  authority  to  go.     What  he  meant  was  the  ceflion  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  of  a  great  part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  and  of  Nova  Scotia.     He  knew  of  no 
authority  whatever   that  the  Crown  was  invefted  with,  to 
>  make  that  cefiion.     The  Quebec  aft,  the  only  ftatute  in  be- 

ing that  fixed  the  boundaries  of  Canada,  Rated  that  thofc 
boundaries  (houM  continue  to  be  the  limits  of  Canada,  as 
loog  as  the  Crown'fhould  think  proper.  Sir  Adam  reafoned 
ii|K)n  this  matter  for  a  confiderable  time,  ^nd  thought  fomc- 
thing  neceiTary  to  cure  the  evil,  and  to  prevent  future  doubt 
and  unceriainty,  which  might  occaiion  much  mifchief. 
^he^SoUd-  The  SoUcitor  Central  Mr.  ( Arden)  faid,  when  he  had  been 
^or  ene-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^it  had  always,  found'  the  Houfe  wifhed  to 
get  rid  of  the  lawyers,  he  therefore  rofc,  with' a  view  of 

taking 
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taking  the  debate  out  of  their  hands,  and  therefore  he  de- 
fired  the  gueftion  might  be  read. 

This  being  complied  with,  Mr.  Solicitor  begged  leave  to 
remind  the  honourable  Baronet  who  fpoke  Uft,  that  the 
cef&on  of  part  of  Canada  Was  not  then  the  fubjeft  matter 
of  debate,  but  the  recognition  of  the- independence  of  A- 
merica.  He  truftcd,  therefore,  that  the  Houfe  would  con- 
fine th^rofelves  to  that  alone,  and  perhaps  it  had  been  already 
fufficiently  difeulTed,  his  learned  brethren  in  general  agree- 
ing, that  the  aft  of  laft  fcffion  ga^e  the  Crown  power  to 
make  this  recognition.  He  defired,  however,  that  if  the 
debate  upon  the  preient  motion  did  proceed  any  farther, 
gentlemen  would  confine  their  arguments  (o  the  real  fubjeft 
matter  of  the  queftion,  and  not  wafte  the  time  of  the  Houfe 
unnecefTarily,  when  there  was  another  motion  to  come  under 
diicuilion,  which  every  gentleman  mull  be  aware,  would 
engage  a  coniiderable  fliarc  of  their  attention. 

Mr.  Edtn  faid  a  few  words  in  concurrence  with  Mr.  So-  Mr*^^* 
licitor  General's  opinion  as  to  the  matter  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  Baronet,  not  being  then  under  confideration ;  he* 
remarked  at  the  fame  time  that  there  was  great  force  in 
what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  Baronet.  It  was  that: 
very  ppint,  he  faid,  the  ceffion  of  18,000  fquare  miles  of 
country  to  the  United  States  that  had  ilruck  him;  when  he 
firft  faw  the  Provifional  Treaty,  and  had  impelkdhim  to*  - 
rife,  a&  the  Houfe  would  recoiled,  a»  foon  as  the  articles  of 
that  treaty  were  read,  and  mention  the  circumftance  to  the 
Houfe.  J    ' 

Lord  JVbr/A  faid,  he  had^oppofcd  the  refolution  of  that  Urt  North, 
Houfe  which  put  an  end  to  the  Amerian  war  ;  but  the  refo- 
lution  having  been  carried,  Government,  he  faid,  were  com* 
pelled    to  take   fome  conftitmionai  meafure  to  enable  his  '^ 

Majefty  to  recognize  the  independence  cf  America,  fincc 
America  had  declared  flie  would  not  treat  for  peace  but  on 
that  condition,  and  peace  was  obvioufly  the  only  matter 
then  to  be  aimed  at.  The  aft  that  had  been  fo  frequently 
alluded  to,  had  been  brought  in  by  his  learned  friend  for 
that  exprcfs  purpofe,  and  when  it  was  confidercd  that  no 
man  of  the  learned  profeffion  wks  allowed  10  be  more  ac-  > 
curate  in  drawing  a  legal  inftrument,  the  Honourable  Baro- 
net, wKo  had  ftartcd  his  doubts  of  the  matter,  might  reft 
aflured,  that  it  was  drawn  with  every  poffiblc  care,  and  that 
the  word  independence  was  purpofely  omitted  for  the  rca- 
fons  already  ftated* 

Vol.  IX.  Tt  Governor 
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Covernor  GovcVnor  Jeh'n/loffe  faid,  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar  were 
Johnftone.  fuch  clear-hcadcd  rcafoners,  and  arrgued  in  fuch  a  dn'ji)lc 
w^,  th^t  it  was  inipoffible  to  contend  with  ihem  cuhcr 
one  way  or  did  oihcr.  They  puzzled. the  queftion  (o  much 
by  their  mode  of  treating  it  under  the  tci^o  diftinft  he^ds  of 
a  peace  and  a  trude,  that  ho  man  of  plain  feme  could  either 
contradift  or  derrre  information  from,  their  arguments. 
This,  howcVefr,  he  would  lay,  tb«t  he  Ihould  have  cxpefled 
that  a  ftatuie  p&lTcd,  as  it  was  now  decUrcd^  expreisly  for 
the  purpofe  of  empowering  his  .Majcfty .  to  recognize  the 
independence  of  America,  would  at  leaft  have  faid  (bme- 
thing  that  led  to  that  idea.  He  contended  that  it  did  not, 
and  as  he  was  not  in  the  country,  when  the  a£l  pafled,  he 
bad  applied  to  the  Honourable  Baronet  for  information, 
expelling,  as  he  fecondcd  the  motion,  for  leave  to  bring  ia 
ihe  bill,,  that  he  certainty  would  have  been  able  to  inform 
him,  whether  it  did  or  did  not  give  the  Crown  any  foch 
poWcr  as  was  now  pretended  ;  the  Honourable  Baronet  had 
declared  to  him,  that  he  never  underftood  it  to  convey  any 
ilich  authority.  1  he  Governor  added,  that  he  believed  ic 
was  the  only  ftatute  ever  paifed,  that  never  once  mentioned, 
for  what  pdrpofe  it;  was  made  a  Uw ;  government,  he  ever 
Lad  confidered,  as  having  taken  a  bold  meafure  on  the  ground 
of  necefCty  *  in  order,  therefore,  to  remove  future  doubt 
and  difficulty^  he  wcfuld  now  move  as  an  amendment  to  the 
queftion. 

.  ^^  f  hat  bis  Majefty  in  acknowledging  the  independence  of 
*'  the  United  States  of  America,  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
<^. hefted  in  him  1^  the  ^€t  of  tke  Uft  feilionof  Parliament, 
'^  To  enhbl^hU  .Afojejiy  to  cMcludi  a  peace  or  trace  with  certain 
**'  Colonies  in  North  Amfrica^^  has  aAed^  &c. 
l>I»Jbcju""  ^^^  IViUiam  Dollfen  rofe  once  more  to  declare,  that  he  real- 
ly never  underftood  that  the  bill  was  meant  to  convey  any 
fuch  p6wer,  cr  he  (hould  not  have  fcconded  it  at  the  time  ; 
be  bad  conceived  it  went  no  farther  than  merely  enabling  his 
Majeftjr  to  fufpend  certain  a£ls  of  Parliafnent,  as  the  means 
of  making  |>eace.  His  reaibn  now  for  ftirring  the  queftion 
was,  if  the  lawyers  had  been  of  the  fame  opinion  thatfac 
h^  entertained,  he  meant  to  move  for  a  bill  of  indemnity 
for  what  MtnifteV^  had  done.    - 

Tlie  amendment  moved  by  Governor  Johnftone  beii^  rc- 
ceivcdy  the  motion  fo  amencfed  was  put  and  carried. 

Lord 
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Lord  J$b»  Ccnnnda/b  then  moved  bU  .fourth  re(bIution.  ^^^  J^^a 

viz.  Ctvcndiili. 

'*  That  the  cooteflion  made  to  the  adTerfarlcs  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  Provifioaal  Treaty  and  Preliminary  Articles, 
ace  greater  than  they  were  entitled  to,  either  from  the  a£tual 
fituatioa  of  their  refpe£tive  pofTeiHoas,  or  irom  their  com- 
parative ftreogrtb.'' 

Mr.  PovTfi  declared  it  ^as  with  die  moft  painful  feelings,  Mr.  Powji. 
that  he  then  rofe  to  oppofe  a  motion  made  by  the  noble 
Lord,  whofe  candour  he  bad  long  admired,  and  whole 
principles  he  had  been  accudomed  to  revere  ;  he  had  cx^ 
p«£led,  after  what  had  been  afSgned  by  the  other  iide  of 
the  Houfe,  as  t|ie  grounds  of  the  amendment  moved  to  the 
addreff,  .a  few  days  iince,  that  a  motion  would  have  ^en 
that  day  made  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee, in  order  to  take  the  Provifipnal  and  Preliminary 
Treaties  into  their  fcrious  confideration,  and  that  thofe 
treaties  would  have  been  difcufTed  and  inveftigated  article 
by  article.  Such  a  motion  appeared  to  him  to  he  a  natu- 
ral con(eq\}eDce  of  what  had  been  faid  lad  Monday  ;  but 
to  deoy  then  that  the  articles  had  been  ferioufly  confidered, 
and  to  call  upon  the, Houfe  now,  without  any  farther  con- 
fideration, to  vote  a  motion  of  ccnfure  upon  the  peace,  ap- 
peared  to  him  pcrfeflly  irreconcileable  either  with  rtafoa 
or  common  fenfe.  How  came  the  Houfe  to  be  that  day 
more  ripe  to.  declare  an  opinion  on  the  peace  than  they  bad 
been  laft  Monday  ?  How  had  they  fpcnt  the  three  mter- 
veaing  days  ?  Had  that  time  been  dedicated  to  an  examina- 
tion and  difcaflion  of  the  articles?  Every  gentleman  knew 
It  had  not  beea  fo  employed.  Hovv  then  was  the  Houfe  to  pro- 
ceed to  a  vote  of  ccnfure  r  What  without  papers  and  without 
fttfiicient  information  on  the  fubje£t,  to  enable  them  to  form 
a  judgment  upon  the  whole  of  the  treaties !  He  trufted, 
the  Houfe  would  ad  more  prudently,  and  would  reject  the 
motion.  Of  this  he  was  certain,  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband  cduld  not  vote  for  it.  The  noble  Lord  had 
cxpreffly  declared  in  his  fpeech  on  Monday  lad,  that  he 
would  not  vote  a  cenfure  upon  Miniftcrs.  For  confidency'a 
iak?,  therefore  the  noble  Lord  could  not  vote  for  the  prc- 
fent  quedion,  and  as  his  friends  duck  pretty  clofe  to  him, 
he  trudcd  that  the  motion  would  not  be  carried.  With 
regard  to  the  peace,  Mr.  Povvys  faid,  he  had  already  de- 
clared theie  were  p^ts  of  it,  which  he  had  wifhed  not  t^ 
have  feen  in  the  treaties ;  but  that  nevcrthdefs  fuch  was  the^ 
fituation  of  the  country ;   fuch  the  date  of  pur  finances, 
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and  fuch  the  power  of  the  confederacy  fortned  agaioft  us, 
that  he  vva$  ready  to  accept  the  peace,  as  it  was,  and  to 
fay  it  merited  the  approbation  of  Partiament.  How  aa 
honourable  gentleman  over  the  way  could  fay  otherwUe 
he  was  at  a'lofs  to  imagine.  That  honourable  genttematt, 
the  Houfe  wodld  recoUea,  had  talked  of  the  neceffity  of 
a  peace  pretty  flrongly  fome  months  ago,  and  when  he 
afterwards  came  into  power^  atid  had  from  that  circom* 
fiance  the  fulled  opportunity  of  information,  he  had  told 
the  Houlc,  that  bad  as  he  had  formerly  defcribed  our  ii« 
tuation  to  be,  he  had  found  things  to  be  much  worfe  than 
he  had  painted  them,  and  that  almoft  any  peace  was  ac« 
ceptablc.  How  that  honourable  gentleman  would  aft  that 
day,  be  as  yet  knew  not,  but  he  fliould  be  a  good  deal 
furprifed,  if  he  was  to  ftand  up  and  fupport  the  motion. 
The  plain  meaning  of  the  qucfiion  was  in  his  opinion,  not 
whether  the  peace  deferved  praife  or  cenfure,  but  to  re- 
move the  prefent  Adminiftration.  He  willied  foreign  Courts 
as  well  underftood  the  matter  as  they  did  within  thofe 
walls;  then  the  queftion  could  do  no  great  harm.  As  to  any 
idea  that  the  peace  had  been  hurried  on  meerly  to  keep  Mi- 
niilers  in  power,  he  could  fay  nothing  of  Minifters  collec- 
tively, becaufc  he  knew  them  not  colleflively  ;  but  there 
were  fome  in  office  of  whofe  honour  and  integrity  he  was 
fo  well  convinced,  that  he  was  perfuaded  they  would  fporn 
at  fuch  an  idea,  and  hold  it  in  as  much  contempt,  as  he 
dared  to  fay,  his  noble  friend  who  made  the  motion. 
With'  regard  to  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Trcafury,  if  his 
removal  was  the  principal  objeft  of  the  motion,  he  took 
'  that  matter  to  \ie  pretty  well  decided  ali^ady.  The  di- 
vifion  on  Monday  laft  was  a  pretty  broad  bint  to  that 
Lord,  that  he  was  not  altogether  fo  popular  as  he  had  ima- 
gined. He  cautioned  the  Houfe,  therefore,  agaioft  being 
drawn  in  to  adopt  a  motion  which  might  prove  of  the  molt 
pernicious  confcqucnce  to  their  country.  Perhaps  what 
had  pafled  on  Monday  laft  might  do  much  harm  abroad, 
and  flop  France  from  difarming  berfclf.  In  that  cafe,  in- 
ftead  of  the  peace,  we  (hould  fee  our  lace  enemies  obferving  an 
armed  neutrality,  and  fl)ould  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
keeping  up  a  I  our  war  cftablifhments,  by  which  means  the 
'  nation  would,  ft  11  groan  under  that  immenfe  burthen  of 
*  expcnce,  to  relieve  us  from  which  a  peace  was  fo  defira- 
ble.  if  the  pciuc  was  bad,  let  the  Houfe  look  to  the 
caufe  of  it.  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  by  his 
4  mal- 
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iDal-^miiiiftration  of  affairs,  bad  planged  us  into  ihc'  war^ 
and  brought  on  all  thofe  calamities  which  now  obliged  ut  to 
accept  the  peace  fach  as  it  was.  To  the  ill-timed  icnitf 
of  the  prefcDt  Miniftry  it  was  owing,  that  the  ooUe  Lord 
enjoyed  his  prefent  fituation;  Had  thofe  enquiries  that  had 
once  been  talked  of  been  carried  on,  he  was  pcrfoaded  tbey 
would  not  on  Monday  laftj  or  that  day,  have  witnefled  tM 
very  extraordinary  and  unnatural  coalition  and  alliano^ 
that  had  been  formed  agttinft  Minif^ers,  Laft  fummer,  he 
faid,  he  had  obfcrved  foroething  like  a  fterling  principle  in 
party  ;  he  wifhed  that  principle  to  remain  pure  and  mcor* 
rupt,  and  he  advifed  his  noble  friend  who  made  the  motion, 
to  recoiled,  that  though  Ibme  alloy  might  be  neceilary  to 
make  the  political  coin  fufficicntly  durable  for  currency, 
yet  that  care  ought  to  be  taken  not  to  debafe  it  entirely. 
Mr.  Powys  concluded  with  declared  he  Ihould  give  bis  ac- 
gative  to  the  motion. 

•  Lord  ^obn  Cavtndijb  roft  with  fomc  warmth,  and  advi(ed  I****  /<*• 
his  honourable  friend  not  to  let  his  wit  out-run  his  judgment.  ^**«**^*^^ 
He  fhould  have  felt  his  compliments  more  forcibly,  .and 
thought  they  deferved  his  thjinks,  had  they  been  given  tkin 
unaccompanied  by  thofe  farcafms  levelled  at  the  prefent  mo- 
tion, and  at  what  the  honourable  gendemaii  bad  been  plealbd 
to  term,  an  unnatural  alliance.  With  regard  to  the  fads  on 
which  bis  motion  was  grounded,  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  himfelf  admitted  them  ;  and  he  woukl  venture  to  lay, 
there  was  not  a  n>an  in  the  Houfe  who  could  lay  hi^  hand  on 
his  heart  and  deny  that  the  peace  was  a  bad  on^  and  fuch  a 
peace  as  under  the  relative  circumftances  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  enemies  ought  not  to  have  been  mad<f.^  'As  to  the 
alliance,  .refpeding  which  fo  much,  had  beeaj  faid,  let  gea- 
ttemenlook  back  to  the  year  1757^  when  the  country  had 
been  more  torn  by  violent  parties  than  ever  was  known  be- 
fore or  fince.  Adminiftration  came  rn  after  adminiftration, 
and  no  one  fet  of  men  ftaid  in  for  any  long  period  ;  nay  for 
eight  months  together,  in  a  time  of  war,,  the  countcy  might 
be  faid  to  have  no  government.  What  was  done  then  ?  Mtn 
of  all  parties  faw  the  neceffity  for  unLtmg.  They  did  fo  ; 
the  fevcral  fadions  forgot  their  anomofities,  and  out  of  all 
the  different  fets  of  men  an  Adminiftration  was  formed, 
that  carried  this  nation  to  a  pitch  of  glory  unknown  before. 
So  at  prefent  nothing  but  an  union  of  great  and  able  men 
could  fave  the  country.  He  owned,  it  gave  him  great  com- 
fort^ that  he  had  been  able  to  effeA  fuch  an  union.     With 
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jogftrd  ito  (be  fort  of  connoAiont  he  «had  lived  in,  be  hid, 
<key  bad  been  the  chief  ^happinefs  of  his  life.  Thatibe  bad 
icenaa  honourable  fciend  of  his,  whofe  early  iDdifcretioof 
made  thc'obtainment  of  high  fituation  as  definible  to  him, 
ias'liis  great  and  brilUant  talents  qualified  him  to  have  fuch 
an  ambition,  from  an  iinputfe  of  principle  fo  exuraordinary 
and  unexampled,  that  he  coold  fearcely  have  believed  any 
^an,  under  any  circumftanccs^  could  have  carried  his  prin- 
ciple to  foch  an  uncommon  length;  abandon  place  and 
ipower,  and  give  up  every  thing  that  his  ambition  could  dc» 
•dSi>e,  fooner  than  z&.  with  duplicity.  Such  conduA  had  ren- 
dered his  honourable  friend  dearer  to  htm,  than  ever,  and 
.  <feeliBg  for  liis  honour  in  conformity  toan.aftion  that  fpolce 
it  fo  forcibly,  he  never  would,  advife  his  booourable  friend 
.to  do  what  he  thought  either  derogatory  to  him»  or  inaproper 
in  itfelf,  {ii$  Lordfliip  after  this  .dwelt  for  (bme  time  on 
the  nature  of  pol  tical  conneftions,  andfaid  it  had  ever  been 
cuftoroary  for  men  of  great  abilities,  and  men  pf  high 
xaak  and  weight  in  the  country  to  unite.  It  rarely  hap* 
p^ned  that  the  abilities  and  the  fortunes  of  perfons  went 
tfoMtker.  Men  of  the  greateft  affloeiKe  feldom  were  pof- 
ieffed  of  the  moft  powerful  talents.  In  order;  therefore, 
ito  do  their  country  fervice,  it  became  the  one  defcriptioa 
•of  perfons  to  coxuvtBt  ttfelf  -with  the  other.  He  had  fot- 
flowed  that  role,  and  though  others  might  not  have,  ib  af« 
fluent  a  fortune  as  he  was  Ueflcd  with,  they  had  greater 
abilities,  and  by  joining  both,  he  was  convinced  he  made 
''himfelf  re^&able,  knd  contributed  cflentially  to  the  pub- 
<lic  good. 

Mr.  Pewyt.  J4|.,  Poujys  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation  ;  the  chitf 
ob)e&!  of  which  was,  to  alTure  Lord  John  that  be  meant 
nothing  perfixial  to  him  in  his  former  fpcech,  xliat  could 
give  hifnany  offence. 

Mr^Bdw.       Sir  Edward  4ft'ey  declai^d  he  approved  of  the  peace; 

Aibiey,  peace  was  abfolutely  neceifary  for  the  country,  and  if  it 
was  not  fo  good  as  •  gentlenien  might  think  it  ought  to 
have  been,  the  noble  Lord,  in  the  blue  ribband,  and  not 
^heprefent  Minifters,  were  to  blame.  That  ncMe  Lord's 
conduA  had  produced  the  difgrace  which  we  now  felt.  He 
lamented  exceedingly  that  the  enquiries  into  the  noble  Lord's 
'COdduA,  that  were  once  talked  of,  had  not  been  purfoed. 
The  reafon  was  obvious ;  the  laft  admioiftratton,  having 
•  f  ranted  two  improper  penfions  thcmielves^  did  pot  dare  to 

caU 


call  the   noble  Lord. to  account  for  the  pefldoA  granted-, 
to  him,  and  to  a  late  Secretary  to  the  Treafury. 

Mr.  Pf^tJbraham  Bonle  faid,  he  knew  not  whether  he  was  VLt.WxU 
to  call  hitnfclf  a  country  gcnderaan  or  not ;  but  certainly  he  Jjtahara 
-was  of  no  party.  He  had  fecn  fo  much  injuftice  tranfaded  **•**"• 
ia  that  Houfe^  through  the  influence  of  party,  while  he  fac 
in  the  gallery,  and  before  he  was  a  member^  that  when  ht 
came  into  the  Houfe,  he  had  wafhed  his  hands  of  party 
for  ever.  With  regard  to  the  peace,  he  thought  it  by  no 
means  a  good  one,  or  fuch  a  one,  as  coniidering  the  relative 
iltaation  of  the  country,  ought  to  have  been  made ;  hue 
knowing  that  when  once  made,  it  ought  to  be  kept  facred^ 
he  was  ready  to  adhere  to  it  firiftly,  though  he  could  not  ap- 
prove it,  nor  pay  Miniilers  any  compliments  for  having 
made  it.  There  was  one  part  of  it  at  which  his  heart  bled  ; 
the  article  relative  to  theLoyalifts.  Being  a  man  himfelf^ 
he  could  not  but  feel  (or  men  fo  cruelly  abandoned  to  the 
malice  of  their  enemies.  It  was  fcandalous,  it  was  difgrace--^ 
ful !  Such  an  article  as  that,  ought  fcarcely  on  an  €Ooditioa 
to  have  been  admitted  on  our  part.  They  had  fought  for  Uf^ 
and  ran  every  hazard  to  aflift  our  caufe ;  and  when  it  mofb 
behoved  -  us  to  afford  them  proteAion,  we  deierted  them* 
Mr.  Bootlc  gave  his  affent  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Macdonald  ftated  this  country  to  be  as  new  as  that  of  ^'•**^* 
America,  with  refpeft  to  tlip  care  and  attention  necelTary  to  ^ 
be  paid  to  her  political  and  commercial  interefts,  by  reafon 
of  a  vaft  revulfion  in  her  whole  frame.  He  dwelt  earoeftly 
on  the  neceility  of  calhng  to  the  affii^ance  of  the  (late  its 
utmoft  (Iretch  of  fkill,  ability,  and  integrity.  Having  ex« 
haofled  this  topic,  he  proceeded  to  fliew,  that  wit  and  fliarp 
altercation,  which  had  been  ufed  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate^ 
Dot  without  a  mixture  of  animoiity  and  party  fpirit,  were 
peculiarly  unfit  for  the  prefeot  occaGon,  when  a  propofitioo 
lay  before  the  Houfo  of  infinite  importance.  A  pro|H>{itioa 
pofliiily,  or  rather  probably,  the  parent  of  future  calamitout 
effecls*  He  wifhed,  that  in  order  to  Judge  cooUy  of  the  fpe« 
ciiic  propoiition  then  before  them,  every  thing  perfonal^ 
which  hskd  been  alluded  to  with  fome  ^armth  now,  or  upon 
any  paA  occafion,  could  be  obliterated  from  the  mind  of 
every  gentleman  prefent,  as  the  intiodufiion  of  collateral 
cpnfi derations,  in  fad  made  fo  many  new  queflions.  He 
proceeded  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  it  had  been  admitted^ 
on  all  hands,  in  the  courfe  of  the  former  debate,  that  even 
an  implied  cenfure  was  not  intended,  and  thaC  the  fpecific 
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ftkfifn  given  for  abftaioing  from  cooitnendation  was,  that 
the  grouDds  on  which  the  articles  of  peace  had  been  concluded^ 
wer^  then  unknown  to  the  Houie,  whilft  the  articles,  upon 
the  face  of  them,  were  partly  defcftive,  and  partly  unin* 
telJTgiblc,  which  hte  felt  and  acknowledged.-  If  the  Houfe, 
ifeerefbrc,  barely  upon  the  face  of  the  articles,  were  not 
ripe  for  commendation,  was  it  poflible  for  the  fame  Houfe, 
upon  thofe  identical  materials,  honeftly  to  fay  they  were  ripe 
for  cenforc  ?  He  preffcd  this  argument  to  its  utmoft  length, 
ct>nftderingthe  prefcnt  queftion,  both  on  the  footing  of  poli- 
'  tjcal  etpediency,  and  juilice  to  individuals.  Everyman,  he 
contended,  who  felt  himielf  not  fufficiently  grounded  to  ap- 
»  pfaud,  muft,  a  fortiori  ^  acknowledge   himfelf  much  let's  pre- 

*  ^  pared  to  ccnfore.  He  then  advert-ed  to  the  adual  ftate  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  compared  with  its  ultimate  concluiion, 
and  fhcwctl  that  the  imperfeftions  and  ohfcurity  juftly  af- 
cribed  to  the  Preliminary  Articles,  furnifhed  a  conclulivc 
reafon  for  al>ftaining  from  a  condemnation  of  them  in  a  par- 
liamentary form,  and  for  this  iimple  reafon,  that  the  more 
imperfeft  they  were,  the  more  remained  to  be  done  by  far- 
ther negoctatton.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  the  Dutch 
tfeaty  was  not  yet  concluded,  which  had  been  ufedas  a  pow- 
erful argument  on  a  former  day,  to  prove  the  inability  of 
the  Hcufe  to  proceed  to  commendation,  and  which  ought  by 
every  rule  of  jufticc  and  fair  dealing  to  have  the  fame  or 
greater  weigh  ,  when  ccnfure  was  propofed.  To  interpofc 
▼indidiveiy  midway  between  the  moft  accurate  articles  which 
could  be  penned,  and  the  definitive  expofition  of  th^m,  he 
argued  muft  be  at  all  times  dangerous,  and  that  it  became  the 
more  fo  in  exaft  proportion  to  ihe  inaccuracy  of  thofe  ar- 
ticles. That  bis  own  refolution  had  been,  not  to  have  voted 
for  any  addrefs,  amended  or  otherwife,  but  to  let  the  matter 
feft,  dreading  that  the  flighteft  cenfure  thrown  out  in  the 
Imitation  of-  the  rfierits,  might  lead  to  the  nonfeofe  and  ab- 
furdity  out  of  doors,  whiqli  caufcd  an  imagination  that  peace 
itfelf  was  uncertain.  Ithus  much  however  he  contendedL 
muft  be  allowed,  that  if  the  preient  refolution  paiTed,  a(- 
ferting  that  territory  had  been  wantonly  ceded,  the  other 
tontraAing  powers  muft  conclude  chat  the  durability  of  the 
peace  was  very  precarious,  although  its  final  ratification  might 
sn  their  opinion  admit  of  no  doubt.  What  effeds  this  might 
liavc  on  tbeE^ft-Indies  in  particular,  he  would  rather  hint  at 
than  exprefs.  He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  poflible  ef&Qs 
which  it  might  have  already  produced  in  the  minds  of  foreign 
''       t  MinifierS) 
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Mlniftersy  which  could  be  confirmed  or  refufed  by  peribns  in 
office,  and  dwell  jupon  the  pretence  it  might  afford,  to  ftop 
the  difarmiog  in  Fraocei  where  a  ftrong  party  in  the  cabinet 
had  preffed  for  farther  war,  and  the  coniequcnt  impoffibility 
of  di(arming  in  .EngUod.  In  this  part  of  his  argument,  Mr» 
Matdonalcl.  was*  led  to  Couch  upon  the  fatal  difcTofure  which 
bad  been  ipade  in  that  Hi9ufe,  rdpedingthe  ftatc  of  the  land 
iervice,  and  ventured  to  pronounce^  that  if  the  Houfe  had 
had  patience  to  forbear  from  entertainmg  that  fubjcA,  till  the j 
had  beet)  furniffied  with,  decent  materials  for  judgment,  they* 
would  have  feen  the  incident  which  provoked  that  t^oeftion  ia 
a  very  different  and  a  very  extraordinary  point  of  view. 

Haviogfullydifcuired  all  tbofe  points^  he  beg^d  permifi 
iiofi  to  fay.  a  few  words  on  liie  n^xt  refolution  which  die  no* 
blc  Lord  hju)  opened,  thooeh  certainly  out  of  order,  as  it 
might  fparc  him  the  pain  ofrifing  agam«    The  Houfe  con- 
fcoting,  be  declared  that  he  fore^re  to  dwell  upon  the  cafe 
of  the  Loyalifts^  as  an  alTembly  of  human  beings  could  fcarce<» 
ly  tnift  their  judgments  when  ip  jwwerful  an  attack  was  made 
upon  their  feelings.    If  they  had  hearts  and  nerves,  they 
mud  neceir^rily  overwhelm  their  underftandin^s.  .He  turned  « 
his  eyes  therefore  from  that  fubje£^,  by  a  kmd  of  natural 
ioapulfe,  as  from  a  corpfe  or  a  grave  i  there  was,  however,  he  . 
obferved,  a  chauce  held  out  by  America,  of  reftoring  fome  of 
cbofe  meritorious  men  to  the  very  n0taie  folum  on  which  they 
had  been  born  sind  bred.  ,  A  very  bad  chance  h^  feared,  yet 
they  ought  to  have  the  beoe.fit  of  that  chance  fuch  as  it 
«ras«    Thi*  a  parliamentary  declaration  might  froftrate*    if 
that  chance  fails,  (aid  he,  <'  tax  me  to  the  teeth,  and  I  will 
chearfully  ftint  myfelf  to  contribute  to  their  relief,  or  to  make 
up  any  deficiency.'*    He  ftaced,  that  by  a  premature  refolu- 
tion in  their  favour,  the  fvholc  burden  without  a  chance  of 
diminution  might  be  thrown  on  this  country,  whereas  it  was 
but  juftice  to  mis  country  alfo,  to  give  all  chances  a  fair  and 
deliberate  trial*    He  concluded  the  whole  by  faying, .  that  he 
Ihould  vote  againft  the  fourth  refolution,  and  for  a  previous 
queftion  on  the  fifth  • 

Mr.  Fm  faid,  I  rife  now  merely  to  anfwer  Ibme  obferva^  Mr.  Foy* 
tions  that  have  fallen  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  in  which  1 
tannot  but  coafider  that  the  i9&.%  have  been  mifconceived,  and 
the  arguments  deduced  from  thefe  faAs  totally  mifappHed,* 
aad  unfairly  ftated.  .  In  What  I  have  to  fay  on  thefe  particu* 
lars,  1  mean  not  to  tjefpafs  long  upon  the  patience  and  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  at  this  late  hour  of  the  debate,  I  Ihould 
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bave  fpokcQ  before,  had  I  not  wifbed  to  have  htktd  the  ge-> 
neral  opinion  of  Farliameiit  on  this  qiieftion,  before  I  pre« 
fumed  to  gtve  mj  fentinients  np^  cht9  tnotton  of  tnj  noble 
friend's  ^jLord  John  Cavendiflii}  But  there  hftv«  been  fomm 
ob&rvations  fallen^  to  which  I  can  nofonger^^elay  anf^r- 
hxgfhj  giving  what' are  my  derid«)  and  ttftalte^M^6pini0B9 
on  die  very  important  fubJM^:  itf  ow  eoofide¥atioft;  •' 

The  argutnt lit  which  hat' been  ttfed  by  (bme  honourable 
gentkuien  on  the  other  ffit  of  the  Houfe  agatnft  the  foaVth 
rcfoiution  moved  by  my  oobk  f rkftd^^  appeaf»  10  me  the  niofll 
prepoftcrous  and  chtnrrical  tblit  wa6  Irv^r  ^stk^cbii  An 
nononxablo  gentleman  [Mr.  Macd^iMtd]  ba»faid,  that  th# 
Honie  coming  to  a  vote  of  diraf^M>btttioi»oir  the  PH^Kmuia'' 
vies  and  Provilional  Treaty^  win  be  conftrned  by  our  etie-^ 
tnies  as  an  abfolute  iatention  of  Parlia^nt  ifot  t^  abkte  by 
the  articles  they  contaiocd.  The'  hofioorable  gentleman  fayt 
that  it  wilt'  he  tantamotint  i(f  a  declahttionof  fetommencing 
the  war.  Is  it  then  to  be  underftood^  that  we  are  inidiicat 
to  t|ie  peace,  becaulb  on  thiemoft  deliberate  conMeratioii  of 
its  strticlec,  we  are  obliged  to  gifve  onr  candid  epuriont,  Aat 
k  is  not  fuch  a  peace  as  wt  mrght  feaibnsMy  have  eiipeAed 
from  the  illative  iituatiofie  of  Great  Britain  with  France  and 
Spain  }  I  think  there  cannot  be  a  greater  aCnranco  of  oisr 
fmcific  intention  than  what  is  conveyed  in  the  principles  of 
this  fonrtb  refolution,  as  it  is  eonneaeA  with  that  refolnttoo 
wherein  we  have  pledged  ourfeWes  to  cive  every  flabHity  and 
permanency  to  the  peace :  for^  notwithftanding  the  peace  isy 
perhaps,  the  worft  that  conld  pofllbly  have  been  framed  fot 
the  real  interefts  of  this  natioAy  yet  Me  have  reiblved  to  pre** 
fei[ye  inviolate  the  public  faidt  which  has  been  pledged  in 
this  negotiation^  If  there:  t»a  poffibility  of  giving  an  aiTo- 
rance  of  our  incf  inations  tor  peaces,,  it  camiot  be  fo  wtll  con<* 
veyed  as  in  the  letter  and  fpir it  of  this  refisdntion.  In  the 
moment  that  we  find  the  pe^ee  ft^Jqflity  defervinj^of  the  ge-^ 
neral  reprobation  it  has  received,  we  pledge  -ourfetves  to  fee 
every  iota  of  it  fulfitledr  In  my  opinion,  the  firft  refolntion 
would  not  be  To  ftrongly  expreiiive  of  our  incitrtation  to  ac- 
tivate the  friendship,  cohfidencei  and  intercouffe  with  our 
late  enemies,  were  it  not  followed  by  esiprelRng  that  the 
fenfc  we  have  of  the  peace  being  fo  inadeqnate  to  what 
•  our  real  and  relative  fituation  might  have  expe£ted«  That 
muft  France,  Spain,  and  America,  confider,  that  we  are  de« 
termined  for  peace,  indeed,  when  we  can  fo  folemnly  pfcdge 
ourfelves  to  ratify  and  validate  a  negotiation  wherein  wc  find 
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iach  a  wafic  of  oar  inter^fts  and  pDfU;iiioni«  Sq  tlitt:  eveiy 
^rgoment  upon  thU  principle  ]%the  a)oil  vagae,  dtidifjtp-zvid 
nugacory,  itfaat  itis  poi&ble  for  haqian  reaiba  to  coikcciye*.  Itrii 
aa  abfttmty  too  eQor(Qpu6  (o^  common  icnfe  to  countenanciOk 
Sut  wen:  this,  rcfolution  not  So  iti^T^e^iiately  neQefftkvy  for  tbf 
eftaLdtibui^  foreigA  coafideaoe,  i|  is  ahtblateiy  akiifpenfiblt 
for  prcfervzng  iaterxul  confifteocy*.  Did  we  not  is\  our-voc^ 
of  laft  Moodajf*s  debate. imply^  that  we  would  giv^  an  op>* 
nioa  upon  tiue  PccJ^oaiacfi  aofl  Provifiooal  Treaty^bich 
had  ,beea  laid  before  tt&  r  Why  proceed  to  a  conHderatioa  of 
rhefe  pa^i;Sy  if  tbe  coofickratiop>  of  them  muft  pafs  without 
aaoplojiifi^  It  is  mockiog  the  general  bufinefs  of  Pariiat 
m^at^  $o,frc6»q^c  th,at  we  (Kould  meet  for  tbe  purpofe  of 
caqmruig  lAtQ  thcfe  papery  withoMt  giving  pur  opipien  at 
tht  fci«U  of  tbe  eoqqiry.  It  is.  beneath  farce  itfelf^  to  fup* 
poCe^  that  we  caaabftraft  the  idea  of  giving  ao  op^oioo  front 
bavidgcKercUcd  our  jadgpnents.  Tbeic  papers  have  been^ 
fubjeft  of  a  very  fcrious  kndampk  confideratjom  We  havf 
all  formed  a^  ppiAioa*  And,  although  I  will  not  fay»  every 
peribn  io  this  Hovfe  has  this  ope  opinion,  yet  1  believe  the 
exceptioas  areyery  ffw,  indeed^,  from  thole  who  are  ii€>t  co»- 
viaced  of  this  {teaee^b^ing  the  mod  inconfideratc,  ia^provi** 
doity  aodjnadec]ttate,  to^he  real  and  relative  interefis  of  t^c 
kingdoOL^.tlf  fuch  be  the  general  ogifiion,  why  (hquld  it  not 
be  dedat^?'  Have  we  not  pledged  ourtelves  to  give  th^fc 
ientimeots  whicb  hav^  arifen  from  tbe  mo(l  feriouf  coniider«- 
«tion^  If  gejf U(6ii^6fi  j»ean  by  their  oppofition  to  .thi^reiblu- 
aion,  tik^Xf  frooa  the  papers;  we  have  fren)  onr  opinions  at^ 
impcrfe^i  and  therei^e  incompetent  for  palling  any  vote 
that  uay  involve  in  it  a  cenlure  on  the  noble  Lord,  [Lord 
Sbelburnc^  whya^  not  ihofe  papers  laid  before  us  which 
m^t  alter  onr  opigions  f  The  papers  have  been  aiked  for, 
andi  ID  my, opinion,. improperly*  Was  not  this  H»y  opinion,  ' 
I  ihoold  not,  beiitate  to  vote  for  <;vejry  paper  which  contained 
the  lead J9iatter  pf  infarmatioii  qn  the  fubje^.  But  when  f 
(umt^der  how  impoiTible  it  U  fbf  qfi#  to  ji)dgo  what  papers 
migbt  coaie  before  the  public,  |,  cannot  but  approve  of  ^heir 
^ot  beiog  called  for.  .  Were  )  to  call  for  theie  papjM-s,  I  might, 
^ik  for  li|cb  as  might  prove  very  dangerous  to  the  interefts  0)i^ 
the  countrir^  The  Minifter  ibould  producf  fuch  papers  as 
be  knew  vir^rie  not  dangerous  in  be^ng  Jcnown  ;  fuch  as  were 
proper  to  meet  the  public  eye,  and  would  tend. to  clear  the 
^ara£lers  coacerf^ed  rn  this  peace  from  the  cenUire  they  muft 
4Mh6nviie  fufiain ;  but  if  thefe  papers  are  withb:Id|  and  there 
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fttef  a  fulticient  number  already  on  the  tabk  to  afford  juft 
^ooiid  lor  this  refolution,  it  can  only  be  deferred  with  aii 
intention  of  its  being  deftroyed  y  fo  that  I  conceive  this  ar- 
gument as  only  meant  to  impede  the  (performance  of  that  pro- 
ttifc  which  we  have  given  to  the  public.     We  cannot,  if  we 
would,  difpenfe  with  this  rcfolution,  confiftent  with  our  own 
honour,  and  the  duty  we  ovire  the  people.    Then  why  is  it 
tirged,  that  this  ref<^ution  is  merely  brought  forward  as  a 
conteft  for  power  }  Is  it  a  conteft  for  power,  that  we  appear 
defirous  of  performing  our  engagements  with  the  nation  ? 
Can  it  be  conftrued  a  conteft  for  power  in  the  noble  Lord 
fLord  John  Cavendifh]  wto  bribgs  forward  tliis  refdlutidh  ? 
Is  my  noble  friend  to  be  eonfidered  ambitious  for  pbwtx^  who 
has  always  bisen  known  *to  avoid  rather' than  16  c6urt  oiBcial 
emplojrmbnt?  Surely  no !  If  he  has  a  blemifh  to  foil  his 
eminent  virtnes,  it  is  that  of  receding  from  thofe  places 
where  his  ability  and  integrity  might  promote  the  ioterefts 
bf  his  country.     I  am  certain  there  is  not. a  gentleman  in 
this  Houfe,  who  poflefles  the  Tmalleft  d6gree.6f  candour,  can 
attribute  fu^h*  a  bafe  and  pitiful  nicaning  to  the  noble  Lord. 
Was  not  the  infiuoation  as  petverfe  as  it  is  contemptible,  the 
cfaara6ker  pf  my  noble  friend  would  have  faved  his  relblution 
Trom  foch  a  paltry  and  diiingenuoiis  afpet^on  :  but  it  is  tri- 
fliVig  with  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Houfe,  to  ^ive  this 
alTcrtion  a  ferious  reply.'    All  I  (ball  fay  upon  this  part  of 
the  fubjeft  is,  that  the  purpofe  for  which  it  is  ^^az^rded  can 
in  no  manner  be  fucccfsful.    If  it  is  mcai>»\o'^vc  \ht  Firft 
l^ord  of  the  Trcafury  from  the  iii^ifSCe  of  his  thcafures,  there 
needs  not  this  refolutidn  to  pafs  while  the  mcmbty  of  the  peace 
on  your  tablie  remains  in  the  minds  of  the  peopled    Or  if  it 
fuppofes,  that  putting  afide  this  rcfolution  will  bd  the  means 
of  prefervihg  the  prelent  fyftcm^  I  truft  that  it  is  too  gene* 
rally  known  in  this  Houfe,  that  this  rcfolution  is  not  necef- 
fary  to  deftroy  an  adcAiniftration  which  is  already  fallen. 
And  here  I  muft  obfcrvc'  riiy  regret  for  my  friend  below  [Sir 
Cecil  Wray  ]  having  feen  any  thing  in  our  cpnduft  this  even- 
ing to  haVe  excited  in  him  lentiments  and  expreffions  that  I 
truft  his  reflection  will  condemn.  -  I  lament  the  lofs  of  his 
confidence,  becaufe  he  pofFcfles  my  friendship :  but  I  can 
only  attribute  it  to  a  total  mifunderftanding  of  the  principle 
of  this  rcfolution  ;  otherwiie  I  am  confident  he  would  never 
have  thus  founded  the  alarum  of  independency,  and  have 
quitted  that  cable  of  friendfhip  which  I  (hould  have  hoped 
would  have  never  been  parted  :  fo  that  I  will  not  condemn 
his  behaviour,  although  I  muft  lament  the  lofs  of  bis  approba- 
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lion,  I  am  aflarcd  of  the  honefty  of  kis*intbntion,  while  t 
diTapprove  of  the  propriety  of  his  conduA.  What  he  has 
/aid,  goes  againft  the  forming  of  any  adminiitration  ;  and 
it  fbcvirs,  that  he  has  not  been  much  uled  to  the  making  of 
minifcers. 

An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Pbwys),  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Hoafe,  thought  proper  to  cen(ure  the  coalition  of 
parties  in  a  former  debate^     Indeed,  he  has  mentioned  them 
again  in  th^prefent;  bur,  I  truft,  thiscenfure  isundeferved. 
Whatever  coalition  of  parties  there  may  be,  it  has  arifen  from 
the  ncccffity  of  ipen  t^nitcd  for  the  purpofc  of  preferving  the 
conftitution  of  the  country  inviolate  from  the  attack  of  an  in* 
dividual,  who  has  had  the  tecnerity  to  a£b  more  from  his  own 
dilates,  than  from  the  principles  of  the  conflitution,  or 
neceilities  of  the  coutitry.     If  ever  the  fituation  of  a  country 
required  a  coalition  of  party  that  coold  prefcrvc  the  vigour 
of  the  flate  from  debility,  it  was  that  of  the  prefent.     I 
troft  there  can  be  no  requifitton  6f  argument  to  enforce  this> 
while  thofe  Preliminaries,  and  that  Provifional  Treaty,  Hea 
upon  your  table,     |   am  free  to  boail  of  being  conne Aed 
^ith  a  fet  of  men,  whofe  principles  are  the  batison  ^hich 
the  ftatc  has  for  a  long  time  paft  been  fupported  from  fal- 
ling into  abfolute  nihility.     It  is  to  the  virtues  of'thefc  men 
that  I  have  furrendered  my  private  opinions  and  inclinations. 
It  is  thus  only  that  I  could  prevent  myfelf  from  falling  into 
thofe  errors  which  the  prejudices,  paflioni,  and  perplexities 
of  human  nature,  will,  at  times,  occaiion.      And,  thus  I 
have  been  always  anfweraWe  to  my  country  for  my  conduA; 
for  in  every  public  tranfaQion  I  have  thought  it  moft  fafe  to 
rcfign  my  private  opihion,  when  I  found  it  departing  from 
the  general  opinion  of  thofe  with  whonl  I  was  conneded  by 
frtcndihip,  confidence,  and  veneration.    Thole  whofe  vit* 
tues  claimed  my  refpe^,  and  inrhote  abilities  my  admiration, 
could  not  but  prove  the  bcft  dircftors  of  a  conduA,  which, 
alone,  might  fall  by  its  temerity,  ot  be  loft  by  temptation. 

And  now  I  fnuft  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  on  what  I 
feel  of  the  mofl  ferious  nature,  as  far  asr  it  relates  to  the 
complacency  6f  my  own  feelings.  The  fentiments  which 
have  fallen  from  gentlemen,  of  whofit  I  had  flattered  myfelf 
to  have  poflefTed  their  friendfhip  and  good  opinion,  has  oc- 
cafiosed  in  me^a  retrofpeft  of  my  pafl  condu£t.  1  have  re- 
viewed my  behaviour  with  a  feverity  of  retrofpe^,  that  I 
(hould  fcarceiy  have  endured,  had  it  not  been  from  a  con- 
vpftion  that  I  really  coftiniitted  a  fault  which  merited  the 
xno^  painful  ol  all  feehngi-^that  of  loiing  the  fupport  and 
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UpprDbatioo  of  m«o,  wbofe  virtues  I  reverence,  and  wfaofe 
gcod  opinifOiis  k  is  my  greateft  pvtde  aod  happieft  ,,ta  culti- 
vate,   fittt^  however  painful  this  feverity  of  retroipcA  inay 
'have  proved,  I  find  it  amply  compenfated  i^n  the  nlcafure 
every  hooeft  mind  feels,  when  it  can  bear  tcftimony  lo  the 
purity  and  coafiftency  of  its  iDteottons.     As  no  io^ifttion 
can  be  lb  formidahie  to  fenfibility  a«  that  which  our  own 
reileAion  holds  on  our  aftions,  the  refult  of  my  enquiry  is 
attended  with  an  encreafe  of  £itisfa£lion  proportionate  to 
the  pain  I  felt  for  its  nqceffity,  and  fc|ry  left  I  (hould  &od 
.Ikiyielf  deferviog  of  what  I  have  this  night  fo  painfully  ex- 
perienced t  I  mean  the  forfeiture  of  frleodflupi  fupport,  and 
confidence,  where  I  have  always  ibnght  its  enjoynoent.    It 
IS  only  from  fuch  chara£kers  as  have  my  efieem,^  that  I,have 
ibught  their  fupport  and  connexion*    (iowever,  1  £od  my- 
ielf  this  evening  deferted  by  thof<s  whom  I  thou^t  never 
to  have  given  a  pretence  for  loiing  th^ir  eftiipation;  and 
jthe  regret  I  experience  on  tho  occafion  would  be  infup- 
portable  indeed,  were  it  not  from  being  confcioos  of  its  be* 
ing  undeierved*     And  this  conVf£^ion  is  in  a  great  meafurt 
ccmirmed  by  what  I  have  feen  fmce  I  reccdoi  from  that 
Adminiftration,  in  which  there  was  no  ptinciple  of  ftabi- 
}ity  and  connexion  to  fupport  it,  with  honour  to  iticlf  and 
welfare  to  the  people*    That  we  were  juftiikd  in  our. re- 
ceding from  fuch  an  Adminiftration,  has  been  daily  evinced 
by  thofe  who  (ince  followed  our  evampl^»    tizvt  not  tbofe, 
ivho  were  deluded  by  preteoce,  not  confirmed  bv  principle 
to  take  a  (bare  with  a  man  whom  they  now  tpc  tne  atd<4Dte 
neceffity  of  deferring,  confirmed  the  oeceffity  of  osjr  con* 
du£k  ?  It  can  be  no  fmall  fatisfa^lion  to  me  to  fee  tboie  folr 
low  p)y  conduf^i  whom,  iqdeed,  J  could  rather  have  diofea 
to  follow.    Can  there  be  a  greater  demonftration  of  the  proi* 
priety  and  principle  of  our  conduA,  than  ieeing  others  re* 
peding  cpe  by  one  from  a  conne£^ioa  which  has  betrayed 
^yery  principle  on  which  their  confidence  was  founded ) 

^ut  while  I  produce  thefe  as  indifputable  arguments  in  fa* 
srOur  of  the  propriety  of  opr  refig^ation,  aiKi  oppofing  tbe 
peafiires  whidi  have  been  fince  p^iued  to  the  difgrace  and 
injury  of  the  coiyntry,  I  i^ia^  not  difavow  my  having  an 
ambition  tp  hold  fuch  a  ^tuatioii  ijn  o^e,  as  rn^y  enable  me 
to  promote  the  intereft  of  my  cojuntry.*  I  wiU  oonfefi,  that 
{  am  defirons  of  enjoying  an  eminence  whiph  qo^ft  flatter  oiy 
aml^itigp,  pron^te  my  cooyeniepce,  and  enable  1^  to  exert 
pnyCelf  in  my  country's  feryicjt  (  a^d  in  confelfine  this  dcfirc, 
I  truft  ti^^  it  cannot  be  term^  prefumption.    f  fiauer  my- 

fcif 


A.  17«^  t)    £    fl    A    T    E    9.     ^  33I 

fd(  that  I  am*  not  ina^quatc  to  the  importance  of  fuch  t 
ftmtiDn ;  nor  do  I  think  that  I  gate,  during  the  (hort  time 
I  beldam  J  refpefiable  place  in  admioiilrationt  any  realbn 
that  I  fhouM  not  offer  mjMf  a  candidate  for  a  ihare  in  thac 
new  arrangement  which  the  late  itegledful,  not  to  give  m 
i«K>rft '  ifbitbet,  condnft  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the  Tixsafurjr 
har  rendered  iitdirpenfible.  But  this  is  a  fubje^  which  I 
ikxnk  more  pmdent  to  wate,  than  to  enforce  with  cither 
ddycing  arguraentr^'  or  referring  to  inftances. 

I  fiialT  now  take  an  opportttnicy  of  obferving  Tome  particu* 
larTi '  ioamfwer  to  what  has  fallen  from  an  honourable  member 
(Mr/  iteith  Stewart)  relative  to  the  ftate  of  our  navy  not  ^ 

ncil%  '-inch  as  to  countenance  the  cont!ouatice  of  the  war^ 
He  lays,  that  the  accounts  of  the  relative  ftate  of  our  navy 
are'tlntrtie  ;>  ft  neither  was,  boris  in  that  condition  in  which 
it  harbeen  reprefented^  But  this  aiTertion  does  not  go  Cd  ht 
agatoft  our  diiapfirobation  as  fbme  other  arguments  that  wert 
made  in  this  and  the  Upper  Honfe  in  laft  Monday^  debate. 
It  was  then  pofiriveiy  alTerted,  that  the  real  ftate  of  our 
navy  wa$  reprefented  far  ftiperior  to  its  aAual  condition  ; 
that  it  was  by  no  means  a^equslte  to  the  fervices  to  which  it 
was  affiotted  in  itf  feveral  deftinations;  that  fome  ihips  wert 
foulj  others  rotten,  and  others  not  ifored,  ^But  thefe  are 
inftances  that  can  be  adduced  in  every  fleet;  they  are  as 
Cqiiallv  appticable  to  oifr  enemies  as  to  ourfelves.  But  the 
candid  and  fair  fta^ement  of  the  fub^ft  would,  be  this. 
Can  it  be  proved^  that  our  navy  was  inadequate  to  any  fer** 
vicc^  6n  which  it  was  difpatched  ?  Has  there  been  any  one! 
oficnfive  or  defeniive  meafure  declined  in  confe^uence  of 
our  navy  being  incompetent  to  the  duty  ?  If  this  can  be  * 
proved,  then  I  fhall  moft  rhearfuUy  coo^nt  to  lofe  this  re- 
folotion.  'I  will  .even  join  tfaofe  who  are  now  fo  forward  in 
the  praifes  of  a  peace,  which,  to  every  man  of  common 
fenfe^  is  the  moft  diigracefnl  and  difadvantagrous  of  any 
this  country  can  prodocc.  I  will  even  join  them  in  their 
loudeft  praifes*  There  is  nothing  their  cnthufiafm  can  fug" 
geft  in  its  favour,  butl  will  moft  readily  fabfcribe.  But 
white  I  am  confident  that  no  fuch  proof  can  be  brought,  I 
muft  contend  for  the  necefRty  and  propriety  of  this  refolu^ 
tion. 

And  now  permit  me  to  mention,  that  this  aflertion  is  not 
only  deftittfte  of  evidence  and  veracity,  but  even  of  com^- 
roon  gratitude  and  candour*  It  has  originated  from  tbofe 
who  are  known  to  be  under  the  greateft  obligations  to  that 

noble 
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noble  and  ho^uuble  chara&er  they  are-tliuscadeavoariogto 
depreciate.    But  not  to  iay  any  thing  farther  on  thjs  difagfcc- 
,  able  .part  of  the  fubje^  *  haf  it  r^e  (eaft  fupport  ffom  the 
coraparifon  of  fafis  and  circumftaoces  ^  Would  th^  poble 
l^ord  (Lord  Keppel)  have  been  fo  ready  to  refign  his  place 
becauie  he  difappi'ovcd  of  the  ppacc,  bad  be  been  feniibk  of 
our  naval  inability  for  war  ?  U  he  to  be  conlukred  (o  much 
an  advocatQ  for  war,  that  \\c  would  ^bfolutely  riliquf  \xis  own 
chara£ter  to  iinputatiociyif  not  memed  diigr^ice   and  dif- 
honour?  Surely   nothing  can  deiuonil/atc  the  falfity  and 
malice  of  this  aQertion  fo  incontrovertibly,  as  the  Firfi  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  having  refigned  his  eoiployment.     Ha$i  he 
not  been  confident  of  the  conditio^  of  the  fleet  being  ade- 
quate to  every  relative  fervice  of  war,  he  would  have  been 
icofible  of  the  impropriety  of  oppp^qg  a  peapc.     Ijc.muft 
liav^  feen  the  folly  and  danger  of  fucii  a  conduA,  froqathe 
knowledge  of  the  deftruiElion  it  might  bring  on  the  country, 
and  the  difgraco  it  would,  confequently,  oring  upon  him^ 
fclf.    But,  however,  not  to  adduce  any  more  argom^ nu  to 
controvert  an  ai&rtion  that  has  no«  other  foundation  than 
error,  malice,  and  ingratitude,  I  fb^U  proceed  to  ilate  fonie 
fa£ts  which  prove  the  ftate  of  our  n^vy  being  in  a  cooditioa 
Tufficiently  powerful  fpr  any  relative  operation  in  war.    it 
will  prove  that  the  Firf^  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  I  mean  my 
noble  friend,  had  ju|i  rcafon  for  hi<  confidence  in  its  com* 
potency.     Whatever  informatipi^  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  kcith  Stewart)  may  havp  received  refpeflmg  the  fupe* 
rior  (late  of  our  enemies  power,  I  will  pledge  n^ylelf  to  pro- 
duce authentic  and  indifputable  evidence,  tha;  m  the  courfe 
of  laft  year  our  navy  encrealed  feventeen  in  its  number, 
while  that  of  France  had  fuiTered  a  diminution  bC^  thirteen. 
Admiral  Pigot  would  have  had  b]jr  this  tim^  fifty ^four  fail  of 
the  line  in  the  Weft  Indies.     This  would  have  been  fucb  a 
force  for  every  defenfive  and  ofFeoiGlvc  purpofe,  that  the 
fituation  of  thofe  Teas  might  ^ave  required  or  permitted. 
We  might  then  have  l>een  {)erfe£tly  at  eafe  with  regard  to 
the  fafety  of  tholi:  polTcnions,  efpe^ialW  when  the  ttate  of 
the  Spanifll  navy  was  con(idered,  and  that  wc  h^  alfo  re^ 
niaining  at  home  thirly^-four  (hips  of  the  line.    If  fuch  i> 
the  fituation  of  our  navy,  as  I  pledge  myfelf  to  prove,  cap 
there  be  a  pretence  for  vindicating  ;h^  necci&ty  of  tboio 
enormous  cefHons  which  lie  before  qs  on  the  table  ? 

I  might,  on  this  occafion,  repeat  the  arguments  vrhicb 
have  Uep  already  produced  to  fhew   the  little  attcotiop 
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which  has^  beea  paid  to  the  intereft  and  fediz^  of  the  conn* 
try  iQ  this  negociatioo.  But  this  would  be  only  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  Houie  to  what  they  rouft  ha?e  already 
formed  an  opinion  on,  in  confequcnce  of  the  able  arguiHenta 
that  have  been  offered  upon  the  coniideratioo  of  the  Preli- 
minaries and  Proviiional  Treaty.  However,  I  muft  obfenre 
that,  in  this  negociation,  Dur  enemies  have  exaded  •ur  pof- 
ieilioas,  without  paying  that  tendernefs  to  our  feelings  which 
they  have  always  affefied  to  pay  in  fimilar  negociations* 
There  does  not  appear  in  this  negociation  the  leau  circum* 
ftance  to  flatter  our  facrifice  of  honour  as  well  as  polTefEon. 
The  papers  before  us  bear  too  evident  iigns  of  the  diCregard 
and  negligence  with  which  they  have  been  fettled.  But 
whilr  they  contain  every  mark  of  humility,  ignominy,  and 
diiadvantage  to  this  country,  they  evidently  fhew  the 
triaroph  and  fuperiority  of  our  enemies.  For  on  the  prima 
foiu^  VfC  £nd  every  advantage  given  to  our  enemies,  and 
not  one  folid  and  real  advantage  retained  or  reflored  to  our-* 
ieivcs.  We  have  granted  to  the  Americans  the  privilege  of 
fifbing  on  the  only  part  of  Newfoundland,  which  is  left 
us  by  our  celEon  to  France.  It  is  true  they  are  excluded 
from  the  privilege  of  drying  their  iifh  on  our  territories ; 
but  this  is  merely  a  negative  advantage ;  it  includes  no  po« 
fitive  intereft :  for  fince  France  has  a  privilege  of  part  of 
this  iiland,  it  will  be  very  eafy  for  America  to  filh  with  us, 
and  dry  them,  by  perminion,  on  French  territories.  Thus 
it  is  evident,  that  our  fiihery,  fo  much  boafted,  in  New* 
fooodland  is,  in  a  manner  annihilated  ;  not  to  mention  tho 
ioipolicy  of  ceding  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  all  the  pof* 
jeinons  that  we  have  referved,  is  only  fuch  as  tend  to  create 
jealoufies  which  may  be  pretences  for  war  at  a  future  period. 
But  to  take  a  general  view  of  this  peace,  we  find  it  contain 
a  facrifice  of  our  chief  poiTcinons  in  America,  Africa,  and 
Alia.  By  the  boundaries  which  have  been  fo  carelefQy 
prefcribed,  we  have  excluded  ourfelves  from  the  Mii&ffippi  ; 
fo  that  we  only  retain  the  name,  without  being  able  to  en* 
joy  its  DoflcfEon.  We  have  loft  Weft  Florida,  and  ceded 
the  Eaft  to  com  pleat  our  lofs  of  American  territory.  And, 
lA  this  laft  ccfiion,  in  a  treaty  for  peace,  we  have  given 
Spain  the  greatcft  temptation  for  war.  We  have  reined 
to  them  thofe  advantages  which  were  always  their  annoys 
ance  and  terror.  In  this  part  as  well  as  in  every  other  part 
of  this  negociation,  that  iirft  principle  of  treaty  has  ooen 
totally  difregarded.  —  The  retention  of  places  whofe  re- 
VoL.  IX.  Xx  lative 
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ISLtirc  power  is  to  check  the  operations  of  ^iwr,  ii'tht  bcft  fcca- 
rity  for  the.  prefcrvation  of  pcice*  In  the  Wett-Iridiei  we 
bare  reftofed  the.'Ifland  of  St.  Ltici^,  beficfes  ceding  and 
guarapteeing  the  Illand  of  Tobago ;  but  at  a  cor^tpenfation 
for  this  latter  ceitfon,  we  havie  the  Illands  of  N^vis  and 
Mdntferi^t ;  therefore  what  has  been  veftored  to  us  by  France 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  cannot  at  all  be  coniidered  as  a  cbm- 
penfatiOn  for  St.  Lucia.  We  may  be  faid  to  have  only  for 
dita  invalaable  iiland  to  the  French,  Grenada,  the  Grena- 
dines, St.  Vincent,  and  Dominica.  And  for  all  our  ac- 
knowledgments, ceflioDs,  and  reftorations  in  America,  we 
are  only  polTeflTed  of  the  Bahama^s.  In  Africa  we  hav^ 
ceded  and  guaranteed  to  France  the  river  Senegal  and  alt 
its  dependencies,  with  the  forts  of  St.  Louis,  Podor,  Ga- 
lan),  Arguin,  and  Portendre ;  and  to  compleat  this  Afri- 
can cei&on,  we  have  engaged  to  reftore  the  Ifland  of  Gorce. 
And  in  return  for  all  the  forts,  the  River  Senegal  with  de- 

fendencics,  and  Goree,  France  has  only  guarant;ced  to  us 
ort  Jamea  and  the  River  Gambia.  The  dependences  of 
the  River  Gambia  are  to  be  undefftood  as  included  in  rhis 
guarantee,  where  we  have  been  too  carelefs  to  have  them 
^eciiied  in  the  f^nie  nianner  as  in  our  ceiBbn  to  France^ 
In  Aiia  we  are  engaged  to  reftore  France  all  the  eftSi* 
blifhments  which  belonged  to  them,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa  and  in'  Bengal. 
Beiides  granting  them  the  liberty  of  furrouoding  Chander- 
nagorc,  with  a  ditch  for  draining  the  watei^.  We  are 
fikewife  engaged  to  take  fuch  poffible  meafures  af  (hall  fe- 
cnre  to  the  fufoicfts  of  France,  in  that  part  of  India, 
and  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa,  Coromandel,  and  Malabar,  a 
fafe,  free,  and  independent  trade.  Tn  the  next  article,  we 
reftore  Pondicherry  and  Karical.  We  likewife  procure  a$  a 
dependency  to  this  reftoration  the  two  diftrifts  of  Valanour, 
liahour,  and  the  four  Mogans.  France  alTo  enters  igain 
into  the  pofTeflipn  of  Mahe  and  the  Comptoif  at  Surat. 
In  Afia,  all  this  we  grant  without  the  leaft  -ccfTion  re- 
ceived from  France;  and,  notwithftanding,  all  this  profu- 
fion  of  liberality  is  incompetent  to  prcfervc  the  peace  from 
iufpeniion  and  interruption.  By  the  fixteenth  article  we 
are  expofed  to 'the  continuance  of  the  war  as  much  as 
If  we  had  not  rcftorcd  an  inch  of  right,  privilege,  or 
poflcffion  in  thofc  parts  to  France.  In  Europe  we  have 
confented  to  the  abrogation  and  fuppreflten  of  all  the  articles 
telativc  to  Dunkirk,  from  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  I7i3i  ^<> 
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riiis  period  ;jaG)ufi^y*  Tl^i^fhai  Heon  ttntcatJi  upon  ^Mxont 
the  Icaft  preieBce  gr  ^pptfraooe  of-  «i)itiTaknt.  'From  this 
real  Aate  of  the  niigociattM^  Qftfi  y9€  liavxt  la  ipoffibiUty  of 
withboidifig  our  aCcBt  to  this 'rQfiriutioQ  ?  Ate  .net  all  theft 
iVnoericao,  AfrifiaA,  Aiiao,  aod  Eulropcan  cfcfiuHiSy  fvfiicicnt 
.evidence  th^t  tb^  ptfce  is'  not  fo  favourable  to  the  inteiefts  of 
«be  kt{ig4<¥P>  ^*  oar  j^itiy^^ftate  and  fbength  required? 
We  may  x^pref^pt  ggrown  debiUiy^  to  pitare  the  neeeffitt 
of  a  peace.  But,  inour  .^pprpbationof  tUspeaicey  itoiuft 
be  demonftrated,  that  f ron^  -oar  relatip^  debility  a  better  pea<:^ 
we  could  neither  expert  nor  obtain*  If  oor  finances  «re^ 
Araiteaed,  it  remains  to  be  proved,  that; the  finanocs^  x>((r 
enemies  were  not  equally  exhauftfed.  Knew  we  oot-ahtt; 
France  never  fupported  a  war  with>iteed  difficulty  )tbp 
Spain  was  nearly  in  a  ftaie  of  national. bankruptcy:;  and 
that  America  was  in  a  ftate  df  national  pomr^  i  Bot  tbb 
laft  1  addu<^  not  as  ^a  inAance  of  tbe.  policy  0/ the  Afneq- 
can  war.  I  adn  convinced  that,  although  /fhe  iwas  vHtboyt 
reiburce,  yet  her  unanimity ,  bereothufiaTai^iii  tbecuife^f 
her  independence,  wonkl  be  fufficirat  to  »repel  the  unitdEl 
forces  of  all  £urope* 

It  was  from  this  opinion,  ithat  I  have  alv^ays  teprebated  la 
war  that  was  as  fidiculoys  m  itf  ct^ieft  »  it  was-un)isft  in  its 
principle.  However,  this  is  by  no  means^  a  palliative  fttr 
this  enormous  ceflion  for  yvbich  this,  peace lias:been  obtained. 
J'or,  although  it  might,  be  impofiible  to  'have  cDnqoeved  A- 
inerica„  yet*  her  beitig  deftttute  6f  ivfonice  gave,  us  a  grflt 
advantage,  when  coniidered.  relatively,  as  (he  utas  in  allfante 
•with  Ftan^e  4nd  Spain.  From  this  *  kaaivriedge,  we  might 
iiave  feen  the  policy  and  <poiver  of  rwididiawni^  4>ur  tiioo^s 
from  Anneri^a,  had  the  war  necefiarily  oontinued.  We 
might  have  dir^^^  theen  agaloft  France  and  Spain  as  an 
ecceffion  «of  ftrengtb,  wiihout  fearing '.its  Cieing  counter- 
.balanced  by  «ny  ailiftance  they  could  derive  from  America* 
Without  i^fource  for  her  own  exigencies,  fhe  could  have  no 
power  of  gcantieg  fubfidies  Co  them.  All  the  aififtaneb 
.which  (he  «night  have  lent  to  thdm  could  be  only  a  few 
troqp$,  thai,  in  f<ift,  could  prove  of  no  great  advantage^ 
white  we  had  the  pelky  to  confine  oorfelves  to  the  obje£k  df 
a  naval  war*  It  is  therefore,  moft  clearly  •apparent,  that 
jwe  had  eveiiy- right  to  expefba  more  advantageous  peace  than 
what  is  before  oui:  .cbnfiideration.  And,  here,  I  (hall  take 
notice  of  an  argument  ofiered  bjr  an  honourable  gentle- 
saan  (Mf«.Powys)'Jft)pcave  thnt  thispcace  is,  aoiwilbftand- 
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ing  evfry  eridence  to  the  contrarr  that  has  been  produced^ 
ddemngof.oar  appfpbution.  Nfay,  tiiat  it 'has  even  re* 
ccived  virtually,  if  not  pofitively,  our  applaufe;  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  fays,  that  in  ourfecond  vdblatioo, 
we  have  pieced  oor  endeavours  to  cultivate  the  bleffmgs  of 
that  peace,  which  we  mean,  by  this  fourth  refotution,  to 
cenfore  and  condemn.  Surely,  fays  he^  ^'  This  peace  muft 
^'.have  received  our  approbation,  when  we  have  acknow* 
'^lodged  that  it  has  blei!ing9,  which  vre  aic  pledged  to  caiti- 
ff vate ;  and  that  it  is,  Itkewiie,  felf-evident,  that  a  peace 
^^  muft  deferve  our  approbation,  to  which  the  word  bUffmg 
^^  can,  with  any  propriety,  bfe  annexed.''  I  wi(h-  the  ho- 
aoarabk  gentleman  had  annexed  the  word  UeJJkgs  to  this 
peace  with  the  leaft  propriety.  But  be  will  pardon  me  in 
Ayiogthathe  mifrepreientt  the  words  and  meaning  of  this 
.-feoond  refiolution.    The  word  bkffmgs  is  conneAed  with  the 

General  idea  and  meaning  of  a  peace.    My  noble  friend 
Lofd' J(dm  Cavendiih)  could  never  have  fo  much  nriftaken 
.this  peace,  as  to  have  annexed  blcfsiitgs  as  its  coniequencc. 
Let  the  honourable  gentleman  attend  to  the  words  of  the 
refblution^  and  he  will  find  his  pofition  has  been  very  un^. 
fairly  ftated  and  erroneouily  conceived.    He  will  find  the 
•words  are,  ^<  the  bkffiogs  of  peace,"  and  not  of  tUs  peace. 
But  in  regard  to  the  real  intention  of  thus  pledging  ourfelvea 
.to  cultivate  the  bleffings  of  peace,  it  is  only  a  n^^ceflary  af- 
iurance  of  ourwi(hes  and  endeavours  to  render  it  reciprocal- 
.  ly  advantageous,-  bj  which  means  its  permanency  can  only 
be  preferved.    It  is  a  pledge  that  we  mean  to  enter  upon  the 
telmderatioo  of  oor  commercial  fyftem,  in  order  to  make 
.  fttcb  regttlatioin  as  the  alteration  of  our  empire,  and  the  ere* 
ation  of  the  States,  may  require :  for  it  is  only  by  fuch  a 
refolutioQ  that  we  can  palliate  the  negleft  of  adminiflration^ 
«  n  having  miflb  this  peace,  without  having  to  produce  the 
.  eaft  fign,  intention^  or  appearance,  of  a  commercial  plan 
adapted  to  the  altered  interefts  of  the  emfrirc.     It  is  thus  that 
-we  can  only  aflfure  France,  Spain,  and  America^  of  our  fin* 
jcerity  to  keep  inviolate  the  public  faith,  which  is  pledged  in 
the  Preliminaries  and  Provinonal  Treaty.     And  here  lean* 
not  avoid  obfcrving  the  attempt  to  impofe  this  peace  upon 
our  credulity  and  judgment,  as  being  negotiated  on  the  pnn* 
ciple  of  the  uti  ujfidetis.    Had  this  really  been  the  principle 
pf  its  negotiation,  France  would  neither  have  been  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Newfoundland  fifhery,  nor  would  Ihe  have  had 
%  fpot  oi  £aft  Indian  territpry,    $^^  indc^  the  abtiirdity 
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of  foch  a  pretence  is  evident,  from  tbe  fitnation  of  the  conn* 
try  being  reprefentcd  as  being  totally  different  from  what  is 
the  foandation  of  the  uti  pofidetis.  And  here  I  muft  ftatt 
the  two  principles  which  direft  every  negotiation.  The  one 
is  the  uti  poffidetis'^thc  other,  reciprocal  and  general  refti- 
tutlioa.  Reciprocal  and  general  reftitntion  direAs  and  go- 
verns a  negotiation  for  peace,  when  the  belligerent  powers 
have  equal  deiire  and  reafon  for  concluding  the  war.  It  is 
Aen  they  find  it  their  intereft  to  reinftate  each  other  recipro^ 
cally  in  the  poifcffions  they  have  loft.  The  uti pojjsdetisn  the 
principle  of  negotiation  when  either  of  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers are  the  conquerors.  -  It  is  then  the  vaaquifhed  are  obliged 
to  fubffiit  tp  the  lofs  of  their  poilefiions.  As  they  have  not 
power,  they  aflume  not  the  pretence  of  demanding  reftitutiom 
They  are^^  therefore,  content  to  purcbafe  peace  with  the  loft 
of  what  their  enemy  has  taken,  becaufe  they  know  their  im- 
becility to  fopport  war.  But  in  the  prefent  nemtiation  we 
have  all  the  di(honour  of  the  uti  poj/tdetis  were  it  againft  us^ 
and  all  the  difadvantage  of  partial,  not  reciprocal  reftitn- 
tion. To  confider  the  peace  in  a  relative  point  of  view,  we 
fl)all  find  that  France  retains  what  (he  has  taken  fron)  us,  anfl 
receives  a  general  reftitution  of  all  we  have  taken  from  her* 
Never  was  a  peace  fo  negligently,  difgracefuUy,  and  inju* 
rionfly  concluded  for  this  nation.  Surely  nothing  can  ac- 
count for  it  (b  clearly  as  a  retrofpefi  on  the  Minifter's  con- 
duft  and  conlcquence  with  whom  our  enemies  were  to  nego^ 
ciate.  It  is  evident  our  enemies  were  feniible  of  his  not 
having  that  fupport  and  confidence  which  was  neceflary  to 
invigorate  the  ann  of  war  againft  them.  They  were  fenfible, 
that  he  was  <;onicioQs  of  his  own  tottering  power,  and,  there** 
fore,  they  with  their  ufnal  fagacity  and  penetration,  per- 
ceived it  Was  the  happy  moment  for  fheir  demands  and  our 
concefEons.  It  is  thus  that  we  learn  the  forei^  charader 
and  efttmation  of  the  Minifter.  The  Preliminaries  and  Pro- 
vifional  Treaty  is  a  foreign  lefibn  to  teach  us  domeftic  cau- 
tion and  information. 

It  has  been  urged  as  a  mark  of  our  weaknefs,  that  the  ge- 
neral fyftem  of  the  war  has  been  more  of  a  defenfive  than  o£. 
feofive  nature.'  Happy  am  I  to  find  we  have  not  waged  a 
general  ofienfive  war,  according  to  the  fyftem  on  which  the 
war  was  condufted.  Ibe  view  of  the  jpeace  before  meis 
fufficient  reafon  for  my  approving  the  policy  and  neceffity  of 
oar  war  being  generally  defeniive :  for  had  we  waged  often* 
five  war  with  fuccefs  againft  forts^'garrifons,  and  iflands,  we 
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iboaiU  oiii]r  hare  had  the  more  to  hare  retarned  at  the  iM{go* 
tiatiaa  for  peace*  •  Could  we  have  cwfioed  our  operatioos 
j^ainA  ihips  iiiftead  of  forts,  garrilbas»  diftriAs,  and  iflauds^ 
.thca  we  ULpeld  have  retained  whaiever  weinkht  have  had 
the  ..good  Ifortune  to  have  takes.  Thefe  wouTd  have  been 
real  and  permaneDt  acqaifitions.  They  would  not  have  lain 
within  the  Minifler^s  power  of  reftoring.  Since  I  ice  iiich 
a  general  ceffion  and  reftoration  of  what  had  coft  the  coun* 
try  fa  xnoch  blood  and  treafure  to  retain  and  pofiefe,  I  can- 
not but  lament  the  ofFenfive  war  we  have  waged.  Had  we 
taken  lefs,  lefs  had  there  been  to  have  reftored  So  that  at 
leaft  we  Ihould  have  faved  much  difgrace  in  proportion  as 
4he  articles  would  have  contained  a  lefs  appcar«nce  of  ceffion 
and  reftoratioo.  Who  that  views  the  Pixliaitnaries  and  Pro- 
vilional  Treaty  will  not  hlulh  for  the  ignominy  of  the  na- 
tional character  it  will  hand  down  to  poflerity  }  Who  coald 
iuve  fuppofed^  that  fuch  a  treaiy>would  have  been  concluded 
in  1783,  as  the  .confequence  of  our  fuccefles  in  the  year 
1782? 

.  And  now  I  would  beg  leave  to  fay  a  few  words  in  anfwer 
<to  what  has>  fallen  from  an  honouraUe  Baronet^  [^Sir  Edward 
Aftley]  refpedtic^  two  penfions  that  were  granted  by  the  late 
JTirft  Lord  of  the  Treafpry  :  I  mean  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham. Happy  am  I:that  fuch  an  opportunity  is  given  roe 
of  vindicating  his  memory  from  any  afperfion  which  might 
otherwife  adhere. tahis  reputation*  The  honourable  Baro- 
-aet  has  been  plcafed  to.  faty,  that  .we  had  not  enquired  into 
.thofe  ibamefttl  and  extravagant  unmerited  penfioos  which 
were  granted  by  the  adxnioiftration  we  fiicceeded,  becaufe  we 
had  committed  the  iame -lavifhment  of  the  public  money 
ourfelves.  As  far  as  tlK:  pepfions  to  which  he  alludes  relate 
■to  my  conduft,  I  have  only  to  anfwer,  they  were  granted 
without  my  approbation;  for  I  am  free  to  confcfs,  that  I  did 
.not  altogether  approve  of  the  neceffity  or  the  principle  of 
;  thefe  peniiotts  :  but  although  they  might  not  have  entirely 
my  confenty  yet  the  accufation  comes  rather  improperly^  as 
a  reflection  ag^nft  our  coodnft.  The  penfions  were  not 
j[raAted  to  thole  who  merited  our  regard  from  either  attach- 
ment, principle,  or  fervice  in  our  iotereft.  We  granted  them 
to  the  friends  and  adherents  of  thofe  who  were  known  to 
profefs  fentiments  totally  Jiftin£t.from  what  we  had  adopted, 
.fiut  humanityand  liberality  were  the  charaAeriftical  features 
of  the  Marqui&^s  difpoiition.     He  was  of  a  temper  twodifio- 

terefted  to  reward  his  own  adfaetents  with  fuch  pccupi^fy 
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atzttSt\t$.  tt  was  fti#  principle,  to  retain  the  atbc&meot  of 
mi  MtndSf  not  by  mercenary  t^nefits,  but  by  bis  conduA 
^ooittiandiQg^'tteir  aftifeftiop  •  and  merit  and  neceility^  evea 
in  Ihti^  i^ho  were  inimital  to  faimfdf  and  conoeftions,  hacf 
always  a  daim  tb  his  alRftance.  It  was  by  this  irrefHKble 
Coodtid  that  hecoticiliaiteci^  hta  enemies  and  retained  bis. 
friends.  It  was  not  his  objeA  in  pofPttRng  power,  to  enrich 
tbercnxary  dependents  at  the  expence  of  the  public.  H^ 
took,  power,  not  fdr  plundering^  but  preferving  and  promo*^ 
ting  the  properties  and  privileges  of  the  people.  So  that  th^ 
honourabll^  Baronet  ha^  with  great  impropriety  adverted  to 
thefe'penfidns,  a$  an  inftance  of  corruption  m  one  of' the 
mod  able  and  virtuous  minifters  that  ever  did  or  ever  wilt 
dtreft  a  ftate. 

It  btis  been  Mentioned  as  an  argument  againft  the  preftnc 
refoltktion,  that  the  decidbn  to  which  we  came  laft  Ttiefday 
Aioming^  has  been  the  caufb  of  the  Ambafiadors  now  in  towa 
delaying  the  conclulion  of  the  treaty.  It  is  faid,  that  thejr 
have  expreiTed  a  fhynefs  to  conclude  what  remains  to  pcrfeft 
the  negotiation,  alledgtng,  that  they  perceWe  from  the  de- 
vermination  of  the  Houfe,  their  difindination  to  fulfil  the  ar- 
ticles ;  and  that  we  have  onty  entered  upon  this  n^otiation, 
as  merely  a  cefTation  of  hoftilities.  But,  inftead  ofthns  ua« 
candidly  itating  fuch  a  polition^  would  it  not  have  been  more 
confident  with  the  .truth,  to  have  attributed  this  conduft  to 
their  diffidence  in  the  adminiftration,  pofleffing  long  enou^ 
the  power  of  compleating  the  negotiation.  Is  it  npt  more 
wife  add  prudent  in  them,  to  fufpend  their  commiffions  for 
treaiy  until  they  fee  an  adminiftration.  fo  firmly  eflablifhed|i 
as  may  give  a  due  and  proper  validity  to  the  negotiation  i  It 
would  be  very  haftv  and  premature  condu£t  in  them,  to  ex* 
prefi  ahy  eagerneis  at  this  moment  of  vicilfitude,  to  fihifli 
the  ratification. 

An  honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Powy«]  took  occafion  ia 
a  forkner  debate  to  cenfure  a  coalition  of  parties.  How  far 
thitcenfure  was  proper,  the  neceffities  of  a  coalition  of  everiT 
party  that  would  join  to  deftroy  that  party  which  has  been  lO 
oefti-uftive  tb  the  country  will  difcover.  But  were  there  not 
tkh  neceffity  for  coalition;  I  cannot  fee  the  propriety  of  ccn- 
fUfiog'our  accepting  of  the  fupport,  and  according  with  the 
feri^cqtp^of  the  noble  Lord,  [Lord  North.]  It  is  true^ 
there  wjka  period  in  which  I  have  treated  thecondoft  of  his 
Lordftip^with  that.^  difapprobatioti  wliich  I  fhould  again  ufe 
on  the .  (iitie  occ&libh  :  b'ut^  the  c'aufe  of  this  difapprobdtioa 
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18  now:  removed.  The  Americans  are  now  independcDt. 
We  have  no  longer  ,a  pretence  nor  inclination  for  continuing 
the  war  which  I  felt  the  neceffity  of  reprobating.  The  caufe 
of  difunion  no  longer  fubfifts ;  and  the  iituation  of  our  coun« 
try  calls  loudly  for  the  ftroogeft  coalition,  which  may  rein- 
ftate  the  people  in  their  ri^ts,  privileges^  and  pofleiSons. 
We  have  a  Minifter,  who  is  in  his  nature^  habitudes,  and 

Frinciples,  an  enemy  to  the  privilege  of  the  people.    And  as 
,  am  convinced,  that  no  fyftem  can  exift  which  is  not  fap* 
ported  by  a  fair,  confiftent,  and  eftablilhed  unanimity,  I  am 
happy  to  join  with  any  party  which  I  think  has  the  abilities 
and  intentions  of  promoting  the  general  welfare  by  a  p<^ma- 
nent  union.  This  adminiftration  has  been  deftroyed  through 
want  of  confidence.    It  is,  therefore,  the  greateft  abfurdity 
to  think  of  preferving  theflation  of  a  roan  who  is  unfupport- 
ed  by  every  friend  and  advocate  for  the  conilltution.    I  be- 
lieve there  is  fcarcely  an  individual  in  this  Houfe  would  give 
his  unbiafled  and  uncontrouled  fupport  to  the  prefent  rn* 
mier.    Is  there  any  one  who  could  think  of  fupporting  a  roaa 
who  has  in  evc^ry  poilible  manner  trifled  away  the  general, 
abfolute,  and  relative  interefts  of  the  country  }  Has  he  not, 
as  we  have  too  evidently  feen,  made  concefSons  in  every 
part  of  the  globe  without  the  lead  pretence  of  e^uivaleot  ? 
Then  let  not  this  coalition  be  confiJered  as  being  influenced 
by  the  res  augufta  dmt*    This  idea  can  never  govern  men 
of  ioregrity.     Nor  let  it  be  faid,  that  fuch  a  combinatioa 
againft  a  Minifter  is  unconftitutional.     For  while  it  is  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  King  by  his  prerogative  poiTcfles  the 
right  of  minifterial  appointment,  yet  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  people  can  by  their  privilege  annul  that  appoint- 
ment.    It  is  only  thus,  that  we  can  derive  the  means  of  re- 
iloring  the  abufed  confidence  of  the  people.    It  is  pnly  coa- 
lition that  can  repair  the  fhattered  lyftem  of  admibiuratioa 
to  its  proper  tone  of  vieorous  exertion*    By  this  means  we 
fliall  regain  the  loft  confidence  of  the  people  :  and  it  is  only 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  that  gives  effeA  to  the  fpringi 
of  government.     I  flatter  myfelf  there  is  now  a  profpeft  of 
reviving  and  eftablifhin^  the  fyfiem  of  which  I  have  lo  long 
been  proud  of  confidenpg  myfelf,  and  being  confidered,  a 
member.    There  is  now,  I  truft,  a  certainty  of  the  prefent 
nugatory  and  fhattered  fyftem  being  repaired,  and  render^ 
fumciently  ftrong  to  bear  the  intereils  of  the  people.    N°.^ 
tl^e  fenfe  of  the  nation  is  awake  to  conviftion..    They  wilt 
no  longer  lend  their  alTent  to  the  defbu^ion  of  their  own 
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welfare.  The  obooxious  part  of  adminiftratioo  muft  recede 
from  the  couoteoance  of  his  Sovereigiu  He  has  neither  the 
&n£tuMi  of  people  or  Parliament,  or^  indeed,  his  wonted 
colleagues.  So.  that  from  thefe  confiderations,  I  have  the 
greHlra  aflvrances  of  feeing  the  interefts  of  the  nation  once 
more  placed  on  the  bails  of  that  fyftem  which  can  only  fave 
it  from  deftrudion. 

It  is  00I7  from  the  coalition  of  parties,  for  the  honeft  pnr<* 
pofcc  of  oj^fing  meafnres  fo  dcftruftive  to  the  intereils  of  the 
coontry»  that  the  fplrit  of  conftitntional  power  can  ever  be 
reftored  to  its  former  vigour  and  integrity  of  exertion.  It 
becomes  men  to  forget  private  refentroents,  when  the  caufe 
of  the  nation  calls  {q  immediately  for  public  unanimity. 
Befides,  is  it  not  an  indication  of  our  principles  having  been 
dircAed  for  this  one  end,  the  general  ^ood,  although  we  have 
purfued  different  means  for  it^  acquifition  }  And  as  the  caufe 
of  our  country  may  haye  occafioned  that  perfonal  afperity^ 
which  feemed  to  have  occafioned  a  mutual  enmity,  that  im« 

Elicd  an  impoiEbility  of  its  ever  being  dcftroyed ;  fo  it  may 
e  perceivea  that  the  caufe  of  our  country  can  with  the  ereat* 
eft  facility  turn  that  enmity  into  confidence  and  frienoifhip. 
From  this  view  of  the  fubjed,  it  may  very  well  appear  what  ^ 

the  fituation  of  our  country  muft  be,  which  is  fufficient  to 
vnite  men  of  fuch  different  defcriptions  as  myfelf  and  the 
ooble  Lord.  By  this  I  mean  not  the.Ieaft  reiiedion  on  the 
principles  of  his  Lordfh.ip,  but  rather  the  fentiments  that  fo 
long  occafioned  that  war,  which  his  Lordfhip  muft  own  has 
ended  io  unhappily.  But  this  is  paft,  and  I  truft  the  caufe, 
|ninciple,  and  confequence  of  our  coalefcence  will  be  feei| 
in  the  ialvation  of  our  country* 

Mr.  ChameUvr  Pitt  faid,  that  revering  the  great  abilities  of  Mr.  Cbirn^ 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  be  lamented  in  ^^^^  ^^^* 
common  with  theHoufe,when  thofe  abilities  were  mifemploy- 
ed  to  inflame  the  imagination,  and  miflead  the  judgments 
He  was  told,  that  he  did  not  envy  him  the  triumph  of  his 
fituatiop  on  that  day  :  a  Cort  of  language  which  became  the 
candour  of  that  honourable  gentlemaq  as  ill  as  his  prefcnt 
principles.  The  triumphs  of  party,  with  which  the  gentle* 
man  teemed  fo  highly  elate,  fhould  never  feduce  him  to  any 
inconfiftencv  which  the  bufieft  fufpicion  fhould  prefnme  to 
glance  at.  He  would  never  engage  in  political  enmities  with- 
out a  public  caufe  :  he  would  never  forego  fuch  enmities 
without  the  public  approbation ;  nor  would  he  be  queftioned 
and  caft  off  in  the  face  of  that  Houfe,  by  one  virtuous  and 
Vot.  IX,  Yy  diffatisficd 


rfiifathficd  friend.  Thefe,  the  Tobcr  and  durable  triumphs  of 
reafon,  over  the  Weak  and  proftigate  tnconiiftencies  of  party 
tioleiicc ;  thefe,*  the  iteady  trttiH>'phs  of  virtue  onrer  fuccefs 
ftfclf,  (hotild  n^  only  be  his,  in  his  prefent  fituatioDy  but 
Ibrongh  every  fottirc  condition  of  his  life  5  triunrtphs  which 
llo  length  of  trme  fhoutddrminifh  ;  which  no  change  of  pnn-» 
tiplcs  mould  ever  fully. 

The  fatal  confcqucnce  tf  Toefday'f  vote,  trbich  he  then 
tfepr^ated  <hd  foretold^  was  already  manifeft  in  this  Houffy 
and  it  had- been  thought  tm  all  fide^  requiikey  to  give  a  new 
iRabrKty  to  the  peace,  which  that  vote  had  already  fhakcn, 
Sut  the  proof  which  the  prefent  motion  was  about  to  efta-* 
blifh,  that  we  arc  determined  to  abide  by  this  peace,  was  a 
declaration,  that  we  had  examined  the  tern^,  and  had  found 
them  inadequate.  Still  lefs  conftftent  was  this  extraortfitiary 
jnotioiv  With  the  language  of  Tuefday.  It  was  their  urged, 
that  nofuflfeiertt  time  had  been  allowed  then^  to  determine  oa 
The  articles  before  them  ;  and  iti  the  fkort  fpace  of  two  days 
they  were  -ready  to  pafs  a  vote  of  cenfure  on  what  they  dc- 
rlarcd  they  had  not  had  teifure  to  dtfcufs.  This  was  the  firft 
inonHrons  produftiot>  of  that  flrange  affiance,  which  threa- 
tened once  more  to  plunge  tbia  devoted  country  into  all  the 
liorrorsof  aftOthcf  war. 

It  was  not  an  exceptions  foiifny  fingle  article,  if  wen-foun* 
•  tied  exceptions  (hould  really  exifty  that  ought  to  determine 
the  merits  of  this  treaty^  Private  interefts  had  their  rcfpec- 
five  advocates,  and  fubjcAs  might  be  eaiily  found  for  partial 
complaints :  bdt  private  intereffs  muft  bend  to  the  public 
fefety^-what  thefe  complafints  mfay  prove,  was  indeeid  yet 
unknown ;  for  Whilfl!  the  bonotiraUe  gentleman  alone  was 
defcribing,  with  fo  much  confidence,  the  diftreiFcs  and  diiTs' 
tisfaAions  of  trade,  Ihc  herfejf  was  approaching  the  Throne, 
with  the  efFufions  of  gratitude  and  afledion.  The  honou- 
rable gentleman  had  fairly  fteted  the  terms  by  which  the  me- 
rits of  this  peace  were  ta  be  decided  —  the  relative  ftrcngth 
and  Tcfourccs  of  the  refpeflive  powers  at  war.— Ht  would 
immediately  meet  him  on  this  imie. 

He  then  went  into  a  moH  elaborate  detail  of  the  ibte  of 
our  navy,  denying  that  the  aathttity  of  the  tate  Firft  tord 
of  the  Admiralty,  great  as-  it  was,  and  as  it  confefledly 
ought  to  be,  Was  that  which  he  would  fubmit  to  as  the  crite* 
rion  of  the  caufe  in  iffue.  He  faid,  that  high  atithorinr  had 
a£^ed  in  a  manner  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  know.  When 
called  upon  to  ftatc  the  French.navy,  with  a  view  to  ncgo- 
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tiation  for  peace,  it  had  fo  happened,  ihat  he  bad  ge'nerallfr 
magnified  their  Dumber  of  (hips  and  their  ftrength;  whea 
Jefired  to  give  the  ftate  of  their  marine,  ia  order  to  euide 
iltid  dire£k  others  10  their  plans  of  war,  he  had  then  coauder!* 
cd  their  navy  in  another  Iighr«  and  «ed4»ced  their  npmber 
coofiderably^  After  thii  Mr,  Fitt  viv:nt  into  a  de&riptioo  of 
the  difpoiitioo  of  the  marine  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  :  ho 
faid,  they  had  $xty  fail  of  the  liae  i^i  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  and 
(everal  at  Breft,  and  from  their  known  intentions,  previoof 
to  the  peace,  it  was  not  to  be  doubled,  that  they  would  prov# 
faperior  in  aaaritime  ftrength  to  us  in  the  Weft-Indies,  fupe» 
rior  in  the  £aft-Indies,  and,  allowing  for  the  ihips  the  Dutck 
could  fend  out,  fuperior  to  gs  at  home. 

What  were  the  feeling  of  every  one  who  beard  him  ? 
{what  were  his  own  feelings  it  was  impoffible  to  defcribe) 
when  that  great  man.  Lord  Howe,  fet  fail  wfth  our  only 
fleet ;  inferior  to  the  enemy,  and  uodei*  a  probability  of  am 
engaffemeot  00  their  own  <:oafts }  His  af>prehefifions  on  that 
occafioDy  however  great,  were  mixed  with  hope ;  he  knew 
the  fuperiority  of  Sritifh  Ikilt  and  courage  might  outweigh 
die  inequality  of  numbers^  But»  in  another  quarter,  and  at 
the  fanae  inftaht  of  time,  his  apprehenfions  were  unmixed 
with  a  ray  of  comfort.  The  Baltic  fleet,  aimoft  as  valuable 
SIS  Gibraltar  itfelf,  for  it  contained  all  the  materials  for  future 
war,  was  on  its  way  to  England ;  and  twelve  fail  of  the  line 
)iad  been  ient  out  from  the  ports  of  Holland  to  intercept 
them.  Gibraltar  was  relieved  by  a  (kill  ?nd  courage  that 
baffled  fuperior  numbers ;  and  the  Baltic  &et  was  miracu- 
louily  preferved*  One  power,  indeed,  the  honourable  gen<^ 
tleosan  has  omitted  in  bis  detail  <  —  but  the  Putch  had  not 
been  difarioed  by  the  humiliating  language  of  that  gentleman's 
0iiiiiftry«  They  were  warmed  into  more  ad:ive  exertions, 
tnd  i^ere  juft  b^imiing  to  feel  their  own  ftrength^  They 
wcfc  not  only  about  to  defend  themfelves  with  effofi^,  but  to 
lend  tea  fail  of  the  liQe  to  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain* 

Should  the  Minifters  have  pcrfevered  from  day  to  day,  to 
throw  the  defperate  die,  whole  fucceffes  had  won  us  only  a 
barren,  Aough  glocious  fafety,  and  whofe  failure  in  a  iingle 
caft  would  &k  us  into  hopolefs  ruin  ?  However  fondly  the 
ideas  of  oatioaal  expedation  had  diffufed  themfelves  amongft 
the  people,  the  Minifters  could  entertain  no  rational  hopes. 
Thofe  columns  of  our  ftrength,  which  many  honourable 
gefitlemed  bad  railed  with  fo  much  fancy,  and  decorated  with 
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fo  much  invention,  the  Minifters^  had  furveye3  widi  the  eye 
•f  fober  reafbn. 

He  would  next,  with  fubroii&on  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  preiides  in  that  department,  ftate,  in  a  few 
words,  the  fituation  of  the  army.  It  was  notorions  to  every 
gentleman,  that'  new  levies  could  icarcely  be  torn,  on  any 
terms,  from  this  depopulated  country.  .  It  was  known  to  pro- 
feffional  men,  how  great  was  the  difference  betwaen  the  no* 
minal  and  ef^ftive  uate  of  that  fervice ;  and,  aftonifhing  as 
it  may  appear,  after  a  careful  enauiry,  three  thoufand  men 
were  the  utmoft  force  that  could  have  been  fafely  fcnt  from 
this  country  on  any  cfienfive  duty.  But  he  was  told,  the 
troops  from  New -York  would  have  fupplied  us  with  a  force 
equal  to  the  demands  of  every  intended  expedition.  The 
foreign  troops  in  that  ^arrifon  we  had  no  power  to  embark  on 
any  other  than  American  fervice:  and,  in  contradiAion  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  no  tranfports  had 
been  prepai;ed,  or  could  have  been  aflembled,  as  he  bad  heard, 
for  their  immediate  embarkation.  Where  (hould  they  have 
direAed  their  courfe  when  diey  were  at  length  embarked, 
but  into  the  hazard  of  an  enemy's  fleet,  which  would  have 
cruized  with  undifputed  fuperiority  in  every  part  of  the  wef- 
tern  world. 

No  preiTure  of  public  accufation,  nor  heat  of  innocence 
in  its  own  defence,  fhould  ever  tempt  him  to  difclofe  a  iingle 
circumftaocc,  which  might  tend  to  humiliate  his  country. 
What  he  was  about  to  fay,  would  betray  no  iecret  of  A^tc ; 
it  was  known,  for  it  was  felt  throughout  the  nation.  There 
remained  at  that  inftant,  excloiive  of  the  annual  (ervices, 
ao  unfunded  debt  of  thirty  millions.  Taxes,  the  moft  flat- 
tering, had  again  and  again  been  tried,  and,  inftead  of  reve- 
nue from  themfelves,  had  frequently  produced  a  fktlure  in 
others,  with  which  they  had  been  found  to  fympathize.  Bot 
here  he  was  told  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  other  nations 
would  have  felt  an  equal  diflrefs ;  good  God  !  to  what  a  con- 
fequcnce  did  the  honourable  gentleman  lead  them  !  —  ShoaW 
he  have  dared  to  advife  a  continuance  of  war,  which  endan- 
gered the  bankruptcy  of  public  faith ;  a  bankruptcy  which 
would  have  almoft  diflblved  the  bonds  of  government,  and 
have  involved  the  State  in  the  confufion  of  a  general  ruin } 
Should  he  have  ventured  to  do  this,  becaufe  one  of  the  ad- 
verfe  powers  might  have  experienced  an  equal  diflrefs  ? 

The  honourable  gentleman  had  amufcd  the  Houfewitn 
various  ilatements  oiv  the  different  principles  of  uti  f»(f^^^ 
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and  reftitution.  The  principle  of  thole  ftatemcnts  was  not 
fodndcd.  Did  his  great  naval  friend  acquaint  htm  with  the 
Ttfpedive  values  of  Dominique  and  St.  Lucia  ?  — that  Lord^ 
who  In  his  Majefty*s  councils  had  advifed,  and  perhaps  wife* 
ly,  a  preference  of  the  former.  The  value  of  Dominique 
mras  better  known  to  our  enemies ;  and  the  immenft  fums 
caiployed  by  them  in  fortifying  that  iiland^  proved  as  well 
its  prefent  value  a«  their  dciire  to  retain  it.  That  honour- 
able gentleman  has,  on  all  occafions,  fpoke  with  approbation 
of  the  laft  peace:  was  St.  Lucia  left  in  our  hands  by  that 
peace,  the  terms  of  which  we  ourfelves  prclcribcd  ?  or  wag 
St.  Lucia  really  fo  impregnable  as  to  endanger  all  our  poT* 
felfions  at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  war. 

It  would  be  needlefs  for  him  to  i^mind  the  honourable 
gentleman  of  any  declarations  he  had  made  in  a  preceding 
feflion;  profeilioos  fo  antiquated  and  obfolete  would  have  . 
but  little  weight  in  this  Houfe  :  but  he  would  venture  to  re- 
quire confiftency  for  a  iingle  week,  and  fhould  remind  him 
of  his  declaration  in  Monday's  debate,  ^*  that  even  this  peace 
was  preferable  to  a  continuance  of  the  war.*'  Would  hd 
then  criminate  his  Majefty's  Minifter's  by  the  prefent  mo- 
lion,  for  preferring  what  he  would  have  preferred  ?  or  how 
would  be  prove,  that  if  better  terms  could  have  been  ob- 
tained, it  was  lefs  their  intereft  than  their  duty  t6  have  ob« 
tained  them. 

Was  this  peace  concluded  with  the  fame  indecent  levity,  • 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  would  proceed  to  its  condem- 
nation ?  Many  dayt  and  nights  were  laborioufly  employed 
by  his  Majefty*s  Minifters  in  fuch  extenfive  negotiations; 
confoltations  were  held  with  petfons  the  beft  informed  on  ihe 
rcfpeflive  fubjedls  ;  many  doubts  were  well  weighed  and  re- 
moved ;  and  weeks  and  months  of  folemn  difcuffion  cave 
Birth  to  that  peace,  which  they  were  required  to  deftroy 
withoot  examination :  that  peace,  the  poiitive  ultimatum 
from  France,  and  to  which  he  Iblemnly  alTored  the  public, 
there  was  no  other  alternative  but  a  continuance  of  war. 

Could  the  Miniflcrs,  thus  furrounded  wi(h  fcenes  of  ruin, 
aflcft  to  didate  the  terms  of  peace  i  And  were  thefc  articles 
ferioufly  compared  with  the  peace  of  Paris  ?  There  was,  irt- 
deed,  a  time  when  Great  Britain  might  have  met  her  ene- 
m^ies  on  other  conditions ;  and  if  an  imagination,  warmed 
with  the  power  and  glory  of  this  country,  could  have  divert- 
ed any  member  of  his  Majcfty's  councils  from  a  painful  in- 
fpcAion  of  the  truth,  he  might,  he  hoped,  without  prelump-  ^ 

tiofi. 
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tion,  have  been  entitled  to  that;  indolgencc.  He  felt,  at  that 
inftant,  how  much  he  had  been  animated  in  bis  childhood 
by  a  recital  of  EngUnd*$  vi&ories.  He  was  taught  by  one, 
whofe  aiemory  he  (hould  ever  revere,  that  at  the  cloCe  of  a 
war,  far  different  indeed  from  this,  ihe  had  dilated  the  terms 
of  peace  to  fubmlilivc  nations.  This,  in  which  be  placed 
Something  more  than  a  common  intereft,  was  the  memorable 
era  of  England's  glory*  But  that  icra  was  pad  ;  (he  was 
under  the  awful  and  mortifying  neccflity  of  employioga 
language  that  correfponded  with  her  new  condition*  The 
viiions  of  her  power  and  pre-eminence  were  paiTed  away, 
.  They  had  acknowledged  American  independence  •'-*  That 
was  a  needlefs  form ;  the  incapacity  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
cbndu&ed  our  affairs ;  the  events  of  war,  and  even  a  vote  of 
this  Houfe,  had  already  granted  what  it  was  impoffible  to 
withhold. 

They  had  ceded  Florida  —  They  had  obtained  Provideoa 
gad  the  ^dhzm^  iflands. 

They  had  ceded  an  extent  of  filhery  on  the  coaft  of  Netr* 
jfoundland  —  They  had  cftabFiihed  an  excluiivc  right  to  ihfi 
inoft  valuable  banks* 

They  had  rcftored  St.  Lucia,  and  given  up  Tobaeo-*** 
They  had  regained  Grenada,  Dominica,  St,  Kitt's,  Nevis, 
and  Montferrat,  and  refcued  Jamaica  from  her  impending 
danger.  In  Africa  they  had  ceded  Goree,  the  grave  of  our 
^untrynien;  and  we  poifefs  fiencgambia,  tbe  beft  and  moft 
healthy  fettlement* 

In  Europe  they  had  rclinquifhcd  Minorca,  kept  up  at  an  im« 
fpenfe  and  ufelels  expcnce  in  peace,  and  never  tenable  in  war. 

They  likewife  permitted  his  moft  Chriftian  Majcfty  to  re- 
pair his  harbour  of  Dunkirk -*>  The  humiliating  claufe  for 
jts  dcftrudion  was  inferted  after  other  wars  than  the  pafit 
but  the  immenfe  expence  attending  its  repair  would  render 
this  indulgence  ufelefs  ;  add  to  this,  that  Dunkirk  was  firft 
ftn  object  of  our  jealoufy,  when  ibips  were  conftruded  far 
inferior  to  their  prcfcnt  draught.  That  harbour,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  admitted  fliips  of  a  iingle  deck ; 
no  art  or  expence  would  enable  it  to  receive  a  fleet  of  tbe 
line. 

In  the  Eail  Indies,  where  alone  we  had  a  power  to  obtain 
\h\i  peace,  they  had  rcftored  what  was  ufelefs  to  ourfclv^> 
and  (carcely  tenable  in  a  continuance  of  thq  war-— 

But  they  had  abandoned  the  unhappy  Loyalifts  to  th^f 

implacable  enemies— -  Little  were  thole  unhappy  men  be* 

friend^ 
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fneadcd  by  fach  a  languaee  in  this  Houfe  ;  nor  fhould  they 
give  much  alSflance  to  their  caufe,  or  add  ftabilrty  to  the  re-« 
dprocal  confidence  of  the  two  ftates^  if  they  already  imputed 
to  Congrefs  a  violence  and  injuftice^  vrhich  decency  forbid* 
tis  to  fuTpeft*  Would  a  continuation  of  the  war  have  been 
juftified,  on  the  fingle  principle  of  afliftmg  thefe  onfortunate 
men  ?  Or  would  a  continuance  of  the  war^  if  fo  }ii(lified^ 
have  procured  them  a  more  certain  indemnity  i  Their  hopes 
maft  have  been  rendered  defperate  indeed,  by  any  additional 
diftrelTes  of  Britain  ;  thofe  hopes  which  are  now  revived  bj 
the  timely  aid  of  peace  and  reconciliation* 

Thefe  were  the  ruinous  conditions  to  which  this  coufitfy^ 
engaged  with  four  powerful  ftatcs,  and  exhaufted  In  all  its 
relburcesj  thought  fit  to  fubfcribe,  for  the  diflblution  of  that 
alliance,  and  the  immediate  enjoyment  of  peaces  Let  us 
examine,  fays  he,  what  is  left  with  a  manly  and  determined 
courage.  Let  us  ftrengthen  ourfelves  agaiim  inveterate  ene« 
mies,  and  reconciliate  dur  ancient  friends*  The  misfortunes 
of  individtials  and  of  kingdoms,  that  are  laid  open  and  ex* 
amined  with  true  wifdom,  are  more  than  half  redreiTed  -« 
and  to  this  great  obje£t  fhould  be  dire£ted  all  the  virtue  and 
abiGties  of  iJbis  Houfe.  Let  us  feel  bur 'calamities  j  Ictus 
bear  them  too  like  men. 

But  he  feared  he  had  too  long  engaged  their  attention  to 
no  real  purpofe ;  and  that  the  public  Cafety  was  that  dajr 
rifqued,  without  a  biufh,  by  the  malice  and  difappointment 
of  faAion*  The  honourable  gentleman  had  declared,  in 
faft,  **  that,  becaufe  he  was  prevented  from  profecuting  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  to  the  fatisfafkiom  of  public 
juftice,  he  would  heartily  embrace  him  as  his  friend.*' 

So  readily  did  he  reconcile  extremes,  and  love  the  man  whom 
he  wifhed  to  perfecute  ;  with  the  fame  fpirit  he  fuppofed  he 
would  cheriOi  this  peace  too^  becaufe  he  abhorfed  it.  But  I 
will  not  hefitatc  to  furmifc,  fays  he,  from  the  obvious  com- 
plexion of  this  night^s  debate,  that  it  originates  rather  in  an 
inclination  to  force  the  Earl  ot  Shelburne  from  the  Trealury, 
than  in  any  real  convi£lion  that  Miniflers  deferve  ceniure  for 
the  concemons  they  h<tve  made  :  conceffions,  which  from  the 
fafts  I  have  enumerated,  and  the  rcafoning  I  have  ftated,  as 
ariiin|;  from  thefe  fafts,  are  the  obvious  refult  of  an  abfolute  ' 

necefnty,  and  imputable  not  fo  much  to  thofe  of  whom  the 
prefent  cabinet  was  compofed,  as  to  that  cabinet  of  which  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  was  a  member.  This  noble 
Earl,  like  every  other  pcrfon  eminent  for  ability,  and  afting 

in 
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]n  the  firft  department  of  a  great  flate^  it  undoqbtedly  an 
obje£l  of  envy  to  fome,  as  well  as  of  admiration  to  others. 
The  obloquy  to  which  his  capacity  and  fituation  have  raifed 
him  has  been  created  and  circulatea  with  equal  meinnefs  and 
addrefs :  but  his  merits  are  as  much  above  my  panegyric,  as 
the  artSy  to  which  he  owes  his  defamatioDj,  are  beneath  my 
attention.  When  ftript  of  his  power  and  emoluments  he 
once  more  defcends  to  life  wfthout  the  invidious  appendages 
of  place,  men  will  fee  him  through  a  different  medium,  and 
perceive  in  him  qualities  which  richly,  entitle  him  to  their 
«ftecm.  That  official  fbperiority  which  at  prefenC  irritates 
thc'iY  feelings,  and  that  capacity  of  conferring  good  offices 
on  thofe  he  prefers,  which  all  men  are  fond  of  po(Ie£Dg, 
will  not  then  be  any  obftacle  to  their  making  an  impartud 
efiimate  of  his  chara£^er.  But  notwithftanding  a  fiflcere  pre- 
dileAion  for  this  nobleman,  whom  I  am  bound  by  every  tie 
to  treat  with  fentiments  of  deference  and  regard,  I  am  far 
from  wifliing  Ivim  retained  i;)  power  agaiuft  the  public  ap* 
probation  ;  and  if  his  removal  can  be  innocently  efivded,  if 
he  can  be  compelled  to  rtfi^n  without  entailing  all  thofe 
•  mifchiefs  which  feem  to  be  mvolvod  in  the  refolution  now 
moved,  great  as  his  zeal  for  his  country  is,  powerful  as  his 
abilities  are,  and  earneft  and  ailiduous  as  his  endeavours  have 
beento  refcue  the  Britifh  empire  from  the  difficulties  that 
opprefs  jier,  I  am  perfuaded  he  will  retire,  firm  in  the  digni- 
ty of  his  own  mind,  confcious  of  his  having  contributed  to 
the  public  advantage,  and,  if  not  attended  by  thcTulfome 
plaudits  of  a  mob,  poifcfled  of  that  fubftantial  and  pennaoent 
iatisfadion  which  arifes  from  tne  habitual  aprobatioa  of  aa 
upright  mind.  I  know  him  well ;  and  difinifs  him  from  the 
conndence  of  his  Sovereign,  and  the  bulinefs  of  ftate,  when 
you  pleafe,  tp  this  tranlcendent  confolation  he  has  a  title, 
which  no  accident  can  invalidate  or  afTcft*  It  is  the  glorious 
regard  of  doing  well,  of  ading  an  honeft  and  honourable 
part.  By  the  difficulties  he  encountered  on  his  accepting  the 
reins  of  government,  by  the  reduced  fituation  in  which  he 
found  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  by  the  perpetual  turbu- 
lence  of  thofe  who  thought  his  elevation  efFe^ed  at  their  own 
cxpence,  he  has  certainly  earned  it  dearly  ;  and  with  fucb  z 
folid  underftanding,  and  fo  mucji  goodnefs  of  h^art  as  ftamp 
his  chara£ler,  he  is  in  no  danger  of  lofing  it.  Nothing  can 
be  a  ftronger  proof  that  his  enemies  are  eager  to  traduce, 
than  the  frivolous  grounds  on  which  they  zSefk  to  accufc 

him.     An  aftion  which  reflects  a  luftr^  on  hii  attcDiion  to 

the 
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the  dauns  of  merit,  haiyct4)een  improved  into  a  fault  in  hit 
conduC^.  A  ri^ht  honourable  gentlemani  who  has  exhauft* 
cd  his  ftrength  in  the  fefvice  of  die  i^ate,  and  to  whofe  years' 
and  infirmities  his  abfencc  from  Parliament  can  only  be  at- 
tributedy  owes  to  the  friendihip  and  interference  of  the  noble 
Earl  a  peniion,  which  however  adequate  to  alibis  neceflities 
and  convenience  in  the  evening  of  life,  is  no  extraordinary 
compenfation  for  tfa^  public  fpint  which  has  uniformly  mark- 
ed his  parliamentary  conduct.  Surely  the  abilities  and  vir- 
tues of  this  veteran  foldier  and  refpeaaUe  fenator,  deferved 
ibroe  aknowledgment  from  that  community  in  which  they 
have  been  fo  often  and  fo  manfully  exerted.  Surely  his  age 
entitled  him  to  a  little  repofe  in  the  tap  6f  that  public  to 
whofe  welfare  his  youth  had  been  dedicated.  Surely,  that 
principle  of  humanity  which  ftimulates  tbofe  in  power  to 
coinmiferate  in  this  manner  the  fituation  of  negle£led  merits 
poiTeiTes  a  noMenefs,  a  generofity,  a  benevolence,  which,  in- 
Head  of  incurring  the  c^nfure  of  any,  ought  to  command  the 
admiration  and  praife  of  all. 

My  own  fhare  in  the  cenfure  pointed  by  the  motion  be- 
fore the  Houfe  againft  his  Majefty's  Miniilers  I  will  bear 
with  fortitude,  becaufe  my  own  heart  tells  me,  I  have  not 
a£led  wrong.    To  this  monitor,  who  never  did,  and,  I  truft^ 
never  will,  deceive  me,  I  will  confidently  repair,  as  to  an 
adequate  aCylum  from  all  the  clamour  wiiich  intereftec)  fac-* 
tion  can  raife.    I  was  not  very  eager  to  come  in,  and  (hall 
have  no  great  rduftance  to  go  our^  whenever  the  public  are 
difpofed  to  difmifs  me  from  their  fervice.    It  has  been  the 
great  obje^  of  my  (hort  oiBcial  exiftence,  to  do  the  duties 
of  my  ftation  with  all  the  ability  and  addrefs  in  my  power^ 
and  with  a  fidelity  and  honour  which  ihould  bear  me  up^ 
and  give  me  confidence  under  cfvery  poiHble  contingency  or 
difappointment.    I  can  fay  with  (incerity,  I  never  had  a 
wtfh  which  did  not  terminate  in  the  ^eareft  intcrefts  of  the 
nation.     I  will  at  the  fame  time  imitate  the  hopourabje  geif^ 
tleman^s  candour,  and  coofefs,  that  I  too  h^ve  my  ambi-* 
tion.     High  fituation  s^nd  great  influence  are  defireable  ob* 
jefts  to  moft  men,  and  obje^s  which  I  am  not  afhamed  to 
parfuc,  which  1  am  even  folicitous  to  pofTefs,  whenever  ihcy 
can  be  acquired  with  honour  and  retained  with  di||;iiity,  Ot^ 
ihefc  refpc£tablc  conditions,  1  am  not  Icfs  aipbuiousto  be 
great  and  powerful  than  it  is  natural  for  a  young  man  with 
iuch  brilliant  examples  before  him  to  be*    But  even  thefe 
ol>ieQs  I  am  not  beneath  relinqui(hing,  the  moment  rov  duty 
Vol.  IX.  Z  2  t^ 
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to  my  cduxitry,  la  j  cbaradcr,  my  friends,  renders  foch  a  (a— 
cri5ce  indifpenlible.     1  hen  I  hope  to  retire,  not  difappoint- 
ed,  but  triumphant,  tritiBpbant  in  the  convi£tion,  that  taj 
talents,  humble  as  they  are,  have  been  earneftly,  zealoolty^ 
auid  ftrenuoqily^  employed  to  the  beft  of  my  apprehenfioii  in 
promoting  the  trueft  welfare  of  n>y  country  y  and  that,  how-' 
ey^  I  may  flind  chargeable  with  wcakneft  of  undcrftanding^ 
or  error  of  judgment,,  nothing  can  be  imputed  to  my  official 
capacity,  which  bears  the  moft  diftant  conncftion  with  as 
if^tcrefted,  a  corrupt,  or  a  dithoncft  inteaUon#    Nor  is  it  any 
pattcf  my  plan,  whatever  time  1  may  quit  titj  prefcnt  fta- 
tmn,  to  follow  the  noble  Earl  now  at  the  head  of  his  Ma«« 
jpfty^s  councib  to  fuch  fortrefs  as  the  honourable  gentleaiaii 
promifed  to'  rear  for  bis  followers  Tome  time  ago,  as  a  fafe  re- 
threat  for  thofe  of  bis  friends  who  fhould  find  themTeWe* 
duped  as  hfe  bad  bi^enr.     The  felf-created  and  fetf- appointed 
f^cceflbrs  to^  the  prefcnt  a^iminifti'ation  have  aifertcd  with 
much  con&leoce,.  that  this  is  Irktly  to  be  the  cafe.     I  can  af- 
fure  them,  however,  when  they  come  from  that  fide  of  the 
Hou(e  to  this,  I  w(U  for  one  moft  Fcadiiy  and  cordially  ac- 
cept the  exchange.    The  orrly  defirc  I  would  indulge  and 
cberilh  on  the  fubjedi  is,  that  the  fervrce  of  the  public  may 
be  ably,  dlfintereilcdly,  and  faithfully  perforated.     To  thote 
who  feel  for  their  country  as  I  wifh  to  do,  and  will  flrive  to 
do,  it  matters  little  who  afe  out  or  in  ;  but  k  matters  much 
that  her  affairs  be  conduQed  ^itb  wifiiom^   with  firmnef^, 
vith  dignity,  and  with  credit.     Thtrfc  entrafled  to  my  care 
1  will  refign,  let  me  hope,  into  bands  much  better  qualified 
to  do  them  judice  than  mine.     But  I  will  not  mimic  the  pa-' 
rade  of  the  honourable  geutlcnneiY  in  avowing  an  indifcrtmi« 
liate  oppofition  to  whoever  may  be  appointed  to"  fu(ceed«     I 
will  march  out  with  no  waYlike,  no  hoftiie,  no  menacing 
^oteftations  v  but  hoping  the  new  Adminiilration  will  have 
tlo  other  obje£l  in  view  than  the  real  and  fubftantial  welfare 
of  the  community  at  lirgc ;  that  they  will  bring  w^ith  thcraf 
)iito  office  tbofc  truly  ^blic  and  patriotic  principles  which 
they  formerly  hcjdy  but  which  they  abandoned  in  oppori««r 
fion ;  that  they  yfjll  fave  the  gtatc,  and  piomote  the  grfcat 
'f  urpbfes  of  pybUc  g09d,  with  as  much  fteadkieis,-  integrity, 
?nd  folid  advantage,  a^s  I  am  ccfifident  it  muft  one  day  ap« 

rrarj  tbe  Earl  of  Shelburne  and  his  colleagues  have  done, 
promifie  them,  before-hand,  my  uniform  and  beft  fupport 
on  every  Qccafion^  wbf  sc  I  can  boncftly  and  confcientioully 
^iEft  thenu 

.'  '  ',  In 
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Id  ihorf,   Sir^  whatever  appears  ctifllbAourable  or  ina^- 
quate  in  the  peace  on  your  table,  is  ftridly  chargeable  to  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  bluexribband,  whofe  profu^on  af  the  pub* 
lie's  money,  whofe  notorious  temerity  aod  obftinacy  in  pro- 
(ecuting  the  war,  which  originated  in  his  pc.mhrious  and  op- 
preiCve  policy^  and  whole  utter  incapacity  to  SA  the  ftation 
he  occupied^  rendered  peace  of  any  defcription  indifpenfible 
to  rhc  prcicrvaiion  of  the  State*  '  The  fmaltpart.  Sir,  winch 
fell  to  my  (hare  in  this  ignominious  tt-anfaAion,  was  divide 
with  a  fet  of  men,  whom  the  difpaffionaie  public  muft,,«oA> 
reflefiion,  unite'  to  honour.  '  Unufed  ^  I  am  to  the  faftloua 
and  jarring  clamours  of  this  day's  debate,  I  look  up  to  tfae 
iodepcndflot  part  of  thp  Houfc,  and  to  the  pubjic  at  large,  if 
not  for  that  tmpirdal  approbation  which  otf  conduA  de^rves^ 
at  leaft  for  that  acquittal  from  Mame,  to  which  my  innocence 
entitlet  me,    I  have  ever  been  moft  anxious  to  do  my  utmoft 
for  the  intercfiof  my  country;  it  has. been  tfiy  foleconc^fA 
to  ad' an  hooeft  and  upright  part,  and  I  vttn  difpoied  to  think 
every  inftaoce  of  my  official  department,  vvilM)ear  z  fair  ztid 
honourable  conftruaion*    With  chefe  intentions  I  veatured 
forward  on  the  public  attention ;   and  can  appeal  with  lomtf 
degree  of  confidence  to  both  fides  of  the  Houfe  for  the  con* 
6fteocy  of  my  political  conduA.      My  earlieft  impreHions 
were  in  favour  Of  the  nohleft  and  moft  difinterefted  modes  of 
iervine  the  public ;  th^fe  imprefliohs  were  ftill  dear,  atid  I 
hope  ihall  reonio  for  ever  dear  to  my  heart :  I  will  cherifh 
them  as  a  legacy  infinitely  more  valuable  than  the  grepteft  v 
inheritance.    Ontheie  principles  alone  I  came  inter  Parlia- 
ment and  into  place;  and  1  now  rake  the  whole  Houfe  to 
wiQicA#  ihatl  have  not  been  under  the  neceffity  of  cotitra- 
di&mg  one  public  declaration  I  have  ever  made :  I  am,  not- 
withftanding,  at  the  dtfpofal  of  this  Houfe,  and  with  their  de- 
Ci&OD^  whatever  it  fiiould  be,  I  will  ckeerfully  comply^.    It 
IS  io^pofCble  to  deprive  me  of  thofe  feelirgs  which  mpft  al- 
ways refult  from  the  finceriry  of  my  h^  exideavonrs  to  fuMit 
with  integrity  ^very  official  cngag€nM»|it,    You  may  taktf 
from  me.  Sir,  the  privileges  and  emorun^eots  of  place,  but 
ypa  cannot,  and  you  Ih^U  not  take  from  me  thofe  habitual 
and  warm  regards  tor  the  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  which 
cottftitute  the  hononr,  thehappineft,:the  nrideof  my  life} 
and  which  I  truft  death  alone  can  ciainguiln.     And  with  this 
^ofifoUtioni  the  Iqft  of  po^aTr,  Sir,>a)id  the  lofs  of  fortune^ 

Z  ?  ^      ,  thoogtt 
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though  J  afFefi:  not  to  dtrpife,  I  hope  I  iball  foon  be  able  xo 
.forget. 

Z^iiJ9  maneniem  \  ft  ccleres  quaiit 

PennaSy  refigno  qutt  dcdit  ^-^ 

j|t   ■  11        t      -  "probamqug 

Pauptriemjint  iku  qu/tro. 

« 

Sir  Cecil         Sir  Cecil  fVray  thus  explained  himfelf,  ip  anfwer  to  Mr- 

^"^•'        Fox; 

Mr.  Speaker, 
The  confufion  io  which  I  felt  myfelf,  when  on  my  legs, 
tnay  very  probably  have  made  me  mifunderllood  :  Sir,  my 
words  were,  that  I  would  not  fupport  any  Admsniftracion 
in  which  the  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  bore  a  part.  I 
liave  been.  Sir,  in  a  conftant  oppofition  for  thefe  fourteen 
or  fifteen  years  to  his  adminiftration ;  I  did  it  becaufe  the 
noble  Lord  had  high  prerogative  principles,  becaufe  he  in- 
volved in  the  curfed  American  war,  the  caufe  of  all  our 
ruin ;  becaufe  I  conflantly  heard  him  accufdd  from  this  fide 
pf  the  lioufe.  for  want  ot  wifdom  5  my  opinidfis  were  not 
therefore  lightly  adopted,  and  are  never  to  be  eradicated. 
Sir,  I  have  not,  it  is  true,  been  in  a  habit  of  making  Mi- 
{tlders }  my  life  has  been  fpent  in  pUlIing  them  down  ;  but 
had  I  the  power  to  make  them,  my  honourable  friend  ihOuId 
be  the  firil  \  his  conftitutional  principles,'  a^ivity,  ind  wif> 
4om  well  deferve.  it.  By  one  imprudent  conne^iion  he  has 
once  i3urpt  ^4S  fingers,  by  a  fecond  more  imprudftnt  con- 
ne^lion  he  may  burn  them  a  fecond  time.  Snould  this  be 
the  cafe,  he  will  have  himfelf  to  thank,  not  me. 

X<»rdKortb.  Lord  J^ortb  fpoke  to  the  following  effe£t :  I  (land  up,  Sir, 
iatef  a$  it  is,  and  much  ^ts  has  been  faid,  to  make  fome  re- 
ply to  that  part  6f  the  debate  efpecially,  which  concern^  mo 
and  my  friendi*  Several  of  the  fpeakefs  have  addrefled 
much  of  their  invcftives  acainft  me,  and  thofe  with  vrhom 
I  a&ed.  ^  A  great  dejil  has  been  thrown  but  on  my  fuppofcd 
Criminalityi  and  tjhofe  imaginary  artifices  to  which  it  is  al« 
lodged  I  owe  my  fifety.  The  laft  fpeaker,  whofe  amazing 
eloquence  fo  deeply  affedied  every  member  in  the  Houfe, 
did  me  the  honour  to  fingle  meo^t  as  the  obje<3  of  his  thun- 
der. And  it  is  no  fmall  prefumption  of  m v  inno<^en6e,  that 
I  could  hear  him  thunder  without  being  difmayed,  and  even 
Jlftened  to  his  thunder  with  a  mixture  of  aflonifliment  and 

4elight.     But  I  mufl  beg  that  honoiKfible  gentleman,  ^^^ 

^  every 
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every  honourable  gentleman  in  this  Houfc,  mIk)  now  fieart 
me,  to  obfcrvc,  that  I  never  abandoned,  in  a  fingle  inftarite^ 
either  my  chirader,  my  connexions,  or  my  politicll  prin- 
ciples ;  that  I  have  ever  been  ready,  fairiy  and  honbiirably 
to  meet  the  moft  fcrupulous  enquiry  into  the  mitiUteil  ac* 
tion  of  my  life  •,  that  I  am  even  now  ready  te  fland  f6fth| 
and  bid  every  fpcctes  of  fiich  liiveftlgation  defiincc  j  arta 
that,  confcious  of  my  oiril  inndcence,  1  dm  Under  iio  apjire- 
henfion  of  eithejr  incurring  cenfurc,  of  dcfetviiig  {lunifh^ 
ment.     In  this  conviftion,  I  will  nevef  be  fileilt,  when  thtf 
caufe  of  my  Country  calls  upori  me  io  fpeak  outi     As  this 
great  objcft  ever  has,  and  ever  (hall  detorniine  my  pblitic^I 
conduft,  I  (hall  not  think  myfelf  ccilfUriblci  ^l'hocvef  they 
»rc,  who  think  thcmfelve^  bound  in  dlitv  to  aift  a  fimilaf 
part,  or  to  fpeak  the  fome  decided  lailgtiagc,*     I  (htruld  bd 
extremely  forry,  indeed,  if  there  was  a  fingle  hoiieft  tliart 
in  the  whole  kingdom  who  could  not  join  tne  from  bis  heaH 
in  afTertiiig  what  is,  iii  my  opinion,  the  honoUr  of  the  tSt\* 
tilh  empire  •  btit  if  there  exifts,  or  if  it  can  be  proved  thuf 
there  exiils  thdleaft  fubftantial  caufc  for  A  d<?cldratidil  fo  hu- 
miliating to  mt,  1  will  pledge  niyfclf  to  the  Houfe^  frairt 
this  moment,  that  I  t»-ill  iitver  hcmceforth  put  myfelf  iii  i 
fituation  to  make  it  ntCeflafy  for  any  worthy  m&n,  whd 
thinks  Or  fecfe  in  this  manner,  to  act  officially  with  ftie. 

Much  has  been  faid  kbout  a  coalition,  thdt  fcems  vcfy 
much  tofurpfife  the  HoUfc.  For  rty  own  p?.rt,  there  i»l 
nothing  in  it  that  furtoHfes  me  i  the  noble  Lord  who  rtv.uU* 
the  motion^  has  utiifcirmly  difcovcred  himfelf  polFcfled  of  To 
amicable  and  upright  a  cliamdler;  to  be  acluatdd  by  prin- 
ciples fo  purely  paertotic  and  difiuierciled  ;  to  exhibit  dif- 
pofitions  fo  (angularly  engaging  and  matily  ;  thar  however 
we  may  hive  for  many  years  pait  unfortunately  differed  iii 
ear  fentimentsof  public  affairs,  yet  I  heVer  prtcc  had  thd 
leaft  occafion  to  believe,  or  even  to  fufpdd,  that  the  lioblc 
Lotd^  when  moft  ftfennous  in  oppofition  to  fiich  mcafufcs 
as  were  then  earryiri|f  on^  and  he  thouj^ht  himfelf  bound  xU 
confcicnce  td  condemn,  iiidiiiged  any  thing  like  pe'ribiiat 
rancour  or  difrefpcct  to  me.  That  thcfc  Incafures  were  ilii- 
wifc,  impolitic,  sind  iiijudicious^  he  certainly  thoaght,-  ail  J 
may  dill  think  )  I  call  only  fay  and  lament  that  they  were 
extremely  unfortiinate.  HowcVet  proper,  and  even  ncc  ci- 
fary  they  then  appeared  (o  itiany  wife  and  -able  ftattfuun^ 
as  well  as  to  mc,  noW  that  we  can  judge  ffftin  t-vciits,  it 
Unnot  be  denied,  that  tliiir  coafcquenvJcs  to  this  country 
t  did 
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ftie  extfcmdy  calamitous*     B,ut  there   are  certainly  times, 
nn^  circumftance$>  and  emergencies^  when  it   highly  be- 
comes all  honeft  men,  of  every  party  and  defcriptlon,  man- 
fully to  relinquiifa  their  perfonal  feuds  and  temporary  ani- 
(nontieSi  and  unite  their  ferious  eiFortSi  by  one  generous 
.   cyertiouy  in  the  common  intereft*     It  is,  then,  that  mu« 
tually  convinced  of  the  integrity  and  honour  of  each  other's 
intentions,  honrevcr  much  they  may  have  differed  in   car* 
rying  tbefe  intentions  into  execution  or  cffcSt,  could  fairly 
meet  in  one  cordial  body  for  the  public  good.     Every  indi- 
yidualy  infpircd  by  the  genuine  love  of  his  country,  would 
then  tbii^k  it  his  honour  to  abate  fomcwhat^of  the  violence 
with  which  bis  former  opinion  was  maintained,  and  form 
H  jun£lion  at  once  honourable  to  himfelfy    and  ferviceabla 
to  his  country.     When,  for  example,  a   charaAer  fo  uni- 
yerfaUy  allowed  to  be  of  the  firft  di(tfn£^ion  for  public  vir« 
tue  9B  that  of  the  noble  liord's,  and  whoie  political  princi* 
pies  v^cie  io  liberal  and  conftitutional,  does  me  the  honour 
to  offer  m^  his  friendship  and  concurrence  indifcharging  the 
duty  which  we  owe  to  the  public,  I  think  myfelf  happy  Co 
receive  that  honour  with  cordiality,  to  embrace  his  propo* 
fitipn  with  Sincerity,  and  to  rejoice  at  a  eircumftance  whicbi 
in.  my  opinion,  promUcs  to  terminate  in  the  general  ad* 
vantage.    The  noble  Lord's  animofity  to  me,  thank  God, 
is  now  at  an  end ;  and  I  truft  that  our  poalelcence  ihall  not 
l>e  r^ttendcd  with  any  confequences  ii)  the  fmalleft  degree 
'  prejudicial  to  the  country.    In  whatever  we  may  ftill  difer, 
there  is  nothing  of  this  nature  in  which  we  can  ever  agree. 
Our  union   is  on  public  principles  i  and  to  the  public  we 
(Iiall  always  be  ready  to  giyp  in. a  juft  and  ade<juate  account 
©four  ftewardfliip. 

The  other  honourable  Gentleman,  whofe  aftoniibing  ca» 

f»acity  and  abilities  give  his  country  fuch  a  juft  claim  to  bis 
ervicf  s,  and  which  have  long  and  folidly  eii;abli(hed  bis  in- 
iluencc  in  this  Uoufe,  has  alCo  engrofled  much  altentioi} 
from  many  of  thoiie  gentlemen  who  have  fpoken  againil  the 
fcfolqtion.  He,  tQo,  h^s  been  brought  in^  as  a  copartner 
with  me,  in  that  ridicule  and  invcftive  which -has  chaia£lc* 
fifed,  and  givj^n  (p  very  pieafant  an  edge  to  the  debate«  It  i$ 
very  true,  that,  in  this  Houfe,  that  honourable  gentleman, 
when  warm  in  the  caufe  \ic  cfpoufcd,  has  not  Ipared  me  \ 
he  thought  himfelf  right,  and  I  was  not  willing,  while  **"• 
ConvioQfid,  to  acknowledge  myfelf  wrong,     Many  a  tifnCp 

wjiep,  as  the  honourable  gcntlcmpn  (^Ir•  Fowys)  over  the 

way, 
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way,  ezpreffeti  it,  I  have  been  vilified,  and  grofsl/  repro« 

bated*  and  abufed  as  every   unfortunate  Miniiler  wili^be^ 

that  hoiiourabk  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  undoubtedly  run  m^ 

hard^  and  not  unfrequently  made  me  the  butt  of  thofe  in« 

exhauftible  powers  of  ridicule  and  afperity,  which  fo  emi-^ 

nently  diftinguifii  his   eloquence*     But  however  my  i^fficial 

condiid  might  hive  been  culpable  for  want  of  wifdom  and 

capacity,  I  hope  it  never  merited  cenfure^  as  being  dcflitutcf 

of  zeal  to  promote  what  I  then  conceived  to  b«  the  true  in^ 

terefts  of  Great  Britain^     And  notwithftanding  that  bold 

and  decided  tnatmcr  in  which  the  honourable  gefttlemaif 

cfpoufcd  a  very  different  part  from  me^  it  does  not  occur  to 

my  recollediion  that  he  ever  charged  me  with  the  difeA' 

want  of  integrity.    In  the  ear}y  part  of  that  honourable 

gentleman's  political  career,  when  I  had  the  happiiiefs  to 

poflefs  his  confidence   and   friendfhip,  I  always  found  him 

open^  manly,  and  fincere ;  I  knew  his  temper  to  be  vrarm^ 

but  His  nature  i»  generous )  and  at'  the  fame  time  that  I  ad« 

mire  the  vaft  extent  of  bis  underftanding,  I  can  rely  on  the 

goodnefs  of  his  heart  for  fecuritv«     A»  an  enemy  I  havcf  al« 

ways  found  him  formidable,  ana  a  perfoH  of  ihoft  extraoN 

dinary  talents  lo  whatever  Minifter  he  oppofes.    But  in 

proportion  as  I  had  reafon  to  dread  him,  while  his  princi^ 

plet  were  adverfe  to  mine,   now  they  are  congenial^  wtf 

ihall  now  unite  with  one  mind  Md  otie  heart  in  the  caufef 

of  our  country,  with  the  greatef  certainty  oi^TuCcefs.    And 

let  me  hail  it  as  an  aitfpicioU9  cifcumftance  in  our  country^s 

favoar,  that  thofe  who  were  diivided  by  her  hoftilitiesy  arc$ 

cemented  by  her  peace* 

The  bonoUjfable  gentleitian  ISit  Cecil  Wray]  who  Ipok^ 
laft,  roundly  charges  me  with  ftiickling  blindly  for  pferoga* 
tive.  I  do  not  know  on  what  premifes  he  forms  this  very 
logical  conclufion ;  it  does  not  appear,  ^t  leaft,  to  me.  I 
certainly  have  fully  and  frequently  afl'crted  the  prerogative 
of  Parliament  to  bind  thofe  colonies,  which  were  then  vmi^ 
ted  to  this  country,  by  every  tie  of  duty  and  obediei:ce< 
But  I  defy  him,  or  any  other  hotiourable  gentleman,  to  fpe^ 
cify  a  fingle  inilance  ifn  which  I  ever  attributed  to  the  Crown 
any  other  prerogative  than  ts  veft^d  in  it  by  the  conftittktion, 
or  than  it  is  acknowledged  td  poffefs  by  every  f<jcnd  Whig, 
and  by  ail  thofe  authors  who  have  written  on  the  fide  of  li- 
berty. I  never  did,  or  wiihed  to  extend  this  branch  of  the 
legiflature  one  inch  beyond  thofe  limits  which  are  prefcribed 
to  it  by  law.     And  hawever,  at* one  time  cfpecially,  loudly 

the 
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|h«  islamour  ag^infl:  rne  h^d  been  as  a  Miniiler  defirous  of 
filing  pnly  l>y  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  I  flatter  myfelf 
|t  has  already  been  found  a  charge  totally  untrue. 
.  AU^V  ally  whatever  opinion  |Day  be  fornied  of  that  cpali- 
fion  to  whi^h  geptlcpKn  have  fo  frequently  alluded,  the  no- 
t)Ic  I^ord  ai>d  the  honourable  gentleman  know  me  too  well 
isither  tq  require  pr  expeft  that  I  will  lacrifice  any  one  of 
jfny  public  principle^,  or  do  any  t}iing  tp  purchafe  their 
ffi^ndOupi  defirable  as  4t  id,  when  obtained  on  fair  and 
f^onoiif.able  grpunda^  in  the  finalleft  degree  incompatible 
wUb  my  prejenfions. 

Jn  Monclay'^  debate,  I  a{ked  if  Congrefs,  unable  to  raife 
g  f^rtbipg  for  prpfecuting  a  war  {n  the  heart  of  their  own 
4:pi;iitryi  was  it  tp  be  fuppofed  that  their  contributions 
IVP!Ltl4  he  either  liberal  or  cheerful  for  extending  their  hofti- 
]i|i^s  to  a  foreign  pi^e  ?  Have  we  then  any  thing  to  fear  ffoin 
^h^ir  offenOve  exertions  ?  I  then  likewife  ftated  that  they 
fVTr?  fp  ^^terpiined  i)pt  to  grant  the  Lbyalifls  what  it  \i*a<^ 
ibe  ^l^l^y  ^o  iitfift  vpon  in  their  behalf}  that  they  wou}d  ra- 
|her  b^ve  fuffered  a  continuance  of  the  war.  I  h.ad  an  op- 
portunity fince  of  fatisfying  myfelf  iQore  fully  of  the  fa^, 
d^d  fp^nd  my  information  to  be  authentic  in  every  refpe£t. 
in  moil  pf  she  States  they  refufed  to  pay  the  tax  levied  by 
Cpi^refs  fpr  f)ie  fervice  of  the  war,  1  he  Rhpderlflanders 
|n  particular  rofe  fprcibly  on  the  ofi^^ers  who  f:ame  to  colle£l 
it|  and  drove  tifen>  away*  In  ^(Tachufets  the  tax  was  dif- 
^oiii|te4  in  the  prpyincei  and  confequently  never  carried  to 
ihff  pvblic  account.  Thefe  fg£is  dciponftfate  ftrongly  that^ 
))^d  pur  Minifters  been  more  pereniptory  than  they  were, 
{he  pdor  l^yali^ls  had  fiQ%  been  fo  utterly  abandoned,  nor 
(ireatrjiritaiu  degraded  by  terms  fo  unequal  to  her  dig-^ 

nity- 

'ffee  yery  treaty  pf  Utrecht  w?5  not  by  any  means  fo  dif-* 
g^yantag^pas  as  the  prefent  peace.  Not  all  the  eloquence 
g{  the  hpnpnrabjc  gjcntleman,  [Mr*  Pitt]  great  as  it  is,  will 
^yer  be  iible  to  fati^fy  ^he  public  that  her  intercfts  have  not 
)>^en  lacriHced  ^o  an  inadequate  and  preni^ture  accommoda* 
{io||.  The  articjie  of  Dunkirk  will  be  to  this  country  a  laA* 
jng  mptl^ment  pf  {^er  impotence,  difgrace,  and  temerity. 
The  Vf'iX^i  ^nd  Weft  {indies  have  been  obliged  to  relinqu  ih 
3riti/li  liberty  for  Krench  defpojtifm.  And  it  requires  a  very 
#)i(fcrcnt  kind  pf  oratory  from  any  I  have  yet  heard  in  this 
Houfe  to  perfuniii:  xnt:  that  tbefe  humiliating  terms  arc  fufli- 
^icutiy  accounted  for  bv  our  prefent  political  circumftances. 

PoflcflcJ 
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Po0efied  of  thefc  ideas^  it  will  not  be  cafjr  to  fhew  that  I 
Ihall  depart  from  my  former  declarations  by  voting,  as  I  noi^ 
do,  for  the  motion  under  prefent  coniideration.  Nor  does 
it  appear  to  me  a  juft  confequence  that  carrying  it  necefTa- 
riSy  drives  the  honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Pitt]  in  my  eye 
from  the  fervice  of  the  public.  The  noble  Lord  who  made 
this  motk>n  offers  to  adjourn  the  debate  if  his  Majefly*sMi- 
nifters  will  fay  that  they  think  the  produftion  of  papers  ne- 
ceffary  to  throw  further  light  on  the  fubjeft,  or  will  pro- 
duce them.  This  is  fo  fair  a  propofition,  that  the  Minifter 
who  will  refufe  it  juftly  defcrves  to  be  found  in  the  mino- 
rity. 

.The  recognition  of  the  American  independence  is,  in  my 
mind,  an  obje<^  of  the  greateil  national  magnitude  that 
ever  came  under  parliamentary  difcuffion.  For  my  own 
part,  I  fhould  long  ago  have  given  my  confent  to  grant  it 
unconditionally,,  had  I  once  dreamt  the  refei*ving  that  grant 
could  have  been  made  fo  little  ufe  of,  or  in  fo  fmall  a  de- 
gree rendered  fubfcrvient  to  public  advantage. 

Mr.  Secretary  ?W/2/Z^^i J  replied  to  Lord  North.  He  fald,  Mr.  Sec* 
if  gjSHtlemen  would  confider  all  things,  the  peace  would  be  '^ownOjcni 
found  as  good  a  one  as  the  fituation  of  the  country  would 
admit  of,  or  that  there  was  any  right  to  expeft.  The  noble 
Lord  and  gentlemen  might  imagine,  that  if  the  war  had 
been  continued  another  campaign,  fomething  more  might 
have  beeu  done  j  but  it  was  the  opinion  of  many  others, 
high  in  refpeft  and  profeflion,  that  before  the  end  of  ano- 
ther year,  there  would  have  been  great  danger,  hadhoftili- 
tics  been  continued,  of  America's  being  in  poiTcfllon  of 
Quebec.  To  contend  againft  fo  many  confederated  powers^ 
was  not  like  contending  againft  one  only,  and  the  ncgoci- 
ation  was  equally  diOicult  in  the  fame  manner  of  compari^ 
fon  ;  add  to  this,  we  were  unallied,  and  had  the  fears  of  a 
large  armed  neutrality  upon  us.  The  noble  'Lord,  in  his 
own  adminiftration,  had  been  able  to  prevent  th'efe  combined 
armaments  of  the  neutral,  which  m  the  courfe  of  things 
muil  have  operated  to  the  difadvantage  of  thfs  country,  and 
to  the  efforts  of  thofe  who  had  to  negociatc  on  behalf  of  it. 
Something  having,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  dropped  re- 
lative to  the  proteflion  of  the  Weft-India  iflands,  and  that 
reinforcements  might  have  been  fent  from  the  army  at  New 
York,  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ftated  to  tne  Ho  ufe 
the  reafons  of  Government  for  not  ading  in  that' manner. 
Part  of  the  troops  at  New  York  were  the  Cubjeds  of  a  fo- 
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reign  Prince,  and  could  not  be  commanded  upon  any  ferrica 
that  had  not  been  agreed  upon  at  the  time  of  contracting  for 
them.  Another  part  was  Provincial  troops,  and  wcr6  ine- 
ligible to  the  fervice  ^  thefe  two  defcriptions  of  forces  being 
taken  away,  left  the  number  very  few,  which  were  Englifli. 
If  theBritifli  troops  had  been  ordered  upon  the  fervice,  there 
were  at  that  time  fufficlent  reafons  to  be  alarmed  for  their 
fafety,  which,  however,  would  be  rather  improper  to  men- 
tion. Even  if  a  fufficlent  quantity  of  troops  could  have 
been  fpared  from  New  York,  there  were  no  tranfports  to 
convey  them  to  the  place  that  required  their  fervices.  The 
rieht  honourable  Secretary  faid,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and 
others  had  been  confulted  how  far  it  might  be  prudent  to 
/  weaken  the  garrifon  of  New  York,  and  all  their  advices  had 

been  againft  it.  Gentlemen  might  remember,  that  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  would  not  fpare  a  man  to  the  fleet,  when  k 
appeared  off  that  port,  and  the  commander  required  it. 

The  noble  Lord  had,  on  Monday,  agreed  to  the  peace, 
that  is,  he  had  admitted  the  necefllty  of  it ;  be  then  ei- 
prefled  himfelf  to  be  unprepared  to  (peak  his  mind  fully 
upon  it ;  but  fince  that  tim^  had  feemingly  collefled  won- 
derful information.  How  had  the  time  of  the  Houfe  been 
employed  ?  It  might  not  be  amifs  to  take  a  retrofpe£livc 
view  of  this.  Firft,  on  account  of  the  late  hour  at  which  the 
Houfe  broke  up,  there  was  no  meeting  on  Tucfday,  and 
on  Wednefday  the  call  of  the  Houfe  took  place.  On  'fhurf- 
day  they  had  heard  a  very  long  and  eloquent  fpeech  from 
the  Bar  on  behalf  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  ;  yet  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  the  noble  Lord  had  found  time  to  inform 
himfelf,  and  gain  every  information  neceuary  to  fpeak  de- 
cidedly, and  in  the  fulled  manner,  to  that  which  on  Monday 
he  confefled  himfelf  incompetent  to  do.  He  could  by  no 
means  fuffer  the  words  in  the  motion  to  pafs. 
Mr.  F«t«  Mr.  Fox  confcffed,  that  when  he  had  the  honour  to  bear 
a  part  in  the  adminiftration,  he  had  done  wrong  with 
refpeft  to  the  troops  at  New  York,  and  his  fucccflbrs  in 
office  had  done  wrong  by  following  him,  if  the  foreign 
troops  were  at  firft  reftrained  by  agreement  from  going  upon 
any  other  fervice  than  that  required  in  the  part  where  they 
were  ftationed,  Adminlftration  (hould  have  applied  to  the 
Landgrave  for  the  pUrpofe  of  getting  quit  of  fuch  an  impe- 
diment. But  even  admitting  this  to  have  been  done,  the 
fame  number  of  troops  would  ftill  have  been  wanting  on  the 
frontiers,  fo  that  an  equal  number  muft  have  been  found  to 
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fapply  the  place  of  tbofe  withdrawn.  Then  where  was  the. 
difference  of  employing  them,  aud  making  up  the  ntsmher 
from  elfe where,  or  fending  troops  at  once  to  the  Weil  In- 
dies* 

The  right  honourable  gentlemen  had  faid>  that  if  all  other 
ohftacles  had  been  removed,  there  was  a  want  of  tranlports 
for  conveyance.     He  aiTured  the  Houie,  and  he  fpoke  from 
the  higheft  authority,  the  authority  of  the  Firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  there  were  the  means  of  tranfporting  the 
men  if  the  meafure  had  been  advifed.    Mr.  Fox  declared 
he  was  ilill  of  the  fame  opinion  as  on  Monday,  and  in  the^ 
early  part  of  that  evening  he  had  fb  expreiTed  himfelf.  If  Mi- 
nillers  had  any  means  of  exculpation,  let  them  make  ufe  of 
them,  he  wiilied  to  fee  fome ;  nothing  appeared  in  their  fa- 
vour at  prefent.     If  thcj  wanted  information,  and  could 
gather  it  from  papers  ox  office,  let  them  procure .  them  as 
Toon  as  pollible.    If  the  (late  of  the  navy  (hould  appear  iiv- 
adequate  to  what  it  ought  to  be,  or  aiiv  deficiency  whatfo- 
evcr  in  that  particular,  that  would  be  lome  excufe  for  the 
badncfs  of  the  peace,  he  (holild  think  it  as  fuch ;  but  till 
this,  or  fometl^ing  dfe  equally  exculpating,  had  been  made 
to  appear,  he  muft  remain  fixed  in  his  opinion  upon  it, 

Mr.  Secretary  ^TownftHnd  rofe  again,  to  declare,  that  let  **""•  ^* 
the  authority  be  ever  fo  high,  the  fa£k  was  othcrwife.  He  ^•*'^**'* 
ilated  that  he  had  written  over  to  the  Prince  of  HefTe  and 
the  Duke  of  Brandenburg  to  fettle,  that  their  troops  -  in 
our  fervice  might  be  moved  from  the  continent  of  America 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  where  they  would  have  been  long  fince 
conveyed,  but  that  Sir  Guv  Carleton  had  written  home 
word,  that  were  there  not  otaer  infuperable  reafons  againft 
their  removal  from  New  York,  there  were  no  tranfports  to 
embark  them  in. 

Mr.  y.  Pitt  declared,  he  had  never  felt  fo  much  uncafi-  Mr,T.Pitt# 
nefsin  thecourfe  of  his  parliamentary  condufl  as  on  that  day. 
TheHaufe  had  heard  a  direft  avowal  of  the  deepeft  fyftem 
of  party,  that  had  ever  been  acknowledged  within  thofe 
walls.    What  was  the  cjountry,  gafping  for  her  exi(lence» 
^  flie  then  lay^  to  expert,  when  men  of  the  firft  abilities^ 
inftead  of  turning  their  attention  folely  to  the  promoting  of 
her  interefts,    recovering  her  ftrengtb,  and  refumins  her   . 
piofperity^  were  engaged  folely  in  an  open  ftruggk  for 
power,  and  at  a  moment,  when  meafures  of  the  moft  cool^  , 
<ieliberatey  and  folemn  nature  were  agitating,  had  no  pur- 
pofe  in  view  but  the  building  up  a  new  Adminift;ration^ 
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on  the  ruins  of  that,  to  w:hich  this  country  was  under  the 
gfcatcft  obligations,  for  having  rcftorcd  to  her  the  blefGngs 
of  peace.  Mr.  Pitt  attacked  the  noble  Lord  with  great  fe- 
verixv,»and  faid,  the  npbk  Lord's  fpecch  remindccl  h.im  of  a 
ftory  he  had  heard  when  a  boy,  and  which,  if  he  recolleclred 
rightly,  was  faid  to  have  happened  at  the  town  of  Buty. 
The  ftory  went,  .that  one  brother  from  motives  of  the  bafeft 
felf-intercft,  alliflinated* another,  and  left  him,,  as  he 
thought,  for  dead;  when  lo,  after  the  .villain  had  reached 
iiis  home,  and  beeij  there  about  t\vo  hours^  he  was  ftruck 
with  the  horrible  fight  of  his  mangled  and  bleeding  brother, 
yet  alive,  who-  h?d  reached  the  Houfe,  and  was  crawling 
into  the  room  where  he  fi^t  with  fome  company.  The  hn-. 
ipanity  of  thofe  prcfent  h^  the  wounded  man  put  to  bed, 
and  his  wounds  dreffcd  ;  but  at  midnight  the  favage  barba- 
rian went  alone  to  his  brother's  chamber,  tore  the  drefitngs 
off  his  wounds,,  and  caufed  his  death,  and  when  put  upon 
his  trial,  had  the  ailoniihing  hardinefs  to  plead  not  guilty 
to  a  charge  of  cutting  and  maiming,  agreeable  tp  tbe^  fta- 
tute  \  refting  his  defence  on  the  fhimelefs  and  favage  plea, 
that  lus  intention  had  been  not  to  maim,  but  to  murder. 
5o»thc  noble  LorS  in  the  Wue  ribband,  after  having  affaflli- 
nated  and  maimed  his  couutry,  had  the  daring  effrontery 
:^nd  triumphant  inhumanity,  to  drag  her  mangled  cafcaic 
before  that  Houfe,  to  tear  the  dreflings  from  her  wounds^ 
and  to  piit  her  in  danger  of  loAne  her  exiftenc^. 

Mr.  D.  Mr.  D^  Hartley  charged  the  Cnancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

WwUcy.  ^jth  having  made  a  fpeech  ruinous  to  his  country,  and  cal- 
culated to  render  us. the  contempt  of  every  foreign,  power. 
Mr.  Hartley  went  into  an  examination  of  our  naval  and  mi- 
litary (trength,  and  6f  our  finances,  and  contended,  that 
neither  were  in  fo  weak  nor  .in. fo  ^xhaufted  a  ftate,  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  ftated  them  to  be.  Mr.  Hartley 
concliided  with  faying,  he  fhould  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mf.  Piit.  The  Cbancellor  of  the  Exchequer  iq  reply  faid,  fuch  a  decia* 
ration  came  with  an  ill  grace  from  a  gentleman,,  who,  the 
▼ery  firftday  thePreliminarica  and  the  Provifional  Treaties 
were  brought  down,  had  rifen  at  the  inftant  to  expreft  his 
gratitude  tp  Minifters  for  their  having  refcucd  their  country 
from  abfolute,  and  apparently  immediate  ruin. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Fox,  for  adverting  to 
matter  that  had  fallen  in  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  Piit.  Mr.  fitt  then  confined  himfelf  to  mere  explanation,  con- 
tending that  he  hs^d  not  made  a  ruinous  fpeech,  but  adverted 
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folcly  to  fuch  arguments  as  were  ncccflary  to  he  adduced 
in  proof  of  the  ncccflity  that  had  occafioned  fuch  a  peace, 
and  in  order  to  cftalMifh  it  as  indifputahle^  that  the  motion ' 
was  tl]  founded^  the  ceffions  that  had  been  made  not  being 
inadequate,  or  fuch  as  ought  not  to  h«vc  been  made,  con- 
fidcring  the  comparative  ftrcngth  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
confederated  powers  in  arms  againft  her. 

Colonel  Onflow  rofe  with  fome  warmth  ta  reprehend  Mr.  CoIomI 
T.  Pitt  for  his  harfk  and  fevere  attack  on  Lord  North.  The  Onflow. 
Colonel  faid,  fuch  fort  of  language  and  argument  was  ah- 
parliamentary,  and  ihould  never  be  reforted  to  without  hiA 
rifing  10  oppofe  and  reprehend  it.  He  faid,  he  would  ever 
maintain,  that  his  friend,  the  noble  Lord,  was  as  honeft  a, 
man,  and  that  he  had  been  as  able  and  upright  a  Minifter 
as  ever  managed  the  public  affairs  of  a  great  kingdom. 
The  Colonel  adverted  to  the  coalition  that  had  been  fo  much 
talked  of  in  the  courfe  of  the  day>  and  fald,  much  good 
might  arifc  from  the  junftion  of  two  fuch  oppofitc  parties. 
The  violence  of  the  one,  and  the  moderation  of  the  other 
would  prove  mutually  advantageous  to  each,  and  he  did  not 
doubt  be  prodoftivc  of  great  good  to  the  kingdom.' 

Mr.  Martin  having  rifen  fevcral  times  to  fpeak,  and  having 
bccir  prevented,  he  infifted  that  he  had  as  much  right  to 
fpeak  as  any  man,  although  his  abilities  might  not  be  fo 
great. 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the  honourable  member,  that  he  The 
always  endeavoured   to   call   on   the  gentleman   who  firft  *p««k<r. 
caught  his  eye,  that   from  tlie  vaft  noiie  and-  uproar  in  the 
Houfe,  he  fometimcs  was  deceived ;  but  then  he  generally 
fuifercd  himfelf  to  be  guided  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Martin  then  fhortly  delivered  his  opinion  concerning  Mr.Mutia. 
the  political  jundion,  which  he  declared  to  be  unnatural, 
and  what  he  could  never  approve  of  ;Nfor  it  was  calculated  to 
<!cftroy  the  objrft  which  lay  nearcft  to  his  heart. 

Mr.  mimot  fpoke  to  the  following  efFcft.     It  is  with  the  *''•  "^^ 
\itmoft  rcluflance  1  obtrude  myfelf  upon  the  Houfe,  even  "*^'* 
for  the  very  few  minutes  I  mean  to  detain  it  *  nor  (hould  I 
venture  tA  do  it,  if  I  did  not  find  myfelf  impelled,  by  what 
I  think  a  fenfc  of  my  duty,  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  z 
part  of  the  peace,  in  which  I  feel  myfelf  much  interefted  for 
the  honogr  of  my  country,  and  which  I  confider  quite  in  a  • 
different  light,  and  for  different  reafons  than  any  perfon  Who  ^ 

has  before  fpokc  either  to-day,  or  when  the  fucjcft  was  laft 

before 
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States,  and  which  they  cannot  elude  without  a  dire£l  breach 
of  the  fame  treaty,  which  eftablifhes  and  recognizes  their 
own  independence.  £ut  this  is  not  all ;  for  this  article  not 
only  affects  and  quiets  the  pofleffions  and  the  Uberties  of 
thofe  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  but  is  alfo 
materially  afi*e£ls  and  reclaims  many  of  that  other  defcrip- 
tion  of  tne  Loyalifts  who  have  left  that  country,  and  who 
arc  cither  here,  or  under  ^the  protef^ion  of  his  Majefly's 
troops  in  America.  .  As  there  are  many  perfons  of  that  de- 
jTcription  whofe  eftatey  ^ave  not  been  confifcated,  and  I 
know  feme  of  them  in  this  country  who  will,  or  think  they 
Vill,  recover  their  eftates  again  under  that  article  ;  for  there 
is  no  exception  in  it,  and  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  thofe 
whofe  eftates  have  not  been  aftually  confifcated,  whatever 
has  been  the  part  they  may  have  taken  in  the  war. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  other  Loyalifts,  namely,   thofe 
who  have  borne  arms  againft^the  united  States,  there  is 
certainly  no  dircft  and  pofitive  ftipulation  in  their  favour^ 
fo  that  they  can.  be  reftored  to  the  immediate  pofrciIk)n  of 
their  eftates;  but  what  I  fliall  ftate  to  the  Houfe  is,  that 
there  arc  fome  provifions  in  the  treaty  which  have  not  been 
adverted  to,  and  that  all  the  care  has  been  taken  of  them 
that  could  reafonably  be  expe£led.     Sir,  I  lincerely  wifh 
more  could  have  been  efFefted  for  them,  and  it  is  not  with- 
out the  moft  poignant  grief  when  I  confider  their  fufFeriDgs, 
though  I  think  and  truft  it  is  in  the  difpofition,  as  well  as  in 
the  power,  of  this  country  to  alleviate,  and  in  fome  meafure 
to  compenfate  them.    But,  Sir,  I  look  upon  this  circum- 
ftance,  of  their  not  being  reftored  to  their  eftates,  as  one  of 
the  moft  lamentable,  but  one  of  the  inevitable  confequenccs 
of  the  fatal  termination  of  this  calamitous  war;  but  there  is 
[  another  copfequence  which  feems  to  be  almoft  forgottco, 
and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  more  lamentable,  becaufe  it 
is  without  remedy,  and  becaufe  its  pernicious  effcfls  will  be 
felt  to  the  lateft  pofterity ;  I  mean.  Sir,  the  Independence  of 
.  America, ,  and  when  I  fay  it  is  a  more  lamentable  one,  I 
mean  becaufe  I  apprehend  the  other  it  is  in  the  power  of  this 
country  to  remedy  and  relieve,  by  m'uch  more  eafy  oicans 
than  are  generally  imagined,  as  I  mall  dndeavour  to  explain 
by  and  by.     The  independence  of  America  being  now  no 
•'  longer  the  objeft  of  conteft  between  parties,  feems  hardly, 
at  leaft  in  this   Houfe,   to  deferve  even  a  parting  iigh; 
though  I  confqfs  myfclf  I  Ihall  never  think  of  the  fatal,  nc- 
cclSty  there  vva*  for  fubmitting  to  it  witliout  the  moft  heart- 
felt 
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felt  pangs,  bccaufe  we  thereby  part  with  the  beft  ftciirity  • 
we  had  for  4ii<^harging  the  burthens  thete  are   upon  this 
country,  and  which  will  go  near  in  the  end  to  overwhelm  • 
it ;  but  this.  Sir,  is  now  no  longer  matter  of  contention  in 
this  Houfe,  and  it  is  agreed  to  with  as  much  acquiefcence 
by   thofe  who  have  expended  a  hundred  millions  to  prevent. 
ir,  as  it  is  by  thofe  who  have  frequently  declared  themfelves 
wclUwifhers  to  that  reliftance  that  produced  it. 

But  to  return  from  this  digreflion.  I  moft  certainly  do 
agree,  with  every  man  of  common  humanity,  in  wiining 
that  better  terms  could  have  been  procured  for  the  Amertcaii 
Lojalifts;  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  to  be  expected,  that  at- 
the  end  of  a  fuccefsful  rebellion,  in  which,  as  the  noble 
Lord  coofeiTed  a  few  days  ago,  this  country  had  been 
baiiicd  and  beaten,  that  thofe  who  were  fuccefsful  and  vic- 
torious ihould  on  an^  terms  give  up  their  eftates  and  pof- 
ieliioQS  again  to  thole  with  whom  they  had  been  contend- 
ing; that  the  vigors  fhould  give  up  to  the  vanquifhed,  was, 
I  think,  in  no  cafe  to. have  been  expefted,  and  it  was  moil 
prepofierous  to  expc&  it.  If  we  had  not  made  peace  till 
that  point  was  given  up,  we  muft  have  gone  to  war  to  all 
eternity ;  but  is  it  a  reafon,  becaufe  you  cannot  pbtain  the 
utmoft  of  .your  wiHies,  that  therefore  you  fhould  negleft' 
that  which  can  be  obtained  i  Or  that  becaufe  thofe  who  havo»  - 
the  moft  merit  as  to  this  country,  and  are  the  moft  perfe« 
cuted  by  ypar  enemies  on  that  very  account,  that  therefore 
yoa  are  to  abandon  and  defert  them  ?  On  the  contrary,  I 
vnderfland  it  to  be  the  intention  of  Governnoent,  and  hat 
always  been  theij  intenUQp,'  and.  it  has  his  Maj^fty's  recom- 
Biendation,  to  make  fp^i^  Iblid.provifion  for  thofe  who  fhall 
not  be  rdieved  under  -the  treaty  itfelf,  ar^  perhaps  in  the 
end  thofe  pfrtons.  wUl  have  no  caufe  to  complain^  who  arc^ 
recon^nfed  with  fterUpg;n»oney,  inftead  of  a  ruined  eftate, 
or  'Aincrican  paper  currency ;  but  furely  it  is  not  confiftent 
with  prudence,  apd  with^that  oeconomy  which  fecmed  fome; 
time  ago  to.be  th^  darling  favourite  of  this  Hou^e,  to  pay  the 
debts  of  others  before  wc  £e  what  chance  there  is  of  their  being 
difcbarg^.by  the  debtors  themfelves^  •  But,  confidering  the 
(late  of  ;I)?t  country,  I  can  eaiily  imagine  reafons,  v/hj  it 
may  not  be  proper,  at  thi$  time,  to  unfold  every  cxpeAation 
on  that  fubje£t.  ThiS|  however,  I  may  airei:t,  that  it  is  my 
opinion,  m^y  perfons.wiU  obtain  the  reftUution  of  theit 
eftates  under  that  article,  fn  fome  of  the  United  States^ 
though  they  fhould  not  ia  all  of  them  i   but  hpjt  again,  ^ir^ 
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it  \i  fefd,  tbttt  you  fitfvtf  trndt  better  tenihtt  fof  thofe  who 
bsrve  not  borne  arms,  than  for  tbofe  who  have,  and  that 
therefore  the  diftinftkm  ii  treacherous  and,  ungrateful ;  bnt. 
Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ihfift,  that  thi«  articte  does  not  deicribe 
the  degree  of  nf>e/tt  thofe  pei^fons  have  ^ubaJ  Great  Britain, 
oif  the  proporifoti  in  whkh  they  (hall  be  conrpenfated  or  re- 
Warded,  but  only  how  far  (he  United  States  fbould  eontri* 
1>ute  to  this  reftitiation,  in  c^fe  rheir  recodimendatiofi  fhould 
teive  any  tffcQ,  But  thofe  peribhs  who  comptaiil  of  this 
diftinfiion,  which  they  load  with-  fo  m&ny  odioai  epitheu. 
Would  do  well  to  recoiled)  that  according  to  iheit-  argument 
the  diitinAion  will  not  take  place,  becaule  they  argoe,  that 
the  whole  provifion  is  nugatory,  and  to  no  e^eft.  Now,  if 
from  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  from  the  tfnforton^te  event 
of  thenar,  which  I  can  never  too  I'naeh  deplore,  we  are 
not  able  to  make  our  enemies  provide  for  (hoft  who  deferve 
the  beft  at  our  haAds,  that  is  no  reafon  we  (hould  xiOt  make 
^  the  beft  ftipulation  we  can  for  others  of  our  friends,  not 
6nly  becaufe  )t  is  Coafonant  to  common  fenfe  atid  common 
juftice,  but  that  we  may  the  n^ore  ealily,  the  ^oro  eSefitu- 
illy^  add  the  more  amply  pmvide  for  the  reft  onrfetves. 

But  the  truth  is*,  that  the  number  6f  thofe  Who  have 
66i^he  arms  agarnft  the  Unitied  States,  and  wh6  hsiS  aifif 
dftiies  to  cOnfilcate^  Is  mfade  bbtter  than  What  is  generally' 
iifiS|gflied.    As  to  the  other  part  of  the  American  fufiererf, 
i^iriely,  merehiMs^  tr&defmen,  elvii  officers,  the  cte^y^  t!^ 
likiUtlvf,  ktid  olbe^  f^rofeffioiis,  thefe  have  hitherto,  a'nd  ^tlt 
<^dtlfa^cdly  e*($ntinue  t6  receive  the  pfoteftion  of  the  legiP 
h^fe^  for  their  fupporf,  till  they  can  provide  for  thetnfcivelf 
ib  dteir  feverail  profellions ;  and  herelmdft  do  the  ^refent' 
Admini^miCfft  the  juftice  to  fey,  tteftt  they  hare  fhewil* 
diff>oliti6n^  to  engfafft,  and  adopt  them  into  the  dift!:rent 
oftabtifhmcfftfi  in  this  ctfuntty.  Which  will  operafte  h&&  as  a 
ifervice  to  the  individual,  and  a  faving  to  thte  pubKc^  hti 
I  beg  leave  farther  to  Mention,  that  ther6  are  tw6  ex^fi 
jfttpulations  rn  the  tfeaity  which  Will  be  of' grtat  fervice  to 
th6fe  perfdni,  iis  well  atf  to  the  whofe  body  of  the  Loyalift^i 
wbcther  in  America  or  Great  Britain,  namely>  that  «*  erev 
^itOrs^n  6itb^  flde  IhMl  be  at  liberty  to  recover  thiii' debts, 
ih  ftertin^  monev ;"  and  another,  <*  that  stU  period,  #(K> 
haveaAy  tnterdft  ii^eMfifdatedtoiyds,  either  by  debts,  inar- 
Itage  feftlemcht^,  t>r  otherwife,  ftftfU  be  at  liberty  to  profe^ 
ante  their  joft  rights;''  iNnfdlmuft  Miy  that  it  h^s  come 
wikhiiv  my  knowledge^  witl:Sa  ibis  ^eek>  that  per(ba$  ef 
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thefe  di^rent  iefcriptioBS  iq  chis  copntr^,  I  fneaa  latui- 
,  o^rnerti  crediton,  and  perfbot  having  an  intereft  in  confir* 
'  cated  lands,  expcA  to  derive  a  bendit  (rom  thofe  previa 
^oQs.  9ot,  perbapt)  it  will  be  faid,  Congreft  will  never 
keep  their  faith  in  theie  particulars,  and  it  is  in  vain  to  ex* 
peft  they  will  ever  derive  any  benefit  from  thenu  To  this 
1  znfwtjT^  this  i«  aa  objeAion  to  every  provifion  yos  could 
have  made  for  diem»  and  the  ftronger  to  fuch  ay  are  the 
moft  liberal;  and  1  confcfs,  I  ttiwAd  have  fiiijpe£ied  too 
imich  liberality,  and  too  manv  promifes  on  this  occafion. 
I  hope,  Sir,  1  have  now  mane  out  what  I  propofed,  chit 
there  are  fome  proviiions  in  this  treaty  which  have  not  been 
adverted  to,  and  that  every  thing  has  been  done  in  their 
favour  that  could  be  reafonably  cxpeAcd,  though  not  every 
Aing  that  could  be  wifhed,  becaufe  no  bounds  could  be  ftt 
to  our  wiflies  in  favour  of  thofe  perfont  who  have  rifqued 
tbeir  lives,  and  facrificed  their  fortunes  in  the  caufe  of  Great 
Rritain :  that  the  treaty  does  provide  effeAually  and  com« 
pletely  for,  by  much  the  greateft  part  of  the  American  Loya- 
lifts,  that  the  •interefts  of  the  remainder  are  attended  to;  . 
that  the  number  of  thofe,  who  will  derive  no  bi^nefit  from 
the  treaty,  are  few  in  comparifon  of  die  reft,  and  that  they 
will  be  provided  for,  as  is  moft  juft,  at  a  much  more  mo- 
derate expeoce  tba^n  is  generally  imagined,  and  which  I  am 
moft  happy  to  fee  the  noufe  and  the  nation  difpofed  to,  by 
which  not  only  the  honour  and  juftice  of  the  nation  will 
receive  no  ftain  or  blemtfli,  but  its  liberality  and  public  faith 
will  be  applauded  throughout  Europe. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  refcue  my  country  from  ihe 
imputation  of  treachery  and  ingratitude  to  its  friends,  I  fhall 
fay  a  very  few  words  on  the  other  parts  of  the  peace*  Upon 
the  whole.  Sir,  it  meets  with  nily  hearty  approbation,  and  I 
am  confident,  that  a  very  few  months,  and  a  very  few  weeks 
9igo,  every  man  in  this  nation  would  have  leaped  for  joy  to 
have  obtained  the  blrffings  of  peace,  even  upon  more  di(ad- 
vantageous  terms.  The  {loble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  to|d 
us,  ^  could  not  expeft  a  a  honourable,  we  could  not  expeft 
an  advantageous  peace.  He  has  long  prepared  ut  for  what 
we  were  to  expe^.  8ir,  this  is  a  war  in  which  we  were 
not  fighting  for  glory,  or  for  conqueft,  we  have  been  lpii|g 
awakened  out  of  thdfe  delufive  and  deceitful  dreamt;  we 
have  been  fitting  thefe  four  years  for  our  very  exif^ce*  Sir, 
coofidering  the  nnanqea  of  this  country,  and  the  nucperona 
iBlpiomies  We  had  to  contend  with,  peact  was  neceflary  at  all 
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4vcrtt8,  even  viaory  Or  conqucft  only  Drotra£^td  oar  ruin. 

-What  effcd:  had  that  moft  fplendidl  vifi^ory  ol  Lord  Rodney  ? 
It  faved  Jamaica  for  that  campa^d ;  but  with  Uie  fleet  af- 

icmbled  at  Cadiz,  and  the  afliftance  of  the  Dutch^  as  ably 
Itated  by  a  gallant  naval  officer  in  the  beginning  of  this  de- 
bate, would  not  the  fame  illand,  and  indeed  the  whole  of 
our  commerce,  have  been  in  thcsmoft  iouninent  dapger,  and 
efpecially  as  it  could  not  be  expefled  that  Gibraltar  would 
have  been  of  that  fervice  it  has  hitherto  been,  in  divartiog 
the  attention  of  the  enemy.  Thinking,  therefore,  as  I  do, 
that,  upon  the  whole,  the  peace  is  a  defirable  one,  I  fee  the 

.  refolution,  now  propofed,  in  00  other  light  than  as  cafting 
a  reflcdion  upon  Minifters,  when,  in  my  opinion,  they 
deferve  the  thanks  of  the  nation;  and  if  the  conceffions« 
were  greater  than  what  the  enemy  was  entitled  to,  it  does 
not  follow,  that  Minifters  are  therefore  to.  blame,  becauie 
(he  true  queflion  upon  this  peace  is,  whether  the  conceffions 

.  are,  upon  the  whole,  greater,  than  it  was  the  intereil  of  this 
country  to  accede  to,  rather  than  continoc  fo  calamitous  and 
ruinous  a  war,  and  which  nobody  has  ever  ventured  to  af* 
fert,  and  I  could  have  wiflied  that  fome  amendotent  of  that 
nature  had  been  made  by  fome  perfon  of  more  confequeocc 

.than  myfelF,  early  in  the  day,  that  the  genuine  icnCc  of  the 

.  Houfe  might  be  known,  upon  that  propofition.     But  thank 
God,  Sir,  the  conteil  is  npw  about  men,  not  meafures,  and 
I  think  we  ought  to  be  grateful  for  the  peace. 
'  Mr.  Hill,  .     Mr«  Hiii  kept  the  Houfe  in  a  continual  roar  of  laughter 

,  during  the  fiiort  time  .he  fpoke.     He  affured  the  Speaker  be 

would  not  detain  the  Houfe  more  than  five  minutes,  nop 

*'  ^  would  he  fpeak,  as  fome  others  did,  for  flv6  hours ;  for  it 

,  was  plain,  let  who  would  fpeak,  let  whoever  would  be  Borers, 

_  the  right  honourable  Speaker^  from  his  fituation,  ex  ojjcidj 
was  the  Boree.    What  to  make  of  the  new  coalition,  he 

.  knew  not ;  it  appeared  to  hini  to  be  one  of  thefe  flrange 
mixtures  of  an  acid  andean  *alkali,  which,  in  a  chymical 

.preparation,  generally  produce  a  neutral;,  in  fa£^,  he  faid, 

^\t  wa9  like  Herod, and  Pontius  Pilate  mixing  together, 
therefore  having  fo  bad  an  opinion  of  the  two  deicriptioos  of 
men  that  oppofcd  the  peace,  he  ihould  vote  againft  the 
motion. 

It  now  being  pad  three  o^clock,  the  members  were  fo  im- 

.pati^nt  (mr  thc,<]ucfljoo,  that  the  Hpufe  was  in  a  continual 
liproar*     After  k  had  iublidedj  the  Speaker  put  the  queftioo- 
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''  That  the  conceflions  made  to  the  adverlaries  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  faid  Proviiional  Treaty  and  Preliniiiiary 
Arficlesy  are  greater  than  they  were  entitled  to,  eitder  from 
the  a£tual  fituation  of  their  refpefiive  pofleffioos^  or  from 
their  comparative  ftrcngth." 

The  Houfe  divided  about  half  pail  three  o'clock,  whca 
the  numbers  were;  Ayes  207  ;  Noes  190.  Majority  for 
ccnfurinc  the  Terms  of  Peace  ly. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh  then  withdrew  the  motion  relative 
to  the  Loyaiifts,  and  the  Hoofe  adjourned^ 


3^ 


The  following  papers  were  laid  upon  the  table  in  obe- 
dience to  order.  They  were  moved  for  by  Mr.  Fox,  to 
Blew  the  ftate  of  the  navy  at  the  time  of  making  the 
peace. 

AnJkcwnt  of  the  'Number  of  Ships  of  War  %n  €ommi(Jiony  and  of  the 
oeameu  and  Marines  borne  the  31/Z  oflaji  JMonth^  January  1783,  takcm 
from  the  Table. 

Numb.  I.    Ships  of  the  Line. 


Slu'ps  K»mei«                     Commanden.                 e  ,§ 

G 

•* 

§ 

J 

Dead  lioM  Ult 

Rettttiu 

^0 

CO 

s 

Britannia  -v-  108  Capt.  Hill       —      —    —  39 

743 

86 

I2£ 

ViSory   -    —  104  —  ■    Dynqan         —       —  38 

761 

M 

96 

Atlas       -      -  9^  — ^  Yandcput      —       —  35 

684 

70 

89     . 

Blenheim  -    -  90   ■■        A.  Duncati     -—     —  33 

676 

64 

90 

Bacflcur      -    -  i98  Lord    Hood's  flag  ihip  in  3^ 

740 

60 

No  returiu 

North  America    •—    — 

Duke      -      -  98  Capt.  Gardner      —       —  33 

670 

60 

Do. 

Formidable     -  98  Adm.  Pigot^s  flag  Ihip,  Lee- 

.^^ 

ward  iflands        -r-       *—  3  i 

750 

69 

Do. 

Loadon    ^    -  94  Adm.  Rowley's  flag  fbi^  ac 

Jamaica     —      —      —  36 

680 

60 

Do. 

Namur      j^    -  90  Capt.  Fan(ha\r       —       —  3a 

650 

56 

Do. 

Oceaa       ~    «.  90  —  Bowycr         —       —-31 

^80 

64 

7* 

Prince  George    98  Capt.  not  known     —     —  32 

640 

70 

No  return* 

Princcfs  Royal    98  Faulkner      — ^       —  3a  * 

670 

66 

107 

Queen       -     -  9  8  — r—  ponnett        —       —  3  * 

680 

70 

^3 

Sandwich  -    ^90  — —  Frodlhain     —       —   a4 

569 

40 

5  a  guardfliip. 
Union 

Ships  Kn^teit 

Vnion       r  - 

Cambridge  - 

Foudroyant  — 

Gibraltar  —  - 

Frinceft  Amelia 
Koyai  William 

A)ax  —     —  -* 

Alcide      —  — 

AlesAnder  •  ~ 

Alfred      -  - 

Arrogant    -  — 
Bedford    *  -r- 

Bellnna     --  - 

Berwick    —  — 
'Bombay  CaiUe 

Camatic   —  - 

Cott^ueror  ^ 

Courage;^  -^ 

Cumberland  — 

Defence    —  — 

Dublin     -  -. 

Edgar       -  - 

£gmont    -  — 

Elizabeth  -  «- 

Fortitude  -  — 

fame  —  .••  — 

Goliah     --  - 

Ganges     ^  - 

Grafton    -  — 

Hercules  -  — 

Hero  -    —  — 

Heftor      -  - 

Invincible  -  - 

IrrcfilHble  -  - 

Lenox       -  ^ 
Marlborougti  • 

Monarch  -'  > 

Magnificent  — 

St.  Michaef  - 

Pegafe      -  - 

Royal  Oak  • 

Shrcwibury  — 

Suffolk     -  - 

SuUan      ~  - 

Superb      »-  - 


PARLIAMENT  A 

^o  R^r.jf4fp.    HugJ^es's  /J^g, 

80  Cjpt.  §t,e>vart        -F-      ,— r  zl9 
80  Sir  J,  Jarvis  _       ---  j^t 

80  Coip.    Sir   R.   Bickerton*s 

flag  Eaft  Indies    —     —  28 
80  Capi.  Reynolds      —       —  z,6 


R  Y 


84 

♦ 
4 
4 


—  ^3 


Allen 

Charrington    »  «*  20 

Thoapfna      — p-  ▼—  20 

C.  Cotton     —  — 

Dumarefq  .  «»  «p>- 

4.  Cornifli         —  — 

4  .Com-  Sir  £.  Aflcck'9  ftagf 

Weft  Jn<}ic$       —  — 

4  Cajpt.  Onflow         —  — 

4  ■  '       Phipps          —  — 

4  ' Bourmafter    —  — 

4  —  Peyton          —  — 

4  --r- , Balfour         -—  -r 

4  Lor4  Mu!grayc     —  -^ 

4  €apt.  Wl  Allen      —  — 

Newnham     —  — 

Dickfon        —  — 

^otl^am        •—  — 

Fcrgufon      —  -^ 

Kinfmill       —  — 

^ertie           —  — 
WHfon 
%ir^.  Parker 

Fielding        —  —  ip 

4          "  Dougla's        —  *  —  ao 

4  —  Savage          —  —^11 

4  Captain  unknown     >  — *  »a 

Sir  J.  Hamilton  —  10 


4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


10 


?» 

—  20 

—  ao 
~  ai 

—  10 

-^  21 
— •  aa 

—  zt 

—  ao 

—  aa 
-^  ao 

—  ao 

—  aa 

—  »f 

—  aa 


4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


Saxon 

Symonds 

Bennett 

Penric 

Reynolds 

^.  Linaee 


—  *—  aa 

—  —  10 

—  —   «4 

—  —  ao 

-r-       —  ao 

—  —  ao 
Sir  9ba.  Knowlea  —  14 
Berkley  ^^  '  —  ab 
Buckner  —  —  18 
Coflin  —  —  ip 
Str G.Hume  -  —  «a 
Watt    —     —      —I.  19 

4  Adm.  Sir  E.  Hughes's  flag^ 
Eaft  Indies  «-       —  16 


^H    i(6    Nor^r^, 

H9     50     6 »     ' 
6a,Q     47     xoj 


660 

650 
«o 

96 
60 

SO 
70 


7^ 
60 

H 
90 

70 
30 

T 

70 

ao 
70 

30 
60 

66 

80 

00 

47 

61 

73 
86 

4* 

70 


54 
SP 
46 

'3^ 
|6 
30 
34 
30 


No  retiirn. 

Do. 

109 

No  recwB. 

Do. 

64 

No  return* 

Do« 


36    Dp. 

30  po. 
3  a  Do. 
30     46 

—     New  fliip. 
No  rec^n. 

No  re^wn* 
Do. 

43 
3^ 

69 

4^ 

17 

Vo  -rctttrj?. 

34 
63 

3« 

No  return. 

No  rctufn. 

a9 

No  return. 
10  A  new  (hip  fitting  out 
69     16     II  guari!&.ip' 

No  return. 

Do. 

Do. 

At  Gibraltar. 

17 

No  return. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


84 
90 

70 

76 

94 
9P 


3* 
a6 

3* 
3a 

30 
30 
30 
36 

30 
36 
36 
30 

*5 
36 

36 

30 
34 


30 
36 

30 


30 
34 

30 
34 
30 


6  to     3 1     Do. 


Torbiy 


A.  178^. 

Torbay     —  -^74 

Triumi*  •  -  74 

Valiant     —  —  74 

Vengeance  —  74 

Warrior   —  —  74 

Africa      —  —  64 

Agameiftnon  —  64 

America   —  —  64 

Anfoti  ^  -.  64 
Ardent  (prfic)  64 
Ardent  (ne\y)     ^4 

BurCord    -  -  6^ 

Belliqueux  —  64 

Bienfaifant  -^  &4 

Bellcifle    ~  »  64 

Buffalo     -J  —  6<x 

Crown      -  —  64 

Diligtntc  -  -  6» 

I}i£^ator    -^  —  64 

Diadem     —  —  64 

Dunkirk  -'  -  69 

Eagle       -  '--  64 

Europe     —  -^^  €4 

Exeter      -  —  C^4 

InfletiHe  -  <^  64 

Lion  -    -  —  64 

Monarca  —  —  68' 

Monmouth  —  64 

MagAanime  -  64 

Med  way  -^  —  60^ 

Konfuch  -  —  ^4 

Frincdia  -:  -  68^ 

Prudent    -«  *  ^4 

Polyphemus  -  64 

Prothee  «  -  64 
Prince  WilliaAi  64 
Prim^fid^i^rd    «4 


D'    g    S    A    r 

Coihmaoden.  O^ 

Capt.  Giddoit  *-  -^  i^S 

P.  Affleck  .^  ^.  ^o 

GoodhftH  *—  *-  io 

Moutray  -»  —-20 

J.  Symont  —  —  20 

M'Dou|[ai  — >  —  »8 

Caldwdt  -:-  —   18 

S.  Thompfon   -  —  18 

RodAcy  -^  — ^  fi 

Lucis  -:—  -^  ^4 

—  i8 

—  17 

—  <^ 

—  17 

— i  rf8 

—  «3 

—  9 

—  4 

—  tS 

—  f8 

—  a 

—  fl 

—  16 

—  x8 

—  20' 

—  tS 

—  fd 
x8 


t  s. 

Sea.    Mar, 


37» 


&«. 


Panther  - 
Reptilfib  - 
Ruby  •  ^ 
Rippon  -- 
Ksif^naMe  - 
St.  Alhan'l 
Samplbn  ^ 

Sceptre     - 
Scipio       — 

Standkrj  - 


64 
^4 


Rainier  — 

Sutherland  -^ 

Ho^va^^Eh  — • 

Haynei  *— 

Holh)\^ay  — ' 

Ree^c  — . 

Hunt  — 

Pcflew  — 

Name  craied  -i- 

— '^— -  MHPengf  r  — 

UAkiiown    — -  — ^ 

— —  Duckworth  -i- 

UMtAowh     •:—  — - 

Chetwynd  — 

Fo*ulkes  — 

^^Crite    —  — 

Commodbre  Alms    - 

-^—  Wolfcley  — 

Ed'gar    —  — * 

— ^—  Tnifcott  — 
Rear-admhral  DrSke'i 

Weft  Ibdies  — 

Capt.  A.  BarlSley  — 

-^ —  Fyrtch  -^ 

Weft.    —  — 

—  KepV«I  — 

OA-AcK  '— 

Syhionfon  — ^ 


fl«g. 


64 

*4 


Curgeven 
Collins 
— :—  Dorell 
Ldrrf  HeWey 
Capt.  In'glis 
■        HdfrVey 
— =-  Gfeavet 
Afann 
DlckioS 


*4 
16 
16 
16 
t8 
16 
li 

16 
12 
18 
18 

t1 
18 
<8 
s8 


547 
579r 

600 
660 

ii^ 

5*9 

540 

460 
170 

547 

4^6 
490 

^9« 
X96 

24a 

496 

40 
76 
16 
8^ 
36 
6a 

93 
76 

IP     -i- 
63     f4 


10 

47 
47 
36 

4a 
70 

20 

61 

90 

49^ 
78 
60 

49 

70 

496 
510 


36 

3* 
26 

3» 

*4 
22 

26 

20 

2i 

26 
26 

*4 
21 

*4 
17 


«4 
26 

»4 

2t 
26 
I« 

*4 

^4 
28 


24 

*4 
26 

21 

*4 

26 

20 
x6 
20 
20 
18 
20 
20 
18 


»9 

IP 

No  return; 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

17 

NoretuM. 

Ko  r^ora. 
Do. 

7« 
16 

39 

No  re^unu 
Guardlhip/ 
A  new  (hip. ; 
A  new  &ip« 

«9 

No  return. 

39 

No  retura. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Ko  r«arh. 

Fitting. 

No  return* 

Do. 

D04 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

29  gfxard(Hip. 

Fitting. 

No  return. 

Do. 

49 

No  return. 
Do. 

^o  return. 


»9 
a3 


Vigilant 


272 

MgiUnt    -  —  64 

Worccfter  -  -  64 

irarmouth  •  ~  60 


PARLIAMENTARY  A- 1783. 

Commanflcs,  Oifi.     Sea.     Mar.        Dead* 

A.  Douglas     -      —   17.   54^     40      19 


Talbot  —       —  \8 

Fairy     •^-     — .    —  i^ 


S7X     24     No  return. 
537     *o     Do, 


Namb.  II.     Shtps  of  the  Lini,  and  Frigates  above  30  Gunsm 


Adamant  -  -  $0 

Affiftaoce  —  —  50 

Brifto!       -  -  50 

Centurion  -  "-50 

Cato        *  -  50 

Otetham  -  *  50 


Grampus  — 
Ifis     -     - 

Jupiter  -. 
Leinder  - 
Trctton     — 

Portland  - 
RcTJOwn  — 
Romney    — 

Rocrerdam  - 
Saliibury   - 
Trufty       - 
Warwick    - 
Aflurance  - 
Argo  -    - 
A&«o(i .  — 
Diotnede   — 
Dolphin    — 
Endymion  - 
Janus  -     — 
Mediator  - 
Rainbow    — 
Rciil(<ince  - 
Roebuck 
Serapis 
UIyfl"e$ 
Artois, 
.L*AigIc 
Fortunec 
Minerva 
Thetis 
A  retlmta 
Alarm 


s 


-  50 

-  so 

-  50 

-  50 

-  50 

-  50 

-  SO 

-  so 

-  50 

-  50 

-  SO 

-  io 

-  44 

-  44 

-  44 
"  44 

-  44 

-  44 
r-   44 

-  44 

-  44 

-  44 

-  44 

-  -  44 

-  ^  44 

-  -  40 

-  -  40 

-  -  40 

-  -  40 

-  -  40 

-  -  36 

-  -  32 


Capt.  Graves 

J. 'Worth      —  — 

J   Burney     —  — 

W.  Clayton    —  -~ 
Adm.    Sir  Hyde  Parker  to 

the  Eaft  Indies     -7-  — 
Adm.   Digby'f   flag.   New 

York     —        —  — 

Lord  Cranflon        i-«*  — - 

Capt.  Lumley         —  — 

T.  Paiflcy    —  — 

Shirley          -*-  ^- 

Leflic            —  _ 

Ba6lon          —  — 

Henry          —  — • 

Com.  Elliot            —  — 

Capt,  J.KnoivIe     —  — • 

R.  Sutton     —  — 

J.  Bradby      —  — 

K.  Elpiiioflbnc  — 

T-  Swinney    —  — 

T.  Buchart     —  — 

F.  Parry        —  — ' 

T.  Frederick    —  — 

L.  $utton     —  — 

F.  Smith       —  — 

O'Hara          —  — 

J.  LuttrcU     —  — . 

T.  Tiollopc      —  — 

J.  Kinfi         .—  — 

T.  Ordc        —  ..-T- 

C.^,^vcritt    , —  — 

T.  Spry        ,—  — 

Ma^bri^e     7—  •— 

Brunfton       7-7  — ' 

H.  thriftian  —  — • 

T.  Pakcnham  -  — 

— —  J.  Bl»nkct    —  — 

-'  R.  hcarfon'  '  —  — 

C.  Cojipu       —  .-- 


16 

270 

*4 

No  return. 

16 

*63 

18 

Do. 

16 

28P 

*4 

Do.  E.  Indies, 

»s 

230 

'9. 

Do. 

18 

300 

■ 
• 

bo. 

16 

246 

t8 

Do. 

«4 

*59 

16 

8 

16 

26a 

22 

No  return* 

»5 

a39 

»4 

Do. 

«4 

272       i 

10 

Do. 

16 

286      : 

14 

Do, 

t6 

269 

18 

*S 

iS 

276 

18 

*4 

18 

32# 

»4 

18 

16  ^ 

3«7 

18 

No  return. 

18 

26s 

20 

36 

x6 

236 

16 

«9 

«4 

a»5 

18 

^3 

14 

231 

12 

No  return* 

«4 

246 

«4 

Do„ 

>4 

227 

«4 

Do. 

«4 

zso 

12 

Do, 

>4 

241 

14 

bo. 

H 

137 

12 

Do, 

t4 

186     • 

— 

Do. 

16 

246 

1^ 

26 

H 

263 

16 

14 

«4. 

269 

14 

No  ^turn. 

14 

*47 

«4 

19 

10 

X96     - 

— 

J^o  return. 

>4 

267 

«4 

J)o. 

12 

176 

11 

JDTo- 

12 

M7     • 

— 

Do.PriacKA* 

12 

184 

l\ 

Do. 

12 

200     ] 

»4 

:Po. 

12 

,208      ] 

»4 

7 

12 

'  187      : 

»4 

18 

10 

'iH 

lA 

No  return. 

»         ^^ 

itolui 

A.  1783. 

Ships  Kamei. 

.Solus       —  — 

• 

Andromache  7- 

Aftnea      --  - 

Apollo      -  •» 

Amphion  -  — 

A£ktvc     '^  — 

Ambufcade  - 

Amiable    -  — 

Alcmena   —  — 

AroazoB    ^  — 

Bninc        »  ^ 

Cerberus    -  - 

Ceres  -     ^  -,. 

Cleopatra   -  — 

Danae       •»  —  - 

Dxdalus  '—  •> 

Diana        —  — 

Diamoud   —  — 

Emerald    -  - 

Flora  -     -  ^ 

Fox     -     -  -.. 

Hebe   -   —  - 

HermioDc  -  — 

Iphigenia    -  — 

Jafoa   -     -.  -. 

Juno    -     .  .» 

Lacona       —  — 

S.  Lecaodia  — 

Ucom«     -  - 

Monfieur  •*  — 

Mai^garctta  — 

Magicienne  — 

La  Nymphe  »- 

Orpheus    —  — 

Oifeau       -  — 

Phaetos     -  — 

Pallai  -     -  - 

Pcrfcverancc  — 

Profelytc    -  ^ 

Quebec      -  *- 

Stag     •     ^  .k, 

Suceefs      r-  - 

Syrena       -  -i- 

Thalia      -  - 


DEBATE    S. 


.373 


Commanders* 

H.  Collins  ~ 
G.  Byron  — 
M.  Squires  ^— 
C.  Hamilton  «— 
J.  Bardey  — 
T.  M^KcAzie  •« 
A.  Young  -* 
z  Captain  unknown  *— 
a  — —  J,  Douglas   ^•— 

.&.  Bickcrton  — 
J.  Whcate  — ^ 
R.  Hawkins  — 
G.  Murray-  •— 
I?.  Roberts  ^..^ 
T.  Pringle     — 

R.  Edward 

J.  Thorn pfon  — 
W.  Knell  — 
St.  Marfliall  — 
6.  Stonoy  «— 
<5.  Keppcl  — 
T.  Lloyd  — 
P.  Parker  — 
J.  Pigcit  -* 

]•  Montagu  ^*. 
S*  Conway  --— 
C  Hope  — 

S.  Douglas  — 
St.  Kinch  — 
E.^her  <  *^ 
T.  Graves  •-  — 
J.  Ferd  •  — 

C.  Dacres  •— 
H.  Moyd  — 
W.  Walde^rave 
P.  C.  Parker  — 
.H.  Lutwidge  — 
J.  Bourne       — 

C.Mafon 

z  -^-•-.R.  Cooper       — 

2  — —  M.  Pole        

2'  't      '^C.  Carlyon-     —• 
6.  .«-—  R.  Cauldcr   -  — 


Olli.  Sea.  Mar. 


—  10 

—  10 

—  10 
*—  10 
•—  10 
^*  .10 
•r-  »I.O 

—  xo 

>-  «♦ 

— '  la 

•^   xa 

—  xo 

—  10 

—  .10 

»—  10 

_  lo 

—  10 
— .  le 

—  to 
— »  la 
*j.  to 
-^  .10 

—  to 

—  10 
f—  40 

—  .10 

—  fO' 

—  10 

—  10 
*—  10 

—  10 
-••  LO 

*-^  ro 

—♦.10 

10 
10 
10' 
to 

10 

lO' 

10 

to 

.10 


183   t 

179   ' 

t$7   1 

179   1 

i6s   i 

193   1 

164 

1S6   ] 

I9i  J 

167   1 

187   1 

1.94  •] 

167   1 

149  ,1 

167   1 

183   ] 

194   1 

1^9  i 

IQO       1 

L65   1 

181   .1 

117   - 

169   ] 

170 

196  .1 

219    1 

1^4 

Its    ,] 

189   - 

206   1 

260  .] 

x«6  «  1 

209   1 

167.  1 

X70   J 

189   1 

in    1 

1.86  .] 

X69. 

194    1 

i6r  1 

184  1 

Ui    ] 

ro 

149  1 

to 

Dea4. 
Do. 
i6 
No  return. 

No  return.  , 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


No-return. 
Do. 

43 

No  return. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do.; 

26 

No  return. 

Not  fitted. 


No  return. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

16 

No  return. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

«3 

No  return. 

»4 
to 


Vol.  IX. 


C  c  c 


Numb. 


374 


PARLIAMENTARY         A.  1783. 


Numb.  in.     Frigates  under  Thirty  Guns, 


Ships  Nttnei.                      CommaDders. 

Offi.    Sea. 

Mar. 

Albemarle 

-  2S  H.  Nelfon 

..• 

•M   12      1 

184 

10 

Aurora     - 

-^  a8  G.  Campbell 

—. 

—   12      1 

92 

8 

Boreas 

-  28  A.  Montgomery      — 

-*—   II  --] 

r67 

10      17 

Cyclops     - 

-  28  H.  Chriftian 

— 

—   10      1 

[82 

10 

Carysfort  - 

-  28  C.  Peacock 

— 

—   10      \ 

'75 

8 

Charles-town      zi  R.  George 

•« 

•—   10      1 

»93 

10 

Coventry    - 

-  28  A,  Mitchell 

— 

—  10      1 

r76 

.    8       ' 

Enterprise 

-  28  T.  Payne 

— - 

—    lO        ] 

169 

10 

Eurydicc    - 

-  18  W.  Courtney 

— . 

—^10     3 

ns 

6 

Grana 

-  28  G.  Fortefcue 

_ 

—   10      ] 

:67 

la 

Huflar      - 

-  28  F.  Ruifel 

•» 

—  10     1 

[76 

10 

Medea      * 

--  28  E.  Gower 

•— 

••   10      1 

165 

10 

Mercury   • 

*•  28  T.  Sunhope 

— 

-*    lO        J 

n4 

10      t 

Myrmidon 

-  26  T.  Drury 

.— 

—    I'O        1 

[92 

6       4 

Neftor    .  - 

-  28  J.  M'Naraara 

«.• 

—    lO'      1 

162 

8 

•Nemefis     - 

-  28  T.Vaillant 

..1. 

—  10     1 

^57 

10     t4 

l^cckar     - 

-  *8  C.  Carpenter 

— . 

—  10     1 

.63, 

10 

Pcgtfus     -• 

-*  28  J.  Sunhope 

«^ 

—  10-1 

ni 

10 

Pcrfeua     - ' 

-  28  T.  Lorcll 

•i^ 

—  10     ] 

165 

8      14 

Proferpine 

-  2  8  T.  Taylor 

.^ 

—    10        3 

'79 

»4 

Refource    - 

-  28  S.  Rav(ey 

*- 

—   to      ) 

r«7 

12 

Khinoceros 

-  28  B.  Creyk 

«— 

—  la     1 

rBj 

10 

Surprize    - 

-  28  J.  Fergufon 

— . 

—    10       ] 

'37 

10 

Sybil    "     * 

-  2S  M.  Vhlhon 

— 

*-  10     1 

173 

8 

St.  Euiiatia 

-  28  W.  Camgree 

-» 

— ^  10     1 

[71 

10 

Seahorfe    • 

«  26  R.  Montague 

— . 

—  10    '\ 

162 

8 

Tartar      -' 

~  28  G.  Fairfax 

«^ 

—  10     1 

165 

10 

Veftal    .    . 

•  26  W.  Fox 

-i* 

-^  10     1 

'57 

10 

Amphitrite 

«-  24  R.  Biggs*^ 

— 

—  10     1 

t67 

le 

Ariadne-    - 

•*  24  R.  Phiilips 

— 

-p-  10     1 

l$Z 

8 

Bclifarius    - 

•  24  R.  Greaves 

•s,         B^** 

*—  10     J 

'47 

8 

Champion 

*  24  H.  Wells  - 

•* 

—    10-      1 

r36 

8 

Crocodile    - 

-  24  J«  WiliiaflftTon 

•  .«^ 

^—  10     : 

129 

6 

Caroline    - 

^•24  B.  Cockran 

-—   '. 

—  10     1 

'31 

8 

Camilla    - 

—  24  R.  Bourne 

.^ 

—  to      1 

126 

6 

Daphne     -  ' 

-  24  M.  Fortefcue  • 

— 

•  —  .10     1 

104 

< 

Grccnwichi 

-  24.  W.  Daniel- 

• 

— •  10     1 

»46 

to      17 

Garland     *> 

-  24  W.  Cloud 

.— 

—  tp    1 

ri7 

10 

Galatea     - 

-  24  R.  Tukek 

— 

—   to 

96 

Hydra 

-  24  C.  Hockmt     • 

.«* 

—    JO       1 

I7» 

8 

Lively 

-  20  T.  MitcheU 

•. 

~     8      ] 

09 

Narciflus   - 

-«  24  E.  Edwards 

». 

—   10     ] 

[62 

8 

Nymph     - 

-  20  R.  Uillcr 

— . 

—   10      1 

i»4 

6 

Pandora     • 

-  a4  J«  Ingr^is 

*. 

—     8      ] 

108 

to 

Porcupine  - 

-  24  T.  Gibfon 

— 

—     8      1 

ro8 

10 

Dead. 


Proifu* 


A.  1783. 


DEBATES. 


37S 


Shipt  Kamci*  Commaadert. 

PiDtcus     -  —  14  V,  Edwardi  — 

Pyladcs     .  -1411.  Darlcy  — 

Sphynx     -  -  14  R.  Tetl?y  — 

Seaford    -  —  24  F.  Roberts  -^ 

La  Sophia  -  —  M.  Lockic  — 

La  Tricon  —  —  '  — 


Offi. 

Sea. 

Mar. 

8 

»09 

8 

8 

io4 

8 

to8 

8 

8 

104 

8 

8 

98 

.    Pi 

8 

107 

*  1 

Dei4t 


Nrjj  Ships  cmmg  forward^  and  likely  to  he  hunched  by  Aftdfummery  or 

Jhortly  after ^ 


Andromeda 
Bufh     .     - 
Charon 
Crtfccac     • 
Calypfo      .. 
Comet 
Dirc6bor     - 
Europa 
Experiment 
Guardian     1 


32  Liverpool 
20  Sandgatc 
44  Brifiol 
1%  l^urllodon 
20  Limehoufe 
16  Wivenhoc 
64  Graveleiid 
50  Woolwich 
44  £.  Cowcs 
44  Limehoufe 


Heroine     - 

Indefatigable 

Iri» 

Mermaid     - 

Phoenix 

Penelope     - 

Regulus     • 

Rattler 

Stately 

Veteran 


—  32  Bucklcrfand 

—  64  Ditto 

""  3*   Deptford 

—  3z  Woolwich 

—  36  Burfledon 

—  32   Briftol 

—  44  Northam 

—  20  Sandgate 

—  64  Northam 

—  64  £aft  Cowes. 


Numb.  IV,     Sloop%y  tic. 


Shipi  Names. 

Arid      -  - 

Aibacore   -  — 

Anew      -  — 

Atalanta    -  - 

Allegiance  — 

Alert       -  - 

Avenger    -  — 

Alderney   -  — 

Argo    •     •  — 

Antigua     -  — 

AdTicc      -  — 

Bnfiler      -  - 

Bonctta     -  — 

Beaver      -  — 

Badger      -  - 

Beaumont  -  - 

Baracenta    -  - 

Bull  Dog    -  - 

Cormorant  ^ 

CanieleoQ    •  — 

Chafer      -  - 


*     Commanders. 

1.6  R*  Fabrue 

it 

6 


4 

4 

4 
6 

6 


Total  CompUm. 
— — —      1  26 


A .  Grbbesr 
P.  Brett 

D.  Phips 
W.  Miller 
A.  Scot 
T.  Glaflbrd 
Unknown 
F.  Barron 

E.  Williams 
T.  Cade 
T.  Keates 

4  J.  Pcvton 

4  R.  Hill 
E-  Sheperd 
A.  Otway 
T.  Smcllic 
J.  Malcombc 
—  Bailey 

8  T.Pary    -   ■ 


»3* 
119 

108 

116 

1 10 

110 

116 

104 

X04 

104 

X08 

io4 

106 

^08 

xeS 

96 

87 
lift 

114 

109 


Dead. 

9 

'No  return. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do." 

10 

No  return. 

7 


Ccc 


No  return. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Fitting. 

No  return. 

Do. 

Do. 

»  Cygne 


376 

Shipi  Nairct* 

Cvgnet      -  - 

Childcrs  -  - 
Due  de  Chartrcs 
Due  d'Eftillac 

Drake        -»  - 

Diagon     -  - 

L'Klpion    -  — 

Echo    -     .  - 

Experinient  - 

Kxpedttion  -« 

Fairy    -     -  — 

Fiy     -      -  - 

)'ortune     -  — 

Fury     -     -  — 

Flirt     -     -  - 

Falcon      -  — 

Flying  Fifti  - 

Germain  •»  —' 
^^▼uav  Ti-Quin 

Griffin       -  - 

Hound       -  — 

Hornet      -  — 

llelena      -  - 

Hannibal   -  * 

Infpcfbor  -  •- 
Independence 

Jamaica     -  — 

Jackall      -  - 

Kite     -     -  - 

I.ark    -     .  - 

I«ynx    -     •  - 

Liibume    -  — 

Lively       -  — 

Merlin     -  - 

Alentor     -  — 

Martine     •  — 

Mutine     -  — 

Monkey     -  — 

Kympli     -  - 

Nimble     •  - 

Oicftcs      -  «• 

Otter       -  - 

Py  lades     -  — 

Porcupine  -  — 

pelican      •  — 

Pacahunta  — 

Pigmy      .  ~ 


PARLIAMENTARf^ 


Comnandersv 

8  F.  BafterviUe    "    — 
6  D.  Mackey 
6  C.  Purvin 
6  T.Lake 
6  C.  Dixon 


.      A.- 1 78-3. 

Total  Complem.        Dead. 
-*'•' —     114    Do. 


6  T.  Shivers 
6  G.  Colquit 
6  E.  Herbut 
6  R,  Hogcrfon 
6  W,.  Jco         - 
<>  T.  Kellv-     ' 
4  F^  Grcviflfe 
4  T.  CabeU 
4  N.  lirunion 
4  T-.  Iking%vay 
4  T.M'Dougal 
6  T.  Ball 
6  li*  Hulke 
4  T.  Cooke 
8  U.  White 
6  T.  Findlay 
6  G.  Cadman 
6  G.  Reeves 
6  W.  Heath 
4  Unknown 
6  M.  Dixon 
4  D.  Dobrcy 

4  Unknown 
6  A.  Givot 

6  T.  Norman 
6  T.  Delken 
6  T.  Slander 

5  G.  Lumldain 

6  B.  Hicker 
4  T.  Spqrkcr 
4  T.  Hill 

4  B.  Calot 
4  R.  Hilts 
4  G.  Brav 
6  T.  Bowcn  , 

4  El.  Harvey 

5  1%.  Darby 

6  T.  Gibblon 
6  £•  Bo\^atcr 
4  U.  Draper 

4  W.  Mitchell 
4 


- .  < , 


no  Dft. 
114  Do. 
no-    Do. 


46 
no 

no 
108 

«H 

87 
for 
»oo 
106 
108 
106 
109* 
ri« 
109 
103 
108 
105 
1*07 
100 
116 

96 
10$ 
)o8 

1.09 

«»♦ 

87 
109 

120 
116 
108 
to6 
106 
no 
104 

116 

105 
n6 
108 
108 
10$ 
106 


fitting. 

No  return. 

6 

No  return. 

Do. 

7 

4      - 

No  return. 


No  return. 
Do. 


8 

No  return. 

iz 


No  return. 
X4    - 


No  return. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

*4 

10 

7 

S 

No  return. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Polecat 


A.  i>8j.* 

Ships  Namet. 

Polecat      -  - 

Pilotc       .  - 

Placcntia  -  7* 
Port  Antoni^ 
Prince  £4war4 
Port  Mot^ubK 

Pclicaa     •>  — 

Raven       -  — 

RacchorXe  •  — 

Ranger     -  — 

Keyoard     -  - 

Recovery    -  — " 

Rambler    •  - 

Refolution  - 

Swift    -     .  - 

Scourge     -  — 

SpecdweU    -  - 

Shark      -  - 

Savage      -  — 

Stormont    -  ^ 

Star    .      -  - 

Scout    •>     •  — 

SjKcdy      -  — 

St.  John    -  — 

Subfiitute    -  - 

Spriglttly    -  - 

Sultana     •  — 

Surprize     -  — 

St.  Philips  - 

Termagant  - 

Trimmer  •  — 

Tobago     -  — 

Tickler     -  — 

Thofa      -  - 

True  Briton  - 

Vaughaa    -  — 

Viaor       -  -' 

Vulture     -  — 

Viper      -  — 

W?fp      -  - 

Zebra      -  — 

Zephyr     -  — 


D   £    BATES. 


sn 


Coaunanderst 


4  T,  Napier 
4  S.  Lynn 
4  R.  Andc«ws 
14,  T.  Ricd  . 
4,  R.  Symondt. 
4  P.  Jephfon 
4  B.  Whitkcld 
8  J.  Weller 
8  J.  Wnllcr 
6  B.  Walker 
6  Unknown 
8  J.  Spearing 
6  J.  George 
6  T.Pellew 
6  G.Maitland 
6  J.  Smith 
6  T.  Pync 
6  J.  Mattland 
6  £.  Crawley 
4  C.  Cobh. 
4  N*  Ingrgm 
4  B.  Ellis 
4  J,  Yonge 
4  K.  Milbanke 
4  D.  Fan  court 
4  J,  Swan 
4  B.  Williams 
4  W.  Be  van 
4  J.  Barker 
8  C.  Stirling  . 
8  J.  Hun( 
8  H.  Martin    . 
6  W.  Drury 
6  H.  Ellis 
4  F.  Lovcday 
6  D.  Stowe 
F.  Freeman 
W.  Grinds 
R.  Bridgcn 


6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


Total  CompUffl* 

109 
105 
to4 
107 

104 

108 

7a 

86 
06 
08 
06 
00 
00 

to 

o^ 

09 
04 

10 

08 

10 

10 

00 

00 
0]» 
00 

•    ♦ 

V4 

!4 

06 

06 

04 

00 

00' 

00 

94 

00 


Dead. 


E.  LongrofF 
—  T.  C.  Hills 


- 

- 

• 

% 

• 

• 

1 

■ 

• 

— 

• 

« 

^ 

«i 

■ 

1 

■ 

* 

' 

-* 

r 

- 

• 

« 

\, 

•         tf 

Do. 

7 

No  return*. 

bo. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.  ' 

II 

WeA  Indies^ 

Do. 

Do. 

«4 

5 

No  retttfn* 

4 

No  m^m^r. 

Do.. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

No  rcWTO^ 
Do. 
Do.     . 

y    .  ■  .' 
s    . 

No  r<tura» 
Do. 


*  *     ^  t    « 


*»i 


Do. 

Do.* 
Do. 

s  ■     '  '  . 
No  renmr.* 

Do. 

Do. 


Fining. 
08     No  return* 
10     10 


Ftn-SHps 


3)« 


PARLIAMENTARY        A.  1783, 


'Fire-Ships  and'Bomit. 


Aleflo       •      -     -  12  Butfcr 

Pluto     -     -     -     -  1 8  J.  Mofle 

Blaft     -     -      -     -  12  PctcrFon 
Combuftion     •       -  12  M'Lellan 

Spitfire      •      -     —  to  Moftyn 
Sulphur'    -      -     -  to  Loflack 

Furnace     - '    -      -     8  J.  Wright 
Harpy    -     -     -     -  io  S.  J.' Barclay 
Incendiary      -      -  10  JTyortefou 
Infernal     v      -     -  ip  J.Alcas, jun. 

Tifiphonc  -     -      -  10  Sandys 
Volcano'     -      -     -     8  Temple 
Vcfuvius     -     -     -  10  Allen 
Terror     -       -      -  10  Eflfelton. 

Xrightning   -     -     —  10  J.  He  wit 

The  crews  of  thefe  ihip^alCtf  very  frequently,  but  they  are  taken  at  a  medium 
of  8»  men  each,  officers,  &c«.included.: 


Arfttid  SbipSy  Store^Sbipi^  Armed  Tranfports^  and  ^thir  Vejpls  hired  hy 
GH>ernmentp  of  wbhh^  or  they  are  Jitud  by  the  Aiertbants,  there  are  no 
Returns  to  the  Admiralty. 


Achilles    m  •  ^ 

Berwick     -  -  - 

Britannia    •  •  — 

Bountiful    -  -  — 

Canceauz    -  -  - 

ComwaUls  '  -  -« 

Fortune     -  •  - 

Harriet      -  -  - 

Merchant   •  •  - 

Mackwortfa  -  — 

I^ady  MackXvorth  - 

Tonoife     -  -  - 

Whitby     .  .  - 


18  Duncan 
18  Prideauz 
»o  Wilfon 
loTait    " 
10  T.  Schank 
18  Archer 
16  Brown 
20  Stephcnfon 
ao  'Oakley 
20  Donne 
20  Ellis 
1 6  Serocold 


Manilla 
Minerva     •> 
Profperity    - 
Provident    - 
Pondichcrry 
Porpoifc     - 
Racker 
Refolution 
Queen 
SatisfafHon 
Sally     -      • 
Williams    - 
Yarmouth  - 


-     —  18  Slmpfon 

There  is  n(^  particular  account  pf  the  fmall  cutters,  flop 
they  vary  fo  mucb»  nor  of  the  fchooners  in  America  or  the 
afe  h[w9^iin^d\iQ^^Tg^^  at  occalion  requires. 


-  tS  Robins 

-18  Bruere 

-  iS  Turner 
-18  Thorpe       , 

-  18   Grove 

-  1$  Allen 

-  18  Thomibn 

-  16  Huflard 
•^  to  Sinclair 
«-  to  Barker 

-  16  Jackfon 
*•  s6  Cordcry 
«  16   ■ 

(loops,  or  yachts,  as 
Well  Indies,  «hich 


.\ 


.  >  • ' 


Numb. 


A.  1783. 


D  E  B  A  T.:B:  S.: 


379 


Nnmb.  V.     DJl  of  Ships  in  OrtSnaij  an  the  tyk  ^  Aiarcb^ 

1782. 

[This  paper  was  laid  oii  the  table  on  the  motion  of  Mr« 
Bullcr.] 


7    - 


t 


Shipf. 

f  Achilles 

*  Albion    * 
Boync      * 

*  Elizabeth 

*  Egmont    •    - 
Effcx      -      - 
Firmc     - 
Grafton     -     - 

*  Hcftor     -     - 
Kent   .     .     - 

t  Modcftc   -     - 
Neptune  *     - 

*  Prince  Edward 

*  Prince  of  Wales 
l*Princefs  Amelia. 

*  Princefs  Royal 

*  Pegafe      •      - 

*  Royal.WiUiam 
t*Ruby      -      - 

*  Suffolk    -     - 
t  St.  Anne 

*  Triumph  ,.,  - 

*  Trident,    -     - 

t  Terocrairc  - 

*  Vengeance  - 
t  Antelope  -  - 

*  Saliibury 

t  Launcenon    - 
Amazon    -     - 

*  Brunc      -     - 

*  Boreas     -  -    ' 
Clinton    -  - 
Delaware 
Mars   -    -  - 
Milford    .  - 
Niger 
Providence  - 


Com*  Portty  Wi6  up,  Jlec* 

»>  60  .  Porttmouthy  as  a  hntk 

*>  74  In  dock,  repairing- 

-  7p  Plymouth,  for  floret 
«  74  PortfmQuthy  repairing 

-  74  Plymouth,  ditto       *; 

-  64  Ordinary,  Portfnloiith 
.  60  .Ditto,  ditta 

•  74  Portfmouth,  .repairing 

-  74  Ditto 

-  74  Ordinary,  Plynu>uth 

-  64  Pfifon-fnip,  PortfnK>odi*harboiir 
«  90  Ordinary,  ditto 

•  60  Repairing,.  Chatham 
74  Ditto,  ditto 

80  Ditto,  Portfmouth 

-  98  Ditto,  Chatham 

-  74  Ditto,.  PortfmoDt]b 

-  80  Ditto,  ditto - 

-  64  .Ditto,  ditto  ,  . 

-  74  Ditto,  Plymouth 

-  64  Ordinary,  Plymouth 

-  74  Repairing,  Chatham 

•  64  Ditto,  Portfmouth 

-  74  Floating  battery,  Plymouth 
^  74  "Repiairing,  Portfmouth 

-  50  At  Woolwich,  a  hulk 

-  50  Repairing,  Plymouth 

-  40  Ordinary,  ditto 

-  3Z  Plymouth,  repairing 

•  32  Woolwich,  ditto 
-28  Ditto,  ditto 

-  32  Dittp,  ordinary 

-  32  Deptford,  repairing 

-  32  Chatham,  ditto 

-  28  portfmouth,  ordinary 
"  32  Chatham,  repairing 

m  ^2  PlyltX9utb,  ordinary^ 

Raleigh 


ffio 


PARLTAMET^TARY 


Mr.I>im. 


Bhipt. 

Sapphire  . 

Tbame?^ 

Venus 

♦  Camilla    « 
i"  Galatea    < 

*  Hound'    • 
^  Ranger 

Sherborne 

Cabot  '  - 

Favourite 

^toa  bomb 

Cartafe  ditto 

Ex  ploiix>n  firer ftiip 

Chatham  yacht 

PortfmoQtli  ditto 

^tyknottth  ditto 

Augufta  ditto 

Royal  Cterfoite  ditto 


G 

-38 

-  30 

-  3^ 

-  20 

-  20 
.18 

-  t6 

-  16 

.16 


Portfy  lai4  upi  &c, 

PortifMUtdi  ordinary  .  r  /  . 
Hplk  at  Sheerneft 
Ordinary,  ditto 
Repairing,  ditto 
Ditto,  ditto 
Ordinaty,  ditto 
Repairing,  Deptford 
Ordinary,  Sheerneft 
Ordinary,  Deptford 
Ditto,  Woolwich 
Ditto,  Pprtimoutb 
Ditto,  ditto 
Dittb,  ditto 
Ditto,  Plymouth 

At  their  refpeftivc  ports,  forufc 
as  occafion  requfres 


Deptfori^  ordinary 
Repairing,  ditto 
*  The  ihips  with  tki«  mark  have  aU  been  luice  brought 
iforward,  andare  now  in  comcdiffionr,  or  juftf^id  oiFincofl- 
(equence  of  tlie  peace.' ;     ' 

I  With  thiii  mark  are  now  abroad  on  foreign  fervice* 
t  Thus,  are  condemned  as  unfit  for- any  repair. 
4  Thus,  havcbeeti  fm^x  fdlil,. 

•  "T 

\   .  "  -  -  . 

Fikimu>y  24*  - 

Vlr.  Duncmnhe  prcfcntcd  the  Yorklbire  petition,  an  im- 
mepfe  volume  of  parchmcfnt,  for  a  more  equal  repreftotaiion 
of  the  people  in  Parliament,  JHe  laid,  that  ft  was  figned  by 
ten  thouand  .freeholders  of  the  county  of  York  j  a  number 
greater  by  1700  than  the  petition  contained,"  which  was  lent 
to  that  Houfe  a  few  years  ago,  praying  for  oeconomy  in  the 
expenditure  of  .the  public  money  :  over  againft  the  name  of 
each  of  the  petitioners  was  a  cdlumn,  containing  the  name  of 
the  freehold,  in  right  of  which  each  had  ligned  the  petition 
as  a  freeholder.  He  theii  launched  into  a  panegyric  of  K^r. 
Pitt,  who  had  undertaken  to  bring  the  ftate  oT  r^prc(cDtation 
before  Parliament ;  and  cenfured  L«ord  North  Tot  having  dc- 
clared  himfelf  an  enemy  to  reformation  on  that  qncftion ; 
and  faid  that  it  would  be  with  reluftance  that  he  fliould  fup- 
port  an  adminiftration  of  Vfhicb  that  noble  Lord  {hould  form 

a  part. 

^  Mr. 
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Mr*  Burh  wifhed  the  honourable  member  had  waited  til}  Mr.Burlte. 
that  noble  Lord  had  been  prefent,  before  he  attacked  him  for 
his  Tentiments  on  the  queftion  or  meafure  which  the  petitioQ  > 
was  calculated  to  promote  :  the  noble  Lord  had  not>  in  fa£l, 
faid  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  reformation  ;  but  he  had  faid^ 
that  he  was  an  enemy  to  any  alteration  in  the  conftitution  of 
this  country.  As  to  the  fupport  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber faid  he  would  relufiantly  give  to  any  adminiftration  of 
which  the  noble  Lord  fhould  form  a  parr,  he  would  only 
fay^  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  ought  never  to  be  given  or 
withheld  on  account  of  men,  but  of  meafures  :  the  honoura- 
ble member,  however,  Teemed  to  think  differently ;  for  he 
was  refolved  to  coniider  men>  and  not  meafures :  now,  for 
his  own  part,  he  would  fay,  that,  in  general,  it  was  with 
rel usance  that  government  Ought  to  be  oppofed,  and  that 
the  meafure  (hould  call  forth  ftpport,  even  where  the  men 
were  difliked  ;  and  no  government  fhoiild  ever  have  his  fup*^ 
port,  whofe  meafures  ihould  not  be  fuch  as  would  make  even 
the  moft  reluAant  give  them  the  ftrongeft  fupport :  fuch  ad 
adminiftration,  he  hoped,  would  be  the  refult  of  the  arrange- 
ments now  carrying  on  ;  for  the  country  flood  in*  need  of  » 
flrong  adminiftration,  and  a  fteady  fupport. 

Mr.  Duncombe  replied  ;  he  faid  that  he  had  not  d reaped  a  Mr.  Dun* 
iingfe  expreffion  of  the  noble  Lord  in  his  abfence,  which  he  «Makc. 
would  not  have  ufed  if  he  had  been  prefent :  he  might  have 
been  in<brre£^  in  the  choice  of  the  word  reluftance,  with 
refpeft  to  fupporting  an  adminiftration  of  which  the  noble 
Lord  fhould  be  a  member ;  lie  would  therefore  mend  it,  and 
fay,  that  he  never  would  give  any  fupport  to  fuch  an  admi- 
ntftratton ;  and  in  thus  fpeaking  of  that  noble  Lord,  he  wifh- 
ed to  have  it  thought  that  it  was  the  meafure  he  had  in  view 
rather  than  the  man  :  for  from  paft  meafures  he  judged  what 
the  noble  Lord  was  capable  of;  and  thence  he  concluded^ 
that  he  would  a£l  in  future  as  he  had  for  the  paft  ;  and  there- 
fore, if  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  man,  it  was  on  account  of 
his  meafures,  for  the  meafures  iBew  the  man. 

Mr.  fV.  Stanhope  exprcffed  his  furprife  at  feeing  an  ho-  Mr.  w. 
nourable  gentleman  ftand-up  the  defender  of  a  noble  Lord,  SuaJ^upc. 
whom  that  very  member  had  more  than  once  declared  to  be 
a  fit  objeft  for  impeachment ;  and  againfl  whom  he  once 
Went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  he  had  a;i  impeachment  ready 
drawn  in  his  pocket.  He  next  fpoke  of  the  petition,  and 
laid  it  was  fupported  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county, 
and  frgoed  even  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  6f  his  Majefty's 
forces  in  that  diflri£l,  who  is  ^  freeholder  of  the  county. 

Vol.  IX.  D  d  d  The 
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The  petition  was  brought  up,  read^  aod  ordered  to  lie 
lipon  the  table. 

Sir  Charles  Turner  brought  up  a  pethion  to  the  fame  cflFeft 
from  the  corporation  of  the  city  or  York.  He  faid,  that  ia 
the  infirm  {late  in  which  hethen  ftood,  nothing  but  a  matter 
of  fuch  magnitude  as  was  the  fuhje£t  of  the  petition  could 
have  brought  him  down  to  the  HouCb.  The  petition  was  of 
as  aftonifhine  a  nature  as  a  coalition^  which  had  taken  place 
in  that  Houfe  between  two  parties,  that  had  been  as  oppofite 
in  their  principles'  as  could  weU  have  been  conceived,  Ths 
great  and  opulent  gentlemen,  inhabitants  pf  York,  bad  for 
centuries  paft  been  endeavouring  to  break  the  power  of  the 
corporation  of  that  city,  or  at  Icafl  to  deflroy  the  monopoly 
of  franchifes  which  the  latter  enjoyed  to  the  exclufion  of  the 
/ormcr.  The  corporation  had  refifted  them  hitherto  with 
fucccfs ;  but  now  on  a  fudden,  feeling  how  partially  the  peo- 
ple were  reprefcntcd  in  Parliament,  were  dcfirous,  by  a  ftrange 
turn  or  revolution  of  affairs,  to  abridge  their  own  power^ 
and  admit  a  great-  number  to  a  participation  of  their  privi- 
leges :  this  revolution  might  ht  faid  to  make  the  corporaiioa 
felo  de  fe :  they  were  now  come  to.  Parliament  to  pray  for 
that  enlaFgement  of  franchife  which  they  had  fo  longrefift* 
ed,  during  a  conteft  which,  had  almoft  ruined  a  great  part  of 
the  gentry  in  and  about  York,  among  others,  fome  of  bis 
own  anceftors.  The  petitioa  was  read  and.  laid  upon  th^ 
table. 

Lord  Nepjhavcn-  informed'  the  Houfe,  that  certain  evcnti 

having  lately  taken  place,  he  would  defer  the  motion  he  in- 

Lord  New.  tended  to  make  this  day,  for  copies  of  inftruSions  fentto 

haven.       gjj.  Q^y  Carletoo,  for  jxegociating  with  Congrcfs.  for  peace 

between  this  country  and  America. 

After  this,  a  motion  for  adjourning  till  to-roorrow  was 
put  and  carried,  tliough  it  .Was  generally  undcrftood  before 
the  motion  was  made,  that  the  Houfe  would  adjourn  for  a 
week,  in  order  to  afford  time  for  the  neceliary  arrangtroents 
of  the  new  admlnlftration*^ 

Fehrwxry  25. 

t»rya  War.      Thc  Secretary  eit  fp^ar  gave  notice,  that  on  Friday  or  Mon- 
day next,  he  would  move  thai  the  irciiiaining  eftimatcs  of  the 

cx- 

*  After  the  aivifioti  on  the  11  ft,  the  kingdom  continued  f6rfc7eTz\ 
weeks  in  a  ftatc of  grc»t  diforder ;  no  new 'adfriiniftnitioa  was  appoint- 
ed, antlthe  negotiations  for  power  were^  tkrougK.the  ftveral  conjuao 
tioi^  of  parties,  cariied  on  with  much  violence  and  animofity« 


A.  1783*      '       ^    t    B    A   T    E    B,  383 

extraordinariet  of  tht  army  Ihoald  be  referred  to  the  con>- 
mittec  of  fnpply. 

The  Lord  jidvocate  faid,  he  was  going  tp  make  a  motion,  The  Lord 
which  he  trufted  the  Houfe  would  not  think  unneceffary  pr  Advociu. 
improper ;  it  was,  "  that  the  Houfe,  at  its  riling,  Ihould 
adjourn  to  Friday  next  j*'  it  was  not  unknown  to  gentlemen 
that  arrangements  were  now  making  for  a  new  adminiftra* 
tion;  and  it  would  be  but  proper  that  the  Houfe  fhould  ac)- 
journ  over  a  few  days,  in  order  to  afford  time  for  completing 
the  arrangements  :  he  concluded  by  making  the  motion. 

Earl  Nugent  oppofed  it ;  he  faid,  that  a  bill  of  the  greatest  Earl  Nu- 
importance  relative  to  Ireland  was  to  be  referred  to  a  com-  '"*' 
mittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to-morrow,  and  gentlemen  mti^ 
ice  the  impropriety  of  pjatting  off  a  buiioels  afFe£ling  fo 
materially  to  great  a  part  of  the  empire,  merely  that  minif- 
tertal  arrangements  might  be  made,  when  the  bill  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  minifters ;  it  was  the  great  work  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England. 

•Tlic  Lord  Advocate  declared  himfelf  a  friend  to  the  ad-  "The  Lord 
joarnment  for  the  very  reafon  that  moved  the  noble  Lord  to  ^^*^*^*' 
oppofe  it ;  the  bill  to  which  he  alluded  was  of  too  great  a 
magnitude  to  be  agitated  during  whit  he  might  call  a  minif- 
terial  interregnum ;  if  was'  a  bill  that  •  ought  to  have  the 
marked  countenance  and  fupport  .of  adminiftratioh. 

Earl  Nugent  replied,  that  there  was  nothing  farther  from  ^^^  Nu« 
bis  wifk  than  that  the  .bill  ihould  be  carried  through  Parlia-  ^^^' 
ment  by  miniflerial  influence ;  nothing  could  do  more  ho- 
nour to  this  natioQ,  or  give  more  fatisfaftion  to  Ireland, 
than  that  the  bill  fhould  originate,  and  be  carried  through  in 
a  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  England,  that  the 
bill  was  founded  in  juilice,  policy,  and  equity  :  the  people  of 
Ireland  could  have  but  little  reafon  to  deem  the  bill  a  fecurity 
to  their  conftitution,  if  they  fhould  be  by  any  means  led  to 
think  that  it  had  been  carried  by  the  influence  of  adtninif- 
tration,  againft  the  wifhes  of  the  people  :  nothing  could  fa* 
tisfy  the  people  of  Ireland  but  the  idea,  that  the  people  oF 
England  with  one  voice  agreed  to  th^  paiEng  of  this  bill, 
from  a  conviflion  that  it  wasr  fit  it  fhould  be  paffed,  and 
without  being  biaiTed  in  their  judgment  by  aiiDifterial  infio* 
ence;  it  was  not  upon  floating  adminiilration»  that  ftability 
could  be  founded  ;  and  therefore  it  was  to  the  people  of  £n<^ 
gland,  not  to  miniflers,  that  Ireland  appealed  ;  and  the  peo« 
pie  of  England  reprefented  by  that  Ho^fe,  could  alone  give 
permanency  to  mcafures  ;  they  never  could  deiive  it  from 
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the  inCecrxKt  tenor  of  minifterid  influence  ;  minifiers  bad  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  bufinefs;  the  people  were  cobcerncd, 
and  their  reprefentatives  in  thatHouie  might  therefore  pro- 
ceed with  the  bill  without  giving  themTelves  any  trouble 
about  roinifters ;  he  cared  not  who  were,  or  who  were  not 
minifters ;  he  was  under  no  obligation  either  to  thofe  who 
were  in,  or  to  thofe  who,  from  report,  he  underilood  were 
likely  to  be  their  fuccelTors ;  the  bill  concerned  the  nation ; 
and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who  were  moft  inti* 
inately  concerned  in  it,  ought  to  proceed  in  their  own  bufi- 
nefs  without  waiting  for  minifterial  arrangements;  for  if 
they  did,  an  idea  might  go  forth,  which  ought  to  be  crulhed, 
that  the  -bill  was  to  be  fupported  by  the  influence  of  admi* 
niftration. 
Crnenl  General  Smhb  faid,  that  very  little  had  been  done  in  the 

""  •  bufinefs  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  for  the  laft  fortnight ;  he 
therefore  wifhed  that  the  Houfe  would  not  adjourn,  but  fuf- 
fer  the  private  buiinefs  to  be  carried  on.  The  Houie  at  laft 
divided  on  the  motion,  when  their  appeared,  for  it  49, 
againft  it  37;  majority  for  the  adjournment  12. 

Counfcl  were  then  called  to  the  bar  to  be  heard  on  Sir 
Thomas  Rumbold's  bill ;  and  after  proceeding  for  fome  time 
in  it,  the  Houfe  adjourned  to  Friday. 

February  a8. 

The$ecre-       The  Secretary  at  JVaer  ftated,  that  i,3OO,O00l.  having  been 
^^'^''^•'•alrcady  voted  on  eftimates  for  the  extraordinaries  of  the 
^rmy,  there  ftill  remained  i,6i6,oool.  to  be  voted;  fo  that 
the  whole  of  the  extraordinaries  would  amount  to  npvCards 
of  2,900,oooK    This,  he  faid,  was  a  confiderablc  fnm  ;•  but 
he  had  the  pleafure  to  inform  the  committee,  that  it  was  lefs 
by  8oo,oool.  than  the  eftimates  for  the  fame  fervicc  for  the 
year  1781  ;  this  was  a  faving  to  fo  prodigious  an  amount, 
\\\2X  he  was  furc  the  comniittee  muft  feel  infinite  fatisfaftion 
•at  the  cipcumftance.  He  concluded  by  moving  for  i,6i6,oooL 
The  motion  pafTed  without  any  debate,  and  the  Houfe  was 
immediately  refumed. 
Mr.  Burke.      Mr.  Burkt  then  faid,  that  in  order  to  eftablifh  many  fafts, 
on  the  knowledge  of  which  he  had  grounded  his  bill,  for  ex- 
plaining the  aft  relative  to  the  regulation  of  the  Pay-office,  it 
would  be  necciTary  to  order  Mr.  Bambridge  of  that  office  to 
attend  the  Houfe  :  but  this  he  would  not  do,  unlefs  he  IhouW 
be  informed,  that  Government  intendedtoobjcft  to  tfae'prin- 

-4  cipk 
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ciple  of  the  bill ;  vpoo  this  point,  thcrtfore,  be  wiihed  fomt 
perfob  in  office  would  give  him  fome  infbrinstioa. 

The  Secretary  at  fVar  faid,  that  be  believed  the  principle  TheSccre* 
would  not  be  objefted  to;  but  ftill  there  were  parts  ih  the  tuyatWar. 
bill,   which  in  his  opioioD  were  objectionable,  atid  whick 
might  be  amended  in  the  committee. 

Mr,  Burke  being  fatisfied  with  this,  moved,  that  an  oixler  Ifi,  Buifct. 
ihould  be  made  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  on  a  future 
day.     This  bufinefs  being  concluded, 

Lord  Afoitland  obfeived,  that  a  few  days  ago,  when  an  Lor^Mait- 
adjourocnent  for  feveral  da)rs  was  moved,  it  was  faid,  that  ^^ 
fuch  an  adjournment  would  be  very  proper,  that  there  might 
be  time  for  forming  arrangements,  in  confequence  of  the  re* 
treat  of  the  Firft  Lord  o£  the  Treafury  from  his  Majefty's 
councils  :  if  that  noble  Lord  bad  withdrawn  him&lf,  or  in* 
tended  fo  to  do,  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  expeft  that  fome 
reafon  ihould  be  given  wbv  a  fucceUor  had  not  vet  been  ap» 
pointed  :  he  faw  then  in  nis  place  the  learned  Lord  who 
moved  the  adjournment ;  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  learned 
Lord  would  give  the  Houfe  fatisfa£tion  on  that  head. 

The  L&rJ  Achocatij  notwithftanding  this  perfonal  appeal,  '^*  ^^^ 
fat  fiknt ;  and  Lord  Maiiland,  not  receiving  any  anfwer,  ^*^•*•^• 
proceeded  no  farther. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  Houfe  Mh  fitu 
fliould  refblve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  meant, 
in  which  he  moved,  that  a  fum  hot  exceeding  one  mitlion 
fierling  be  raifed  on  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  redeemed  out  of 
the  firft  aids  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  the  year  1784.  The 
motion  paflfed  without  any  oppofition.  The  Houfe  waathea 
refumed,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  in 
his  bill  for  aboHlhing  certain  iinccure  and  patent  places  in 
the  cuftoms,  and  for  making, compenfation  for  tbofe  who 
might  fufFer  by  the  abolition  of  fuch  places.  The  bill  was 
read  for  the  firft  time/ 

Mr.  Rurfy  obfervcd  upon  it,  that  he  would  not  fpeak  dt»  Mr.Bwk*. 
reftly  to  the  merits  of  .the  bill  in  the  prefentftagip  of  it  y 
but  this  much  he  thought  he  was  at  liberty  to  iay/  that  on 
^e  prefeot  view^  he  was  no  friend  to  the  idea  of  reformat 
tion  which  this  bill  held. out ;  he  was  afraid  that  it  would 
dcfiroy  thofe  counterbalances,  which  every  .ftate  ought  to 
have  within  itfelf,  againft  the  preponderancy  of  any  particu-  1  ,r 
lar  branch  of  government. 

The  Chancellor  tfthe  Emhfquet  exprefled  a.wifbtbat  the  de^  Mr.  Ret, 
l>ate,  which  would  regularly  uke^  place^  on  the  iecood  rcad- 
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iag'oF  tfab  billmjght  ttoiht  anticipated.     An  brder  was  made 
that  it  fhould  be  printer];  and  aootber,  that  it  (hould  be  read 
*      .    ""  a  reload  time  on  Monday  fbrtnij^t. 

.      .    He  next  informed  the  Honfc  that  he  had  a  fiibjeft  to  fpeaik 
Opoo,  which  was  of  the  greateft  confequence  ;  and  on  which 
he  intended  to  ground  a  motion  or  two^  towhicfa^  he  believed, 
tiiere  coutd  be  no  oppoiition  :  <IuTing  the  fhort  tioie  he  had 
been  in  office,  he  had  difcovered  that  fums  to  a  very  greit 
amount  had  been  ifTued  from  the  Exchequer  to  poblic  ac- 
countants, for  the  expenditnre  of  which,  no  accouAt  what- 
'    £ver  had  been  given  ;  and  what  was  inoftiurprifing,  £bme  of 
'riiefe  fnms  had' been  ifliied  fo  f^r  back  as  during  the  laft  war  : 
it  was  poffifa&c  chat  the  vouchers  for  the  expendituce  of  the 
greateft  part  of  this  money  nnght  be  in  being  ;.  it  was  poffible 
they  might  not;  at  all  events,  it  was  proper  that  an  accoaot 
ihottld  be  givqa  to  the  public,  to  inform  them  how  their  mo- 
npyfaadbeen  expcndctfl;.  previousy  therefore,  to  any  proceed- 
ing on  this  head,  and  in  order  to  put  the  Houfe  in  pofleifiop 
of  the  fafii  relating  to  it,  heiwoijhl  move  for  accounts  ot  all 
fums  ilSicd  to  public  accountants  for  the  laft  tweiiljr*foar 
.years;  and  alio  for  an  account  of  the  balances  remaining  in 
(the  ban^s  offuch  accountants  or  their  reprefentativcs*— 
Having  moved  for  thefe  papers,  he  fat  down,  and 

%•  f«Hfl»»  Mr.  Eurke  iniqiediatcly  rofc,  to  alk  whether  thefe  motions 
.were  intended  to  extend  to  foch  accountants  as  had  made  oat 
aheir  acoMiivts } 

Uu  Pitt.  '  The  CianceUor  of  the  Exebequir  iiiid,  that  he  had  no  other 
9ob}e£t  in  view,  than  to  make  thofe  account,  who  hitherto  had 
^ivea  m  w  abroont  wbatfoevcr ;  and  he  mt^t  no  dpabc  but 
ahd  Hoafe  woqid  be  greatty-  furprtfed  indeed,  when  they 
Ihould  hear  that  tbefums  for  which  not  a  fingle  voucher  bd 
fVftfc  been  produced,  amounted)  to  the  enormous-Turn  of  iifty 
vnillions  fterling! 

Bfr.  Burke.      Mr.  Burke  faid,  that  this  was  truly  a  furprifing  pi^cf  of 
'    !    liifoinniation;  it  was,  however,  fome  jponfolation  to  hear  thac 

ahere  •were  £f ty  mrlliods  of  money,  for  which  the  public  had 
ictates  upcMi  their  acco«intaats:>  he  was,  afraid,  how^rvcr^ 
that  4ach  "a  i«itn  was  too  ioinicnfe  to  be  recovered ;  it  'vonlA 
lbeM(c«he  mi raculoos  draught  of  fifh,  whidi  was  infinitely 
(greater  than  the  boats  and  £(hermcn  could  bear* 
Mr.  Pitt.  '  ThcChauceMcr  rftie  fxviiQffir  hoped  that  an  idea  woolfl 
not  go  abroad,  that  he  had  faid  tl^ne  wevo  fifty  millions  i^ 
..::.  tb.th«  pabtic  V  all  Echad  &id  was,  that  fuch  a  fum  bad  been 
liToedfsoinitheEacchefu^ri  aiui.tha|i^ac<^Qal  whatever  bad 

ever 
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ever  beW  giireft  jfl  there  of  the  expendilave  d£  it ;  pcrbapf 
the  wfaoifr  wa3  fairly,  juftly^  nnd  honeHly  expcnM,,  aDd  thai 
YOQcfacrs  might  be  produced  to  prove  it ;  all  heime^t  there-* 
fore  for  th^  prefent  was,  that  the  dcco^maats  fltoulid  be  made 
to  product  their  vouchers;  and  that  lucfa  iheaHirrs  «n\ght  bt 
aclopteil,  as  to  prevent  accounts  from  beii^  ^  l6ng  with* 
held  in  fucurc«  The  motion  palTcd  withontany  farther  coo^ 
verfation.  •  i 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  rofe  uexti  in  order  to-  fay  a  few  words  Ewlof  Sv« 
on  a  fubje^  which  .greatly  concerned  the  commerce  of  the  "J^* 
nation  at  large.     He  undcrftooJ  that  t«ry  large  orders  had 
been  fent  down  to  the  great  mahufa£lariiig  towDa,  forgoods     • 
to  be  embarked  for  America,  and  the   London  warehoufes^ 
were  full  of  them ;  but  they  could  not  be  e^mbsirkedy  on  ac- 
count of  certain  prohibitory  laws,  whidi  would  make  them 
liable  to  confifcation.     A  right  honourable^entleinan  (Mr. 
Pitt)  had  promifed,  fome  time  ago,  to  bring  ia  a  bill  to  re* 
peal^hofe  laws  ^  why  he  had  not  kept  his  prbmife,  he  was 
not  able  to  guefs  ^  but  if  he  (hould  not  how  be  informed 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  bring  in  his  bill 
on  Monday,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Houfe  ought  not  to 
wait  2Lfij  longer,  but  order  fome  other  member  to.  bring  in 
fuch  a  bill ;  becaufc,  if  it  was  apy  longer  delayed,  the  Ame- 
rican market  might  be  foreftalled  from  other  countries,  to 
the  very  great  detriment  of  England.  * 

The  ChameHpr  of  the  Exchequer  aflured  the  nobk  Lord  that  Mr.  Pitt, 
he  had  the  matter  ^o  which  he  alluded,  as  near  at  heart  as 
any  man ;  and  that  he  beiicTed  no  man  could  have  it  too 
near  his  heart :  the  bill  of  which  the  noble  Lord  had  fpoken^ 
was  drawn  np,  and  haclbeen  laid  before  the  law  ofiicers  of 
the  Crown,  to  be  rcvifed  by  them ;  and  he  beliered  there 
was  not  a  doubt  but  he  ihould  be  able  to  bring  it  in  on 
Monday  next. 

The  Solicitvr  General  confirmed  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  £ud  Solicitor- 
relative  to  the  bill }  it  had  been  put  in  his  hands,  and  into  ^'**"** 
thofe  of  the  Attorney  General  for  their  perufal ;  and  was 
drawn  up  fo  as  to  open  the  commerce  of  America,  and  fet 
it  upon  the  befl:  pofiible  footing :  the  bill,  however*  was  to 
be  only  for  a  time,  until  a  proper  commercial  ind  permanent 
fyftem  could  be  eftabliihed. 

Lord  BeoMcbamp  faid  there  was  another  point  of  very  grreat  Lord  Beau- 
importance^  whidb  required  the  immediate  attention  of  go-  ^**»»»P« 
vemment  i  the  produce  of  the  three  iflandfi  of  St  Kitt's,  St. 
Vincent's,  and  Dominica,  was  noir  upon  the  footing  of  the 

produce 
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prcHiacc  of  all  foreign  countries)  with  rcfpcA  to  the  duties 
payable  at  our  cuftom-houfes :  but  a^  thefe  iflands  were  now 
to  he  reftored  to  us  by  the  peace,  it  wa$  but  juft,  that  the 
planters  ihould  be  on  the  fame  footing,  with  thofe  of  Ja* 
naica,  or  the  other  Britiih  iflands ;  and  tha;t  their  fagars, 
fcc»  ihould  be  fubje£l  to  fuch  duties  only,  as  were  impofed 
on  the  fame  commodities  from  Jamaica:  if  government 
Ihould  think  with  him  on  this  fubje£l,  minifters  could  not 
be  too  expeditious  in  taking  meafures  accordingly,  as  veflels 
from  thcfe  iflands.  Were  probably  now,  or  foon  would  be 
on  their  way  to  England. 
Mr.  Pitt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  entirely  with  the 
noble  Lord  on  the  propriety  ot  placing  the  produce  of  the 
three  iHands  he  had  mentioned,  with  that  of  Jamaica ;  and 
'  government  would  therefore  propofe  the   proper  meafures 

for  that  end.    Here  ended  the  various  converfations  of  the 
day,  which  were  concluded  by  a  motion   of  the  Lord  AH- 
'     vocate,  for  calling  in  the  counfel  for  and  againft  Sir  Thomas 
Rumbold'5  bill. 

March  3. 

StKitms  «t      The  Setretarj  at  IVar  moved  that  eftimates  for  the  ordl- 
^"'  nary  expences  of  the  army,  ihould  be  referred  to  a  com- 

mittee of  fupply. .  ^ 

^J^'  Mr.  D.  Hartley  faid  he  would  oppofe  the  motion,  as  far 

as  it  related  to  the  eftiipates  of  the  German  troops  s  for  he 
found  that  though  the  cftimatcs  for  the  reft  of  the  land 
forces  were  for  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
days  pay,  to  which  he  had  not  the  leaft  objedion,  yet  thofe 
fcr  the  Germans  were  for  a  whole  year :  this  he  would  there- 
fore oppofe,  becaufe  be  was  apprehenfive  that  America 
^  would  be  alarmed,  and  begin  to  entertam  fufpicions,  that 
England  intended  to  renew  the  war,  by  keeping  the  Ger- 
mans in  pay  for  fo  much  longer  time  than  was  neceflary. 
From  the  treaty  with  the  Prince  of  HeflTc,  he  underftood 
that  his  troops  were  to  be  paid  by  England,  till  they  ihali 
have  entered  the  frontiers  of  his  dominions,  and  for  one 
itt&ntb  after ;  now,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  very 
fttfhcient  for  Parliament  to  vote  them  pay  for  fix  months, 
and  not  for  the  whole  year ;  by  which  means  all  groiwd  « 
jealoufy  on  the  part  of  America  would  be  rcrootcd.  No 
member  fpoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hartley  ;  the  qucftjoa  "^^ 
immediately  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided,  merely  became 
Mr.  Hartley  infiftcd  that  he  would  toke  the  fcnfe  of  the 

Houfc. 
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Hottfc.     Ayes,.  185;  noes,  10.    Majority  for  rrfcrring tlic 
German  eiUmtttcs,  as  well  as  the  others  to  the  Committee^ 

'75- 
l*he  Hoafe  then  went  into  a  Cohimittee  of  Supply,  Mr. 

Ord  in  th^  chair,  and 

1  he  Secretary  at  H^ar  ftated  the  different  defcriptions  of  Secretary  « 
corps  iq  the  army,  and  the  fums  neceffary  for  their  fubfift*  ^*'' 
encc  for  lai  dayss  but  ftating  the  whole  year's  pay  for  the 
Germans^  dating  for  the  whole  army,  from  the  24th  of 
December  laft.  He  faid  the  number  of  men  voted  for  the 
land  fervice  laft  year,  amounted  to  186,220;  but  as  the 
IndependeiU  companies,  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  raifed 
in  1780,  had  not  been  completed,  they  had  been  taken  off 
the  eftablifliment,  by  which  redu^ion  there  would  be  fewer 
men  by  nind  or^en  thoufand  to  provide  for  this  year,  than 
there  were  ]aft  year;  but  as  four  regiments  had  been  lent 
by  Ireland  to  England,  and  which  were  put  oir  the  Engliih 
cllabliftiment,  the  faring  would  be  for  the  prefent  year  of 
the  pay  of  between-  five  and  &c  tlioufand  men.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  that  tlie  following  fums  be  granted  for 
the  following  Services.  ^ 

4s6,904h  i^.  pd.  for  guards  and  garrifons, 

3X0,6i3l.  i6s.  6d.  for  troops  in  the  plantations* 

15,96x1.  17s.  2d.  to  defray  the  ezpence  of  Britifh  ftaff  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  days. 

15,0741.  I09,  for  one  hundred  and.  twenty-one  days  pay 
to  the  King's  troops,  ferving  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

The  pay  of  thefe  laft  troops  is  by  z(k  of  Parliament  to  be 
reimhurfed  to  the  public  by  the  Company. 

1 65,41 81.  JOS.  ditto  for  militia,  and  four  fencible  regi- 
ments in  North  Britain.  * 

41,1401.  16s.  2d«  ditto  for  the  four  regiments  from  Ire- 
land. 

25,126!.  3$.  id.  ditto  for  provincial  corps  in  North  Ame- 
rica. 

9697191,  78.  lid.  for  Chelfea College, 

28,oi7lviis*  ol  for  the  Hanoverians  in  garrifon  at  Gib- 
raltar. 

367,%03l.  99.  lod.  for  the  Heilian?, 

65,1521.  I2s«  8|d.  for  the  troops  of  Hanau, 

36,7471.  ditto  of  Brunfwick, 

1,7491*  ris.  3d.  ditto  of  Waldcck. 

5 i,50iK  19s.  3d,  ditto  of  Brandenburgh, 

23,81 9K  14s.  2id^  ditto  Anhalt  Delft, 

1  otal  for  foreign  troogs,  647,146!.  is.  3d. 
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A  comrevfauoo  took  phce  muk  refpeft  to  the  Orqyincial 
corps  in  North  Amtrica,  which  the  Secretary  at  War  faid 
were  to  be  put  on  the  efiabliflunem.  This  did  not  meet  the 
approbatioo  of  Sir  P.  J.  Gierke,  becaofe  the  ofiicers  in  thcfe 
corps,  he  faid,  would  thus  become  entitled  to  rank  in  the 
iarroy,  and  tohalfpay. 

Mr.  Secretary  ITnwj/hMj  faid,  that  it  was  but  jaft  that 
thofe  men  ihould  have  half  pay  who  had  fooght  our  battlet, 
and  lifcjued  life  and  fortune  for  us  in  the  prelent  war.  There 
were  only  three  of  thefe  corps;  Colonel  Tarleton*s,  Colooel 
Simcoe*s,  and  Colonel  Fanning'i ;  the  laft  of  thefe  gentle* 
men  had  fenred  fiooe  the  year  1757,  M  the  head  of  fourdif* 
ferent  regioients* 

General  Smiib  law  one  inconvenience  in  the  buiinefs ;  for 
he  thought  Colonel  Humberftonc*s  and  Cotooel  Fulicrton't 
fegiments  noir  ferving  in  India,  were  equally  entitled  to  the 
cftaUifhment ;  and  that  therefore  all  or  none  ought  to  be  pat 
upon  it. 

Mr*  J>avid  Hariby  fpolce  again  about  the  Germans,  and 
faid,  that  he  believed  he  (hould  move  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
King  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  New  York,  as  there  wai 
not  now  any  adminiftration  in  the  country  to  pledge  them* 
ielves  that  they  (houU  foon  be  withdrawn^  and  new  mi- 
niftcrs  might  be  inclined  to  renew  the  war. 

Mr.  Secretary  Ttwi^he^d  hoped  the  honourable  member 
would  do  no  fuch  thing ;  for  u  it  would  bk  impoiBble  to  lell 
precifely  at  what  time  it  would  be  convenient  to  withdraw 
the  troops,  they  certainly  would  be  withdrawn  as  ibon  ai 
poffible ;  «id  from  the  moment  the  Preliminaries  were  figoed, 
he  took  the  neceflary  meafures  for  preparing  the  wav  for  die 
jreturn  of  the  troops ;  but  when  gentlemeu  ftcollcfied  what 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  tonnage  of  Ihippinff  it  would  reeoire 
to  bring  home  fo  large  an  army«  artillerv,  ftores,  &c.  and  the 
Loyalifts  and  their  families,  they  would  fee  how  difficult  it 
was  to  fav  when  New  York  could  be  evacuated. 

The  Cbancelhr  rf  the  Exebefuer  faid,  that  there  was  no 
other  defire  in  his  breaft,  than  that  it  (hould  be  evacuated  as 
.  foon  as  poffible ;  but  in  the  fituation  in  whidi  he  and  his 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Tt  Townlbend^  then  ftood»  gentle. 
;men  muft  fee  that  they  could  not  pledge  themfelves  for  die 
time  when  the  troops  fhovid  be  witUrawn. 

Mn  SherUan  observed,  that  the  evacuation  of  that  phce 

muft,  he  prefomed^  be  the  work  bf  time  j  for  he  fuppofed 

the  troops  wer^  noc  10  b^  withd^wni  w(il  America  iho^^^ 

4  l^>^« 
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ban  fulflied  the  conditioiif  relatiTC  to  the  Loyaliftg  1  Yiz« 
that  profecntioiit  Aoold  ceafe^  and  fuch  Lojalifta  as  were  in  1 
coofioeoient  fhoald  be  releaied  after  the  figning  of  the  treaty, 
which  he  fiippofed  meant  die,  definitive  treaty.  He  (aid  he 
could  ventvre  to  declare  for  thofe  who  might  be  thought 
likely  to  cdtne  into  office,  that  they  had  not  the  rood  diftant 
idea  of  renewing  the  war  in  America.  The  refolutions  were 
all  agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe  was  refamed ;  when 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefeored  ft  btU  for 
making  provilional  regulations  for  opening  ftd  intercourfe 
with  America. 

The  faiU  was  read  once,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Afarcb  4* 

Mr.  OrJk  brought  up  the  report  from  the  committee  of  Mr.  Oratf- 
fupply  on  the  army  eftimatcs.    On  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
refolutions,  a  converfation  took  place  relative  to  the  Ame** 
rican  provincial  corps* 

^\T  P.  J.  Ckrki  exprelTed  diflatisfadion  at  the  idea  of  sir  p.  j. 
putting  them  on  the  cftablifliroent,  which  would  of  courft  ^^^^ 
not  only  give  them  half-pay,  but  rank  in  the  army^  to  the 
Fcjadice  of  fo  many  of  our  own  officers  who  had  deferved 
well  of  the  public ;  £>  that  fome  of  the  provincial  officers 
would  ibon  be  promoted  to  the  ftafF  over  the  heads  of  many 
Coloflels.  and  we  might  poffibly  foon  hear  of  a  Major- 
general  Simcoe,  though  at  prefent  that  gentleman  has  o^ 
rank  in  England. 

The  Sicrrtwj  at  War  was  furprifed  that  any  oppoiitlon  to  Tht  Seen- 
the  placing  of  the  provincial  regiments  jfhould  be  n>ade9  by  t»fytiW*w 
thole  who  had  always  argued  that  they  ought  to  have  been ' 
put  upon  the  eftablifhment;  becaufe,  until  that  even^  Ihould 
take  place,  they  could  not  be  faid  to  be  known  to  Parlia* 
^cot.    Thefe  troops^  once  on  the  eftablilhment,  the  officers 
would  of  courfe  become  entitled  to  rank  and  half«pay ;  and 
as  the  nation  would  be  under  the  neceffity  of  making  a  pro« 
^ifion  for  thefe  gallant  Loyalifts,  her  thought  balf-pay  much 
n^ore  decent,  and  much  more  eligible  than  a  penfion.     At 
to  the  idea  of  Colonel  Simcoe  being  made  a  Major-f  ^nciral^ 
^^  believed  that  when  fuch  an  event  fhould  take  niace,  the 
army  i^ould  not  be  difpleafcd  at  it ;  for  a  better  Major-ge- 
AeriJ,  a  more  deferving  officer,  or  a  better  man,  be  did  aoi 
Wicve  was  b  the  fcrvicc. 

E  e  c  2  Mr. 
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Mr.HuiTey.  JVIr.  Hnffiy  had  only:  one  ohjc£tion  to  their* bciog  entitled 
to  rank ;'  it  was  this,  there  were  Tome  regiments  raifed  under 
the  exprei^  condition  that  ihis  officers  fliould  not  have  rank 
or  half-pay^  after  their  corps  fhould  be  dl{ban<f^.  He  de- 
fired  therefor^,  to  be  informed,  whether  the  ptaciog  of  the 
provincial  corps  on  the  eftabiimment  was  to  be  made  a  pre-  ^ 
cedent  for  dc^ipg  the  fame,  with  the  regiments  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  contrary  to  tl^e  conditions  under  which  they  had 
been  r^^ifed?-  *         , 

ThcSccre-       Hlht  ^ccrtiax^  at  TFar  {^id^  there  was.no  intention  what- 
taryatWar.  gygj.  jQ  p[j^^g  the  latter  on  the  cftablifiiment ;  the  conditioos 
under  which  they  were  rai&d  would  be  a. bar  to  the  pre- 
cedent. 
General  General  Smltb^id  not  oljjeft  to  the  half-pay,  but  folcly  to 

Smith.        Y2Li\k  bcinp;  given  to  the  provincial  regiments ;  unjefs  i;  fhould 
•  •'  ''befaW,  Hhit  Vvhen  they  were  raifed  it  was  ftipulatcd  that 
they  ftiould"havc  rank.        ' 
TheSecre-    -  The  Secretary  at  fVar  faid,.  that  they  had  always  laid  claim 
tar/ at  War.  ^^  x^^\^y  and  looked  for  it. 

Mr.  Cc<>.    ^  i  Mr.  George  Onjhw  oppofed  the  rank,  and  moved  that  the 
Onflcrw?     -'rtfpltotion  relntiyc-  to  th«'  proVihcial  rcgiinenti  fhould  be  rc- 

cdmtttitted;  j   * 

Sir  Cecil      .  Sir  CecH  JVray  fecoftded  the  niotioo,  and  exprefTed  furprize 
^"y*        that  fo  extraordinary  a  favour  as  rank  fliould  be  conferred  on 

the  Loya^ifls. 

Mr.Hufrey.  "  Mr.  Ifujp!^  vtas -fliocked  that  inconfiftcncy  fhould  fo  far 

find   its  wayiifrto.  that  Houfe,    as  that  gentlemen  fhould 

,on  one  day  complain  that  too  little  had  been  done  for  the 

-  *  -"      'Loyalifls,  and  on  another  find  fault  that  too  much  was  done 

•■    '^    foPtbem*;  ■  • 

-The  Hbuie  divided  at  laft  on  the  motion  for  re-commit- 
ting  the  r^fbllitioni  Ayes  37  ;  noes  76.  Majority  againft 
rc-cOmmitting,  and  consequently  for  giving  rank  to  the  pro* 
Vinci al  corps,  39. 

Thc.refolution  for  voting  the  pay  of  the  foreign  troops 
Mr.  David   fbr  a  year  was  read  twice,  and  oppofed  again  by  Mr.  Dai^id 
Hartley,      Hartley'^  On  prccifely  the  fame  grounds  on  which  he  oppolcd 
it  yeflcrday ;  jind  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity to.  vote  the  pay  to  the  30th  of  September,  or  31ft  of 
Oftober,  he  moved  that  the  refolution  be  re-committed. 
Sir  Cecil      -  Sir  Cecil  f Fray  fcconded  the  motion,  which  he  faid  was 
^'*^*         fee  more  necelTary  as  he  had  heard  it  faid  ycfterday,  that  the 
troops  were  to  be  kept  at  New  York  till  the  conditions  of 

the  Provifional  Treaty  fhould  have"  been  fulfilled;  or,  in 

otiicr 
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other  .ftKwd^  .'to  enforce  thofe  coDdifioos,  This,  he  faiJ^ 
would  produce  a  new  war ;-  fofe*  he  was  convinced  that  Ante* 
rica  M^ld  not  (Proceed  &0  fulfil  thefe  conditions,  while  we 
kid  an  army  in  America. 

7  he  Cimnceiicr  pf  theExcbe^uer  replied,  thai  whatever  the  Mr.  Pitt, 
hoaoorable  member  might  have  heard  yefterday,  he  had  not 
beafid  hiqi  (M^**  Pitt)^  or  any  other  pecfon  on  his  lide  the  * 

Houfe,  lay  that  the  troops  were  to  be  kept  in  America  for 
any  hoflik  pvkrppfe.  He  was  fure  that  tfaofe  who  were  at 
prefent  in  office  did  not  entertain  any  fuch.idea,  and  her: 
believed  it  was  exploded  by  every  man  in. every  part  of  the' 
Houfe.  But  it  was  imp6flible  to  tell  by  what  precife  time 
tbc|rmy  could  be  recalled  ;  it  was  enough  to  aiTure  the  Hoiife, 
that  not  a  moment's  unnecellary  delay  would  be  ufed  in 
bringiag  ihcm  home.  The  uncertainty  when  that  tvent 
ihould  take  place,  was  the  only  realbn  for  moving  for  the* 
whole  year's  pay;  and  this  mode  appeared  to. him  the  more 
eligible,  as  it  would  pi^event  any  fum  from  being  carried 
overto  the  extraordinaries  of  next  year,  which  would  have 
been  the  cafe,  if  only  iix  months  pay,  for  inflance,  had  been 
voted;  for  if  the  German  troops  Ihould  not  reach  home  till' 
after  the  expiration  ^f  eight  or  nine  months,  then  the  Crown 
woald  have  been  obliged  to  provide  for  them  the  extra  time,' 
aod  would  of  courfe  aall  upon  Parliament  in  the  next  fefTiou 
to  be  reimburfed,  under  the  head  of  Extraordinary  Services 
not  provided  for  by  Parliament.  He  wifhcd  that  every 
thing  (hould,  as  far  as  it  was  pollible,  be  voted  on  eflimate  ; 
and  that  the  executive  power  Ihould  have  as  little  op- 
iX)rtuDity  as  could  be  tp  fpend  the  public  money,  without 
the  previous  knowledge  and  fanflion  of  Parliament;  and  fo 
niach  bad  he  this  fubjeft  at  heart,  that  had  the  war  gone  on, 
and  be  had  remained  in  office,  it  was  his>  intention  to  have 
brought  almoft  every  part  of  the  fcrvice  into  an  eflimate, 
foas  to  provide  at  once  for  ordinaries  and  extraordinaries. 

Lord  North  was  fure  that  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  LordNwrth. 
Houfa  who  could  havq  the  moft  diftant  idea  of  employing 
the  troops  in  America  on  any  hoftile  purpofe.  'I'hc  war 
^^s  at  an  end,  and  therefore  ihefe  troops  could  have  no 
farther  employment  there.  They  muft  be  brought  home, 
^nd  that  too  as  fpeedtly  as  poffible.  With  refpcd  to  the  re* 
foluiioD,  gentlemen  would*  recollcft  that  it  was  not  for 
voiitiga  fumof  money  to  the  Prince  of  HelTc,  but  to  the 
Crawn,  who  would  pay  to  the  Prince  all.  that'  he  fliould  l>c 
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entitled  to  uader  the  tretty ;  and  the  ererplos  wowMy  no 
doubt,  be  accoaoted  for  to  ParUanieot. 

Colonel  Hartiej  faid,  it  did  not  look  at  if  Miniftate  ni« 
tended  to  bring  home  the  troops,  or  Government  wooM  noc 
be  every  day  paying  off  tranfports,  at  had  been  the  cafe  for 
fome  time  paft,  inftead  of  hiring*  more. 

Mr«  Brat  f:cplied9  that  00  tranfportt  bad  beea  paid  off, 
but  fuch  as  had  been  found  unferviceable. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  the  motion  for  reeommitting  the 
reiblution,  and  it  paCed  in  the  negative  without  a  divifion. 
The  refdutions  of  the  report  were  then  aU  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

The  Lord  jtdvacate  {why  that  on  account  of  the  circort,  the 
couniel.for  the  bill  againft  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  cpold  not 
attend  after  this  day  for  ibme  time,  and  therefore  moved, 
that  the  further  hearing  on  the  faid  bill  be  adjourned  to  the 
31ft  of  March. 

Mr.  Baker  dcfired  to  know  if  the  Iclrned  Lord  was  ierious 
in  his  intention  to  carry  the  bufineft  on  fo  fpeedity,  as  thii 
the  Lords  might  have  an  opportunity  to  go  through  with  it, 
before  the  end  of  the  feffion. 

The  Lord  Jdvuate  was  hurt  at  a  queftion  that  feemed  to 
infinuate  that  he  was  not  ferious ;  he  declared  he  had  been 
ferious  from  the  beginning  ;  was  ftill  feriousi  and  would  con- 
tinue To  till  he  fhould  have  brought  the  bofmefi  to  a  cooclo- 
lion,  without  the  finalleft  unnecciiary  delay.  A  converft- 
tion  of  about  ten  minutes  enfued,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that 
the  motion  for  the  adjournment  fliould  pafs.  The  Houfe 
having  nothing  more  to  do,  adjourned  till  to-morrow* 

March  5. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  the 
bill  for  iecuring  to  Ireland  the  cxchifive  right  of  legiflaturr 
and  judicature,  was  called  for,  and  read. 

^lr.  Percivmi  faid,  that,  before  the  Speaker  lefk  the  chair, 
he  would  juft  take  the  opportunity  to  fay,  that  as  the  claulc 
which  he  bad  a  few  days  agp  eatpreffed  his  intention  to  have 
inferted  in  the  bill,  for  iecuring  to  Ireland  criminal  as  well  as 
civil  judicature,  did  not  appear  to  meet  the  general  concur- 
rence  of  the  Houfe,  he  did  not  mean  to  prefs  it,  becaofe  bf 
wiihed  that  nothing  (hould  be  proposed  which  (hould  not  pals 
unanimouily. 

Lord  NiUfhaven,  however,  thought  the  claufe  neccflary, 
and  therefore  be  movcd^  that  it  bosjm  inilrudtion  to  thecom- 
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mitteey  thtt  they  ha? e  power  to  receive  a  daafe,  that  no  tre;t* 
foos,  mifprifion  of  trcafons^  or  other  offences,  committed, 
or  to  be  committed,  in  Ireland,  (hall  be  enquired  of,  heard, 
or  determined,  within  this  realm.  His  Lordihip  at  the  fame 
time,  was  ferry  that  the  bill  was  thus  brought  forward  at  a 
time  when  there  was  no  government  in  this  country ;  it 
might  have  been  delayed  a  few  days,  until  a  government 
(hould  have  been  formed  ;  as  it  was  not  ^fo  very  proper  to 
briog  on  fo  important  a  bufinefs  at  a  crifis  fo  very  extra*  . 
ordinary. 

Earl  Nugent  oppoied  the  motion  :  he  faid,  there  was  more  EaH  n». 
difficulty  in  the  cafe  than  the  noble  Lord  was  poflibly  aware  "V*^* 
of;  for  as  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII.  was  the  aft  under  which 
this  coantrj  claimed  to  try  perfons  in  England  for  treafons, 
&c.  committed  in  Ireland,  that  claim  was  fupported  by  an 
Iri(h  aft  of  Parliament,  which  paiTed  about  feven  years  af- 
ter, and  which  recited  verbatim  the  35th  of  Henry  VHK 
loading,  that  it  (hould  be  accepted  as  a  ftatute  of  the  realm 
of  Ireland  :  now  the  claufe  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord  could 
not  place  Ireland  out  of  the  operation  of  the  35th  of  Henry 
VIII.  without  repealing  an  Irifh  Aatute,  which  he  knew 
the  aoUe  Lord  would  not  attempt  to  do  in  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Herherty  in  corroboration  of  what  Lord  Nugent  had  ^^r  R«« 
f»d  of  the  exifteoce  of  an  Irifh  aft  adopting  the  35tfa  of  ^'^* 
Henry  Vllt,  as  an  Irifh  law,  read  the  law  itlelf  from  a  pa- 
per which  he  held  in  bis  hand. 

Mr.  IV.  Grenville  faid,  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  give  ^'-^r, 
any  oppofition  to  a  claufe,  which  had  for  objeft  to  fecurc  to  '^^'*^"*" 
Ireland  an  exclufive  judicature  ;  but  ftill  he  would  wi(h  the 
noble  Lord  would  withdraw  his  motion ;  for  though  he  would 
Botoppofe  it,  if  it  (hould  be  urged,  fVill  he  did  not  think  it 
ncceiTary  :  the  Irifh  ftatute  that  had  been  read,  ftated  in  the 
preamble,  that  doubts  had  arifen  whether  the  35th  of  Henry 
VIII.  extended  to  Ireland  ;  this  (hewed  that  the  claim  of 
Irelaod  to  an  independent  iegrllature  was  not  new  ;  and  the 
idopttng  of  an  Englifh  ftatute  by  an  Irifh  aft,  was  a  plain 
proof  that  Ireland  did  not  at  that  time  think  herfelf  bound 
^1  l^ngUfh  afts.  Irtland  had  lately  afTerted  her  claim  to  the 
rights  of  a  difltnft  and  independent  kingdom,  independent, 
^(  leaft,  on  any  legillature  but  her  own ;  this  claim  had  been 
admitted  by  Kngland ;  and  having  a  iupreme  judicature  of 
her  own^  the  criminal  jarifdift ion  was  neceflarily  annexed 
to  it, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Perci-        Mr.  Perclval  faid,  that  tliou^i  he  had  declined  making  the 

^^^  motion  he  had  promifed,  and  which  had  iince  been  made  by 

the  noble  Lord,  he  had  heard  nothing  to  coflTJnce  him,  that 
the  motion  was  cither  improper  or  unneceiTarv :  the  Irifh  aft, 
quoted  on  this  occafion,  made  -nothifig  agamft  it;  for  that 
aft  went  no  farther  than  to  adopt  the  35th  of  Henry  Vlll. 
Now  it  was  well  known,  that  long  before  the  35tK  of  that 
King,  many  perfons  had  been  brought  to  Englatid  from  Irc- 
lai.d,  and  tried  and  punifhed  in  the  former,  for  crimes  com* 
mitted  in  the  latter.  Therefore  as  the  claims  of  England  on 
.this  head,  were  long  antecedent  to  the  35th  of  Henry  Vllf. 
fo  fhe  might  ftill  keep  them  up,  unlefs  thofe  claims  ihould  be 
def\royed  by. a  fpecific  aft,  or  clabfe. 

Mr»Ed€D.  Mr.  E(bn  did  not  mean  to  give  any  oppofition  to  the  prin- 
ciple or  fpirit  of  the  bill;  but  certainly  there  was  room  for  ob- 
'  jeftingto  the  wording  of  a  claufe,  which  declared  that  the 
right  of  deciding  in  appeal  from  Ireland,  had  never  been  in 
this  kingdom,  but  had  always  been  in.  Ireland:  this  wa^  a 
declaration  not  founded  in  faft  ;  for  England  bad  enjoyed  this 
right  undifturbed  for  ages. 

pTd  New-  Lord  Ncwhaven  faid  he  would  not  prefs  bis  motion  upon 
the  Houfc  for  the  pfefcnt;  but  he  begged  it  might  be  under" 
flood  that  as  be  was  not  convinced  that  his  motion  w?.$  im- 
proper, lb  he  did  not  mean  that  by  withdrawing  it,  he  ihould 
be  precluded  from  taking  up,  at  fome  future  period,  the  bu- 
fine  s  of  the  criminarjurifdiftion. 

The  Houfc  then  went  into  a  committee  on  the  bill,  Mr. 
Nevil  in  the  chair,  borne  alterations  were  propbfed  in  the 
wording  of  the  bill ;  and  no  objeftion  was  given  to  any 
claufe. 

flTlin^^*^'  Lord  Beauchamp  h\6^  there  was  one  word  which  ftnick 
him  as  improper  :  in  fpeaking  of  the  rights  of  Ireland,  the 
bill  made  ufc  of  the  words  eftablifh  and  enaft  :  now,  as  ia 
hisopinion  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to 
cftablifh  her  rights,  fo  it  was  the  peculiar  duty  of  the  Englifti 
Parliament  to  recognize  thcrii;  he  would  therefore  move  to 
leave  out  the  word  eftalilifh,  and  fubftitute  in  its  ftcad  the 
word  recognifc ;  but  if  the  amendment  fhould  not  rocct 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  not  prefs  it.  He  could  not, 
however,  refrain  from  expreifing  his  furprifc,  that  a  bill  of 
fo  great  importance  (hould  lie  brought  on,  when" the  couoery 
^•as  entirely  without  a  government;    he  aikcd,    if  it  wai 

brojglit  on  now,  from  a  profpeft  of  tlic  impoflibility  of 
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forming  an  adminiftration^  or  if  this  country  w^s  to  be  for 
ever  without  a  Mirviftry  ? 

Mr.  ff^.  Orenvilti  replied,  that  the  wording  of  the  bill  hadT  lAt,  W. 
been  very  carefully  attended  to;  that  it  had  been  comrauni-  GrenTille- 
cated  to  perfbns  of  the  greateft  weight  in  Ireland,  who  were 
advocates  for  a  more  explicit  renuociatioo  of  the  claims  o£ 
England  over  Ireland,  than  they  conceived  to  be  containe4 
10  the  a£t  of  laft  year ;  and  tbefe  perfons  had  declared  them-' 
felves  fully  fatisfiea  with  the  wording  of  the  prefent  bill# 

Lord   Beauchamp  withdrew  his   motion ;   but   when  the  Lord  fleaa 
cbairman  had  read  a  little  farther  on,  apd  had  come  to  a  part  c^s^F« 
where  England  renounces  for  ,the  future,. &c.  he  propofecl,* 
aoother  amendmenr^  as  mpre  expreflive  and  fccuve,  n,amelyy 
to  leave  out  the  words  the;  future,  and  inJiead  of  them,  the 
word  ever.     This  amendment  was  agreeiJ  to  without*  oppofi- 
tlon;  and  the  diiFerent  blanks  having  been  filled  up,    the 
chairman  left  the  chair, 

A  petition  of  the  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  Eng- 
land trkling  to  the  Eaft  Ind'ips  being  pffercd  to  be  preientect' 
to  the  Houfe  by  Sir  Henry  Fletcher :  > 

The  Chancellor  of  the  EMchequer  (by  his  Majefty's  command)  Mr.  Pte 
acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  nis  Majcfty/  having  been  infor- 
med of  the  contents  of  the  i'aid  petition^  recommended  it  to. 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

Then  the  faid  petition  u^as  brought  up'^  and"  read  J  fettlng 
forth,  that   the  petitioners   were   incorporated   by   charter^ 
made  for  a  valuable  conficje ration,  whereby  the  whol^,  '^'^Z* 
and  cxclufivc  trade  to,  in, '  and  from  the  Eafl  Indies  was," 
granted  to  the  petitioners,  with  other  rights. and  privileges, ' 
which  have  been   confirmed  by  divers,  afts  of  Parliament  j^ 
and  that,  under  the  authority  of  the  charters  granted  to  th? 
petitioners,  and  the  faith  of  afts  of  Parliament  confirming 
the  fame,  the  petitioners  raifed  a  very' large  fum  of  nioney' 
by  way  of  capital,  and  have  carried.onthc;  trade  to,  in,  and 
from  the  Eaft  Indies  for  above  eighty  years^  to  jhe  very  great, 
emolument  and  advantage  of  this  country.;  and  that,  rill  the' 
year  1745,  the  petitioners  were  confidered  in  India  oJerelyin 
the  charaflter  of  traders  enjoying  fuch  fqttlements  or  faftories- 
and  privileges  of  trade  as  were  from  tinie  to  time  granted /to 
them  by  the  princes  of  India,  without  having  any  militar  j. 
force,  or  expences  of  the. kind,  more  than  were  neceffary  for 
the  defence  of  the  petitioners  (cttlemcnts  and  factories  agamft 
a  fudden  attack  of  the  natives ;  and  that  the  petitionei-s  would 
probably  ha>^c  continued  in  the  fame  condition  of  traders  to 
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thq  pcefent  tkne^  had  tlie  Company  not  l)cen  jpyolyed  in  die 
t^^ar  DCtwccn  France  and  England  ^n  tdc  year  1 745,  when  a 
l^a4rop  of  £ngli{)i  (hips  Avas  fenf  fa  thdia  by  Government 
to  annoy  the  Frcnclj  trade ;  (cveral  French  prizes  ^cre  taken 
at  (ea  by  this  fquaidroh,  ;and*  an  intention  v^as  fornaed  of  at- 
tacking the  ;I*"reficH  by  land  on  the  Coaft  of  Coronoandel,  but 
me  tfren  I^abob  of  tne  Carnatic  recjuirpd  the  Prcfidcnt  and 
Council  of^Iadras.to  fto'p  hollilities  againft  the  French  with- 
ih  his  dominions^  threatening^  that,  if  the  Englllh  ifquadron 
fhould  vcnl\ire  to  aft  contrary  to  his  orders,  the  town  of  Ma- 
dras fhoufd  atbntf  fifir  the  difobcdience  ;  and  the  Nabob  en- 
joined the  Prchch  to  the  like  line  of  conduft  towards  the  En- 
gtifh:  and  that  the  Prcfident  and  Council  of  Madras  pre- 
vailed on  ftie  Englifli  commander  (Commodore  Barnet)  to 
<fcl?flr  f f ofli  hoftilitiesby  land;  but,  when  a  French  force  ar- 
rived in  India,  the  Nabob  dieparted  from  his  refoldiion,  and 
permitted  the  French,  withdut  any  refiftance  on  his  part,  to 
capture  Madras^  apd  the  Company  fuflaincd  a  very  heavy 
lois  in  this  capture,  befides  the  cxpences  of  the  war,  which 
was  wholly  European;  and  that,^  at  the  peace  in  1749,  the 
f^ttloment  of,  Madras  was  rettbred,  nevcrthelefs  the  French 
contmuy  their  hoftilities  upon  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel,  in 
the  chara£ler  of  auxiliaries  or  allies  ta  Tome  of  the  country 
powers,  but  with  an  evident  ambitious  view  of  acquiring  ter- 
ritory, and  injuring  the  petitioners  in  their  trade;  and  that 
the  petitioners,  in  ttieir  own  defence,  were  under  a  nccefTity 
of  jjiying  fupiport  to  thofc  native  princes  who  were  friendly  to 
their  interefts :  and  thefe  conteits  were  continued  at  a  very 
heavy  ejcpeuce  till  the  territories  were  obtained  in  the  year 
1765,  and  in  this  fpace  of  time  the  Company  had  the  addi- 
tfona!  misfoitune  of  another  European  war  which  fprcad  into 
the  Eaft  Indies  fVom  about  the' year  1756  to  1763,  ancf  very 
greatly  increafed  their  cxpences,  amongft  which  there  are 
n0\«f  three  very  large  debts  owing  to  the  petitioners,  one  of 
a6b,'687l.  for  the  maintenance  ot  French  prifoners,  another 
for  hofpiial  expentcis  for  his  Majefty^s  troops  at  Bengal, 
JBfombay,  ind  Madras,  amounting  to  21,447!.  and  the  third 
of 'i39,Jf77l.  remaining  unpaid,  for  the  Company's  cxpences 
Jh  the  capture  of  Manilla,  undertaken  by  the  cxprefs  orders 
olF'his  late  iWaiefty  King  George  the  Second  ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  troubles  were  not  confined  to  the  Coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel, but  extended  to  Btfngal :  in   1756  the  fettlemcni  of 
Tort  William  in  "Bengal,  was'taken  from  the  petitioners  by 
.  Sburajah  Dpwhh,  knd  although  it  was  afterwards  re-taken, 
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hoflilities  iri  Various  {hapes.  and  under  different  circuisftan- 
cesy  were  continued  with  little  intermiiHon,   until^  by  the 
treaties  concluded  in  Auguft,  1765,  the  diiannics  of  Bengal^ 
Bahar,    and   Orifla,    and  the  five  Northern  Clrcars,   wtrf 
granted  to  the  petitioners  ;  and  that  the  expencea  fuftaiqedby 
the  petitioner^  from  their  trading  ftock  in  England,  on  ac-« 
count  of  the  hoililitieg  in  India,  which  ended  in  the  cefiioa 
of  territories  as  above- mentioned,  together  with  the  expencoy 
occafioned  by  the  European  wars,  amounted  to  upwards  of 
5  069,0001.  fterlin^ ;  and  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  fubmU 
to  the  Houfe,  that  in  refpeft  to  fo  much  of  thib  expenditure 
as  related  to  European  wars,,  the  petitioners  (houla  have  beeii 
indemnified  by  Government ;  and  as  to  fo  much  as  refpeflecl 
the  mere  Indian  wars,  which  produced  the  ceftion  of  territor 
ties  and  revenues,  the  petitioners  conceive  it  muft  be  allowed^ 
that  if  the  Company  in  obtaining  the  revenues,a£led  as  agcntf 
to  the  State,  they  ought  to  be  rcimburfed  their  .expences  a$ 
agents,  and  that  the  State  ought  not  to  avail  itfcif  of  the  be- 
nefit of  the   acquiiition,  without  iirft  making  a  fatisfa^ioa 
for  the  expences ;  but  his  Majeftv's  Miniftcrs,  on  .behalf  o£ 
the  public,  having  foon  after  the  laid  acquiiition  laid  claim  ta 
the  faid  territories  for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  (a  claim  which, 
the  petitioners  refitted)  a  treaty  took  place  thereon,'  and,  un-. 
der  a  niiftaken  idea  of  immenfe  riches  expe£led  to  flow  inlQ 
the  petitioneri^treafury  in  England  from  the  reyenues  in  In- 
dia, an  agreement  vyas  made  by  way  of  trial,  ,and  twice  re*. 
ncwed,  to  futp^^rid  thc.determination  of  the  claim,  thepeti*» 
tioncrs  daring  tbis  fufpcrifion  paying  4003,000!.  a-year  to  ih^ 
ufe  of  til*  public;,  under  thofe  arrangements  tlie  Company^ 
made  fundry  payments  to  the  p\iblic,  down  to  the  5th  of  |u- 
ly,  1772,  to  the  amount  oif  2,169,398!.  i8s.  2jd.  and  there- 
by incurred  debts  in  England  to  a  large  amount,  and  werCr 
drove  to  fuch  diftrefs  as  to  be  obliged  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  relief,  upon  which  occaiion  a  loan  was  made  to  the  peti- 
tioners by  the  public,  which  was  afterwards  repaid  with  in- 
tcreft;  and  that,  although  the  public  reaped  luch  great  ad- 
vantage as  herein  before  is  mentioned  from  the  faid  tcrrito.-. 
ries,  be6des*a  very  great  increafe  in  the  duties  of  cuftom»| 
and  excife,  which,  on  an  average  of  fifteen  years  immediate-, 
ly  preceding  the  acquifition  of  the  Duannee,  produced  no. 
more  than  .i4j94^i^S9^*  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  fifteen  years  immediately, 
fucceeAng  aiiiounted  to   194889^673!.   the  petitioners  have. 
recciVea  no  other    advantage  therefrom  than  the   fum  of, 
(1453^0061.  which  was*a|ipr6priated  to  reduce  their  bbnd 
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dchtirOf^  2,898,1241.  ios.,down  to  1,497, cool.  and  that, 
?ifter  deducing  thcfaid  fufnof  1,453,000!.  received  by  the 
petitiooersout  of  the  faid  territories  and  revenaes  as  afore- 
laid,  from  the  faid  ^,o69,oboL  dilburfements  on  account  of 
tKe  wars  artd  troubles  in  India,  the  petitioners  arc  now  in 
dilburfe  pn  that  account  to  the'  amount  of  3,6i6,oooK  bc- 
fide*  intereft  on  fuch  difburfe  'to'  a  very  large  amount ;  and 
that  nie  Iban  made  by  Government  bciog  re-paid,  and  the 
Company's  bond  debt  reduced  as  aforefaid,    his  Majcfty's 
'Miftifters  refvimed  their  claim  of  a  participation  in  the  faid 
territories  and  revenues,  and  in  the  beginning  cf  the  year 
1781  demanded  the  immediate  payment  of  60o,oool.  as  a 
(hare  of  three-fourths  of  paft  prt>fits;  and  that  the  petition- 
ers ftrongly  remoftftrated  againft  the  very  fevere  terms  infift- 
ti  upop  on  the  part  of  Government  as  hard  and  opprcflivc, 
aind  made  various  propolitions  to  mitigate  the  fevcrity  of  the 
termif ;  kt" length  the  petitioners  were  induced  to  agree  to  pay 
the  public  400,0001.  in  full  of  paft  profits  up  to  the  ift  of 
March,   1781,  and  from  that  time  to  pay  the  public  three- 
fourth  parts  of  all  their  profits  in  England  beyond  a  dividend 
of  81,  per  c^nt.  to  the  proprietors,  and  to  take  upon  thcm- 
fclves  the  payment  of  fundry  naval  and  military  expenccs, 
which  at  all  time^  before  had  been  borne  by  Govcrmcnt,  and 
^ven  during  the  laft  war  fundry  payments  were  made  by  Go- 
vernment to  the  petitioners,  purfuant  to  afts  of  Parliament, 
Jn  lieu  of  troops  withdrawn  from  India;  and  that  objcflioos 
i^cre  nradc  to  this  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners, 
from'  an  apprchenfion  of  the  inability  of  the  petitioners  to 
foftain  it,  and  fubfequent  events  have  but  top  fully  evinced, 
that  fuch  apprchenfion  was  juft,  for  the  petitioners  having  paid 
309,009!.  in  part  of  the  faid  fum  of  400^0001.  have  not  been 
able  to  pay  the  remaining  ioo,oool.  nor  have  they  been  able 
to  pay  the  whole  of  the  cuf^dms  which  have  become  due  to 
his  Wfajcfty ;  but,  purfuant  to  an  aft  made  laft  feflion  of 
Jarlian>eT>t  for  that  purpqfe,  the  faid  fum  of  ico,Oc:ol.  and 
396,4661,  due  for  cuftoms,  have  been  poftponcd  to  the  iftof 
April,   1783,  and  the  petitioners  have  alfo  been  obliged  to 
poftppne  many  of  their  commercial  debts ;  upon  thc^  whole, 
0ie  terms  of  the  faid  agreement,  carried  into  execution  by  an 
4L&  pf  the  2ift  of  his  prefcnt  Mnjcfty^  ajipcar  to  the  pctiti- 
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ing  the  fame,  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  the  petitioners  relief 
therein ;  for  which  purpofe  the  petitioners  now  beg  leavfi 
to  fubmit  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
arife  ispon  the  faid  a£t  of  Parliament :  Firfk,  the  agreement 
and  skd  compel  the  petitioners  to  pay  the  public  400,000]* 
in  full  for  paft  profits,  up  to  the  ift  of  March,  1781,  in 
part  whereof  there  has  been  already  paid  3COyOOoL  and  the 
remaining  ioo,oooh  is  only  poftponed  to  the  ift  of  Aprils 
1783  :  Second,  all  the  petitioners  profits  in  England,  be* 

Sond  a  dividend  of  81.  per  cent,  to  the  proprietors,  are  to 
e  divided  between  the  public  and  the  petitioners  in  the  pro* 
portion  of  three-fourths  to  the  public,  and  one*fourth  to 
the  petitioners ;  and,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  Aiid  a&, 
this  profit  may  be  computed  en  the  accounts  of  a  fingle 
year^  without  providing  for  the  reimburfement  of  any  lofs 
fuitained  in  the  preceding  year  ^  the  whole  of  which  is,  by 
this  mode  of  computation,  thrown  upon  the  petitioners  $ 
and  that  this  appropriation  of  profits,  for  the  time  paft  an4 
to  come,  arifes  from  an  idea  of  the  public  being  entitled^ 
independent  of  the  petitioners,  to  the  territorial  revenuet 
in  India:  the  petitioners  do  not  acquiefce  in  this  clainv, 
howeyex  they  do  not  think  it  incumbent  ^pon  them  at  thift 
time  to  enter  into  a  difcuifion  of  it,  and  the  queftion,  to 
which  the  petitioners  intrcat  the  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
is  under  what  condition  judice  can  require  a  participation 
from  the  Company  i  The  petitioners  relv,  that  the  moft 
ilienuous  aiTerter  of  the  claim  of  the  public  (much  more 
thofe  who  will  give,  a  liberal  confideration  to  the  fubjed) 
muft  allo\i^  that  the  Indian  revenues,  or  any  part  thereof, 
ought 'not  to  be  wreftedirom  the  petitioners  without  a  re- 
imburfement of  the  expences  of  acquifition,  to  which  the 
petitioners  mull  add,  that  the  fituation  of  their  affairs,  dif- 
trefied  at  home,  and  loaded  with  debt  abroad,  requires  fuch 
a  reimburfement,  or  an  adequate  recompcQce  in  lieu  there- 
of ^  the  bond  debt  which  the  petitioners  now  owe  in  a  great 
meafure  arofe  from  their  military  expences  in  India,  or  has 
been  neceflarily  continued  on  that  accoui^t,  independent  o£ 
thefe  expences,  the  petitioners  ordinary  mercantile  profits- 
would  haye  enabled  them  to  have  extinguiihed  the  whole  of 
their  bond  d^bt  long  before  the  territories  were  acquired ; 
:^nd  that  the  petitioners  neceflities,  arifing  from  the  want; 
of,  being  reimburfed  a  principal  of  above  three  millions  and. 
^.  half,  and  an  Intersil  increafing  on,. fuch  principal  to.a 
much  greater- amouni;^  it  ^is  co^eived  w^ll  juftify  hopes  d^ 
•4  *  receiving 
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^btVfiig  eir^iClttdl  aid  from  the  public,  whiift  thefe  dif- 
burfements  tiemain  unpaid  to  the  petitioners,  thcjr  muft 
conceire  they  are  within  the  bounds  of  moderation  in  think- 
ing that  the  payments  of  25169,000!.  and  30^,000!.  for  the 
ufe  of  the  public,  wer^  made  under  miftaken  ideas  of  the 
petitioners  pecuniary  abilities,  and  they  confidctitly  hope 
and  truft)  that  fo  much  thereof  will  now  be  returned  at 
siiay  enable  theni  to  carry  on  their  affairs,  at  leaft  that  the 
306,0001.  fo  lately  advanced  when  the  petitioners  were  ut- 
terly unable  to  f^re  it,  may  be  returned  in  part  of  there* 
imburfemeift  of  their  expences  in  acquiring  the  territories, 
tild  that  the  petitioners  may  be'teleafed  from  the  ioo,oool. 
.   yhich  remains  unpaid  j  and  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to  in- 
form the  HoufCj  that  the  fum  which  they  will  want  to  carry 
en  their  affairs  only  to  the  ift  of  March,'  1784,  upon  the 
moft  corrcft  calculation  they  have  been  able  to  make,  allowr- 
xng  for  the  fafe  arrival  of  all  their  expe£ted  (hips  ^t'ithin  that 
|»eriod,  will  be  about  900,600!.  without  paying  the  faid 
loC|OOol.  but  what  farther  fupply  the  demands  upon  the  pe- 
titioners, fubfequent  to  that  period,  may  require,  they  arc 
pot  at  prefcilt  able  tb  afcertain,  nor  will  the  Houfe  be  fur- 
priaed  at  the  pecuniary  difficulties  in  which  the  petitioners 
art  involved,  when  they  are  informed,  that,  in  addition  to 
the  expences  a^nd  other  lofles  neceflarily  attendant  on  a  ftatc 
of  hoftility,  the  enereafed  charge  qf^  the  petitioners  in  the 
sliticieof  lhip{}ing  aloncf,  dufing  an  Itu^q^ean  war/  eiceeds 
the  annual  fum  ctf*  500,000!.  aiid  if,  upon  mature  coiifide- 
]fation,  it  fk^n  nm  be  feen  iit  for  the  public  to  r^tdrn  the 
Hioney  receive'df  Ifotft  the  petitioners  as  aforefaid,  dr  aiiy  part 
thereof,  it  will  be  neceffary  that  fomc  other  means  of  relief 
fhould  be  giv^en  to  the  petitioners ;  in  this  cafe,  and  in  or- 
rfer  to  provide  for  all  events  without  reducing  the  dividend, 
^hich  muft  tWtSt  the  petitioners  credit,  and  confttjuently 
the  interefts  of  the  ftate  of  their  coihmerce,  the  petitioners 
troutd  ptopoft  to  the  Houfe,  that  they  fliould  be  permitted 
to  incfeafe  tftdlf*  Sond  debf,  as  their  oc<:afions  may  require, 
fo  airy  futti  not  exceeding  tbeir  former  bond  debt,  and  to  rc- 

Sry  the  *wfne  ff&fll  their  fubfequent  profits  before  anv  parf i- 
pa^ioft'take^  ptakie,  vfrhich  incrcafc  of  debt,  3*$  the  law 
i}dwftafid^,  cjrftrtot  be  rnade,  prcfcrving  the  very  iho4cTatc 
dividend  a«  pf^f^M;  paid  on  their  ftock ;  and  that,  Jlli1\6ngh 
the  pctittor*«r*trtft,'  t*fa4  arrecotnpetice  wiH  be  made  tpftW 
forctheifl4i(l*irfl}i«^nC«f  in  afequirfA^'fflii'terfltorte?*,  they<frf 
Ait  y»m  to  T^ppiy'  (ftK  hlmi  Hi  An^<A6iVi^6tti  81.  pA  ticHt: 
1'.:.*  ^          ai 
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as  long  as  they  Ihall  owe  money  upon  bond  exceeding, 
T,500^oooU  nor  after  that  time  to  increaiip  their  dividend 
beyond  the  rate  mentioned  in  the  faid  a£l  of  the  a  ill  of 
his  prefent  Majefty  \intil  the  prc^fent. bond  debt  0iall  be 
wholly  difcharged  *,  and  that  the  petitioners  farther  hope 
that  the  Houfe  will  not  only  fee  proper  to  vary  the  fubfiuii, 
ing  agreement,  but  that  the  term  of  the  agreen^ent  will  be 
extended,  fo  fhprt  a  term  as  ten  years  (whereof  two  ycara. 
are  now  expired)  is  injurious  to  public  credit,  in  promoting^ 
fpeCulations  upon  what  maybe  the  terms  of  new  agreement5|» 
and.  the  affairs  of  the  petitioners,  by  means  of  mort  terms^ 
are  kept' in  a  continued  ftate  of  agitsttion^  on  the  part  ot. 
the  public,  the  petitioners  conceive  a  long  term  cannot  be 
obje£led  to,  as  the  public  cannot  poihbly  ever  require  to^ 
be  paid  a  greater  (hate  than  three-fourths  of  the  profit^  of^ 
the  territories ;  apd  the  petitioners  farther  beg  leave  to  fub-<. 
mit  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  claufe  of  the  faid  7l&  of  the  aift^ 
of  his  prefent  Majefty,  which  dire£ls  the  payment  of  the. 
three-fourths  of  profits  appropriated  to  the  public  ihall  be. 
made  on  the   ill  day  oj^  May  in  every  year^  ihould  be  va- 
ried ;  the  September  fale^  when  the  petitioners  fales  are, 
regular,  is  always  the  largeft,  and  it  frequently  happens^, 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  Company's  affairs,  indepen^^ 
dent  of  any  uncommon  or  unforefeen  expences,  that  the. 
petitioners  are  obliged  to  borrow  money  in  the  fummer. 
half-year  to  pay  duties,  o.r  for  other  purpofes,  therefore  tho 
payment  to  Government  qf  the  public's  Ihare  of  profits  be^. 
ing  fixed  to  be  made  on  the  ill  of  May,  is  very  inconvet 
nient:  two  remedies  may  be  applied,—  thefiril  (and  which 
appears  to  be  ihe  moll  eligible)  is,  out  of  the  furplus  pro-, 
fits  to  raife  a  joint  fund^  to  remain  by  way  of  Hock,  not  to. 
be  divided  till  the  end  of  the  term  of  participation ;  the 
other  is,  to  give  liberty  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  to  al- 
low fuch  time  for  the  payment  of  the  public's  Ihare  of  pro« 
fits  as  the  Company's  affairs  may  appear  to  require ;  the 
third  obfervation  which  arifes  on  the  faid  a£k  of  the  aid  of 
his  pref<pnt  Majelly  is,  00  the  claufes  which  oblige  the  peti- 
tioners to  pay  two  lacks  of  rupees  for  each  regiment  of  foi- 
diers  belonging  to  his  Majelly  employed  in  the  Halt  Indies^ 
to  vi£lual  the  King^s  Ihips  in  India,  and  to  fupply  naval  and. 
military  ftpres  ^  thefe  were  always  copfidered  by  the  petiti^ 
oners  as  infupportabla burthens,  and  time  confirms. this  ap«. 
prehenfion  y  and  that  thefe  expences,  till  the  faid  a£l  of  the 
21ft  of  his  prefent  Majelly,  have  always  been  bojneby  Go- 

..*-•.-  vcrnmeni, 
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vcrnmcnt,  and,  it  is  fubmlttcd,  ought  to  continue  Ic  ^ 
paid  »  the  fame  reafon  which  makes  it  incumbent  upon  C< 
vemment  to  proteft  the  reft  of  the  Britifh  dominions,  rui  y 
holds  in  refpe£t  to  the  £a(l  Indies ;  the-  India  trade  brlii^;^ 
an  immenfe  revenue  to  Government  from  the  cuftbms  and 
^xcife  upon  the  imports,  befides  great  benefits  to  this  coun- 
try from  thd  large  exports  of  its  produce  and  manufactures; 
hi  thefe  refpe£is,  independent  of  participation,  the  public 
are  much  more  interefted  than  the  proprietors  of  flock ;  if 
thefe  expences  are  to  be  continued  as  a  burthen  upon  the 
petitioners,  they  will  very  materially  zffcGt  both  the  public 
and'thc  Company  j  thofe  who  framed  thefe  claufes,  fup- 
pofed  that  the  payment  would  be  no  burthen  upon  the 
Company  in  England,  becaufe  they  were  to  be  made  out 
of  tlie  produce  of  the  revenues  in  India }  but  this  will  be 
found  to  be  a  very  miflaken  notion,  for  it  now  clearly  ap- 
pears, that  if  thefe  payments  are  made  in  India,  there  will 
be  nothing  left  for  inveflments  to  England,  nor  will  the  re- 
venues, even  without  any  inveflment,  be  fufficient  to  pay 
tbefe  and  the  other  enormous  military  expences  in  India  ^ 
if  the  inveftmcnts  fail  from  this  caufe,  the  duties  payable 
to  Government  in  England  vi'ill  proportionably  be  diminifh- 
ed,  and  there  can  be  no  fund  for  participation  5  on  the  con- 
trary, the  petitioners  will  yearly  be  brought  in  debt  by  their 
trade,  for  bills  will  be  drawn  to  pay  for  fuch  inveftmcnts  as 
ihall  be  made,  in  order  to  avoid  fending  home  unloaded 
fhips  upon  demurrage,  and  will  encourage  fmuggling^  which 
is  highly  injuries  to  the  public  and  the  Company  ;  and  that 
in  refpe£i  to  viftualling  the  fhips  in  India,  the  petitionc» 
conceive,  that  the  words  of  the  aft  moft  clearly  fhew  that 
the  provifion  relates  only  to  fuch  viftualling-as  the  Eaft  In- 
dies produce,  and  tliis  was  fully  expreiled  to  be  the  inten- 
tion of  his  Majeftj'^s  Minifters,  yet  the  commiflloners  for 
viftualling  his  Majefty*s  navy  have  required  the  Company 
to  fend  out  viftualling  from  England^    and  opinions  of 
counfel  have  been   taken  on  both   fides  of  the  queftion, 
vt'hich  may  probably  end  in  a  fuit  at  law,,  if  the  petitiont'S 
arc  not  relieved  by  Parliament ;  and  that  in  regard  to  the 
naval  and  military  ftores,  the  quantity  of  them  is  fuch  as 
very  greatly  increafes  the  petitioners  expences  of  freight 
and  demurrage,  which  are  wholly  a  charge  upon  their  cam 
ift  England ;  the  complicated  mode  in  which  they  are  to  be 
provided  and  paid  for,  is  highly  exceptionable,  and  may  be 
ifijurious  to  the  Company  in  paying  for  them^  for  although 

a  tao^^ 
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9  mode  of  reimburfcment  is  fixed,  the  Compsiny,  at  a  ctt^ 
UtntV)  is  to  remain  in  advance  for  a  part  of  th^'difburfei^ 
whioii  the  ftale  of  their  treafurv  inav  jiot  \ic  able  to  bear } 
the  petitioners  therefore  bopCi  tpat  the  Houfe  Hfill  confent 
to  a  repeal  of  the  f^laufes  in  the  u€t  refpe£liiig  n^val  and  mi^ 
litarj  fto^s  ^  and  the  petitioners  muft  alfo  crave  |:he  Houfe 
to  take  lato  conlideratxon  the  fi^pply  of  fait  petre|  gnd  con? 
ij^nt  tp  9  variation  of  (he  lavr  relating  thereto  \  and  that  the 
Company  hj  their  charter  are  obliged  to  fupply  Gpverni^ent 
annually  with  |oo  tons  of  fait  petre,  if  demanded ;  the 
charter  (lipulated  that  this  fupply  ihould  be  made  by  the 
Company  at  prime  coftj  without  charging  any  profit ;  but 
by  ah  zA  made  in  the  firft  jear  of  the  reigh  of  Queen  Anne^ 
U  was  ena^ed^  that  fuch  lalt  petre  (boald  he  pai3  for  at  the 
rate  of  45!.  p$r  ton  in  time  ^f  peace,  and  53I.  per  ton'  ii^ 
time  of  war  i  .thefe  prices^  at  the  time  the  i€t  was  made| 
were  ^on>pute4  ^o  be  about  the  a^oi^nt  of  prime  coft^  in^? 
eluding  freight,  loiTcs,  an4  charges,  but  fqr  many  years 
pafty  on  account  of  the  increase  of  /reighjts,  and  otner  cir* 
cumftances  of  .e:i^pence|  they  h^y^  been  greatly  inade<}.uate 
to  the  prime  coil  and  charges,  and  are  likely  tp  continue  fo{ 
wherelore  the  petitioners  hope^  that  the  jEIpJufe  will  vary 
fhe  faid.a£i,'either  by  d^redin^  the  paymeiit  to  be  made  up«^ 
-  on  a  new  computation  of  prime  cofts  and  charges,  or  ac- 
cording to  .the  prince  cofts^  charges,  and  lofles,  upon  an 
account  to  be  froni  tin^e  to  time  made  up  thereof^  a<id^  as 
Government  for  .9  long  time  paft  have  demsmded  a  much 
larger  fupply  of  {alt  petre  than  500  tons  a^year,  provifioa 
ilhould  he  n^de  for  the  payment  of  any  furplus  fupply  at 
the  fame  ra,te  at  whiih  fait  p<tre  was  fold  at  the  petitioners 
fale  next  preceding  fuchfufplus  fupply ;  and  the  petitioners 
further  beg  leave  to  ftate  to  the  Houte,  that  there  no\«^  re* 
mains  dne  to  them  for  fait  petr<e  from  the  office  o{  oxdir 
nance^  the  fum  of  8o,oo81.  15s.  3d.  which  the  inafter  of 
jthe  ordnance,  a.nd  the  other  ofiicers  of  that  boarcL  do  not 
;think  themfelves  authorized  to  pay,  although  the  fame  w^f 
inclucled  and  .voted  in  the  fupplies  of  the  year  1781  ;  upo^ 
.the  whole,  the  petitioners  intreat  the  Houfe  to  takethpir 
jcafejnto  .cpnfidecatio;i3  and  trufting  and  confidingly  thi. 
wifilom  and  juftice  of  the  Houfe,  the  petitioners  ;npft  •hum- 
bly pray  that  to  much  of  the  fajd  feveral  fums  fo  diibyr/ef 
J>y  the  petitioners,  as  (hall  be  neceflary  to  rcHev^  the  pbtir 
.tioners  frojn  their  prcfent  diftrcfs,  may  be  rc-paid  to  thfc 
.petitioners,  at  leafl,  that  the  faid  fum  of  joojoool.  folateii- 
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ly  advanced  when  the  petitioners  were  utterly  unable  to 
{pare  it.  'niay  be  i^eturncd,  and  that  the  petitioners  may  be 
rcfeafcd  Irorp.the  faid  fum  of  Joo,'oooL  which  remains  Un- 
paid as  aforefaidi  and  that  th^  petitioners  may  be  paid  the 
faid  debtV  due  to  them  for  French  prifoners,  hofpital  ex- 
pences,  and  the  charges  of  the  expeditibn  to  Manilla,  and 
tiiat  provifion  may  be  made  for  raifing  money  from  tiine  to 
lime,  not  cifceeding  1,500,0001.  in  fuch  manner  as  to  the 
H^'ufc.fhanTecm  meet,  to  enabkthe  petitioners  to  carry  on 
their  jafFaus  without  prejudice  to  the  dividend  (5f  81.  per  cent, 
and.  that  the  money  fo  raifed  may  be  re-piid  out  of  future 
profits  in  prcferehcfe  to  a  participation,  and  that  provifion 
may  he  made  for  railing  a  fund  to  carry  on  the  petitioners 
afFairS|  oV.titne  allowed  for  payment  of  the  public's  fhare  of 
profits,  till  tlits  petitfoners  are  enabled  to  pay  fUch  profits 
without  Tjorrowing  money  for  that  pixrpofe,  or  for  the  ordi- 
nary currency  of  their  affairs,  and,  that  in  cafe  of  a  defi- 
ciency m  any !year*s -account^  the  fame  may  be  carried  for- 
ward m. the  account,  ot, 'pext  year,  in  like  manner  as  "iras 
^  -  directed  by  ar\  a£l  of  tTVe  faftTipffidh  j  arid  that  the  petition- 
ers.niay  be  relieved  from  the  Military' alid  navaj  expences  in 
tndia  with  which  they  are  bHirtherieq  by  the  falH  a£l  of  the 
2  ill  of  his^preferit  Majeffy ;  arid  that'  provifion  may  be  made 
for  the  petitioners  being  paid  the  iebt  noVir  due  to  the  petit  * 
tidriers  fromthe^oaiM  m  ordfiance,  arid  being  freed  from 
tofs  In  the  fupply  of  fait  petre  to  Govemment,  and  for  the 

JetitioncTS  b.eing^ paid  jthe  market^  price  for  fo  much  as  they 
laU  iuppl^/^cfyontl.^bo  tons  of  fait  'petre  per  annum,  or 
that  the  petitibnci^i^may  hav^  fuch  othdr  "relief  In'the  prc- 
mifes:4S  the:  nature  qt  their  cafe  may  r€quire^  and  as  to  the 
Jloufe'fliall  Teem  prc^wrr.  •  '  ' 
Ordered, 
That  the  faid  tn^tition  be  referred  tq  the  confideratlon  of 
acomjnittee^  and  that  they  do  exarnlne  the  matter  thereof, 
and  .  rcjport  the  fame^  as  it  fhall  appear  to  them,  to  the 
^oufc,       Vi   • 

^    Anda^coWmittee  was  appointed  Accordingly:  the  com* 
intttee^are  to  have  Voices.      ,  ^* 

J..,tKc  Secretary  at  War  brougHt,''ut)'the  ^^Ulioy  bill,  which 
was  read  the  firft  time. 
Mr.Poy.     .^Mr.\f(Mf  begged .  leave,  to  fay  a  few  words  on  this  bill, 
which,  however,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppofe  or  delaj  in  its 
{irc^nt  ftage.    Uentlensen  knew  very  well  that  a  ftanding 
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s^nny  in  this  couptxy  ivas  unconftitutional ;  this  vas^  pria* 
ciple  which  the  annual  pafling  of  a  mutiny  bill  was  calcu" 
lated  to  keep  freili  in  the  memory  of  Parliament ;  liut  if  it 
was  unconfiitutional  to  keep  a  ftanding  9f  nay  at  all,  furely 
it  iBu{t  be  infinitely  more  fo  to  vote  an  army,  when  there 
was  not  a  (Ingle  perTon  in  the  kingdom  to  be  refponiible  fqr 
the  gQverntpent  of  that  army  ^  and  yet  this  was  the  cafe '^t 
prefent;  the  Houfe  being  called  upon  to  vote  an  army, 
when  there  was  not  a  cabinet  or  miniftcr  to  be  refponiible 
for  the  managemeat  or  diredlion  of  it.  Now,  in  this  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs^  he  mig^ht  fuppofe  a  ca£b,  in  which  this  bill 
];pighr,  if  paited^  enable  fomeoody  to  do  what  people  had 
wiSiin  theife  few  .^avs  heard  of  without  dQffPy  narpely^  ^o 
diublve  the  Parlj^ent :  for  his  own  part,' lie  ^^cUred^.upon 
his  hoaour,  he  jdi4  not  believe  there  was^  a  man  In  the  king- 
dom defperate  enough  l,o  advife  fuch  a  meajfure.  However, 
as  it  was  poffible.  there  flight  be  a  man  fo  loft  X9  eyery  fe^e 
of  d^ty^  ib  darings  and  /o  defperate,  as  to- think  of  jCup^  a 
jDcafure,  he  thought  it  would   be  prudent  to^uard  ae^ioft 

his  cpunfeU,  by  ft^VS^^S  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^P  in.  the  H  ^ule. 
*7he  delay  could  nof  ^e  .l9ng,  as  it  was  impoiSrble  things  could     ^ 
remain  long  in  their  prefent  unfettled  flate;   and  the  hill 
might  be  afterw^ds  pafTed  ,time  enpugh  to  receive  the  pyal 
^ent  before  the  ef{nration  of  the  laft  Mujuny  uilU 

The  Secretmy  at  fVar  agreed  with  the  ^hoooar^hle  member  The  Sec. 
in  what  be  had  iaid  relative  to  the  coni^itutjon  of  t^p.cojijin'-f  at  War, 
try  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  ar^iy :  for  his,  part^  he  had  not  a 
defire  to  puQl  the  billuoo  haftily,  through  the  houfe  ;  ;but 
gcatle^^MSD  muft  fqe  that  ps  the  a£k  of  laft  .year  would  expirq 
an  the  ^jth  of  |hls  mqnth,  it  was  ueceiTary  that  the  b}ll 
ihquld  not  be  yef  y  ^ong  delayed ;  at  all  events,  he  would 
take  care  to  give  t'^npely  .j[ioti/ce  of  the  (e(;ond  reading* 

Mr.  Burke's  bill  for  explaining  his  bill  of  laft  year,  for 
segulating  ^e  Pay-office,  was  read  a  fecond  time,  T^is 
gave  rife  to  a  very  tedious  and  defultG|ry  converfation,  in 
which  the  pennons  to  Colonel  Barre  and  Lord  A fb burton 
,were  again  broijght  into  debate. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  j^i^r^f  both  {aid,  t}iat  it  was  v^ry  fingujar  Mr.  Fox 
that  thole  who  f^ipported  the  mif^iftry  of  the  man  to  whpfe  »<>  Mr.' 
friends  thefe  two  penfions  were  granted,  fliould  be  the  mpft  '^^^* 
forward  to  throw  ;hem  ,in  their  teeth ;  hence  it  was  fair  to 
conclude,  that  there  w;^  nothing  more  dangerous  than  to 
do  a  kindnefs  to  fome  men,  for  their  ingratitude  would  after- 
ward:) piake  tins  ^^d-n^iture  a groundof  accuiation.    The 
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balances  in  the  hands  of  publib  actouhtants  were  inentioD€d| 
;ind  Mr  Fok  feeibed  to  have  been  glanced  zu  This  called 
hiih  up ;  ahd  he  faid,  that  it  was  very  well  known  that  he 
had  never  a£led  as  an  executor  to  his  noble  relation^  and 
therefore  was,  fo  far,  as  uncohcerned  in  the  matter  oif  ba^ 
lances  as  any  member  in  the  Houfe  i  his  fortune  would  in* 
deed  foe  eventually  interefted  in  the  fettling  of  the  accounts, 
as  #ell  as  that  of  thofe  who  were  deare'ft  to  faim ;  ftill  he 
meant  to  fay,  he  was  individually  unconcerned  in  the  ba* 
UticeS|  and  did  not  care  how  nicely  the  accounts  (honld  be 
f-rutinizcd,  or  how  public  they  (hould  be  made.  Some  mem* 
bers  e^preifed  their  furprife  that  the  aft  paiTed  laft  year  for  re- 
gulatingpenCons,  was  not  to  take  place'  till  the  month  of  April 
ticxu  Mt-.  Burke  faid,  that  a  noble  Marquis,  now  no  morr| 
feeling  that  the  bill,  from  the  very  moment  of  its  introdcdion 
to  the  Houfc^  was  binding  upon  him  from  its  fpirir^  thoogjl^ 
n0t  frorii  thp  letter,  had  exprefied  a  wiih  that  fuch  a  claiue 
mi^t  be  infened  in  \ty  in  order  that  he  might  not 
llave  his  hands  tied  Up  from  giving  a  penfion  of  200l« 
k  year  to  the  widow  of  a  gallant  general  offic^r^  who  had 
fcarcely  left  her  any  rhii^  except  the  mpriits  of  his  wounds 
yind  long  fervices. 

%h%  th»ii&     The  ^haiicelhr  of  the  ^xcbequtr  faid,  that  the  aft  had  caoftd 

.^lurofthe  y^yy  great  iticonvenicncies ;  for  it  obliged  the  fninifters-to 

*^^''  bring'  the  King's  expences  within  jhe  compafs  of  fiyifioc^ 

"and  yet  it  had  made  a  favitig  of  only  40,oopl.  as  to  the  idea 

of  being  bound,  now  or  ihei^tofort,  by  the  fpiric  of  die  afty 

'  when  the  letter  declared,  that  the  aa  was  dot  to  have  aa 

t>peiiit'ton  till'the  momh  of  April  next^  he  confeAed  that  he 

could  not  adopt  it;  and  that  he  held  himfelf  ftee  in  the  pre* 

'  fent  moment  to  fet  his  jiame  to  any  penfion,  whidi  in  other 

ircfpefts  it  t^ould  be  proper  to  adviie  his  Majefty  to  ^nt ; 

and  that  he  fhould  think  he  could  not  |)0!([ibly  in  fo  doing  be 

violating  a  law,  whidh  had  not  yet  comnoenced ;  biK  on  diii 

Yubjeft  he  wifhed  for  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe> 

)i&.l'ot«<yt.  Mr.  Pmxfys  faid,  that  he^ould  take  the  fenfe.  of  the  Houftf 
J^he  next  day,  whether  M^niftcrs  were  bound  by  the  fpirituf 
1!he  aft,  which,  acccfrding  to  its  own  wording,  is  not  til 
icommeuQe,  wil^  r^fpeft  to  thegrantii^of  |ien$ons,  till  «evf 
snonth. 

iftr.  Baker.      Mr.  fid*d^  alHuded  to  the  report  of  the  CfaancenoPs  having 

)ii^d  a  grant  of  a  peniion)   and  alfo  t>f  the  reverfion  of  a 

TdteiJfhip  of  the  Exchequer,  which  appeared  to  him  the 

^ore  ^xtraordrnsrty^  =as  by  the  aft  <of  Jaft  yeai^  the  King 

l^jBlii^ftw^^fi^iii^givtnff  {ban  690^  in  peniiooi  i* 
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oneyear^  and'  more  thaa  300U  to  one  peribn;  and  if  ttie 
fpirit  of  the  aft  was  binding  before  the  letter  took  place,  thit 
was  a  violation  of  the  aft. 

Mr.  Pou^  faid,  that  if  there  was  to  be  anjr  exception  to  Mr«P«wyt, 
this  regulation,  it  ought  to  be  in  favour  of  a  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, who  quit!  hit  praftice  for  an  office  which  he  holds 
only  at  with 

Th%  Cbancetlor  tf  the  Exchequer  faid,  the  reverfion  of  the  tIm  ciiui. 
Tcllcrlhip  was  in  confequence  of  an  old  promife  from  his  ^^^Uorofth^ 
Majefty  ;  and  that  the  grant  was  to  be  fubjeft  to  foch  rcgu-  ^***H***» 
latioDs  as  Parliament  ihould  think  proper  hereafter  to  adopt. 
The  bin  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  an* order  made  for 
committing  it  on  this  day  fe*nnig^r.^ 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read  for  going  into  a  comtnitteo 
on  the  bill  for  eftabliihipg  a  proviuonal  intercourib  with 
-^menca« 

Mr.  EJem  obferved,  that  a  bill  of  fuch  magaitude  ought  Mr.  CAom 
iMt  to  be  brought  o^  in  fo  thin  a  Houfe;  for  his  part  he  had 
not  time  to  perufe  the  bill ;  it  was  only  fix  hours  fisice  be 
liad  fecA  a  copy  of  it,  and  of  thefe  fix  hours  he  had  pafled 
£ve  in  a  committee  above  fiairs ;  there  were  various  poiuts  . 
in  It  well  worthy  of  obfervation;  the  bill  ftated  that  Fcd- 
procky  was  to  be  the  bafis  of  the  iutercourfc;  bat  this 
COqU  not  be  the  cafe;  for  we  were  giving  to  the  Americaas 
^xdofive  privil^s  ia  our  ports,  which  they  could  not  giv'C 
OS  exdanveiy  ii^  thcjrs ;  as  he  .underfiood  that  they  wevc 
bound  bf  treaty  with  France  and  Holiandi  to  put  tbefe  two 
cottotries  00  xhc  faoll  footing  with  aav  of  the  moft  iiavoAiced 
aatioas  ihey  Aiou}d  ^ake  commercial  conneftioiu  with,  k 
wnM  :lo  Jbe  leai^d,  that  the  Americans  would,  under  this  bill, 
.beconie  ibe  carriers  of  all  ,our  Weft  India  trade.  Anothar 
.confideiiation  was^  libat  tJie  Farliadnent  «f  Ireland  not  being 
iicting,  U»^t  cQuntrj  would  lofe  greatly  by  l>eing  i)elun4 
Jund  wi^h  ip  in  opening  the  intercourie.;  it  was  alfo  to  Jse 
apprehQn4ed, .  that  the  Americans  might  bring  woollens^  aad 
faard-waire  in$e>  the  kingdom,  to  the  .great  detriment  of  xuir 
rmanufaftoses.  Upoii  the  ivhole,  he  wifhed  fqr  fome  far^ 
^er  delay,  in  -order  to  .be  ibetter  able  to  ^nfider  the  bilL 

The  Ch^f^l^r  qf  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  ;had  x^er  go  on  The  Chaa* 
{with  the  bill;  however,  faie  wo^ld  ^t  jurei^  it  contrary  <to  ^l^^'**^*^* 
jthe  wi  flies  of  gentkmen^  *«ciitquet. 

The^iViW  Genen^almiA  >wUliQg  to  pcApone^  the  farther  The^oiu 
iCOf|fideration  of  the  bill  for  fome  time;  but  he  was  not.at  cttor Gg- 
jSUlialarmed  jk$  ^e  Amexicam  ihould  bring  woollens  into  the  "^'^' 
t4  ikin^dooi^ 
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l^ingdom,  for  even  EngliOinaen  could  not  do  it ;  there  was  a 
law  againft  it.  As  to  Ireland,  he  was  lorry  fhe  was  not  pre- 
fent  to  confent  to  the  bill ;  and  equally  forry  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  not  aptI)oriled  by  her  to  fufler  her 
same  to  make  part  of  th^  bill ;  l?ut  it  CQutd  not  be  expeded 
that  as  neiibejr  of  thefe  things  could  t^,  ^f^gl^c^d  fliould  re- 
frain from  availing  hcrfelf  of  the  opportunity  afforded  her 
by  the  peace»  of  opening  the  (o  long  fhut  intercoui;fe  with 
Anaerlca,  It  was  at  length  agreed^  that  the  farther  conli- 
deration  of  the  bill  fhould  be  poflpoaed,  aad  the  Houfe  ad- 
journed at  half  after  fix  o^clock. 

Mar<h  6, 

The  Honfe  having  waited  a  confiderabte  time  for  the 
Chancellor  of  th€  Exchequer,  in  whofe  ibfence  Mn  Powys 
faid  he  wiHied  not  to  make  his  promifed  motion,  the  miiiifter 
at  length  arrived,  and  apologized  to  the  Houft  for  his  ab- 
sence, ailufing  them  he  had.  been  detained  by  unavoidable 
public  bufioeft. 
Ifj.Powyi.  Mr.  Powys  rofe  aa  foon  as  Mr.  Pitt  had  fat  down*  He 
(aid,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  momem  in  which  it  would  be 
prefumptttous  in  him  tO'fubmit  a  queftioo  to  the  HouTe,  he 
was  fure  that  this  was  the  momem ;  for  this  was  a  tin^e  when 
a  fyftetn  was  fet  up,  and  gloried  in,  by  feme  people,  of  d<- 
ffi&ffg  public  opinion,  and  a£ting  upon  principles  chat  would 
fet  that  opinion  at  defiance  ;  at  fuch  a  time,  when  party  bore 
the  iway,  it  was  peculiarly  prefomptuous  in  hind  to  inter- 
meddle with  ftate  affairs,  who  was  of  that  defcription  of 
men  who  were  neither  tne  leaders  or  followers  of  a  party. 
However,  let  what  would  be  thought  of  hun,  he  would  do 
what  he  eonceiTcd  to  be  bis.  duty. '  The  adoiiflfifiitation  of 
this  country  had  been  for  ibme  time  burning  in  the  foeket, 
and  had  at  laft  loft  its  light  i  but  perhaps  it  is,  ui  one  fenfe, 
no  misfortune ;  for,  when  he  confidered  who4l  was  who  was 
at  the  head  of  that  minrftry,  he  might  fay,  with  the  tailor 
it)  the  farce,  **  that  it  was  better  to  have  no  head  at  aH." 
In  the  diflblution  of  that  miniftry,  however,  there  wh  one 
Ihrng  greatly  to  be  regretted,  the  retreat^from  oflke  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Pitt),  whofe 
ihining  abilities  would  adoi*n  any  fituation-;  bat  it  was  to  be 
hoped  that  he  would  not  long  remain  unemployed;  g^^^ 
talents  were  public  property,  and  therefore  the  public  oagtt 

not  to  be  deprived  of  them.    He  ^2i%  forry,  that,  going  to 

fpe«k 
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fpeak  of  penfions,  as  he  then  was,  he  had  it  not  in  his  power 
to  fay  that  one  had  been  granted  to  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  Who  had  been  taken  from  a  profeliion  to  which 
He  would  have  been  an  ornament.  HowefveT)  if  he  would 
not  blend  with  others  in  n  fyftem  of  politics,  to  which  he 
could  not  lenid  4)!$  coontenance,  and  was  determined  to  re-* 
tire,  he  would  carry  with  him  the  applaufe,  the  efteem,  and 
admiration  of  his  country.  This  could  not  be  called  po*- 
vcrty,  but  riches  of  the  moft  dcfirable  nature ;  rich  in  fclf 
applaufe,  rich  in  cohfcious  reflitude,  rich  in  every  quality 
that  adorned  the  man  and  the  ftateiman  ;  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  muft  find  retirement  lefs  irkfome  than  many 
other  men. 

In  the  midftpf  his  panegyric,  Mr.  Powys  was  interrupted 
by  Mr.  Mariyn^  who  Spying  a  Peer  fitting  below  the  barj^  Mr.  M*/* 
dcfired  he  might  be  ordered  to  withdraw;  and  that  the  «yn« 
Speaker  would  give  orders,  that  in  future  no  Peer  fhould  be 
permitted  to  fit  in  iny  part  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ex« 
cqjt  that  which  is  alloted  for  ftrangers.  He' Was  forry  to  be 
Obliged  to  aA  fo ;  bt^t  umil  the  accommodation  (hou!d  be 
reciprocal,  he  would  not  fufFer  a  Peer  to  be  oa  any  better 
footing  in  that  Houfe  thah  ^  ftranger.  The  Speaker  faid^ 
he  had  ordered  the  Serjeant  ndt  to  permit  Peers  to  fit  below 
the  bar;  but  it  would  be  better  for  the  Houfe  to  give  the 
order,  as  the  order  of  an  individual  }n  fuch  a  cafe  was  of  no 
force. 

Mr.  Martyn  in  reply  faid,  that  he  would  move  to  have  the  j^,^  j^^,^ 
Hoofe  cleared  whenever  he  fliould  again  fee  a  Peer  below  tym 
the  bar.  The  Speaker  informed  him,  that  in  fo  doing  he 
would  aft  according  to  order  ;  for  it  was  the  privilege  of  any 
one  member  to  have- the  Houfe  cleared  whenever  he  pleafed. 
^he  Peer  whom  Mr.  Martyn  faw,  was  Lord  Walfingham, 
who  immediately  efcaped  from  that  gentleman's  eye  into  the 
gallery.  •  ^ 

Mr.  Pawys  refumed.  Of  the  penfions  lately  granted,  he  Mr.  Powyf., 
faid  there  was  one,  to  which,  undoubtedly  he  had  no  ob- 
jcftion ;  it  was  that  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  indeed  he 
thought  that  in  favour  of  the  perfon  ^ho  fhould  iill  that 
liigh  office,  there  fhould  have  been  an  exception  in  the  aft 
that  pafled  laft  year ;  this  was  his  opinion,  for  reafons  too 
obvious  to  be  mentioned.  There  was  a  claufe  in  the  aft, 
leaving  the  Crown  a  power  to  give  penfions,  beyond  the  ex- 
tent fpecified  in  the  aft,  to  fuch  perfons  as  had  been  employed 
^a  embaflic^  to  foreign. courts;  now  under  the  principle  of 

'     '  ^  thift 
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this  claufe,  he  was  afraid  that  penfions  woQid  be  granted  to 
other  perfons  who  had  ferved  the  crown  in  other  capacities  at 
home,  I'he  operation  of  the  bill  of  the  honoarable  gentle* 
men  was  oot^  he  obferved,^  to  take  effeft  till  the  5th  of  April 
1783,  and  inoch  had  been  Taid  the  preceding  day,  that  aU 
though  the  letter  of  it  had  no  force  till  then,  yet  the  fpirit 
of  it  was  binding  upon  miniftcri,  and  that,  in  as  audiblct 
and  difiinA  language  as  could  be  ufed,  the  bill  faid  to  Mi* 
tiifters  ^'  forbear.*'  He  was  not  therefore  a  little  forprized 
to  hear  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  high  in  office,  f^jj 
^*  Forbear  :. On  what  compulfion,  mu&  li  Is  it  ib  nomi* 
nated  in  the  bond  r"    To  this  be  would  re(>ly, 

It. is  Boc  fo  espxneflTcd ;  but  what  of  that  f 
'Twcre  good  you  do  fo  much  fo^  chant jt* 

For  charity  to  the  public,  for  charity  to  an  almoft  bankrupt 
nation  !  He  faid,  that  of  the  only  two  peaiions  which  he 
heard  were  paifing  through  the  offices,  to  onef^as  he  had  faid, 
he  wifhed  aot  to  hint  the  £iualleft  obje£tion,  faccaufe  he  flat* 
tered  himielf,  that  every  gentleman  would  coactit  with  him 
in  admitting  its  propriety ;  the  other,  a  penfion  to  another 
noble  perfon^  with  whom  he  had  not  the  honour  to  be  ac- 
quainted)  but  of  whojn  he  had  never  heard  the  leaft  difprai^c, 
he  could  not  fpeak  Bf  with  tlie  fame  certaintyf  becaufe  he 
was  unacquaiiited  with  the  circumftances^  roffibly  that 
ooble  perfon  having  ferved  his  Majcfty  in  foreign  parts, 
snight  come  cinder  tlie  partkular  claute  of  the  aft,  which 
includes  perfons  of  that  deicription  ;  if  fo,  he  could  only  re«^ 
peat  the  ob&rvation  he  had  made  when  Uie  bijl  was  in  agi* 
tation  laft  CeiEon,  that  the  claufe  rcfpe£^iag  fxcxfons  ejaploy^ 
ed  on  foreign  ftations  firft  enabled  the  Crowa  to  employ  un^ 
iit  perfons,  and  then  enabled  it  to  reward  thofe  perfons  for 
their  unfiiftefs.  He  meant  not^  however,  to  apply  thb  tp 
the  nol>le  Lord,  againft  whofe  pen£on  he  knew  no  one  ob^ 
jedion  *• 

Mr.  Powjs  begged  pardon  for  the  ^iigredCoo  he  had  made* 
and  briefly  uating,  that  his  .aim  was  for  that  Houfe  xo  come 
Co  fome  refdution  to  .reAraln  MiniAers  from  granting  any 
fieofion,  between  the  ^rcfcnt  day  and  the  5th  of  April,  conr 
trary  to  the  clear  fpirit  and  meaning  of  the  bill  of  the  ho- 
fiourable  gentleman  over  thp  waj.  He  condbded  wit]^ 
inovin^ 

c<  Xh* 

^  tsxi  GjEsnthaou  '^tc  Ainb^Sa^Pr  At  Madrid. 
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<<  That  his  Majefty  mefiage  of  the  fecond  of  May  Uft  b^ 
read,  and  afterwards  the.  fubfequent.proceedings  of  the  Hoiif<f 
at  a  few  days  diftaoce/' 

The  clerk  having  read  thefe  paflages  of  ;the  JournaU^  Mri 
Powys  moved, 

<^  That  an  hamble  addrefs  \>c  prefcnted  'Jor.  his  Majefty, 
xDoft  humbly  to  reprefent,  th^t  wh^at' his.  Majefty,  front 
his  pateriial  .regard  to  the  ixt^ifa^e  of  his  people, -and  his  de- 
fire  to  avoid  imppfiog^any  Qew  borthen  upon  the  public,  hai 
been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fupptefs  the  feveral  offices  men- 
tioned in  his  Majefty's  tncifage  to  this  Houfe  in  the  laft 
fcffion  of  Parliament,  and  h^s  likewife  given  his  royal  afieht 
to  an  aA  for  caVrying  tji<>f&idi|tf>ft,  gracious  ^cfign  into  exe- 
cution, and  for  regulating  the  granting  .«f  penfions,  and 
preventing  all  abufes  or  e^cqeflis^  therein.  •  This  Houfetrufts 
that  the  lame  reftriftions  will  be  obfervediiY^refpeft  to  any 
penfiop  his  Majefty  may  be^aijvifed  to  grut  antecedent  td 
the  fifth  day  of  April,  ,as  by  the  ftid.ajft.are  thenceforth 
ftri&ly  and  abfolutely  prefcuibcd,"  !  » 

Mr.  Martin  feconded  thp.motion*  >  - 

Captain  yohn  Luttrel  pxpteifi^d  his  di&ppsobation  of  tfa^     c^pt. 
a£l  alluded  to ;  and  faid,  he  th^Qught  that  the  influence  of  thd  Luiuei. 
Crown  was  diminifhed  to  a-much  greater  degree  than  vrzi 
confiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the  cQnftitution;  which  depended 
on.  the  equipoize  o^  the  thr^e  eftates..   He?  did  not  rHe  td 
cenfore  cjither  the  dead  Mr  th^  living  for  any.penfion  that 
had  been' hitherto  granted^  Init  to  expteis.a  wiih  that  thii 
addrefs  had  been  more  fuited  to  the  purpofeiwbich  he  had 
underftbod  the  preceding.day.to.  be  tjke'aivnwed  objeft  of  it^ 
He  would  not  court  popularity  at  the  expeoce  of  Ttifdiii 
juftice^  and  good  pc^icy ;  theyefote  he  was  free  to' fay,  that 
he  djid  not  think  the  pow^r  of  the  Cmwo.*was  now  by  ^hy 
means  too  great,  or  bejond  what  W8s..neceiliiry  for  the  J>re*  ' 
feryation  of  the  conftitution  as  it  was  by-law  eftablifned. 
He  admired  a  great  part  of  the  Rieform  bill,  but  ftili  he 
thoi^ht  judicious  expendit^l-e.was  lajidable  deoonomy,  snd 
therefore  He  did.  not  s^pfove  ,|hat:  parfimbny  which  lea  to  an 
interference  with  the^JCiftt'sin^enial  iervantt,   and  to  deprive 
him  of  the  free  exercife  c^  h%^  fancy  and  .pleafure,  but'whictt 
every  member  of  that  Hopfc^. from.  his.  bare  gratification^* 
could  in  a  great  mcafure  enjoys ::  This,  ..he  thought^  Wai  not 
only   taking  magnificence,  but  the  comforts  of  life;  'frdin> 
royalty,  for  the  purnofe  of   a  favLhg,:ij*hich,  in  the  great 
•'  Vol;  IX.  H  h  h  fcalc 
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fcale  of  public  expenditure,  appeared  to  hliQ  paltry  xjidecd. 
Sot  his  Miijcfty,  being  now  abridged  of  alnioft  every  power 
but  tbat  of  tBikibg  war,  be  thod^t  ^e  rewarding  the  me- 
riti  of  bis  officei^  a  power  that  oueht-  to  remain  in  the 
Crow^,  No  man  would  fa^y  bis  Majefiy  bad  exercifed  it 
improperly  in  the  cafes  of  Lord  Rodney^  of  Xieneral  £liott, 
and  Sir  Ro^jtrCunis.  We  might  Jlill  expefl  news  of  fome 
important  vifioriea  being  obtained  i1>road  by  our  arms  before 
houUilies  eeaftd,  and  he  wiihed  to  leave  the  newer  of  re- 
warding  the  leaders  of  them  with  his  Majdty;  nay,  he 
would  go  farther,  and  fay,  that  he  did  not  fublcribe  to  an 
opinion  ^at  nothing  bift  fucrceli  could  deferve  reward.  He 
ihoiffiht  dtofe  who  mul  ferved  the  ftate  faithfully,  indefa- 
'  tigaSy  and  induftrionfly,  whofe  Kvts  had  been  fpent  in  the 

^c^omaooc  of  their  duty,  and  whofe  health  was  impaired 
by  the  execution  of  it,  merited  a  cojmpenfatiqn  from  their 
Sovei^ign  and  Aeir  country.  But,  he  faid,  the  contraft  was 
4;re9t  between  men  of  fuch  defcription,  and  thofc  who  had 
adyifed  ^ts  kooniinioua^  peace.  The  cenfore  palfed  upon  it 
by  xhia  Houlc,  fufficientlv  wammted  an  addrefs'  to  bis  Ma- 
jcfty  that  no  reward  (houkl  follow  their  ill  deeds.  He  wss 
awafe  it  mi^  be  faid,  that  the  decifion  did  not  proceed 
firom  a  fair  hiveftigatioa  of  fiafts,  and  therefore,  as  he  bad 
given  a  decided  opinion  on  what  he  thought  ought  to  follotr 
ihat  vote,  he  was  ready  to  juftify  it ;  upon  NTmiften  not 
bavii^g  flltf^n  ^ey  had  done  their  beft,  or  an(\verin^  the 
changes  wfai^h  had  been  made  ig^ainft  them,  and  therefore  by 
th^r  Sifivm  they  flood  felf-eondenmed.  And  the  extent  of 
llut  ptilt,  aafar  aa  he  was  able  lo  jedge  of  ht  he  was  ready 
to  pvHQt  out  tto^to'Hodfe,  to  faoAiun  the  addrefs  as  far  as  it 
refpeQed  choB* 

He  was  ahovt  t»  proceed,  when  Ihe  ^a^er  intimated  an 
opinion  that  it  wouM  not  be  flrllkty  orderly  to*  enter  upon 
/uch  diicuffion  on  the  preftnt  queftioa. 

He  faid,  he  h^ed  obedietoce  to  the  fentiments  of  tbs 
Chair  on  t&at  occafion  at  he  did  on  eveiy  other,  and  tberc" 
fore  wbidd  only  repeat  hie  wilh  that  the  tootioq  had  been 
more  Kmitfid ;  but  he  wopkl  ieeond  it,  becaufe^  though  it 
4id  net  eotlnsLy  meet  his  ideaS)  it  was  %  full  reftriftiou  from 
gr^iKing  fartherpeufioas  to  thoTe  who  bad  aided  or  abttted 
a  peace,  ^ich,  the  greateft  ^c^bJeMon  an^tmg  many  that  he 
Md  to  it,  waa^  die  a&oft  impoiffibtlity  of  its  being  a  Ufl- 

4  vAt» 
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Mr.  CbaHcettw  Pitt  entered  into  a  detail^  ai^  vindicatioh  Mr.  Pitt 
of  the  different  jienfions  that  had  lately  been  granted,  pre- 
mifingthat  he  did  not  think  the  a£k  binding  upon  Minifteirs 
till  it  Ihoutd  have  taken  place,  becaufe  its  objca  was  to  take 
away  a  power  at  this  moment  in  the  Crown^  and  which  of 
conrfe  &e  Crown  had  a  legal  and  juft  right  to  exercife,  un- 
til the  time  Ihould  come  when  the  aa  for  reftraining  it 
ihoald  attack  upon  it.  On  this  point  the  law  itfelf  was  po- 
iitive  and  exprefs;  for  it  declared  that  it  ihould  not  take 

?Iac6,  or  have  any  operation  till  the  5th  of  April  1783. 
JdoU  thii  principle  he  defended  the  penfions.  The  honour- 
able mendber  had  fald,  that  an  exception  oug^t  to  be  made 
in  the  a£»  in  favour  Of  the  perfon  who  (houU  fill  the  high 
ti&Qt  of  Lord  Chancellor ;  therefore  he  tnuft  agree  with 
him,  that  the  pealion  to  the  learned  Lord  who  now  holds  the* 
great  ftal^  was  juftificd  by  the  fpirit|  as  it  moft  unqueftion- 
abt]^  was  bv  the  letter  of  the  ad,  which  not  having  yet  taken 
place,  Could  not  reilrain  th6  Crown  from  exercV:(ing  apowec 
which  it  pofleffes  at  this  moment  by  law.  Nobody,  he  pre^ 
funl^d,  ivould  obje&  that  thC  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain, 
when  bt  Went  out  of  his  high  and  important  office,  fhould 
have  a  fuitable  provi&)n.  With  regard  to  the  pennon  that 
had  been  granted  to  the  prefent  Lord  Chancellor,  it  arofe 
thus  t  His  Majelly  had  been  gracioufly  pleaTed  to  make  a 

troMifilf  16  that  law  officer,  fome  years  ago,  that  he  would 
eftcMT  on  him  fuch  a  penuon  as  that  now  granted,  and  hi* 
Majeily,  a  few  days  fince,  had  fignified  his  I'oyal  intention 
that  the  promifed  mark  of  bis  bounty  and  favour  (hould  be 
then  beft()Wed.    On  that  ground  the  penfion  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  i^ood.   .  At  the  uimo  time  he  thought  it  right  to 
(ay,  that  if  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  chofen  it,  £nce  he  had 
been  in  his  high  office,  he  had  more  than  once  had  it  in  hi^ 
power  to  have  obtaii^ed  a  much  larger  reward,  but  that  h^ 
now  defired  to  have  no  more  done  Tor  him  than  his  Maiefty 
had  formerly' been  gr^ioufly  pleafed  to  promlle  fhould  be 
dod6  for  him.     At  prefent,  a  grant  for  the  penfion,  (o  well 
known  as  tp  \\t  amount,  had  pafled  through  all  its  forms, 
and  the  Chancellor  had  a  farther  promiie  from  his  Majefty 
(which  alfo  had  been  Ipngiince  made}  of  a  Tellerfhip  of  the 
Exchequer;  a  fj)ecies'c^tpyal  bounty  that  had  repeatedly 
been  beftoWed  on  other  pef^iMi  who  had  formerly  nlled  the 
fame  high  and  important  office*  '  For  that  additional  mark  o£ 
the  royal  favour,  the  Chancelloif  of  courfe  m^^  wait  till  a 
future  opportunity.    Two  other  'penfions  of  2000 1.  a  yeai; 

Hhh  2^"  each,  ^ 
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tach,  to  Sir  J<>fcph  Yorkc  and  Lord  GranthaiPy  were  alfo 
juftifiablc  by  both  letter  and  fpirit ;  for  when  the  aft  in  ge- 
neral rcftraincd  the  Crown  from  giving  a  greater  pcnfion 
thatt  300I.  a  year  to  any  one  pcrfon,  it  exprcfsly  excepted 
out  ot  this  reftraint  thofe  who  had  been  ambafTadors  abroad, 
whom  the  Crown  was  to  ufe  its  own  difcretion  in  rewarding. 
He  paid  many  high  compliments  to  Lord  Qrantham,  who, 
he  (aid,  on  his  return  from  an  eight  years  embaffy,  icfufed 
to  be  a  burden  to  his  Sovereign,  when  he  could  no  longer 
fervc  him  1  and  therefore  declined  accepting  the  ufual  falary 
for  an  emoaiTy,  the  duties  of  whicht  by  his  recal  and  the 
fubfcquent  war,  "he  was  unable  to  difcbarge.     His  Majcftv 
had  promifed  to  provide  for  him,  and  had  made  l\im  Firft 
Lord  of   Trade,    which  board  was  afterwards    abolilhcd. 
When,  therefor^.  Lord  Grantham  \yas  called  upon  to  take 
on  him  the  poft  and  duty  of  a  Secretary  of  State,  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  been  gra'cioufly  pleafed  to  promife  him  a  penfion 
of  two  thoufind  pounds  a  year,  whenever  be  fhould  quit 
that  (ituation ;  and  he  would  farther  inforqi  the  HouTe,  that 
the  conditions  of  iht  grant  was,  that  tlje  penfion  was  to  ctafe 
whenever  Lord  GranthaiA  was  iii  po^eflion  of  any  place  or 
office  that  afforded  greater  or  ^qual  ^molunnent.     Having 
dwelt  fdr  fdnle  time  on  thcfe  two  penfions,  and  proved  that 
they  neither  of  them  were  in  thcmfelves  illegal,  or  'contrary 
To  the  fpirit  of  thfe  aft,  that  had  been.fo  often  tj^cDtioncd, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  is  he  wifhed  every  part  of  his  coQaufi,  as  a 
Miniftfcr,  t6  be-  fully  and  fairly  ,undcrftood  by  the  Houfc, 
on  ^hofe  candour  he  rcpofed  .VbitK.tHc  moft  perfcA  confi- 
dence, he  woulid  proceed  to  lay  before  them  a  hiftolrjr  ?f 
*every  pfenffort*  that  had  been  granted .  fincc  he  had  been  ia 
*,6ffice.    There  were  fbme  of  which  the  Houfe  were  not  ap- 
'J)!'tzed;    and"firft,  a  pcntibn  of  2000 1.' a   year  had  been 
granted  to  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  a  gentleman  who  hi>d  fpcnt 
thirty*  years'  of  hitf .life  in  foreign  embalTy,  and  who  confc- 
quently  came  under  the  dcfcription  of  the  enabling  claufc  in 
the  aft.    Sir  Jofeph  Yorkc's  merit  as  an  Ambaffador  was  fo 
well  known,  and  fo  univcrfally  ikrRnowledgcd,  that  Mr.  P'^^ 
thought  it  unneceflary  to  dwell  \*poa  it,  not  imagining  any 
objcftion  could  be  ftarted  againll'tHe  reward  his  Majcfty  h*^ 
been  gracioufty '  pleafed  to  beftow  upon  him.,    ^wo  more 
penfions,  Or  rather  compenfations,   one  of  ^oo\•  and  ihc 
other,  he  believed,  of  500I.  a  yehr,-  kad  been  granted  torxvo 
•  tlerks  of  ihe'Tfcafury,  who  had'bccn  loiig  in  the  public  fcr- 


V  ice,  and  whom  for  the  -  fake  of  fome  official  arrangrmeotSy 
thej  had  found  it  ncccffafy  to  fuperannuate«  "ThcCc  pen- 
lions  certainly  came  not  within  the  letter  of  the  ad^  having 
been  granted  antecedent  to  the  5th  of  April.'    Another  pen- 
lion  did  indeed  nominally  exceed  the  fuin  pre{cribed  by  the 
afly  but  in  reality  it  did  not  amount  to  fo  much.     He  be* 
lieved  he  fpoke  in  the  hearing  of  thdfe  who.  knew  that  pen* 
fion  did  not  originate  with  his  Majefty^s  preCent  fervants  ;  ,he 
meant  a  penfion  of  35ol«  a  year  nominally  to  Mr.  Morgan^ 
now  with  Sir  Guy  Carleton  as  his  iecretary.    That  pendon 
he  underftood  had  been  promifed  to  Mr.  Morgan,  when  he 
confented  to  go  out^  as  9  reward  for  his  quitting  his  connec- 
tions here  at  home.    There  was  one  penfion  more,  if  it  could 
be  called  a  penfion^  which  he  faw  no  neceility  for  his  going 
into  the  .private  hiftory  of,  but  he  would  neverthelefs  ftate 
that  it  was  a  peniion  of  200L  which  had  been  granted  to  a 
gentleman  on  his  leaving  the  Tax-office,  and  coming  into 
the  fcrvicc  of  the  Trcafujy^  as  a,  coropenfation,  in.  caie  by 
^he  change  of  Miniftry  He  Ihould  be  thrown, out  of  employ-* 
mcnt,* 

Having,  as  he  believejd,  fairly  flated  all  the  penfions  tliaC 
had  been  granted,  the  Houfc^  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  were  now  ia 
pofieffion  <of  ttie  whb}e  of  the  proceedings  of  that  nature^ 
that  had  taken  place  in  thp  courfe  of  the  fumm^r ;  and  as 
they  came  not  by  any  means  within  the  letter  of  the  a£l,  and 
were  in  themlelves  perfectly  reafonable,  he  trufied  implicit- 
ly to  the  candour  of  the  Houfe,  declaring  himfelf  ready  to        .. 
take  His.  .(hare  of  the  refponiibinty  for  having  fet  his  hand 
to  thein^,  but  hoping  that  if  there  was  any  thin^  wrong  in 
iiavihg  granted'  them,  the  Houfe  would  not  thmk  of  dif- 
turbing  or  revoking  either  thofc  that  had  been  fully  grantedj 
or  of  itoppihg  th^t  of  ILord  Grantham,  but  would  proceed  to 
fuch  meafures  of-  a  prpfppdjiYe  nature,  as  fhould  prevent  the 
repetition  of  (imil^r  errors  in. future,  if  errors  they  were. 
Under  this  impreffion,  therefore,  it  was  that  he  Hoped  his 
lionoural>lc  friend  would  confent  fo  to  modify  his  motion,  at 
to  take  away  from  it  any  words  that  might  convey  a  retro* 
fpcAive  cepfure  ;  and  when  it  was  fo  altered^  it  would  un- 
doubtedly .meet  with  his  chearful  fupport.     As  f^r'  as  re- 
'  garded  the  paft  conduft  of  Miniftcrs,  Mr.  Pitt  declared,  ,he 
felt  no  fort  of  embarraiTinent  in  unboloming  hitnfelf  fiilly  to 
the  Houfe,;  there  was  a  part  o^  his  honourable  friend^s  fpeech, 
however,  to  which  he  could  not  fo  eaiily  allude,  and  which 
excited  m  his  mind, the  moft  feeling  cmocioos;  that  vrH  the 

^  part 
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sbrming  exercift-of  the  in^uence  of  the  Cro^n  ?  What  was 
it^  but  bribing!  peHbns  by  petiiions  to  take  on  tfaem  offices, 
to  accept  ^hkh  they  had  no  inclination  ?  By  this  means  the 
Crown  coald^  always  obtain  an  adminiilration  witboat  the 
fmalleft  regard  to  the  fenfe^sil^  Parliament,  or  the  confidence 
of  the  people;     After  fevordy  reprobating  this 'mode  of  bc- 
jtowing  a  peniioq,' as  a  condidoiv  of  accepting  high  office, 
and  declaritig  that  though  a  Lkyrd  Chancellor  had  a  right  to 
cxpeft  a  pecmon:<on  quitting  h\i  fituation,  he  hoped  it  would 
■ot  be  underflood,  that  future  Secretaries  of  State  were  to 
bave  the  fame  expe^ationsv^n:  Fox  adverted  to  the  defence 
let  up  by  Mr»  Pitt  for  Lord' Grantham  having  been  employ- 
ed on  foreign  fervicc  for  the^Crpwn.    Mr. -Fox  admitted 
that  his  Lordfkip  came  under  that  defcription,   but  faid,  he 
bad  himfelf  moved  to  idfert  thkt  clatife  of  the  z£t  of  Parlia- 
ment, though  with  a  different  View  from  thdt  in  which  it 
was  now  regarded.     His  idea  was,  not  to  enable  the  Croiva 
to  grant  penfions  to  hoblemeA^'tWho^had' bet rf  employed  in 
important  bintxifnesy   and ;  whdfe 'affioeht  .private  fprtunes 
placed  them;  above  the  want  of  k  penfioo,  butto  enable  the 
Crown  to  provide  foe  a  very  differeht  dcfcription  of  |ierfon$ 
ient  upon  foreign  fervicck    It'was  well  known,  that  young 
men  of  fome:family  and  abititi^^  were  picked  out;  an9  feni 
early  in  life  lo  foreign  cduru>^ where  they  remaitied' for  fe- 
vered years^. and. were  thentx^ved  toomeV  cbiirts, '^nd  fo 
on*     Thefd  perfons,   were  they  not  fo  employed,  would 
doubtlcfs  Itave  puirfued  fome  profefRon  or  other  at  lidn&e,  in 
which  theyiimghi  Have  been  fuccefsf ul ;  and  thereFor^,  when 
Ccoai  a  chas^  of '^Adminiftration  it  became  neceftary  tp  re- 
.^aU  them,-  he  thought  it  extremely  hard,   (as  they  mud  by 
tbat.time  baKSr.!^  all  their  cdniicldiohs  at  home,  as' well  as 
their  change  6f  fuccefs  in  any  profeffional  purftfJt)  that  they 
flibuldigo  unvcNvalrded!.  «lr-w^st6  meet  this  (ftfGcnlty,  that 
be  had  movedihe  clattfb,  and  with  no  othir-viefw^t^hatever. 
Hc^:neit7Ci(ine.io  the  merftion  of  (Sir  Jofeph  Yoi*ltt%  penfion, 
and  not  having  }t he. faohottt  to  be-acquainted  with  that  gco- 
l^eoi^Q,  he  fiid^  he  was*  not  enibted*^o  fortify  hfixifetf  againft 
the  change* of  peribnal  aod  invidious  th^tivesi  itr  regard  ta 
ft)M  he  .(hould  fay,,  in  like  OUiibtte'r  as  he  had  been  able  tp 
foAifjr  faimiielf^  with  ce^rd^tc^iiheil^rdiChaAtelldr'knd  Lord 
Gmoibam  I  b^  cooid  4dnlv  thei^erfb^c'ftifctaim  being  aAuated 
hy  Mjr  Tods  diOfipr«s»    MiitHntiSfpcA  to  Sif  Jofeph^s  penfion, 
be.dediredy.iHougb  he  liak£lei!v«d-ht&  country  irifbf^grr  em- 
baOy  tUffjcy  •^JkScsj  yet  if h^  h«  looked  \%  bis  &oijoaH  ^ 
..     .  cnjoltt- 
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emoluments,  he  faw  no  Qecef&ty  for  the  peniion  lately  grant* 
cd.     He  next  fpoke  of  Mr.  Morgan^s .  penlion,  and  faid^ 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  promife  of  any  fuch  pcniion 
when  he  was  in  office.     Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  below  hiai 
might   [Lord  John  Cavendift.]     He  objeAed,    however, 
very  ilrongly  to  any  penfion's  being  granted  as  a  bribe  to 
any  perfons  taking  upon  him  an  efficient  office.    He  thought 
the  principle  a  pernicious  one,  add  though  he  meant  nothing  ' 
invidious,  or  perfonally  offenfive  to  the  noble  Lord  over  the 
way,  he  could  not  avoid  taking  that  opportunity  of  faying, 
that  when  the  learned  Lord  accepted  an  office  for  life,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  accepted  the  office  of  Treafurer  of  the  Na* 
vy,  (which  though  not  a  finecure,  was  pretty  much  like  one) 
all  the  world  wondered  at  fuch  a  ftrange  n)ode  of  giving  a 
man  an  office  for  life,  as  a  condition  of  his  taking  another, 
and  that  almoft  a  linecure  office;  and  it  was  univerfally  de« 
dared  the  moft  lavifh  and  abfurd  mode  of  wafting  the  public 
money  that  could  be  adopted.     Mr.  Fox  next  adverted  to 
the  two  clerks  of  the  Treafury,  wUo  had  been  fuperannuated 
on  penfions  of  500!.  and  700!.  per  annum,  and  alked,  if  tbe]f 
really  were,    from  infirmity,    illnefs,    or  any  other  caufc, 
obliged  to  be  fuperannuated,  or  whether  the  whole  of  tba( 
bufinefs  was  not  a  mere^ob,  for  the  fake  of  an  arrangement 
more  agreeable  to  the  Minifter  ?  With  regard  to  the  graft- 
ing 200I.  a  year  to  a  clerk  taken  from  the  Tax^office  to  the 
Treafury,    he  reprobated  that   meafure,  and  alluded  to  9 
tranfaftion  that  had  paflTed  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ten  day^ 
lince,  which  he  termed  a  fcandalous  tranfaftion.     He  agaia 
urged  the  bad  policy  of  granting  penfiofis,  as  bribes  to  per- 
fons to  take  on  them  efficient  employment,   and  having  fully 
difcuiTed  all  the  topics  he  had  touched  upon,  he  faid,  3)Cugb 
no  man  had  a  greater  perfonal  regard  for  the  Secretary  of 
State  juft  promoted  to  a  peerage,  than  he  entertained ;  and 
although*no  man  wiflied  him  to  be  loaded  with  honours  more 
than  be  did,  vet  the  remark  was  fo  obvious,  that  he  could 
not  avoid  obierving,  that  it  was  a  little  extraordinary,  that 
the  Crown  fhould  think  proper  to  reward  thofe  minifters  who 
had  affifted  in  making  a  peace,  which  the  more  he  confidered 
and  reconfidered  it,  the  more  he  found  caufe  to  wonder  at 
the  poffibility  of  any  man's   being  capable  of  fetting  his 
hand  to  it.     And  yet  that  peace,  which,  to  fay  the  lead  of 
it,  had  not  met  with  the  approbation  of  that  Houics.  but  in 
fome  degree  lay  under  its  cenfure,  was  thought  of  lb  diffq- 
^  rently  elfewhere,  that  it  had  been  found  advifeable  to  reward 
Vol.  IX.  ,    I  i  i  one 
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one  of  the  Secretaries  who  made  it  with  honours. and  the 
other  with  emoluments.  After  putting  this  very  pointedly, 
Mr.  Fox  faid,  with  the  leave  of  the  Houfe  he  would  fo  far 
digreft  from  the  principal  fubjeft  of  debate,  as  (o  take  fome 
notice  of  the  extraordinary  remark  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  addrefs.  To  find  that  gentiemaa 
&t  any  time  differ  from  him  in  opinion,  was  a  matter  that  gave 
him  real  concern.  He  lamented  that  an  honourable  friend, 
who  was  every  way  fo  refpe£kable  and  independent,  did  not 
concur  with  him  in  fentiment,  but  he  could  not  let  what  had 
fallen  from  that  honourable  gentleman  pafs  unnoticed ;  at 
the  fame  time  he  declared  he  knew  not  to  what  his  honour- 
able friend  had  alluded.  His  honourable  friend  had  talked 
of  thofe  who  avowed,  who  boaflcd,*  and  who  gloried  in  afi- 
ing  independent  of  the  public  opinion.  If  his  honourable 
friend  meant  to  allude  to  him,  he  was  miftaken.  He  had 
neither  avowed,  boafted  of,  nor  gloried  in  any  fuch  condud; 
6n  the  contrary,  he  maintained  the  very  reverfe  idea;  aod 
be  was  not  a  little  furprried  to  hear  his  honourable  friend  ioi* 
mediately  afterwards  confefs,  he  thought  the  governmeot 
ought  to  go  into  fuch  hands.  How  was  this  to  be  recon- 
ciled ?  To  him  it  appeared  moft  irreconcileable.  He  had 
contended,  and  he  ever  would  contend,  that  no  Mioiften 
who  adcd  independent  of  the  public  opinion,  ought  to  be 
employed.  The  public  opinion  alone  was  the  bam,  in  hif 
mind,  on  which  an  adminiltration  fhould  be  forined.^  It 
had  been  argued  again  and  again,  that  the  King  had  a  right 
to  chufe  his  OJvn  MiniAers.  In  that  particular,  he  retted 
on  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  not  on  the  letter  of  it; 
and  grounding  his  opinion  on  the  (pirit  of  the  conflitutiooy 
he  ever  had  and  ever  would  maintain,  that  his  Majefly,  ia 
j^is  choice  of  Minifters,  ought  not  to  be  influenced  by  his 
perfonal  favour  alone,  but  by  the  public  voice,  by  the  feofe 
of  his  Parliament  and  the  fenfe  of  his  people  !  An  Adminif* 
tration  in  whom  that  (loufe  did  not  place  a  confidence,  was 
fuch  an  Adminiftration  as  it  was  unfafe  to  lodge  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country  in  at  this  crilis.  It  was  no  argument 
to  fay,  *^  I  am  a  Miniflcr,  becaufe  his  Majefty  has  madcmc 
one."  The  perfonal  influence  of  the  Crown  was  not  the 
ground  for  a  Minifter  to  (land  upon.  The  confidence  of  the 
people  mufl  accompany  the  royal  favour,  or  the  country 
could  not  be  governed  wifely,  profperouily  or  fafely.  He 
would  repeat  what  he  had  mentioned  the  day  before  ;  be  did 

^    not,  upon  his  honour,  believe  there  were  any  men  (0  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  defperate,  but  it  was  reported  without  doors,  that 
there  was  an  intention  of  diflblving  the  Parliament  Let 
the  Houfe  look  at  the  bufinefs  upon  their  table !  Let  them 
coniider  the  many,  the  great,  and  the  important  queftions, 
beyond  all  former  c'xample,  that  awaited  their  difcuflion  ! 
Let-them  thinic  of  the  confequence,  if  a  diflblution  of  Par- 
liament was  to  take  place,  without  a  refponfihle  Minifter  ia 
office.  He  would  not  ofFer  any  proportion  or  advice  to 
them.  Let  them  weigh  their  (ituation,  and  a£l  accordingly  ! 
With  regard  to  the  coalition  fo  frequently  alluded  to,  let 
geotlemeo  coolly  aik  themfelves,  if  ever  unanimity  was  moft 
requifire,  whether  this  was  not  the  time  for  it?  Let  them 
confult  their  judgment,  whether  former  animofities  ought 
not  to  be  buried  under  the  prefent  difficulties,  and  whether^ 
this  was  a  fit  moment  for  retorts  and  repartees !  I'o  what 
porpbfe  urge  former  heats  and  afperities  }  Were  there  any 
two  of  them  that  could  be  put  into  a  room  together,  of  which 
a  third  perfon  could  not  fay,  *'  you  formerly  violently  op- 
posed each  other,  and  this  or  that  harlh  thing  was  faid  of  one 
of  you  by  the  other  ?'*  Mr.  Fox  conjured  all  fides  of  the 
Houfe  to  unite,  through  a  fenfe  of  the  critical  fituation  of 
the  country.  He  adviled  moderation  and  unanimity,  as  tlie 
great  mean's  of  reftoring  the  public  welfare,  and  returned  his 
hearty  thanks  to  Mr.  Powys,  for  his  vigilance  and  care  in 
bringing  forward,  at  fuch  a  moment,  a  motion  fo  wife,  io 
neccflary,  and  every  way  (o  proper,  as  that  under  confidera« 
tion.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  his  fpeech  he  took  occafioa 
again  to  mention  the  talents  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  his 
great  influence.  He  faid,  the  countty  felt  that  influence  to 
Its  difadvantage  at  that  moment.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
exertion  of  that  influence,  he  verily  believed  fuch  an  admi- 
ntftration  would  have  been  fome  days  fince  formed,  as  would 
have  had  the  confidence  of  Parliament,  and  the  confidence 
of  the  people. 

The  Lord Mvocatehzyxng  been  perfooally  alluded  to,  felt  ThmLnH 
it  nccelTary  to  fay  a  few  words.  It  was  rather  odd,  that  in  a  Adv^cita, 
fpeech  wherein  unanimity  was  fo  inuch  extolled,  and  wheire 
the  Houfe  was  told,  that  they  ought  not  to  indulge  in  retorts 
and  repartees',  the  honourable  gentleman  (hould  have  dealt 
in  them  fo  largely.  In  the  firft  place  he  would  afllire  the 
honourable  member,  that  he  had  not  obtained  the  place  of 
Keeper  of  the  Signet  ii»  Scotland,  as  an  inducement  to  acc.pt 
of  the  Treafurerfliip  of  the  Navy  of  England,  a  place  wh  ch 
he  was  very  willing  to  confefs  was  not  fit  for  hiji :  be  ^ad 

I  i  i  d  faid 
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faid  fo  to  pcrfoDS  t\ow  within  hearing ;  and  be  declared  he 
h^d  confented  to  accept  it  only  until  fome  other  perfon  (hoold 
be  found  to  fill  itr    But  he  would  not  fay  he  was  unfit  for 
the  place  he  had  obtained  in  Scotland  ;  and  bis  Majefty  hav- 
ing been  pleafed  to  honour  him  with  a  patent  place,  he  would 
afuire  the  honourable  gentleman  he  would  never  difhonour 
the  patent,  by  carrying  it  to  market.     This  pointed  allu(ioa 
called  up 
Iffr.  Fox«         Mr.  FcXj   who  faid,  the  tranfadion  alluded  to   (his  ex- 
change of  the  Clerk(hip  of  the  Pells  in  Ireland,  for  a  pen« 
iion  on  that  kingdom)  had  nothing  in  it  diQionourablc  :  the 
patent  he  had  received  from  his  father,  as  part  of  his  for- 
tune, and  unconneAed  with  the  then  adminlAration,  who 
applied  to  him,  he  confented  to  accommodate  government, 
but  on  very  bad  terms  for  himfelf,  as  he  had  given  away  a 
thing  of  greater  value,  than  that  which  he  had  got  in  return 
for  It.     This  was  the  whole  tranfa£tion.    It  had  been  a  mat- 
.    ter  well  known,  a  matter  talked  of  in  that  Houfe,  and  a  mat- 
ter that  ho  one  perfon,  except  the  learned  Lord,  ever  thought 
difgraceful  or  difhonourable  in  the  fmalleft  degree    The 
place  was  no  favour  to  him  from  the  Crown,  no  boon  from 
nis  prefent  Majefly  or  his  Minifters,  but  a  legacy  left  him 
by  one  of  his  relations,  as  difpofable  by  him  as  any  other 
fpecies  of  property  whatever,     Mr.  Fox,  after  explaining 
this  matter  very  fully,  declared,  upon  his  honour,  that  he 
knew  not  of  the  manner  of  the  learned  Lord's  accepting  of 
the  place  of  Treafufcrof  theNavy,  and  mentioned,  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  refufcd  putting  the  feal  to  the  learned 
Lord's  patent  of  Keeper  of  the  Signet  of  Scotland  for  life, 
till  he  was  appointed  Treafurer  of  the  Navy. 
Mr.  Rigby.       Mr.  Rigby  faid,  he  was  acquainted  with  the  whole  tranf- 
adion  of  Mr.  Fox's  bargain,  which  was  perfc£lly  bonour- 
f^Me;  and  in  which  there  was  but  one  thing  cenfurable, 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  parted  with  his  patent 
for  lefs  than  it  was  worth.     As  to  the  learned  Lord,  he  could 
vouch  for  him,  that  he  had  told  him,  manv  months  ago,  that 
^e  was  afhamed  that  a  Lord  Advocate,  wno  was  at  the  bead 
of  the  bar  in  Scotland,  fhould  hold  fo  lucrative  an  employ* 
ment,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  very  little  conneded  with  his 
profcffion,  as  was  that  of  the  Treafurcrfhip  of  the  Navy. 
Having  done  this  mutual  juftice  to  the  Lord  Advocate  and 
'Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Rigby  faid,  he  did  not  like  the  addrels,  and 
yet  he  knew  that  in  thefe  times  it  would  be  in  vain  to  oppofe 
lt»    The  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  w^  clearly  the  other  way  :  but 
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unpopular  as  the  declaration  might  be,  he  made  no  (cmple 
to  declare,  that  he  difapproved  of  the  a  A  in  qneflion,  and 
that  he  wi(hed  the  power  of  the  Crown  had  pot  h«en  fo  much 
limited  as  it  was.     He  faw  clearly,  that  from  dimifliing  the 
royal  influence  many  of  the  prefent  inconveniences  of  the 
country  arofe  ;  and  if  the  honour ab  e  gentleman's  a£l  was  to 
continue  in  force,  in  two  or  three  years  it  would  be  impofli- 
ble  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  Govenrment  in  that  Houfe. 
He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Crown  ought  to  remain  in  pof- 
fclBon  of  what  the  conflitution  deiigned  it  to  hold,  the  power        '    ^  4 
of  rewarding  with  honours  and  penfions  ;  and  fo  far  from 
thinking  there  were  two  many  peufions,  he  wiflied  there  bad 
been  at  leaft  one  more.     As  that  would  probably  be  the. lad 
opportunity  he  (liould  have,  (fince  in  all  likelihood  the  ad- 
drcfs  would  be  carried,  and  then  Mini ilers  dared  not  ad vi(^ 
the  Crown  to  grant  another  penfion)  he  faid  he  wopld  men- 
tion the  penfions  to  which  he  alluded.     It  was  a  peniion  that 
had  been  much  talked  of  laft  year,  and  even  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Fox]  a  penfion  to  Lord 
Rodney,     That  noble  Lord  had  by  no  means  been  fufficient- 
ly  rewarded.     Mr.  Fox  had  faid,  at  the  time  he  bad  juft 
fjX)kcn  of,  **  Why  grant  Lord  Rodney  a  penlion  ;,  be  may> 
perhaps,  bring  home  half  a  million  of  money,  and  if  fo,  he 
cannot  want  a  penfion.   If,  however,  the  cafe  fhould  be  other- 
wife,  and  he  fhould  (land  in  need  of  one,  undoubtedly  it 
OQght  to  be  granted.**     Mr.  Rigby  faid,  he  was  perfuadejl 
the  noble  Lord's  fortune  was  not  equal  to  the  fupport  pf  hts 
rank,  and  therefore  he  hoped  he  would  have  a  ptniion.    Mr* 
Rigby  alfo  expreiTed  a  wifh,  that,  although  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  late  coalition,  fuch  an  adminiftration  might  be 
formed,  as  would  refcue  us  from  the  derifion  of  the  world, 
and  reftore  the  country  to  its  former  refpcftable  ftarc.  •  He 
faid,  he  would   fupport  fuch   an  adminiftration,    whether 
formed  on  a  broad  or  a  narrow  bafis. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pits  begged  pardon  for  having  omitted  to  Mr.  Pitt, 
fpeak  of  two  other  peniions  :  it  was  in  contemplation  to  fet- 
tle one* on  Lord  Rodney  and  General  Eliott  for  three  lives  ; 
but  as  they  were  to  be  for  fives,  they  could  not  be  paid  out 
of  thecivillift,  and  confequently  were  not  within  the  a£l  of 
lift  year. 

Mr.  Elliot  faid,  that  in  order  to  (hew  that  the  addrefs  had  Mr.EtlUti 
&o  retrofpeft,  he  would  move  an  amendment,  viz.  to  leave 
oot  eeconomical  moJcratioHf  and  infcrt  rcjiruliom  ;  and  to  leave 
out  adhired  tOy  and  infert  obfctvedi  and  to  leave  out  grants 

and 
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and  infert  ordered  to  le  granted ;  and  to  leave  out  is^  and  in- 
fert  are* 
Mr.  Bjns*  Mr,  Byng  jnftified  Mr.  Fox,  with  regard  to  his  exchange 
of  the  Cierkfliip  of  the  Pells  of  Ireland,  and  faid,  that  the 
place  had  no  fooner  paiTed  out  of  the  hands  of  his  honourable 
friend  into  that  of  the  hononrable  gentleman,  for  whom  it 
was  purchafed,  [Mr.  Jenkinfon]  than  its  value  was  increa(cd 
to  the  full  difference  of  the  amount  bf  loool.  a  year. 
G«v.  Jdba-  Governor  yohnftone  charged  gentlemen  with  want  of  cou- 
^  wge,  to  come  fairly  to  the  point  on  thefc  occafions  ;  they 

declared  themfelves  enemies  to  theie  peniions  in  the  general, 
bat  were  afraid  to  fpeak  of  the  individuals  to  whom  they 
were  granted.  He  thought  the  Houfe  wrong  from  the  be- 
gianing;  for  if  the  law  attached  from  the  firft,  then  all  the 
penfions  hitherto  granted  were  illegal ;  if  the  law  did  not  yet 
attach,  the  Crown  was  under  no  reflraint  at  prefent.  He 
oblerved,  that  the  a£t  of  which  he  was  fpeaking  was  a  bad 
one  in  his  opinion,  as  it  took  from  the  CiDwn  the  power  ab- 
ibiutely  neceiTary  to  carry  on  government.  He  faid,  that 
the  argument  did  not  hold  upon  which  the  ad  of  laft  year 
was  juftifiedy  and  the  peniions  that  had  been  granted  fioce. 
The  a£k  expreilly  foi'bad  any  peniions  being  granted,  and  yet 
he  had  the  preceding  day  heard  it  ailertcd,  that  Lord  Aih- 
burton*s  peniion  wiis  extremely  proper,  and  that  Colonel 
Barr£U  penfion  was  extremely  proper ;  and  this  day  he  had 
been  told,  that  the  f^ord  Chancellor's  penfion  was  extremely 
proper,  that  Lord  Grantharti's  peniion  w^s  extremely  pro- 
per, that  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke*s  peniion  was  extremely  proper^ 
and  that  all  the  variety  of  leiTer  peniions  were  extremely 
proper.  There  muft,  the  Governor  obfcrved,  be  fomething 
radically  wrong  either  in  the  a£l  of  lait  feifion,  or  in  thefe 
peniions;  both  could  not  be  extremely  proper.  The  plain 
faft  was,  that  Houie  had  not  the  courage  to  meet  a  perfonal 

Jueilion.  They  were  bold  in  advancing  a  theory  ;  they 
inched  when  they  came  to  reduce  it  into  praAice.  The 
Governor  next  adverted  to  the  repeated  attacks  on  Lord 
North,  as  the  author  of  the  American  war.  That  noble 
Lord,  he  faid,  was^  in  his  opinion,  cruelly  ufed.  It  was 
fhe  faihion  now  to  call  the  American  war  the  noble  Lord^ 
war.  The  Houfe  could  not  be  ignorant  that  it  was  no  fuch 
things  It  was  the  war  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  the  war 
of  the  people  of  England  ;  the  war  which  this  country  in  the 
hour  of  its  madnefs  begun,  and  was  detennined  to  profecutc, 
in  fpite  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe^    Let  the  Honfe  reco\- 

left 
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U&  how  fmall  the  minority  was  that  oppofed  it  in  its  origin. 
Even  the  honourable  genileoian  who  made  the  motion  of  the 
day,  and  a  more  independant  and  refpeftabie  member  fat  no( 
within  thofe  walls,  was  eager  for  it  at  its  commencement. 
When  he,  [the  Governor]  forefeeing  the  miichief  it  would 
occaiion,  and  the  rain  that  had  followed,  oppofed  it  with  all 
his  might,  that  honourable  gentleman  had  been  loud  in  urg« 
ing  the  neceility  of  maintaining  the  legiflative  rights  of 
Great  Britain  ;  to  attempt,  therefore,  at  this  time,  to  (hift 
a  common  error  off  the  (boulders  of  that  Houfe,  and  place  it 
on  thofe  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  was  mean^ 
unmanly,  and  unjuft, 

Mr.  Cowrtenay  faid,  that  as  the  motion  was  explained  to  Mr. 
be  merely  profpeSive,  and  to  have  no  view  or  reference  *«•*?• 
whatever  to  the  penfions  already  granted,  be  would  very  rea* 
dily  confcflt  to  it,  though  he  would  otherwife  have  oppofed 
it ;  and  he  would  have  oppofed  it  for  this  reafon,  that  he 
thought  nothing  could  be  more  unreafonable,  than  that  Mi* 
nificrs  who  had  figned  a  peace,  which  had  fallen  under  the 
cenfore  of  the  Houfe,  fhould  be  fo  far  perfecuted,  as  to  be 
deprived  of  every  fpccies  of  confolation  ;  and  that  whilft  they 
had  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  Parliament,  an^  the  abhor- 
rence  of  their  country,  they  might  not  be  allowed  the  honeft 
and  repuuble  fatisfafiion  which  was  ftill  left  them,  of  being 
a  burthen  to  the  public,  or  penfioners  to  the  Crown.  And 
he  thought  it  the  peculiar  blefling  of  this  conftitution,  thai 
Minificrs^  whofe,  condufi  was  defpifcd  and  reprobated  by 
one  branch  of  the  legiflature,  might  ftill  not  only  be  pro-» 
teAed,  but  cherilhed  and  rewarded  by  another  branch  ;  arid 
that  popular  odium  might  be  counterbalanced  by  royal  fa- 
vour. Let  any  humane  perfon  coniider,  what  muft  be  the 
wretched  fituatioo  of  men,  who  had  loft  every  degree  of  re- 
putation, and  what  was  dearer  to  them,  every  emolument 
of  office,  if  they  were  at  the  fame  time  deprived  of  the  quar- 
terly comfort  of  a  well  paid  peniion,  that  enabled  them  to 
look  down  with  contempt  on  the  people  and  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  and  to  look  up  with  gratitude  to  their  Sovereign. 
Mr,  Courtenay  obferved,  that  it  was  unworthy  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  [Mr.  Fox's]  ufual  liberality  and 
candour,  to  refied  on  gentlemen  for  having  made  a  previous 
ftiputation  with  the  Earl  of  bhelburne,  as  nothing  fo  ftrongly  . 
evinced  their  thorough  knowledge  of  that  Minifter,  as  the 
caution  with  which  they  tranfafled  and  bargained  with  him, 
before  they  would  engage  to  fppport  his  adminiftration. 
I  The 
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The  learned  Lord,  it  had  been  alledged,  had  one  of  his  em- 
ployments Tcciircd  for  life,  and  the  other  [Lord  Grantham  J 
we  were  told,  had   a  pofitive  promife  of  a  penfion  from  the 
King. '    Both  of  them  equally^ manifefling,  by  their  condufl^ 
that  they  had  virtue,  and  it  was  neceflary  that  virtue  fhocld 
be  ptfrchafed  for  a  valuable  confideration,  before  they  would 
part  with  it ;  and  that  they  coniidered  a  promife  merely  from 
the  Earl  of  Shclhurne  as  no  conlideration  at  alt.     In  aofwcr 
to  Mr.  Rigby*s  declaring  that  he  would  fupport  any  Admi- 
ni  ft  ration  formed  cither  on  ^  narrow  or  broad  bails,  he  faid, 
be  fhould  only  obferve,  that  he  gave  him  entire  credit  for 
his  declaration.     He  was  perfuaded  that  worthy  gentleman 
had  no  other  motive  for  his  condu£^,  but  to  preferve  peace  and 
unanimity  in  the  country,  to  maintain  the  due  equilibrium 
between  the  Crown  and  the  people,  and  to  hold  to  the  Ikil 
moment  he  could  —  every  balance  in  his  hands.     Mr.  C}ur- 
tenay  remarked,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  and 
ibme  others  of  his  defcription,  dreaded  and  deprecated  a 
coalition  which  would  unite  talents,  integrity,  property,  and 
charader,  and  form  an  y\dminiftration,  which  would  deride 
and  fet  at  nought  the  little  fubordinate  cabals  of  intrigue  and 
left-handed  cunning,  and   reduce  to  their  proper  iniigniii- 
cance,  men  who  had  nothing  to  recommend  them  as  objeds 
of  public  attention,  but  their  intrigues  and  their  ingratitude. 
On  the  fame  principle,  that  the  right  honourable  ffcntlcraan 
thought  the  influence  of  the  Crown  was  too  mich  diminifticd 
by  the  bill  of  reform,  he  would  alfo  think  it  too  muchdimi- 
oiflied  by  this  horrible  coalition  ;  and  therefore  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  prerogative  fhould  be  preferved  entire  in  the 
Crown,  by  appointing  a  Minifter,  if  it  pleafbd,  without  probi- 
ty and  without  parts,  without  friendfliip  and  without  connec- 
tion, without  (upport  in  the  Houfe,  and  without  confidence 
and  approbation  out  of  it.     He  faid,  he  avoided  obferving 
upon  the  light  in  whicl\  the  public  would  fee  this  declaratioa 
of  univerfal  i'ujpport  to  all  adminiftrations  :  the  light  in  which 
malice  would  underftand  it,,  was  this  }  that  the  two  right  ho- 
nourable  gentlemen's  lir(l  view  and  purpofe  was  to  fappUnt 
and  undermine  the  coalition  they  vilified  ;  but  being  unable 
10  accoroplifh  that^objcfl,  they  were  prepared  —  if  conve- 
nience required,  to  I  upport  it  ;   and  not  being  able  to  ac' 
ouire  all  that  they  would,  they  fhould  temperately  he  fatil- 
ned  with  taking  all  they  could,  from  minilters  of  any  fort 
and  every  difcription  — — 
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Like  the  Yile  ftraw,  that's  blown  about  the  ftreet^ 
Some  Dee<]y  member  ftick  to  all  they  meet ; 
Coachedy  carted,  trod  upon  —  nowloofe— now  faft. 
And  carry'd  off  in  fome  dog's  tail  at  laft. 

Earl  Nugent  rofe  to  recommend  LieutenanNgeneral  Boyd  Eari  r^a* 
to  a  peniion,  but  the  Houfe  was  clamourous  for  the  queftion.  s^^* 
It  was  accordingly  put  as  amended,  and  agreed  to  without 
oppofition. .  ' 

March  7. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  taking  into  coniideration  the 
ordnance  eftimates,  was  read;  but  the  Earl  of  Surrey  ex-  Earl  of 
preiled  a  dcfire,  that  the  Houfe  would  pafs  over  this  order,  S«my. 
and  proceed  to  the  fecond,  which  was  for  going  into  a  com-^ 
mittee  00  the  bill  for  eftabliihing  proviiional  regulations  fot 
an  intercourfe  with  America  :  this  bill  was  of  the  moft  prei- 
ling  nature,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  prefer 
the  coniideration, of  it  at  prefent  to  that  of  the  ordnance  ef- 
timates,  which  might  as  well  be  taken  up  fome  other  day* 

Lord  Newbaven  admitted,  that  it  was  neceiTary  that  fome  Lord  Kew- 
commercial  regulations  ihould  fpeedlly  take  place ;  but  it  ^'*'°* 
did  not  follow,  that  becaufe  fome  regulations  were  neceiTary, 
the  Houie  muft  neceiTarily  adopt  thofe  contained  in  the  bill 
alluded  to :  but  though  tbefe  regulations  fhould  be  lefs  ex* 
ceptionable  than  he  thought  them  to  be,  itill  he  was  of  opi* 
nioo,   that  fo  great,   fo  exteniive,   fo  important  a  fubje£(      '^ 
fhould  not  be  agitated,  when  this  country  was  abfolutely 
without  a  miniftry  ;  and  therefore  he  would  oppofe  any  far- 
ther progrefs  of  the  bill,  until  a,  government  fhould  have  been 
formed. 

The  Speaker  was  proceeding  to  put  the  queiiion  on  the 
order  of  the  day,  when  Mr.  HuJJey  rofe,  and  I'aid^  he  wiflled  Mr.'RatTey. 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  a  fabje£t  of  great  im- 
portance. There  was  upon  their  table  a  report  froo)  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  enquire  into  the  flate  of  our  finances  ; 
of  that  committee  he  had  been  an  unworthy  member,  and 
the  report  contained  feveral  ferious  fa£ts,  well  deferving  the 
coniideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  yet  no  proceeding  whatever 
had  been  had  upon  that  report.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal 
about  penfions  the  preceding  day,  much  of  it  had  given  himi 
very  great  concert),  and  he  never  in  his  life  felt  himrfelf  fo 
humbled  as  a  Member  of  Parliament.  The  cbore  he  re- 
flected on  what  he  had  heard,  the  more  he  was  mortified. 
With  regard  to  the  Lord  Chancellor's  peniion,  that  was  out 
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of  the  qaeftion.  Every  Gentleman  muft  Ctt  the  propriety 
of  it.  txix.  as  to  mod  of  the  other  peafions  that  had  been 
iTicntiotiedj  he  thought  them  extremely  wrong.  Good  God  ! 
give  away  penfions  of  2000I.  a  year,  when  we  arc  not  certain 
'  that  we  could  pay  a  penny  in  the  pound  to  the  honeft  natiomil 
creditor  !  We  ought  to  l>e  juft  before  we  were  generous. 
Let  gentlemen  look  at  the  report  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
They  would  iherc  fee  that  the  linking  fund,  which  at  the  Ik- 
ginning  of  the  war  amounted  to  three  millions  and  upwards, 
had  been  wafted  during  the  adminidration  of  the  noble  Lord 
irt  the  blue  ribband,  in  order  to  make  good  the  deficiencies 
of  the  noble  Lord^s  unproductive  taxes,  and  was  now  reduced 
to  a  few  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  That  report  ought,  Mr. 
MuflTey  faid,  to  be  taken  into  confiderat ion,  and  if  nobody 
clfe  would  move  ir,  he  woufd.  Mr.  Huflcy  declared,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  his  feelings ;  but  hearing  what 
he  had  heard  the  day  before,  and  knowing  the  reduced  flate 
of  the  country,  he  could  not  with  any  patience  hear  of  pen- 
fions being  multiplied  in  a  manner  fo  ihamefully  prodigal. 
On  the  Speaker's  proceeding  to  put  the  queftion  for  the 
Earl  of  order  of  the  day,  the  Earl  of  Surrey  rofe  again,  and  renewed 
Surrey.  j^jj  former  add refs  to  the  Houfe,  on  the  very  great  and  fu- 
perior  importancd  of  the  American  trade  bill.  His  Lord* 
(hip  faid,  that  bill  had  been  put  ofF  already  once  or  twice, 
that  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  country  were  deeply  in- 
volved in  it,  and  that  a  fubjeCt  of  fo  material  and  interefting 
a  nature  could  not  be  too  early  proceeded  upon.  He  fubmit- 
ted  it  therefore  to  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would  not  Ix?  better 
to  take  that  bill  into  their  conlideraiion  previous  to  the  ord- 
nance eftimates,  the  poftponement  of  which  for  a  day  or  two 
could  not  be  attended  with  any  ill  confequences. 
Tbr  Loni  Yjjg  jr^y.^  Mayor  rofe  to  inforce  what  had  fallen  from  the 
*^"^*  noble  Lord ;  the  trade  of  this  country,  he  faid,  was,  in  a 
great  meafure  at  a  (land  ;  a  moment's  time  ought  nor  to  be 
loft  to  give  it  motion.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  the  neccflity  of 
the  cafe  prefled  fo  much,  that  he  had  hoped  fome  means 
would  have  been  found  before  now  to  have  applied  a  reme- 
dy ;  and  the  unfettled  ftate  of  government  was  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  reafon  for  not  proceeding  in  this  moft  important  bufi* 
jiefs.  He  had  been  told,  that  his  Majefty  had  a  difcretionary 
power  to  fufpend  or  repeal  laws,  that  ftood  in  the  way  of  a 
free  exportation  of  the  goods  of  this  country  to  America ; 
he  knew  not  whether  he  had  been  rightly  informed^  but  if 
there  was  not  a  fufficient  power,  and  the  prefent  bill  Ihould 
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be  thought  unfit  to  pals,  he  hoped  ibme  means  would  be 
found  to  give  his  Majefty  fall  authority  to  open  the  trade. 
His  Lordthip  very  forcibly  ftated  that  it  was  not  only  a 
great  prefcnt  inconvenience  to  trade,  that  matters  ihouKt 
.iland  as  they  did,  but  that  very  Terious  and  alarming  confe- 
quences  were  to  be  dreaded  if  the  trade  was  not  almoft  ini- 
inedtately  opened  to  America ;  otiier  nations  would  depxi%'e 
us  of  a  commerce  that  promifed  to  be  extremely  bene^cial, 
and  by  carrying  tlieir  goods  to  the  American  market  before 
we  could  get  out  of  our  ports  with  ours,  would  throw  the 
trade  into  a  new  channel,  from  which  it  might  not  after-* 
wards  be  an  ^afy  matter  to  divert  it,  and  turn  its'courfc 
again  to  Great  Britain.  Thefe  coniiderations,  his  Lordihip 
fatd,  were  of  the  iirft  importance;  for  if  the  country  did 
not  take  care  of  its  commercial  intcrefts,  the  finances  of  it 
would  be  ftill  worfe  than  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
bad  lately  fpoken,  feemed  to  fear. 

Mr.  CfuaufiJar  Pitt  admitted  that  no  confideration  could  Mr.  Pit^ 
come  before  the  Houfe,  that  from  its  nature  and  confe- 
quencc.  called.more  loudly  for  the  immediate  attention  of 
the  Icgiilature,  than  the  American  trade  bill.  He  had 
therefore,  hefaid,  no  obje£tion  to  letting  the  ordnance  efiir 
mates  vait,  till  the  American  trade  bill  had  paiTed  the  comr 
mtttee;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  wifhed  to  have  it  under* 
Hood,  if  the  confideration  of  that  hill  fhould  be  over  in  any 
reafonable  time,  that  the  Houfe  was  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  of  fupply  on  the  ordnance  eftimates  immediately. 

It  was  at  length  agreed  to  poftpone  the  iirft  order  of  tlie 
day,  for  going  into  a  committee  of  fupply,  on  the  ordnance 
eftimates,  in  order  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  Americah 
intercourfe  bill ;  for  which  purpofc  a  motion  was  made, 
**  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair,'^  which  having  been 
feconded, 

Mr.  Ei/en  rofe  to  ftate  the  obje£^ions  that  occurred  to  him  Mr.  Eden. 
on  the  fubjed  of  the  bill.  He  declared  it  to  be,  in  his  opi« 
nion,  of  the  greateft  importance  of  any  that  he  had  ever 
feen  in  parliament,  and  confequently  the  mod  dcferving  of 
mature  and  ferious  deliberation.  This  bill  would  introduce 
a  total  revolution  in  our  commercial  fyftem,  which  he  was 
afraid  would  fhake  it  to  its  very  balis,  and  endanger  the 
•whole  piL'.  He  faid,  that  he  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  pro-r 
pofed  bill  being  deferred  on  a  former  day,  and  as  every  fub- 
jcqaent  enquiry  and  rcflcftion  had  tended  to  augment  his 
aUrms,  he  fliould  once  more  objeft  to  going  into  the  com- 
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niittce ;  bnt  he  adopted  this  mode,  rather  to  enlide  himfeif 
in  point  of  regularity  to  enter  into  a  ^eoeral  difcnffion  of 
the  fubje£t,  than  from  any  ultimate  intention  tQ  ftop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bill  farther  than  might  be  necei&ry  to  its  amende 
^ent ;  for  he  fully  agreed  with  the  worthy  magiftratc  of 
JLondon,  that  fomething  was  neceflary  to  be  done  with  all 
poffible  difpatch.  It  was  a  bufinefs  the  moft  complicated  in 
Its  nature,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  moA  esctenfive  in  its 
jconfequencet,  that  he  ever  remembered  in  Parlialnept.  He 
rejoiced  to  feie  a  rifing  diijpofition  to  attend  to  it,  and  faw 
many  around  him  from  whom  he  (hould  expeft  very  effec- 
tual aid  and  affiftance.  His  obje&iont  went  to  difFereot 
points,  affeAing  every  claufe  of  tlie  bill ;  but  he  defired  not 
to  be  charged  with  difrefpef^,-  in  regard  either  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  introduced  the  bill,  or  the 
leaned  gentleqnen  who  had  aflified  in  framing  it.  They  had 
framed  ths  bill  on  a  principle  which  had,  in  foipe  degree, 
keen  encouraged  by  the /whole  Houfe;  he  had  himfelf  been 
forward  in  defiring  that  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  the 
late  colonies  fliould  be  opened  on  very  liberal  terms,  ever 
regretting,  howeyjer,  that  it  had  not  been  arranged  in  the 
Provifional  Arti.cles.  In  this,  as  \fk  other  inftances  of  public 
bufinefs,  it  wa^  not  eafy  to  fee  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of 
the  meaCure,  till  it  had  been  detailed  in  the  form  now  before 
,the  Houfe.  The  very  title  of  the  bill  called  forferious  regard* 
The  word^  M  provinonal  eftablifbmeot,^^  muft  mean  9  (yftem 
to  be  eftablifhed,  provided  that  ibmething  is  done ;  no  pro- 
vifo  indeed  was  ftated  within  the  bill,  but  it  was  underfiood 
to  mean  a  iimilaf  fyftem  to  be  adopted  in  America.  Ho 
could  not  recur  to  invidious  rem^rjts  on  tbefe  imprpbable  re- 
ciprocities. He  had  ftated  on  a  former  day,  that  reciprocity 
in  this  infiaoQc  was  nearly  impraAicable,  as  well  from  the 
provincial  conftitutions  of  the  United  States,  as  from  their 
jtreaties  wijth  European  powers  ;  he  would  now  endeavour  to 
/hew  that  the  whole  plan  was  utjterly  improper,  even  if  it 
^ere  more  eaCy  in  iti^  execution,  and  probably:  in  its  fuccef$« 
The  firft  objcAjon  to  it  th^.t  ftruck  l^n)  then,  was  on  ac- 
count of  Ireland.  *  In  order  to  explain  thi$  point,  he  muft 
inform  gcotlcmen,  that,  in  the  late  fettleipent  of  that  kingr 
dom,  thofe  \vi)o  wer.e  well-wifbers  to  the  harmony,  friend- 
/liip,  and  connexion  of  England  and  Ireland,  had  intror 
jduced  a  claufe  into  one  of  the  Irifh  ads  of  Parliament,  that 
pf  Mr.  Y  elverton,  by  which  the  Britifh  navigation  aft  was 
'  adopted,  and  made  part  of  the  law  pf  Ireland  ;  but^ilill  ifitb 
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this  provifo,  ^^  that  it  (boaid  ceafe  to  be  binding  upon  Ire«' 
land,  whenever  it  fhould  ceafe  to  be  binding  upon  Great 
Britain."     The  confequence  that  he  apprehended  from  the 
bill  now  before  the  Houfe  was  this ;  it  completely  repealed 
the  navigation  a£^,  and  therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  above 
provifo,  it  would  of  courfe  be  repealed  at  the  fame  momefit 
in  Ireland,  and  then  Great  Britain  might  bid  adieu  to  any 
navigation  aft  to  bind  Ireland  in  future  ;  the  Britifh  legiila* 
tufe  no  longer  enjoyed  any  power  tolegiflate  that  for  kingdom. 
But  it  might  be  laid,  that  this  was  not  an  objeAion  merely 
to  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  but  to  any  bill  which  (hould 
repeal  the  navigation  a£t.     Here  be  begged  leave  to  main- 
tarn  a  contrary  opinion ;  it  was  allowed  on  all  hands,  that 
this  bill  was  only  a  provifional,  a  temporary  bill ;  but  its 
ctkSt  with  refpeft  to  Ireland  would  be  perpetual ;  for  Ire- 
land had  bound  herfelf  to  obfervc  the  navigation  aA,  as  long 
as  it  Ihould  make  part  of  the  law  of  England,  but  no  longer; 
if  therefore  it  was  once  repealed  here,  though  only  for  a 
time,  the  confequence  would  be,  that  Ireland  would  find>, 
herfelf  freed  frony  it  for  ever.     How  then  could  this  be 
avoided  or  remedied  i   He  had  pointed  out  the  mode  three 
nrontbs  ago  ;  when  he  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  aflembling 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  that  the  legiflatures  of.  both  king* 
doms  might  go  hand  in  hand  in  the  regulations  that  might . 
te  thought  neceflary  ;  but  as  matters  now  flood,  the  repeal 
of  the  navigation  a£t  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  Irifti  Par- 
liament, we  muft  lie  at  the  mercy  of  that  aflembly,  through 
the  mifcondo£k  of  our  own  rulers.     But  this  was  not  hit 
only  objeAion.    The  American  States  lay  fo  contiguous  to 
our  Weft  India  iilandt,  and  this  bill  giving  the  Americans 
leave  to  trade  with  them,  there  was  no  ibadow  of  doubt 
but  they  would  fupply  them  with  provifions  from  the  con- 
tinent of  America,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  proviiion  trade 
of  Ireland,  which  at  prefent  fupplied  the  Britifh  Weft  In- 
dies; the  Series  of  that  kingdom  would,  of  courfe,  be 
ruined.     The  next  thing  to  be  apprehended  was,  that  we 
fhould  totally  lofe  the  carrying  trade  ;  for  as  the  Americans 
were  to  be  permitted,  "under  this  bill,  to  bring  the  Weft 
India  commodities  to  Europe,  fo  he  feared  that  the  fix  hun- 
dred ihips  of  this  country,  which  that  trade  employed  at 
prefent,  would  become  ufelefs,  not  only  to  the  great  decrcafe 
^  of  our  revenue,  but  the  abfolute  deftrudion  of  our  navy, 
arifing  from  the  deftruftion  of  that  great  nurfery  for  fea- 
^en.    The  fugar  refinery  of  England  would  allo^  he  fcaiipd, 
* "  be 
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be  deftroyed  by  this  bill ;  for  as  the  Ameiictns  could  carry 
the  raw  uigars  to  their  own  coantry,  and  manufadure  them 
much  cheaper  than  we  can  here,  the  confequence  would  be, 
that  they  would  be  able  to  underfel  us  in  every  market.  He 
was  not  without  his  apprehenfions  for  the  lofs  of  the  hat 
trade ;  for,  as  by  the  Provifional  Treaty,  they  had  the  fur 
trade  refigned  to  them,  and  at  their  door,  fo  of  courfe  thej 
4  could  manufa£ture  hats  at  a  much  cheaper  rate   than   we 

could,  and  confequently  would  monopolize  to  ihemielvcs 
the  fupply  of  the  Weft  India  iflands  with  that  branch  of 
commerce.  There  was  another  circumftance  perhaps  njorc 
alarming  than  all  the  reft  ;  the  Americans  on  their  return 
from  our  ports  might  export  our  manufafturing  tools»  and 
our  artificers  emigrating  at  the  fame  time«  we  fhould  ran 
the  rifque  of  lofing  our  manufaAures,  perhaps  the  only  ad- 
vantage we  as  yet  poifeiTed  over  the  Americans,  and  feeing 
them  tranfplanted  to  America.  This  would  be  a  ftroke  that 
our  commerce  would  fcarcely  be  able  to  furvive.  In  fine, 
this  bill  would  place  the  United  States  on  the  footing  of  the 
snioft  favoured  nation  (gens  amiciffima)y  without  leaving  us 
ib  much  as  a  hope  that  we  (hould  obtain  any  like  reciprocal 
advantages.  He  then  adverted  tp  the  three  paragraphs  that 
sn^mediately  followed  the  provifion  already  alluded  to,  which 
a  right  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Burke)  had  compared 
to  making  love  ;  he  faid,  that  they  certainly  were  a  fort  of 
EpiftoUt  jtimtori^^  and  as  unmeaning  as  love«letters  gene* 
rally  are.  He  obferved,  that  thefc  fame  plauiible  and  wheed- 
ling expreffions,  which  the  Houie  had  once  feen  in  the  Pro- 
viw>i)al  Articles,,  and  again  in  this  provifional  bill,  were 
taken  from  the  preamble  of  the  commercial  treaty  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  where  they  ftood  with  fomc 
cffeA  and  propriety. 

The  neat  enabling  claufe  admitted  the  (hips  as  the  (hips 
of  aliens,  and  the  cargoes  as  the  cargoes  of  Britifl)  fubje£U : 
on  this  it  was  obfervable  that  the  diltin6tion  was  not  fo  un» 
favourable  as  many  gentlemen  might  foppofe,  for  though 
foreign  (hins  pay  a  double  duty  to  the  light-houfes,  they  arc 
exempted  from  a  (hilling  per  man  per  month,  and  alfo  from 
a  tonna^  and  poundage  duty,  which  is  paid  by  firitifh  mer- 
chant (hips,  put  the  other  part  of  the  claofe,  which  admits 
all  goods  the  growth,  produice,  or  manufaAure  of  the  United 
States  was  of  a  more  ierious  natuie,  as  it  purported  to  givie 
to  a  people  now  become  a  foreign  ftate,  the  trading  privi- 
leges of  Britilh  fubjcAs.    Hov!r  was  the  King  hereafter  to 
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make  treaties  with   the  European  powers,    who    claim  to 
be  treated   on  the  footing  of  the  moft    favoured  nation  ? 
^nd  was  Parliaiucnt  prepared  to  content  to  the  admiflion 
of  all  the  world  as   Britifli   fubjeAs  ?   Bcljdes,  how   woald 
it  operate  as   to   fubfifting  treaties  ?  —  He    would   fcleft 
the  Ruilian  treaty  of  commerce  as  an  example.      [Here 
Mr.  Eflen  read  to  the  Houfe    two    articles    of    the  Ruf- 
fian treaty,    importing  that  the  fubjefts  of  each   contrac- 
ting  power  Hiall   have  leave  to   trade  in  all  the  ports  and 
towns  where  fuch  leave  (hall  be  granted  to  any  other  na- 
tion ;    and   that  ihey  fliall  pay    no  greater  duty  for    the 
importation  or  exportation   of  their  commodities,   than  is 
paid    by  the  fubjeds   of  other  nations.]      Would  not  the 
hill  in  qucftion   be  a  dire£t  contravention  of  that  treaty  ? 
The  renewal  of  that  treaty  was  probably  now  in  agitation, 
as  it  was  within  two  years   of  expiring;    with  what  face 
would  Sir  James   Harris  fay  to  the  Ruflian  Mtniiler,  ^- 
*'  Sir,  I  am  inftrufted  to  renew  the  old  Articles,  but  you 
^'  muft  prevail  on  the  Emprefs  to  overlook  a  peculiar  cir« 
•*  cumftance.    We   arc  at  the  fame  time  making  a  treaty 
"  with  another  foreign  nation,  to  which  we  are  giving  the 
**  admiflion  of  all  merchandifes  of  the  ftaple  of  the  Ruflian 
**  empire,  free  from   various  charges  and  reftriAions^  to 
**  which  the  Ruffian  imports   are    liable.     I  acknowledge 
^*  that  this  is  aukward,  bccaufe  the  interefls  of  RuiHa  muft 
^'  at    any    rate  fuiFcr    by    the    American    independence : 
"  her  growth  and  produce  are  the  fame  as  the  Northern 
"  States  of  America,  but  her  ports  are  frozen  during  a  con* 
*'  iiderable  part  of  the  year,  when  the  American  ports  are 
*^  open.     It  muft  be  confcffed  too,  that  your  fhips  cannot 
**  approach  our  Weft  India  iflands,  without  being  forfeited  ; 
"  but  the  fhips  of  that  foreign  nation,  to  which  I  allude, 
"  arc  there'  alfo  to  be  received  as  Britifh  fubjefts."    What 
would  be  the  anfwer  of  that  great  Emprels  ?    and  what 
would  become  of  the  Ruffian  treaty  ? 

He  added,  that  all  thefe  mifchiefs  were  trifling,  in  com* 
pntfon  of  what  he  was  next  to  ftate.  It  had  been  eafy  to 
fcrcfcc  that  the  American  independence  muft  tend  to  great 
convulfions  in  our  commerce,  the  emigration  of  manufadn- 
rcrs,  the  lofs  of  fcamen,  and  all  the  evils  incident  to  a  de- 
dining  country.  Under  fuch  appreheniions,  he,  perhaps, 
and  fome  others,  had  been  governed  in  their  conduA,  even 
beyond  a  due  policy  and  prudence.'  The  hour  of  calamity 
Wa!(  now  come;  many  new  embaraffirients  muft  arife;  but 
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he  would  not  confent  to  increafe  or  anticipate  them,  by  mea-' 
i'ures  of  rafhnefs  and  defpondency.  Under  this  caution,  he 
Would  intreat  the  Houfe  to  advert  particularly  to  the  elaufe 
which  authorifcs  a  free  import  and  export  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Britifh  Weft^ndies*  France  had 
confined  her  treaty  to  Europe,  The  United  States,  by  this 
article,  would  have  infinite  advantages  from  which  our 
loyal  colonics  remain  excluded  ;  chey  would  have  advantages 
even  againft  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  from  their  proxi- 
mity of  fituation  to  the  iflands,  cheapnefs  of  labour,  and 
frequency  of  voyages.  Bcfides,  they  would  fupply  our 
Hlands  with  all  manufafiures  now  fent  from  thefe  kingdoms  ; 
be  inftanced  the  hat  trade,  for  which  they  polTefs  all  the  ma- 
terials, the  oil  trade,  fpcrmaceti  candles,  provifions,  fUh, 
&c.  And,  be  obferved,  that  the  lofs  of  fome  of  thefe 
branches  would  peculiarly  affe£t  Ireland,  But  the  worft  was 
ftill  to  come ;  the^  would  gradually,  and  in  a  courfe  of 
years,  pofl'efs  themfelves  of  the  carrying  trade  ;  and  he  ac« 
cordingly^  ftated  the  colle£tion  and  progrel]^  of  an  aflbrted 
Weft-India  cargo  fcom  North  America  to  the  iflands,  and 
thence  to  Europe,  to  bring  back  for  the  fupply  of  thefe 
lilands  a  fupply  of  German  linens  and  Dutch  teas.  Thus,  ho 
faid,  the  kingdom  would  graduallv  lofe  the  great  nurfery  for 
,  its  feacnen,  and  all  the  means  01  manning  ihips  in  times  of 
emergcocj,  and  would  thus  decline  and  languifh  during 
peace,  and  be  hclplefs  and   dependent  during  war. 

On  the  elaufe  with  regard  to  exports,  he  ftated  the  diffi- 
'  culty  of  allowing  drawbacks  to  a  foreign  ftate,  when  the  old 
fafeguard  of  certificates  was  loft. 

He  faid  that  all  thefe  facriflces  were  made  without  caufe  or 
probable  advantage,  and  if  they  were  reafonable  on  an  efta- 
blifhed  fyftem,  be  ftill  could  not  think  them  either  wife  or 
becoming  to  be  tendered  without  a  confidence  of  anv 
return ;  He  fuppofed  that  his  national  'pride  muft  fink 
with  the  finking  pride  of  the  nation ;  but  he  was  not  yet 
brought  fo  low  as  to  be  reconciled  to  the  modern  plan  of 
gratuitous  and  endlefs  conceflions.  He  would  only  ob* 
Krve,  that  if  fo  many  objections  were  obvious  to  a  mere 
individual,  it  might  be  prefumed  that  there  were  many  more 
which  would  not  efcape  the  ingenuity  of  millions  interefted 
in  ufing  fucb  a  bill  againft  all  tneneareft  and  deareft  interefts 
of  thefe  kingdoms. 

Having  thus  ftated  fome  of  the  objeftions  tjiat  occurred  to 
bioi  agaioft  the  bill^  it  might  perhaps  be  expeAed  that  he 
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fliould  fuggeft  fbme  better  plan  for  opening  the  intercourfc  ; 
to  chat,  however^  be  profeiled  himfelf  unequal ;  but  ftill»  if 
he  might  venture  to  give  an  opinion^  it  would  be  merely 
that  the  prohibitory  zSts  fhould  be  repealed;  and  that  the 
King  in  Council  (not  the  Cabinet)  might  be  vefted  with 
powers,  for  (ix  months,  to  fufpend,  from  time  to  time,  as 
he  (houid  fee  caufe,  fuch  laws  as  he  ihould  find  to  ftand  in 
the  way  of  an  amicable  intercourfe;  this  would  obviate  bis 
objeAion  relative  to  Ireland  ;  the  treaty  of  commerce  might, 
in  the  mean  time,  go  on ;  and  a  reciprocity  of  advantage 
might  be  made  the  ground-work  of  a  permanent  treaty :  at 
prefent,  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  would  place  the  advantage 
all  on  one  iide,  and  perhaps  drive  us  afterwards  to  the  difa- 
grecable  a^id  dangerous  neeeflity  of  repealing  what  we  were 
sow  going  to  enaft» 

Captain  John  Luttrell  ro(e,  and  faid,  that  he  really  could  Ctpt,  Toha 
not  confent  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  for  the  pur-  ^"**™» 
pole  of  committing  a  bill  of  fuch  vaft  importance  (pending 
this  kind  of  minifterial  interregnum)  unlefs  the  right  ho- 
nourable mover,  or  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  rwe,  who 
lat  near  him,  would  avow  themfelves  to  be  anfwcrable  for 
the  confequences  of  it ;  he  thought,  in  truth,  they  ought  to 
be  fo,  becaufe  he  feared  we  had  to  lament  the  necemty  of 
its  introdu£lion,  as  proceeding  from  their  inattention  and 
negleA ;  but  ftlU  (hould  a  change  of  minifters  take  place^ 
while  the  bill  was  on  its  paiTage  through  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  faid  by  one  fet  of  men, 
that  it  bad  proceeded  too  far,  when  they  came  into  office, 
for  its  progrefs  to  be  flopped ;  and  by  the  other,  that  had 
they  not  retired,  the  objeflionable  pafTages  would  have  been 
correded  in  due  time ;  thus  whatever  fatality  might  attend 
it,  none  were  to  be  anfwerable*  He  wifhed,  that  mutual 
convenience  might  ifTue  from  our  traffic  with  America,  but 
he  was  fure,  that  this  country  had  not  yet  obtained  mutual 
advantage;  we  had  granted  to  America  a  right  to  fi(h,  not 
enly  at  Newfoundland,  but  on  all  the  coafis,  and  in  all  the 
harbours,  rivers  and  creeks  belonging  to  his  Majefly's  do« 
minions  in  North  America,  No  fuch  advantage  was  ob* 
taioed  for  our  people  to  fifh  on  their  coafts ;  and  he  would 
put  this  queftion  to  the  right  honourable  member,  Had  he 
required  from  them  any  lecurity  that  the  commerce  of  this 
couptry  fhouldnot  be  put  on  a  worfe  footing  than  that  of 
other  nations  ?  Such  flipulations  had  heretofore  been  made 
between  us  and  Spain,  and  between  u^  and  Portugal,  whcti 
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it  vra«  not  fo  ncceiTary  :  and  although  our  Weft'^lodii 
planters  might  hope  to  find  vent  for  their  fuper-abundaat 
produce  in  North*^  America,  if  the  duties  on  the  ioipofts  of 
Briiidi  (hips  wtre  to  be  higlier,  (which  he  had  too  much 
reafon  to  believe  woukl  be  the  caie)  than  thofe  of  the 
("rench^  Spanifli,  or  Putch,  we  muft  fail  in  that  expec- 
tancy  *  We  had,  it  was  true»  prohibited  the  Aoiericaiis  from 
drying  their  fiih  on  the  iilaod  of  Newfoundland^  but  we  had 
permitted  them  to  do  fo  on  that  of  Cape  Bretoo,  a  very 
linall  part  of  whidi  w^s  fettled ;  it  was  ceitainly  aa  con- 
venient for  the  purpofe^  and  as  tnuch  in  the  vjcinity  of  the 
bed  Aihing  banks,  and  they  Would  thereby  be  enabled,  by 
the  additional  favour  of  this  bill,  lo  cooie  to  our  own 
markeu  before  us,  and  greatly  to  undeHell  ut,  who  mnft 
have  the  expcnce  and  delay  of  a  voyage  to  make  out,  as  well 
as  home.  Thus  coupling  the  extcniive  right  of  fUhing,  the 
Minlfters  had  given  to  France,  witk  what  the  Americans 
would  tniuy  ;  who  did  not  fee,  that  die  nurfery  for  ieamen, 
and  the  valuable  trade  of  that  country,  ^ould  dwindle  into  in- 
coniideraUle  gain  at  beft),  even  if  we  coald  fidl  00  as  good 
terms  as  the  A^nericans,  which,  he  held  to  be  inipoffible  ? 
Then  how  could  he  approve  the  principle  of  the  bill,  untcA 
the  right  honourable  mover  could  jufiify  it  on  the  ground  of 
nccciiiiyi  or  (hew  that  it  was  likely  to  coax  the  Americans 
to  give  ub  (biiietiiing  like  e<}ual  advantage  }  Was  he  or  the 
learned  geutltinen  lure  they  duly  coniidered  the  matter  } 
Was  the  mcalure  fanftioned  by  the  opinions  of  great  com-* 
meicial  charaAers,  which  in  a  tjuefticMi  of  this  lort  he  ihould 
mod  rclpL^l,  if  they  went  merely  on  their  own  jodgmeat* 
much  as  he  fui'peded  it  on  profeflional  points ;  be  thovght 
that  of  a  right  honouraUe  meml^er,  who  flopped  the  too 
hally  career  of  the  bill  te  icw  days  ago^  was  the  fafeft  to 
follow  J  he  told  them,  and  he  told  them  truly,  this  bill  onco 
paflTed,  thty  were  iTiut  out.  in  a  iiMinner  froo  future  rcgo- 
lation ;  farther  encouragement  to  tr^de  might  certainly  be 
held  out  on  both  iuie.s,  but  they  could  not  weU  abridge  the 
privileges  they  give  by  this  bill,  although  it  ihould  operate 
to  the  prejudice,  of  English  merchants,  and  prove  the  de* 
ftruAion  of  the  nuf&ry  for  feamcn*  He  really  thou^« 
from  the  tifcQ.  it  muft  have»  if  paflTed  in  the  way  it  was  now 
offered^  the  Jheet,  which  cootahied  the  daufes,  would  pro* 
bably  be  big  enough><o  cover  and  convey  away  all  the  Amcri* 
can  trade  from  this  country  ;  but  fiill,  if  the  honourable  gen* 
tleuien^or  any  fucfa  rcijpejftabie  chttra^itrs,  would  beaofwerable 

for 
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for  all  the  confeqotnccs,  he  was  content  to  go  into  a  commit  let 
on  the  bill,  if  nor,  he  really  thought  h  was  time  to  addrefs 
his  Maj^^fty,  to  be  graciouflv  plea^d,  either  to  perfuade  the 
gentlemen  who  then  fat  on  the  Treafury*bench,  to  remain 
there  as  oftenfihle  people,  or  to  vacate  it  for  thoie,  if  any 
fuch  were  to  be  found,  as  would  accept  their  employments, 
and  give  an  official  fanfiion,  as  well  as  confeqnence  and  fta* 
bility  to  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  not  only  in  the 
progrefs  of  this  bill,  but  the  mutiny  bill,  and  others  of 
nearly  equal  confequcnce,  which  called  for  their  fulleft  and 
carlieft  conHderation,  He  faid,  th«^  objections,  which  on  a 
curforv  view  of  the  bill,  he  had  to  the  claules  it  contained^ 
he  would  oiler  in  the  committee,  whenever  it  went  there, 
which,  however,  he  hoped  it  would  not  do,  until  fome  ptr* 
fon  could  be  found  in  a  long  gown,  to  adopt  fuch  a  child  as 
his  offspring,  and  to  bring  fooie  coadjutors,  who  would 
confent  to-ftand  as  fponfors. 

Mr,  CbanctUor  Pitt  faid,  it  was  a  little  fu*'pri1ing  to  him  m,,  pitt« 
to  hear  it  ferioufly  argued,  that  the  Speaker  fhould  not 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  for  the  Hou(e  to  refotve  itfelf  into 
m  committee  on  a  hill,  undoubtedly,  as  it  had  l)een  well  ex- 
prefled  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppolite  to  him,  the 
molt  complicated  in  its  nature,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
90ft  extenlive  in  its  confequences,  that  ever  h^  been  fub« 
mitted  to  the  confideration  of  Parliament ;  a  bill  too,  that 
bad  been  anxioufly,  loudly  and  repeatedly  called  for  from 
all  iidcs  of  the  Houfe.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  and  who  feemed  on  all  occaiions  extremely  deiirous  of 
giving  his  opinion  of  the  politics  of  the  times,  had  thought 
proper  to  allude  to  the  prefent  unfortunate  fituation  of  Go^* 
vernmeot.  The  Houfe  would,  he  believed,  give  him  full 
credit,  wh^n  he  declared,  that  no  man  in  the  country  felt 
that  fituation  more  irkfomely,  or  lamented  it  more  finccrely 
i^n  himfelf.  It  was  well  known,  that  he  did  not  confider 
his  prefent  fituation,  as  that  of  a  perfon  permanently  a  Mi- 
niiler;  he  held  itfimply  till  a  fuccefibr  was  appointed,  and 
QO  gentleman,  of  any  party,  could  look  forward  to  that  mo- 
ment with  more  eagernefs  than  he  did.  In  the  mean  tinie, 
however,  painful  as  the  talk  was,  and  difagreeable  in  the 
extreme  as  the  Hoofe  would  naturally  conceive  he  niuil  feel 
it ;  he  thought  it  bis  duty  to  carry  on  the  public  bufineft 
with  as  much  difpatcb  and  attention,  as  his  judgment  and 
abilities  would  enable  him  to  give  it.  With  regard  to  the 
bill  in  queiUcHS.  fitualcd  as  he  had  deiicribed  him'^clf  lo  be, 
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Jie  felt  very  forcibly  how  much  the  fubjeft  preflcd,  and  that 
Ibme  bill  ought  to  be  produced,  and  fubmictcd  to  the  conii- 
deration  of  that  Houfe,  with  as  little  delay  as  poffible.     He 
had,  therefore,  as  well  as  the  fmall  portion  of  his  letfure 
would  allow,  and  as  fully  as  his  little  fhare  of  knowledge  of 
comaserce  would  enable  him,  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  Tub- 
^  jeA  of  the  prefent  bill ;  but  he  did  afiure  the  Houfe,  he  had 
peen  far  from  feeling  the  prefuniptioni  that  he  fhould  be 
able  at  any  time,  much  lefs  under  the  prefent  unfortunate 
circumftanccs  of  the  country,  and  under  thofe  other  circum- 
ilances  he  had  dcfcribed,  to  produce  a  bill  of  that  vaft  and 
comprehenlive  nature,  fit  to  pafs   into  a  law,   and    which 
would  not  acquire  very  confiderable  alteration  and  improve- 
ment indeed.     But  the  honourable  gentleman  had   called  for 
fome  minifter  to  be  refponiible  for  the  bill ;  was  the  honour- 
able gentleman  aware,  that  in  the  ftriA  and  proper  fenfe  of 
the  word  refponiibility,  no  Minifter  in  the  moft  complete 
and  fettled  ftate  of  Adminiftration  was  re^ponfible   for  the 
efFeft  of  an  a£l  of  Parliament.      Where  the  exigency  of 
afFairs  made  a  new  law  neceflary,  with  regard  to  the  regu- 
lation of  the  commerce  of  the  country,  it  was  the  duty  of 
liii  Majefty's  Minifters  to  take  proper  information  up^n  the 
fubje£t,  and  to  bring  in  a  bill,  adapted,  in  the  beft  manner 
that  they  were  able  to  adapt  it,  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
in  queftion.     Having  done  fo,  it  refted  with  the  Houfe  to 
adopt  or  reje£t,  to  alter,  amend,  or  modify  fuch  a  bill,  ac- 
cording to  their  wifdom  and  judgment ;  and  therefore,  with 
regard  to  the  prefent  bili,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  to 
be  full  as  refponfible  as  his  Majefty's  Minifters ;  if  the  bill 
paiTed  into  a  law,  the  legiilature  would  then  bear  the  refpon- 
iibility of  it.     Mr.  Pitt  faic),  be  was  by  no  means  tenacious 
of  any  part  of  the  bill  then  under  confideration,  be  trufted 
that  every  gentleman  of  every  defcription,  and  on  all  fides 
the  Houfe,  would  concur  in  opinion  that  fome  bill  was  in- 
difpenfabljr  neceflary.     He  laid  the  bill  before  them,  there- 
fore, that  it  might  be  moulded  and  modified  in  fuch  a  naao- 
fier,  as  fhould  render  it  practical  and  ufe^ul.     It  had  been 
faidy   that  by  the  bill  as  it  ftood,  we  gave  America  much, 
and  were   not  fare  of  receiving  any  advantage  in  return. 
From  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  the  bill  was  necdfarily  an  ex- 
periment, and  what  was  vorfe,  an  experiment  hazarded  in  a 
?;reat  meafure  upon  conjeAure;  both  the  difficulties  arifing 
rom  that  circumftance  were  unavoidable.    It  was  ftill  fat- 
thei-  highly  probable,  that  the  governoiciit  would  pafs  into 
I  other 
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other  hands,  before  the  bill  could  go  through  both  Houfetv  , 
This  was  iodtfpatably  an  additional  inconvenience;  the 
cafe,  however,  under  all  its  dijfficulties,  muft  be  met  fairly  ; 
and  he  truftcd,  that  from  a  due  confideraiion  of  the  ftate  of 
the  country,  there  would  on  this  point,  though  he  feared  ic 
might  not  be  eafily  obtained  on  any  other,  be  a  real  coali- 
tion, and  that  the  Houfe  would  unite  its  abilities  in  render- 
ing the  bill  as  perfeft  and  as  prafticable  as  poflible.  He  ib- 
licited  the  afiiftaoce  and  the  infonnation  of  every  gentleman 
prcfcnt,  and  as  the  bill  was  not  only  a  comtnon  caufe,  but  a 
caufe  perhaps  of  higher  importance  than  ever  before  called  for 
thcjodgment  aifd  wifdom  of  the  Houie,  he  flattered  htmfelf 
there  would  that  day  be  no  cMire  exprefled,  but'  how  the  bill 
might  be  moulded  and  modified,  ib  as  to  be  likely  to  piT>ve 
moft  ufeful  at  home,  moft  acceptable  in  America.  Mr; 
Pitt  &idy  the  bill,  as  it  flood,  doubriefs  bad 'many  imperfec* 
tions,  and  he  perfedly  agreed  with  a  right  honourable  Baro- 
net oppofite  to  him^Sir  Grey  Cooper]  that  for  that  very 
reafon  it  ought  to  go  to  a  committee.  .    . 

Mr.  Burke  laid  at  the  door  of  Minifters  all  the  mifchiefs  Mr^Bwfcc* 
that  were  apprehended,  and  might  arife  from  the  bill;  tl>ey 
were  to  be  all  afcribed  to  their  negleft;  and  it  was  afionifh- 
ing  indeed,  that  in  the  courfe  of  /even  months  ncgociatioti 
with  the  American  Commiffioners  at  Paris,  not  one  com«  v 
mercial  regulation  to  form  an  intercourfe  between  the  two 
countries,  had  ever  been  fo  much  as  talked  of.  The  inter- 
regnum which  had  now  afiually  fhewn  itfelf,  he  feared  had 
taken  place  many  months  ago,  at  leafl  there  had  been,  it 
was  obvious,  an  interregnum  of  all  attention  to  duty,  and 
all  regard  for  the  firft  and  moft  important  ihterefts  of  the 
country,  when  the  provifional  treaty  was  negociated  at 
Parts.  To  that  interregnum,  he  verily  and  in  his  confcience 
believed,  were  owing  the  difficulties  the  Houfe  laboured  un- 
der at  that  moment.  Had  not  his  Majefty's  Minifters  been 
guilty  of  the  fatal  neglefi  of  not  preparing  and  providing 
an  article  for  the  future  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  this 
country  and  America,  when  they  negotiated  the  treaty  with 
America,  the  Houfe  would  not  then  have  felt  itfelf  embar- 
rafled  as  it  did,  how  to  proceed  with  the  prefent  bill.  Mr. 
Burke  faid,  when  he  had  heard  that  Mr.  Ofwald  was  fmt. 
over  to  Paris  as  a  negociator,  he  took  it  fbr  granted,  is  was 
to  negociate  a  commercial  treaty.  He  could  not  poflibly 
conceive,  that  when  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  ofadminil- 
tration,  had  the  moft  experienced  geographer  in  the  world 

at       > 
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at  liaiid,  that  he  woald  hare  pitched  upon  a  merchant  to  ne- 
gotiate a  geographical  treaty.  That  noble  Lord*  inftead  of 
applying  to  tbofe  perfons,  who  could  have  given  him  fooie 
intoitnation  about  the  fifliertei,  Mr*  Holdrwonh  (member 
for  Dartmouth)  and  Mr.  Brett,  had  fent  merchants  into  rhe 
woods,  who  could  give  him  no  affiftance.  The  two  nego^ 
ciatiors  having  pafled  feven  months  without  having  done  any 
thing  for  the  commerce  of  this  country^  put  him  in  mind  of 
I  the  two  Irifhmen;  one  of  them  being  afKed  what  he  was  doing, 

^  Mnfwcrcd'^Moibiftg ;    and  the  other  having  been  aiked   the 

fame  queftion,  replied,  /  am  bcipiHg  bim ;  fo  that  it  looked 
like  vrofs^rta^ng  (alluding  to  Mr.  Whitford*s  propenfity  and 
talents)  to  fee  men's  talents,  which  nature  defigned  for  one 
line  of  buiinefs,  employed  in  another,  for  which  nature  had 
Siot  qualified  them.  This  furely  was  fingular  condud  in 
Minifters :  but  this  was  not  all ;  for  the  provifional  treaty, 
liieh  as  it  was,  was  figned  on  the  a3d  of  November,  and 

Jet  no  plan,  no  fyftem  of  commercial  intercourfe  had  iinco 
een  formed  ;  but  in  the  month  of  March,  a  crude  and  un- 
tfigefled  bill  was  brought  to  Parliament,  without  any  previous 
eommdnication  with  the  Americans.  However,  fuch  as  it 
wuy  confiderine  the  necellity  of  the  times,  he  would  fup« 

Grt  the  principle  of  the  bill,  though  he  diiliked  the  claufes. 
r.  Burke  difplayed  a  great  deal  of  humour  in  comparing 
this  country  and  America  to  a.man  and  a  woman  courting ; 
he  faid,  the  prefcnt  bill  was  fomewhat  like  a  courtlhip,  if 
any  were  to  take  place  between  himfelf  and  a  lady,  where 
'  the  natural  order  of  things  would  lie  reverted,  and  the  lady 
would  have  much  to  give,  he  little  or  nothing  to  return. 
So,  in  the  inftance  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  Great  £ri« 
tain  was  extremely  fond  in  her  wooing,  and  in  her  love-iit 
was  ready  to  give  largely ;  whereas,  to  his  knowledge,  A« 
merica  had  nothing  to  give  in  return.  A  right  hooourablo 
member,  who  had  difplayed  an  uncommon  degree  of  com- 
mercial  knowledge,  was  afraid  that  we  fhould  lofe  our  inano-» 
faftures,  by  the  emigration  of  our  artificers,  and  the  eipor- 
tation  of  our  working  tools ;  as  to  the  latter  it  was  really 
not  worth  mentioning ;  it  was  one  of  |he  puerilities  of  oor 
laws  to  forbid  the  exportation  of  manufacturing  tools ;  but 
this  was  a  farce;  we  might  as  well  attempt  to  prevent  the 
making  of  hay  in  America,  by  forbidding  the  exportation 
of  fcythes.  As  to  the  emi^tion  of  artificers,  he  did  not 
think  it  pofiible  to  prevent  it ;  nor  indeed  Wonld  it  be  very 

wife  to  attempt  it ;  but  ftiU  be  faw  little  danger  from  this  of 

our 
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our  lofing  oar  roanitfadoret :  it  was  yery  well  knowili  tfaat 
U-forc  the  war»  8000  perfoos  ufed  to  emigrate  in  a  year 
from  the  north  of  Ireland  to  America,  and  yet  there  ttevee 
was  a  linen  manufa&ure  iet  op  there ;  the  reafon  was  ob<« 
tioos;  thefeperfens  betook  themfelres  immediately  toagri* 
culture,  and  the  grazing  of  cattle*    The  cheapnefs  of  land^ 
and  above  all,  the  idieneft  which  neceflarilv  attended  npon 
the  cheapnefs,  and  which  was  the  great  and  principal  boon 
that  America  held   out  to  emigrants,  naturally  prevented 
men  from  thtnkinfl;  of  manufadarcs;  and  while  there  was  an 
immenfe  extent  of  territory,  of  neaHy^oOiOOO  fquare  miles, 
to  attraA  the  attencioo  of  the  inhabitants  to  acriculture,  we 
bad  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  they  would  be  able,  for  t 
very  lon^  time  indeod,  to  rival  us  in  manufaAures.    As  to 
the  provifion  trade,  the  American  had  it  always,  for  they 
fupplied  tb^  iflands  for  years  back  witb'provi{ions;  the  lolt 
of  the  fugar  trade  indeed  would  be  a  heavy  lofs,  and  perhaps 
it  moft  be  loft  one  time  or  other,  but  he  did  not  apprehend 
that  the  lofs  was  near  at  hand.    As  to  Ruflia,  he  did  not 
think  that  ihe  coold  have  any  right  to  be  offended  ;  Ihe  had 
a  right,  indeed,  to  be  treated  as  the  moft  favored  nation  of 
any  in  exiftence,  at  the  tim^  the  treaty  was  made  ;  bat  the 
cale  of  America  was  a  new  cafe ;  it  was  a  nation  Jui  generis  ; 
aod  therefore  was  an  exception  to  the  treaty,  and  confe* 
quently  might  be  treated  better  than  Ruilia,  without  any 
breach  of  treaty.    Ireland  might  be  faid  to  be  an  indepen* 
dent  kingdom,  and  yet  no  nation  had  ever  expreffed  a  jea* 
loufy  at  her  (hips  being  more  favoured  in  this  country  than 
any  oiher.    With  regard  to  Ireland  herfelf,  he  had  not  a    . 
doubt  but  (be  would  readily  adopt  any  commercial  regular 
tions  that  England  might,  in  tfaisr  iivftance,  be  under  the  ne*> 
ceffity*  of  making.     The  principle  that  he  wiihed  to  laf 
down,  with  refpea  to  America,  would  be  not  to  treat  her 
fubjc^  as  aliens;  he  would  rather  ft  ill  treat  them  as  fellow* 
ful^efts,  as  far  as  he  could ;  and  eftablifh  his  regulations  ra* 
thir  by  an  improvement  of  the  old  commercial  lyftem,  than 
by  an  imrodu£tiou  of  a  new  one.    By  the  old  laws,  it  was 
ttcceflary  tfaat  the  American  (hips  (hould  be  regeftcred,  and 
bring  their  certificates  with  them ;  now  he  would  have  aR 
prohihitory  ads,  and  aH  Axyfe  relative  to  the  regiftiring,  re- 
pealed, and  leave  the  Aniertcan  veiTels  in  every  refpcft  as 
they  were  before,  in  point  of  trade. 

The  SeiiMor  GtMerai  (Mr,  Arden)  faid,  he  and  his  learned  The  Soli, 
colleague  had  been  called  on  in  an  extraordinary  way,  to  be  citor  Ce« 

rcfponfible  "*' 
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9ef]|>onfiUe  for  the  preieot  bill.    That  requiiitioa  he  was  by 
ao  aieaos  difpofed  to  comply  with,  becaufc  he  pretended  to 
Ld0«v  nothing  of  commefce^  upon  regulations  of  which  the 
prefent  bill  was  wholly  founded.     All  the  concern  that  he 
had  in  the  meafure^  was  in  adapting  foch  principles  at  were 
fuggefted  to  him^  to  the  law,'  as  it  flood  in  the  various  fta* 
lutes  that  had'  relation  to  the  objcft  of  the  bill.     When  he 
vas  called  into  his  Majefty*s  fervice^  he  did  not  cxpeA  that 
be  was  to  take  upon  him  the  refponfibility  for  couimerctal 
(yftcms,  qf  which  he  had  no  knowledge  ;  much  lefs  did  he 
think,  it  would  be  cxpe£ked  that  he  ihould  go  a  courting  to 
America  ;  he  was  very  facetious  in  bis  playing  on  the  idea 
of  his  being  appointed  to  make  love  to  America,  and  iaid, 
that  furely   if  Great-Britain  wifhed  to  fucceed,  (he  would 
appoint  a  man  of  more  gallantry  and  better  appearance  than 
him  to  be  the  wooer.     Mr.  Arden,  after  this  proceeded  to 
an  explanation  of  the  objeAs,  that  had  been  held  chiefly  in 
view,    in    modifying  the  bill   into  the   fhape    in    which 
it   then  (lood,  and  ftated   circumftantially^  the    particular 
*    veafons  thdt  bad  induced  him  to  word  the  claufes  of  it  as 
they  appeared  in  the  bill.     He  faid,  he  had  been  fnlly  aware 
of  the  danger  of  throwing  the  carrying  trade  wholly  into  the 
hands  of  America,  and  had. endeavoured  to  guard  agatnft  it, 
and  it  would  be  found,  that  though  America  had  an  advan* 
tage  given  her  by  the  bill,  on  her  importation  of  her  goods 
into  this  country,  that  (he  was  difadvantaged  with  regard  to 
her  exports  from  hence.     He  pointed-  out  the  various  diffi- 
A:ultics  with  regard  to  the  impoffibility  of  preventing  the 
'    Weil- India  1  Hands  from  trading  with  America,  and  on  ac- 
count of  many  other  cooiiderationS}  and  fhewed  bow  far 
the  bill  provided  in  thofe  refpeAs. 
Mr.  Fox.         Mr.  Fox  agreed  with  Mr.  Burke  in  the  propriety  <^  this 
mcafure;  be  agreed   with  him  alfo  io  charging   miniften 
with  ncgle£t :  he  never  could  have  imagined  that  the  feven 
months  ncgociatiou  had  been  about  any  thing  elie  but  com* 
merce ;  for  the  indepciulence  being  the  very  preliminary  of 
the  whole  negociatiooi  he  pever  could  have  imagined  that  the 
acgociation  could  have  turned  pn  any  thing  but  conmiercial 
regulations.-— *— He  was  almoft  of   opinion,   that  the  bill 
would  amount  to  an  infra£Uon  of  the  treatj  with  Ruffia, 
and  alfo  with  Denmark ; — and  therefore  the  Houfe  ought  to 
be  very  cautious  how  th^y  proceeded :  he  was  willing  that  the 
bill  (hould  go  to  a  committee|  that  the  moft  exceptionable 

parts 
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parts  might  be  amended.    At  prefent  the  Houfe  was  laid  un* 
der  very  great  difficulty  ;  there  was  ample  ground  for  cen* 
fure»  and  yet  it  would  be  extremely  hard  to  cenfure  the  righ( 
honourable  gentleman,   who  certainly  was  in  no  (hape  to 
blame.    Mr.  Fox  talked  of  the  ftrange  idea  of  thinking  the 
buiinefs  of  Govetnment  could  be  conduced  in  that  Houfe, 
uolefs  fome  perfon  hi^h  in  office,  and  fully  refponfibie  as  a 
Minifter  was  in  it.     If  the  country  was  10  remain  as  it  was, 
the  wileft  way  would  be  for  that  Houfe,  upon  all  great  ana 
important  coniklerations  like  the  prefent,  to  chufe  a  fmall 
committee,  confifting  of  four  or  five  of  its  beft  informed 
members,  to  make  the  necelTary  enquiries,  and  having  groun- 
ded a  bill  upon  the  faAs,  to\}ring  it  into  the  Houfe  for  their 
difcuffion  and  improvement.     Mr.  Fox  thought  the  prefent 
bill  an  infrafiion  of  our  treaty  with  Ruffia,  and  pointed  out 
a  variety  of  imperfcAions,  which  rendered  it  indifpeniibly 
neccflary  that  it  fhoold  go  to  a  committee.     He  faid,  his  idea 
correfponded  with  that  of  his  honourable  friend  below  him, 
[Mr.  Burkr]  viz.  that  it  would  be  wife  to  introduce  as  Uttlf 
ncw*law  as  poffible  into  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hammn  rofe  to  oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  Mr.  V^pm* 
as  he  was  convinced,  if  the  bill  palTed  into  a  law,  it  would  «<it. 
prove  the  ruin  of  our  marine,  and  be  othervtrife  of  the  moft 
pernicious  confcquences.  He  iniifted  that  it  was  giving  every 
thing,  without  the  leaft  agreement  for  the  fmalleft  return. 
He  rather  wifhed  a  new  bill  might  be  brought  in  for  repeal- 
ing all  the  Prohibitory  afis,  with  a  claufe  for  continuing  tho 
trade  in  the  fame  manner  as  before  the  feparation  of  the  Co* 
lonies,  which  he  thought  would  anfwer  all  the  immediate 
parpofes  of  trade.    He  made  a  great  difference  between  re- 
pealing old  laws,  and  leaving  things  as  they  were,  and  ma- 
king new  ones,  which  we  plight  have  great  occafion  to  re- 
pent of*    He  difapproved  of  motions  made  in  the  Houfe, 
however  wife  or  falutary,  on  the  bufinefs  of  America,  as  he 
was  of  opinion  the  pew  rcjgulations  which  muft  be  neceffary, 
were  rather  fubjeAs  of  private  negotiation  on  the  footing  of 
reciprocal  advantage,  and  which,  when  made,  might  be  pro- 
perly confidered  and  confirmed  by  Parliament*    He  (aid,  if 
the  bill  then  before  the  Houfe  paffcd,  whenever  we  came  to 
recede  from  it,  it  piufl  be*  the  fubjeft  of  quarrel  and  difpute  ; 
and  he  thought  it  impoflible  to  be  permanent,  for  if  it  con- 
tinued long,  it  would  prevent  our  building  fhips,  it  would 
leiTen  the  number  of  our  fcamep,  and  confequently  diminifh 
the  natural  firength  of  this  illand.  He  faid,  he  was  of  opinion. 
Vol.  IX.  Mmm  Uiat 
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that  by  wife  meafures  and  negotiations,  we  might,  on  the 
principle  of  give  and  take,  recover  our  trade  and  advantages 
equal  to  the  time  when  we  were  fellow -fubje As,  and  with- 
out the  expence  which  attended  their  being  a  part  of  the  faoit 
empire.     He  begged  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  the  trouble  he 
had  given  ;  but  thought  it  his  duty  to  ofSsr  bis  fentiments  OQ 
the  buiinefs,  having  been  in  America,  and  fornierly  con- 
cerned in  their  affairs,  by  which  he  prefumed  he  had  gained 
•         foine  ufcful  knowledge. 
The  Lord        The  Lord  Mayor  faid  a  few  words  ;  the  chief  ptlVpoit  of 
Mayor.       which  was  to  recommend  again  that  ibmething  be  done  im* 
"^  mediately  to  open  the  trade,  which  was  at  a  ftand. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  ^  committeet  Mr» 
Ord  in  the  ehair. 

In  the  committee  many  gentlemen  rofe  to  comment  upon 

the  feveral  claufes,  and  propofe  alterationa. 

Mr.  D.  Mr.  /).  Hartley  propofed,  that^  the  words  **  or  to  prohibit 

•^'      Imy  intercourfc  between  the  fame**  be  omitted  in  the  firft 

claufe,  in  order  to  introduce  a  new  claufe,  expreftly  rej^eal- 

ing  all  the  ptrohibitory  afis. 

Mr.  Eden  fpoke.to  this,  and  to  various  other  points, 
CfH*  Lot-      Captain  Luttrcll  rof6  in  the  committee,  to  beg  from  the  So- 
*'***•  licitor-General  an  explanation  of  the  words  **  regulate  the 

commerce,**  viewing  them  in  a  different  light  from  what  he 
thought  they  had  been  hitherto  confidered,  namely,  if  they 
did  not  extend  to  releafe  the  Americans  from  giving  fuch  fe- 
curity  as  they  have  ufually  done,  and  as  firitith  (hips  bound 
to  fuch  part  of  America  as  we  are  ftill  polTefled  of,  are  now 
compelled  to  do,  that  they  will  carry  the  goods,  for  which 
they  receive  drawbacks,  to  the  place  they  clear  out  for,  and 
hot  to  fmuggle  them  again  into  tliis  country.  He  exprefied 
a  hope  that  the  committee  might  adjourn,  fully  to  confider 
the  claufes  of  a  bill,  which,  if  hurried  through  m  its  prefent 
ihape,  might  prove  fatally  prejudicial  to  this  country. 

Other  gentlemen  fpoke,  and  at  eight  it  was  agreed  that 
the  chairman  fhould  rife,  report  a  progrefs,  and  aik  leave  to 
fit  again. 

March  10. 

Lord  New-      Lord  Kcwhaven  moved,    that   there  be  laid  before  the 

haren.        Houfe  copies  of  the  laft  difpatcbes  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

relative  to  the  itatc  and  particulars  of  the  negotiation  between 

him  sind  the  Congrefs,  on  the  fubjc£t  of  the  Loyalifts.     His 

'Lordfhip  faid^  that  he'had  refrained  a  confiderable  time  from 

making 
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making  thi$  motion,  from  the  coniideratioQ  that  it  might  be 
improper  to  introdoceaDy  important  difcuflion  into  the  Houie 
at  a  time  when  there  was  no  Miniftry  in  the  country  ;  but 
he  was  no  longer  fwayed  by  that  confideration^  as  he  iaw 
matters  of  the  greatcivmoment  agitated  in  that  Houfc ;  but 
moft  particularly  he  faw  the  American  intcrcourfe  bill  in  its 
progrefs;  and  from  this  very  circumftance  he  thought  him- 
ftlf  juftifiable  in  making  his  motion  at  prefent.  By  that  bill: 
we  were  going  to  do  a  great  deal  for  the  Americans  ;  it  was 
fit  to  fee,  before  the  bill  Ihould  be  palled,  whether  they  in- 
tended to  do  any  thing  for  ns,  or  for  the  Loyalifts. 

Mr.  Or<:/ oblerved,  that  as  there  was  no  Minifter  in  the  Mr.  Ord* 
Hoafe,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  proceed  in  fo  material  a' 
buiioefs  ;  the  noble  Lord  might  at  lome  other  period,  when 
Mtniiters  would  be  in  their  places,  make  his  motion.  Lord 
Newhaven  alked  in  an  under  voice  acrofs  the  Houfe,  whoraf  • 
he  meant  by  the  word  Minifters  ?  —  Mr.  Ord  anfwered,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  t 
and  as  neither  of  thefe  was  prefent,  he  i'aid  be  would  move 
the  order  of  the  day  ;  and  he  moved  it  accordingly. 

Lord  Newhaven  (aid  he  would  not  prefs  the  motion  then,  Lord  Kew« 
bat  would  withdraw  it ;  wifhing  to  have  it  underftood  at  the  haveo. 
fame  time,  that  he  poflponed  the  queftion,  but  with  an  in- 
tention to  bring  it  forward  again.  —-—The  order  of  the  day 
was  then  read,  for  referring  the  Ordnance  eftimates  to  the 
committee  of  lupply.  ^ 

The  Houfe  accordingly  formed  themfelves  into  a  commit- 
tee^ to  which  the  following  paper  was  referred  : 

Itefiort  OM  the  EJiinutu  of  ibe  Ordnance  for  tbi  Tear  1783. 

The  Eftimate  for  the  Ordnance,  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  lay  before  this  honourable  Houfe,  being  very  different 
from  thofe  which  it  has  been  cuftomary  to  prefent,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  fubmit  the  grounds  upon  which  I  have  thought 
neceflary  to  deviate  from  the  ptan  of  former  eftimates.        "* 

The  two  main  objefts  of  eftimates  fccm  to  be, 

ift.  To  know  what  will  be  the  whole  amount  of  the  ex* 
pence  for  the  year. 

adly.  To  have  adiftribution  of  that  expence  under' dif- 
tjn£^  articles. 

But  the  Eftimates  of  the  Ordnance,  as  hitherto  prefented^ 
do  not  appear  to  me  to  anfwer  either  of  thefe  ends. 

xvi  m  m  a  -  Th# 
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The  arrangement  of  Ordnance  Cftimatcs  hat  been  very 
properly  made  under  three  heads,  viz.  The  Unprovided,  ihc 
Ordinary,  and  the  Extraordinary. 

The  Unprovided  is  not  properly  an  eftimate,  but  an  ac- 
count of  debt  incurred  in  the  preceding  year  without  the  au- 
thority of  Parliament ;  and  confequcntly  ought  to  confift 
onlv  of  fuch  very  few  articles  as  could  not  be  furefeen,  but 
which  emergencies  made  neceflary  to  provide. 

The  Ordinary  and  Extraordinary  form  the  Eftimate  for 
the  enfuing  year. 

The  Ordinary  (hould  contain  a  true  account  of  the  whole 
eftablifhment  and  expences  that  are  of  a  permanent  nature, 
and  likeW  to  occur  every  year. 

The  Extraordinary  fhould  contain  a  computation  of  fuch 
txpences  as  are  temporary,  together  with  the-  probable  coft 
of  new  works. 

To  what  degree  the  Eftimates  hitherto  delivered  have 
been  corre£l  materials  to  fhew  the  whole  expence  necelTary 
to  be  provided,  will  be  feen  by  comparing  the  Ordinary  and 
Extraordinary  for  fome  years  paft  with  the  exceedings  that 
appeared  in  every  fubfequent  year  under  the  head  of  Un- 
provided. 

If  the  Ordinary  and  Extraordinary  had  been  formed  upoa 
juft  calculations,  the  exceedings  under  the  head  of  Unpro* 
vided  in  a  fubfequent  year  could  have  been  but  trifling; 
whereas  it  appears,  that  for  the  iaft  feven  years  the  Unpro- 
vided has  upon  an  average  exceeded,  by  1 16,9241.  8s.  46*  in 
each  year,  both  the  Ordinar]r  and  Extraordinary  put  toge- 
ther ;  fo  ihat  in  faft  the  requiiition  to  Parliament  has  every 
year  been  confiderably  lef^  than  half  the  fum  reallv  wanted. 
But  even  this  fubfequent  charge  of  Unprovided  by  .00 
means  clofes  the  account;  as  aftatementof  debt,  it  ought 
to  ft%te  the  whole  of  the  debt,  but  it  does  no  fuch  thing : 
^  large  arrear  of  undifcharged  debentures  remains  behind  till 
t|ie  end  pf  the  war,  when  there  appears  a  vaft  debt,  of  which 
Parliament  has  not  had  the  leaft  knowledge,  either  as  to  its 
extent  or  caufes,  although  it  has  been  continually  accruine, 
^  ^hilft  eftiiiiates  and  incomplete  accounts  of  debts  have  bceb 

yearly  prefented. 

This  debt,  ;^t  the  clofe  of  the  Iaft  war,  was  595,423!.  2s.  5tl. 
It  is  now  near  three  times  that  fum. 
^  Beiides  thefe  defeds  in  the  general  ftatemcnts  of  the  Ord- 

nance  Eftimates^  ^hey  are  equally  flefjcieilt  in  giving  either 
fi  diftinft  or^enuice  account  of  the  articles  that  are  ftated. 

One 
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One  article  in  the  Ordinaij  is  called,  **  The  Ordinary  of 
Office,  compriiing  repairs  of  ftore-houfes,  magazines,  .bar* 
racks,  platforms,  carriages,  ftores  for^garrifons,  rents,  laU* 
rics,  and  incident  charges.**  So  ftranjge  a  mixture  of  hcte«' 
rogeneous  matter  feems  rather  to  confufe  than  explain,  and 
moreover  is  not  a  genuine  account  of  their  coft,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  conftantiy  and  coniklerably  exceeded  the  charge 
delivered  to  Parliament.  This  chaise  in  the  efiimatcs  lus 
uniformly  for  many  years  been  identically  the  fame  fum  of 
36,0^21.  7$.  6d.  although  the  expcnceof  office  has  been  in* 
crcaling,  although  repairs  and  incident  charges  rouft  from 
their  nature  be  continually  varying,  and  in  fa  A  the  adiuit 
expenditure  has  been  69,325!. 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  appears,  that  the  whole  of  the 
Eftimate  on  the  former  plan  cannot  be  facisfaClory  ;  charges 
arc  made  under  various  heads  for  money  ;  but  the  articles  for 
which  it  is  voted  have  no  fpecific  relation  to  the  real  cxpen* 
diture.  Agrofsfum  is  obtained  for  land  fervice,  wjiith,  to* 
gether  with  that  received  for  fea  fervice,  forms  an  aggr^ate 
fund,  from  whence  various  expences,  very  different  from 
thofe  in  the  eftimate,  are  in  part  defrayed,  and  what  <au 
befl  wait  accumulates  as  a  debt,  hereafter  to  appear  in  one 
lumping  fum  before  Parliament,  in  the  (hape  of  out -{land- 
ing debentures,  unaccompanied  with  any  account  to  fhcw 
how  it  has  been  incurred,  or  how  the  money  has  been  aAu* 
aUjremployed. 

The  prefent  Eftimate  endeavours  to  avoid  thefe  defefts« 
It  begins  by  ftating  the  aAual  debt,  made  up  as  correAly  as 
could  be  colle£led,  amounting  to  1,724,50^1.  iis.  id. 

It  next  ftates,  under  the  head  of  Unprovided,  the  exceed* 
ingsin  1782  l^eyond  the  grants  of  Parliament,  which,  from 
the  deficiency  of  laft  years  eftimate,  were  unavoidable  ;  but  - 
notwithftanding  the  vaft  demahd  for  Gibraltar,  thty  have 
been  kept  fo  within  bounds,  as  to  be  by  80,4641.  i2s.  lod, 
lefs  than  they  were  the  year  before. 

The  diftributibn  of  this  expenditure  in  the  Unprovided,  • 
formerly  made  under  the  head  of  the  feveral  articles  fupplied, 
IS  now  arranged  under  the  head  of  places  where  the  fame  has 
been  incurred,  which  it  is  prefumed  will  appear  more  dif- 
tinA.  The  whole  of  this  article  amounts  to  819,259!.  2s.  9d. 
which  when  paid  will  reduce  the  debt  to  905,2441.  8s.  4d. 
And  this,  from  the  moft  accurate  calculations  which  the  of- 
fice could  produce,  doles  the  account,  and,  it  is  believed, 
leaves  no  arrear  whatever  behind. 

The 
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The  Ordinary  of  the  prefent  Eftimate  bringi  forward  the 

whole  eftablifhment  of  office  of  every  kind,  and  divides  it, 

,  with^xnuch  greater  accuracy  than  heretofore,  under  the-  dif- 

tinft  head  of  places  where  the  expences  were  incurred*     It 

amounts  to  233,363!.  6s.  i  id. 

Under  this  head  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  various 
falaries,  in  the  civil  eftablifhment,  have  received  an  augmen- 
tation of  1973I.  i6s.  4d.  fince  laft  year,  in  order  to  give 
competent  incomes  to  the  perfons  employed  in  lieu  of  perqui- 
iites,  private  fees,  and  private  agencies,  all  which  are  notMT 
entirely  abolifhed.  But  this  incrcafe  of  i973l»  i6s.  4d. 
has,  by  the  favings  made  in  confequence  of  new  regulations 
for  the  condud  of  proofs  of  powder  and  ordnance,  and  by 
reftraining  the  expence  of  coach-hire,  mefTages,  and  other 
articles,  been  reduced  to  964I.  15s.  3d.  in  prefent ;  and  when 
the  falarics  of  fundry  offices  now  t'upprefTed,  amounting  to 
1  I70l.  7s.  6d.  which  are  to  ceafe  with  the  prefent  j^oflTeflors, 
fliall  fall  in,  there  will  be  no  excefs,  but  a  faving  of 
tt05U  I2S.  3d. 

The  corps  of  engineers,  compofed  entirely  of  officers^ 
which  forms  another  branch  of  the  Ordinary,  it  is  fuppofied 
will  be  thought  necefTary  to  be  kept  up. 

The  royal  regiment  of  artillery,  immediately  before  the 
war,  coniifled  of  four  battalions  of  eight  marching  compa« 
Dies  and  two  invalid  companies  each;  fince  which,  each  bat* 
talion  has  been  augmented,  one  to  eleven,  and  the  three 
others  to  ten  marching  companies,  and  the  invalids  have  been 
formed  into  a  feparate  battalion,-  alfo  confifting  of  ten  com- 
panies. The  eftablifhment  now  propofed,  leaves  the  fame 
number  of  battalion)  and  companies,  except  one,  but  re* 
duces  one  officer  and  forty-eight  men  per  company  from  the 
war  eftablifhment  of  laft  year.  The  reduction  of  men  will 
be  amongft  the  matrofTcs  only,  preferving  the  ferjeants, 
corporals,  bombadiers,  and  gunners,  who  are  the  beft  men, 
9nd  many  of  whom  would  be  entitled  to  penfions  on  their 
difchafge.  This  reduction  will  produce  a  faving  of  37,91  yt. 
As.  4d«  per  annum,  which  will  take  place  in  July  next  ;  and 
a  farther  faving  of  997 W.  13s.  4d.  will  be  made  by  fopply* 
ing  the  vacancies  of  lerjeants,  corporals,  bombadiers,  and 
gunners,  with  matrofTes  only,  till  the  eftablifhment  of  each 
company  is  reduced  to  two  ferjeants,  two  corporals,  three 
bombadiers,  fifty-three  matrofTes,  anci  two  drummers. 

It  is  farther  propofed,  as  fit  men  can  l)e  found,  to  employ 

a  coniiderable  part  of  the  regiment  as  artificers  and  labourers 

I  in 
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ia  the  LalxNatory,  in  making  gtin-carriages,  and  in  other 
works  at  Woolwich,  Purileer,  and  the  out  ports,  giving  them 
only  half  of  wha^  is  now  paid  for  fuch  buiinefs  ;  whereby  it 
is  computed,  that  a  faving  from  twelve  to  fifteen  thouland 
pounds  a  year  may  be  made ;  the  duty  will  be  more  regularly 
performea  ;  and  the  regiment  will  have  a  body  of  artificers^ 
always  much  wanted  on  fervice. 

The  fuperannuated  lift  is  a  great,  but  unavoidable  ex* 
pence  ;  a  variety  of  penfioos  and  ufelefs  offices,  which  ap- 
peared in  different  articles,  are  now  brought  altogether  under 
this,  and  they  will  ccafe  with  the  present  poflefTors.  But 
the  greateft  part  of  this  expence  is  owing  to  the  neceflary 
confequence  of  a  long  war  and  fevere  iervice  operating  on 
a  large  eftablifhment. 

The  Extraordinary  amounts  to  397,24^!.  5s.  iid.  This 
charge  may  be  divided  under  the  following  general  heads ; 
viz. 

The  remains  of  the  war    •     -    -    -    •  189,646  8  11 

Gimmoii  incidents    •      ...      •    .  54,827  7  11 

Fortifications  abroad    -    -    •     •     -     *  i9>ioo  00 

Fortification  in  Great*Bri tain    •      •      •  101,192  ix     9 

Buildings  in  Great-Britain  -    ....  32,482  17    4 

)C397»249    S  " 

The  firft  of  thefe  will  entirely  ccafe  with  this  year,  and 
tat  fecood  will  probably  be  confiderably  diminifhed. 

The  fortifications  abroad  may  increafe. 

The  fortifications  at  home  depend  upon  the  fyftem  that 
may  be  adopted.  At  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  the  few  field 
works  that  had  been  thrown  up,  were  totally  neglefted,  and 
fofiered  to  go  to  ruin ;  the  confequenc^e  of  which  was,  an 
immenfe  fudden  expence  at  the  breaking  out  of  this  war. 
An  oppofite  extreme  of  fortifying  every  where  has  been 
fince  parfued. 

It  is  at  prefent  propofed  to  confine  future  works  to  the 
principal  dock-yards.  It  is^  computed,  that  to  render  Portf- 
mouth  and  Plymouth  compleat,  will  require  4  or  500}Oool. 
which  at  50,000!.  per  annum,  will  be  done  in  eight  or  ten 
years.  The  fum  of  46^3841.  13$.  3d.  is  afked  in  the  prefent 
efiimate  for  new  works.  The  other  fams  for  fortifications 
are  only  for  repairs  and  improvements  of  old  works,  and  to 
fioifh  fu€h  works  in  various  places  as  are  nearly  done,  or 

may 
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may  be  In  fome  degree  compleated  at  a  fmall  additional  ex- 
pence,  without  whicb,  that  already  laid  out  woald  be  en- 
tirely thrown  away 

The  buildings,  coniifting  chiefly  of  magazines  and  ftore- 
houfes,  are  unavoidable. 

Every  expencc  that  is  probable  to  occur,  is  now  brought 
forward  in  the  eftimate,  and  it  is  hoped  and  belteved,  thar, 
under  proper  reftraintS|  it  will  be  found  fufficicnt  to  anfwcr 
every  purpofe,  without  being  obliged  to  recur  to  Parliamcac 
next  year  for  any  aid  under  the  head  of  Unprovided,  unlets 
fervices  totally  unforefeen  may  arife. 

The  expence  of  a  Tea  fervice  muft  remain  nncertain  until 
it  can  be  entirely  (eparated  from  the  land  fervice  ;  to  make 
this  ditlribution,  will  rec^uire  much  time  and  arrangement, 
and  fome  addUional  buildings.  But  when  this  dcfiraMe  cb- 
'  je£t  is  attained,  the  expence  of  fea-(ervice  may,  as  well  » 
that  for  land  fervice,  be  afcertained  with  precifion,  and  the 
debt  on  that  account  (if  any)  will  appear. 

In  addition  to  this  eftimate,  there  feems  wanting  an  ac- 
count to  Ihew  how  the  money  granted  has  been  aAually  ap- 
plied towards  tlie  fcrvices  for  which  it  was  voted.  Such  aa 
account  for  laft  year  will  fbortly  be  laid  before  Parliamcat ; 
but,  for  the  rcafons  above  ftated,  cannot  be  fo  accurate  thi& 
year,  as  it  hereafter  may  be  made. 

It  isearncftly  hoped,  that  proviiion  will  immediately  be 
made,  for  di (charging,  in  fome  certain  period,  the  debt  of 
the  Ordnance,  which  now  fo  greatly  depreciates  the  value 
of  debentures,  and  renders  all  contracts  depending  on  fuch 
uncertain  payment  fo  difadvantageous  to  Government. 

When  this  debt  is  put  into  a  regular  oourfe  of  jMiymcnt, 
all  future  bargains  may  immediately  be  made  with  ready 
money,  which  has  been  found  by  experience  to  produce,  io 
many  inftances,  a  faving  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  poumis 
per  cent. 

A  farther  benefit  will  arife  to  the  public  from  the  method 
of  dealing  by  open  contra^,  as  will  appear  by  the  coofidc- 
rable  redu£lion  of  price,  made  even  under '  the  difadvaouges 
of  the  prefent  mode  of  payment^  in  the  followiog  arti- 
cles, viz. 

The  new  contraft  for  horfes,  reduced  from  is.  qJ.  to  i$.  I^' 
per  day  per  horfe  ;  with  feveral  other  circumftancet  k^X 
advantageous  to  Government* 

Copper  hoops,  reduced  from  235U  6s,  8d.  to  I0al«  Y^^l^^ 

Shot 
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Shot  from  ill.  isjs.  to  lol.  6s.  per  toq* 

Match  from  23L  to  16I.  5s.  per  ton* 

Powder  barrels,  whole,  from  3s.  9d«  to  3s.  2d.  eacht 

Ditto^  half,  from  2$.  6d.  to  2»«  2d.  each. 

Purbeck  Stone,  from   10s.  9d7  to  10$,  Sd*  per  ton  ;    to  be 

paid  in  fix  months,  in  coorfe  of  office. 
Sand  bags,  bufhel,  from  8  jd.  to  yd.  each* 
Small  arms,  Dutch,  from  il.  7s.  6d.  to  |1.  is^cach;  tp  be 

paid  in  fix  months,  in  courfe  of  office^ 
Brafs  work  for  mufquets,  from  is,  2d.  to  is.  ^d.  per  lh« 
Wheelbarrows,  from  145.  to  lis.  6d.  each. 
Handbarrows,  from  4^.  to  3s.  3d.  each. 
Iron  fpades,  from  il.  16^.  to   il.  13s.  per  dozen. 
Iron  (hovels,  from  il.  i6s.  to  il.  15s.  per  dozen. 
Saltpetre,  from  11 5I.  to  72I.  7s.  per  ton. 
Shells,   13  and  10  inch,  from  13I.  15s.  to  12I.  6s.  perdoz. 
Ditto,  8  inch,  from  14I.  to  i2l.  6s.  perdozen^ 
DittOj  4  2-5ths  inch,  from  17s.  6d.  to  14s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

The  favings  on  thefe  articles  muft  depend  on  the  demand  ; 
and  according  to  that  of  the  laft  three  years,  wpuld  have 
amounted  00  an  average  10  95^3801.  annually. 

RICHMOND,    icq. 
Mafter  General  of  the  Ordnance* 

Mr.  5/^^//  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  Mr.  Scee*c« 
to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply  be  read.     Th^^ 
order  being  read,  the  Speaker  put  the  qaeftion,  '^  that  hp 
do  leave  the  chair." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  coming  into  his  place, 
Mr.  Huffey  role  to  mention,  that  it  was  reported  without  Mr.HuOcy. 
doors,  that  the  cafhier  and  the  accomptant  of  the  Pay-office 
had  been  dilmiiTed  from  their  refpcAive  offices,  in  confe* 
quence  of  fome  communication  made  by  the  Board  of  Trea- 
lury  to  the  Paymafter  general.  He  begged  to  know,  if 
the  fa£t  were  fo,  and  if  there  was  any  objeftion  to  laying 
the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Treafury,  when*  the  matter  in 
queftion  was  under  their  inveftigation,  before  the  Houfc  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  the  fad  was  exa£tly   as  the  ho-  1^^^  p*^^ 
Qourable  gentleman  had  fiated  it  to  be,  an  J    that  he  had  no . 
obje^ion  whatever  that  the  mitiutes  of  the  Board  oi  Trea- 
fury fhould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
VOL*  IX.  N  n  n  ^^r• 
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Mr.  Hii0ey.      Mr.  ilujjiy  Was  urgent  to  make  a  motion  for  the  purpofc, 
but  the  Speaker  reminded  him,  that  no  fuch  motion  could 
then  be  put,  another  queftion  being  under  the  confideration 
of  the  Houfe, 
Mr.  Ken-       Mr.   Kenrick  then  rofe,  and  defired,  before  the  Speaker 
"  left  the  chair,  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  the  report  of 

the  Board  of  Ordnance,  (igncd  with  the  name  of  a  noble 
Duke.  Mr.  Kenrick  accordingly  went  into  a  train  of  rca- 
foning  upon  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  report,  anfwering  moft 
of  the  arguments  urged  in  that  paper.  Unfortunately  Mr. 
Kenrick  (poke  in  fo  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  we  could  not 
hear  enough  of  what  he  faid,  to  do  more  than  declare,  what 
we  conceive  to  have  been  the  general  tendency  of  his  argu- 
ment. 
Mr.  Min-  ^r.  Afinchin  rofe  and  differed  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
"*'  man  in  opinion.     He  faid  he  had  repeatedly  complained  of 

the  manner  in  which  the  public  eftimates  had  ufually  been 
laid  upon  the  table.     They  ^ad  been  called  upon  to  vote 
away  the  public  money,  without  having  accounts  before  them 
^  to  prove,  that  the  eftimates  for  which  they  were  to  vote,  had 

any  foundation.  He  thought  the  noble  Duke  entitled  \o 
very  great  praife  for  having  fet  the  example  what  fort  of 
eftimates  ought  to  be  laid  before  Parliament.  In  his  mind, 
the  public  accounts  (hould  always  precede  the  eftimates  for 
which  they  were  to  vote,  and  to  vote  in  any  other  manner 
was  to  abufe  their  truft  as  guardians  of  the  public  purfe. 
Mr.  Cour.  Mr.  Courtenay  rofe  ;  he  faid  that  the  report  from  the  noble 
**^^*  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Ordnance  glanced  fuch  charges 
againft  the  laft  Board,  and  the  noble  Lord  (Townfliend) 
who  had  preiided  over  it,  that  juftice  to  that  noble  Lord, 
and  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  a£ted  under  him,  rendered  it 
neceftary  that  he  (hould  make  fome  obfervations,  to  meet 
the  prejudice  that  the  report  might  create,  againft  thofe  who 
had  not  ill  deferved  at  the  hands  of  their  country.  The 
pcrfpicuity,  the  perfeverance,  and  the  vigilance  of  the  lioble 
Duke,  in  watching  public  officers  and  minifters  too,  were 
not  to  be  difputed ;  and  he  was  ready  to  fay,  that  the  re- 
port was  drawn  up  in  a  mafterly  manner,  and  wanted  no- 
thing to  make  it  complete  but  fairnefs  and  candour :  In 
thefe  two  points  he  thought  it  defe£tive;  and  in  order  to 
prove  he  did  not  aftert  this  without  fome  ground  to  bear 
him  out,  he  begged  the  Houfe  would  favour  him  with  their 
attention  for  a  few  minutes. 

The 
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'The  firft  article  in  the  report  ftated,  that  by  the  new  con- 
tra£l  for  borfes,  the  price  for  each  horfc  was  reduced  fron^ 
IS.  9d.  per  day,  to  is.  o|d.  On  this  article  he  would  fay,^ 
that  the  contrafl  for  is.  9d.  was  precifely  on  the  terms,  with 
that  which  had  been  niade  many  years  ago  by  the  late 
Marquis  of  Granby,  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Ord- 
nance :  A  right  honourable  General  in  his  eye,  (General 
Conway)  had  alfo  thought  this  a  reafonable  price,  or  rather, 
an  advantageous  one,  for  he  had  alfo  renewed  the  contract, 
when  that  which  the  noble  Marquis  made  had  expired. 
Here,  therefore,  were  two  precedents,  which  the  noble  Lord 
lately  at  the  head  of  the  Ordnance  could  not,  and  ought 
not  to  have  thought  it  improvident  in  him  to  make  the  rulo 
of  his  conduft  in  renewing  the  contrafl  for  horfes.  -«  But 
there  was  another  reafon  for  believing  that  at  the  time,  the  , 

cont raft  was  not  deemed  difadvantageous  to  the  public;  and 
that  was,  that  the  contractor,  finding  it  not  advantageous 
to  himfelf^  had  applied  to  the  Board  to  be  releafed  from  it  ^ 
the  Board  however,  thinking  they  had  made  a  g6od  bar- 
gain, refufcd  to  comply  with  his  requcft ;  and  told  him  that 
if  he  did  not  perform  his  engagement,  he  (hould  be  fued 
for  the  penalty  of  his  bond.  —  It  was  true,  that  the  Board 
would  afterwards  have  annulled  the  contract,  if  they  could  ; 
but  having  taken  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  lawyers  on  the 
fubjed,  it  was  found  that  the  contraft,  having  been  made, 
for  years,  could  not  be  voided.  The  noble  Lord,  therefore,, 
who  was  laft  at  the  head  of  the  Ordhance,  was  juftified  by 
the  two  precedents  already  quoted,  for  having  made  the 
contraA ;  and  his  fubfequent  endeavours  to  break  it,  and 
make  a  new  one  more  favourable  to  the  public,  would 
icarcely  be  deemed  no  lefs  meritorious  in  him,  thaa  it  wa» 
in  the  noble  Duke  to  make  a  new  contrafl,  which  he  wag. 
enabled  to  do,  by  the  expiration  of  the  old.  —  The  next  ar- 
ticle he  (hould  coniider  was  that  of  the  copper  hoops,  the 
price  of  which  had  been  reduced  in  the  cbntraft  made  by  cbe 
noble  Duke  from  135K  6s.  8d.  per  ton  to  I02l.  This  ne- 
duflion  he  could  not,  in  juftice,  afcribe  wholly  to  the  care 
and  vigilance  of  the  noble  Duke,  but  to  a  circumftance,  of 
which  it  was  impoffible  for  his  noble  predeceflbr  at  the 
Board  to  have  availed  himfelf :  the  circumilance  he  alluded 
to  was  a  fall  in  the  market  price  of  the  article  of  copper  : 
The  price  had  fallen  at  leaft  151.  per  cent,  at  once  ;  and  as 
it  muft  fall  ftill  lower,  on  accouat  of  the  peace,  the  nevr» 
contract  would  have  been  unreafonably  improvident  indeed, 

N  n  n  2  if 
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if  it  had  not  been  infinitely  lower  than  the  contraft  made  b^ 
the  noble  Lord,  which,  having  been  made  durine  the  Wir, 
muft  of  courfe  have  been  fubje£l  to  the  enhanced  price  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  war.  1  he  noble  Duke  and  the  noble  Lord 
had  each  a£led  according  to  the  circumilances  of  the  times  ; 
the  latter  therefore  had  been  under  the  neceflity  0/  treating 
for  the  articles  he  wanted  at  the  war  prices  ;  while  the  for* 
met  was  enabled  by  the  concludot)  of  \he  war,  to  makt  bet- 
ter terms,  by  purcnaiing  at  peace  prices.  If  the  noble  Lord 
had  been  the  fuccelTor,  and  the  noble  Duke  the  predeceilbr 
at  the  Board,  the  contracts  Would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  nearly  the  fame  as  the  Houfe  found  them  ;  and  as  there 
was  no  merit  in  having  made  peace  contraAs  at  peace  prices^ 
fo  there  was  no  demerit  in  having  made  war  contra&s  at  war 
prices. 

The  next  article  that  he  intended  to  make  foitit  obferva* 
tions  on,  was  the*  article  of  Ihot,  which  in  the  new  contract 
had  been  reduced  from  iil.  15s.  to  lol.  6s«  per  ton..  ^  On 
this  fubje£l  he  would  make  a  remark,  that  might  be  applied^ 
not  only  to  thisi  but  to  almoft  every  article  in  the  report :  a 
great  demand  for  any  commodity  neceflarily  enhances  the 
value  of  it ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  it  falls,  when 
the  demand  ceafes  to  be  great.  This  would  account  for  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  difference  in  price  of  the  ton  of  (hot ; 
for  the  carrying  on  the  war,  an  immenfe  quantity  was  ne* 
cefTary ;  the  demand  of  courfe  was  immenle,  and  the  price 
confequentiy  bore  a  proportion  to  the  demand  :  but  now  tl^at 
i;^e  were  at  peace,  we  no  longer  wanted  fuch  great  quantities 
of  fhot ;  and  therefore  the  noble  Duke  was  almoft  mafter  of 
his  own  terms,  and  it  would  have  been  wonderful  indeed,  if 
he  had  not  made  a  o;ood  bargain.  But  there  was  another 
way  to  account  for  its  being  fo  good  ;  the  contraQor  had 
agreed  to  take  back  in  old  (hot,  half  the  tonnage  that  be 
Ihould  furnlfh  of  new,  and  of  this  he  knew  how  to  make  his 
profit.  The  price  of  match  he  found  reduced  in  the  report, 
from  231.  to  1 61.  5s.  per  ton.  This  was  a  confiderable  re- 
duftion  ;  but  he  would  not  hefitate  to  alTert,  that  it  was  not 
a  jot  greater  than  ought  to  have  been  expcAed,  all  circum- 
ftances  confidered  :  it  was  well  known,  that  except  in  time 
of  war,  this  kind  of  match  was  of  little  or  no  ufe ;  and  there* 
fore,  though  when  we  wanted  it,  we  were  obliged  to  give  a 
coniiderablc  price  for  it,  yet  when  we  ceafed  to  have  a  great 
demand  for  it,  thofe  who  had  match  to  fell  muft  of  courfe 
offer  it  for  very  little  or  no  profit ;  nay,  they  would  fell  it 

under 
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under  prime  coft,  for  this  very  obvious  reaibo,  that  having 
DO  other  market,  but  at  the  ordnance  office,  they  rouft  lie 
oat  of  their  capital  till  next  wlr,  or  elfe  agree  to  fell  it  on 
very  moderate  terms :  it  was  to  the  peace^  therefore,  that  we 
owed  the  reduAion  of  this  article  ;  and  it  was  to  the  war  that 
we  ought  to  afcril)e  the  enhanced  price  paid  for  fliot  io  the 
contraA  under  the  laft  Mafter-general  of  the  Ordnance. 
The  noble  Duke's  report  ftated,  that  the  price  of  powder* 
barrels  bad  been  reduced  from  3s.  9d.  to  3s.  ad.  each.     And 
here  he  muft  take  an  opportunity^  he  faid,  to  obferve  to  the 
Honicy  what  a  want  of  candour  and  fairnefs  there  was  in 
this  article  :  it  appeared,  indeed,  that  there  was  a  faving  of 
yd.  on  each  barrel ;  but  did  the  report  ftate,  that  the  barrels 
for  which  the  Mailer  General  gave  3s.  9d.  were  made  of 
oak,  and  that  thofc  for  which  the  noble  Duke  was  to  give 
only  38.  2d.  were  to  be  made  of  beech  ?  He  was  fure  the  no- 
ble Duke  had  not  funk  this  fmall  piece  of  information  from 
any  defign  of  thrdwing  blame  on  his  noble  predeceflbr  in  of- 
fice, by  ihewing  that  he  had  wantonly  thrown  away  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  fum  as  feven- pence  on  every  powder  barrel  would 
have  made,  but  that  it  arofe  merely  from  accident,  and  not 
at  all  from  any  invidious  view.     But  he  muft  remark  on  this 
fobjeft,  that  the  noble  Duke^s  faving  on  this  article,  would 
turn  out  to  be  a  lofs  to  the  public  :  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
preceded  his  Grace  at  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  knowing  pretty  well  from  experience,  what  gun- 
powder waa,^and  he  knew  how  it  ought  to  be  kept  t  he  knew 
that  when  it  was  not  kept  in  oak  barrels,  it  was  hard  to  pre« 
fcrve  it  in  long  voyages  ;  and  that  confequently  it  would  be  a 
very  falfe  ceconomy  indeed  to  make  ufe  of  beech  inftead  of 
oak,  in  barrelling  powder ;  for  beech  was  known  to  be  a  very 
porous  wood,  which  of  courfe  would  fhrink  and  contraft  in 
dry,  and  would  fwell  in  moift  climates  ;  the  value  of  a  barrel 
of  gunpowder  he  underftood  to  be  5!.  he  would  therefore 
leave  it  to  the  Houfe  to  judge  which  of  the  two  had  afted 
more  wifely,  the  noble  Lord  who  had  given  3s.  qi.  for  a  bar- 
rel made  of  Hambro*  oak  ftaves,  the  beft  calculated  to.refift 
both  the  heat  and  dampnefs  of  different  climates ;  or  the 
noble  Duke,  who  to  fave  ^d,  had  purchafed  barrels  made  of 
a  kind  of  wood  the  leaft  6t  in  the  world  to  reiift  the  moifture- . 
and  drynefs  of  the  air ;  the  obje£t  to  be  prefervcd  in  each 
barrel  was  wonh  51.  and  the  faving  in  the  barrel  only  yd*  In 
the  oak  barrel  the   powder  would  be  more  fecure ;  in  the 
beech  barrel  it  would  be  moft  liable  to  be  fpoiled  :  the  plain 
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Aate  of  the  cafe  was  therefore  precifely  this ;  that  in  order  to 
fave  7d«  the  noble  Dtike  had  rtin  the  rilk  of  lofing  5I.     Yet 
he  would  prefutne  that  his  Grace  afled  from  the  beft  mo- 
tives*; for  he  could  not  fuppofe  that  be  had  any  partiality 
for  the  beech  that  grew  on  the  hills  of  Suflcx.  —  The  next 
article  to  be  coniidered  was  that  of  fand  bags,  which,   by 
the  way,  he  muft  fay,  was  an  article  that  had  never  before 
been  introduced  into  an  ordnance  eftimate  ;  but  this  only  en 
pajpint:  on  this  article,  however,  he  could  not  fay  as  much 
in  praife  of  the  noble  Doke's  oeconotny,  as  his  Grace  might 
perhaps  expe£l ;  for  it  feemed  that  what  he  had  gained  in  one 
point,  be  had  loft  in  smother.     It  was  neccifary  to  obfervc  to 
the  Houfe,  on  a  fubje£t  fo  new  to  them  as  the  eftimate  for 
fand  bags,  that  the  bufhel  fand  bags  were  thofe  for  which 
there  was  the  leaft  ufe  in  military  operations  ;  indeed,  there 
was  little  or  no  life  made  of  them  :  but  on  the  other  hand, 
there  was  very  great  ufe  made  of  the  half- bufhel  fand  bags  ; 
DOW  it  fo  happened,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  heat  down  the 
contraAors  in  the  price  of  the  buftiel  bags,  for  which  there 
was  fo  little  call,  and  had  made  it  up  to  them  in  the  half- 
buihel  bags,  by  giving  them  a  greater  price  for  them  than 
biid  been  given  by  his  noble  predeceftbr  at  the  board.     And 
here  it  was  nccefliry  to  obferve,  that  it  would  have  been  no 
more  than  fairnefs  to  have  ftated  the  two  prices  of  the  two 
different  kinds  of  bags,  and  nor  lump  them  both  in  one  ;  for 
the  Houfe  l^eing  uninformed  of  the  circumftancps,  muft  be 
ihockcd  indeed  at  hearing  that  the  price  of  fatid  bags  had 
been  red  viced  from  eight-pence  farthing  to  feven- pence  each 
bag  :  he  declared  that  he  could  fcarcdy  reprefs  hi$  indigna- 
tton  at  a  ftatement,  which  while  it  conveyed  to  the  Houfe  the 
idea  that  the  late  Board  of  Ordnance  had  paid  on  the  article 
of  fand  bags  fo  much  more  than  what  ought  to  have  been 
paid,  ftruck  immediately  at  the  indignity  and  honour  of  a 
noble  Lord  who  had  preceded  the  noble  Duke ;  and  who  was 
fecond  to  no  man  in  the  kingdom  for  difintercftednefs,  and 
regard  for  the  public  intereft.     That*  noble  Lord's  contra£^, 
indeed,  gave  eight-pence  farthing  for  every  buftiel  fand  bag, 
for  which  there  was  very  little  call ;  and  from  the  circutn- 
fiance  of  their  being  but  little  call  for  them,  there  was  lefs 
merit  than  might  appear  at  firft  view,  in  the  noble  Duke's 
having  faved  a  penny  halfpenny  on  each :  but  the  merit  was 
totally  loft,  when  it  was  coniidered  that  for  the  half-bufhel 
bag,  for  which  there  was  great  call,  the  noble  Duke  had 
agreed  to  give  two  thirds  of  a  halfpenny  more  than  the  noble ' 
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Lord,  his*  predtceflbr,  ufed  to  give*;  and  therefore,  when 
this  was  taken  into  the  account,  the  Hoofe  would  lee  in  what 
point  of  view  tbcy  ought  to  place  a  ftatement,  that  faid  there 
had   been  a  faving  of  more  than  one  half  00  the  article  of 
fand  bags.     He  felt  very  little  lefs  indignation  at  the  next 
article,  relative  to  fmall  arms,   (Dutch)  which  fiated  a  re* 
duAion  in  that  article,  from  lU  78.  6d.  to  il.  is.  each  ftand« 
To  explain  this  matter,  he  muft  inform  the  Houfc,  ^at  fome 
years  ago  a  combination  had  been  formed  at  Birmingham, 
for  railing  the  price  of  arms,  and  forcing,  as  it  were,  the 
Board  of  Ordnance  to  fubmit  to  fuch  terms  as  th&combina- 
tioD  (hould  think  proper  to  inipofe.     The  noble  Lord,  thea 
at  the  bead  of  the  Ordnance,  laudably  relblved  to  break  the 
combination  ;  and  to  this  end,  contraAed  for  five  thoufiind 
{lands  of  arms  in  Holland,  at  a  lefs  price  than  WhS  ufually 
paid  in  England  for  Englilb  arms  ;  bu^  of  tiie  reduced  price 
of  the  Dutch  arms  he  made  no  merit,  becaufe  they  were  in<* 
ferior  in  quality  to  Englifh  arms.     Nothin^::  but  downright 
neccifity  could  have  juftified  the  noble  Lord  in  fending  to 
Holland  for  arms :  but  there  was  an  abfolute  neceility  for 
him  fo  to  do ;  for  when  he  fent  thither,  there  were  onljf 
twenty  thoufand  ftands  in  the  Tower;  and  the  manufadu^ 
rcrs  at  Birmingham  refufed  to  fupply  the  Board,  except  at 
fuch  extravagant  prices,  as  it  would  have  been  madncfs  in 
Board  to  comply  with.     So  circumftanced,  the  noble  Lord 
made  a  contraifl  for  five  thoufand  ftands  of  Dutch  arms  ;  ' 
and  this  contra^  produced  the  delired  effe£i,  for  it  broke  the 
combination  at  home  :  the  people  of  Birmingham,  finding 
that  the  Board  had  ample  refources  in  Holland,  lowered  their 
demands,  and  agreed  to  fuinifh  any  quantity  of  arms  at  rea- 
fonable  prices.     The  perfon  with  whom  the  Board  had  con- 
trafted  in  Holland,  made  double  the  number  of  ftands  con* 
traded  for;  this  he  did  on  fpeculation,  prcfuming  on  the 
continuance  of' the  combination,  and  fuppofing  of  courie  that 
he  (hould  find  a  market  for  them  :  but  here  he  was  miftaken, 
for  the  combination  being  no  more,  the  neceflity,  which  alone 
could  juftify  the  application  to  Holland,  no  longer  cxifted, 
the  people  at  Birmingham  were  at  work  for  the  Board  ;  and 
therefore  the  noble  Lord  then  at  the  head  of  ir,  havine  taken 
the  five  thoufand  ftands  for  which  he  had  contraf^ed,  refufed 
to  take  any  more  ;  the  contra£tor,  thus  dii'appointed  of  his 
cxpeded  market,  preiTed  the  noble  Lord  to  take  the  remain- 
ing five  thoufand  ftands,  at  a  ftill  lefs  price  than  he  was  to 
get  for  thofe  which  he  had  delivered  on  contra^  ;  in  a  word, 
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having  no  other  vent  for  them,  he  repeatedly  offered  thcRi 
to  the  noble  Lord,  and  would  have  taken  almoft  any  thing  for 
them,  fooner  than  have  them  left  on  his  hands ;  but  the  noble 
Lord  conftantly  refufed  to  purchafe  them ;  firft,  btcaufe  they 
vrere  of  an  inferior  quality ;.  and  fecondly,  bccaufe  he  had 
BO  occafion  for  them,  having  contrafied  for  as  many  ftands, 
^  then  in  hand,  as  would  with  the  numbers  in  the  Tower, 
snake  up  eighty  thoufand.  ^fter  the  noble  Lord  had  quit- 
ted hisfituation  at  the  Board,  this  fame  contractor  applied  to 
the  noble  Duke,  and  offered  his  arms  at  one  guinea  per 
Aand :  hit  Grace  was  plcafed  to  clofe  with  his  propofal,  and 
now  made  a  merit  of  having  purchafed  at  a  very  cheap  rate 
five  thoafand  ftands  of  arms,  which  his  noble  predeccllbr 
would  not  porcfaaie  on  aujr  account  whatever,  or  he  might 
have  had  them  on  his  own  terms.  —  The  brafs  works  for 
mufquets  were  reduocd  froip  is. 'ad.  to  is.  halfpenny  per 
pound.  This  reduAion  was  very  natural ;  for  the  peace  had 
lowered  the  price  of  brafs  fo  much,  that  the  reduAion  was 
not  greater  than  ought  to  have  been  expefted.  —  The  whecU 
barrows,  and  band-barrows,  the  firft,  he  believed,  that  had 
ever  been  wheeled  or  handed  into  that  Houfe,  were  to  be 
furniihed  on  the  new  contraft  cheaper  than  on  the  former  ; 
but  it  would  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  wood  of  which  they 
were  to  be  made,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  powder  barrels,  whc* 
ther  this  would  be  a  favingor  a  lofs  to  the  nation.  —  But  iti 
the  ftatement  of  the  faltpetre  contraA,  he  difcovercd  Tonne- 
thing  fo  unpardonably  unfair,  that  as  he  knew  the  noble 
Duke  was  incapable  of  a  wi(h  to  miflead,  he  mud  take  it  for 
granted,  he  had  been  deceived  and  impofed  on.  The  report 
ftated  that  faltpetre  had  been  reduced  from  115I.  to  72I.  7s. 
per  ton.  That  is  to  fay,  that  to  the  bigheft  price  ever  given 
by  the  late  Board  of  Ordnance  on  an  extraordinary  occafion, 
was  oppofcd  the  loweft  price  that  had  given  by  the  noble 
Duke :  if  this  was  a  fair  and  candid  ftatement,  he  would 
confefs  that  he  knew  not  what  candour  and  fairnefs  meant. 
He  faid  it  was  uninecciTiry  to  call  back  to  the  memory  of  the 
Houfe,  the  tranfaAion  of  laft  year,  relative  to  Mr.  Town- 
fon*s  contraft :  it  was  very  well  known  with  what  zeal  the 
noble  Lord  then  at  the  head  of  the  Ordnance  had  refiftcd 
that  contrafl ;  and  that  he  did  not  reft  fatisfied,  till  the  con« 
traft  was  cancelled,  which  Mr.  Townfon,  indeed,  of  his 
own  accord,  very  handfomely  offered  to  do :  the  faltpetre^ 
l^owever,  was  neteflary  at  the  time ;  and  it  was  purchafed 
from  that  gentleman,  who  agreed  to  produce  the  original 
I  tuIU 
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bills  of  lading,  and  to  take  ten  per  cent,  profit  for  his 
trouble  and  rifk.  Another  perfon  had  agreed  to  furniih  the 
Board  with  430  tons  of  faltpetre,  but  after  loo  tons  had 
been  delivered  in^  it  was  found  that  the  price  was  confider- 
ably  above  the  market  price;  and  therefore  the  Board  paid 
for  the  quantity  delivered,  and  would  on  no  account  take 
the  remainder.  But  furely  it  was  not  from  fuch  circum- 
fiances  as  thefcj  that  it  ihould  be  ftated  in  a  report  to  the 
Uoufe  of  Commons,  that  the  price  of  faltpctre  had  been 
reduced  from  1 15!.  to  72I.  7s.  per  ton.  What  was  become 
of  the  price  paid  by  charter  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  for 
500  tons,  to  be  furniflied  for  53!.  in  war  time  ?  If  the  noble 
Duke  had  ftruck  an  average  of  four  years  back,  he  would 
have  found  the  average  price  to  be  81 1.  if  for  fevcn  years, 
it  would  fink  the  average  price  to  661.  and  confequently  it 
would  appear,  that  the  average  price  paid  by  the  laft  Maf- 
ter  General  of  the  Ordnance,  during  feven  years  of  war^ 
was  61.  Icfs  than  in  the  noble  Duke's  ^ac<  contradl.  At  all 
events,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  fee  what  little  ground, 
there  wap  for  the  ftatement  contjiined  in  the  report. — 

As  for  the  three  laft  articles  of  the  report,  relative  to 
Jbells^  he  would  fay  that  the  peace  was  one  caufe  why  the 
price  in  the  new  contraft  was  lower  than  in  the  old  j  and 
another  was,  that  old  (hells  were  to  be  taken  by  the  con^. 
tra£lors  in  payment  of  one-half  of  their  demand. — ^From 
thcfe  obfervations,  which  he  had  taken  the  liberty  to  make, 
to  the  Houfe,  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  fee,  wh»t  very 
little  foundation  theie  was  for  the  aflertion  contained  in- 
the  report,  that,  for  the  laft  three  years,  it  was  poflible 
that  95,oool.  might  have  been  faved  annually  in  the  ord- 
nance   department : an  enormous  dedudlion   muft  be 

made  out  of  that  fum,  for  the  extra  eftimate  on  faltpetrc, 
which  was  ftated  at    115I.  per  ton,  the   price  which, had. 
been  given  for  only  about  500  tonsj  which  price  being  re- 
duced to  81I.  or  661.  as  he  faid  before,  theie  would  be  a 
very  large  deduftion  indeed  to  be  made  out  of  the  grofs 
fum  of  95,oooK  as  in  order  to  make   out  that  fum  it  was. 
neceffary  to  charge  a  vaft  number  of  tons,  at  115I.  inftead 
of  661.  or  at  moft  at  81I.— The  fame  principle  of  deduc- 
tion muft  be  obferved  in  all  the  other  articles  \  and  then 
the  Houfe  would  find  that  the  dark  charge,  obliquely  con- 
veyed by  the  report,  againft  the  laft  Mafter-Gencral  of  the 
Ordnance,  of  having  wantonly  fpent,  for  the  laft  three. 
years,  95,0001.  of  the  public  money,  which  he  might  have 
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faved)   without  cramping  tiie    fervice,   would    TaniQi   in 
fmbkc. 
Mr.  Pel*         Mr.  Pelbam  faid,  there  was  no  cenfure  whatever  intended 
^^*  againft  the  late  Mafter  of  the  Ordnance,  by  thie  manner  in 

which  the  eftimates  were  ftated.  If  they  were  contnrflcd 
vith  thofe  which  had  preceded  them,  it  Was  merely  by- 
way of  accounting  for  what  the  noble  Duke  had  done  dur« 
ing  the  time  he  had  been  in  office.  He  wifhed  no  reflec'- 
tion  whatever,  but  in  order  to  prove  to  the  public  that  he 
ferved  them  to  the  beft  of  his  ability,  it  was  neceflary  Co 
draw  a  line  between  his  condu£t  and  that  of  the  noble 
Lord  whom  he  fucceeded.  He  now  went  through  fomc  of 
the  articles,  which  he  endeavoured  to  make  appear  to  be 
of  as  great  advantage  as  ftated.  In  particular  he  mentioned 
t)ie  powder  barrels,  which  he  contended  were  made  of  very- 
proper  wood  for  the  purpofe,  as  flour  was  in  general  kept 
in  barrels  of  that  kii;d  of  wood,  and  yet  was  never  damag- 
ed by  it,  nor  did  he  fee  any  reafon  why  powder  fliould. 
^e  admitted  that  the  late  Board  of  Ordnance  could  not  get 
rid  of  the  (Contra£l  for  horfes, 

In  anfwef  to  what  Mr.  Courtenay  had  faid  of  the  fandv 
tags,  Mr.  Felham  admitted,  that  the  half  bufhel  were 
clearer  in  proportion  than  the  bufhel  hags,  but  he  f»d, 
|hat  the  redu^lion  really  amounted  in  the  bufhel  bags,  to 
one  penny  half-penny,  and  in  the  half  bufhel  bags,  the 
rife  was  only  about  two- thirds  of  a  half-penny.  With  rc« 
gard  to  the  fliells,  he  faid,  Mi.  Courcenay  was  miflaken  in 
the  idea  of  thofe  lately  contrafied  for  being  to  be  paid  for, 
half  in  old  metal,  and  half  by  bills  in  the  cuflomary  mode. 
The  fa£t  was  this :  a  great  quantity  of  old  metal  lay  about 
Woolwich  warren,  and  it  was  thought  proper  to  get  rid  of 
it;  contra^ip,  therefore,  were  publicly  advertifed  accord- 
ingly. Among  others  who  oflFerrd  conditions,  the  Carron 
Coinpany  fent  in  twocontrads;  ox^e  for  the  cafling  of 
(hells,  to  l^e  paid  for  entirely  and  independently  of  the  old 
metal  \  the  pther,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated, 
to  be  paid  for  half  iu  metal,  I^alf  otherwife  \  but  the  con- 
trad  referred  to  in  the  fable  was  the  former,  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  old  metaU  Mr.  Pelham  alfo  faid 
femethmg  refpe£ling  the  faltpetre,  and  having  fpoken  to 
moft  of  the  articles  to\icfaed  on  by  Mn  Courtenay,  faid, 
the  office  had  no  wi(h  to  conceal  any  part  of  their  con- 
dufi,  on  the  grounds  on  which  it  proceeded,  and  that  he 
VM  perfuaded^  the  honourable  gentlemen  woifld  do  them 
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the  juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  they  had  given  him  an  im* 
me<nate  anfwer  to  every  queftion,  he  had  thought  proper 
to  afky  and  refufed  him  no  fatisfa£lion  in  their  power  to 
give  i  and  perhaps  it  was  not  expeded  that  this  was  to  be 
the  ttfe  made  of  it. 

Mr.  Ccurtenay  faid|  that  he  had  been  at  the  office  that  Mr.Cour* 
momingy  and  that  his  reception  there  had  been  extremely  ^*"*^* 
liberal.  Without  any  impeachment  of  his  condU£l,  he: 
neVerthelefs  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  make  his  advan<« 
ta^  of  the  information  he  had  thus  received.  With  regard 
to  the  fliellsi  he  had  made  no  miftake ;  his  declaration  was^ 
that  about  half  of  the  new  contrails  were  to  be  paid  for^ 
half  In  meta),  half  as  ufual.  That  declaration  did  not 
amount  to  an  aflertion  that  .the  Carron  Company  Height 
not  have  contra£led  on  other  conditions. 

Mr.  Sieeii  faid  the  noble  Duke,  whofe  name  was  fub*  **'•  ^^^^^ 
fcribed  to  the  reportj  had  not  the  moft  diftaiit  inteiKioii 
of  fttggeftiiig:  a  cenfure  on  his  noble  predectffibr  in  office^ 
or  on  the:  condu£l  of  the  Board,  at  which  that  noble  Lord 
prefided,  but  having  made  an  eftimate  extremely  different 
from  thofe  ufually  prefented  to  the  Houfe  heretofore,  tht 
noble  Duke  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  fubmit  the  grounds 
of  his  deviation  from  the  plan  of  former  eitimates  to  thd 
Houfe;  and  in  fo  doing,  it  had  been  lieceflary  to  ftate  fe-< 
veral  of  the  articles  in  a  table,  with  the  price  t6ey  were 
now  contta£ted  for,  and  the  prices  formerly  paid,  in  order^ 
to  {hew  the  difference  and  the  quantum  of  the  faving  made 
for  the  public.  Hence,  Mr.  Steele  faid,  wheett>arfOw$ 
and  fand-bags,  which  certainly  were  not  articles  ufually 
introduced  to  the  notice  of  that  Houfe,  were  thought 
worth  mentioning,  becaufe  though  the  faving  upon  ea^chy 
fingly,  was  but  a  mere  trifle,  yet  the  general  faving 
amounted  in  the  year  to  many  thoufands  of  pounds^ 

Mr.  Jdam  went  largely  into  the  defence  of  the  late  Mr.  Adam. 
Board  of  Ordnance.  He  argued  particularly  on  the  debt 
tf  that  department.  The  noble  Duke's  report  ftated  that 
the  Ordnance  debt  at  the  end  of  laft  war,  was  no  more 
than  595f423[I«  as.  5d.  and  that  at  the  end  of  thi»  war  it 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  1,724,5031.  iis<  id.  Now  m  ox^ 
der  to  underftand  this  matter  more  dearly,  the  Houfe 
ought  not  with  the  noble  Duke,  to  compare  one  d^  with 
another,  without  making  a  reference  at  the  fame  time  to 
the  gfofs  fums  expended  in  each  of  thefc  two  wars,  by  the 
Bo^rd  of  Ordnance^    The  grofs  expence  of  the  Ordnance 
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in  the  war  endit^g  in  1762,  amounted  to  3,000,000!,  the 
grbfs  cxpence  of  the  fame  Board  for  the  war  ending  in 
1783,  amounted  to  very  near  io,ooo,oool.  fo  that  a  debt 
of  iy724>503l.  IIS  id.  was  very  little  greater,  in  propor- 
tion to  io,ooO)OOol.  than  a  debt  of  59594231.  2s.  5d.  was  to 
3,000,000]^  ^  It  was  to  be  remarked  alfo,  that  the  hiiing 
and  paying  of  trahfports,  which  formerly,  and  even  for 
two  or  three  years  of  this  laft  war,  had  been  done  by  the 
navy  board,  had  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  been 
thrown  upon  the  Ordnance  Board,  and  accpunted  for  ihe 
fize  of  its  debt* 

Mr.  Adam  then  commented  on  Mr.  Pelham's  fpeech, 
and  dated,  that  he  had  not  anfwered  all  the  obfervations  of 
Mr.  Courtenay  upon  the  refpeftive  articles  of  the  table. 
With  regard  to  the  beech  barrels  in  particular,  the  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  had  ackowledged  the  fact  ftated  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  near  him,  and  had  not  faid  a  word 
in  reply  to  what  had  been  urged  refpe£ling  the  difference 
of  the  price  between  beech  and  oak  ftaves.  That  remark 
of  Mr.  Courtenay's,  therefore,  and  all  the  others  not  an- 
fwered, it  was  fair  to  fuppofe,  were  undeniablv  grounded. 
Mr.  Adam  faid,  the  note  annexed  to  the  table,  certainly 
convey  J  a  cenfure  upon  the  late  Board  of  Ordnance,  as 
far  as  depended  upon  the  ordinary  con{lru£lion  of  the 
wording  it ;  but  as  it  had  been  declared  that  there  was  no 
intention  in  the  noble  Duke,  whofe  name  was  fubfcribed 
to  the  report,  to  fugged  any  fuch  cenfure,  certainly,  all 
the  argument  that  had  been  reded  on  that  idea  was  done 
away.  With  refpefl:  to  the  mode  of  making  out  the  prc- 
fent  edimate,  he  thought  the  noble  Duke  entitled  to  great 
praife  for  the  diligence  and  ability  with  which  he  had  pre- 
pared it ;  and  he  (aid,  he  was  fomewhat  flattered  to  find  it 
built  on  an  opinion  correfpondent  with  that  he  had  men- 
tioned when  the  ordnance  edimate  was  lad  year  under  con- 
fideration,  and  which  had  more  than  once  very  lately  been 
emphatically  delivered  by  an  authority  that  he  long  had* 
and  ever  fhould  highly  refpe£t,  viz.  that  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  of  the  public  expenditure  ought  to  be  put  into  edi- 
mates,  and  as  little  as  poflible  left  to  extraordinarics.  At 
the  fame  time,  he  faw  no  reafon  why  the  new  mode  was 
to  be  confidered  as  a  refleflion  on  the  former  Board  of 
Ordnance  any  more  than  on  any  other  office,  whofc  edi- 
mates,  from  the  commencement  of  the  conditution,  had 
been  laid  before  that  Houfe  in  the  way  that  the  ordnance 
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eftimate  of  laft  year,  and  the  year  before,  and  for  m&ny 
years  before  that,  bad  been  prepared.  The  eftimates  for 
the  navy  fervice  (the  mod  favoured  of  any),  Mr.  Adam 
obferved  had  conilantly  and  uniformly  been  drawn  up  in 
the  old  way^  and  the  Ordnance  had  evidently  copied  the 
Aiimirahy  in  their  manner.  With  regard  to  the  quantum 
of  unfunded  debt,  that  alfo  had  been  unavoidably  incident 
to  the  former  pra£tice  of  the  two  Boards  in  making  up 
their  accounts,  and  it  was  to  be  recoUe£t:ed,  that  the  un- 
funded debt  of  the  Navy  and  Ordnance  wouid  naturally 
increafe  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the  public  expen* 
diture  for  each  fervice.  Mr.  Adam  argued,  that  though 
merit  was  due  to  the  noble  Duke  at  the  head  of  the  Ord« 
nance,  for  having  taken  fo  much  pains  to  prepare  the  efti* 
mate  in  a  new  and  more  fatisfa£bory  form  than  had  been 
heretofore  the  praftice,  and  though  the  noble  D.uke  de* 
ferved  praife  for  his  endeavours  to  make  contra£^s  for  the 
public  on  cheaper  terms  than  formerly,  yet  the  difFerent 
circumftances  under  which  the  former  contracts  had  been 
made,  and  other  matters  taken  into  the  confldtration,  there 
was  no  ground  whatever  for  faying,  that  the  laft  Board  of 
Ordnapce  had  been  remits  in  their  duty,  or  negligent  of 
that  conftant  attention  which  they  owed  to  the  public* 

General  Conway  thought  the  whole  of  the  debate  difor-  General 
derly ;  for  the  queftion  was,  *<  that  the  Speaker  do  leave  Conway. 
the  chair,"  and  not  one  fyilable  had  been  urged  againft  it 
by  any  one  gentleman  who  had  taken  part  in  the  debate. 
If  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  any  fhare  in  the  direflion  of 
the  laft  Board  of  Ordnance,  wifhed  to  defend  them- 
felves  and  thejr  friends,  he  did  not  blame  them  for  fo  do* 
ing ;  but  he  could  not  help  faying  that  there  was  no  occa* 
Hon  for  defence  where  there  was  no  accufation,  and  he 

ErofeHed  he  could  not  fee  an  iota  of  charge  upon  the  laft 
oard  of  Ordnance  in  the  prefent  eftimate.  Having  al- 
tered the  mode  of  preparing  the  ordnance  eftimate,  and 
reduced  the  articles  much  nearer  to  corre£lnef$  than  ever 
was  known  to  be  the  cafe  in  any  former  eftimates,  it  v/as 
a  matter  of  courfe  for  his  noble  relation  to  be  defirous  of 
{hewing  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  mode  of  preparing  the 
eftimatesi  and  making  contra£t$;  and  it  was  impoftible  for 
him.  to  do  that  efie^Elually,  without  ftating  a  comparifon 
between  the  new  and  the  old  mode ;  but  that  furely  did 
not  nccefiarily  imply  a  cenfure  of  his  predecefibrs  in  office. 
To  fay  for  inilancej  that  in  the  hew  coi;tra£t  for  borfes  the 
a  price 
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price  wis  rdduced  from  1$.  pd.  to  ts*  and  |d.  per  day,  was 
furelf  a  verf  faiir  and  a  very  true  comparifon  ;  but  it  did 
sot  follow,  that  the  lalft  Bosird  were  to  blame  for  the  former 
contraft  made  at  another  time,  ;&nd  under  other  circum* 
ftances*    With  regard  to  the  falpetre  likewife,  it  was  well 
known  that  a  contrad  had  been  made  for  that  article  at  fe 
high  a  price  laft  yeari  that  the  noble  Lord  then  at  the  head 
of  the  Ordnance  put  a  ftop  to  it  of  himfelf,  and  gained 
confiderable  Ci^dit  by  fo  doiiigj  there  could  be  no  idea 
therefore  of  throwing  any  ftigma  on  the  former  Board  by 
the  coihparifon  with  refpe£t  to  that  article.     Indeed^  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  with  ef^at 
indilftry^  great  ability,  and  with  cScGt^  produced  a  reform 
in  the  mode  of  doing  the  buGnefs  of  the  Ordnance  Board. 
Why,  then,  (hould  that  good  work  be  depreciated  by  attri* 
bating  any  unworthy  motives  to  the  noble  author  of  the 
report  upon  the  table  f  The  noble  Duke,  he  was  perfuaded^ 
would  difdain  raifing  his  own  merit  in  the  eyes  of  hts 
countrty  by  an  attempt  to  accufe  others  with  condofb  lefs 
laudable.    The  whole  converfation,  the  General  contended^ 
hadbeeti  irregular  and  diforderly,  and,  as  was  generally 
the  cafe  with  all  diforderly  proceedings  in  that  Houfe^  much 
had  been  faid  in  the  courfe  of  the  converfatie^  that  ought 
not  to  have  been  faid,  before  the  Houfe  were  in  the  com- 
mittee. ' 
U  Kortb.  *   I^rd  North  juftified  the  honourable  gentlemen  for  having 
gone  into  a  defence  of  their  condtr^ ;  but  as  it  was  now 
uiiderftood  that  no  blame  was  intended,  that  there  were 
many  miftakes  in  the  report,  he  did  not  fee  the  neceffity  of 
their  proceeding  in  their  defence,  as  every  fliadow  of  a 
charge  was  done  away.     A  few  words  were  fpoken  on  the 
point  of  order  between  Lord  North  and  General  Conway. 
_  ^              The  Speaker  faid,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  Hoide  had 
Spctker.     n<>t  beeYi  in  oider,  in  fpeaking  upon  the  fubjeA  of  the  re* 
port  in  the  manner  they  had  done ;  for  that  no  matter  in- 
troduced into  a  debate  which  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe 
could  decide  upon,   was  regularly  debateaUe^    His  idea 
was,  that  to  have  conformed  to  order,  the  Houfe  fhould 
have  referred  the  report,  together  \i4th  the  eftimate,  to  the 
committee,  and  if  any  queftion  had  been  propofed  opoo 
the  report,  by  the  committee,  that  queftion  might  have 
been  agitated  afterwards.    This,  he  conceived,  to  be  the 
ftri£k  rule  of  order,   and,  till  the  Houfe  inftru£led  him 
otherwife,  be  (hould  continue  to  entertain  that  opinion. 
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Sir  Grey  CoQpfr  faid,  that  it  wa3  QOt  poflible  to  adapt  tbesSrCivy 
prcfeat  cafe  to  anv  known  order. of  prpcecdiag,  becaufe  the  ^'•f*'' 
report  accompanying  the  efiimatc,  made  the  cafe  a  new  one. 
The  report,  however,  it  was  to  be  rcmernh^red^   had  pot 
been  called  for  by  the  Houfe ;  i-t  was  to  all  intents  and  pur* 
pofes  gratuitous  on  the  part  of  the  noble  Duke^  and  there- 
fore being  a  new  matter  introduced  into  the  Houfe,  it  waf 
impoffible  to  treat  it  otherwife  than  in  a  new  iQanner.    In 
his  opinion.  Sir  Grey  faid,  the  Hoafe  had  taken  the  only  fit 
opportunity  of  difcufling  it.     Indeed  it  would  h^ve  been  im* 
poffible  to  nave  fpoken  to  it  with  fo  much  propriety  at  any 
other  time.^  That  the  rule  of  order,  generally  fpeakmg,  was^ 
as  it  had  been  laid  down  from  the  chair^  was  undoubtedly 
true  ;  but  then  it  had  been  laid  down  fo  ftriAly,  that  1^ 
would  have  been  very  hard  indeed  had  it  been  fo  enforced* 

Mr.  Hujly  wondered  how  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  rib-.Mr.Haflcj. 
band  could  fay  that  every  (hadow  of  blame  was  done  away 
from  the  laft  Board  of  Ordnance.  The  falt-pefre  contra^  wa$ 
a  fufficient  fource  of  bUme.  He  afked  if  the  noble  t^rd 
had  forgot  that  they  had  given  iijLaton  fpr  falt-petre? 
He  aflced  alfo  if  the  contraA  with  Mr.  Townjpn.vifa^  alfo 
forgot^  for  falt-petre  at  120I.  a  ton,  when  the  £a^*India 
Company  had  their  warehoufes  full,  and  would  have  fold  it 
at  little  more  than  half  the  money  }  That  contrafi,  though 
not  fulfilled,  had  been  made^  and  If  it  had  not  been.takea 
notice  of  in  that  Houfe,  the  nineteea  thoufand  pounds  that 
had  been  faved  for  the  public  would  have  been  thrown  ^way* 

Mr.  Fttxherbirt  h\t  it  ncceffary  for  him  to  fay  a  few  words  Mr.  Flu. 
on  the  fabje6t  of  the  report,  which  gUnced  a  cenfurc  al  a  hobcru 
contraA  which  he  had  held,  for  fupplying  the  artillery  with 
hor(es.  Three  fucceffivecontrafts,  he  faid,  had  been  Quule, 
each  for  feven  years,  between  the  Board  of  Ordnance  and 
a  Mr.  Warrington,  of  the  Borough^  at  is.  9d.  per  day  for 
each  horfe  :  thefe  three  contrads  had  bcea  made  by  Lord 
Granby,  Lieutenant-general  Conway,  and  Lord  Tpwn-i 
ihend,  and  all  on  the  (ame  terms.  Some  time  after  the  laft 
contrad  of  the  three  bad  been  made,  Mt«  Warrington  4icJ  % 
and  his  widow,  unable  to  perforn^  the  conditions  of  the  con- 
trad,  applied  to  the  Board  to,  be  relived  from  it ;  the  an-^ 
fwer^iven  to  her  was,  "  that  the  Board  could  not  think  of 
granting  her  requeft,  unlefs  (he  (hould  find  a  perfon  who 
would  undertake  to  perform  the  contrafl  in  her  flcad  :"  upoa 
this  (he  applied  to  him,  [Mr.  Fitzherbert]  and  he  confented 
to  bind  himfelf  to  the  performance  of  the  engagements  of 

the 
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the  contra  A..  But  when  he  afterwards  found  that  lie  muft, 
at  ten  days  notice,  have  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fevcn- 
ty -three  horfes  ready  to  take  the  field,  and  tha^  they  might 
be  difcharged  in  fifteen  days,  he  repented  of  what  be  had 
done,  and  eamefily  entreated  the  Board  to  releafc  him  from 
his  engagements  ;  but  he  was  told  that  the  contraft  was  too 
advantageous  to  the  public  to  be  given  up ;  and  that  he  muft 
perform  it,  or  forfeit  the  penalty  of  the  bond.  He  did  not 
like  to  pay  away  3000I.  for  nothing,  and  therefore  refolvcd^ 
if  poffible,  to  get  the  horfes ;  he  fucceeded  ;  but  (b  far  was 
he  from  thinking  that  he  had  gained  a  great  poinf,  in  getting 
the  contr^^,  that  he  aflured  the  Houfe  \\c  loft  every  week 
30I.  on  the  wages  of  the  drivers,  for  who^n  he  received  8$, 
a-wcek  from  the  Board,  but  to  whom  he  conftanrly  paid  9*. 
So  that  when  the  Houfe  fhould  have  confidercd  the  Ihort 
fpace  of  time  he  had  to  provide  near  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
fltcd  horfc's ;  the  fliort  time  that  there  might  have  been  occa- 
fiort  (or  them  ;  the  rifle  that  was  run  of  the  lofs  that  might 
faavebcen  iuftained  in  felling  fo  great  a  number  of  horfes 
as  weir  as  the  high  price  to  be  paid  for  them,  in  order  topro- 
<fure  thi^ni  fpeedily ;  and  that  30I.  were  loft  by  him  every 
week  for  drivers',  they  would  not  think  that  is«  Qd.  for  each 
Irorfe  was  a  verv  high  price.  The  nol^le  Duke  had  advcr- 
tifed  the  contraa  for  hoirfes  a  few  days  before  his  comraft 
expire^! ;  the  propofals  were  to  be  made  on  the  2d  of  Ofto- 
ber  laft,  and  hts  contrail  expired  the  icth;  fo  th ait  there 
were  only  eight  dayy  for  the^  nfcw  contraftors  to  procure  near 
one  thbuiand  feven  hundred  horfes  :  upon  trial  tliey  were  un- 
abfe  to  perform  their  contraft  ;  thpy  had  no  money  to  pur- 
chafe  any,  or  fecurity  to  give  the  TJoard :  in  that  fituation 
there  woold  not  have  been  a  horfe  for  ai-tillery  fervicc  in  the 
kingdom,  if  the  perfons  with  whom  he  had  engagements 
had  not  confented  to  let  their  horfes  ftay  a  few  days  longer 
in  camp :  this  was  a  critrcal  moment  indeed  for  this  country, 
when  l4ord  Howe  was  off  Cape  Finifterre,  and  an  invaiion 
wai  every  mbment  to  be  apprehended  :  if  fuch  an  event  had 
taken  place,  the  people  of  England  would  have  feen  the 
whole  train  of  artillery  of  the  kingdom  difperfed  through 
the  diflerent  counties  of  the' kingdom,  wlthopt  an  artillery- 
horfc,  in  the  pay  of  Governmcht,  ,to  draw  a  fingle  piece  of 
it :  this  would  have  been  a  moment  indeed,  when  oecanomy 
might  hot  have  met  With  a  very  loud  approbation  from  the 
people. 
•    ■  ..  *  In 
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In  the  courfc  of  this  recital  Mr.  Fitzhcrbcrt  corroborated 
Vfhzl  Mr.  Courtenay  had  faid,  of  the  Board^s  having  -been 
applied  to  by  the  perfons  engaged  to  aflift  him  with  an  ofFec 
to  Icrvc  the  public  -cheaper^  and  of  the  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor Generals  having  given  their  opinion  that  the  cootraft 
could  not  be  annulled.     He  al fb  ftated  the  various  inconve- 
niences of  the  coDtra6^y  when  fo  niany  horfes  were  to  be  pro- 
vided under  circunn (lances  fo  difadvantageout,  and  declared 
that  he  had  at  different  times  loft  conCdcrably  by  the  great 
cxpence  of  fervants,  &c.  while  be  held  it<     The  perfo'ns 
that  took  the  contraA  after  him,  and  upon  the  noble  Duke*s 
advertifing,  he  faid,  were  Meifrs.  Baldwin  and  Drumroond, 
who,  when  they  went  to  purchafe  horfes,  had  no  money  to 
pay  for  them^  and  were  unable  to  fulfil  the  terms  of  the  con- 
treaty  on  which  account  it  had  been  put  ijito  other  hands. 
Mr.  Fitzherbert  gave  a  fuccinfl  and  cleai^^tail  of  the  iirft 
contraA  atis.  gd.  from  the  year  1757  to  the  expiration  of 
that  be  held,  and  fhewed  that  it  had  been  by  no  means  fo  lu- 
crative as  the  puhlic'had  been  given  to  imagine,  ^but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  it  had  been  attended  with  great  inconvenience 
and  great  riique. 

The  queftion  being  now  put,  that  the  Speaker  leave  tho 
chair,  it  was  carried,  and  the  Houfe  refolved  itfclf  into  a 
committee  of  fupply. 

Mr.  SueU  role  to  explain  the  different  articles  of  the  efli-  Mr.  Stetlc* 
mates,  and  at  a  quarter  pad  eight  the  Houfe  was  refumed, 

March  II. 

Lord  Newbaven  rofc,  he  laid,  for  the  third  t!me,  to  call  I-oH  New- 
thc  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  coniidcration  of  the  treaty  ***'**• 
with  America.  In  that  treaty  the  Con^refs  had  bound  itfclf 
to  ufe  its  influence  in  behalf  of  the  Loyalifts ;  he  wi{hed 
therefore  to  know  what  effcA  that  influence  had  as  ye(  pro* 
duced,  or  was  likely  to  produce  ;  and  he  was  defirous  to  know 
it,  before  the  American  intercourfe  hill  fliould  pafs  the 
Houfe  :  in  order,  therefore,  to  come  at  the  defined  informa- 
tion, he  moved,  "  That  an  humble  addrels  be  prefenttd 
to  his  Majefly,  humbly  to  defire,  that  his  Majefty  will  be 
gracioully  pleafed  to  give  diredions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe  copies  of  the  lafl  difpatcbes  from  Sir  Guy 
Carlcton  to  his  Majcfty*s  Miniflers." 

1\iZ  Chaneeller  ef  tke  Exchequer  faid,  that  there  ought  to  Mr.  Pitt* 
be  fome  probability  that  fuch  a  paper  would  be  produftivc' 
of  f>ublic  good,  before  the  Houfe  Ihould  call  for  it :  now,  as 
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the  end  the  noble  Lord  profeifed  to  have  in  view  in  moving 
for  It  was  to  gain  iDformation,  he  would  aiTu re  him  that  t\c 
laft  difpatch^s  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton  contained  no  informa- 
tion on  the  fubjeft  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord ;  for  when 
thefe  difpatches  came  away,  tlie  preliminaries  of  peace  had 
not  reached  America.  —  The  queftion  was  piit,  and  Lord 
NewhaVen  iiififted  on  dividing  the  Houfe^  when  there  ap« 
peared  for  the  motion  2  ;  againft  it  8o. 

The  report  from  the  cpmmittee  of  fupply  on  the  ordnance 
eftimatcs  was  brought  up, 
Mr.Eofe-        Mr.  Rojetuarhe  objeftcd  to  the  eftimatcs  :  he  faid  that  the 
warac.        ground  on  which  he  had- heard  the  peace  defended,  was  rbac 
our  finances  were  in  a  ruined  ilate  ;  fiom  this  infonnauon 
one  would  natbrally  have  expefted  a  great  reduftion  of  the 
military  eftabliflimcnts ;  but  inftead  of  this,  a  very  fm all, 
if  any  rcdudion,  was  to  take  place,  as  he  had  underflood 
from  the  commander  in  chlcfp  who  had  faid,  on  another  day, 
that  the  country  was  info  very  whimiicai.a  iituation,  that 
he  could  not  difarm  to  a  great  extent.     He  could  not  af- 
fent  to  thifr*— the  Miniftry  might  be  in  a  wbimlical  £tua* 
tion,  but  the  country   was  not.     The  eftimates  for  com- 
pleating  the  fortifications  of  Plymouth  amounted   to    be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  thouCind  pounds;   it  would 
therefore  take  near  ten  years  to  complete  them,  at  the  rate  of 
50,CXX)1.  a-year,  the  lum  mentioned  in  the  eftimate  ;  but  if 
the  country  was  iii  a  whirafical  Iituation— if  there  was  no 
certainty  that  the  peace  would  lail  ten  years,  and  if  addi- 
tional works  were  ncceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  the  dock-yards, 
why  fhould  not  every  effort  be  ufed  to  complete  them  in  a 
couple  of  years  ?  He  .obferved^  that  there .  was  no  eftimate 
for  the  fum  that  it  would  coft  to  purchafe  the  grounds  on 
which  the  additional  work$  were  to  be  erefled,  which  he  be- 
lieved would  be  very  confiderablc.     He  knew  that  in  front  of 
one  of  the  works  dcfigned  to  be  railed,  there  was  a  very  fine 
houfe  belonging  to  an  honourable. friend  of  his,  which  he  was 
fure  that  gentleman  would  readily  facrifice  to  the  public  fafe- 
|;y,  vyhenever  it  fliould  be  necefTaty  ;  butftitl  a  compenfation 
Ought  to  be  made  to  him.    He  concluded  with  faying,  that 
the  report  fliould  be  re-c6mrtiitted. 
Sir  Cecil         Sir  Call  IVtay  compared  the  eflimates  for  the  ordinary  of 
^^*^'         the  ordinance  'for  the  year  I763>  with  thofc  of  the  prefent 
year,  which  he  found  furpaft  the  former  in  the  fum  of  upwards 
of  xi2*oooU    The  number  ot  troops  belonging  to  tbp  artiU 
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Icry  was  to  be  double  in  this  year  of  peace  to  what  it  was  irt 
1 763 ;  and  this  was  the  more  furpriiing,  as  we  now  had 
fewer  dominions  to  defend.  He  complained  of  the  enor- 
mous expence  of  Gibraltar,  and  wifhcd  it  had  been  given  to 
the  enemy  in  exchange  for  fome  other  poiTeilion. 

Sir  Cecil  faid  he  liked  the  ordinance  fervicc  better  than  any 
other  belonging  to  the  army^  but  before  he  could  con£eht  to 
vote  for  the  prefent  report,  he  wiflicd  to  know  what  the 
army  cftablifhment  was  to  be,  for  which  fo  large  an  ordinance 
cftimate  was  neceflary.     The  army  eftimates  in  all  proba- 
bility would  be  prefented  in  a  few  days.    He  fhould^  for  that 
rcafon,  agree  with  the  motion  that  the  prefent  report  be  re- 
committed, being  defirous  of  waiting  till  he  faw  the  army 
eftimates  before  he  gave  his  vote  for  it.     Sir  Cecil  faid,  he 
would  again  t^e  occaiion  to  mention  Gibraltar,  which  made 
a  large  article  in  the  prefent  eftimates.    He  could  not  but  re-« 
peat  his  wifh,  that  Gibraltar,  which  in  time  of  peace  was 
to  coft  us  fo  much  anaually,  was  bartered  away  for  a  good 
price.     He  did  not  mean  that  it  Ihould  hot  fetch  its  price^ 
but  he  wiflied  to  fee  it  bartered  on  proper  terms,  and  though^, 
the  fooner  a  negotiation  for  tl^at  purpofc  was  fet  on  foot  thd 
better.     He  was  perfuaded,  that  our  keeping  it  would  only 
lead  to  a  future  war,  and  that  when  (economy  was  necef^ 
fary,  it  would  be  a  good  beginning  of  fayings,  to  fave  the 
country  the  expence  the  keeping  Gibraltar  annually  coft  the! 
nation.     Oeconomy,    they  all    knew,  was  ftrongly  necef-^ 
fary,  b5t  they  began  the  work  ill,  and  the  prefeitit  ordinance 
eftimates  were  a  very  inaufpicious  fample  of  it,;  for  which 
reafon,  as  well  as  from  his  before  exprefted  wiih  to  fee  the  . 
army  eftimates  firft,  he  fliould  vote  for  recommitting  the 
report. 

Mr.  G.  On/low  greatly  regretted  that  Gibraltat  had  no^JJ''^'^** 
been  exchanged  ;  for  it  was  idle  to  cxpcft,  that  in  every  ^* 
future  war  the  Spaniards  would  employ  forty  thoufand  men 
in  endeavouring  to  reduce  it.  They  had  lately  received  a 
leifon^  which  they  would  never  forget,  as  £ngland  had 
written  in  moft  bloody  and  legible  charaflers  on  the  walls  of 
Gibraltar,  Suel  traps  for  Spaniards*  In  the  eftimates 
before  the  Houfe,  there  was  an  iinmcnfe  fum  for  works  to 
be  done  ak  Gibraltar;  but  this  appeared  to  him  abfurd, 
for  he  was  convinced  that  no  new  works  would  be  creded 
there,  becaufe  none  were  neceflary ;.  and  it  was  very  well 
known  that  there  were  fo  many  there  already,  that  if  ou^ 
garrifon   was   withdrawn  to-morrow^    the   Spaniards  could 
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not  rkhtly  get  into  the  place  over  the  various  works  in  lefs 

than  three  days. 

Having  ftaccd  this,  the  Colonel  renewed  the  argument  be 
held  on  a  former  occafion,  that  Gibraltar  was  not  worth  oar 
keeping.     He  informed  the  Houfe  of  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftances  relative  to  it,  in  order  to  prove  his  pofition.     He 
mentioned,  that  Sir  Charles  Saunders  and  his  (quadron  bad 
like  to  have  perifhed  there.     He  alfo  mentioned  that  Admi- 
ral Hawke  had  been  obliged  to  fend  part  of  his  fleet   to 
water  on  the  coaft  of  Africa.     He  ftated  the  expence  it  coft 
us  in  time  of  war,  and  in  time  of  peace,  and  aiTerted,  that 
tlie  minor  naval  powers,  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and   Hol- 
land, had  at  all  times  a  larger  (hare  of  the  Mediterranean 
trade  than  we  had.    The  Americans  alfo,   fince  we   bad 
granted  the  fifheries,  would  now  come  into  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  rival  us  in  that  important  branch  of  our  trade 
there.     The  Colonel  mentioned  likewife  what  had  happened 
relative  to  the  St.  Michael,  the  Spaniih  fliip  lately  taken  at 
Gibraltar ;' and  urged  an  infinite  number  of  conuderaiions 
to  prove  that  Gibraltar  was  an  eternal  fource  of  expence  to 
this  country,  and  of  little  advantage  to  it.    With  regard  to 
the  eftimates,  he  faid,   he  remembered  the  time  when  the 
Miniiler  held  himfelf  refponfible  for  the  whole  of  the  public 
expenditure;  and  from  a  due. attention  to  the  fiate  of  our 
finances,  provided  for  every  department  accordingly,  allot- 
ting fo  much,  and  no  more,  to  the  navy,  to  the  ordinance, 
to  the  army,  and  fo  on.     This  was  the  ciiflom  in  the  days 
of  Mr.  Pclham,   the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  and  other  great 
Minifters;  .whereas  now,  the  head  of  each  office  confidered 
himfelf  as  a  Minifler^  and  afked  for  juft  as  much  for  bis 
department  as  he  thought  proper.     The  Colonel  faid,  he 
flioujd  be  happy  to  fee  the  good  old  times  return,  and  the 
old  cuftom  revived. 
Mr.  Steele,      Mr.  Steele  accounted  for  the  difference  between  the  efli- 
mates  of  this  year  and  thofe  of  1763,  by  faying  that  Nova 
.  Scotia  lying  now  at  the  door  of  what  might  be  called  an  ene- 
my's country,  forts  and  fortifications  which  were  not  necef- 
fary  in  1763,  were  now  become  necefTary  from  a  change  of 
ctrcumftances.     As  to  the  lands  on  which  fortifications  Were 
to    be  erefted  at  Plymouth,    the  eflimate  included  every 
thing,  the  purchafe  qioney,  as  well  as  the  expence  of  build- 
ing the  works. 
With  regard  to  the  ordinary  of  the  ordinance  in  the  prefent 
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double  what  it  was  the  preceeding  year^  Mr.  Steele  faidi  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  miftaken.  Formerly  one  article 
of  it  was  uniformly  for  many  years  charged  the  famefuroof 
36,092L  7$.  6d.  and  the  exceedings  afterwards  amounted 
to  a  great  deal  more  ;  fo  that  the  cftimate  gave  the  Houfe 
no  correA  information  of  what  that  article  of  the  ordinary 
really  coft ;  whereas  the  prefeot  eftimate  Hated  truly  and 
correfily  the  whole  and  real  coft  of  the  ordinary.  Mr* 
Steele  fpoke  alfo  to  the  other  objedtions  that  had  been  ftarted^ 
and  very  ably  defended  tlic  whole  of  the  eftimates* 

Mr.  Burlc  faid,  he  did  not  rife  by  any  means  to  obje£l  Mr.BvriEfw 
to  the  ordinance  eftimates ;  but  the  Houfe  would  recoiled  be 
had  formerly  fuggeftcd  the  propriety  of  abolifhing  the  OfEce 
of  Ordinance,  and  eftablifhing  a  new  mode  of  tranfaAing 
the  buiinefs,  and  therefore,  although  he  had  not,  to  his 
fhame  be  it  fpoken,  examined  the  eftimates  with  any  very 
^rcat  attention,  yet,  from  what  he  knew  of  the  nature  of 
The  office,  and  from  what  he  had  learned  from  all  that  had 
been  faid  upon  the  fubje£l,  both  then  and  the  preceding  day, 
he  conceived  he  pretty  clearly  underftood  the  jet  of  the  ar- 
gument. It  had  been  generally  agreed  by  the  gentlemen  op- 
polite  to  him,  that  although  great  praife  was  due  to  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  for  having  reformed  the  office,  and  in- 
troduced a  new  mode  of  ftating  the  eftimates,  there  was  no 
intention  by  the  prefent  report,  to  caft  the  leaft  refle£tion.on 
the  conduft  of  the  noble  Duke's  predeceiTor  in  office.  Lord 
Townfend,  whofc  abilities  qualified  him  to  fill  any  ptiblic 
fituation  with  as  much  dignity,  as  his  many  private  virtues 
endeared  him  to  all  his  acquaintance,  and  gained  him  general 
love  and  efteem.  Mr.  Burke  declared  if  there  was  a  man  in 
the  kingdom  particularly  calculated  to  root  out  a  bad  fyftem 
of  official  conduft,  and  to  introduce  a  new  and  more  uleful 
plan  of  proceeding,  it  was  the  Duko  of  Richmond^  vvhofe 
natural  induftry,  whofc  difdain  of  inglorious  cafe,  and 
whofe  zealous  att;ichment  to  the  principles  of  public  cecoho- 
my,  marked  and  diftinguifhed  his  charafler  in  an  eminent 
degree.  Without,  ihelxfore,  the  fmalleft  imputation  on  the 
late  Mafter- General  of  the  ordinancci  it  was  fair  and  war- 
rantable to  beftow  thole  encomiums  on  the  prefent,  that 
were  fo  juftly  his  due.  After  dwelling  for  fome  time  on 
the  merits  of'^the  reform  in  queftion,  Mr.  Burke  took  notice  , 
of  what  had  fallen  frorp  bir  Cecil  Wray  refpefting  Gibral- 
tar, and  declared,  he  eafncftly  wifhed  that  important  fort<* 
zefs^  might  not  be  negotiated  for  on  any  account  whatever. 

He 
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He  next  aJvertcd  to  the  fortifications  now  building  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  faid)  he  wiihcd  not  to  fee  the  fpirit  of  foniika- 
tion  on  fhore  prevail  fo  much.  It  was  not  a  fymptom  that 
tended  much  to  the  credit  of  our  national  ftrcngth  ;  he 
fhould  be  glad  when  the  time  returned  of  expending  little  or 
nothing  on  any  other  fortifications  than  the  true  bulwarks  ot 
the  country,  the  navy  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  conrfe  of 
his  fpeech,  Mr.  Burke  was  pleafant  in  comparing  the  Duke 
'  of  Richmond  and  Lord  Townfend  to  the  two  Vcftrics.  He 
faid,  they  both  had  merit  as  Mailers  of  the  Ordinance,  like 
the  elder  and  the  younger  Veftris,  as  dancers,  and  the  im- 
proved fyftem  introduced  by  the  noble  Duke,  put  him  in 
mind  of  the  anfwer  given  by  the^e-der  Vcftris  ;  when  alkcd, 
if  he  had  taught  his  fon,  Monfieur  Vcftris  had  Teplicd, 
•*No,  Sir,  he  learnt  under  a  better  mafter."  This  Mr. 
Burke  applied  to  the  noble  Duke  and  noble  Vifcotint,  and 
added,  that  if  the  country  was  ever  to  change  its  Maftrt 
General  of  the  Ordinance,  he  hoped  the  new  Mailer  General 
would  be  able  to  improve  ^ven  upon  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  that  it  would  become  a  fyftem,  as  often  as  a  change 
took  place,  for  the  new  Mafter  General  to  fay  to  the  Maftcr 
he  fucceeded,  **  You  improved  upon  your  predeceflbr,  and  I 
'  am  determined  to  improve  upon  you,*'  by  which  means  the 
country  would  be  fure  to  continue  receiving  a  fucceffive  in- 
creafe  of  benefits.  Mr.  Burke  concluded  with  faying,  that 
having  a  thorough  confidence  in  the  prefent  Maftcr  General 
of  the  Gtfdinance,  he  (Iiould  vote  for  the  report's  being  read 
a  fecond  tirnc. 

On  the  queftion  bcmg  put,  that  the  report  be  read  a  lecood 
time,  it  was  carried  by  the  ayes^  and  read  and  agreed  to  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refoht 
itfelf  into  a  committee,  for  the  purpofe  of  further  confidcr- 
ing  the  American  trade  bill. 
Mr.D.  Mr.  D.  Hartley  rofe,  and  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  ii 

Hartley,  ^^j  {]y(j  weeks  fince  he  had  made  a  motion  for  leave  to  brinj 
in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  prohibitoVy  afts,  and  open  an  intcr- 
courfe  with  America.  The  bill  that  had  been  brought  in, 
he  contended,  was  wholly  inadequate  to  its  avowed  objcfl, 
and  would  lead  to  infinite  niifchief  and  inconvenience.  Ho 
lamented  that  the  matter  had  not  been  provided  for  by  an 
anicle  in  the  provifional  treaty,  and  faid,  his  Majcfty's 
Minifters  had  eight  months  time  to  have  done  what  was  nc- 
ceilary,  aod  to  have  faved  the  country  from  the  difEcuhy  in 
•  '  which 
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which  Ihe  fiood  at  this  moment,  in  refi^eA  to  her  futofcr  trade 
with  America.  He  reafoncd  for  a  conliderable  time  on  tho 
fuhje£f,  and  before  he  Tat  down  produced  the  heads  of  a  i:rQ9i"» 
tv«  calculated  to  lead  to  the  eftabliiliment  of  fuch  commer* 
ciai  regulations  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States* 
as  fhould  anfwer  the  ends  of  each.  After  reading  the  Trea* 
ty,  and  reaibning  upon  the  feveral  articles  of  it,  Mr.  Hartley 
concluded  with  moving,  *^  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave  th< 
Chair/* 

Captain  LuHrell{z\i^  he  confelTed  himfelf  to  be  deiiroas  of  Captain 
repeating  the  political  opinion  he  retained,  that  the  Speaker  ^^^ 
ought  not  to  leave  the  chair,  for  the  Bill,  vaft  and  extoiiive  in 
its  conrequences  as  it  was,  well  cal  ed  to  be  further  proceeded 
on.  He  knew  that  he  was  again  rifking  the  difplealure  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Member  on  the  Treafury  Bench,  and  of 
thofe  around  him  by  fo  doing,  but  he  hoped  they  would  not 
think  the  prefumption  grcat,after  they  had  declared  he  (hould 
be  as  refponfible  for  its  confequences  as  any  one  of  chem« 
He  fatd,  if  any  thing  could  have  induced  him  to  offer  himfelf 
to  the  Speaker's  eye  a  fccond  time  in  thb  fame  debate^  it 
would  have  been  the  new  and  cxtroardinary  language  ufed  by 
the  Right  Hon.  Mover,  in  anfwcr  to  the  former  objeftion$ 
to  committing  the  bill,  and  to  his  arguments  in  fupport  of 
their  proceedings  on  the  claufes  of  the  bill  laft  p'riday  ;  but 
neither  in  the  former  nor  the  prefent  Parliament,  had  he  ever  - 
attempted  fucha  breach  of  order  :  t'  fc  wuj  pra£tifed  it^ 
however,  (hould  not  complain  of  any  Member  appearing 
deiirous  to  give  an  opinion  once  in  a  debate  on  mealurcs  for 
which  it  was  by  them  contended,  and  feemed  to  be  now  de- 
termined, all  were  to  be  alike  refponiible.  He  had  none  of 
the  trophies  of  oratory  to  boafl: ;  if  he  could  make  bis  lan- 
guage intelligible,  it  was  all  he  aimed  at ;  and  when  it  (hould 
be  countenanced  by  the  Chair,  that  none  but  Minifters  or 
men  of  great  abilities  were, to  give  an  opinion  on  the  politics 
of  the  times,  he  (hould  ceafe  to  be  a  candidate  for  a  bearing* 
Sure  he  was,  it  could  never  happen  while  the  jprcfent  Speaker 
preiided  there  ;  for,  amongft  the  many  advantilges  ihey  reap-> 
ed  from  his  correal  judgment  and  intinte  patience,  ihey  ftood 
indebted  to  him  for.  np  thing  more  than  for  his  candour,  in 
paying  equal  attention,  encouraging  alike,  and  (hewing the 
fame  indulgence  to  the  moft  incon(iderable  Memlx^^rs  of  that 
Houfe  (for  none  he  thought  was  inore  fo  than  himfelf)  as  to 
thoie  who  pofTcffed  parts  alike  brilliajit^  of  equal  confcquenee^ 
and  of  as  great  weight,  as  the  right  hoApgrable  aiover.    He 

would 


47^  PARLIAMENTARY  A- 1 783. 

wcMfkl  not  promife  the  Heofe  never  to  trouble  them  with  his 
opinion,  if  he  thought  he  couM  form  a  pretty  perfe£t  one, 
on  any  political  point,  that  the  Commons  were  required  to 
decide  upon ;  but  he  would  at  all  times  endeavour  to  keep 
within  the  pale  of  decency  and  parliamentary  order.    He  faid, 
the  right  honourable  mover  confelTed,  in  the  laft  debate  on 
that  Bill^  that  he  had  but  a  fmall  (hare  of  ccmimcrcial  know- 
ledge, and  that  he  defpaired  of  the  ability  of  framing  it,  fit 
to  pafs  into  a  law,  without  great  improvement  indeed  ;  did 
he  believe  that  it  could  now  be  fo  improved  in  the  Commit- 
tee, as  to  be  tolerably  fafe  for  this  country  to  venture  to 
pafs  it  as  an  experimental  law  ;  he  hoped,  it  would  not  be 
thought  an  improper  queftion,  after  that  Right  Honourable 
Member  had  deiired  him  to  be  aware,  that  in  the  proper  lenfe 
of  the  word  refponfibility,    no  Miniftcr,  in  the  moft  com- 
plete and  fettled  adminiftration,  was  refponfible  for  theeffcft 
of  an  aft  of  parliament;  that  when  a  Bill  was  introduced, 
it  came  for  adoption,  or  amendment,  to  Parliament,  who 
was  fully  to  exercife  its  wifdom  and  judgment  upon  it,  and 
therefore  he  would  be  full  as  refponfible  for  its  efFeds    as  any 
of  his  Majefty's  Minifters ;  for  if  the  Bill  once  pafled  into  a 
law,  the  legiUature,    and  not  Miniftcrs,    would  be  anfwer- 
able  for  it ;  to  this  explanation,  the  Houfe  in  general  fetmed 
to  fhew  a  fatisfa£tion,   and  to  accept  it  as  valid,  the  right 
honourable  Member  only  excepted,  and  he  in  fome  mcafure 
diflfented  from  that  opinion.     He  was  glad  to  be  now  awaken- 
ed to  the  true  fenfe  of  Parliamentary  refponfibility,  for  to 
be  fure  he  ttiuft  have  dreamed  of  one  ict  of  Minifters  and  men 
being  cenfured  for  a  Tea  aft,  another  for  an  Expkmatoy  ad, 
a  third  by  Prohibitory  bills,  and  by  bills  to  confii'cate  the 
property  of  the.  Americans,  that  he  heard  of  threatened  im- 
peachments, and  legillative  reprehenfion.    Nay,  his  fancy 
had  gone  fo  far  as  to  believe  that  a  noble  Lord  m  a  blue  rib- 
band, who  was  a  Minifter,  had  been  fevcrely  cenfured  by 
many  members  for  the  afts  which  produced  the  American 
war,  and  brought  this  country  into  its  prefent  humiliating 
ftate.     Such,  hb  owned,  was  never  his  opinion,  becaufe  the 
War  commenced  with  a  majority  in  that  Houfc  in  its  favour, 
bearitig  a  proportion  of  about  two  hundred  to*  forty  :  of  the 
fmialler  hximber  he  always  made  one  ;  and  was  glad  at  laft 
f^  find  it  admitted,  that  the  refponlibility  for  the  ttk&  of 
€^e{y '  aft  of  Parliament  (and  none  could  be  of  more  confe- 
^Uc^ce  than  that  before  them,  which  might  reach  the  vitals 
of  commerce^  to  which  wc  ftood  indebted  for  the  iinews  of 
•  war. 
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war,  and  for  the  comforts  of  peace,)  was  in  the  legiflaturc 
of  thcconntry,  and  not  in  Miniftcrs.     This  ivas  a  record  he 
would  prcfervc  for  life  ;  he  hoped  it  would  be  written  in  the 
memory  of  the  right  honourable  mover,  and  of  the  great 
majority  of  theHoufe  that  had  fubfcribed  to  it.  Some  time  ago 
it  would  have  been  invaluable  ;  it  might  ^ill  prove  of  much 
worth ;  he  would  refped  it  as  his  political  creed  as  long  as  he 
had   life,  and,  treading  in  its  path,  he  would  not  give  the 
rcfpoDfibility  of  his  vote  to  any  meafure  he  had  not  well  con- 
fidercd,  or  that  he  Ad  not  approve.     Of  the  latter  dcfcrip'ti- 
on  he  confcfled  the  prcfcnt  bill  to  be,  which,  to  fay  the  bcft  of 
it,  yras  big  with  fuch  infinite  hazard,  as  nothing  but  a  ne- 
ccflity,  which  did  not  appear  to  him  to  exift,  could  juftify. 
Whatever  the  fainftion  of  Parliament  was  now  given  to, 
could  not  well  be  receded  from,  however  infiniic  the  mif- 
chiefr  (night  be  that  would  enfue.     This  was  but  an  experi- 
ment Bill  at  bed,  and  therefore  muft  come  within  the  poffi- 
bility^  perhaps,  be  mi^t  fay,    the  probabilitv,  of  failure. 
The  dignity  of  Parliament,  and  the  wealth  of  the  nation^ 
might  both  be  injured  by  it,  if  it  failed  of  the  intended  ^ffeS. 
Then  why  rifque  itj  .when  the  King  and  his  Council  had  a 
power  given  to  ihcni  for  the  exprels  purpofe  of  opening  the 
nade  with  Ainerica,  and  to  hold  out  every  proper  encourage- 
ment that  ihould  turn  t^e  firft  flood  of  it  into  the  En^lilh 
Channel.     Advantages,  greater  than  they  dare  give  by  that 
Bill,  might  with  propriety  be  granted  ;  the  nation  and  the 
legiflature  would  fee  by  the  operation  of  them,  what  kind  of 
commercial  l^ws  would  bed  fuit  the  temper  and  the  mutual 
advantage  of  both  countries  ;  the  mpft  jealous  of  prerogative 
power  feemcd  to  think  it^a  proper  feafpn  for  its  exercife.  1  he 
trade  by  this  means  might  be  opened  to-morrow,  and  by  fome 
foch  mean*  it  ought  to  have  been  opened  long  ago  ;  Minifters 
ihould  have  ufed  it  as  foon  as  the  Proviiionnl  Articles  were 
figned.     But  flill  he  did  not  defpair  of  our  finding  the  Ame- 
ricans prove  our  beft  fticnds  and  allies ;  they  were,  like  our- 
felves,  quick  and  violent  in  x;efenting  injuries,  while  frefh  in 
their  recolleflion ;  but,  like  us  too,  they  would  not  bear 
malice  long.     France  might  not  find  it  very  eal'y  to  perfuade 
Prclbyterians  to  bow  to  a  wooden  god,  nor  to  engage   deep 
in  a^ommercG  with  an  arbitrary  country,  where  ii  muft  be 
difficult  to  obtain  credit  or  recover  property,  and  to  whofe 
laws  and  language,  religious  or  moral  obligations,  they  can, 
never  fubfcribe.     This,  therefore,  feemed  a  critical  momertt ; 
prudence,  caution^  and  at  the  fame  time  liberality  (hould  at- 
Vol.  IX.  Q.1  q  ^cnd 
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'  tend  the  proceedings  of  this  country  towards  America.  He 
thought  they  might  be  excrcifed  with  the  moft  propriety, 
and  the  beft  efFc&,  by  the  King  in  Council.  Oa  that  ground, 
therefore,  he  would  reft  his  objeftion  to  proceeding  further 
on  the  Bill.  If  over-ruled,  however,  as  he  confefled,  though 
he  could  find  a  fault  with  almoft  every  part  of  it,  he  was  not 
able  to  propofe  a  fuitable  remedy.  He  {hould  be  fatisficd 
with  protefting  againft  being  refponfible  for  an  aft,  from 
whence  he  feared  the  worft  of  contequcnces  ipigbt  follow, 
and  which,  therefore,  he  would  not  ahcr,  when  a  rcnncdjr 
might  be  applied  to  the  neceffity  of  the  occafion,  every  way, 
in  his  mind,  more  fafe  and  advifeable,  as  well  as  more  ex* 
pcditious,.  than  proceeding  to  carry  fuch  a  Bill  through  that 
Houfc  without  a  momencs  reflef\ion,  which,  to  make  per- 
feft,  might  require  the  refle&ion  of  an  age. 
Mr.  £den.  Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  the  oppoiition  given  to  the  Speaker^s 
'  leaving  the  chair,  was  not,  upon  the  whole  what  he  could 
fupport,  and  yet  approached  To  nearly  to  foroe  reafonings 
which  he  had  ufed  on  a  former  day,  that  he  muft  diftinguim 
the  line  by  which  he  (hould  proceed.  It  certainly  was  one 
advantage  of  the  plan  now  recommended  by  the  honourable 

fentlcman,  that  no  decided  mifchief  could  refutt  of  the  fame 
efcription,  or  extend  as  might  be  cxpeded  from  thcprefent 
bill,  if  not  greatly  amended ;  but  there  were  fomc  objec- 
tions which  Teemed  to  outweigh  the  advantage.  The  King 
certstinly  had  no  power  vefted  in  him  by  the  a£l  alluded  to, 
under  which  any  duties  could  be  levied  or  arranged  upon  the 
imports  to  be  made  ;  and  if  the  trade  was  to  proceed  fubje£t 
to  no  burdens j  it  would  proceed  under  an  indulgence  that 
could  not  be  continued,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  commeace. 
The  United  States  too,  would  in  that  cafe  trade  not  only  oq 
better  terms  than  foreign  powers,  which  would  be  an  infrac- 
tion of  treaties,  but  on  better  terms  than  either  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland  or  the  loyal  Colonies,  which  would  be  a  grofs  in- 
juftice  ;  and  befides  the  Weft-India  ijllands  would  be  left 
without  means  of  obtaining  either  lumber  or  proviiions  from 
the  continent  of  North-/ ^mcrica,  an  extreme  of  reftrainc 
which  he  for  one  was  hot  prepared  to  recommend.  Upon 
the  whole,  therefore,  he  wifhed  to  go  into  the  committee, 
with  a  view  neverthelefs  to  make  great  altV^^^ions  in  the 
bitl.  His,  idea  of  thole  alterations  would  beft  appear  from 
hi^  ftatihg  what  the  bill  ought  to  be.  He  continued*  then  to 
think,  that  the  wifeft  and  beft  mode  under  all  the  publ  c  cif 
cumftances,  would  be  to  open  the  intercourfc,  and  to  veft  a 
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difcrctionary  power  in  the  Privy  Council  as  to  temporary 
regulations  of  the  trade  for  a  limited  time,  or  until  a  treaty 
fhoQlH  be  formed.  If,  however,  that  plan  Ihould  be  wifhed 
to  be  more  compleatcd  in  Parliament,  he  would  propofea  bill 
to  the  following  efFeft  :  i.  To  eftablifh  the  independence  of 
the  Colonies.  2*  To  repeal  the  ads  which  prohibit  inter- 
courfe,  3.  To  fubjeft  all  imports  in  American  fliips  to  the 
fame  duties  and  regulations  as  are  prefcribed  by  law,  in  re- 
gard to  the  imports  of  European  nations.  4.  To  purfue  a 
iimilar  principle  as  to  exports. 

This  plan,  Mr.  Eden  faid,  would  have  the  good  efFe£ts  of 
making  noconvulfion  in  the  commercial  fyftem  at  prefent  fet- 
tled between  Great-Britain  and  Ireland;  it  would  give  no 
o£Fence  to  fdreign  ftates  ;  it  would  not  repeal  important  ads, 
or  make  alterations,  the  end  of  which  no  n^an  can  forefce. 
Inconveniencies  it  might  have ;  but  they  would  be  the  mere 
inevitable  confequenccs  6f  the  American  independence,  eve* 
ry  hour*s  rcfleftion  convinced  him  of  the  prudence  of  rilk- 
ing  as  little  as  poflible  in  the  bill  to  be  framed.  It  was  a 
great  confideration  involving  every  queftion  of  law,  policy, 
and  commerce  ;  neither  the  mind  of  an  individual,  nor  tne 
united  wifdom  of  Parliament,  was  able  to  embrace  interefts 
fo  vaft  and  fo  complicated.  His  right  honourable  friend  [Mr* 
Burke]  had  in  a  former  debate  talked  upon  the  fubjeA  with 
cheerfulnefs  and  confidence;  but  the  fpeech  of  that  night 
amonnted  to  faying,  "  Who^s  afraid  ?'*  He  was  ready  ta 
confefs  himfelf  extremely  afraid ;  his  ignorance  might  be 
the  caufe  of  fear ;  fuch  informatioa  as  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  pofTeflTed  certainly  gave  a  right  to  confidence. 

He  faid,  that  to  a  bill  of  the  kind  he  had  defcribed, 
he  would  wifh  to  add  a  claufe  to  repeal  the  feftion  of  Mr. 
Grenville's  aft,  which  left  the  American  exports  Hill  fubjcft 
to  a  five  per  cent,  duty  ;  that  claufe  was  become  extremely 
impolitic,  and  could  only  operate  as  a  bounty  for  the  dif- 
couragement  of  our  own  manufaftures.     He  alfo  wiflicd  for 
a  claufe  to  repeal  the  alien  duties ;   they  were  originally 
founded  in  a  falfe  and  narrow  principle ;  at  prefent  they 
were  great  inducements  to  perjury ;  they  were  alfo  a  great 
embarraflment  in  all  the  Cuftom-houfe  calculations,  and  with 
all  thefc  objeftions  produced  only  8000I.  a-year.  He  though^ 
their  repeal  would  help  forward  a  great  objeft  which  he  had  . 
long, had  at  heart,  the  confolidating  and  fimplifying  the  cuT* 
toms ;  and  that  objeft  being  in  forwardncfs,  he  fliould  more 
readily  cdnfent  to  Mr.  Pitt's  pfopofcd  bill  for  abolilhing  the 
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fmall  fees  of  the  officers,  as  the  afliftance  of  tbofe  ofliccrs 
would  then  become  Icfs  cflential  to  the  merchants. 

As  to  ihe  fupply  of  the  Weft-India  iflands,  when  he  con- 
fidercd  how  wcH  they  had  been  fupplied  during  the  late  wa-, 
and  the  immcnfc  (hipping  at  prefent  of  ihefc  kingdoms,  he 
was  under  little  alarm  ;  but  ftill  he  could  fee  no  objcftion  to 
the  opening  to  the  United  States  certain  free  ports  at  Jamai- 
ca, Dominica,  and  other  proper  places,  under  proper  rcftric* 
tions;  and  he  took  the  occalion  to  remind  the  Houfc,  that 
the  aft  relpcAing  the  Dominica  free  pons  had  inadverieotly 
expired. 
The  Lord         The  Lord  AhocaU  read  a  bill  that  he  had  Iketched  out, 
and  which  he  thought  would  anfwer  the  end  that  gentlemen 
hsid  in  view.     But  he  thought  th^t  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
prevent  the  Americans  trom  becoming  the  carriers  of  the 
Weft- India  trade,  unlefs  we  (hould  totally  prohibit  all  inier- 
courfe  between  the  iflands  and  the  continent;  a  ftep  that  no 
one  would  wifli  to  take.      An  American  would  not  fend  his 
Ihip  with  lumber  to  the  Weft  Indies,  if  he  (hould  be  obliged 
to  bring  her  back  in  ballaft  ;  and  if  he  was  to  be  permitted 
tt>  I  >aJ  her  with  the  produce  of  our  illands,  he  might  fend 
her  of  cour  e  to  any  part  of  Europe.     A  great  deal  of  die 
objeftion  taken  to  the  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  totally  foun- 
ded in  thofe  terrors  and  fears  that  feemed  in  a  moft  unaccoun- 
table way  to  have  taken  pofteflionof  almoft  every  gentleman, 
who  had  fpoken  on  the  fubjeft,.lcaft  the  Americans  (hould 
(hare  with  us  in  our  carrying  trade.     He  faw  not  that  matter 
in  the  fame  light,  and  yet  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  A- 
Irtiericans  would  have  an  intercourfe   with  the  Wcft-Iadia 
illarids ;  nay,  that  on  account  of  the  commercial  nectflities, 
and  even  the  food  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands,    it 
would  be  impoflible  to  prevent  it.     If  fuch   an  intercourfe 
was  not  freely  allowed,  an  intercourfe  of  a  fmuggling  na- 
ture would  undoubtedly  l)C  reforted  to.  Laying  it  down  there- 
fore as  a  poiltion  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the   Americans 
would  have  an  intercourfe  with  the  Weft-India  iflands;  his 
Lordfhip  proceeded  to  reafon  upon  It,  and  contended,  that 
though  the  Americans  nece(rarily  would  participate  in  the 
carryitig  trade,  that  neverthelefjs  they  would  not  do  fo  to  any 
degree  ibat  ought  to  alarm  this  country.     In  order  to  Ihew 
that  (he  Amcricans'muft  take  back  the  produce  and  commo* 
diti'es.  of  the  Weft-India  Iflands   in  return   for  the  lumber, 
and  other  articles  carried  by  them  to  the  Weft-Indies,  he 
'  ^flced.if  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  their  fhips  (hould 

return 


A.  1783.  DEBATES,  4*1 

return  home  in  ballaft?  And  as  an  argument,  that  we  ought 
to  allow  a  free  intercourfc,  he  flated,  that  if  we  did  nor, 
the  Aoiencans   ncceflarily  would  deal  with   the  French  in 
their  iflands ;  a  matter  which  it  was  certainly  worth  our 
while  to  prevent.     As  a  proof  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
the  fear  of  their  injuring  us  in  the  carrying  trade,  heap- 
pealed  to  paft  experience,  and  referred  gentlemen  back  to 
a  coniideration  of  what  (hare   the  Americans  had  of  the 
carrying  trade  before  the  war.     Having  dwelt  upon  this  for 
fome  time,  and  argued  with  great  earnefinefs,  his  Lordfhip 
admitted,  that  inconveniences  would  arife  from  the  inter* 
courle  of  the  Americans  and  the  Weft-Indies,  but  he  con- 
tended that  thofe  inconveniencies  were  the  unavoidable  jcon- 
fequences  of  the  new  iituation  of  the  United   States,  and 
were  not  imputable  to  any  poflible  operation  of  the  prefent 
bill.     Among  thefe  inconveniences,  not  thp  leaft,  would  be 
the  injury  done  our  merchants  in  the  article  of  fhip-build- 
ing,  as   the  Americans  could  certainly  build  (hips  much 
cheaper  than  we  could.-  Yet  the  merchants  in  general  were 
dcfirous  of  having  the  bill  pafTed.     He  faid  further,  that  he 
had  converfed  upon  the  fubjefl  with  many  refpeftable  mer- 
chants of  Giafgow,  who  all  of  them  admitted  that  certain 
inconveniences  would  arife,  but  that  neverthelefs  they  highly 
approved  of  the  prefent  bill,  and  thought  the  Hogfe  would 
be  mad  if  they  did  ^not  pals  it  immediately.     After  urging 
this  very  pointedly,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  ilnce  different  gentle- 
men had  employed  themfelves  in  manufa£turing  bills  adapted 
to  the  prefent  exigency,  he  would   produce  apiece  of  his 
manufafiure.      He  meant    to  preferve   the    preamble    of 
the  prefent  bill  entire  as  it  flood,  and  the  other  alteration  he 
Ihould  make,  would  be  to  propofe  to  leave  out  fix  claufes, 
and  to  infcrt  one  in  the  room  of  them.     He  then  explained 
to  the  Houie  the  rcafons  on  which  he  had  been  induced  to 
adopt  fach  an  idea.     In  the  firft  place,  he  faid,  he  wifhed, 
above  all  things,  to  leave  out  every  word  that  tended  to  re-* 
mind  the  Americans  that  they  were  independent.     He  had 
no  defire  to  coniider  them  other  than  as  Britiih  fujcCls,  fur^ 
ther  than  in  acknowledging  them  independent  States;  and^ 
therefore,  he  wouid  not  lufTer  a  fyllable  to  remain  in  the 
bill,  that  tended  to  fuggeft  to  the  Americans  that  they  were 
aliens.     This  be  fupported  on  grounds  of  mutual  policy* 
He  afterwards  read  his. new  claufe;  and  having  expatiated 
conilderablj  on  the  beaeficial  tendency  of  it,  he  urged  the 
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propriety  of  going  into  a  committee  upon  the  bill ;  and  brcc 
more  advifcd  ihc  Hbuic  to  throw  afide  thofc  fears  about  ilie 
carrying  trade,  which,  in  his  opinion,  had  fo  unneceirarily 
taken  poffcffion  of  their  minds. 
Sy  Robert  Sir  Robert  Htrriei  faid  he  diflikcd  the  bill,  though  it  would 
grcaily  promorc  his  own  fortune,  and  that  of  fomc  other  in- 
dividuals :  he  had  a  houfe  ^x  Barcelona  for  thirty  years,  and 
another  at  Oftend  ;  and  by  means  of  thcfe  houfes,  and  this 
bill,  he  might  make  an  immcnfe  fortune  ;  but  as  a  member 
of  that  Houfe,  and  a  good  citizen,  he  muft  condemn  a  hill, 
which  while  it  would  eucrcafe  his  fortune,  would  be  inju- 
rious  to  the  country.  He  did  not,  with  the  learned  Lord,  fee 
the  ncccflity  of  throwing  the  carrying  trade  into  the  hands 
of  the  Americans,  unlets  all  our  own  (hips  were  loft  ;  for  as 
wc  were  to  have  liberty  to  trade  to  the  American  ports,  we 
could  there  fell  our  (hips  cargoes,  take  in  luiubcr  for  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  afterwards  bring  home  the  produce  of  the  iflands. 
It  might  be  faid,  indeed,  that  the  Americans  might  rcfufcto 
1(^11  us  lumber;  but  fuch  a  rcful'al  he  would  deem  a  breach  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  which  allocs  the  fhips  of  Great  Britain 
to  trade  to  the  American  ports  :  but  he  was  fo  little  afraid  of 
any  fuch  refufal,  that  he  would  pledge  himfelf  to  find  per- 
sons who  would  contrad  to  fupply  our  iilands  with  as  much 
lumber  as  they  could  poflibly  have  occafion  for  :  that  the  in- 
tcrcourfe  between  the  colonies  and  the  iilands,  was  not  nc- 
ccflary  to  the  latter,  appeared  clearly  from  this  circumftancc, 
that  during  the  war  the  latter  had  been  fupplied  with  lumber, 
and  all  other  neccffaries,  entirely  by  Britifh  (hips. 

He  complimented  Mr.  Eden,  and  faid,  he  highly  appro- 
ved of  the  plan  that  gentleman  had  propofed ;  and  particu- 
larly of  his  propofition  with  refpcft  to  the  Oj^cning  of  cer- 
tain free  ports  in  the  Weft-India  iilands.  Such  a  bill  would 
anfwer  every  end  of  ncceflary  regulation,  and  would  guard 
againft  the  dangerous  confequence  that  he  was  convinced 
would  attend  the  pafTing  of  the  prefent  bilU  Sir  Robert  fta- 
ttd  particular  cafes  to  enforce  his  argument,  and  to  prove, 
that  if  the  bill  palTed,  it  would  throw  advantages  into  the 
hands  of  the  Americans  that  could  not  but  be  extremely  de- 
trimental to  the  commercial  interefts  of  Great-Britain.  It 
plight,  he  repeated  it,  make  the  fortunes  of  certain  indivi- 
duals ;  men  who  had  made  purchafcs  in  America,  and  fefit 
agents  there,  and  afterwards  took  thofe  agents  into  partner- 
ihip,  and  thus  could  either  remain  Enghfhmoa  or  becon^c 
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Americans,  juft  as  their  intereft  and  convcniency  required  ; 
and  therefore,  be  faid,  he  (hould  be  againd  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair. 

Sir  Grey  Coc^^  declared,  that  the  manufaflures  the  learned  Sir  Or^y 
Lord  had  mentioned,  he  had  no  objeAion  to  the  importation  <-'oope^» 
of  into  the  committee;  he  wiflied  to  fee  them  there,  in 
order  to  exafnine  them  attentively,  to  improve  upon  them, 
if  improveable,  and  to  ufc  them  as  far  as  they  would 'go. 
In  the  .committee  would  be  the  time  and  place  for  their 
difcuffioQ.  He, therefore  recommended,  that  the  Houfo 
Ihould  go  into  a  committee  upon  the  bill.  , 

Sir  Grey  repeated  his  argument  of  Friday,  that  in  his 
opinion,  if  the  prohibitory  a£ts  were  repealed,  the  trade 
would  fall  into  its  old  courfe.  With  regard  to  what  the 
Lord  Advocate  had  faid  of  the  American  (hips,  that  went  to 
the  Weft-India  iflands,  not  returning  with  ballaft  only,  Sir  • 
Grey  declared,  that  they  never  had,  and  that  mod  certainty 
they  never  would,  while  they  could  get  a  back  freight;  but 
that  formerly  this  trade  was  reftraincd  by  certain  legal 
'  checks,  which  no  longer  exifted.  There  were  no  bonds,  no 
certificates,  no  oaths  to  be  expcficd  from  the  'Americans 
now,  and  therefore  the  cafe  was  widely  different  from  what 
it  had  been  heretofore.  Sir  Grey  anfwered  that  argument  of 
the-  Lord  Advocate,  that  before  the  laft  war  America  did 
not  injure  us  in  the  carrying  trade.  He  faid  it  was  true,  the 
Americans  built  fliips,  freighted  them  with  tobacco,  brought 
them  to  Liverpool,  Hull,  or  (ilafgow,  and  there  fold  both 
hulk  and  cargo,  and  'then  went  home  paiTengers.  They 
would  no  more  fell  their  fhips,  their  intereft  was  altered, 
and  would  continue  the  carrying  trade,  certainly  the  moft 
advantageous  to  them.  One  thing,  the  learned  Lord  had 
aflerted,  which,  if  founded^  Sir  Grey  faid,  he  was  ready  to 
bow  to  it,  and  give  up  all  farther  argument.  The  learned 
Lord  had  aflcrted  that  the  merchants  of  Glafgow  (men  cer- 
tainly perfectly  competent  to  inftruft  the  Houfc,  being  men 
of  high  authority  in  all  matters  of  navigation  and  commerce) 
had  declared,  that  they  approved  of  the  bill,  and  thought 
Parliament  would  a£t  madly  if  it  did  not  pal's  it.  This  was 
faying  a  great  deal,  but  then  how  wa?  he  to  reconcile  the 
learned  Lord's  declaration  of  his  intention  tp  move  in  the 
committee  to  leave  out  five  out  of  fix  of  the  claufes  of  the 
bill  which  the  merchants  of  Glafgow  fb  highly  approved, 
and  which  they  thought  it  would  be  madnetii  in  the  Houfe 
not  to  pais  ?  Sir  Grey  deemed  this  another  reafon  for  wifh- 
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iDg  to  go  into  the  committee,  where  the  bill  might  be  dif- 
cuifed  cUufe  by  ciaufe ;  and  he  concluded,  with  declaring, 
that  his  idea  was  to  remove  all  obfticles,  and  to  take  off  the 
bars  of  the  door  to  trade  with  America,  but  to  leave  a  latch 
on  it,  that  a  friend  might  lift  up. 
'  General  Rofs  and  feveral  other  members  fpoke.  At  length 
the  Hodfe  went  into  a  committee,  in  which  Mr.  Powys  and 
others  took  a  part  in  difcufling  the  bill. 

In  the  refult  of  this  long  difcuflion,  Mr.  Eden  propofed 
to  compleat  the  preamble  by  leaving  out  the  objeftionable 
words,  and  to  proceed  to  <\ic  body  of  the  bill  with  all  con- 
venient difpatchon  a  future  day ;  in  the  mean  time  he  recom* 
mended  a  communication  between  the  different  (ides  of  the 
Houfe,  for  facilitating  the  farther  progrcft,  which  wu 
agreed  to. 

March  12. 

Sir  Henry  FUtchir  brought  up  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, to  whom  the  Eaft-India  Company's  petition  had  been 
referred,  which  having  been  read  a  firit  and  lecond  time. 
Sir  Henry  faid,  he  {hopld  have  moved,  to  have  the  report 
referred  to  ju  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  iirft  open 
day,  but  there  being  no  fettled  adminiftration,  he  knew  no 
other  flep,  at  all  advifeable  for  him  to  take  at  prefcnt,  but 
to  move  that  the  report  do  lay  on  the  table.  At  the  fame 
time  be  thought  it  neceflary  to  ftate,  that  if  the  report  was 
not  taken  into  confideration,  and  feme  refolution  come  to 
upon  it,  before  the  ift  of  April,  the  whole  citculation  of 
the  Company,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  between  three  aod 
four  hundred  thoufands  pounds,  would  be  ftopped ;  a  ctrcum- 
fiance  tliat  could  not  fail  to  produce  confequences  of  the  moft 
fcrious  nature  in  the  city  of  London,  and  therefore,  he  tnifled 
it  would  be  a  circumflance,  the  fatality  of  which,,  the  wif- 
dom  of  that  Houfe  would  avert.  Should  an  admimftratioo 
be  fettled  fhortly,  which  he  much  wifhed,  he  hoped  who- 
ever fhould  be  the  Minifter,  he  would  in  a  few  days,  at  far- 
theft,  take  up  the  report,  and  fubmit  it  to  the  coofideratioo 
of  the  Houfe. 

General  Smith  faid,  his  honourable  frietid  'near  him,  had 
fo  fully  ftated  the  .nature  of  the  fituation  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  that  he  had  not  only  verified  the  obfervation  he 
had  made  fome  time  ago,  that  the  fub^ed  would  force  itfelf 
00  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  whether  they  were  willing  to 
attend  to  it  or  not^  but  left  him  notbipg  fcaitety  to  add  to 
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enforce  the  neceffiiy  of  taking  the  report  into  confideration 
in  a  very  few  days.  If  fome  refolution  was  not  forthwith 
come  to,  the  Eaft  India  Company  would  be  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  bankruptcy.  Not  immediately,  it  was  true,  but  in 
cffed.  Had  he  not  therefore  heard,  iince  he  came  down  to 
the  Houfe,  fomething  like  a  rumour  that  an  adminiil ration 
would  foon  be  arranged^  inlignificant  as  he  was,  he  fhould 
himfelf  have  moved  to  refer  the  report,  that  had  been  juft 
read,  to  the  confideration  of  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe, 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  the  report  certainly  claimed  their  earlieft  Mr.Buike, 
fnd  moft  ferious  attention,  for  that  to  fay  the  Eaft-India 
Company  was  in  a  Aate  of  diftrefs,  was  neither  more  nor 
leis  than  faying  the  country  was  in  ji  fiate  of  diftrefs.  Their 
intenrfts,  whether  right  or  wrong,  had  been  fo  interwoven, 
that  it  was  utterly  impoilible  toleparate  or  difentangie  them. 
The  intercft  of  the  Company  was  the  intereft  of  the  public  : 
the  former  being  the  child  of  the  latter,  nurfed  and  cherifhed 
in  its  boibm.  It  muft  therefore  be  prevented  from  Aarving 
at  all  hazards.  At  the  fame  time,  however,'  great  and  prcl- 
fing  as  the  neceffities  of  the  Company  were,  it  behoved  that 
Houfe  to  do  fomething  more  than  barely  relieve  them.  The 
relief  and  reformation  o{  the  Company  muft  go  together. 
The  Company  had  fioWn  in  the  face  of  Parliament,  and 
that,  not  when  Parliament  was  making  an  attack  upon  the 
Company's  charter,  not  when  Parliament  was  taking  any 
ineafures  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  the  Company,  but  when 
Parliament  was  radically  applying  a  remedy  to  the  evil  that 
had  been  one  great  caufe  of  the  Company^s  diforder,  infir- 
mity, and  diftrefs.  He  meant  the  Company's  refifting  the 
opinion,  and  ^ving  in  the  face  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
Houfe,  by  obftinately  oppofing  their  judgment  to  that  of 
the  Commons  of  England  in  Parliament  ailembled,  and  in- 
fifting  upon  the  folc  and  uninterrupted  controul  o^»er  their 
fervants  in  India,  whofe  reprehenfible  condu£t  had  not  only 
endangered  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  Company,  but 
put  their  territorial  acquifitions  in  great  danger,  and  con- 
iiderably  fullied  the  national  chara£ler.  This  condud  in  the 
Company,  Mr.  Burke  thought  extremely  wrong,  and  there- 
fore, hefaid,  their  diftrefs  and  their  uiijuftifiable  proceedings 
muft  be  taken  into  coniideiation  together,  fo  that  while  ample 
relief  of  the  one  was  adminiftered,  it  might  be  atten- 
ded with  complete  correftion  of  the  other.  Mr.  Burke 
faid,    his  particular  application   to  the  enquiry  into  the 
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ftatc  of  the  Company's  affairs  for  thcfe  three  yciirs,  that  had 
been  agitated  by  a  committee  of  that  Houfe,  of  which  com- 
mittee he  had  been  a  member,  added  to  his  general  obfcrva- 
lion  upon  the  fame  fubjcft  for  near  twenty  years,  enabled 
him  to  fpeak  upon  it  with  certainty  and  coniidence.  He 
knew  the  conduct  of  the  Company  required  reformation,  2$ 
much  as  the  particular  ftate  of  their  finances  in  circuUtion 
required  relief,  he  trufled  therefore  that  both  would  be  con- 
fidered  together,  and  he  was  perfuaded  that  it  would  be  as 
much  as  all  the  wifdom,  ability,  and  power  of  Parliament 
was  equal  to  accomplifh. 

The  report  being  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  Sir  Henry 
Fletcher  moved  that  the  report  be  printed,  which  was  or- 
dered accordingly. 

When  the  order  of  the  day  for  proceeding  on  the  bill  for 
amending  and  explaining  an  a£k  of  the  lafl  feirion  relative  to 
the  Pay  office  was  read, 
Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  faid,  as  neither  of  thofepcrfons  were 
cdlorPm.   prcj'cnt,  whole  departments  the  bill  would  prmcipally  affeft, 
and  as  he  knew  they  were  not  yet  prepared  fufRcicntly  to 
ftate  their  fentimcnts  refpefting  the  bill,  he  truftcd  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  would  have  no  ol)je£lion  to  poft|)ODiRg 
the  farther  proceeding  pn  it  till  a  future  day,  and,  if  fo,  Ite 
would  move  that  the  bill  be  taken  into  coniideration  on  Fri- 
day fe'nnighr. 
Mr.  Burke,      Mr.  Uurke  faid  the   Commander  in  Chief  had    been  fo 
good  as   to  communicate  to  him  the  great  diilicuhics  that 
would  be  felt  in  the  War-ofTice,  in  confequence  of  the  bill, 
as  propofed  to  be  palTed,  and  as  he  had  every  deference  for 
that  worthy  and  refpcftable  chara£ler,  aqd  every  wifh  that 
his  bill  fhould  be  at  once  the  means  of  public  oeconomyand 
official  accommodation,  he  was  perfeftly  refigned  to  what- 
ever fhould  be  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  refpe£iing  it,  and 
•therefore  he  would  very  readily  confent  to  the  motion  of  the 
right  hononrable  Chancellor  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer, 
but  defired  that  the  perfons  ordered  to  attend  on  this  day 
might  be  ordered  to  attend  upon  the  day  to  which  the  further 
proceeding  on  the  bill  was  poftponed. 
It  was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  next  read,  for  the  Houfe  to 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  on  the  bill 
to  open  an  intercourfc  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  Mr.  Ord  took  the  chair^  and  the  Solici- 
tor General  propofed  a  new  claufe.    The  committee  then 
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proceeded  with  the  bill,  and  after  an  iniinite  variety  of  obfcr- 
vations  from  different  tides  of  the  Houfe,  the  Chairman,  at 
h^tf  pad  eight,  was  di reded  to  report  a  progrefs,  and  aik 
Uare  to  lit  a^ain  this  day, 

March  13. 

Major-Gcncral  Rrfs  informed  the  Houfe  that  the  motion  M?jor  ge. 
he  now  propofed  himfclf  the  honour  to  lay  before  them,  he  n*'***^^^*- 
had  intended  to  have  made  fome  days  ago,  but  delayed  it 
upon  a  meflage  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  Was  ill 
at  the  time. 

After  the  Major-General  had  got  up  to  fpeak,  and  was 
giving  this  explanation,  the  Commander  in  Chief  came  into 
tiic  Houfe  and  took  his  place,  and  the  Major-General  pro- 
ceeJed  as  follows : 

He  faid,  he  felt  the  neceffity  of  an  apology  for  his  having 
taken  up  a  fubjcft  which  would  certainly  have  come  with 
greater  weight,  and  more  propriety,  from  feveral  other  offi- 
cer?, high  m  rank  and  charaftcr,  members  of  that  Houfe; 
but  as  poflibly  it  might  have  efcaped  them,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  deemed  prefumtion  in  him  to  have  brought  it 
forward, 

The  Major- General  faid,  he  was  not  prefent  the  day  on 
which  he  conceived  the  American  corps  were  put  upon  the 
Britifti  cftablifhmcnt.  That  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
nature,  or  the  compofition  of  thofe  corps,  and  even  did  not 
know  the  names  of  the  officers  that  commanded  them.  That 
there  was  an  annual  lift  of  the  whole  Britifh  army,  militia, 
fencible,  and  provincial  regiments,  &c.  But  there  was  not 
one  of  thofe  corps,  he  then  alluded  to,  in  that  lid  ;  there- 
fore, the  tendency  of  his  motion  was  to  procure  information 
to  the  Houfe^  and  to  himfelf.  He  faid  he  could  have  no 
doubt  of  thofe  corps  having  been  formed  with  wifdom,  and 
from  expediency  or  neceffity;  nor  could  he  entertain  any 
doubt  of  their  being  put  on  the  cftablilhmcnt,  from  prin- 
ciples of  juflice  and  of  humanity.  And  as  to  the  loyal 
Americans,  no  man  thought  better  of  them  than  he  did,  or 
that  would  more  heartily  and  fincerely  concur  in  every  mea- 
lurc  of  compenfation  to  them,  by  way  of  rewarding  their 
merits,  and  relieving  their  diftrelfes  in  as  far  as  might  be 
confiftent  or  compatible  with  the  prefent  circumftanccs  of 
this  exhauftcd  kingdom.  He  then  faid  nothing  more  oc- 
curred to  him  on  the  immediate  motion;  but  if  he  might, 
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be  woul<i  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  an  ofagefi  that 
appeared  to  him  of  the  greatcft  importance.  He  meaot  the 
conduA  and  management  of  the  army  at  large,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  late  unfortunate  war.  He  faid,  he  beliefcd 
it  would  be  allowed,  that  every  thing  in  an  army  depended 
upon  good  order,  regularity  and  juftice;  without  which,  an 
army,  inftcad  of  bein^  an  advantage,  would  be  the  greatcft 
and  moft  dangerous  misfortune  that  could  attend  any  couo- 
try;  and,  therefore,  if  the  Houfe  Oiould  fee  propriety  in, 
or  forefce  any  advantage  from  forming  a  committee  of  en- 
quiry, in  order  for  fuch  committee  to  take  a  good-natured 
letrofpeftive  view,  he  confeffed  it  would  give  him  great 
pleafurc.  And  if  he  might  fuggeft  as  much,  he  would  fay 
it  would  be  beft  compofed  of  members  of  that  Houfe,  who 
had  ferved  with  honour  to  themfclves,  and  with  advantage  to 
their  country ,  but  who  had  retired  from  private  confidera- 
tions,  and  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  only  influenced  in  their 
enquiry,  by  a  zeal  for  the  good  and  for  the  honour  of  their 
country.  Officers  in  aftual  employment  might,  however 
unjuftly,  be  liable  to  the  imputation  of  a£ling  from  bias,  or 
partiality. 

The  Major-Genera!  declared,  in  what  he  was  going  to 
fay,  he  meant  nothing  difrefpeAful,  nothing  injurious,  no- 
thmg  unjuft  to  any  one  whatever;  his  purpofe  was  merely  to 
throw  out  a  few  ideas  as  they  occurred  to  him  ;  and  hefhouM 
think  himfelf  fortunate  if  any  of  them  fliould  catch  the  at- 
tention,  or  merit  the  approbation  of  any  one  member  of 
the  Houfe. 

In  the  firft  place,  he  faid,  much  depended  on  the  manner 
of  forming  and  compofing  troops.  He  very  well  rcmeni- 
l>ered,  that  after  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland  commanded  the 
army  ;  and  during  that  period,  it  was  condu£led  in  the  beft 
mannci*.  Not  only  good  regulations  were  made,  but  his 
Royal  Highnefs  etiablilhed  and  kept  up  &riQ,  difciplioe,  and 
did  juflice  to  all  ranks,  fo  that  old  officers  of  merit  were  fel- 
dom  difappointed  in  their  fair  and  reafonable  expeAatloas  of 
promotion. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  glorious  and  fuccefsful  war  that 
followed,  the  new  levies  wcie  formed  on  the  beft  principles. 
At  firfl,  additional  companies  were  appointed  to  all  the  old 
regiments,  the  officers  taken  from  the  oldeft  of  each  rank, 
and  the  non-commiffioned  officers  feleftcd  with  judgment. 
When  ihcic  companies  were  compleated  and  well  regulated, 
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then  there  were  ten  new  regiments  raifed  and  eftablifhed) 
and  two  of  thofe  additional  companies  from  the  old  corps 
appointed  to  each  of  them  as  a  foundation.  All  thofe  regi«» 
ments  were  quickly  compleated,  and  were  foon  brought  into 
excellent  order.  The  next  meafure,  for  further  encreafing 
the  army,  was  the  adding  fifteen  additional  battalions  to  the 
old  regiments  then  in  Britain,  and  which,  by  a  judicious 
mixture  of  officers,  non-commiflioned  officers  and  foldiers, 
it  foon  became  a  matter  of  difpure  and  emulation  which  of 
the  battalions  were  the  befl,  the  old  or  the  new?  Then  rhey 
were  disjoined,  and  the  command  of  the  fifteen  new  regi* 
ments  were  given  the  old  lieutenant-colonels  of  the  armv. 
Bat  unfortunately  for  the  army,  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
foon  afterwards  quitted  the  command  of  it;  and  although 
he  was  fucceeded,  as  it  is  well  known,  by  a  great  and  good 
officer,  the  late  Earl  Ligoniar,  yet  however  good  his  inten- 
tions were,  his  influence  was  not  fo  confiderable.  And  lat- 
terl^,  towards  the  end  of  the  war,  there  were  new  modes 
of  raifing  troops  adopted  at  the  War- Office,  where  propo- 
faU  of  every  kind  for  the  raifing  of  corps  were  received ;  at 
that  time  the  country  was  much  exhaufted,  from  the  con- 
fumption  of  men  fit  for  foldiers,  fo  that  many  of  the  lafl 
contrafted-for  corps  were  never  compleat  in  number,  and 
ibme  of  fuch  as  were,  were  chiefly  compofed  of  old  men^ 
or  mere  boys,  unfit  for  the  fatigue  of  fervice,  as  was  evin- 
ced from  great  numbers  of  them  having  died,  unable,  as 
the  General  faid,  he  had  been  well  informed,  to  undergo  the 
winter  German  campaign;  and  that  therefore  amongft  others 
was  one,  and  he  thought' a  very  wife  confideration  for  ma- 
king the  peace  of  Paris* 

To  recur  to  the  beginning  of  the  war  we  had  juft  conclud- 
ed, one  would  have  thought  the  new  levies  would  have  been 
coodaded  according  to  the  model,  and  agreeable  to  the  ex- 
ample the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  cflablifhed ;  but 
<]uite  the  contrary  ;  they  were  conduced  in  the  manner,  the 
vicious  manner  which  had  been  adopted  at  the  War-Office, 
as  has  been  defcnbed  at  the  end  of  the  preceding  war.  Corps 
were  now  indifcriminately  contracted  (pr  of  every  fize,  of 
every  denomination,  without  much  attention  to  the  old  offi- 
cers of  the  line,  and  many  of  thofe  young  corps  were  cer- 
tainly very  injudicioufly  fent,  unformed,  undifciplined, 
raw,  inexperienced,  without  a  fiifficient  number  of  feafoned, 
tommiffioned  officers,  and  few  non»commiflioned  officers  of 
fervice  or  experience,  to  diflanc  unhealthy  climates^  where 
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the  bulk  of  them  (bon  died,  without  having  been  of  much 
fervice,  but  whereby  the  army,  in  a  great  meaiure,  like  the 
wealth  of  the  kingdom,  became  imaginary. 

To  go  a  little  into  the  confideration  of  the  late  unhappy 
war,  from  its  commencement,  the  General  faid,  let  me 
fuppofc  that  the  Minider  (whoever  he  may  have  been) 
ihould,  after  due  confideration,  have  fent  for,  not  any 
General  now  living,  though  no  one  refprAed  more  highly 
than  he  did  fome  great  niilitary  chaia6lers,  at  prefent  in  ex- 
igence, and  whofe  namer,  he  faid,  he  could  mention  with 
pleafure ;  but  he  diiliked  the  thought  of  appearing  capable 
of  flattery.  Let  him  therefore  imagine,  in  the  fame  way  of 
fuppofition,  that  there  was  at  the  head  of  the  army,  a  Tu- 
renne,  a  Monticuculi,  (who  was  his  antagonift)  or  a  Marl- 
borough, of  the  growth  of  this  coi\ntry,  or  a  Marihd 
Daun,  (who  retrieved  the  affairs  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ger- 
many.) Suppofe  the  Minifter  in  confultation  with  fuch  an 
officer  as  any  one  of  thefe,  who,  from  the  greateft  abilities 
and  long  experience,  was  taught  to  look  before  him,  to 
look  behind  him,  to  look  to  each  fide  of  him,  before 
be  advanced ;  and  the  Minfter  fhould  inform  fuch  a  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  that  it  had  been  determined  to  declare,  and 
carry  on  a  war  in,  and  againft  ceitain  remote  provinces, 
which  the  crown  lawyers  had  publicly  declared  had,  by  cer- 
tain a£ls,  committed  by  individuals  of  tbofc  provinces, 
levied  war  againft  the  King,  and  the  crown  of  England; 
and  then  enquire  of  the  officer  what  number  of  troops 
jnight  be  requifite  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  Suppofe  the 
Cominandcr  in  Chief  ibould  fay  fixty  thoa(and  men ;  the 
Minifter  objeAs  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  number,  and  argues, 
that  they  were  not  to  be  bad.  The  General  perfeveres.  At 
length  it  is  agreed  upon,  and  every  engine  is  employed  for 
that  purpofe;  and  what  could  not  be  found  at  home,  were 
contraAed  for,  and  fent  for  from  abroad ;  fo  that  at  len^ 
all  being  fet  a  going,  and  the  General  ready  to  depart,  in- 
forms the  Minifter,  that  from  deliberate  confiideration,  he 
thinks  the  war  may  continue  four  years  before  the  objeA  of 
it  can  be  thoroughly  obtained  and  fecured,  and  that  it  will 
be  abfolutely  neceifary  that  there  fhall  be  an  annual  fupply 
of  twenty  thoufand  men  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  and 
loflTes  that  muft  neceflarily  happen.  The  Minifter  (we  ibali 
iuppofe)  is  a  little  ftartled;  but  however,  knowing  the  tem- 
per of  the  General,  it  is  agreed  upon.  Then,  Sir,  coo* 
jc&ure^  that  for  four  years^  from  unfOrefceo  accidents,  in* 
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{^xAd  of  twenty,  as  has  been  ftipulated,  there  had  been  only 
km  at  the  rate  of  five  thoufand  men,  what  would  the  confc- 
quencc  be  t  At  the  end  of  the  four  years,  there  would  be  no 
9nny  at  all  remaining,  and  the  war  muft  neceiTarily  be  re* 
linquiQicd. 

From  what  he  had  then  faid,    the  General  aiTured  the 
Houfe  he  did  not  mean  to  ipfinuate  the  fmalleft  or  moft  dir- 
tant  reproach  of  any  one;  nor  could  he  even  fuppofe  the 
Minifter,  whoever  he  was,  that  gave  rife  to  the  American 
war, 'had   any  fach   motive,    as  was  recorded,  of  a  firft 
Minifter  of  Spain,  who,  ivhcn  he  unexpe&edly  received  the 
news  of  a  reheUion  in  Portugal,   went  and   informed  the' 
King,  and  with  great  addrefs,  congratulated  his  moft  Catho* 
lie  Majcfty  upon  the  news,  afluring  him  that  the  Duke  of 
firaganzi's  very  large  eftates  would  be  a  handfome  forfeiture 
totheciown  of  bfpain*     Now,  Sir,  faid  the  General,  if  I 
Ihould  from  a  late  event  make  any  allulion»  it  would  rather 
be  to  the  hiftory  of  Candid,  which  has  been  written  by  a 
very  ingenious  and  great  hiftorian  of  unimpeachcd  veracity, 
who  delcribes  Candid,  by  fome  means  or  other,  to  have 
got  into  a  delightful,  happy  kingdom,  fomewhere  in  the 
weftcrn  world,  or  in  the  South  Seas,  whither  he  had  been 
accompanied  by  his  friend  and  preceptor,  a  very  noted  phi* 
lofophcr,  whofe  name  is  well  known  among  the  learned,  Dr. 
Panglofs.     But,  unfortunately  for  Candid,    as  the  doftor- 
was  of  a  great  and  exteniive  genius^  aud  fond  of  interfering 
with,  and  writing  new  fyftems  of  governmenr,  he  thought 
he  perceived  fome  defefls  in  that  of  Ifle  Dorado;   particu- 
larly, that  they  might  turn  to  a  better  account,  the  gold 
dufi  and  precious  ftones,  which  were  in  that  country  in  great 
abundance.     But  alas!  the  confequence  was,  being  thought 
dangerous  people,  they  were  driven  out  of  that  happy  coun- 
try with  Ibmc  marks  of  difgrace.     This  circumftance,  how- 
ever,   the    author  has    perhaps  unwarrantably   fuppreiTed. 
Thedoftor,  notwithftanding,  had  a  good  found  maxim  and 
belief,  that  he  had  not  only  preached  to  his  pupils,  but  con* 
ftantly  pradiled  himfelf,  viz.  that  every  thing  in  this  world    , 
was  all  for  the  beft.     The  General  faid,  he  was  really  happy 
to  find  that  Dr.  Panglofs's  maxims  were  in  fuch  univerfal 
tfteem,  and  fo  much  pra£tifed  in  this  country;  and  a  very 
comfortable  circumftance  it  was  in  times  like  the  prefent. 

The  General  faid,  he  was  a&amed  to  have  taken  up  the 
time  of  the  Houfe  fo  long ;  as  he  was  up,  however,  he 
would  beg  their  indulgence  a  little  longer. 
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The  next  points  he  would  touch  upon  were  the  military 
brevets,  together  with  the  ill  confequences  and  evil  tenden- 
cy of  local  and  temporary  rank.  He  faid,  it  muft  be  recent 
in  the  noinds  of  every  one,  that  of  late  the  Gazettes  had  bren 
pretty  much  filled  with  high  military  promotions,  and  fome 
of  them  (ince  the  Preliminaries  of  reace  had  been  ratified. 
The  multiplying  of  thofe  brevets,  he  declared,  became  a 
real  injury,  and  the  means  of  difappointment  to  many  old 
officers.  He  added,  that  be  had  been  told  that  fome  officers, 
when/hey  applied  for  efi^dive  commiflions^had  their  brevets 
objeded  to,  as  an  argument  againft  their  being  appointed  to 
vacant  commifHons,  to  which  they  were  oiherways  well 
entitled.  In  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  time,  he  faid,  there 
was  fcarcely  any  fuch  thing  as  a  brevet.  He-  qucftioned  if 
the  meaning  of  the  word  was  then  underftood  by  nineteen 
officers  out  of  twenty  throughout  the  army.  In  thofe  times, 
the  Colonels  commanded  their  own  regiments,  and  be  re- 
membered to  have  fcen  the  prcfent  Commander  in  Chief 
(General  Conway)  at  the  head  of  his  own  regiment,  at  the 
village  of  Lafelt. 

At  prcfent,  he  remarked,  the  Colonels  were  moftly  all  of 
them  General  Officers ;  not  only  that,  but  by  local  or  tem- 
porary rank.  Lieutenant  Colonels  and  "Majors,  had  been  em- 
ployed as  Major,  or  Brigadier  Generals ;  fo  that  the  regi- 
ments fell  to  be  commanded  by  Captains. 

In  the  garxifon  of  Gibraltar,  at  the  time  he  left  it,  in  a 
regiment  (of  which  he  had  formerly  the  honour  to  bc'Licu- 
tenant  Colonel)  in  that  regiment,  and  in  others,  he  dedaied, 
there  were  no  lefs  than  five  Captains,  Majors  by  b:cvet, 
which  made  the  duty  extremely  fatiguing  and  expenfive  to 
the  few  remaining  Captains,  as  thofe  that  were  breveted,  by 
the  ufage  of  the  lervice,  did  no  garrifon  duty,  nor  mounted 
guard  as  Captains. 

He  faid  farther,  that  he  would  remark,  upon  certain  roili* 
tary  appointments  that  had  happened  in  the  army.  For 
inftance,  if  an  officer  was  a  Ikilful  engineer,  it  was,  in  his 
humble  opinion  (if  he  could  be  fpareafrom  that  branch)  an 
exceeding  good  reafon  for  his  being  appointed  a  Quarter 
Matter  General,  as  that  employment,  no  doubt,  reqaires 
talents.  But  he  muft  fay  he  could  fee  no  good  realbn  why  a 
General,  in  fuch  circumftances,  fliould  likewife  be  appom* 
ted  to  ^he  command  of  an  old  regiment  of  foot,  particularly 
'  at  a  time,  when  there  were  old  officers  who  had  fcrved  all 
their  lives  long  in  the  infantry,  and  were  \p  that  day  with* 

oat 


A.  1783-  DEBATES.  493 

out  regiments  ;  one  paiticulari]r»  an  old  friend  of  his,  who 
was  at  this  time  a  Lieutenant  Colonel .  of  the  63d  regiment 
(which  he  parchafed  at  a  large  price  near  twenty  years  ago^ 
and  had  likcwife  porchafed  his  preceeding  commiifionsj  a 
gentleman  whom  e?ery  one  that  knows  him  eftcems,  and 
who  was  Captain  of  Grenadiers  at  the  fiege  of  Bellifley 
where  he  was  wonnded  at  the  head  of  his  company,  after  hav- 
ing diftinguifliedhimfelf  in  a  fignal  manner;  who  had  been 
throughout  this  war  conftantly  in  fevere  fervice  in  North* 
America,  and  was  there  now  with  the  rank  of  Major  Gene- 
ral, and  a  worn- down  conftitution  ;  and,  after  betweeen 
thirty  and  forty  years  fervice,  was  liable  to  be  reduced  to 
half  pay,  ks  a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  would  then  have  the 
greateft  part  of  that  fmall  income  to  pay  for  the  intereft  of 
debt  he  had  contra&ed  by  the  purchafe  in  the  army  of  com- 
miffiotts*  This  wasi  the  General  faid,  a  freedom  he  would 
not  uke  with  a  ftranger,  or  with  any  one  he  was  not  perfefU 
ly  well  acquainted  with,  to  touch  upon  his  private  affairs. 

But  this  brought  to  his  n\ind  another  old  friend  of  his,  with 
whom  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  ferve  many  years  in  the 
lame  regiment.  He  meant  Colonel  Barri.  That  gentleman, 
he  believed,  refigned  his  half-pay  of  Lieutenant  Colonel, 
together  with  his  welUfounded  pretenfions  in  the  army^ 
upon  the  prefent  Quarter  Mafter  General  having  been  put 
over  him  :  It  was,  he  faid,  nepdlefs  to  remind  the  Houfe, 
that  Colonel  Barre  wa$  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Quebec,  by 
the  fide  of  his  friend  General  Wolfe,  and  by  that  wound,  he 
loft  the  fight  of  one  eye,  and  now  t&e  General  declared,  he 
was  fovry  to  undetftand  the  Colonel  had  nearly  loft  the  fiqht 
of  the  other.  If  he  could  give  a  better  reafon  for  the  penfioa 
that  has  been  granted  to  Colonel  Barre,  the  General  faid,  he 
would  do  it. 

With  regard  to  the  Adjutant  General,  an  office  of  great 
importance  and  bufinefs,  it  would  be  univerfally  allowed, 
that  it  was  very  ably  filled  by  a  gentleman  to  whom  the  army 
ftood  much  indebted  on  many  accounts,  and  it  muft  give 
him  pleafure  to  bbferve,  that  he  had  been  fuitably  rewarded 
with  an  old  regiment  and  a  govenment :  But  how  he  could 
be  fpared  from  the  immediate  duties  of  that  office  in  the  midft 
of  a  war,  was  not  fo  clear  to  him^^even  though  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  being  fent  to  Germany  as  a  Negociator  or  Ambaffa« 
tlor  for  the  hiring  of  foreign  troops. 

But  befides  thofe  he  had  already  mentioned,  he  perceived 

there  were  other  modes  of  promotion,  by  means  of  the  print* 
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ed  lifts  of  thie  army.  It  had- been  oMfcri^W,  that  there  were 
aileriiks  applied  to  ihe  names  of  fotne  officers,  arrd  that  in 
fuccccding  editions,  in  fotne  inftances  thofc  afterilks  or  mi- 
litary embargoes  had  been  taken  ofF.  This,  forely,  could 
not  arife  from  want  of  accuracy  in  the  Clerk  of  the  W;rr 
Office,  who  had  the  charge  of  making  6ut  and  carreding 
■thelifts  in  qoeftion. 

The  GericraV  next  faid,  he  belieted  there  were  fomc  officers 
who  Were  fappofed  to  have  retired  altogether  from  the  army, 
who  had  been  brooght  forward  to  the  very  rank  they  would 
have  been  in,  if  they  had  continoed  regwlj^rly  in  it.  Upon 
this,  he  obferved,  tnat  as  foch  fJiVours  had  bein  frraritcd,  he 
could  not  hdp  regretting  that  the  like  favour  had  -not  been 
extended  to  one,  whom  **  all  that  know  him,  know,  and 
thofe  who  love  him,  tell,"  that  he  is  a  good  officer,  and  a 
moft  humane  and  worthy  gentleman,  ^h6(t  fa^er,  a  Liea- 
. tenant  General,  ^as  killed  at  the  battle  of  F6nltenoy,  The 
General  alhided  to  the  pffcftnt  Earl  of  Loudon. 

In  fborty  added  the  General,  it  would  Teem  as  if  there  was 
no  fixed  or  regular  fyttem  of  proceeding,  and  any  officbr  that 
,tnay  fancy  himfelf  to  be  tlie  foremoft  in  anyrafnk,  may  iind 
himfelf  difappointed,  and  ibme  one  got  before  him,  by  thit 
<  fort  of  forprife,  which  it  is  difficult  for  any  military  man  io 
forefee ;  and  he  believed  it  would  be  alldwed,  that  any  fito- 
ation  was  I'efpedablfc  and  valuable,  Only  in  pf oportion  as  ir 
was  fecure* 

Having  laid  fo  much,  he  feared  he  might  have  betcme 
tirefome,  pa'rticaarty  to  fudh  GcSntlemen  as  might  be  unac- 
qu'aintbd  With military  a4fair#,  ^tii  VvholTy  ignbraitit  of  the 
.nature  of  brevets ^  he  Ikid,  he  would  therefore  endeavour 
to  give  foroethingUke  an  adejquate  idea  of  it  to  th^m,  by  a 
comparifon  with  other  profemons.     For  inftance,  as  it  wii 
knoWn  that  all  Arcbbifhops  Hftd  Biflftop^,'  as  things  now  ((..nd, 
have  every  one  his  diocefe-^and  Prebends  have  each  hfs  pre- 
bendary orftalt,  let  gentlemen  fiippofe,  that  upon  Tome  fu- 
ture time,  any  one  ihould  advrfe,  as  a  reward  of  efintpiary 
;p^ety  and  long  known  zeal  for  the  ca^fe  of  moratity,  ton^akc 
:a  brevet  prombtibn,  which  Was*  ttifhdf>s  'witliont  fces,  and 
;<]ff  golden  prebends  witllom  a  living ;  that,  he  tliotght,  might 
give  fdme  aikqoate  idea  of  tbs  militai-y  breVet. 

And  .then  again,  ipppole  a  Arft  Mititfter  willing  to  reward 
great^  ufeful,  and  diftingttiflMd  men  in  the  ptdf^Sbttof  the 
1aW»  but  thbrd  not  befflg  a  ftlfficiendy  of  ethj^loyinenrs,  be 
ilkOuld  (>ropofe.a:  brevet  promotion  of  Lord  QnMcellorf, 
'JLord  Chief  Jaftices^  and  fe  downward ;  one  would  in  iifticed 
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be  apt  todoubty  whether  thoie  learQcd  gentlemen  who  kppyr 
full  well  the  nature  q{  parchioent^  would  think  their  fervices 
thereby  adcquft'cly  rewarded^  efpcciaily  fhould  tl^ey  have 
ably  concluded  oqp  or  fnore  campaigns  in  either  Hpufe  of 
Parliament,  w^hetl^r  by  a  coup  de  iangucy  whether  by  a  fiiiart 
fillee,  by  a  regular  pitched  battle,  or  by  deep,  fecret  and 
winding  Taps.  Inft^ad  of  brevet^  the  General  faid,  they 
wieht  perceive  that  fome  of  the  learned  Gentlemen  could  oc- 
cahonally  accommodate  tHemfelves  to  encroachments  eyea  - 
Tipon  the  navy,  and  fome  in  the  higher  Houfc,  till  better 
prcf<;rment  caft  up ;  could  fbape  themlelves  to  employment! 
tfiat  )ver^  wpnt  in  former  tiijgics  to  be  appropriated  to  the  im* 
cienl  nobiliity  o(  ^he  kingdom. 

To  conclude,  the  General  faid»  he  mud  own  he  had  been^ 
and  Hill  was  gt  a  lojTs,  with  all  his  poor  (jifcernn^ent,  even  to 
guefs  at  the  rqafon  of  the  recent  promotion  of  General  officers 
that  appeared  in  the  laft  Gazette,  unlefs  it  was  to  bring  for- 
ward a  Firft  I^ord  qf  the'  Treafury  to  a  rank  whereby  hb 
might  with  gr^at  propriety  be  put  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
and  thereby  e^ual  in  the  extent  of  power,  as  he  no  doubt  did 
in  the  extent  of  abilities,  a  very  great  ftatefman  of  a  former 
age,  Cardinal  I^ichlieu. 

And  now,  ieriouily  to  conclude,  the  General  declared,  he 
would  only  fay  oi)p  word  more  ;  which  was,  that  from  look- 
ing over  the  lift  of  the  army,  a  ftranger  would  imagine  we 
had  General  OiBcers  enough  to  command  half  the  armies  of 
Europe,  and  he  believed  too,  ably  ;  yet  ilrange  as  it  was, 
from  a  circumftance  he  would  make  appear,  it  would  feem 
as  if  we  could  not  fpare  any  of  our  General  officers  from  the 
home,  to  the  now  eontrafted  foreign  fervice  ;  however  that 
might  be  from  another  coiiiideration,  that  of  giving  the  Ge- 
neral ofEcers,  after  the  fatigues  of  war^  Otium  cum  dignitatt. 
But  then  it  was  poftible  fome  of  them  might  call  it  the  otium 
Jint  dignltatCy  and  tranflatc  it  in  Eoglifh  to  be  "  peace  with-^ 
out  a  dinner.'*  The  circumftance  he  alluded  to  was,  from 
having  rea^i  in  the  newfpapers  of  two  field  officers,  who 
had  bqen  lately  appointed  major  Generals,  for  the  purpofe  of 
lieing  (eat  out  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  Major  General  here 
ao^in  declared,  he  could  have  nothing  to  fay  againft  the  ooe- 
rics  of  thofe  officers,  but  they  had  nor,  as  far  as  he  knew,  yet 
arrived  to  the  rank  of  Major  General  in  Great  Britain, 

He  concluded  with  moving,  *^  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe,  a  lift  of  all  the  officers  or  the  lately  eftablifhcd 
American  corps,  fpecifying  tl^c  military  cQmmilfioDS  they  re- 
fped^ively  heldj^  previous  to  their  having  been  appointed  to 

Ss-s2    '  thofe 
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thofe  corps ;  as  likewife  copies  of  the  ftipulation  uodcr  which 
thofe  American  corps  were  originally  formed.'* 
Geatnl  General  Conway  laid,  that  the  fcrviccs  of  the  five  corps 

Coa««r.      jjj^iy  pm  Qj^  fijg  Britilh  cftabli(hmcpt,  were  fuch  as  fairly 
entitled  them  to  every  mark  of  diftinfbion.     One  of  tbefe. 
Colonel  Dalrymple*s,  bad  diftinguifhed  itfelf  very  moch  in 
expeditions  fent  out  from  Jamaica  ;  but  moft  particularly  at 
th^  affair  of  Fort  Omoa,  where,  under  the  command  of 
tbeir  gallant  leader,  thefe  troops  gained  the  higheft  reputa- 
tion.   Colonel  Duncan's  corps  had  iignalized  itfelf  greatly 
at  the  fecond  battle  of  Camden,  under  Lord  Rawdon.     Co- 
lonel Fanning's  regiment  had,  during  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
in  a  variety  of  a£tions,  performed  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
fervices ;  and  though  it  might  have  been  ca)led  a  provincial 
corps,  yet^  iti  fa£t,  it  had  aAed  like  a  regular  regiment,  as 
It  had  been  raifed  tinder  the  ftipulation  of  ferving  in  any 
quarter,  without  wifliing  to  confine  its  operations  to  any 
particular  place.    It  was  well  known  with  what  gallantry 
and  zeal  this  regiment  behaved  at  Rhode-ifland,  when  it  was 
attacked  by  the  Americans  ;  to  its  conduct  on  that,  and  ma- 
ny other  trying  occafions.  Governor  Tryon,  Sir  Robert  Pi- 
got,  and  Sir  William  Howe,  had  borfie  the  moft  honourable 
teftimony.    Colonel  Simcoe*s  corps  was  almoft  above  bis 
praife :  no  regiment  ever  dcfcrvcd  better  of   the  Crown  ; 
no  regular  regiment  bad  ever  better  pretentions  todiftindion 
for  bravery,  zeal,  or  difcipline :  let  the  operations  of  the 
army  be  dtrefied  to  any  quarter,  Colonel  Simcoe  was  always 
among  the  foremoft  to  offer  the  fervices  of  his  regiment, 
on  which  occafions  be  was  nothing  more  than  the  mouth  of 
bis  men,  who  never  aiked  whether  they  were  to  ferve  in  the 
north  or  fouth,  eaft  or  weft,  but  were  always  ready  to  offer 
their  fervices,  and  to  behave  like  foldiers,  in  the  beft  fenfe 
of  the  word.     1  he  fifth  corps  was  that  of  Colonel  Tarleton : 
he  prefumed  that  it  would  be  totally  uniieceflary  to  mention 
the  fervices  of  that  gallant  officer,  and  bis  Britifli  legion ; 
for  there  was  not  a  corner  of  Europe  to  which  there  fame 
had  not  reached  ;  nor  was  there  a  fervice  in  the  world  in 
which  it  would  not  have  been  deemed  a  difgrace  not  to  be« 
ftow  a  mark  of  diftinfiion  on  fuch  men,  who,  in  four  dif« 
fcrent  engagements,  unaflifted  by  any  other  corpsj  had  de- 
feared  fupcrior  numbers;  witnefs  the  affair  with  Colonel 
Wafhington  and  General  Sumptcr ;  their  rapid  march  of 
one  hundred  miles,  from  Saturday  night  to  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  the  overthrow  they  gave  a  body  of  the  enemy  great- 
ly iuperior  in  numbers.  •—  bucb  were  th9  merits  of  thefe 
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different  corps,  and  fuch  were  the  groands  on  which  he  had 
adyifed  hts  Majefty  to  place  them  on  the  eftablifhment. 
That  they  dcferved  diftinAion  'no  man  could  deny  :  perhaps 
fome  might  think  that  giving  them  rank  was  improper  ;  for 
bis  part,  he  thought  not ;  but  if  the  Houfe  wifhed  to  ground 
a  proceeding  on  the  motion,  he  would  not  objed  to  it^  but 
ixieet  enquiry  with  confidence. 

The  honourable  General  had  not  merely  confined  himfelf 
to  the  army,  but  bad  talked  of  the  church  and  the  long-robe^ 
fubjefis  that  he  could  not  prefume  to  touch  upon,  as  they 
were  wholly  out  of  the  line  of  that  profeilion  in  which  he 
had  been  bred.     If  he  underftood  the  honourable  General 
rightly,  he  did  not  merely  wi(h  to  fee  the  terms  and  ftipu* 
lations  upon  which  the  nvc  Provincial  corps,  that  were  al- 
luded to  in  the  motion,  had  been  originally  raifed;  but  that 
an  enquiry  fhould  be  inllituted  into  the  condufi  of  the  army 
during  the  whole  of  the  war.     He  could  not  take  upon  him 
to  aflert,  that  during  fo  long  a  war,  and  while  there  was  lb 
large  an  army,  (near  two  hundred  thoufand  men  having  been 
employed  at  one  time,  on  the  different  fervices)  that  there 
was  not  fome  ground  for  complaint ;  indeed  it  appeared  to 
him  an  impoffible  thing  that  there  fhould  not  have  been  caufe 
for  complaint  on  fome  occafions ;   if  therefore  the  Houfe 
thought  it  right  to  go  into  an  inveftigation  of  the  bufinefs^ 
he  fhould  oner  no  objefiion.     He  was  willing  to  meet  fuch 
a  motion^  and  to  receive  the  ccnfure,  that  the  Houfe,  aft^r  » 

a  ferious  enquiry  into  the  whole  of  the  objeA,  fhould  think 
belonged  to  him.  The  honourable  General  had  talked  of  a 
Turenne,  and  a  Marlborough  ;  he  could  only  fay  in  reply, 
that  fuch  charafters  were  not  the  gtowih  of  every  day* 
At  the  fame  time  he  was  perfuaded,  there  were  in  the  Icrvice, 
men  of  infinite  ability  and  infinite  merit ;  officers  who  were 
much  better  qualified  than  he  had  been,  to  fill  the  fiiuation 
in  which  he  had  been  placed  ;  thus  much,  however,  he  could 
fay  with  confidence,  that  no  men,  be  they  who  they  might, 
however  gifted,  and  however  able,  could  have  filled  it  with 
more  zeal  for  the  public  good,  with  more  anxious  regard  for 
the  interefls  of  the  army,  nor  with  more  iinccre  andearneft 
endeavours  to  do  what  was  right  to  the  be  ft  of  their  capa* 
clty.  • 

Tthe  Secretary  at  fVar  rofe,  and  made  a  fhort  fpecch,  fimi-  '*'**•  ^^^ 
far  in  fubflance  to  that  of  the  Commander  in  Chief;  but  be-  ^^^    "' 
fore  he  fat  down.  Sir  George  faid,  he  wifhed  to  know  with 
what  view  the  motion  was  made,  and  he  thought  the  words 
^*  lately  eftablifhed  '*  rather  unintelligible. 

Major* 
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Major  Gca.      Major-gencral  Rof$  got  up.  ^g^in  10  explain  foine  tfaiags 
^^  that  the  Comman4er  in  ChK?f  h^d  not  h«ard  diftinflly^  or 

had  mirunderftood. 

He  faid  he  had  no  yiew  in  the  immediate  motion^ .  as  he 
.  bad  firft  explained,  but  to  procure  information.  The  Com- 
jrpaqder  in  Chief  Had  furely  ipifappjeTiended  him,  particular- 
ly in  one  part :  as  to  Major  Dairy  mple's  corps,  they  had 
l^een  upon  the  lift  of  the  army,  he  believed,  from  the  time 
they  were  firft  raifed  iq  Ireland,  However,  he  was  glad  tli^t 
his  motion  had  then  given  the  C^jnjuiandcr  in  Chief  ao  op* 
portunity,  which  might  notothcfwife  have  occurred,  to  ex- 
plain to  the  Houfe  the  eminent  fcrvices  of  thofe  American 
corps,  and  to  call  to  their  attention  the  names  of  thofe  very 
diftinguifhed  ofScers,  who  conviianded  them,  whofc  gallant 
deeds  were  known  apd  admifcd^,  not  only  throu£hout  Ame- 
rica, but  throughout  Europe. 

With  regard  to  the  ide^  ojF  a  parliamentary  enquiry,  the 
Major-general  only  now  repeated,  what'  he  ^hou^t  he  had 
tefore  expreffed,  that  he  had  no  other  motive  whatever,  but 
that,  if  there  fhould  appear  to  have  been  errors  committed 
in  the  courfe  of  an  extenfive  and  ruinous  war^  they  ought 
to  be.  but  in  a  liberal  manner,  fully  t^ken  notiqe  of,  ^llqw- 
ing  tor  the  frailty  and  \veaknef8  of  hum^n  nature,  to  be 
pointed  out  and  put  upon  parliamentary  ^nd  conftitutional 
record,  for  the  benefit  of  fucceeding  ages, 
^^'  h  Sir  Philip  Jmnings  Gierke  wifhed  to  have  like  wife  before 
^  the  Houfe  the  terms  and  ftipulations  on  which  all  the  new- 
raifed  Britifh  corps  had  been  levied  during  the  war.  Sir 
Philip  ftated  his  reafons  why  he  thoi:^t  ti\cy  ought  to  be 
fben  at  the  fame  tiine  that  the  terms  and  ftipulations  of  the 
five  Provincial  corps  were  prefented,  iand  moved  an  amend* 
Aient  to  that  purpofe.  He  mentioned  Cofonel  M^Cormick's 
and  Colonel  Keating's  regiments,  that  had  been  fent  to  tht 
Weft  Indies,  and  declared,  he  felt  it  a  point  of  juftice  to 
thofe  regiments,  that  they  fiiQul^  be  dealt  yvith  as  favoura- 
bly as  the  Provincial  corps. 
Gcaera]  General  Smith  faid,  he  rofc  to  fpeak  to  order.    The  Spea- 

*■**•  ker  told  him  no  queftion  of  order  could . a^ifc  upon  the  .9^ 
motion  of  an  amendment.  The  Gen9ral  thought  t^cr; 
-  might,  and  argued  in  fupport  of  that  idea.  He  atterwards 
recurred  to  his  old  argument,  that  if  the  Provincif  1  if^rps 
were  put  on  the  Britilh  cftablifnment,  in  ft;ri£^  juAicp,  the 
two  regiments  fent  to  the  Eafl  Indies  l^ad  a  claim  to  the  fame 
favour.    He  menlioned  the  pinicular  iperit  6/  ^^pl^Qf;)  F^- 

larton*! 


A,  k7«3.  6    E    B    A    t    E    S.  49^ 

larton^s  regiment,  in  the  a£Ho/i  of  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  as 
a  proof  thac  it  was  entitled  to  confidcrable  praife.  1*hc  Ge« 
ncral  faid,  he  was  ghd  the  motion  had  been  made,  and.  the 
difcufBon  of  the  day  had  arifen.  There  was  a  palpable  dif- 
Tcrcocc  in  the  Account  of  the  five  Provincial  corps  officially' 
prcfented  to  that  Houfe  b^  the  Secretary  at  Wat,  and  then 
lying  on  the  table,  and  the  account  that  had  been  given  of 
them  bv  the  Coihtnander  in  Chief.  In  the  official  account 
of  ihofc  corps, 'Colonel  Pringle's  was  flatcd  as  the  firfl  of 
the  five,  whereas  the  Cohimander  in  Chief  had  ftaoed  th% 
firft  of  them  to  be  Colotiel  Dairy  mple's ;  how  was  that  mat- 
ter to  be  reconciled  ?  He  had  always  underflood,  that  Co- 
lonel Dalrymple's  was  raifed  at  home,  and  not  in  America. 

The  Ccmmdrnkr  in  Chief  rofe  to  explain,  and  faid,  he  be-  'The  Com- 
lievcd  he  had  accidentajly  fallen  irtto  rfn  error.  He  then  cwdt'  *" 
ftated  in  what  manner  he  had  been  mtftalcen. 

General  Rofs  and  General  Smith  were  up  again  to  ex- 
plain. 

Sir  Georg€  H&ward  aiked,  what  end  the  motion  was  to  an-  Sir  George 
fwcr,  fincc  the  avowed  pxirpofe  of  it  was  to  get  at  that  in-  ^^^*^ 
formation,  which  the  Commander  in  Chief  had  lb  fatisfac- 
torily  given  the  Houfe  ? 

Mf.  Burke  faid,  in  anfwer  to  Sir  George,  that  he  had  Mr.-BiifiBi, 
been  applied  to  by  letter  from  a  general  officer,  a  moft  re- 
fpeflable  charafter,  and  a  friend  fo  dear  to  him,  that  he 
could  refufe  him  nothing,  fhat  friend  had  afTured  him, 
the  motion  viras  of  iofiilite  Importance  in  the  eyes  of  military* 
men,  inafmuch  as  the  propoled  furpofe  of  putting  the  five 
provincial  corps  on  the  Bfitifh  eftablifhmcnt,  gave  mofl 
fcrious  alarm  to  the  army  in  general.  Mr.  Burke,  for  this 
reafon,  fnid,  the  matter  ought  to  undergo  a  full  difcoflion, 
in  Order,  if  ?t  was  a  right  meafure,  that  the  army  might  be 
convinced  that  the  Houfe,  afttr  a  proper  invefligation  of  it, 
approved  of  it.  He  th'ereforc  hoped  the  motion  w6uld  pafs 
as  origiftatly  moved. 

A  member  rofe  to  defend  Colonel  M*Cormick*6  regimerit 
as  it  had  been  mehtioned.  He  faid  that  regiment  had  ndt 
had  any  opportunity  of  flgnalizhig  itfclf  by  aftive  fervici* 
but  it  had  fought  againfl  the  climate,  having  the  gfeatcft 
part  of  it  fallen  a  facrifice  to  that  of  the'Wefl-Ihdicf«.        ^ 

The  SecYtrdty  nt  ff^or  phOpofed  to  I'e'avc  out  the  words  '^^^^^^ 
lately  cftabliftied,  and  to  infert  after  the  word's'  "  Atnt^icjm  ^^J'*^*- 
corps'*  lately  put  on  the  Britifh  cftablifhment.   This  ailiena- 
nfefic  ^at  accepted,  and^at  leiigtH  the  te6ti'o)i'Wai  a^ebd  t6. 
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March  14. 

Mr*  AMer-      ^r.  Alderman  SmvbrlJge  moved  for  leave  to  bring  up  a 
2^^**    petition  from  the  fieputies  of  the  patent  officers,  and  othen 
jn  the  cuftoms,  whofe  patents  ana  places  were  to  be  abo- 
lilhed,  if  a  bill  then  before  the  Houfe  (hould  pafs  into  a 
law.     This  bill^  he  faid,  profefled  to  be  a  bill  for  diaiioi(h« 
ing  the  influence  of  the  crown ;   but,  in  his  opinion,  it 
would  be  found  to  operate  direflly  contrary  to  this  awowed 
.obje£t,  by  abfoluteiy  extending  that  influence. 
Um,  Barke.      Mr.  Burke  feconded  the  motion,  and  agreed  entirely  with 
the  worthy  Alderman,  that  the  bill  would  not  only  extend 
the  influence  of  the  crown,  but  would  alfo  fubjed  the  na- 
tion to  the  neceflity  of  impoflog  a  very  heavy  burthen  on 
the  public,  of  very  little  (hort  of  ioo,cxx)l«  with  a  very 
ilender  profpeft  indeed,  of  deriving  any  beneht  from  the 
meafure. 
Sir  JoTtph        Sir  Jojeph  Mawbey  was  of  a  different  opinion.     The  pcti- 
liawbey.     ^j^^^  ^^^  ^j^^^  brought  up  and  read ;  and  on  a  motion,  ii 

was  ordered  that  it  fliould  lie  on  the  table  till  the  fecood 
reading  of  the  bill. 
u  Sf****      Sir  Herbtrt  Mackworih  gave  notice,  that  on  Monday  next 
^nfth.        h^  would   move  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to 
take  into  confideration  an  a£t  of  the  12th  Charles,  prohibit- 
ing the  growth  of  tobacco  in  England.     He  faid,  that  while 
America  belonged  to  us,  this  act  might  be  very  proper: 
but  now  that  flic  was  feparat^d  from  us,  it  would  be  impo- 
litic to  fuiFer  it  to  remain  any  longer  in  force.     The  Iriih 
had  betaken  thdmfelves  to  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  four 
years  ago ;  there  were  feveral  plantations  of  tobacco  in  Scot- 
land ;  it  was  therefore  high  time  for  England  to  turn  ber 
^  thoughts  ferioully  to  fo  material  an  obje£l  of  commerce. 

U..S«rrej.      Lqj.j  $ffir,€y  laid,   that  laft  year  an  aft  had   pafled,  by 
which  a  duty,  amounting  to  a  prohibition,  had  been  itn- 
pofed  on  Scotch  tobacco,  which  had  effeftually  deftroyed 
the  growth  of  that  commodity  in  Scotland :   but,  at  any 
.rate,  there  could  not  be,  in  his  opinion,  a  more  improper 
time  for  difcufling  fuch  a  qutftion  as  the  honourable  Baronet 
intended  to  bring  forward  than  the  prefent,  pending  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  America.     Sir  Herbert,  however^  per- 
severed in  his  detrrminatipo  to  make  hit  motion. 
SifCecil     '    Sir  Cecil,  fVrdy  moved  for  copies  of  all  letters  or  orJcri 
^"''         from  the  Secretary  at  War^  Commander  in  Chief,  or  any 
other  of  his  Majefty*s  Minifters,  promiiing  half-pay  to  the 
'  officers  qf  corps  railed  in  America* 

General 


A.i?8s.  DEBATES.  50 

^   General  Smith  feconded  the  motion  ;  and  the  Coramindcr  Generu 
in  Chief,  affcnting,  it  pafied  without  a  debate, — This  mo-  s«"^^« 
tion  was  made  by  way  of  fupplcmcnt  to  the  motion  made 
yefterday  by  General  Rofs*  • 

Mn  G.  On/low  gave  notice,  that  as  foon  as  the  country  Mr.o.Oaf. 
Ihould  have  a  Miniftry,  he  would  move  the  Houfe  to  ad-  *»*»• 
drefs  his  Majefty  to  part  with    Gibraltar   on  reafonable  * 
terms. 

The  Houfe  then  refolded  itfclf  into  a  committee  on  the 
mutiny  bill.    The  Secretary  at  War  informed  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  bill  before  them  diiFered  in  fome  refpeds 
from  that  of  the  laft  year.     The  Houfe  had  already  voted 
the  war  eftablifhment  of  the  army  to  the  24th  of  April; 
and  as  this  bill  was  to  regulate  the  army,  it  was  intended 
that  it  fliould  be  in  force,  only  to  the  fame  period.     In  the 
mean  time,  the  eftimates  for  a  peace  eftablifhment  would  of 
courle  be  laid  before  Parliament;  and  then  a  new  mutiny 
bill  would  be  brQught  in  to  regulate  that  peace  eftablifhmenr* 
This  bill  differed  al(b  from  the  laft,  in  as  much  as'  it  made 
no  provifion  for  the  government  of  troops  in  Minorca;  but 
the   reafon  was  obvious; — that  ifland  was  no  longer  ours. 
He  obferved  that  the  bill  then  in  the  committee  muft  necef- 
iarily  be  palled  without  an^  detay^  as  the  mutiny  aft  would 
expire  on    Monday  fe'nmght,    with   rcfpeft  to  England; 
though  it  would  be  in  force  with  refpcA  to  troops  in  the 
plantations  till  the  year  1784;  and  till  the  month  of  May- 
next,  with  refpeft  to  the  forces  in   Jerfcy  and  Guernicy, 
The  bill  paiTed  through  the  committee  without  any  debate  ; 
and   the  Houfe  having  been    refumed,    adjourned  imme- 
diately, '* 

March  17. 

The  report  was  made  of  the  American  trade  bill ;  when 
Mr.  Eden  having  ftated  various  obje^lions,  Mr.  Chancellor 
Pitt  faid,  the  fhorteft  and  beft  way  would  be  to  re-commit 
it.  The  Houfe  accordingly  went  into  a  committee,  in 
which  Mr.  William  Pitt  informed  the  committee,  that  the 
American  commiffioners  at  Pans,  had  fccn  the  outlines  of 
the  bill,  were  highly  pleafcd  at  the  gcnerotity  of  Britain, 
and  made  no  doubt,  but  America  would  do  every  thing  in 
her  power  to  promote  the  intercft  of  this  country. 

This  was  anfwercd  by  fcveral  different  fpeakers,  who  ar- 
gued, that  if  the  American  commiffioners  liked  ihe  bill  as 
originally  introduced,  their  approbation  could  not  be  con- 
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firued  to  the  bUl  in  its  prefent  form,  as  nothing  could  be 
more  diflimilar  than  the  two  bills  were  in  ihape  and  tendency* 
It  was  alfo  contended,  that  care  ought  to  be  taken  that  the 
adive  fpirit  of  liberality,  fo  confpicuous  in  this  infianceon 
the  part  of  Grcat-Britaio,  did  not  carry  the  Houfe  much  too 
far,  and  that  what  at  the  prefent  moment,  with  very  good 
reafon,  ^proved  fatisfa£lory  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
might  not  hereafter  be  found  to  be  a  fource  of  moft  ferious 
inconvenience  and  difadvantage  to  this  countrv* 

At  length,  at  half  paft  feven,  after  an  innntty  of  argu- 
.  ment,  reply,  ohfervation,  and  comment,  the  Chairman  was 
direAed  to  report  a  progrefs,  and  aik  leave  to  fit  again  as 
this  day. 

March  i8. 

As  foon  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheoner  came  in,  and 
took  his  feat  on  the  Treafury  Bench,  the  speaker  called  the 
Houfe  to  order,  and  gentlemen  having  taken  their  places, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Coke  (member  for  Norfolk)  rofe,  and  gave 
notice,  that  if  no  adminiftration  was  formed  by  Friday  next, 
he  would  on  that  day  move  an  ad4rcfs  to  his  Majefiy  on  the 
fubjeft. 

The  Houfe  then  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  committee  on  the 
American  trade  bill,  and  proceeded  to  debate,  alter,  and 
amend  its  two  concluding  claufes. 

On  the  laft  claufe  of  this  bill,  which  gives  an  open  trade 
between  the  United  Provinces  and  our  Weft- Indian  iilaods. 
Lord  Shcf-       Lord  Sheffield  K\A^  no  part  of  the  bill  feemed  more  objcc- 
^'^*  tionable  than  the  claufe   before  them.      He  had  flattered 

'himfclf,  it  would  have  lieen  given  up  with  the  fame  candour 
as  feveral  other  very  pernicious  claufes  had  been  given  up, 
vhich  was  the  onlv  atonement  that  could  be  made  for  bring- 
ing in  fo  ilUimiigmed  and  ilUconfidered  a  bill.  The  claule 
in  great  meafure  farrificed  the  Weft-Indian  trade,  and  widi 
other  parts  of  the  bill,  fets  up  the  American  carrying  trade 
on  the  ruin  of  our  own.  If  the  words  at  the  end  of  the 
claufe  —  **  manner  heretofore  ulbd,"  were  to  include  duties, 
America  would  have  the  pre-emption  of  our  fugars  at  one 
(hilling  and  (ix-pcncc  duty  per  cwr.  while  Britain  pays  fix 
(hillings  and  ten-pence.  It  was  obvious,  that  America 
would  loon  have  the  rum  trade  and  the  carriage  of  fugars. 
France,  however,  had  had  the  good  fcnfe,  in  their  treaty 
.  with  America,  which  was  truly  reciprocal,  to  rcfulc  the 
very  thing  we  were  giving  by  this  claule.  But  his  Lordfhip 
'  faid^  lie  arofe  particularly  to  point  out  the  effect  the  claufe 

ihight 
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ml^l  have  la  regard  to  Ireland,  efpec'ially  as  it  feemed  leaft 
uoderftood.  That  kingdom  fubmitted  to  pay  the  fame  du« 
lies  as  Britain  on  imported  fogars  and  other  Weft  India  ar- 
ticles, and  laid  prohibitory  duties  on  fimilar  articles  fiom 
foreign  iflands,  becaufe  Britain  gave  her  a  free  participation 
of  the  monopoly  of  the  Weft-India  trade.  By  this  claufe^ 
that  monopoly  would  ceafe,  and  it  was  to  be  apprehended 
that  Ireland  would  think  Britain  had  done  away  the  con- 
lideration  that  induced  her  to  fhut  her  ports  againft  foreign 
fugars,  at  leaft  (he  would  not  think  it  neceffary  to  charge  her 
own  conftimption  of  fugars  with  higher  duties  than  it  is  re- 
qaired  from  America.  The  claufe  in  queftion  would  in  a 
few  years  deprive  Ireland  of  the  proviiion  trade  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  fevercly  injure  her  only  other  trade  in  linen. 
The  various  climates  of  America  would  produce  every  thing 
that  Ireland  can,  and  American  fliips  returning  from  the 
Baltic  would  carry  linens^  The  Irifh  a£t  laying  prohibitory- 
duties  was  biennial,  and  would  expire  next  Chriftmas; 
when  the  queftion  of  renewing  it  came  before  the  Iriih 
Parliament,  this  claufe  would  forbid  it.  The  idea  of  a 
direft  trade  from  thence  to  foreign  Weft- India  iflands,  or 
foreign  £afl>-India  fetilements,  were  -  not  quite  new.  He 
wifhed  there  might  be  no  opening  for  ill  humour.  His 
Lordfhip  concluded  by  faying,  I  have  lieard  no  fatisfa£lory 
reafons  given  why  we  fhould  encourage  others  to  be  the 
carriers  of  our  trade.  .  I  wiihed  to  have  ftopt  wirh  the  firft 
daufe  which  opens  our  ports  to  and  from  America.  We 
ftiall  have  tranfports  and  feamen  in  plenty  unemployed  to 
carry  our  manfa&ures  to  America  and  the  Weft-Indies,  and 
to  bring  from  thole  countries  what  we  want ;  America  will 
take  what  fhe  wants,  and  that  only,  and  will  gladly  fell  to 
OS  what  we  want.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  give  her  pecu- 
Uir  advantages,  when  we  have  an  opportunity  of  treating 
with  her  for  advantages  in  return*  In  the  mean  time,  fo  far 
from  giving  up  any  part  of  the  carrying  trade,  we  fhould 
exert  ourfelves  to  prevent  our  unemployed  feamen  from  pal- 
fiog  over  to  the  Americans. 

The  claufe,  however,  after  fome  obfervations  from  dif- 
ferent members,  and  'bme  alterations,  pafted.  The  bill  was 
reported,  ordered  to  be  reprinted,  and  taken  into  confidera^ 
tion  oa  Thuriday. 

March  19. 
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Martb  20. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  reading  the  bill^  for  granting  a 

bounty  on  linens,  was  called. 

Mr.  jKk-        Mr.  Jackfin  defired  that  a  bill  of  this  nature  might  Aot  be 

^"'  hurried  with  any  precipitancy  through  the  Houfe  :  he  doubt* 

ed  Whether  it  w&$  right  to  give  any  bounties,  or  to  go  to  any 

fuch  public  expen<;es,  before  the  ftate  of  the  public  fioancet 

had  bsen  coniidered ;  and   he  had  not  heard  a  fatisfadory 

ground  for  this  partiality  to  linens  and  callicoes  in  prefer- 

ence  to  woollens. 

Earl  of  The  Earl  of  Surrey  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  argue  the  quc(^ 

Surrey.       i\o:\y  Whether  it  would  be  proper  to  encourage  the  hnca 

againft  the  woollen  manufafiure  ;  the  queftion  at  prefent  was 

.    limply  this,  whether  the  Houfe,  by  withholding  a  bounty, 

would  fuffer  the  Irifh  linen  raanufadure  to  deftroy  the  linen 

manufadure  of  Great-Britain  }  and  gentlemen  muft  fee  that 

it  would  bedeilroyed,  if  while  the  Irifh  government  gave  a 

bounty  the  Englifh  ihould  withhold  one. 

Mr.Edco.        ^r*  ^^^  f^id,  that  England  was  in  fome  degree  of  equi- 

ty  bound  to  give  a  bounty  on  linens ;  for  by  the  laft  aft^  by 

virtue  of  which  (he  gave  a  bounty,  it  was  ftipulated,  that  it 

ihould  laft  as  long  as  the  irifh  aCi,  by  virtue  of  which  the 

government  gave  one  :  that  Irifh  zSt  had  fince  expired,  and 

with  it,  of  courfe,  the  Englifh  bounty  ;  but  the  Parliament 

of  Ireland  had  iince  renewed  their  afi,  and  by  an  equitable 

conltru£lion,  the  Englifh  bounty  ought  to  be  renewed.    [The 

bill  pafTcd  through  this  ftage  without  oppoiition.  J 

The  report  was  then  made  of  the  American  intercourfe 
bill,  to  feveral  claufes  of  which 
Mr.Edea.  IAt.  Eden  ftated  various  objeQions :  be  faid,  that  at  the 
American  fhips  might,  under  this  bilU  be  navigated  by  Bri« 
.  tifli  fubjcfts,  who  were  to  be  protefted  in  the  American  ftr- 
vice,  it  might  hereafter  happen,  that  in  cafe  of  war  with 
America,  there  might  be  thirty  thoufand  of  our  ieamen  in 
their  fhips,  and  abfolutely  engaged  to  fight  againft  ds.  That 
the  teas  which  were  to  be  exported  to  America*  were,  under 
this  bill,  to  be  fubjc^l  to  fuch  duties  as  would  abfislotely  pre« 
vent  the  Americans  from  trading  with  us  at  all. 

He  faid,  that  nothing  but  an  extreme  anxiety  to  difcharge 
his  duty  towards  the  public,  could  induce  him  oooe  more  to 
flare  ol)je£lions  to  that  bill,  which  might  tend  to  retard  its 
piogre  s  ;  but  difapproving  as  he  did  of  the  whole  principle 
ci  the  bill,  and  forefceing  tnuch  milcbief  in  every  ftcp  taken 

4  under 
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undcf  that  principle,  he  had  watched,  and  Ihould  continue 
to  watch  the  ieveral  claufes,  with  ^  determination  to  make 
them  as  little  hurtful  as  poffible.  He  was  every  hour  more 
convinced  that  the  bill  tended  to  facrifice  the  navigation  and 
real  ftrength  of  the  kingdom,  to  a  purfuit  of  temporary 
commerce  and  individual  interefb  ;  and  without  feeling  any 
ol^inate  attachment  to  his  own  ideas,  he  muft  regret  that 
the  Hottfe  had  not  adopted  his  original  recommendation  to 
open  the  ports,  and  to  leave  for  a  limited  period  a  diicretion- 
ary  t^ulation  of  the  trade  veiled  with  the  King's  Council. 
He  muft  obferve,  that  a  power  was  given  to  the  United. 
States  tQ  import  naval  ftores,  under  terms  which  might  af- 
feA  the  Britiih  manufaflurers  of  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  ro« 
fins,  and  oils* — That  the  refiraining  the  Anoerican  (hips 
from  bringing  any  goods  or  merchandize,  hut  thofe  of  their 
own  growth  and  produce,  might  ultimately,  perhaps  be  found 
expedient,  but  was  at  prefept  harih,  and  contrary  to  the 
avowed  principle  of  the  bill ;  perhaps  it  was  the  only  inftance 
where  we  Ihould  meet  a  reciprocity.  That  the  claufe  re- 
fpe£king  drawbacks  was  fo  framed,  as  to  preclude  the  export 
of  a  (ingle  poutvd  of  tea  from  this  kingdom,  except  to  Ire-* 
land^  (he  particularly  explained  how  this  would  happen.) 
And  as  to  the  Weft-Iudia  claufe,  which  he  wi(hed  had  been 
theol:ge&  of  a  feparate  bill,  he  thought  it  big  with  dangers 
to  our  commerce,  navigation,  and  manufaftures  :  its  opera* 
tions  might  be  (lower 'on  the  Briti(h  trade  ;  they  might  more 
immediately  convulfe  the  Irifh  trade.  And  yet  he  was  not 
prepared  to  (hut  the  Weil-Indies  from  a  fupply  of  North- A« 
mericao  proviiions  and  lumber.  Beiides,  the  claufe  was  (o 
drawn,  that  an  Knglifh  veiTel  could  not  go  from  the  Weil- 
Ipdtcs  to  the  United  States;  and  the  carrying  trade  was 
therefore  not  only  given,  but  confined  to  the  American  (hips, 
Upoa  the  whole,  he  recommended  an  adjournment  of  the 
farther  confideration  of  it  for  three  or  four  days. 

Mr.  Cbanctthr  Pitt  was  furprifed,  that  after  fo  much  pains  ^^^  ^^^^ 
bad  been  taken  10  amend  the  bill,  tiiere  (hould  now  be  a  de- 
bate upon  the  principle  :  the  claufe  relative  to  drawbacks  on 
teas  might  be  io  mbdelled,  as  to  remove  every  objedion  ;  and 
the  inlertion  of  the  words  *'  and  of  Great-Britain'^  after 
the  mention  of  <*the  (hips  of  America,"  would  take  away 
all  the  handle  for  oppoiition,  on  the  idea  that  Britiih  (hips 
would  be  excluded  from  a  trade  to  which  the  American  (liips 
were  to  be  admitted*     To  thefe  alterations  he  would  have  no 

ob)edipo ;  but  he  ffiid^  if  the  coniidcration  of  the  bill  was 

to 
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to  he  ftlll  farther  adjourned,  ^:id  the  Houfe  was  not  then  ripe 
to  decide  upon  it,  a  great  deal  of  time  had  l^en  wafted,  and 
the  patience  of  gentlemen  wearied  and  exhauftcd  to  very  lit- 
tle pnrpofe.     For  his  part,  he  (hould  in  that  cafe  make  no 
fcruple  to  declare,  that  he  had  gone  as  far  with  the  bill  as  he 
chofc  to  proceed,  and  was  determined  to  take  no  farther  ihart 
in  the  bufinefs.     It  was,  he  obferved,  agreed  on  all  hands^ 
that  fonie  bill  was  neceflary,  and  that  PaHiameat  ought  to 
^afs  a  law,  adapted  to  the  new  fit  nation  of  the  country. 
*he  Houfe  had  fpcnt  many  days  in  difcufling  the  ful^e^, 
and  every  amendment  and  alteration  that  had  been  ofFercd, 
had  been  very  amply  debated,  inveftigated,  and  coofidered. 
He  could  not,  therefore,  accede  to  the  right  honourable  gca- 
tleman's  argument,  as  to  the  neceffity  of  adjourning  the  far- 
ther confideration  of  the  bill  for  two  or  three  days. 
Ctpt.  Lttt-       Captain  L;/«rr// faid,  he  retained  his  former  objeftions  to 
***"•  its  palling  into  a  law  of  experiment,  without  fomet  King  more 

than  a  probability  of  our  meeting  mutual  return  of  favoar 
from  the  Americans.     He  thought  neither  the  prefent  iitua- 
,  tion  of  Government,  nor  the  neceffity  of  the  times,  warran- 
ted their  proccc<ling  farther  on  the  bill ;  neither  had  he  been 
able  to  difcovcr  through  its  progfefs  the  reafon  vvhy  it  was  pref- 
M  upon  Parliament  for  a  hafty  deciiion,  unlefs  for  the  por- 
pofe  of  fcreening  thofe  who  (hould,  in  the' moment  of  recon- 
ciliation with  America,  have  opened  the  trade,  by  virtue 
of  the  power  and  authority  veAed  in  the  King  in  Council  for 
that  purpofe,  which  was  wifely  given  by  the  legiflature  laft 
yrar,  that  they  might  vie  with  other  nations,  tnetpedition 
an!  cncourngcment,  to  invite  the  American  Trade  into  this 
country  ;  that  opportunity  being  loft,  it  fhould  fcciii  to  be 
the  intention  of  this  bill  to  impofe  a  belief  on  th«  people, 
that  no  fuch  authority  before  exifted,  but  that  fwnc  frefli 
power  was  neccflary  for  the  purpofe.     He  thought  it,  how- 
ever njore   prudent  and   fafe,    rather  to  avail  ourfelves  of 
it  at  the  prefent  hour,  by  addrefling  his  Majefty  to  fafpeod 
the  Prohibitory  Afts,  arid  to  offer  America  a  fair  trade  with 
this  country,  under  the  former  authoritv,  than  to  proceed 
in  the  prclcnt  bill ;  and  yet  he  was  ready  to  fay,  without 
paying  it  any  great  compliment,  that  it  was  by  inaay  de- 
grees lefs  exceptionable,  than  when  it  was  iirft  attempted  to 
be  proceeded  on  in  a  Coni^ittee.     For*  he  believed,  a  more 
crude,  indigefted,  and  f^ally  mtlchievous  bill  for  this  coun- 
try was  never  introduced  to  that  Houfe ;  it  might  perbapt 
have  ferved  in  fume  degree  to  fave  the  credit  of  the  then 

MioifterSj 


A.  1783.  DEBATES.  507 

Nllaiftcrs,  but  it  would  diminifli  the  credit  and  naval  ftrength 
of  this  natioQ  to  aa  alarming  degree.    He  was  furprifed, 
that  in  fo  momentous  a  concern  to  our  navy,  the  hill  flioutd 
have  been  fcrutinized  by  almoft  all  defcriptions  of  men,  ex«  ' 
cept  thole  that  were  moft  called  upon  to  inveftigate  its  de- 
merits ;  (  he  meant  the  Board  of  Admiralty  )  yei  through  its 
various  ftages  he  had  looked  with  equal  impatience  and  dif- 
appointment  for  their  opinion,  how  far  it  would  contraft 
the  means  of  our  employing  Teamen,  or  commanding  their 
icrvices  in  a  fnture  war.     Were  they  even  under  controul 
now,  (which  was  not  the  cafe)  would  they  be  likely  to  obey 
a  recal  from  a  fervlce  to  which  they  would  ibon  become 
habituated,  and  form  family  connexions  or  friendihips,  that 
V9C  fhonld  not  have  the  power  to  fever  them  from  ?  By  this 
bill  we  permitted  the  Americans  to  be  the  carriers  of  various 
commodities  to  our  Weft-India  iflands,  as  well  as  to  Europe, 
without  fecurity  that  they  would  admit  a  Britilh  (hip  into 
any  of  their  ports ;  and  if  they  refufed  it,  in  the  attempt  to 
rcftrift  the  trade  with  our  iflands,  by  another  Prohibitory 
bill,  we  might  probably  lofe  them  in  the  way  wc  had  done 
the  American  Colonies.     Therefore  in  every  view  of  fuch  a 
bill,  it  muft  be  a  hazardous  one  to  pafs  at  any  time  ;  but  fome 
law  of  the  fort,  he  admitted,  muft  be  made  before  July  next, 
when  the  pre(ent  powers  to  open  the  American  trade  would 
expire  ;  we  (hould  have,  he  hoped,  before  thiit  time,  a  wife 
and  priident  fet  of  Minifters,  who  might  poftefs  abilities  to 
judge,  and  confidence  to  carry  into  cfiefV,  a  commerce  of 
'  ixiutaal  advantage  between  this  country  and  America,     1  o 
that  period  he  fhould  look  with  impatience,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  he  wi(hed  to  fee  the  trade  with  America  opened,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  former  aft,  by  the  King  in  Council, 
that  the  effects  of  our  indulgence  to  that  country  might  be 
feen  before  we  went^he  lengths  intended  by  the  prefejit  bill, 
which  he  thought  was  unnecellary  at  the  moment,  as  it  was 
ill-timed  and  impolitic,   therefore  he  faid,  he  would  vote 
againft  the  report  being  received,  and  for  the  adjournment, 
which  the  right  honourable  member  who  fpoke  firft  had 
propofed. 

The  Solidtor  General IMt.  Arden,]  faid  it  was  a  miftaken  q^^^^IJ,'^^^^ 
notion,    that  the  King  and  his  Council  had  been  invefted 
with  powers  to  open   the  trade  with  America,  independent  ^ 

of  the  aid  of  Parlbuicnt,  which  powers  his  Majcfty  and  his 
Council  had  negleflcd  to  exercifc.     The  plain  faft  was,  no 
fuch  power  w^s  lodged  in  the  Crown,  cither  by  right  of  pre- 
rogative. 
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rogative,  or  by  virtue  of  atiy  ftatote.     His  Majefty  was 
not  atithorized  to  gvve  up  duties  enaded  by  exprefi  laws ; 
beiidesy  his  Majefty  was  forbid  by  the  navigation  afl  from 
proceeding  to  the  lengths  that  the  nature  of  the  ca(e  made  it 
neceflfary  to  go.  nor  could  the  trade  with  America  be  opened 
without  the  aiuftance  of  Parliament.     For  that  reafon,  and 
on  the  ground  of  abfolute  neceffity  the  prefent  bill  bad  been 
introduced.     The  principle  of  it  profefledly  was  to  open  a 
trade  with  America^  and  remove  all  obftrudioos  in  the  way 
of  fuch  an  object.     The  Houfe  in  general  had  approved  of 
the  principle,  and  as  far  as  he  had  been  able^  he  had  endea- 
voured to  adapt  the  claufes  of  the  bill  to  that  principle,  in 
the  way  that  appeared  to  him  rooft  confonant  to  the  fenfe  of 
the  Houfe.     He  had  again  and  again  declared^  that  be  nei- 
ther had,  nor  pretended  to  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
regulations  of  trade  and  commerce.     He  had  laboured  to 
keep  the  avowed  principle  of  the  bill  in  his  view,  and  to 
fhape  the  claufes  of  it  as  the  Houfe  appeared  to  wifh.    If 
the  Houfe  now  thought  that  fuch  a  bill  ought  not  to  pafs, 
they  would  do  right  to  debate  its  principle  at  the  third  read- 
ing; bat  at  preient  he  conceived  it  ought  to  proceed,  and 
fuch  alterations  6f  the  particular  claufes,  as  w*ere  necefiary, 
might  be  made,  while  the  Speaker  was  in  the  chair.   . 
ifri  Lord  Sheffield 2tdv\{td  the  Houfe  to  pafs  a  fhort  bill,  adapted 

Shaffield.  ^q  jjjg  general  purpofe  of  opening  the  trade  with  America, 
and  to  leave  all  the  more  minute  and  particular  confideratioos 
that  had  been  hinted  at  in  the  courfe  of  the  converfatton,  as 
fubje£ls  for  future  dilbuf&on^  and  to  be  made  the  objeds  of  a 
feparate  bill. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  confidcr  the  report.     Various 

amendments  were  then  fuggefted,  and  after  a  coniiderable 

time  fpent  in  converfation  on  the  claufes. 

Sir  Cecil  Sir  Ccctl  IVroy  objefled  to  the  whole  bill,  and  ftated  that 

Wf4y.         the  merchants  had  advcrtifcd  a  meeting  upon  the  fubjcd, 

and  it  would  be  better  to  wait  for  their  fenfe  of  the  principle 

of  the  bill,  and  of  its  feveral  claufes. 

Mr.  Chan-       Mr.  Chancellor  Pin  ftated  at  large  hia  own  condu6(,  and  his 

ceUorPitt.  willingnefs,  as  a  fervant  of  the  public,  to  follow  the  fenfe  of 

the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Burke.      Mr.  Burke  urpjcd  the  going  forward  with  the  bill,  and  the 

inconvenierloe  of  delays. 
Mr,  Eden.       Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  he  had  fecn  thefe  delays  with  great  00- 
•eafinefs,    during  a  prevalence  of  eafterly  winds,  and  widi 

many  fliips  m  different  ports  of  the  kingdom^  ready  to  fail ; 

but 
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but  pcrhajjs  it  was  better  to  fubmit  to  fomc  inconvenience, 
than  to  pafs  an  ill-digefted  law,  which  might  hang  like  a  milU 
ftone  about  the  neck  of  this  kingdom.  The  importance  of 
the  difcuifion  was  allowed ;  its  difficulties  were  evident,  from 
the  length  and  frequency  of  that  difcuffion ;  he  would  Jiow 
move,  to  poftpone  it,  not  for  the  fake  of  having  the  advice 
of  the  merchants;  he  was  well  known  to  refpefl  their  in- 
formation, but  was  not  in  fuch  a  buiinefs  to  be  guided  by  -* 
their  advice  ;  He  wifhed  to  poftpone  it,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  affiftance  of  many  able  members,  who  had  not  yet  attend- 
Cii  or  borne  their  (hare  of  the  difficulty,  be  muft,  how* 
ever,  prcvioufly  do  juftice  to  the  right  Honourable  gentle- 
man fMr.  Pitt^]  who  had  introduced  the  bill ;  it  had  been  a 
nioftteazing  and  troublefome  difcuffion,  but  had  been 
throughout  condu£ted  by  that  right  honourable  gentleman 
with  a  liberality,  patience,  candour,  politenefs,  and  good 
temper,  which  would  for  ever  command  the  admiration  and 
refpeft  of  every  individual  concerned.  , 

The  Solicitor  General,  Mr.  Thornton,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  other  Members  fpoke  upon  the  fub- 
jcEt  of  the  bill  more  than  once  ;  at  length  the  farther  conii- 
deration  was  adjourned  till  Monday. 

March.  21 

The  order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  Mr. 
Burke's  bill,  for  explaining  and  amending  the  a£t  that  paf- 
I'ed  laft  year  for  regulating  the  pay  office,  having  been  read. 

The  Secretary  at  tVar^  [Sir  George  Yonge,]  moved  that  ^^  George 
it  be  difcharged,  and  a  new  order  made  for  committing  it  on  ^"^** 
Tuefday  fe*night.  His  rcafons  for  wifliing  for  a  delay  were, 
the  impropriety  of  carrying  thr/>ugh  the  Houfe,  in  the  prc- 
fent  unfcttlcd  ftatc  of  affairs,  a  bill  to  which  there  were  many 
folid  objeftions ;  and  the  indifpolition  of  the  Paymafter^ 
General,  who  was  unable  to  attend  on  this  day  ;  but  who 
wifhed  ncverthelcfs  to  have  an  opportunity  to  ftate  the  m* 
convcniencies  to  which  the  bill,  if  paflTed  into  a  law,  would 
iubjcft  the  Pay-office. 

Mr.  Burke  did  not  feel  the  weight  of  the  rcafons  given  for  Mr.  Burke 
the  defirfd  delay  :  it  was  not  at  ail  neceflary  that  Minii^ers 
fliould  take  any  part  in  the  bill ;  and  therefore  it  might  as 
well  pafs  now  through  the  committee  as  at  any  other  time  : 
the  opinion  of  officers  of  the  army  was  more  neceflary  in 
.lhi»  bufinefsthan  that  of  Miniftcr§,     The  objcft  of  the  bill 

Vox-.  IX,  U  u  u  •  •  was 
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was  fimple  and  obvious ;  it  Was  calculated  merely  to  prevent 
the  poiKbilitj  of  the  public  money  being  detained  in  the 
bands  of  either  the  Paymaftcr  or  the  Bank ;  its  aim  was  oeco^ 
nomy,  and  that  aim  was  endeavoured  to  be  attained  by  ibe 
cafieft  means  in  poffibility  ;  and  if  thofe  likely  to  be  ailcdcd 
by  the  hill,  and  the  Houi'e  bad  not  ufed  the  ample  opportuni- 
ty that  had  been  afforded  them  for  confidcring  it  in  every 
point  of  vieW|  be  feared  they  would  not  more  attend  to  it  fliould 
that  opportunity  be  farther  enlai^ed  ;  certain  he  was  that 
every  poflible  communication  upon  the  fubjeft  had  been  free* 
}y  made  to  tbk  former.  The  iirft  of  the  two  reafoos,  tbcrc^ 
ioTtf  that  had  been  ftated  for  farther  delaying  the  confidera* 
lion  of  the  bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  no  v^eight  what* 
rver^  As  to  the  indifpofition  of  the  Paymaltcr^Generai, 
there  was  no  man  lamented  the  circnmftance  more  than  be 
did  ;  but  dill  he  did  not  think  that  it  was  neceflary  the  fur* 
'  ther  progrefi  of  the  bill  fhould  be  fufpcnded,  pntil  thewor* 
thy  paymafier  fhould  be  able  to  attend  in  his  place,  as  that 
gentleman  might  flate  to  fome  friend  the  objedions  he  had  to 
the  bill|  and  commiffion  him  to  ftate  them  to  the  Uoufe, 
trhe  Lord  '^^^  motjon  pafied  without  any  further  debate^ 
Mpypr.  The  Lord  Afeyor  then  moved,  **  That  there  be  laid  before 

this  Houfe  copies  of  the  feveral  reports  of  the  fuperintcDdi 
ing  Land  Surveyor  and  Solicitor,  which,  by  the  minutes  of 
the  Board  of  Cuftoms  of  the  24th  of  October  1777,  appear 
to  have  been  read  before  tbat  Board.*' 

This  occaiioned  a  Ihort  converlatioA  between  the  Lord 

Mayor,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

ftht  Chan-      fhc  CbfinfelioT  of  the  Exchequer  rcful'ed  to  confent  that  the 

Ej^chp«^^^  report  fliguld  be  brought  up;  he  faid  that  it  was  a  ftrangc 

^  '         '  way  to  oppofe  a  bill,  by  making  an  enquiry  into  the  charac* 

ters  of  feveral  clerks  of  the  cuftoms.    The  Houfe  divided 

on  the  rnotion  for  bringing  op  the  report,  ayes  65,  noes 

58,     Majority  for  the  Lord  Mayor's  motion,  7. 

It  was  ncKt  moved,  ♦•That  there  be  laid  before  this 
Houfp,  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Cuftoms  of 
the  8th  of  Pecember,  1778,  to  the  deputed  fearchers,  and 
the  report  of  the  general  furveyor  of  the  27ih  of  Oflober 
thereon,  upon  a  complaint  againft  Mr.  Scddon,  one  of  the 
deputed  fearchers,  topching  a  demand  of  fees  for  the  Ihip- 
ping  of  ninety-three  cafks  of  provisions,  by  fufferancc,  at 
an  unlawful  quay>  together  with  the  fobfequcRt  report  of  the 
6>lif i^pr  ^nd  gcnpr^U  furveyor  tbf rf pp.*' 

4  Tbt 
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The  fame  wai^  upon  the  queftion  put,  ordered  accord* 

Mr.  Coktj  who  had  promlfed  to  make  a  motion  this  day  KfnCokt. 
for  an  addrels  to  the  King,  if  on  or  before  Friday,  a  itiini** 
Aerial  arrangement  was  not  made,  informed  the  Hpufe,  that 
as  he  underftood  the  arrangement  was  nearly,  if  not  Wholly 
fettled,  he  felt  it  would  be  nnneceflary  for  him  to  make  th0 
motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice* 

The  E*rl  of  Surrey,  on  ilw  other  hand)   declared,  that  J^|^*^ 
if  the  arrangement  was  not  fully  completed  on  Monday,  he   ^'*'* 
would  himVelf  make  a  motion  of  the  fame  nature  with  that, 
which  the  honourable  member  intended  to  have  made* 

Mr.  Hili  rofe  next,  and  faid,  that  as  the  honourable  gentle«  Mr.  Hilli 
man  who  fpoke  firft  had  mentioned  an  intended  motion,  he 
(hould  beg  leave  to  mention  an  intended  amendment,  in  cafe 
that  motion  had  come  forward. 

The  Speaker  faid,  as  no  motion  was  aftually  before  the 
Houfe,  the  amendment  was  not  ftridly  regular — bat  the 
Hoofe  calling  out,  read !  read  ! 

Mr,  Hill  read  his  intended  amendment  in  the  following  *^''  ^'*'^' 
words :  *<  And  that  liis  Majefty  would  be  graciouily  pleafed 
not  to  nominate,^  or  appoint  any  perfon  or  perfons  to  fill  up 
the  vacant  departments,  who,  by  their  mifmanagcment  of 
public  affairs,  and  want  of  forcfight  or  abilities,  when  they 
were  in  office,  have  loft  the  confidence  of  the  people/' 

Mr.  Buller  faid,  he  had  come  down  to  the  Houfe  in  full  ^''  8«l^«'* 
expefiation  of  eiifaf  r  hearing  an  arrangen^ent  of  adminiftra* 
tioD  notified,  or  of  hearing  tl\e  honourable  gentleman  make 
his  promifed  iDotion.  The  Honourable  gentleman  having 
decliaed  doing  fo,  he  was  in  hopes  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband  would  have  given  to  the  Houfe  fome  fatisfac-^ 
lion  on  a  fubjeA,  on  which  they  muft  naturally  be  fuppofed 
to  be  extremely  anxious.  If  the  noble  Lord,  however,  did 
not  choofe  to  fay  much  himfelf  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  he 
atleaft  thought  to  have  heard  fomething  from  one  or  other 
of  the  noble  Lord*s  new  friends  and  connexions. 

Mr*  ChancHlor  Pitt  then  rofe,  and  faid,  it  was  perfectly  Mr.  Chan< 
natural  in  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft,  "^'•' ^""^ 
to  feel  (bme  anxiety,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  Houfe,  under 
fuch  peculiar  circumftances,  but  he  conceived  the  filence  of 
thofe,  who  had  heretofore  been  ipoft  clamorous  for  the  mo* 
tion,  of  which  an  honourable  gentleman  had  a  few  days 
iince  given  notice,  but  which  he  now  thought  proper  to  de** 
dine,  fpeke  as  eloquently  as  words  could  do  upoo  the  fob- 

U  uu  2  jcd. 
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jeCV,  and  might  afFord  the  Houfe  every  fatUfaAion  they 
defired. 
M».T.  w.  Mr,  T.  fV.  Coke  rofc  agatO)  and  faid,  his  wifhing  todc- 
^  ^*  cline  making  his  intended  motion,  arpfe  from  delicacy,  and 
from  his  conceiving  that  while  an  arrangement  was  forming,ic 
would  be  equally  unneceflary  and  improper  for  him  to  move 
in  the  manner  that  he  had  formerly  propo(ed« 

The  next  order  of  the  day  wa$  called  for,  and  the  com* 
mittee  of  fupply,  and  of  ways  and  means,  being  adjourn- 
ed to  Monday  next,  the  Houfe  rofe. 


[The  annexed  tables  were  laid  before  the  Houfe.  Aj 
they  contain  important  information,  we  take  thefirft  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  them  before  our  readers.] 


March  24. 

This  day  the  Houfe  was  as  full  as  it  has  been  this  fcilioo, 
owing  to  tne  arrangement  which  was  fo  confidently  talked  of 
on  Friday  laft  being  totally  broke  off.  The  gallery  was  full 
by  half  paft  one ;  and  there  were  by  three  o'clock  at  leaft 
four  hundred  iticmbers  in  the  Houfe. 

MOTION    FOR    A    MINISTRY. 

Mt  c  kf  ^^^'  ^^^'  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  delayed  bis  pro- 
miled  motion  until  this  day,  as  he  undcrftood  laft  Fnday 
that  there  then  was  an  adminiftration  on  the  eve  of  being 
foi  med,  which  would  have  poiTcired  the  confidence  of  that 
Houfe ;  fince  that  time  lie  underflood  that  the  negociation 
was  broken  off,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  make  hh  promifed  motion.  He  mentioned  the  dil- 
trafied  fiate  of  the  public  affairs,  and  called  upon  a  right 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  tp  bim,  to  fay  whether  any 
adminiftration  was  formed,  or  whether  any  was  forming, 
wiih  the  likelihood  of .  poffelling  the  confidence  of  Par- 
liiiment. 

iLf.  d:»*  The  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  rofe,  and  declared  that 

there  Jul  not  at  prelent  exilt  any  admmiftrauon  to  his  know- 
ledge; but  h^  he  could  not  take  upon  him  to  fay  what  men 
were  likely  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  their  counuy« 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Coki  then  enterfd  Into  the  caufc  on  ^hich  the  motion, Mr  Coke.. 
he  was  about  to  make  was  foanded,  and  the  reafons  by  which 
the  ncceffity  of  it  were  fupported.     He  lamented  tliat  public 
ncceifity  obliged  him  to  take  a  flep  which  might  feem  an  in- 
fringement on  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  that  the 
prelent  difiraded  ftate  ot  aiFairs  at  home  was  an  additional' 
i'par  to  fuch  a  flep.     But  matters  were  fo  iituated,  that  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  Parliament  to  interfere,  and  to  apply  to 
the  Sovereign  for  redrefs.     It  was  the  public  call  of  the  people 
by  its  reprcfentative  body,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  only- 
meet  the  compliance  of  the  Sovereign,  but  that  it  w6uld 
have  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  Houfe.     Juftice,  he 
faid,  to  his  conftituents,  and  juftice  to  his  country,  required 
the  immediate  execution  of  this  meafure.     He  lamented  that 
the  negotiation  with  the  noble  Duke,  to  whom  he  had  re-* 
ferred,  was  gone  off;  that  arrangement  he  had  underftood  to 
coniift  of  men,  who,  he  verily  believed,  would  have  had 
the  confidence  of  the  Houfe.     He  was  therefore  not  a  littte 
amazed  at  having. heard  that  an  end  was  put  to  the  negotia- 
tion, and  if  it  Urould  hereafter  appear  that  the  realbn  of 
breaking  it  off  arofe  from  any  intention  of  making  up  an 
arrangement  from  thofe  Mimifters,  upon  whofe  condud  that 
Hooie  had  thought  proper  to  pafs  a  cenf^rc,  he  conceived  the 
Houfe  wonld    be  much  difpleafed      Mr.  Coke  faid,  every 
man,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  muft  admit  the  nc- 
ceffity of  having  an  adminiftration,  and  that  immediately. 
He  added  fome  other  remarks  in  fo  low  a  lone  of  voice  that 
we  could  not  diflin£l]y   hear  them,   and   concluded  with 
moviiig, 

"That  an  humble  addrefsf  be*  prcfcnted  to  his  Majefty^ 
diat  his.  Majefty  will  be  gracioofly  pleafcd  to  take  into  his 
ftriotis  iconfideration*  the  very  diftra^ed  and  unfettlcd  ftate 
of  the  empire,  after  a  long  and  exhaufting  war;  and  that 
bis  Maiefty  would  therefore  con defcend  to  a  compliance  with 
the  wiuiesof  this  Houle,  by  forming  an  admmiftratibn  en- 
titled to'the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  fuch  as  may  have 
a  tendency  to  put  an  end  to  the  unfortunate  divifions  and 
diftradions  of  the  country.*' 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  role  and  feconded  the  motion,   ob-  xhcEarlrf 
ferving,  that  although  he  did  conceive  it  carried  with  it  fome  Surrey. 
flight  ideal  infringement  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Grown, 
yet  the*  abfolute  neceflity  of  having  an  adminiftration,   and 
the  little  prolpeA  be  faw  of  forming  one  according  to  fhie 
late  modes  of  negotiating,  made  fuch'  a^  nu^tion  extremely 
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proper*  There  was  a  high  refpeft  due  .  to  the  Sovereign, 
but  there  was  alfo  a  high  refpeft  due  to  the  people ;  aod 
where  the  one  could  not  be  injured  by  the  mode  pointed  out 
of  ferving  the  other,  he  thought  it  highly  rcquiiite  to  adopt 
the  idea  of  his  honourable  friend,  and  addrefs  the  Throne  to 
relieve  the  kingdom  from  its  prefcnt  difficulties,  and  to  point 
out  what  kind  of  an  adminiftration  would  bed  meet  the 
Ibiearty  fupport,  confidence,  and  good  wifhes  of  his  people. 
His  Lordfhip  mentioned  the  unfiniihed  ftate  of  our  politicaJ  ne* 
gotiations  with  foreign  powers,  no  definitive  treaty  being  fign- 
ed  with  France  and  Spain,  no  commercial  treatjr  fettled  with 
America,  our  army  and  navy  in  a  ftate  of  mutiny,  the  Eaft 
India  Company  ftanding  in  need  of  the  immediate  aid  of 
Parliament,  both  with  regard  to  their  affairs  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  many  other  great  and  important  confiderations 
calliog  loud  for  the  management  of  Minifters,  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  go  00  without  a  government ;  and  therefore,  ex« 
ceptionable  as  the  prefent  motion  was,  he  ihould  give  it  his 
fupport,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  if  that  Houfe  did  not  call 
for  an  admiui  ft  ration,  the  people  would  in  a  manner  ftiU 
more  exceptionable. 
Mr.  Bailer,  ^^c*  BulUr  faid  he  (hould  oppofe  the  motion,  as  he  thoii{;ht 
it  totally  unneceffary.  His  Majefty,  he  faid,  he  was  coe- 
'  fident,  had  by  no  means  been  a  bar  to  the  arrangement  be-* 
ing  formed,  for  he  was  confident  he  had  facrificed  his  own 
feelings,  and  given  up  his  opinion,  merely  to  comply  with 
the  wiflies  of  his  people.  The  coalition  that  had  lately 
taken  place  furprifed  him«  he  faid,  beyond  ail  dcfcription ; 
he  had  heard  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  for 
,  a  ftries  of  years,  reprobate  the  conduft  of  a  noble  Lord 
(North)  in  the  fevereft  terms;  he  had  fcarce  ever  agreed  to  a 
iingle  a£t  he  bad  done:  therefore  he  was  aftonilked  to  find 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  form  a  coalition  with  that 
noble  Lord,  and  as  warmly  fupport  as  he  had  foriBerly 
abufed  him.  The  chief  reafon,  he  believed,  of  no  arrange- 
ment being  formed  was,  that  a  auarrel  had. already  began 
between  the  two  great  kaders  of  the  coalition,  which  (honld 
have  the  moft  power — whofe  friends  fhould  be  provided  for ; 
and  the  ftruggle  was  not  for  the  public  good,  but  merely  who 
(hould  have  the  loaves  and  fifhes.  His  Majefty  therefore 
was  by  tio  means  the  caufe  of  fb*  long  a  delay,  bet  that  it 
Vk'OAild  rather  be  found  that  the  ftrft  moment  it  became  a 
<)ueftioo,  baw  officers  were  to  be  appointod,  dtfficidties  had 
^curjned^  which,  to  a  coalitioa  fo  formed^  maft  necefiarrily 
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prove  (he  iburce  of  much  trouble,  and  take  a  good  dead  of 
time  to  accommodate. 

Mr,  Martin  rofc  immediatly  and  reprobated  the  coalition*  ^''  Martio 
It  was  fcandalous  and  ridiculous,  he  faid ;  it  was  reprobated 
ifi  all  companies  he  went  into  ;  and  how  it  came  to  be  form-* 
ed»  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  know.  With  refpedt  to  himfelf,  he 
had  for  feven  years  uniformly  oppofed  an 'adminiftration 
which,  he  was  certain,  was  haftening  the  ruin  of  this 
country  as  fail  as  poilible;  his  oppofition  to  thatA^iniftry 
arofe  purely  from  a  hope  of  rooting  out  thofe  men,  and  not 
with  any  tordid  views  ;  but  he  was  aftonifhed,  he  faid,  to 
find  that  a  great  part  of  thofe  who  aflifted  him  in  that  oppo* 
fition,  had  now  coalefced  with  the  noble  Lord,  the  great 
fupporter  of  the  American  war.  He  was  equally  furprifed^ 
he  faid,  to  fee  that  others,  who  had  been  the  chief  means  of 
all  the  diftreifcs  which  this  unfortunate  country  now  labour- 
ed under,  inftead  of  meeting  with  due  punifhment,  were 
rewarded  with  pcnfibns,  peerages,  and  ribbands  :  he  wifhed 
to  God  the  only  reward  they  had  met  with  had  been  ribbands; 
tbe  expence  of  them  was  no  great  deal ;  but  to  fee  reward  fo 
proftitutcd,  was  what  he  by  no  means  could  approve  of. 
He  had  attended,  he  faid,  feveral  public  meetings  lately, 
and  was  Ihocked  to  fee  what  arts  were  made  ufe  of  to  cajole 
the  people  into  a  belief,  that  the  coalition  was  meant  for 
the  public  good ;  he  wifhed  it  might  turn  out  fo,  if  it  did, 
he  fhould  be  greatly  deceived. 

He  never  could  conceive  that  men,  who  had  condantly 
avowed  principles  fo  extremely  oppoiite  could  cordially  unite. 
Mr.  Martin  ftated,  that  he  had  for  years  afied  with  Mr.  Fox 
on  principle,  that  he  had  concurred  in  reprehending  the 
American  war,  and  the  various  other  me^ures  of  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  who  he  did  not  then  fee  in  his 
place,  though  he  knew  not  why  he  was  abfent.  He  conH- 
dcrcd  the  noble  Lord  as  the  caufe  of  the  calamitous  conditi- 
on of  the  country,  and  could  not  fupport  an  adminiftration 
in  which  the  nob'e  Lord  had  any  (nare.  Neither  could  he 
forget  what  he  had  heard  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
repeatedly  upon  the  fubjcA  of  the  noble  Lord's  conduct.  To 
the  honourable  gentleman's  coming  into  office  he  had  noob- 
jc£lion,  and  would  willingly,  as  be  had  before,  give  him 
his  fupport  with  the  defire  of  no  other  reward,  than  the  hope 
that  the  country  would  be  ferved. 

Mr.  Hi'l  appologifed  to  the  Houfe  for  not  making  the  i^r.  Hill. 
IJDcp^iu^nt  he  propofcd  pn  Friday  laft  ;  however,  he  Koped 
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he  fhould  (land  excufed  when  he  declared  that  he  did  not  fee 
any  neceffity  now  for  if,  as  the  motion  went  nearlv  to  the 
fame  effect ;  it  was  to  take  into  admitiillration  fuch  peribns  as 
defcrved  the  cofidencc  of  the  people ;  that  pcrfe£Hy  included 
his  amendment,  for  if  it  took  in  fuch  as  dcferved  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  it  muft  naturally  exclude  tbofe  who  had 
loft  ihcir  confidence. 

A  report  prevailed  that  day,  he  faid,  that  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  (MV.  Pitt)  was  called  to  an  importaot 
office,  (Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury) ;  he  wifhed  it  was  tree, 
for  he  could  not  but  acknowledge  that  his  abilities  and  inte- 
grity'were  fuch  as  made  him  equal  to  any  poll  be  could  be 
called  to.  He  was  confident  Mr.  Pitt  would,  when  he  had 
a  little  more  experience,  become  one  of  the  grcateft  orna- 
ments this  country  ever  faw;  and  he  (hould  Ument  tofec  an 
adminiftration  formed^  that  could  exclude  fuch  vaft  abili* 
ties; 

He  faid,  he  had  always  thought  highly  of  Mr.  Fox,  atjd 
if  he  were  difunited  from  his  new  conneftion^  he  would  ftill 
be  ready  to  exclaim,  et  tu  Marcetlm  eris.  After  ibis,  he 
fiated  his  ohjeAions  to  the  coalition  lately  formed,  and  laid, 
from  the  fhort  time  he  bad  been  a  member  of.  that  Houfc, 
he  had  learnt  one  thing,  and  that  was,  that  a  politician 
ought  to  be  capahfe  of  facrificing  a  whole  nation  to  his  in- 
terefl  or  his  ambition. 
Mr.  Foi.  Mr.  Fo:(  rofe,  declaring  that  he  never  could  fitftillaod 
hear  the  name  of  Majefty  brought  forward  in  debates,  to 
fcreen  the  a  A  ions  of  any  fct  of  men  whatever.  That 
Houfe,  he  faid,  knew  nothing  of  his  Majefty's  private  feel- 
ings, or  his  Majefty's  private  opinions  ;  they  could  fuppolc 
nothing  about  them.  Whatever  were  bis  Majefty's  private 
feelings  or  opinions,  they  were  only  known  to  his  own  rojal 
breaft.  His  Majefty,  be  faid,  could  never  aft  wrong,  un- 
Icfs  he  was  ill  advifed  •  it  would  therefore  be  proper  to  ftate 
from  whom  he  could  receive  that  ill  advice,  and  it  was  plain 
to  be  fecn  from  what  channel  it  had  come.  The  nation  had 
been  now  near  five  weeks  in  a  ftate,  perhaps,  fuch  as  it  never 
before  experienced,  carrying  on  mcal'ures  without  any  oftcn- 
fihle  peribns  to  anfwer  for  their- efFeft.  He  owned,  uhen 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  arifen,  who  fpokc  laft  but  one, 
he  did  imagine  the  honourable  gentleman  had  intended  to 
move  the  fame  amendment,  which  be  underftood  the  honou- 
rable gentleman  had  read  to  the  Houfe  on  Friday  laft.  He 
u.'cd  the  word  undcirftood^  bepaufefrom  accident,  and  from 
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accident  merely,  he  had  happened  to  be  out  of  the  Houfe  at    - 
the  time.     That  amendment  was  a  part  of  a  motion  which 
he  had  formerly  had  the  honour  to  make,  but  which  had  not 
been  adopted  by  the  Houfe,  though  it  had  received  the  fup* 
port  of  a  very. refpcft able  minority.     It  could  not  therefore 
be  brought  forward  as  a^iaatter  that  had  met  the  fandion  of 
the  Houfe.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  now  fdid,  he 
would  not  move  xhz  amendment  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  tlie       . 
confufion,  \into  which  it  might  have  led  the  Houfe;  un- 
doubtedly fuch  would  have  been  its  efFeA ;  but  the  confufion 
would  have  been  ftill  greater  than  the  honourable  gentleman 
feemed  aware  of.     For  bad  the  amendment  been  moved,  he 
fliookl  have  propofed  an  amendment  upon  it ;  if  the  firft 
araendment  had  been  carried,  which  deiired  his  Majefly  not 
to  employ  perfons,  who  from  want  of  forefight  had  loft  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  his  aoaendment  wou{d  have  been 
to  have  added  the  words,  ^'  and  alfo,  that  bis  Majcfty  v^ould 
be  graciouily  pleafcd  nottoemploy  as  Minifters,  any  of  thofe 
whom   that  Houfe  had  declared  to  have  made  a  peace,  in 
which  the  conceflions  to  the  adverfarics  of  Great-Britain  were 
greater  than  they  were  entitled  to,  either  from  the  adual  (i>- 
tuation  of  their  refpe^live  polTcffions,  or  from  their  compa* 
rative  ftrength."     Had  both  thofe  amendments  been  l^forc 
the  Houfe,  and  certainly  the  one  was  as  fair,  or  more  fo, 
than  the  other,  (hccauie  it  flood  on  the  Journals  of  the 
Houfc,  which  the  other  did  not)   he  venly   believed  the 
Houfe  would  have  been  not  a  little  confufed  how  to  aA. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  iniifted  that  the  motion  of  laft 
year,  although  fupported  by  a  refpe^aUe  minority,  ought 
to  preclude  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ril^band,  furely  his 
candour  muft  make  him  acknowledge,  that  the  vote  of  the 
2iftof  February,  above  alluded  to,  rouft  equally  preclude 
the  noble  Earl,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treafury,     Well 
then,  what  would  be  the  confequence  }  Both  thofe  parties 
being  excluded,  there  would  be  only  one  fet  left  unimpeach- 
ed;  and  although  that  was  the  fet  he  moft  wiflied  for,  he 
{hould  have  voted  againft  both  i^mendmcnts,  confident,  that 
however  veipc£table  the  Rockingham  party  wcjre,  they  were 
not  fuffictent  to  ftand  alone. 

The  noble  Earl,  he  faid,  who  fecondcd  the  motion,  had 
treated  it  rather  too  ferioufly,  in  thinking  it  would  be  an  in- 
fringement on  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  He  was  ready 
to  own,  that  it  was  unconftttutional  in  that  Houfe  to  meddle 
with  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown ;   but  he  never  couW 
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agree  that  it  was  not  pcrfcftly  conftitutipnal  for  them  to  cn- 

?uirc  into,  and  to  ccnfure  the  conduA  of  the  advifers  of  the 
!rown,  whenever  occalion  called  for  it.  He  did  not  in  the 
prefcnt  inftance  conceive  it  poffible  for  the  calamitous  firoa- 
tion  of  the  country  f  arifing  from  the  five  weeks  want  of  a 
refponfible  adminiAration)  to  have  happened,  had  not  the 
Crown  been  ill  advifed.  Had  a  (ingle  hint  only  been  afforded 
thofe,  with  whom  he  aAed,  that  the  degree  of  confidence 
necelTary  to  carry  on  the  meafures  of  government  would  be 
placed  in  them,  every  thing  would  have  been  eafily  adjufted. 
The  motion  went  to  that,  and  therefore,  in  giving  it  his  fup- 
port,  he  could  not  think  he  countenanced  an  unconftitutional 
interference  with  the  prerogative ;  although,  had  the  mottoa 
borne  fuch  a  conftrudion,  as  the  noble  Lord  who  fecoodcd 
it  had  truly  faid,  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country  would 
have  been  a  full  juftiiication.  Let  the  noble  Earl  only  look 
at  the  fpecch  made  by  his  Majefty  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
fent feifion,  and  he  would  there  fee  a  lelTon  laid  down  to  the 
Houfe  ;  for  the  Minifter  had  made  his  Majefty  fay,  that  he 
knew  the  fentiments  of  the  people  better  than  their  reprefeo« 
tatives.  The  fpeech  recommended  the  Houfe  to  zEt  with 
temper  and  wifdom,  colle£lively  and  individually,  and  con- 
cluded with  faying,  *^  My  people  expe£t  thcfe  qualifications 
from  you,  and  I  call  for  them."  Surely,  he  faid,  the  Houfe 
had  an  equal  right  to  fay  to  the  throne,  ^*  The  people  cxpeft 
an  Adminiftration  they  can  confide  in,  and  to  you  they  call 
for  it."  — To  form  an  Adminiftration  of  that  kind,  be  faid, 
it  would  be  necelfary  to  call  forth  great  and  diftinguiflied 
abilities  from  all  parts  of  the  Houfe ;  it  muft  be  an  Admini« 
ftration  formed  on  a  broad  bafis. 

If  ever  it  was  right  to  forget  former  animofities,  to  forego 
ancient  orejudices,  and  to  unite,  it  was  right  now.  The  fitu- 
ation of  the  country  required  a  coalition  of  parties,  and  in 
order  to  attain  fo  great  an  objeft,  where  fo  much  was  at  ftake, 
and  to  form  an  Adminiftration  pn  a  bioad  and  permanent 
bafis,  he  was  ready  to  lliake  hands  even  with  thofe  oppofite 
to  him,  as  well  as  with  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband, 
and  from  out  of  the  three  parties  to  form  foch  an  Admini* 
ftration  as  the  country  could  look  up  to  with  hope  and  with 
confidence.  In  order  to  efie£l  this,  it  would  neither  be  wife 
nor  prudent  to  point  out  the  former  erroi^  of  one  party  or 
of  the  other,  but  to  lay  afide  the  recoUeflion  of  the  paft  for 
the  fake  of  being  able  to  do  well  for  the  country  in  future. 
With  regard  to  there  being  perfons  ready  to  accept  of  power, 
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it  was  a  fa&  that  there  were.  But  furely  for  men  to  be  rea- 
dy to  endeavour  to  ferve  their  country  in  a  nnoment  of  un- 
cocnmoa  difficulty  ;  with  a  table  full  of  great  and  important 
bulinefs^  with  a  loan  to  be  direflly  made,  with  many  other 
qucftions  of  infinite  magnitude^  prefiing  for  immediate  dif- 
cuffion  and  management,  and  with  the  profpe£t  of  a  power- 
ful oppofitioa :  under  all  thefe  circumftanccs  to  be  willing 
to  undertake  the  government  of  the  country  from  a  hope 
that  they  might,  by  an  union  of  abilities,  and  a  vigorous 
exertion  of  them,  mcue  the  empire  from  its  predent  calami- 
tous condition,  was  furely  a  matter  in  favour  of  thofe,  who 
were  ready  to  undertake  the  government,  and  the  more  en- 
titled them  to  the  thanks  and  confidence  of  that  Houfe  and  of 
the  couAtry  in  general.  With  regard  to  the  eagernefs  of 
gentlemen  fo  farcaftically  mentioned,  if  any  man  thought  in 
times  like  the  prefent,  that  he  and  thofe  who  afied  with  him^ 
were  influenced  merely  by  motives  of  a  perfonal  nature,  he 
was  willing  to  let  them  remain  in  that  opmion.  To  fuch  an 
argumeat  he  would  not  ofier  one  word  in  reply.  He  had 
heard,  he  obferved,  a  good  deal  from  an  honourable  gentle- 
map,  who  fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  about  the  new  friends 
and  new  conne£tions  of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband. 
He  was  a  little  furprifed  at  hearing  fuch  an  attack  from  fuch 
a  quarter.  He  was  not  old  enough  to  remember  it,  but  he 
underftood,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  fourteen 
years  ago,  quitted  thofe  who  were  now  the  noble  Lord*s  new 
allies,  then  the  honourable  gentleman's  old  friends,  to  join 
the  noble  Lord.  Was  it  more  reprehenfible  for  him,  and 
they  who  aded  with  him,  to  do  that  in  a  body  now,  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  do  fingly, 
as  an  individual,  fourteen  years  ago  ?  As  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fuggeftion,  that  the  difficulty  and  delay  that  had 
attended  the  arrangement  of  Minifters,  would  be  found  to 
have  arifen  from  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  heads 
of  the  two  parties  that  had  united,  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  miftaken.  He  did  not  believe  it  arofe  from  any  want  of 
difpoiition  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty  to  comply  with  the 
wiihes  of  his  pcopiv  ^nd  he  knew  that  it  originated  not  in 
any  difierence  among  thofe  who  had  formed  the  coalition, 
lb  much  difapproved  of  by  the  honourable  gentlem^in  who 
fpoke  laft.  IVith  regard  to  their  condufl  rel'pefting  the  ar- 
rangement, he  heartily  wifhed  he  was  at  liberty  to  itace  eve- 
ry particular  of  it  without  referve.  The  more  it  was  known, 
he  was  convinced,  the  more  it  would  be  approved.     It  could 
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hardly,  however,  be  faid,  that  there  was  no  Governinent, 
on  the  contrary,  for  thefe  five  weeks  paft  it  had  been  the  moft 
0|>en  and  bare- faced  Government  ever  known  in  this  country* 
Not  a  Government  by  Minifters,  not  by  a  Firft  Lord  of  the 
Treafury,  or  by  Secretaries  of  State,  thofe  puppets  and  in« 
firuments  of  ethers,  but  by  the  perfons  themfelves  who  had 
been  fuppofed  only  before  to  polfefs  fome  fecret  influence, 
but  who  now  ftood  forward  a6  the  private  advifers  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  a£t  in  oppoiition  to  the  wifhes  of  his  people  and  to 
the  fcnle  of  his  Parliament.     [During  this  Mr.  Fox  looked 
hard  at  Mr.  Jenkinfon.]    It  was^  he  verily  believed,  owing 
to  that  fecret  influence  alone,  that  fo  much  delay  had  hither* 
to  been  praAifed.     If  any  man  wifhed  to  fee  who  it  was  that 
had  for  five  weeks  paft  governed  the  kingdom,  and  ill  adriftd 
his  Majefty,  let  them  go  to  the  other  Houfe,  they  wonU 
there  find  the  great  advifcr  in  his  true  charafter.     Let  them 
mark  the  man,  they  would  fee  dlfiiculty,  delay,  fuUennefs, 
and  all  the  diilinguifhing  features  of  what  had  been  falfely 
termed  an  interregnum  of  Ad minift ration,  but  what  was,  as 
he  had  before  faid,  a  fample  of  the  moft  open  Govemmeot 
ever  known  in  this  country.     Mr.  Fox  adverted  to  other  to- 
pics ;  and  faid,  the  motion  had  his  hearty  approbation,  and 
he  trufted  that  there  could  be  no  obje£tion  to  it.     He  adfifed 
the  Houfc  by  all  ruenns  to  be  unanitnous  upon  it,  to  carry  up 
the  addrefs  to  the  throne  as  the  fenfe  of  that  Houfe,  upon 
the  want  of  an  Admin  i  ft  ration,  and  not  at  the  meafareof 
any  one  party  or  fet  of  men  whatever.     If  any  of  the  parti- 
cular words  of  it  were  deemed  ohje£tionable,  he  faid,  he 
could  anfwcr  for  his  honourable  friend  who  moved  it,  that 
they   fliould  be  given  up  or  altered,  as  the  Houfe  Ihould 
think  proper  ;  but  at  any  rate  he  hoped  it  would  pafs. 
TlihT**'         Governor  Johfiftone  iaid,  he  agreed  with  the  honourable 
^^^^j^^^^  ^^^  j^^j^  ^,.^j^  ^^  much  truth  and  energy,  depided 

the  melancholy  fituation  of  aflairs;  and  he  confefied  the 
great  neceility  of  an  Adminiftration  capable  of  reviving  the 
confcquence  and  dignity  of  this  country.  He  alio  admitted, 
that  it  was  unparliamentary  to  ufe  the  nameT>f  his  Majefiy 
in  debate,  within  thofe  walls,  and  yet,  he  faid,  he  fcaicely 
knew  how  it  waspoflible,  in  the  conrfc  of  fuch  a  difcuffioo  as 
the  queftion  called  for,  well  to  avoid  it.  But  if  fuch  a  deli- 
cacy was  due  in  that  refpe£V,  he  thought  it  no  lefs  fo  in  ano« 
ther.  If  the  name  of  the  perfon  of  royalty  was  not  to  be 
mentioned,  he  th  )ught  (Irong  charges  and  imputations  againft 
^  men  of  great  weight  and  ability  in  the  ftate^  ought  not  to  be 
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looiely  and  darkly  thrown  on%  and  that  upon  mere  aflertioo, 
unfupported  by  proof.    If  he  conceived  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  near  him  rightly,  in  refpeft  to  what  he  had 
faid  about  a  certain  noble  Lord,  (a  member  of  the  other 
Houfe) ;  he  alluded  to  a  learned  Lord,  [Lord  Chancellor 
Tburlow]  once  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  friend,  and 
on  whom  he  had  heard  him  pronoonce  the  loudeft  euloeiums^ 
and  declare  he  was  the  (ingle  exception  in  the  Admininration 
of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  who  ought  to  hold 
hiS' place  when  that  Adminiftration  was  compelled  to  refign. 
For  that  noble  Lord,  he  himlelf  had  long  entertained  the 
higheft  refped,  and  the  warmcft  friendfhip*    He  confidered 
him  as  a  real  pillar  of  the  ilate,  to  whom  this  country  might 
look  up  with  confidence,  as  a  prote£tor  of  its  connitution 
againil  thofe  mad  projects  of  reform,  which  threatened  its  an^ 
nihilation.    The  noble  Lord's  fliining  talents,  his  firmnefs 
of  mind,  and  above  all,  his  incorruptible  integrity,  entitled 
him  to  be  confidered  as  one  of  the  great  pillars  of  the  ftate, 
and  therefore  dark  infinuarions  againft  fuch  a  charaAer  ought 
not  to  be  liftened  to.     His  maxim,  the  Governor  faid,  had 
ever  been  to  name  the  perfon  liable  to  accufation,  and  to 
fopport  the  charge  with  proof.     In  juftice  and  in  fairncfs, 
that  maxim  ought  to  be  adhered  to  in  the  prefent  inftance. 
If  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  aAed  in  the  manner  infi* 
nuated,  and  had  been  the  caufe  of  keeping  this  country  fo 
long  without  an  Adminiftration,  either  by  giving  ill  advice 
to  bis  Majefty,  or  by  any  other  means,  the  noble  and  learn- 
ed Lord  was  a  great  criminal,  and  he  w^uld  withdraw  his 
friendfliip  from  him,  becaufe  he  would  give  his  friendship  to 
no  man  who  could  be  guilty  of  fo  much  bafenefs.     But  be* 
fore  he  withdrew  his  friendfliip  he  expeAcd  to  have  the  faft 
proved,  and  would  not  confent  to  prefume  its  verity  from 
loofe  furmife. 

With  regard  to  what  had  been  faid  about. forgetting  paft 
antmofiticsy  the  Governor  declared  he  highly  approved  of  the 
idea.  No  country  could  exift  for  a  long  time,  or  be  govern- 
ed with  any  fuccefs  if  animofities  and  prejudices  were  to  live 
for  ever;  but  it  was  not  fo  eafy  to  convince  the  people  at 
large  of  the  force  of  the  reafoning  which  proved  a  coalition 
neceflary.  The  prefent  moment  undoubtedly  called  for  una- 
nimity, and  that  an  Adminiftration  Ihould  be  formed  on  the 
broadcft  poflible  baiis.  He  wilhed  therefore  to  fee  a  coalition 
of  the  three  great  parties  take  place,  and  men  of  the  firft  abi- 
lities of  every  def'cription  be  included  in   Adminiftration, 

I  Such 
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Sudi  a  coalttion  would  give  an  amungeroent  equal  to  the  go- 
veroffient  ef  the  coumry  at  tbis  critical  memento  and  to 
which  tbe  wbde  fseople  wqjM  be  led  to  look  tip  with  iads- 
faftioB  aznd  confidenQe.  Tbe  bonoufable  gendenan  had  (aid, 
fac  would  coalefce  with  the  ex^minjftry,  and  take  fdaac  of 
them  into  his  arrangement.  Would  he  take  a  principal  in 
Admin iilration  from  that&t }  Let  the  honourable  geatfemaa 
anfwer  that  tjueftioa  in  the  affirmative,  and  he  would  own, 
that  was  a  proof  of  a  iinoere  deiire  to  form  a  real  coalition ; 
but  to  admit  one  or  two  of  the  ex-miniftry  into  fuboriiDa^ 
«fices,  did  not  by  any  means  come  up  to  his  idea  of  a  gene- 
Aral  coalitioQ  of  parties* 

With  reipeA  to  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  in  the  choice 
ef  Minifiers^  that  matter,  m  has  opinion,  depended  upon  an 
equal  balance ;  tbe  King  ought  net  to  be  alti^thcr  deprived 
^f  havto^  fome  choice,  ndner  ought  he  to  confute  his  pri- 
vate feelings  only.  The  public  weal  was  the  ohjcSt  that 
ought  to  operate  folely  in  the  appointment  of  Mtnifkers,  and 
public  coniiderations  fhould  alone  guide  the  royal  cboioe. 
The  cafe  on  the  one  hand  was  widely  difitrentfrom  that  of  a 
private  individual  chooiing  and  appointing  his  own  pcriboal 
iervants,  and  on  the  other,  the  royal  will  ought  not  to  be  ib 
far  cranked,  checked,  and  cootrouled,  that  his  Majefty 
ihould  be  rendered  a  mere  kiiigof  ftraw,— a  kingof  no- 
thing. Having  argued  this  point,  the  Governor  faid,  his 
only  obje£lion  to  the  motion  was,  that  it  did  not  go  far 
enough.  He  thought  his  Majefty  ought  not  only  to  &  ad- 
drefled  ao  form  an  Adminiftration,  but  that  means  ftioold  be 
taken  to  find  out  to  what  caufe  it  had  been  owing,  that  the 
country  had  been  kept  fo  long  without  any.  The  Governor 
in^-the  courfe  of  liis  fpeech  faid,  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribband,  till  within  thefe  fix  weeks,  had  as  much  of  the 
confidence  of  the  people  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom.  His 
character  became  more  and  more  underflood  and  refpeAed, 
and  he  was  dail3r  getting  ftronger  and  ftronger-in  the  pnUic 
opinion  ;  but  this  coalition  had  undoubtedly  aficAed  him  in 
the  opinion  of  many  of  his  friends. 
Mr*  Fox.  Mr.  Fftr,  in  explanation  faid,  he  had  ftill  as  high  perfbnal 
refpeAand  friendfnip  for  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  alluded 
to  by  the  honourable  gentleman  as  ever ;  he  had  merely  fpo- 
Icen  of  his  public  condu£^,  which  he  believed  had  been  mofl 
calamitous  in  its  effcA  to  the  country.  He  acknowled^  his 
^reat  abilities,  but  contended,  that  thev  rendered  their  pof* 
lefTor  more  an  objeft  to  be  dreaded^  as  tne  degree  of  mifchief 
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he  coold  do  bis  aMnotry  became  extenfivc  in  proportion  to  the 
c^enfivene&  of  bis  talents. 

Governor  Jobnjbmt  rate  agsin,  and  faid,  be  bad  alluded  Governor 
foldy  to  the  koflfourable  eendeKan's  profcffions  of  public  J»l»Bft<'a«- 
friendihip  for  the  learned  Lord ;  indeed,  to  have  biated  at 
bis  private  friendihip  in  that  or  any  other  inftance,  would 
have  been  equally  impertinent  and  improper. 

Mr,  Jetdunfon^  in  reply  to  the  infinuation  of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.jenkto. 
concerning  the  evil  advifers  of  bis  Majcfty,  and  the  fecret  ^^^' 
influence  behind  the  throne,  considered  himiclf  as  alluded  to 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  therefore  flood  up  to  refute 
the  charge  in  every,  and  in  the  fulleft  fenfe  of  its  unwar- 
rantable meaning.  He  faid  that  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
was  not  fo  limited  as  to  profcribe  any  Privy  CounfeUor 
the  prefence  of  his  lovereign,  or  to  take  from  that 
ibvcreign  the  advice  of  a  Privy  CounfeUor.  *— As 
to  fecret  influence,  he  denied  fuch  ever  to  have  exifted  »a 
him,  but  he  thou^t  that  when  his  Majefiy  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  iend  to  him  and  command  his  attendance,  be  was' 
bound  in  duty  and  refpeft  to  obey  the  fummons.  He  owned 
that  io  the  courfe  of  the  laft  five  weeks  he  had  been  with  his 
Majefty  more  than  once :  he  declared  that  he  never  did  go» 
excepcon  ofiicial  bufinefs,  and  when  he  was  fent  for;  and  that 
he  never  did  ufe  any  fecret  influence,  or  gave  any  advice  what- 
ibever,  which  was  not  warranted  by  the  flrongcft  principles 
of  national  juflice.  The  idea  ftarted  by  the  honourable  |;en» 
tleman  was  a  popular  trap  for  the  multitude ;  it  only  exifted 
in  imagination,  and  was  brought  forward  for  fbme  political 
purpofe,  to  which  the  Houfe  were  probably  at  this  day  no 
flrangers.  He  wifhed  that  his  condo£t,  in  and  out  of  the 
clofct,  could  with  propriety  be  opened  literally  and  minute-' 
ly  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  public.  He  would  ftand  tho 
teft  of  enquiry,  and  gladly  enter  on  the  bulinefs.  He  ap-* 
pealed  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  with  whom  he 
long  bad  the  honour  of  ferving,  whether  what  he  now  advan^t 
ced  was  truth  or  falfehood,  and  whether  during  the  ten  years 
they  had  ferved  together  in  office,  that  iecret  influence  fo  in- 
iidioufly  hinted  at  ever  had  exiftence.  He  not  only  appealed 
to,  but  he  called  on  the  noble  Lord  to  declare  it,  and  fucb 
confidence  bad  he  in  his  innate  principles  of  honour,  that  bv 
his  determination  he  fubmitted  to  abide.  As  to  what  fell  / 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  refpefting  another  inflrvmenc 
of  fecret  influence,  fo  far  as  it  met  his  belief  or  came  within 
his  knowledge,  be  declared  that  the  learned  Lord  alluded  to 
had  not  interfered  for  the  laft  ten  days,  and  that  the  matter 
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of  arrangement  entirely  refted  with  a  noble  Duke  and  bis 
friends.  There  indeed  fome  influence  might  have  exiftcd^ 
by  which  the  arrangement  might  have  been  retarded,  a  fe- 
cret  influence  among  the  contending  powers ;  fomethiog  with 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  was  perhaps  acquainted  ^ 
perhaps  not.  He  wiflied,  however,  that  thofe  who  charged 
him  with  undue  influence  could,  on  a  late  tranfaAion,  lay 
their  hands  on  their  hearts,  and  clear  themfelves  as  complete- 
ly from  the  foul  fulbicton  as  be  had  it  in  his  power  to  do. 
The  addrefs  moved  for  did  iK>t  meet  his  afli:nt :  he  coniider- 
ed  it  as  a  very  great  infringement  on  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  and  as  a  dangerous  precedent,  unwarranted  by  aay 
thing  fimilar  in  the  annals  of  this  country.  The  principal 
danger  lay,  not  in  what  now  wai  done,  but  what  in  future 
might  be  done  on  the  fame  plan.  One  innovation  leads  to  a 
fecond,  a  fecond  tb  a  third,  and  fo  on,  ftep  by  ftep,  until 
the  King  was  made  a  cypher,  a  king  of  ftraw.  There  were 
in  the  page  of  hiftory  fome  events  that  Ihould  be  a  waroiog 
how  iacred  the  conftituttonal  rights  of  the  Crown  ought  10 
.  be  held,  and  how  requifite  and  neceiTary  it  was  to  prefervc  die 
political  equilibrium  between  the  three  cftates.  It  was  urged 
as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  motion,  that  there  was  no 
precedent  for  this  country  being  (o  long  without  an  Admioi- 
ftration,  and  that  the  prefent  rotnifterial  interregnum  would 
be  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe  premifes  he  denied,  and 
of  courfe  could  not  agree  in  the  conclufion.  There  was  a 
time  when  this  country  was  three  months  without  an  Admi- 
siiftmtion.  it  was  in  the  year  1757.  Then  there  was  no 
Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  no  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
fluer,  and  the  Seals  were  in  poflfeffion  of  the  Juftices  of  the 
Uourt  of  King's  Bench;  yet  the  interregnum  did  not  mia 
the  kingdom,  although  England  was  then  engaged  in  a  very 
expenfire  and  bloody  war.  Upon  the  whole,  the  motion  ap« 
peared  to  him  improper ;  and  if  it  was  a  matter  of  conten- 
tion,  fliould  not  have  his  concurrence* 

Mr.  Afacdonald  had  not  any  ob)e£lioti  to  a  motion  which 
grounded  an  addrefs  to  the  throde  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances, 
and  in  that  light  the  want  of  an  Adminiftration  was  moft  un* 
doubtedly  to  be  coniklercd.  But  the  words  in  which  that  ad« 
dreft  was  to  be  conveyed,  and  the  manner  in  Which  it  in- 
fringed on  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  were  matten  of 
very  ferious  confideration  indeed.  He  therefore  wifhcd  to 
bear  what  could  be  faid  in  fupport  of  a  motion  which  not 
only  had  a  tendency  to  narrow  tiie  royal  prerogative,  butccr* 
uinly  conveyed  a  very  fcvcrc  ccnfurc  on  fomcbody.    There 
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was  in  it  fomething  that  wanted  explanation,  opennefs,  and 
candour,  before  it  went  to  the  throne,  fuppoiing  that  the 
idea  of  fuch  an  unprecedented  addrefs  met  the  wiihes  of  the 
Houfe,     When  any  thing  rcfpe^ling  the  Sovereign  came  inro 
debate,  it  was  his  tnaxim  to  treat.it  with  the  higheft  refpeA, 
aud  therefore  to  avoid  whatever  might  have  a  contrary  ten- 
dency,  his  intention  was  to  move  the  order  of   the  day; 
The  reafons,  bowevclr,  which,  in  his  judgment,  warranted 
him  tooppole  the  principles  of  the  motion,  were  founded  on 
fafts,  the  authenticity  of  which  he  had  as  yet  no  reafon  to 
doubt.  '  A  coalition  was  lately  formed,  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
aftonifhed  the  world;   it  was  a  coalition  of  fuch  oppoi?te 
principles,  of  fu<fh  contrary  opinions,  and  of  fuch  avowed 
political  enemies,   that  it  created  the  afionifhment  of  all 
ranlca..     The  public  wondered  at  it  in  one  body  ;  individually 
they  differed  ;  fome  few,  and  few  indeed  they  were,  appro* 
ved  the  junSion,  many  thought  it  improper,  and  ail  deteft- 
ed  it.     h,%  to  what  fell  from  the  honourable  gentleman  in  re* 
fpe£t  to  a  high  law  Lord,  [the  Chancellor]  if  there  was  any 
fccret  influence  in  that  quarter,  if  there  was  any  improper, 
any  uojuft,  any  unwarrantable  condu£t<  in  that  noble  Lord, 
why  not  bring  the  charge  openly  forward,  why  not  make  the 
complaint  explicitly,  and  if  there  be  guilt,  punifh  the  detin^. 
quent  ?  It  was  in  the  power  of  Parliament  To  to  do,  whenever 
the  matter  of  guile  could  be  fubftantiated.     But  thus  to  ac* 
tack  a  man's  charafler  by  inuendo,  to  make  him  a  political 
culprit  for  political  purpofes,  without  evidencing  the  crime, 
was  a  fpecies  of  parliamentary  privilege  that  ought  to  be  re- 
probated by  every  honeft  man.     This  maxim  of  the  new  co« 
alition,  to  run  down  every  man  whofe  principles  were  not  <fs 
pliable  and  as  verfatile  as  their  own,  was  a  dodrine  novel  in 
the  conftitution  of  true  patriots,  although  it  wa^  the  adopted 
fyilem  of  that  party  who  were  tofave  this  country,  undet 
the  appellation  of  whigs.     Whigs,  he  believed,  was  the  fa- 
vonhte  name  by  which  they  wifhecl  to  receive  their  new  bap'^ 
tifm,  through  the  promifes  made  for  them  by  the  godfathers 
of  this  remarkablt  coalition.     He  obfervcd,  that  it  was  true 
the  noble  peribn  alluded  to  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  de«^ 
fence  as  he  could  afford,  nor  was  he  to  be  injured  by  hinttf 
thrown  out  againft  him  by  the  right  honourable  gentle-< 
man.     An  tu  es  qui  cum  ilh  co/ff/«/«  .^— —  That  the  firft 
effe£ts  of  a  coalition,  were  to  be  a  junflion  incaftio'g  reflec* 
tions   on  that  .great    ch^ra&er,    be    fhould    not    be  very 
gre^itly  furprifed.     He  trufted  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
Vol,  iX.  Y  y  y  ribband 
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ribband  would  tvow  whether  he  conciirred  in  tliiakijig  that 
the  noble  Lord  alluded  to  bad  given  a  foilen  advicf ,  advice 
of  procraftination,  or  advice  deliberately  deftrudive  lo  the 
Crown.    If  thefe  were  ttie  firft  fruitt' of  the  coalitHW»  it 
would  plainly  Ihew  its  origin  and  inmtioo  in  their  iroe  co- 
lours.   It  doei  not  deferve^^faid  he,  the  refpefiaUe  ommdc  of 
cpalition ;  it  is  a  perverfion  of  words.    On  a  former  ocxa- 
fion  it  was  mentioned  by  a  right  honourable  genUemaii  [Mr. 
Pitt]  when  this  new  connubial  ft^te  was  fornoed,  that  to  hioa 
it  appeared  fo  ill  calculated  to  Wwer  the  purpof^jnf  ipatri- 
iponial  happincft,  that  he  forbid  the  banns«    -Ijiatriiiiooy) 
in  politics^  he  conceived  to  be  nearly  allied  to  matnoaony  in 
human  life ;  it  ought  to  be  founded  in  afiedion,  fupported 
by  a  fimilarity  of  ideas,  entered  into  for  the  real  happineis, 
comfort,  and  fatisfaflion  of  both  parties,  and  cooQcAcd  as 
well  by  their  mutual  fentiment  as  by  their  recipro6d  feeling. 
The  coalition  alluded  to  could  not,  in  his  opinion,  aofwer 
-  thofe  purpofes,  as  the  parties  were  oppofite.    They  had^  on 
^very  material  queftion,  differed  in  fentiment,  in  opinion, 
and  m  every  ciTeotial  point  that  ms  rcquifite  to  forma  lafting 
and  permanent  fyftcm  of  Admimftration.  For  thefe  leafoof, 
and  furely  they  were  rcafons  founded  in  truth,  there  could 
not  be  any  conftitutional  good  expe£led  from  an  Adminiftra* 
^ion  formed  on  fuch  principles.    Interefti  that  jarred  in  ien* 
timent,  however  they  might,  for  a  moment,  tune  in  uniibn, 
yet  could  never  make  harmony  for  any  length  of  time* 
Coalition  implies  fome  eouality  of  power,  and  the  means  of 
cnforcin£  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the  parties  had 
afted.    But  what  was  Uiat  equality  of  power  to  have  been } 
■  The  noble  Lord  in  the  cabinet,  and  perhaps  another  fdeod 

now  to  be  ftiled  whigs,  and  a  few  places  of  mere  profit  to  a 
few  other  friends.  One  of  two  things  muft  be  the  caie^  that 
ihe  noble  Lord's  principles  and  thofe  of  his  new  allies  being 
diametrically  oppofite,  the  one  or  the  other  muft  have  yield- 
ed. Could  it  oe  believed  that  thofe  whde  power  was  to  ez« 
ceed  his,  as  ten  to  one  upon  the  whole,  and  at  leaft  two  to 
^ne  in  the  cabinet,  would  furreoder  their  principks }  What 
was  a  man  to  think  who  had  fupported  him  for  years  under 
every  mortifying  abufe  as  oHe  of  a  venal  and  corcnpc  m^- 
fity,  and  Who  would  do  To  again,  if  the  fame  contefl  were  again 
10  be  fought  over,  when  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  na« 
tion  were  at  ftake,  finding  that  the  noble  Lord  had  kood^ed 
under  (as  the  vulgar  but  expreffive  phvafc  was)  to  diofe  whofe 

4  principles 
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principles  of  governo^ent  be  thought  mtnous  to  the  nation  f 
They  muft  conclude  themfeWet  and  thoie  princijiles  deferted, 
when  tfacT  found  that  the  noble  Lord  was  not  to  have  a  tyth^ 
of  the  power  and  influence  in  council  necelTary  to  fupport 
thofe  principles. 

The  noble  Lord  would  find>  that  oppofition  to  the  princi« 
pies  of  his  new  friends  was  as  ftronga  motive  of  aftioo  with 
his  majority  as  attachment  to  himfelf^  which  was  alfo  certain^^ 
ly  a  ftrong  motive  from  the  integrity  of  the  noble  Lord's  in- 
tentions ;  it  appeared,  however,  that  they  were  now  confi- 
dered  as  paiSng  by  delivery  from  hand  to  hand,  tike  bills  of 
exchange. 

He  wiihed,  he  faid,  to  call  back  the  remembrance  of  the 
minifterial  negotiators  to  the  delay  of  forming  an  Admintr 
llration,  and  to  aik  them  (erioufly  the  occafion  of  that  delay, 
and  to  what  was  owing  the  non-formation  of  a  Miniftry  ? 
It  was  not,  certainly,  to  any  delay  on  the  part  of  thofe 
whofe  principles  were  opponte  to  the  honourable  parties 
alluded  to.  He  apprehended  that  there  was  among  the  nobid 
Duke's  friends  a  divifion  about  power,  and  that  becaufe  there 
appeared  a  majority  on  one  fide  that  might  outweigh  the  in« 
tereft  of  the  other,  it  followed  that  this  amicable  coalition 
could  not  coale(ce«  He  appealed  to  die  honourable  gentle«^ 
mao^  and  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  if  this  was 
not  the  faft ;  and  if  their  divifions  and  their  difputes  were  not 
the  caufii  of  this  country  being,  at  prefenr^  without  an  Ad* 
miaiftration.  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  was  t6 
have  only  a  tythe  of  the  power ;  and  therefore,  in  fuch  an 
Adminiftration,  he  muft  confiderhis  abilities,  his  inclina- 
tion, and  his  principles  loft.  He  admired  the  conduA,  the 
perfeverance,  and  the  honourable  motives  that  marked  the 
Adminiftration  in  which  that  noble  Lord  took  the  lead  ;  but 
as  they  now  muft  be  totally  changed,  or  have  loft  their  con** 
fequential  weight ;  this,  among  a  variety  of  other  reafons, 
maMie  him  look  upon  this  unnatural  conne£(ion  in  the  light 
he  did.  He  added,  that  the  public,  that  all  mankind,  had 
the  fame  opinion  of  it,  and  reprobated  it  as.  much  wiinout 
doors  as  he  did  within,  and  as  he  fuppofed  would  be  the  cafe 
with  every  man  who  gave  himfelf  time  to  confider  the  pre*  * 

ntifes,  and  form  an  opinion  of  the  conclufion.  For  years 
tc^ther,  there  had  not  been  a  particle  of  fimilarity  in  one  ff 
thofe  refpcAs,  between  the  preicnt  parties  to  the  fuppofed 
marriage.  Was  the  noble  Lord  fatisfied  that  the  power  of 
the  Gt-owQ'  was  too  great  ?  A  moft  importaut  ground  of  dif- 

Y  y  y  a  fcrcngel 
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fereilce !  For  his  own  part,  ht  faid,  he  cared  not  who  knew 
his  principles  in  politics.  He  bad  a  right  to  form  and  to  en- 
tertain  them,  and  was  bound  to  a£l  up  to  them.  He  tbooght 
^c  democracy  more  to  be  feared  than  the  regal  power,  if 
the  firft  debate,  he  added,  under  the  coalition,  (which  had 
no  more  title  to  that  appellation  than  if  hiring  a  clerk  (hould 
be  called  coalefcing  with  him)  ftarted  in  refle£ting  00  die 
great  and  learned  Lord,  he  would  put  it  to  thofe  who  dif- 
claimed  profcribing,  whether  the  common  opinion  was  true, 
that  that  noble  Lord  had  been  profcribed  near  a  fortnight 
ago  ^  Would  they  fay  that  he  could  be  fuppofed  to  volunteer 
with  his  advice  after  that,  or  had  fo  done  ?  He  would  not 
believe  it.  The  qucfiion,  however,  was  now  ferious,  for 
the  propofcd  addrefs  affumed  —  that  blame  lay  fomewberr. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fpokon  out,  and  fiated 
where  that  blame  lay.  The  world  would  conlider  that  expo- 
iition  in  a  manner  as  part  of  the  addrefs,  and  it  became  ne- 
ceilary  for  the  fame  gentleman  to  retrad  that  aifertion,  or  to 
give  gfounds  amounting  to  a  reafonable  proof  of  it.  The 
aH'ertion  was,  that  the  learned  Lord,  from  a  fuUen,  dilatory, 
and  hoftile  difpofition  to  the  public  welfare,  had  advifcd  the 
delay  which  had  happened.  He  concluded  with  obfcnring, 
that  this  addrefs  came  near  to  trenching  on  the  pHerpgaiivc. 
That  every  paiTage  of  our  hidory  ihewed,  that  forcing  the 
Crown,  uniformly  ended  in. its  power  recoiling  very  ftrongly 
on  the  fubje£t  fooner  or  later.  That  evident  and  dear  ad* 
vantage  ought  to  be  feen  in  every  proceeding  tending  that 
way.  It  was  not  enough  that  it  may  do  no  harm,  or  may 
do  fome  good  ;  and  as  the  new-invented  arrangement  had 
been  announced  by  the  mover,  as  at  an  end  fo  recently  as 
ycfterday  evening  or  this  morning,  it  mij^ht  be  reafonable  to 
paufe,  and  to  call  for  the  order  of  the  day,  fo  as  to  leave  it 
depending,  if  that  fliouid  be  agreeable  10  the  Houfc. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Macdonatd,  took  a  comprehen- 
fivc  view  of  the  coalition,  and  reprobated,  in  the  ftrongcft 
terms,  every  iniinuation  and  charge  made  by  the  honouraUe 

fenricman.  He  faid,  his  very  fevere  attack  on  tlie  noble 
*ord  in  the  blue  ribband  need  not  give  his  Lordfhipany 
pain  ;  for  as  it  was  early  in  the  debate,  it  was  probable,  and 
there  was  a  precedent  for  it,  that  the  honourable  genclemaa 
'^fo're  the  rifing  of  the  Houfe  would  get  up  and  make  an 
apohigy  for  what  he  had  faid,  or  at  any  rate  it  might  be  ex- 
pefted  by  the  next  day  at  farthefl.  He  denial  that  the  de- 
lays of  forming  a  miniftry  were  at  the  doors  of  the  Duke 

of 
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of  Portland  and  his  friends;  they  lay  cUewhcrc.     It  wa%* 

without  queftion,  the  Lord  Chancsllor  that  he  meant  as  the 

fecrct  adviier  of  the  Crown,  and  the  caufe  of  the  delay  ia 

the  choice  of  an  adminiftration«     He  avowed  the  charge,  he 

wiQied  not  to  conceal  his  opinion  or  his  fentiments,  and  he 

openly  averred,  tha|  to  the  noble  Lord  he  looked  for  the 

influence  which  at  prefent  directed  the  Sovereign.  — —  His 

Fcafbns  for  fo  doing  were  thefe ;  that  as  there  was  not  any 

iirft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  any  ofteniible  Minifter  to  be  an- 

fwerablC)  the  Chanoellor,  of  courfe,  was  the  perfon  to  he 

confidered  as  the  only  official  man  from  whom  his  Majefiy 

conid  receive  advice  ;  and  therefore  he  alluded  to  that  learned 

Lord*     That  there  was  influence,  that  there  was  (ccretcoun- 

cily  he  believed  no  man  doubted.     The  coalition  alluded  to 

by  the  learned  gentleman  had,  it  feemed,  met  difapproba- 

tjon,  becaufe  old  enemies  had  become  new  friends;  because 

thofe  who  diifered  on  former  points  had,  in  prefent  matters, 

come  to  an  agreement.    Was  this  fo  extraordinary  an  affair  } 

Was  reconciliation  fuch  an  improper,  fuch  an  unprecedented, 

(bch  an  unparliamentary  maxim  ?  Surely  not !    The  empire 

was  thrown  into  convulfions ;  the  ftate  was  without  an  helai, 

and  the  kingdom  without  a  government.     As  to  what  the 

honoarable  gentlemen  alledged  in  refpe£):  to  the  coalition 

occafioning  the  delay,  he  was  mifinformed ;  and  as  to  what 

he  faid  about  the  contention  in  that  coalition  for  power^  bis 

information  was  not  the  fa£l«     This  he  boldly  advanced  as 

a  truth  incontrovertible,'  becaufe  it  was  founded  in  that  which 

could  not  be  controverted.     The  coalition  alluded  to  by  the' 

gentleman  was  founded  on  a  pri(u:iple  to  which  every  honeft 

man  in  the  kingd9m  muft  agree.      It  was  founded  on  a 

principle  that  went  to  reconcile  old  animoiities,  and  to  form 

an  adminiftration  upon   a  permanent,  found,  and  conilitu- 

tional  foundation.     Such  was  the   adminiftration  that  this 

country  wanted,  and  fuch  only  was  the  adminiftration  that 

could  relieve  it  from  its  prefent  difficulties.     Much  had  been 

faid  about  old  enemies  re-uniting.   He  took  the  liberty  again 

to  mention  the  circumftance,  and  he  demanded  if  that  was 

improper  or  impolitic.     Political  differences,  and  the  diver- 

fified   interefts  of  party,  had  brought  this  kingdom  to  its 

prefent  unhappy  fituation.     And  as  by  the  recent  and  former 

examples  of  a  want  of  coalefcence,  there  were  evident  proofs 

the  empire  could  only  be  happy  in  the  unanilliity  of  Parlia* 

ment ;  fo  it  followed,  that  coalitions  to  cffcGt  that  unanimity 

were  conftitutionaily  proper.    When  the  Houfe  looked  at.the* 

buiioefs  . 
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ImflneA  op^ti  the  %Mt^  ythtn  they  confidered  the  fltoitioo  of 
afl^ir^  sit  home^  and  iht  fitUMioil  of  afTairi  abroad,  and  wWn 
they  looked  to  the  probable  and  certain  conftquenc^  it  moft 
be  natural  to  conelade,  that  nothing  cotiid  fave  this  coootr j 
ttom  rilin^  bat  a  vigoroos,  Virtoons,  and  fteady  adtfitiiiftra- 
tiort.   Something  had  be^n  faid  by  tbe  honodrable  g<fotleAan, 
(Mr.  McDonald)  that  alluded  to  a  Venal  tribe^  as  always  ap- 
pli«]  to  thofb  who  had  fapported  the  adminiftratioD  of  tbe 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband.    He  wiihed  to  knoW  wtie- 
ther  by  that  defcription  the  honourable^  gentleman  meant  theft 
Who  changed  theif  opinion,  thofe  who  left  him,  becanfe,  as 
they  thcihretVes  contdndcid,  be  had  not  <b  great  a  power  aa 
formerly  of  providing  for  his  friends,  or  thofe  who  ftill  ad- 
hered to  hiro  without  the  profpeft  of  reward,  and  had  not 
joined  others  who  were  likely  to  pay  better.    If  he  meant  the 
fbrmer,  then  the  honourable  gentleman  fpoke  from  comric- 
tion.     As  to  what  had  been  faid  relbefting  a  majority  of  tn- 
ttreft,  he  denied  any  fuch  idea.    There  was  indeed,  as  alrea* 
dy  obpsrved,  fome  flight  difference  in  refpefito  the  coalition, 
but  out  of  the  five  weeks  negotiation,  that  only^took  up  tea 
hours,  and  was  then  finally  adjufled  and  conclufivcly  fettled. 
The  charge,  therefore,  in  that  refpc£^,  was  groundlefi.    'He 
begged  pardon  for  again  repeating  this  matter  to  the  Honfe, 
but  as  it  was  urged  in  a  flrong  manner  againft  a  noble  Doke^ 
he  thought  he  could  not  too  much  imprels  the  fubjefi  oa  the 
attention  of  the  Houfc. 

In  anfwerto  the  learned  gentleman's  companion  of  the  no-* 
Me  Lord  to  a  clerk  hired  into  the  fervice  of  the  Whigs/  he 
iaid,  the  learned  Lord  on  the  woolfack  had  been  exaAly  loch 
af  clerk  toboth  the  Adroiniftrattons  he  had  taken  a  (hare  in,  and 
be  appealed  to  the  learned  gentleman,  whether  his  friend  the 
learned  Lord  upon  the  woolfack  would  condefeehd  to  confidcr 
himfelf  as  a  mere  clerk,  or  thank  him  for  the  comparifon. 

The  tnction  before  the  Houfe,  therefore,  became  a  mattrr 
abfehitely  requiiite  to  be  adopted.  The  people  demanded  it, 
sfnd  the  kingdom  wanted  it ;  therefore  it  Inould  have  his  con* 
curyence.  The  honourable  gentleman  faid  he  meant  die  mo- 
tion for  the  addrefs,  and  not  the  motion  moved  for  the  pre- 
vious queftion. 

He  took  notice  of  wliat  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Jenkinfoa  rt- 
fpcAing  his  giving  the  King  his  advice;  he  admitted,  that 
beingf  a  Privy  Counfellor,  he  had  a  right  fo  to  do,  but  what 
be  found  fault  with  was,  he  declared,  not  that  the  honoora^ 
Me  gentleffian  gave  bit  Majefly  hit  advice^  but  that  he  ^ave 

it 
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it  him  10  ibcietf  T^ci^  tay  xhfi  rpb  ;  let  it  be  public,  ]m  it 
be  ia  the  face  of  the  covacil,  tb;^  ibc  honoorable  gtotlcmw 
was  bis  Majefty's  ?dvirer»  ancl  therf  would  he  oo  barm  in  the 
bafiAefs,  |ior  ^nj  ihing  fufpicious  is  it ;  sw  the  matter  &9049 
the  cafe  was  widely  dimreat, 

Th^iFT  was  another  m^t^f  occurred  tobiiP}  which  he  beg- 
gPd  ^WrYC  to  meptiou,  it  WM  goncerning  the  political  iutet- 
regnum  meotioned  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr* 
JenMo^n,)  He  laid>  he  recolUAed  the  circumftance  allu- 
ded tPg  but  that  thcr^  V4$  a  miftating  in  what  the  right  hq- 
iHKUK^hle  gcoileman  faidi  for  10  the  yeaf  1757,  the  Dukf  of 
Deyoofliire  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  Trcafury,  and  Mr. 
Lcggf  —  (here  Lord  John  C^vep^ih  nodded  to  Nft*  Foar, 
and  ^ihed  to  fct  him  right)  *—  Mr.  Fox  proceeded^  and  faid, 
that  although  that  might  be  the  cafe,  even  fuppofing  wb^t 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  had  faid  to  be  ftriSlly  corrc^i, 
yet  it  contained  no  rcafon  why»  ii9  this  day's  eaiergcncy,  we 
ihould  copy  from  paft  times,  and  argue  on  th^  occcffity  of  a 
prcfentevil  from  the  exiftence  of  a  former  misfortune. 

Sir  C*  Turtur  iaid,  he  mdk  trouble  the  Hpufe  with  ^  few  Sir  CTar- 
words,  as  his  opinion  had  been  required  from  peribns  in  Ire-  ^^* 
land,  America,  ^ndalmoft  every  part  of  England;  he  would 
therefore  freely  give  it.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  ha(d  bee«  one  of  the  great  fuppor^ 
ters  of  the  Americs^n  war,  which  was  the  caule  of  all  oik 
mitfortuues.  That  eufkd  war,  be  iaid^  had  ruined  this 
kingdom,  and  had  dq>rived  him  of  i^oooi.  per  annuno,  ther^ 
fore  he  had  4  juft  right  to  reprobate  it.  Another  caufe  of 
our  misfortunes  waa  owing  to  ih^  authors  not  being  impeach-* 
fd;  if  they  had  been  impeached,  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  Uoufe  to  have  done,  it  would  have  deterned  others  ^om 
treading  in  the  fame  fleps;  bet  now  they  faw  plainty  thait 
delinquency  was  the  high  road  to  preferment,,  and  if  s^uy 
lending  man  in  the  Honfe  would  fell  his  coofeience,  be 
would  infore  him  a  peerwe*  To  commit  pdltical  crimes, 
ws^  the  fnre  road  to  titles,  penfion%  and  ribbands.  He 
wi(hed  the  noble  Lord  had  been  only  rewarded  with  ribbands, 
it  would  not  have  coft  the  conntry  fo  much*  He  had  at  one 
time  hoped  the  noble  Loid  would  have  been  punifl^  by  ex* 

GIfion,  and  that  he  would  have  been  font  up  to  the  other 
raft^  to  fit  along  with  a  noble  Earl,  a  principal  inflru* 
ment  in  carrying  on  the  American  war,  where  they  might 
bach  have  heU  a  converfatioa  on  the  fubjeft  tocetheis.  .I'hc 
coaUtion  to  iDU9b  talked  of^  h^  faid^  had  aftoniflipd  the 

whole  ' 
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whole  nation,  and  no  perfon  more  than  himfelf ;  be  was  forrj 
to  fee  it,  as  his  worthy  friend  Charles^  who  was  his  leader, 
2nd  to  whofe  back  he  thought  himfelf  tied,  as  one  of  his 
I  peCus,  to  be  led  Vbercver  he  drove,  [here  the  boooarable 
member  turned  round  to  look  for  Mr.  Fox,  who  had  fat 
behind  him ;  but  who  during  his  fpeech  had  come  and  (ae  on 
the  fame  bench  with  him,  which  caufed  a  laugh]  had  ma- 
terially hurt  himfelf  with  fuch  a  coalition;  he  had  forfeited 
much  of  his  popularity,  for  the*  noble  Lord,  with  whom  be 
had  coalefced,  ought  to  have  been  expelled  that  Houfe. 
The  noble  Lord,  he  faid,  undoubtedly  in -his  private  life 
bore  the  bcft  of  chara£Vers,  iiideed  his  whole  family  were 
amiable;  hut  in  public  life,  in  politics,  he  had  been  unfor- 
tunate, therefore  he  was  certain  his  right  honourable  friend 
in  making  the  coalition  had  ddne  wrong;  but  he  made  no 
•doubt  he  would  bring  himfelf  cleanly  through,  for  his  heart 
was  boneft  and  good,  but  in  the  prefent  inftance  his  bead 
had  done  the  mifchief. 

He  would  tell  the  Houfe,  he  faid,  his  opinion  of  mar- 
riages; they  were  fometimes  made  for  the  fake  of  intercft 
and  power,  and  he  made  no  doubt  the  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  McDonald)  would  agree  with  him.  On  the  whole, 
he  faid,  he  reprobated  the  coalition;  he  wiflied  it  might  turn 
out  well;  he  made  no  doubt  it  was  well  intended,  but  he 
was  fearful  it  would  not  anfwer  the  end. 
LeiriNottb.  Lord  North  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have  troubled 
the  Houie  with  any  obfervation  of  his,  but  he  felt  himfelf 
fb  materially  called  on,  that  in  fad  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able to  lie  ftilL  The  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  McDonald) 
bad  made  ufe  of  a  ftrange  aflcrtion,  he  had  faid  that  fome 
approved  of  the  coalition,  many  reprobated  it,  and  all  de- 
tcited  it;  how  he  coix\d  reconcile  to  himfelf  fuch  ftrange con- 
tradidions  he-was  at  a  lofs  to  know  ;  but  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  allowed  that  fome  approved  of  the  coalition, 
he  would  in  defence  of  it  fay  a  few  words :  The  coalition 
had  been  formed  with  the  moft  fair  and  hooouarble  views  :  it 
was  not,  as  had  been  infinuated,  by  either  party  giving  up 
their  principles;  he  had  not  given  up  his,  iior  did  he  reqoire 
that  thofe  with  whom  he  had  coalefced  (houtd  give  uptheirsl 
He  maintained,  he  faid,  the  fame  opinions  uill  rei'pefiing 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  by  no  means  thought  it 
too  great.  The  ftrange  vote  which  the  Houfe  had  come  to^ 
'*  That  the  influence  of  the  crown  had  increafed,  was  ftiU 
increafing,  and  ought  to  be  deiminirnedyV  wds  feen  to  bt 

erroneous^ 
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erroneous,  he  trufted  by  almoft  every  perfon,  and  •certainly 
he  was  againft  it  when  made,  and  continued  ftill  of  the  lame 
opinion.    His  Lordfhip  faid  farther,  that  be  was  forty  to  fee 
the  little  confequence  of  a  coalition  founded  on  a  (incere 
wi(h  to  form  a  broad,  permanent,  and  firm  adminiftration 
come  ib  foon  acrofs  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  arid  that  inflead ' 
of  coniidering  whether  by  confenting  to  forget  former  ani- 
moiities,  and  to  facrifice  prejudices  of  fome  years  fianding, 
fuch  a  coalition  might  not  take  place  as  would  enable  the 
country  to  derive  advantage  from  it,  fears  fliould  be  enter-** 
tained  and  avowed,  leaft  one  of  the  leaders  of  that  coalition 
ihould  not  have  a  power  of  diftributing  a  fufiiciently  large 
Ihare  of  the  loaves  and  fifhes  (as  they  were  vulgarly  called) 
among  his  former  friends  and  adherents.     When   he  had 
brought  himfelf  to  confent  to  the  coalition  that  had  been  fo 
much  talked  of,  was  it  fit  for  him  to  be  ftickling  for  power^ 
or  jealous  of  other  mens  having  more  than  himfelf?  His  ob-*' 
je£t  was  far  different.     It  was  to  put  an  end  to  that  difcord 
that  had  fo  long  torn  anddillraded  the  country,  tolay  afleep 
that  fpirit  of  difl'eniion,  and  diviiion  that  had  but  too  fatally  * 

marked  its  progrefs,  and  in  its  ftead  to  reilore  unanimity,  to 
to  give  us  peace  at  home,  and  to  bring  once  more  within 
our  view  the  domeftic  happinefs  and  foreign  greatnefs  oT  this 
now  exhaufted  country.     1  he  worthy  Baronet  had  faid  he 
deferved  to  be  expelled,  on  account  of  the  American  war ; 
that  would  have  been  a  cruel  fentence,  for  however  the  war 
had  turned  out,  he  had  entered  upon  it  with  a  good  intent. 
He  was  convinced  then  of  the  juftnefs  of  the  meafure,  and 
it  would  be  cruel  to  try  him  by  the  event,  as  it  had  proved 
isnfortunate.     The  fituation  of  this  country  at  the  com- 
mencement of  that  war  was  fuch  as  to  jufiify  the  meafure, 
and  to  give  a  profpeCl  of  fuccefs  ;  however,  that  point  was 
now  at  an  end,  and  however  he  and  the  friends  with  whom  he 
bad  coalelced  might  difFtr  on  fome  particular  points,  he  trufl- 
ed  they  would  be  able  to  aft  together  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
perfeflly  to  agree  in  matters  which  lefpefted  the  good  of  the 
empire;  the  perfons  who  reprobated  the  coalition,  he  faid, 
forgot  that  it  was  almoft  iippoflible  for  any  perfons  in  that 
Houfe  to  agree  together,  who  had  not  materially  difFtrcd  or 
many  grand  and  important  qucftions.     The  prel'cnt  adminif- 
tration,  he  faid,  (if  there  was  any)  was  compoded  of  per- 
fons who  had  ma^terially  differed  'in  politick,  anrf  when  the 
Houfe  confid^red  that  there  was  in  the  nation  three  great  p^ir- 
Vol.  \X.  Zzi  iic$ 
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ties  at  lead,  to  form  a  coalition  two  of  thofe  {>arties  muil 
join ;  and  although  the  coalition  was  fo  ftrongly  reprobated, 
every  perfon  agreed,  that  an  adininiftration  fhould  be  formed 
on  as  broad  a  bads  as  poffiblc ;  perhaps  they  meant  an  ad* 
miniftration  ccmpofed  of  all  the  three  parties ;  if  that  was 
their  meaning,  he  had  no  objection  to  agreeing  with  tbem. 
Certainly  the  divided  and  diftraded  ftate  of  the  empire  called 
aloud  for  every  perfon  of  abilities  to  il^nd  forth  ;  and  he 
'    hoped,  that  whenever  an   arrangement  did  take   place,  it 
would  be  fuch  as  to  anfwer  the  end  propofed.     He  bad  been 
particularly  called  on,  he  faid,  by   an  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  JenkinfOn)  to  declare  whether  he  ever,  during  his  ad- 
ininiftration, found  any  fecret  influence  lurking  behind  the 
throne  that  fruftrated  his  intentions;  he  would  freely  coofefs 
that  he  never  did;  he  had,  while  in  ad iiiinift ration,   fre- 
quently received   advice  from  that  honourable  gentleman; 
lor  which  he  was  much  obliged  to  him  i  but  he  never  knew 
that  he  had  given  any  fecret  advice  to  his  Sovereign,  that  he 
would  not,  if  there  was  occafion,  publicly  juftify  :  be  wu 
alio  called  upon,   he  faid,    refpeding  his  opinion,  whether 
the  Lord  Chancellor  had  not  given  fuch  fecret  advice ;  he 
coald  not  fay  that  he  knew  of  any  fuch  advice  having  been 
given;  that  learned  Lord  he  had  the  honour  to  zGt  with  for 
•  many  years ;  he  always  found  him  an  able,  honcfi  and  upright 
man,  and  believed  him  worthy  of  the  office  he  filled. 

With  refpefl  to  the  delay  that  had  been  given  to  an  ar- 
rangement being  formed,  he  could  only  fay  that  it  had  not 
proceeded  from  any  fault  of  his  or  of  the  noble  Duke  witK 
whom  he  had  coalef(;cd;  it  was  not  owing  to  any  dilii^ree- 
ment  between  them,  any  quarrel  for  power,  or,  as  he  had 
already  faid,  for  a  diftribution  of  the  loaves  and  fiflies. 
With  refpeft  to  the  latter  he  had  heard  more  al)Out  them,  and 
fccn  more  anxiety  for  them  fince  he  came  into  the  Houfe, 
than  he  had  difcovered  during  the  whole  of  the  negotiation 
alluded  to. 

The  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  McDonald)  had  felthitnfclf 
much  hurt  at  the  coalition  that  was  formed,  and  had  faid, 
'that  he  had  given  up  his  principles  and  dcfcrted  his  friends; 
he  wiftied  to  hear  in  what  he  had  given  up  his  principles,  or 
which  of  his  friends  he  had  defcrted ;  he  knew  of  neither : 
he  had,  he  faid,  during  a  long  adminiftration,  received  ibc 
honour  of  a  numerous  fupport  from  that  Houlc,  and  be 
irufted  he  ftill  fliould  be  fupported  by  them,  lie  haJ  not 
f  urcha.ed  them  as  the  learned  gentleman  alluded  to,  n^r  ('id 

he 
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he  coniider  them  as  a  bill  of  cxchanpfe  that  he  could  indorrc 
over  to  any  partjr ;  he  hoped  thofc  who  had  fupported  him 
aded  from  principle,  and  would  ftill  continue  to  do  fo.  If 
there  were  any  that  aftcd  from  other  motives,  the  learned 
gentleman  knew  it  better  than  he  did,  conlequcntly  was  better 
qualified  to  fpeak  on  the  lubjeft.  When  he  was  inclined  to 
form  a  coalition  for  the  purpofe  he  had  flated,  would  it  have 
been  wife  or  expedient  to  ftickle  for  particular  points  of  ad- 
vantage— or  for  fuperiority  of  power  either  this  way  or  that 
way  ?  furely  no  man  would  fay  fo. 

The  motion  before  the  Houfe  was,  in  UJs  opinion,  a  very 
propjer  one;  for  it  was  now  five  weeks  fince  there  was  any- 
fixed  or  oftenfible  Adminiflration  ;  and  certainly  the  country 
never  ftood  in  greater  need  of  a  permanent  one  than  they  do 
at  prefent.  The  time  mentioned  by  his  honourable  friend, 
in  the, year  1757,  he  pcrfcftly  well  remembered  ;  that  cer- 
tiinly  was  bad  enough,  but  it  was  difFrrent  from  the  prefent  ; 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  then  continued  at  the  head  of  the 
T.eafury,  and  Mr.  Legge  had  only  withdrawn  himfel(;  the 
f  ippiies  nndoubtcdly  went  on ;  the  ways  and  means  were 
formed,  and  bufinefs  did  not  fland  ftill.  Almoft  a  fimilar 
affair  happened  laft  year:  on  the  27th  of  February,  1781, 
he  looked  upon  it  that  his  Adminiftration  received  a  mortal 
ftab  by  the  vote  refpcfting  the  American  war ;  it  was  fuifi- 
cient  warning  to  him  of  the  danger  of  the  difordtr  ;  the  Ad* 
miniftration  lingered  for  fome  time^  during  which  they 
moved  their  fupplies,  and  opened  their  budget ;  but  every 
phyiician,  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  political  conftitution  ^ 
of  this  country,  faw  the  defperate  flate  m  which  the^.  patient 
was  then  lying  on  its  death-bed ;  and  on  the  27th  of  March 
they  were  verified  in  their  opinion,  for  then  it  totally  expired. 
The  prefent  Adminiilration,  he  faid,  had  received  fufficient 
warning  of  their  fate,  and  it  was  high  time  that  another  had 
been  formed. 

Mr.  ChanceUor  Pitt  did  not  think  that  the  prefent  motion  Wr.chin^ 
was  any  breach  of  the  conftitutional  prerogative  of  thcccUorPuu 
Crown,  Or  that  it  had  any  affinity  to  what  feemed  to  be  the 
opinion  of  fome  gentlemen  in  refpcft  to  a  parliamentary  right 
of  the  commons  to*  interfere  in  a  matter  where  the  well  bemg 
of  the  empire  confiftcd  in  the  formation  of  a  Miniftry.  He 
had  however  to  oblerve  fp  the  Houle,  that  it  was  a^aiter 
which  required  their' confideration,  whether  the  motion  now 
before  them  would  have  the  effe£t  to  which  it  feemingly  tend- 
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ed.     For  bit  part^  he  faid,  he  did  not  fee  how  the  addrefs 
cduld  remove  the  difficulties  that  ftood  io  the  way  of  fonuing 
an  AdmiDiftration,  fuppofing  that  addrefs  unanitnouflT  car- 
r\%6.     It  only  went  to  rccjucft,  that  his  Majefty  woulcf.form 
an  Adminiftratioii  that  might  have  the  confidence  of  the  pco» 
pie.     He  wifhed  in  that  cafe,  to  know  who  were  to  be  the 
judges  of  the  particular  men  who  had  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  how  that  matter  was  to  b$  decided.     At  prefent 
there  did  not  appear  any  criterion  by  which  fuch  an  opinion 
couUi  be  forn\^.    His  Majefly  was  defired  to  appoint  an  Ad-* 
piiniRrattony  which  by  his  royal  authority  he  was  already 
veiled  with  power  to  do.     He  wiflied  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband,  and  his  honourable  and  new  ally  to  declare  up* 
pn  their  honour,  as  men,  whether  in  their  confciences  they 
believed  that  the  addrefs  moved  for,  if  carried,  would  acce- 
lerate the  bufinefs,  or  reconcile  the  militating  opinions  of 
party.     He  allowed  that  the  empire  without  a  governroent, 
without  a  Miniflry,    was  a«  matter  of  public  misfortuoe. 
The  prefent  iituation  of  the  kingdom  was  the  ahience  of  all 
t'le  fcfnfiions  of  government,  and  the  affairs  of  the  nation  were 
thrown  into  a  diftra£ted  Aate,  But  he  demanded  whether  the 
addrefs  moved  for  had  any  real  intentional  tendency  to  re- 
lieve the  ilate,  and  whether  it  was  not  calculated  for  other 
purpofes^     Some  people,  he  faid,  could  reconcile  it  to  their 
minds  to  part  with  their  old  principles,  and  adopt  new  ideas; 
however  fuch  fentimcnts  might  agree  with  tried  eonflituttons 
and  long  pra«£lical  habits,  he  was  yet  too  young  to  change 
his  opinion,  and  conform  his  ideas  to  the  tide  of  interefi,  or 
the  prevalence  of  party.     He  had  formed  one  opinion,  one 
great  principle  by  which  his  condu£^  was  to  be  regulated; 
and  it  had  in  his  heart  taken  fuch  deep  root,  that  he  could 
not  erafe  it.     Gentlemen  talked  of  forgiving  aoimofiiies,  and 
altering  their  political  opinions  with  as  much  eaie  as  they 
could  change  their  gloves  ;  that  what  they  reprobated  to  day, 
they  were  juflificd  m  applauding  to-morrow;  and  ihof^  whom 
they  hated^  difirrfTcd,  and  hooted  at  in  the  morning,  it  was 
honourable,  patriotic,  and  confi  ientious  they  fliouM  take  to 
their  bofom  in  the  evening.     This  was  a  maxim  as  yet  a 
firanger  to  his  heart.    He  poqid  not  coalefee  with  thofe  wbofe 
principles  he  knew  to  be  diametrically  oppofitc  to  his ;  be« 
caufe,  if  they  changed  to  his  opinion,  he  could  not  depend 
upon  them,  and  if  he  (hanged  to  theirs,  he  muft  be  confci 
0u%  he  ^£lcd  againft  his  l^pne^l  jud^^nt,     Parties  fpfinedoa 
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fuch  a  bafis  could  never  long  continue.  There  might  be  a 
feeming  coalition  of  icntimcnt  with  the  coalition  of  intereft  ; 
but  men  who  had  come  to  the  years  of  difcretioo,  and  who 
well  knew  how  fuch  political  marriages  were  made,  would 
pay  very  little  refpcdl  to  the  oath  by  which  they  were  bounds 
whenever  they  found  it  their  intereft  to  depart  from  it«  A 
iimilarity  of  idea?,  he  faid,  was  requifite  to  make  friendfliip 
permanent,  and  without  that  iimilarity,  there  could  not  be 
cither  public  or  private  coalition  that  would  lad. 

He  therefore  thought  it  ne^cflary  to  declare  explicitly, 
that  he  could  not  brin^  himfelf  to  adopt  the  fame  mode  of 
reafoning  as  was  held  m  juftification  of  the  grand  coalition, 
and  that  his  principles  were  fuch  as  were  not  adapted  to  timet 
like  the  prefent.     Mr.  Pitt  after  this  declaration,  that  he 
wou!d  not  join  the  coalition,  alked  with  an  air  of  great  ear- 
neftnefs,  if  contrary  to  what  he  had  heard,  and  contrary  to 
what  be  believed  was  the  general  opinion,  he  was  to  under- 
ftand  that  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  and  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  folemnly  pledged  themiclvcs  to  the  af- 
fertion  that  an  arrangement  of  adminiftration  had  not  been 
delayed  above  ten  hours,  or  fome  very  ihort  fpace  of  time, 
in  confequence  of  the  difficulties,  that  nad  arifen  between  the 
noble  Lord  and  the  noble  Duke,  refpc£ting  the  difpofitioa 
of  their  arrangement,  and  thM  the  noble  Lord  and  the  ho- 
nourable gentlemen  ajfo  pledgea  tfaemfelves  that  the  whole  of 
that  arrangement  had  been  made  known  wherever  it  ought  to 
have  been  communicated  ? 

The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  had  mentioned  that  he 
and  his  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  were  perfeQly  agreed  ; 
and  yet  the  noble  Lord  publicly  avowed  that  he  (hould  bold 
firm  to  former  political  fentiments,  and  that  he  (hould  oppoie 
the  Reform  bilL     Was  this  a  coalition  likely  to  exhibit  a  ii- 
milarity of  lentiment  for  the  public  good,  where  in  the  moil 
ciTential  point  of  intereil  for  the  people  the  noble  Lord  and 
moft  of  hi$  new  friends  materially  diifered  ?  There  was  ano« 
ther  point  that  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  coniider;  it  w^as  to 
wait  another  day  before  they  fent  up  their  addrcis  as  it  was 
probable  an  arrangement  would  then  be  formed.     He  thought 
this  might  be  afkcd  and  granted  now  with  as  ^cat  a  degree 
of  propriety  as  it  was  on  a  former  day ;  and  he  faad,  that  he  had 
i'ome  rcaion  to  imagine  an  Adminiftration  would  be  formed, 
if  not  in  one,  at  Icaft,  in  two  or  three  days.    If  gentlemen, 
however,  differed  with  him  in  that  opinion,  he  had  no  more 
pi^edion  to  th^  motion  than  be  bad  to  fee  an  honourable,  ho- 

neft. 
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neft,  and  permanent  Min'iftry  formed.  It  was  what  he  wifh- 
cd,  for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  for  the  peace  and  pro- 
fpcrity  of  the  kingdom. 

LordNortli.  Lord  North  faid,  he  hcggcd  to  be  pcrfeflly  underftood  with 
rcfpeft  to  the  negotiation  for  an  arrangement.  The  delay, 
he  declared  on  his  hoaour,  had  not  been  on  account  of  any 
quarrd  or  difagreement  betwfeen  the  Duke  of  Portland  and 
him  :  there  had  not  been,  fincc  the  coalition  fird  look  place, 
any  material  difference  between  them  ;  each  party  undoubt- 
edly had  delivered  their  fentimcnts ;  and  although  they  might 
not  in  every  particular  correCpond,  the  difference  had  been 
fuchy  as  by  no  means  to  prevent  an  arrangement  from  taking 
place ;  it  was  unnatural  to  fbppofe  they  could  quarrel  about 
the  diftribution  of  power,  before  they  had  power  to  diftri- 
bute; 

Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  as  both  the  noble  Lord  and  himfetf  had 
been  fo  publicly  called  oi^  to  declare  whether  the  delay  did  not 
arife  from  their  own  quarrels,  he  thought  himfdf  bound 
again  to  make  the  declaration;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be 
perfcftly  attended  to,  and  ferioufly  remembered,  that  he 
there  declared,  on  his  honour,  that  out  of  the  whole  five 
weeks,  the  negotiation  had  nqt  been  retarded  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  by  any  difference  that  had  arifen  between 
the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Lord  North  :  the  difficulty  that 
fixik  prevented  the  arrangement  from  taking  place,  and  which 
was  the  only  bar  to  its  being  fettled,  had  never,  to  his  know- 
ledge, yet  been  removed,  at  leaft  he  never  had  learned  that  it 
had  from  authority;  therefore,  until  that  obfticle  was  remov- 
ed, the  n^ociation  was  totally  at  an  end ;  Mr.  Fox  faid  far- 
ther, that  the  propofed  arrangement  had  been  communicated 
where  it  ought  to  be  fo.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid  delay  the  motion  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then  if 
nothing  is  cfone  make  your  motion ;  he  could  not  fuppofe 
the  Houfe  would  adopt  that  doftrine,  for  furely  five  weeks 
had  been  fufficient  time  to  fettle  an  adminiftraiion  in;  if  the 
prefent  motion  was  delayed  at  the  expiration  of  three  days, 
ibmc  other  idle  flory  might  be  propagated,  and  the  Houte 
1)6  defired  to  give  two  three  days  longer,  by  which  means 
the  bufinefs,  the  great  and  important  bufinefs  before  the 
Houfe,  would  be  delayed  to  the  ruin,  perhaps,  of  the 
flate. 

Lord  John       ^^^^  J<^hn  Qruendl/h  adverted  to  the  ftatc  of  the  coootry 

CaveiuUfli,  iQ  1 757,  ^^^^^  accurately  thaq  it  had  been  laid  down  by  the 

other 
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oiher  Speakers.  The  prefetit  dcUy  of  an  arrangei^nt,  Tic 
pledged  hh  honour,  did  iK>t  proceed  from  any  difficnlties 
raifed,  or  difpotes  between  the  two  noble  perfons  wliO 
formed  the  leading  parts  of  the  late  coalition  ;  the  delajr 
proceeded  from  fome  dark  hidden  ii^uence  ;  but  who  was 
the  caufe  df  it  God  only  knew ;  for  his  part,  he  knew  Mfc 
poiitively  whom  to  blame^  therefore  he  woald  not  inention 
his  fuipicions  ;  whoever  tho^perfon  was,  God  forgive  hiro  ; 
the  crime  he  was  guilty  of  Was  of  tlie  blackdt  dye,  and 
fuch  as  materially  injured  this  country. 

Sir  Jofepb  Mawbey  fpok«  againft  the  coalition,  but  the  ^  M«p** 
Houfe  was  exceedingly  clamorous  for  the  queftion,  and  we     *^  ^' 
could  not  hear  what  the  honourable  Baronet  faid. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  faid,  when  he  feconded  the  motiovi,  J^*  ^■'^ 
he  did  not  do  it  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy  to  the  late  coalition ;  ''"*^* 
he  neither  praifed  it  or  difapproved  of  it,  but  he  did  it  at 
his  ckny,  confident  that  if  fome  adminiftration  was  no»t  fixed, 
the  people  would  not  merely  ailemble  to  have  a  more  equal 
reprefentarion,  but  would  aflcmble  in  alt  parts  of  the  king^ 
dom,  and  infift  on  knowing  where  the  blame  lay,  that  no 
adminiftration  could  be  fixed  on,  who(e  wifdoni  could  re- 
lieve their  diftreiTes. 

'1  he  queftion  was  then  loudly  called  for,  upon  which  the 
Speaker  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  order  of  ihe  day  being 
moved,  the  queftion  was  put  for  the  order  of  the  day,  and  k 

over-ruled.  The  original  queftion  was  then  put  and  -car- 
ried with  about  four  dilTentient  voices. 

March  25. 
No  debate. 

March  27. 

Lord  DiJltnv  acquainted  the  Houfej  that  his  Majefty  had  "'  ^"''^•^ 
been  waited  on  with  their  addrefs  of  Monday  laft,  for 
fonning  a  new  Miniftry,  which  he  received  very  gracioufly, 
and  was  pleafed  to  return  for  rnfwer  **  That  it  was  his 
carneft  defire  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  comply  with 
(he  wiflies  exprclTed  by  his  faithful  Commons/' 

The   Earl  of  Surrey  rofc  as  foon  as  Lord  Ludlow  had  '^^  ^•'* 
finiOied,  and  after  cxpreffing  a  wilh  that  the  melTage  might  ^     ""*^* 
be  entered  on   the  journals,  and  printed  in  the  votes,  faid, 
he  had  full  confidence  in  the  gracious  intention  of  his  Ma-» 
jcfty,  and  felt  no  fmall  fhare  of  comfort  from  having  heard 
io  lacrcd  a  pledge  of  alTurance,  that  a  matter,  which  not 
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only  that  Houfe  but  the  whole  kingdom  was  anxioos  above, 
would  fpcedily  be  fettled.  In  cafe,  however^  the  addrefiof 
that  Houfe  fnould  fail  of  its  defired  cfftA,  and  no  arrange- 
ment of  adminiftration,  notwithftanding  the  royal  mellagc, 
(hould  foon  be  made,  he  defired  to  be  underftood  as  giving 
notice,  that  he  would  on  Monday  next  move  for  an  enquiry 
into  the  caufes  that  had  fo  long  prevented  an  arraogemeni'a 
taking  place. 
lA.  Wotth.  LorJ  js/ortb  faid,  his  Majefty's  meiTage  was  lb  full  of 
grace  and  goodnefs,  that  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  received 
with  the  utmoft  fatisfafiion  and  gratitude  by  the  Houfe. 
With  regard  to  the  notice  given  by  the  noble  Eaii,  be  de- 
dared,  he  wiihed  not  to  have  heard  a  fy  liable  that  indicated 
the  moft  diftant  degree  of  jealoufy  in  the  Houfe,  as  to  the 
lincerity  of  the  royal  intention  ;  he  trufted,  that  there 
would  be  no  occafion  to  bring  forward  any  fuch  motion  as 
that  the  noble  Earl  had  hinted  ar,  but  that  the  matter 
which  the  whole  countrv  widied  for,  would  be  concluded 
before  Monday  ;  at  leaft,  after  they  had  been  given  to  ex« 

Ee£l  it  from  fo  high  an  authority,  he  thought  it  did  not 
ecome  the  Houfe  to  exprefs  the  leaft  doubt  of  its  doc 
performance. 
ifr.  Pitt.  As  foon  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  came  into  the 
Houfe,  he  moved  the  order  of  the  day  to  proceed  on  the 
farther  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  American  trade 
bilL  The  order  being  read,  the  Chancellor  faid,  the  Ame- 
rican merchants  of  the  city  of  London  had  called  a  meeting 
upon  the  fubje£t,  and  had  (ince  applied  to  him,  deiiring  a 
little  more  time  to  digcft  their  ideas,  and  make  up  their 
minds  upon  the  bufinefs.  In  order,  therefore,  to  give 
thofe  who  were  fo  deeply  intereficd  in  the  efteft  of  the 
bill,  the  opportunity  of  maturing  their  opinions  upon  it, 
'  he  would,  with  the  leave  of  the  Houfe,  move  to  put  the 
farther  confideration  of  the  report  oiF  till  Friday. 

The  motion  was  put  aoC  agreed  to,  and  the  Houfe  imme- 
diately adjourned. 

March  28. 

Mr.^Ord.  Mr.  Ord  brought  up  a  report  from  the  committee  of  fop- 
ply,  for  providing  for  the  militia.  The  report  having  bctn 
read  once,  the  clerk  was  proceeding  to  read  it  a  feconJ 
time,  when  Mr.  George  Onflow  alked  the  Secretary  at 
War  what  was  the  reafon  that 'the  militia  agents  had  not 
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paid  in  the  balances  in  their  hands,  in  conformity  to  the 
rales  and  orders  eftablifhcd  by  thofe  gentlemen  whq  preceded 
the  right  honourable  member  in  the  WarnofEcc. , 

The  Secretary  at  War  informed  the  Houfe,  that  as  foon  The  Stcre- 
a»  it  bad  been  refolved  to  difcmbody  the  militia,  circular  **'^3^*'^*' 
letters  had  been  fent  to  the  different  agents,  to  bg  ready  to 
pay  in  their  balances:  the  anfwcrs  to  thefe  letters  were, 
that  the  agents  would  make  up  their  accounts  with  all  pof> 
fible  difpatch,  and  be  prepared  without  the  lead  unnecelTary 
delay,  to  pay  in  their  balances.  The  report  was  read,  and 
agreed  to  without  any  farther  cooiideration. 
^  The  Houfe  refolved  itfclf  into  a  committee,  on  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's divorce  bill. — A  convcrfatJon  took  place  pn  thefubjcft 
of  the  claufe,  inferted  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  on  the  motion  of 
Lord  Afhburton,  the  purport  of  which  was^  that  the  chil- 
dren born  after  the  reparation  of  the  hufband  and  wife 
fhould  not  be  entitled  to  any  fhare  of  the  hufbaiKi's  pro- 
pert]r,  nnlefs  the  faid  children  ihould  be  able  to  prove  their 
legitimacy. 

Mr>  Fox  arraigned  this  claufe  as  an  a£t  of  injuftice  to  the  Mr.  Fox. 
children,  inafmuch  as  it  robbed  them  of  their  claim  to  a 
provifion  from  Mr.  Williams,  without  fo  much  as  hearing 
them ;' and  then  condemned  them  for  not  alTerting  a  claim 
and  making  out  a  title  which  their  friendlefs  and  deferted  in- 
fancy difqualified  them  from  doing.  He  was  ready  to  admit 
that  there  was  an  appearance  of  hardfhip  on  Mr.  WiUiams  ; 
bul  it  mufl  be  remembered,  that  though  theadul^ry  of  his 
wife  was  clearly  eflablifhed,  it  by  no  means  fo|l|^ed,  that 
the  illegitimacy  of  the  children  was  in  any  degree  proved  ; 
nay,  it  was  by  no  means  the  fubje£b  matter  of  the  bill,  the 
ohje£l  of  which  was,  ftmply  to  releafe  Mr.  Williams  and  his 
wife  a  vinculo  matrimonii :  the  parties  applied  to  the  legif^ 
iatare  for  that  relief  which  the  law  could  not  give :  —  the 
law  could  pronounce  on  matters  of  faA,  and  determine 
qoeftionsof  illegitimacy,.&c.  —  but  it  could  not  diffolve  the 
vittcttlum  matrimomi :  —  It  was  therefore  neccffary  that  the 
legiilatnre  Ihould  interfere  to  fupply  the  defe£^  of  law,  and 
diflblve  the  marriage  :  but  there  was  no  want  of  power  in 
the  law  to  determine  queftions  about  legitimacy  ;  and  there- 
fore iriiat  ground  could  there  be  for  calling  upon  Parliament 
to  bii^ardizc  children  whom  the  law  was  fully  competent  to 
declare  illegitimate,  on  proper  evidence.  He  did  not  mean 
to  add  to  the  misfortunes  of  Mr.  Williams ;  and  therefore 
be  would  not  objeft   to  the  introdu£tion  of  a  bill,  which 
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fliouUI   perpetuate  the   evidence  on  which  that  gentleman 
fupporcd  the  iHegitimacy  of  the  children  might  be  proved  ; 
foch  a  bill  would  guard  againft  the  injurjr  be  might  other- 
wite  fuftain  bythe  death  of  any  of  the  witnefles^  iKfore  the 
children  fl)ould  arrive  at  full  age.     In  the  bill  there  were 
three  parties  concerned,  Mr.  Williamii,  his  wife,  and  the 
children.    The  two  firft  were  only  before  the  Hoofe,  and 
therefore,  though  he  was  ready  to  give   fe&tence,  as  far 
as  that  fentence  could  afFed  them,  he  was  by  no  meant  pre« 
pared  to  fay  that  the  children  wercbaftards.     He  held  it  to 
be  an  inherent  and  indifpeniibte  principle  of  ioftioe,  that  no 
peribns  whatever  fhould  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  otitence,  by 
any  judgment  of  authority)  whether  pronounced  by  Partia* 
ment,  or  by  any  other  court,  without  having  been  heard  in 
their  defence,  and  without  having  been  a&rded  as  oppor- 
tunity of  combating  the  evidence  adduced  agaiaft  them,  in 
the  manner  that  evidence  ufuaily   was  combated  on  trials 
where  the  parties  accufed  had  an  opportunity  of  being  in 
court  and  making  their  defence.     In  order  to  render  his 
meaning  more  obvious,  he  would  fuppofe,  that  he  was  crimi- 
nally  indiAed   and   tried  for  murder,  (the  blackeft  of  all 
others  in  the  calendar  of  crimes)  and  that  the  indifiment 
ftated,  and  the  evidence  adduced,  proved  in  the  mod  fatis* 
fa&ory  manner,  that  he^  as  B»  was  aiding  and  abetting  A.  ia 
the  crime  alledged,  that  he  was  prefent  at  the  marder,  that 
he  put  the  piftol  or  weapon  with  which  the  faft  was  perpe- 
trated int^-  i^'s  hand ;   that  he  held  the  perfon  murdered 
while  A.  hiked  him ;  and  that  he  was  tried  for  the  faft,  con- 
demned amt'i^xecufted*    In  this  cafe,  as  far  as  the  tranfafiion 
aiFcQed  him,  the   whole  was  conibnant  with  the  ftriAeft 
juftice ;  his  execution^  no  man  could  fay,  had  been  unfair, 
nor  could  there  Ik  a  iingle  argument  raifed  to  <]iieftion  the 
equity  of  any  part  of  the  proceeding.     But  would  any  roan 
fay,  that   therefore   A.   flood   condemned.      Would  it  be 
Qiaintained  for  a  moment  even,  that  becaofe   A.  had  been 
incidentally   tried  when  B.    was  tried,   that  therefore  A* 
ought,  without  farther  proceeding,  to  be  I ikewife  executed  f 
Undoubtedly  not.     A.  would  be  entitled  to  a  feparate  and 
diflin£t  trial,  in  order  that  A.  might  liearhis  accufatioo, 
combat  the  evidence,  and  make  hia  defeacew    If^  theu^  io  a 
criminal  cafe  this   was  necell'ary,  how  much  more  fe  teght 
it  to  be  adhered  to  ki  a  civil  one  ?  In  a  cafe  of  landed  pro* 
pcrty,  in  the  cafe  of  a  family  eftate  ;  and,  in  (hort,  in  iuch 
a  caie  as  that  of  perfons  upon  whole  proved  Ic^timacy  or 

inc- 
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iltegitimacy,  depended  the  validity  of  their  ctjum  to  family 
hoooun,  titles,  and' fortunes.    This  was  exaQIy  the  cafe  of 
the  children  to  be  baftardized  by  the  clauft  then  under  co  1- 
ikleracioii;  it  A>rely,  therefore^  behoved  the  jgftice  of  tho 
Hoate  to  take  particular  care,  how  they  proceeded  to  give 
their  fau&ion  to  a  claufe  which  deprived  innocent  infants  of 
tkeir  eftatea,  and  declared  them  infamous,  without  having 
heard  it  proved  that  they  were  fo.    Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  bad 
ever  been  of  opinion,  that  a  coll ufion  between  a*  man  and 
his  wife  to  prove  the  adultery  of  the  latter,  after  that  adul- 
tery had  bcetk  committed,  ought  not  to  be  any  bar  to  the 
jMmng  of  a  divorce  bill.     He  knew  »  very  high  law  autho- 
rity had  held  the  reverfe,  and  oa  that  lingle  ground  had  not 
only  oppofed  feveral  divorce  bills,  but  in  one  cafe  of  fla- 
gnmcy  had  been  able  to  Tt]tSt  the  application  for  a  divorce, 
and  throw  out  the  bill.     This  he  thought  st  very  great  hard- 
fhip  on  the  injured  hufband,  becaufe  he  thought  the  facility 
of  his  producing  evidence  of  the  adultery  of  the  wife,  how- 
dver  obtained,  no  objeAion  to  his  claim  for  relief :  but  the 
mooient  he  had  taken  up  that  opinion^  he  found  it  neceflary 
to  take  care  to  confine   it  merely  to  the  hufband  and  wife, 
and  by  no  means  to  fofFer  it  to  extend  itfelf  to  the  children. 
And  the  reafoQ  ^f  his  feeling  the  neceffity  of  this  precau- 
tion, arofe  from  confidering  how  extremely  hard  it  would 
be  to  fufFer  children  to  be  baftardized,  deprived  of  their 
birthright,  and  rendered,  infamous,  merely  becauie  their  fa- 
ther and  mother  had  obtained  a  legal  divorce.     That  di- 
vorce might  have  been  (as  he  was  ready  to  allow  it  ihould 
be)  obtained  by  a  collafion  between  the  father  and  mother  ; 
and,  therefore,  a  collufiou  come  into  by  them,  ought  not 
to  be  a  ground  for  baftardizing  the  children  ^  or  the  divorce 
might  have  been  obtained   by  perjured  evidence,  by  faUe 
evidence,  or  by  negligent  evidence  (which,  where  there  was 
no  party  to  combat  it,  as  muft  be  the  ca(e  with  hclplefs 
children,  might  have  the  full  effect  of  the  beft  poflible  evi^ 
dence.)     Upon  all  thefe  reafons,*  he  thought  it  unjuft  to  fay^ 
in  a  bill  of  that  nature,  more  than  that  the  man  defenred^the 
relief  he  prayed  for,  and  ihould  have  it.     If  the  hufband 
wiihed  to  baflardize  the  children,  and  was  convinced  they 
were  fpurioos,  let  him    refort   to  the  courts  below ;  they 
were  open  to  him.     Mr.   Fox   denied  that   the  queftion^  of 
non-accefs  had  been  clearly  eflablifhed,  and  for  that  reafon 
alfo,  he  thought  the  Hout'e  would  go  far  beyond  juftice,  if 
they  declared  the  children  baftards.    He  took  notice  of  the 
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vulgar  error  that  prevailed,  that  non-accefs  could  aoc  be 
proved,  unlefs  it  could  be  evinced  that  the  huiband  or  his 
wife  were  beyond  feas  while  fhe  bred  or  bore  chitdren. 
That  error,  he  conceived,  arofe  merely   from  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  proving  non-accefs  oiherwiie,     Mr,  Fox,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  fpeech,  cxpreflly  declared,  he  had  no  motive 
whatever  for  taking  the  part  he  ^id   in  the  buliaefs,  but  a 
wifli  that  thbfe  who  were  t6i  before  the  Houfe,  and  could 
not  defend  themfelve$,  niigltt  be  done  firid  juftice  to.     He 
concluded  by  moving,  thatxhe  whole  claufe  be  rcjefted. 
Mr.  Barkte      Mn  Burkc  oppofcd  die  moition.    He  argued  that  the  illcgi  - 
•    timacy  of  the  children  was  as  clearly  eftabliihed  as  the  aduU 
tery  ;  and  therce  he  inferred  the  propriety  of  baftardizing 
the  offspring,   in  juftice « to  a  much-injured  hufband,  who 
would  otherwiie  be  fubjeded  to  great  inconveniencies  for 
twenty-one  years;  and  perhaps  have,  afterwards,  the  addi- 
tional mortincation  of  finding  it  put  out  of  his  power,  by 
the  death  of   his  witHefles,  to  prove  the  children  illegiti- 
mate :  he  defended  the  claufe  in  queftion,  and  iaid,  it  would 
not  put  the  children  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  they  would  be 
without  it ;  for  being  declared  illegitimate,  either  by  law  or 
by  a  fpecial  aA  of  Parliament,  they  muft  in  either  caic,  be 
deprived  of  any  claim  on  Mr.  Williams.     He  went  farther, 
in  order  to  fhew  what  hardfhips  that  gentleman  muftfoffier,' 
if  the  claufe  (hould  not  pafs.    It  was  a  maxim  in  Izw^paure/i 
quern  nupti<e  demonjirant ;  but  he  would  not  generally  fubfcribe 
to  that  maxim  :  for  when  a  woman  lived  in  open  adultery, 
and  had  children,  the  probality  in  reafon  was  that  they  be- 
longed to  the  adulterer,  and  not  to  the  hufband,  even  though 
the  latter  fhould  occafionally  have  accefs  to  the  wife.     With 
this  opinion,  he  muil  think  that  Mr.  Williams  ought  to  be 
pronounced  by  the  bill  not  to  be  the  father  of  children,  whom 
no  one  in  that  committee  believed  to  be  his*  ^ 

Mr.  Burke  went  on  to  flate  the  arbitrary  nature  of  oor 
law  refpe^ing  parental  authority,  and  the  difpoiing  of  land* 
ed  property,  not  dividing  it  equally  among  the  children  of 
a  parent,  bur  giving  it  to  the  eldefl  fon.  He  entered  into  a 
curious'  but  abftrute  difquiiition  of  the  nature  of  our  laws 
and  cufloms  with  regard  to  hufbands  and  wives,  and  their 
power  over  their  children.  He  mentioned  the  municipal 
law  refpeQing  divorces,  and  flated  that  the  Romans  did  not 
marry,'  nor  underfland  the  oeconomy  of  marriage  for  a  long 
time;  that  they  allowed  of  divorces,  but  the  condition  of 
them  was,  that  the  parties  divorced  were  never  to  marry 

again. 
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again^  butto^l>€(  cMd«inRed.t<>  »perp<Hi<)l  celib^py*     He. 
rcafoocd  upoikthi«  for  fome  time^  aiKl  iaid  the  bill  was,  as 
his.he^oourable  friend  bad  ftated,  an  appeal  to  theBi,  partly 
of  a  legiflative,  and  partly  of  a  judicial  nature.     Th«re  were, 
bow^yer,  be  obfcrved,  more  parties  10  bq'4;6nfiderc4  ihan.tbe. 
three  mentioned  by  bis  bonourabJe  friend.     It  waf-4iQt  onl/« 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Williams,  his  wife,  and  children,  butof  tbc 
lady^.  whoever  (he  might  be,  that  M«.  Williams  might  here- 
after many.     Wpuld.they^  then,  as  bis  honourable  friend 
advifctl,  divorce  Mr.:  Williams  from  his  unfortiM>aic  mar- 
riage^  and  yet  entail  upon  him  for  twenty^one  years  all  tlie 
woril  confeqdences  of  that  marriage.     Would  they  oblige 
him  to  take  hoipe  to  his  parental  arms  the  bailards  of  his 
moft  mortal  eaemy,  to  have  them .  for   twenty^pne   years 
under  his  eye,  .th^  monuments  pf.  his  (bame,  the  pledgee \of 
his  diigrace !    Let  the  committee  think  upon  the  cruelty, 
the  injuftice  of  fuchxopdu£l  !  Let  them  feel  for  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, let  them  cpnfider  how  he  wa$  -to  marry  agajn  under 
Cuch  circum (lances  !  ,Mr.  Burke  put  thefe  appeals  to  the  hu- 
manity of   the,Houfe  with  great  force   aad  addrefs,    and 
contended,  that  the  evidence  which  had  proved  the  adultery. 
of  Mrs.  Wil}i^ms,  znd  entitled  Mr.  Williams  to.  a  divorce 
«  vinculo  matrimonii  i  like  wife  proved  the  children  baftards, 
and  warranted  the  ^oufe  to  pronounce  them   fuch,    Mr. 
Burke  faid,    he  feared  his   honourable   friend  ha^  learned 
fome  of  his  ftile  of  reafoning  upon  the  prefent  queflion,  from 
what  he  had  Jbeard  ellewhere.     It  was  not  in  his  honourable 
friend^s  nature  to  be  niggard  of  .relief,  where  a  claim  to 
relief  was  made  out.     He  was  not  in  the  (labit  of  reluc- 
tantly dealing  out  a  piece  of  a  remedy,  and  loading  the 
boon,  fmall  as  it  was,  with  a  weight  of  inconvenience  and 
di(comiiture  equal  almoft  to  the  weight  of  the  original  eviU 
Moft  of  the  difHculties  fiarted  upon  divorce  bills,  he  faid; 
he  had  generally  obferved,    came   from   batchelors,    men 
Grangers  to  the  nice  feelings  of.hu(baDds,  and  to  the  ag^- 
vating  feofations  of  which  the  injured  honour  of  married 
men  felt  the  afBi£lion.     After  reaibning  upon  this  point  for 
a  coniiderable  time  with  wonderful  force,  Mr.  Burke  (hewed, 
that  if  the  baftardizing  claufes  were  flruck  out  of  fuch  bills, 
it  would  nearly  oblige  the  hu(baBd8  to  a  (late  of  celibacy  all 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.     He  put  the  cafe,  that  a  roan 
at.forty  years  of  age  obtained  a  divorce,  and  the  wife  had 
children  in  adultery  ;  In  that  cafe,  the  man  could  not  marry 
till  he  was  fixty-one,  by  no  means  the  bcft  time  for  mai- 
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ryiAg,  if  ftitare  divoiret  w«re  wilhed  t^he  a  voided !  Hariog 
laughingly  ftated  this,  be  put  other  cafes,  and  at  length  con* 
eluded  with  declaring,  that  he  faw  no^  reafea  why  he  AioqU 
fcruple,  as  a  legiflator,  to  prononnce  thoTe  chiklreo  iUegid* 
mate,  who  had  been  proved  to  be  fudi ;  tttid  wboiB^  from 
the  evidence  given  in  fupport  of  the  bill,  he  knew  to  be 
banards. 
ifr.  Fogr.  Mr.  Fox  thought  there  was  not  another  man  in  tiie  king- 
dom who  entertained  fuch  an  opinion  as  that  which  his  ho- 
nourable  friend  had  joft  laid  down.  He  wouM  nor,  there- 
fore, combat  it ;  but  be  would  point  out  to  his  bonourabk 
fi^iend  the  diiference,  the  eflenttal  difierence  between  the 
two  points,  leaving  the  children  in  poflefiion  of  the  rights 
they  at  prefent  enjoy,  by  appearing,  in  the  eye  of  law,  the 
diildren  of  Mr.  Wiltiams,  until  they  (hould  be  proved 
haftards,  and  maintaining  and  fupporting  tho(e  claims,  pio* 
vided  they  ihould  be  able  to  prove  themfelves  legitimate : 
the  difllereoce  in  theie  two  cafes  was,  that  in  the  former  the 
tnus  probandi  woold  reft  upon  thofe  who  afferted  the  iUegiti* 
tmty  ;  but  in  the  latter,  the  ^nus  would  be  unjuftly  thrown 
upon  the  children. 

The  Solicitor  General  and  Mr.  Mansfield  faid  a  few 
words;  and  the  committee  proceeded  to  divide  on  the 
qoeftion;  but  on  telling  over  the  numbers,  it  was  feond 
that  there  waH  not  a  fufficient  number  preient  to  cooftiture 
a  committe  or  a  Honfe^  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  adjourn 
without  any  farther  proceeding  on  the  bufinefs. 

March  28. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  proceeding  farther  00  the 
Bir.  Pitt.     American  intercourfe-biil  hsving  been  read, 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pht  informed  the  Hou(e,  that  there  had 
been  feveral  meetings  of  the  merchants  of  London  trading 
to  America,  who  had  come  to  various  refolutioos  00  the 
different  claufes  in  the  bill,  which  they  had  thought  proper 
to  commtintcate  to  his  Majefty's  Miniftcrs :  Their  report 
was  well  worthy  of  the  moft  ferious  confideration  ;  but  as  he 
had  not  feen  it  till  this  day,  he  had  not  had  time  toeonfider 
it :  In  order,  however,  to  have  time  to  pernio  the  repoiti 
before  any  farther  proceeding  ihould  be  had  on  the  biH,  he 
would  move  that  the  father  coniideration  of  it  fiwald  be 
jK>ftponed  till  Monday.  The  motion  pafled  without  soy 
'    converfation,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
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Mar<b  31. 

The  Houfe  was  remarkably  full,  and  about  three  oVlock 
the  Speaker  took  the  chair. 

NIr«  Ord  reported  that  the  committee  of  ways  arid  means 
had  come  to  a  refbluiioo  that  the  change  of  the  pay  of  the 
militia,  and  of  the  clothing  of  theferjeant  and  drummers  of 
the  militia  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  for 
one  year,  beginning  the  25th  of  March,  1783,  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  monies  ariling  by  the  land  tax  granted  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  year  1 783, 

**  Mr.  Ptggot  and  Mr*  Drummond,  two  of  the  commif- 
iiooers  for  examining  the  public  accounts,  produced  a  ninth  • 
report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table." 

MOTION    FOR     A     MINISTRY. 

About  four  o'clock  Mr.  William  Pitt  made  his  appear- 
anee,  when  the  Earl  of  Surrey  immediately  addreiTed  the  EatI  «f 
Houle,  and  wiihed  to  Know,  from  the  right  honouraUe  geO"  Sancjr. 
tlemaa  who  had  }uft  entered,  if  an  adpniniflration  had  been 
farmed,  or  if  there  was  a  near  probability  of  fuch  an  event 
^ifig place;  if  fuch  was  the  cafe,  the  noble  Lord  faid  thq 
aecemty  that  enforced  his  motion  was  .fuperfeded,  aiid  he 
(houU  take  pleafure  in  not  being  obliged  to  call  the  attentioa 
of  the  Houfe  to  an  objeft  of  fo  very  great  conQderation. 

Mr,  W.  Pitt  faid,  he  was  to  inform  the  noble  Lord,  ami  Mr.  w: 
the  Hou(e,  that  he  was  not  competent  to  give  official  infer-  ^'^ 
matiooof  any  thing  that  came  within  his  knowledge  of  the 
forming  an  adminiftration,  as  his  royal  mafter  had,  4  little 
time  before,  on  that  day,  been  gracioully  pleafed  to  accept 
kis  refi^ation  of  that  employ  which  he  had  the  honour  o( 
filling  in  his  government.  If  the  aoble  Lord,  however^ 
would  accept  of  his  perfonal  knowledge, '  l^e  would  pledge 
hunfrlf  it  was  the  eameft  defirc  of  his  gracious  Sovereign  to 
tocede  to  the  wi(hes  and  reQoiiitiuos  of  his  faithful  Cora- 
mons,  and  which  be  had  fo  amply  teAiiied  in  his  anfwcr  to 
thbtr  aildrefs.  However,  though  he  could  not  take  upo/i  him* 
felf  to  iay  that  aa  adminiftraiion  was  formed^  or  when  an 
event  which  was  6>  much  to  be  wiihed  for  ibould  take  placcj 
hisfivm  reliance  upon  his  Majefty^s  anfwer  to  the  addrcls 
firmly  pcrfuaded  U\m  that  his  Majefty  was  anxiouHy  cai<* 
ployed  to  effectuate  n  p^rpofc  which  was  (9  much  the  wiib  of 
his  people,  at^  hji  faithful  Commona  inpt^FticuIar. 

•  The 
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TheBarlof     Thc  Earl  of  Surrey  found  himfclf  the  more  peculiarly 
Sarrey.       called  upon  to  proceed  with  his  motion^  by  what  had  fallen 
from  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.    The 
refignation  of*  that  right  honourable  ccntlem an  mud  ftroagly 
enforce  the  mcafure  he  had  to  propoTe^  as  it  would  have  the 
moll  eflcflual  oneratlon  of  giving  a  Miniftry  to  the  country, 
in  alituaiion  when  flie  required  a  wife  and  aftive  one,  more 
than  at  any  other  period  of  her  hiftqry.     No  perfons  being 
relponfiblc  for  the  direftion  of  public  affairs  for  upwards  of 
£x  weeks  back,  was  fufficicnt  in  itfelf  to  convince  thc  Hoafe 
of  the  propriety  of  its  taking  fome  aftive  (hare  in  the  prc- 
fent  alarming  iituation  of  things;  and  die  ftronger  was  that 
propriety  apparent,  when  inftead  of  an  adminiftration  bcin^ 
formed  iincc  the  addrefs  was  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  thole 
perlbns  who  were  tranfafting  the  common  routine  of  oflScc- 
duty,  were  feceding  atid  leaving  the  country  totally  without 
oftenlible,  refponfible,  or  aftive  Minifters.     Thc  noble  Lord 
hoped  it  would  be  underftood  of  him,  that  he  was  extreniely 
nice  in  his  opinian?^  of  the  prerogative;  and   no  man  was 
more  jealous  than  he  of  an  unconftitutional   interference 
•     with  it.     However,  thc  prefent  (ituation  of  things  had  in- 
duced him  ro  adopt  an  opinion  which  that  (ituation  alooe, 
he  was  free  to  allow^  could  warrant,  and  which  he  would 
endeavour  to  qualify  in  the  beft  manner  that  his  invention 
would  permit.    The  noble  Lord  then  painted,  in  an  animated 
manner,  the  peculiar  neceiHty  there  was  for  an  adminiftra- 
tioh  at  the  prefent  period.     He  ftated  that  foreign  courts 
would  be  jealous  of  holding  an  intercourfe  with  us;  that 
government  ftood  engaged  to  pay  one  million  and  a  half  to 
the  Bank  of  England  on  the  5th  of  April,  and  they  were 
already  got  to  th^  31(1  of  March,  not  otaly  without  a  Mi- 
sifter  at  the  head  ot  the  Treafury,  but  as  they  had  that 
dayjuft  learnt,  without  having  any  thing  like  official  re- 
fponiibility  for  the  care  of  the  public  money.     So  that  there 
was  no  perfon  to  raife  the  loan,   to  difcharge  the  debt,  oor 
any   to  conduft  it  when  raifed.     With  regard  to  thc  army 
and  navy,  he  would  not  go  into  that  fuhjeft,  but  every  body 
muft  wilh  for  their  reduflion  to  a  peace  eftabliflitnent.   The 
.  next  great  matter  was  the  completion  of  the  comcaercial 
treaties,  not   yet  feciled,  as  well  as  of  the  peace  negotia- 
tions;'all  in  a  ftate  of  incompletenefs  that  was  extremely 
alarming ;  and  no^  as  we  had  no  government  at  all,  he 
(hould  not  wonder  if  the  miniftcn^  of  foreign  courts  ihoutd 
refule  to  treat  with  us  any  farther.    Hi^^LoVdfhip  after  this 
*  *  meotioned 
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mentioned  the  Eaft  India  Company's  diftrelTes;  he  dated 
their  capital^,  and  that  of  a  variety  of  merchants  trading  to 
the  Eaft  Indie^y  to  he  four  millions^  and  faid  the  national 
credit  m^ft  necelTarily  be  afFeded,  if  the  Company  was  not 
enabled  to  keep  its  faith  with  its  creditors.  He  alluded  to 
the  large  fum  they  flood  indebted  to  the  Commiffioners  of 
his  Majefty's  Cuftoms  for  duties,  and  faid,  he  underflood^ 
that  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  were  willing  to  give  the 
Company  all.  the  accommodation  on  their  part  that  they 
poilibly  could,  but  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  render  them 
the  affiftance  the  iituation  of  their  affairs  required.  From 
thefe  confiderations,  that  Houfe  could  not,  in  his  Lordfliip's 
opinion,  too  forcibly  mark  their  anxioufnefs  to  have  an  ad- 
nitniftration  that  would  be  refponfible  for  the  condu£t  of 
public  bufinefs.  After  taking  a  large  field  in  his  ftatement 
of  the  country's  (ituation,  the  noble  Lord  attended  more 
immediately  to  the  bufinefs  he  had  in  view.  He  faid,  he 
had  a  refolution  to  propofe^  and  he  would  wi(h  to  qualify 
it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  might  not  be  employed,  as  a 
precedent  on  future  occaiions,  or  be  made  ufe  of  to  coante-< 
nance  a  future  interference  of  that  Houfe  with  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown,  He  would  wifh,  if  it  was  the  fenfe  of 
the  HoufCy  that  it  ought  to  be  adopted,  that  it  flioukj  be 
inrolled  upon  the  Journals,  as  arifing  nierely  from  moiives 
of  neccffity,  and  as  what  ncceflity  alone  could  warrant. 
This  refolution  was  to  be  the  ground  of  a  farther  addrej's 
to  his  Majefty,  couched  in  terms  dutiful  and  affc£l/ionate, 
at  the  fame  time  explaining  the  necefiity  there  was  for  his 
Majefty's  forming  an  adminiftration,  in  language  as  flrong 
and  expreiHve  as  h-is  Lordfhip's  abilities  would  permit  him  ^ 

to  make  ufe  of.     I^he  noble  Lord  f^iid,  he^  would  Uuft  th^t  •    ^ 

it  was  the  intention  of  every  member  of  that  Houfe,  to 
farther  on  all  occafions  his  Majefty's  gracious  i ate nt ions,  and 
to  co-operate  wich  him  in  every  matter  which  fhould  point 
to  the  public  good  and  profperity.  His  Lordfliip  then  read 
the  following  motion  : 

•*  That  a  confiderabte  time  having  now  clapfcd  without 
an  adminiftration  refponfible  for  the  condud.  of  public  i»f- 
fairs^  the  interpofition  of  this  Houfe  on  the  prcfent  alarm- 
ing crifis,is  become  neceffary/' 

Having  read  his  motion,  his  Lordfliip  faid,  he  meant  as 

he  had  faid,  that  the  rcfoUtion,  if  it  was  adopted  by  the 

Houfe,  ftiould  ftand   as  the  balls  of   another  proceeding ; 

that  he  had  paid  fome  attention  to  the  fort  of  meafure  that 

.   Vol.  IX,    '■  4  B  would 
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would  be  rooft  advifeable  to  adopt  next,  Tliere  appeared  to 
him  to  be  two  ways  of  proceeding ;  the  one  by  moying  for 
a  committee,  to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into^he  caufies  that 
had  for  fo  long  a  time  prevented  an  arrangement  frtfm  being 
formed ;  the  other  by  moving  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majeftr^ 
to  be  delivered  with  all  poffible  folcmnity ;  he  meant  by  me 
Speaker  in  pcrfon.  Wi<h  regard  to  the  firft,  when  he  came 
to  confider  it,  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  many  objeAions 
to  it ;  a  committee  of  enquiry  could  not  procead  with  any 
efFcft,  but  by  interrogating  and  examining  different  pcrfons, 
and  fuch  an  examination  would  neceflarily  draw  out  a  great 
deal  of  private  converfation,  which  in  all  probability  would 
be  found  extremely  ineligible  to  he  laid  before  the  public. 
On  that  account,  therefore,  he  had  thought  it  more  advife- 
able to  propofe  another  addrefs.  drawn  up  in  terms  of  the 
utraoft  duty,  refpeft,  and  loyalty  to  his  Majefty,  but  la 
»uch  ftroflger  words  than  that  of  Monday  laft,  and  ftating 
fpecificaliy  the  grounds  of  the  neceffity,  which  called  for 
fuch  a  pi%cceding.  His  Lordfhip  faid  farther,  that  he  had 
no  with  whatever,  either  to  exprefs  or  intimate  a  doubt,  of 
the  fincerity  of  the  royal  intention,  much  lefs  to  compel  or 
force  the  prerogative  in  the  exercife  of  one  of  its  conftitu- 
tional  fun£lions ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  call  upon  the 
Houfe,  to  affure  his  Majefty,  in  termi^of  the  o'.rooft  refped 
and  decency,  of  their  cordial  co-operation  and  fupport  in  a 
meafure  fo  neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  his  crown^  and  the 
fecurity  of  his  people. 

He  concluded  with  moving  the  proportion  he  had  read. 
Mr.  Jervoife  Gierke  Jervoifc  feconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  w.  Mr^  pfr^  Pitt  gave  every  credit  to  the  noble  mover  for  the 

^'^*  beft  intentions.     He,  however,  did  not  adihit  with  the  noble 

Lord,  that  there  was  a  neceflity  for  fuch  a  refolution  after 
his  Majefty's  anfwer  of  Wednefday,  and  he  thought  the 
words  of  that  refolution  were  as  exceptionable  as  its  f|nrit. 
There  was  an  indecency  in  the  language  and  ftile  of  it,  of 
which  Mr.  Pitt  cbuld  never  approve,  and  the  fpirit  of  it 
aimed  at  the  very  diflblution  of  the  government  of  this 
country.  If  the  moft  undoubted,  the  moft  conftitutional, 
the  moft  necelTary  prerogative  of  the  Crown  was  to  be 
wreftcd  from  it;  or  if  any  thing  like  an  interference  of 
that  Hou(e,  tantamount  to  fuch  an  intention  once  took 
place,  then  there  was  an  end  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 
very  political  exiftcnce  of  this  country.  Mr.  Pitt  caught 
hold  of  the  noble  Lord's  word  co-operating,  he  attached 

himfclf 
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himfelf  for  Ibme  time  to  it,  and  fitid,  for  bis  part,  he  cocld 

not  form  t  doubt  but  it  was  the  wifli  of  the  Houfe  to  cfta- 

blifh  fuch  a  co*operation  as  would  prove  undoubtedly  of  the 

moft  falutary  confequencc  ;  that  co-operation^  however^  was 

not  to  be  acquired  oy  the  prefeot  refolution,  which  tended 

neither  in  its  letter,  nor  its  fpirit,  to  conciliate  it.     If,  by 

any  co-q>eration  of  fcntisnent,  in  refpeft  to  an   addrefs, 

there  was  a  probable  likelihood  of  removing  the  difficulties 

that  ftood  in  the  way  of  forming  an  admikiiftration,  there 

was  no  man  to  be  found  more  ready  than  he  fhould  be  to 

adopt  and  fubfcribe  to  it ;  but  he  aiked,  and  he  demanded 

an  aofwer  froni  gentlemen,  whether  it  was  decent,  whether 

it  was  loyal,  whether  it  was  parliamentary,  whether  it  was 

conftitutional,  whether  it  was  prudent,  to  agree  to  the  nn^- 

tion  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord?  He  requefted  thit  the 

Houfe  would  confidcr  that  it  was  only  on  Wedneiday  laft 

when  his  Majefty  received  the  addrefs,  and  that  there  had 

clapfed  but  four  days  iince  that  time.  The  royal  anfwer  was  all 

that  Parliament  could  expefl,  it  was  all  that  Parliament 

could  wilb,  and  a  reafonable   time  fhould  be  allowed  for 

conforming  to  the  requifitions  of  the  Houfe.    He  lamented 

the  Situation  of  government  without  a  Minifter,  and  faw 

inevitable  deftru£lion   to  the  country  if  an  adminiftration 

was  not  formed ;  yet  he  muft  confefs  at  the  fame  time,  that 

the  meafure  propofed  to  the  Houfe  to  efFeA  that  defirable 

purpofe  did  not  meet  his  idea  of  what  was  due  to  the  coun* 

try,  and  what  was  doe  to  the  Sovereign.     The  motion 

ftrongly  militated  againft  political  juftice,  and  went  direftly 

to  abolifli  the  clear  and  indifputed  privileges  of  the  Crown, 

and  to  eScSt  a  diflblution  of  all  regal  authority. 

Mr.  Martin  here  interrupted  tlie  right  honourable  gentle-  Mr.MMtin, 
man,  by  informing  the  Houfe  that  he  fpoke  to  order.  He 
wifhed,  he  faid,  to  have  fome  attention  paid  to  what  he  was 
then  going  to  mention.  It  was  a  matter  that  refpefled  the 
orders  of  the  Houfe,  and  in  which  he  thought  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  was  reprehenfible.  It  pained  him,  he  faid,  to  fpeak 
on  a  delicate  fubje£l,  but  his  duty  called  upon  him  to  men- 
tion, that  there  were  in  the  Houle  fome  very  improper  per- 
ibns.  He  faw  ftraogers  from  another  Houfe  below  the  bar, 
and  he  knew  not  how  they  came  there.  It  was  not  a  very 
plealant  taik  to  him  to  be  always  obliged  to  take  up  this 
fobjejl  alone ;  he  thought  others  fhould  fbare  the  odium,  as 
he  uuderflood  it  was  fometimes  fo  conftrucd,  pf  moving  that 
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the  ftaifding  order  of  the*  Houfe  fhould  be  obferrcd.  He 
faid,  be  was  alTured  that  moft  of  the  Houfe  immediatcif 
aDd  perfectly  coincided  with  him,  and  were  of  opinion  that 
the  {landing  order  fhould  be  moft  ftriftly  obferved  in  refped 
to  thofe  ftrangers  from  ^  the  other  Houfe,  and  therefore  he 
called  upon  the  Chair  to  know  whether  fuch  admifCco  wat 
winked  at,  or  if  not  fo,  why  the  Serjeant  dared  to  difooey 
his  orders. 

The  The  Speaker  faid,  that  there  was  no  fuch  matter  winked 

Speaker,      at,  and  Ordered  ip  the  Serjeant. 

TheSer-         The  Serjeant  went  up  to  the  Chair,  and  informed  die 

jc^nc.  Speaker,  that  he  had  defired  the  noble  perfonages  to  with* 

draw  as  foon  as  he  knew  who  they  were,  and  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  requi(ition  they  had  withdrawn  accordingly. 
Mr.  Colman  then  retired. 

Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded.  He  faid,  that  until  he  heard  fomc 
found  reafon  adduced,  fome  good  fubftantial  argument  in 
proof  of  the  propi:iety  of  the  noble  Lord's  motion,  it  ihoold 
nor,  it  could  not,  have  his  aflent.  In  the  words  in  which 
it  now  flood,  it  feemed  to  him  to  be  couched  in  terms  tonllr 
unwarrantable  according  to  the  prefent  fitoation  of  the  buii* 
nefs.  A  moft  gracious  anfwer  bad  come  from  his  Majcfty, 
of  which  he  was  certain  every  member  of  the  Houfe  ap- 
proved, and  that  anfwer  he  inniled  was  a  fufficient  fecurity 

*  to  Parliament  of  the  Sovereign's  intentions  to  comply  with 

the  wiflies  of  the  Houfe.  It  was  a  pledge  of  a  very  ftrong 
nature,  and  which,  if  the  noble  Lord's  motion  was  carried, 
muft  in  confequence  lofe  its  intrinfic  value,  and  give  an  opi- 
nion of  the  royal  word,  which,  perhaps,  nay,  which  he  was 
certain  it  was  not  in  the  intention  of  any  member  of  that 
aflembly  to  convey.  If  a  fecond  application  became  ne- 
ceffary,  it  {hould  be  adopted  with  propriety,  and  conveyed 
with  delicacy.  There  was  a  refpeft  due  to  Majcily, 
which  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  never  forget,  as  it  was  one  of 
the  great  links  that  bound  the  three  eftates  of  the  conftitu- 
tioo  together.  He  faid  he  fhould  not,  until  he  heard  what 
was  farther  to  be  urged  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  take  up 
any  more  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe. 

c^'^ !•-  .  Lord  7.  Cavendiji  obferved,  that  there  were  by  the  pre- 
af.:ndi  .  ^^^^  unlcttlcd  flatc  of  aflFairs  a  number  of  diflrefTing  cir- 
cumftauces  that  came  home  to  the  feelings  of  every  man ; 
and  as  government  was  now  without  its  fun£lions,  and  in 
an  abfolute  flate  of  interregnum,  the  Houf&  was  called 
upon  to  interpofe  ;  but  this  he   wiflied  to  fee  done  with 

every 
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every  degree  of  delicary,  with  every  refpcd^to  the  Sovereign, 
and  with  all  that  was  due  to  the  conftitution.  Politicnl  nc- 
ceffity  demanded,  in  ftrong  terms,  that  fomethlng  fliould  be 
donC)  and  therefore  he  Oiould  be  happy  to  coincide  in  any  ' 
proper  mode  to  relieve  the  country  in  its  prefcnt  diftrefsful 
lituation.  His  Lordfliip  faid,  he  had  a  high  refpcfb  for  all  that 
came  from  the  throne,  and  was  one  of  the  foremoft  to  credit 
a  royal  promife.  Thus  much  he  faid  in  anfwer  to  what  was 
infinuated  agamft  the  fupporters  of  a  motion  to  accelerate 
the  appointment  of*  a  miniftry.  The  cafe,  however,  was 
noyir  different  from  what  it  was  at  any  former  period,  for 
this  country  was  never  in  fuch  a  Gtuation  as  it  now  ftood  ; 
it  vras  not  like  the  aeia  of  1757,  alluded  to  in  a  former 
debate,  for  the  kingdom  ftood  at  this  day  without  even  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Although  there  was  at  that 
time  no  adminiftration  that  looked  upon  itfelf  as  perma- 
nent, yet  minifters  confentcd  to  remain  in  phce  for  a 
time,  and  to  conduft  the  public  affairs.  Thus  the  bufinefs 
of  government  went  on,  and  the  mifchiefs  and  inconveni-  ^ 

ence  that  were  now  fo  obvious,  and  were  fo  much  c<)m- 
plained  of,  were  fcarcely  felt  at  all.  His  Lordflnp  faid,  all 
that  the  noble  Earl  bad  ftated  in  illuftration  of  the  nccef- 
fity  forfomc  farther  Itep  to  be  taken  by  that  Houfe,  was 
undoubtedly  true ;  the  difficulties  and  diflrelTes  of  the 
country  encreafed  every  hour,  and  the  longer  it  remained  * 

without  an  adminiftration,  the  nearer  it  approached  to  ruin. 
Who  it  was  that  had  been  the  caufe  of  fo  long  a  delay  of 
an  arrangement's  being  formed  and  appointed,  he  knew 
not,  but  they  had  much  to  anfwer  for.  His  Lordihip  wvl% 
of  opinion,  that  the  Addrefs  would  be  a  much  more  eligible 
mode  of  proceeding  than  the  refolution  propofed  by  the 
noble  Lord  j  and  therefore  he  expreiled  it  as  his  wifli  that 
the  motion  might  be  withdrawni. 

Lord  North  was  equally  of  opinion  that  the  refolution  ^^^^  Sonhm 
was  not  confiftent  with  the  King's  moft  gracious  anfwer  to 
the  addrefs  prefented  on  a  former  day.  He  did  not  think 
the  word  interpoiition  was  delicate  enough  for  infertion, 
and  could  not  reconcile  to  his  mind  the  adoption  of  any 
motion  that  had  fuch  an  cxpreflTion  in  it.  An  addrefs 
would  meet  the  noble  Lord's  idea  much  better  than  fuch  a 
refolution,  though  the  noble  Lord  was  inclined  to  think  his 
Majefty's  gracious  difpofition  would  fuperfede  the  neceffity 
for  either. 
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•  heavy  cxpenccs,  and  the  important  ferviccs  voted — that 
the  orderly  rcdu£tion  of  the  forces  and  expences  of  a  new 
cftablilliment — the  fcttlemcnt  of  the  national  credit,  feri- 
ouily  aife&ed  by  the  critical  (late  of  the  Kaft  India  Compa- 
ny ;  with  other  important  concerns,  do  feverally,  and 
much  more  coUe6lively,  require  an  efficient  and  refponii- 
bke  adminiftration,  formed  upon  principles  of  ftrength  and 
ftability,  fuited  to  the  ftate  of  his  Majefty's  affairs  both  at 
home  and  abroad ;  and  this  Houfe  moil  humbly  repeats  its 
fupplications  to  his  Majefty^  that  he  will  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  towards  attaining  this  obje£l  as  may  be  agreeable 
to  his  own  gracious  difpofition,  and  fuch  as  will  quiet  the 
anxieties  and  apprehenfions  of  his  fubje£ls/' 

Mr.  Jervoije  Gierke  Jervoife  feconded  the  Addrefs. 
Sir  Henry         Sir  Henry  Fletclxr  adverted  to  the  (ituation  of  the  faidia 
Ffetcbcf.      Company,  as  a  reafon  for  fupporting  that  part  of  the  ad- 
drefs wliich  mentioned  their  dillreiTes,  and  he  moved,  that 
a  refolution  on  the  Journals  (hould  be  read,  which  refpeQ- 
ed  the  opinion  of  Parliament,  how  much  the  affairs  of  the 
company  required  redrefs.     It  was  accordingly  read* 
SfrW.Dol'       ^^^  ^*  Dolben  allowed  what  was  on  all  hands  allowed, 
that  this  country  was,  at  prefent,  in  a  very  diftra£led  fitna- 
tion,  and  that  the  public  affairs  required  fomething  e£ft£lii« 
ally  and  fpeedily  to  be  done.     Arrangements,  he  (aid,  had 
been  talked  of,  which  wore  a  new  face  each  day,  and  claim- 
ed a  different  conftru£lion  every  hour.     The  noble  Lord  in 
'   the  blue  ribband  had  on  Monday  laft  faid,  that  the  arrange- 
ments to  be  fettled  between  him,  a  noble  Duke,  and  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman,  who  now  fat  near  him  [Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Fox  fat  clofe  to  each  other]  had  not  been 
impeded  fo  as  to  prevent   an   adminiftration  from  being 
formed,  by  any  difference  of  opinion  with  regard  to  thofc 
arrangements.     In  order  properly  to  underftand  the  noUe 
Lord's  meaning,  it  was  neceffary   that  the  Houfe  (hould 
have  fomething  like  a  definition  of  the  word  arrangement. 
Fi^om  ail  that  he  could  learn,  this  political  trefyllablc  \trz% 
the  obllacle  to  that  which  the  addrc^fs,  moved  by  the  noble 
l^rd  intended  to  do  away,  and,  therefore,  he  wifhed  to 
hear  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe,  how,  and  in  what 
manner,  it  was  to  be  conftrued.     The  great  lines  of  policy 
to  be  purfucd  by  thofe  who  fought  to  fcrve  their  country, 
he  hca!rd,  were  interfecied  by  the  dcfirc  of   uncontrolled 
patronage,  by  the  ambition  of  appointing  to  all  the  inferior 
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departments  of  the  ftate.  The  difficulties  of  formlhg  an 
arramgement^  he  underftpod,  lay  in  a  ftruggle  to  take  from 
the  crown,  even  the  difpofition  of  the  domefttc  fervants  of 
Majefty,  who  ihould  be  Lords  of  the  bedchambciri  grooms 
of  the  ftole,  &€•  &c.  thereby  making  Majcfty  a  mere  cypher 
of  royalty.  He  faid  he  loved  his  country  as  dearly  as  any 
man,  and  admired  its  conftitutional  governmenty  but  he 
looked  upon  thsit  conftitution,  and  that  government  to  be 
founded  in  the  infeparable  union  of  the  royal  prerogative 
with  the  legiflative  authority,  and  therefore  he  fhould  never 
wiih  to  (ee  any  interpofition  of  the  one  that  might  deftroy 
the  other. 

If  motives  of  fuch  a  complexion  fwayed  the  merits  and 
ruled  the  anions  of  thofe  contending  for  power ;  if  fuch 
trifling  petty  confiderations  were  the  caufes  of  an  arrange- 
ment not  being  yet  formed,  he  thought  the  cenfure  of  the 
Houfe  could  nor  be  too  fevere  on  thofe  who  were  the  au- 
thors of  fuch  a  misfortune.  But  perhaps  it  might  be  ow- 
ing to  a  difference  about  meafures,  for  he  was  fure  that 
there  muH  have  been  very  great  and  mutual  conceflions, 
or  one  of  the  parties  mult  have  totally  abandoned  former 
principles.  On  the  o(hcr  hand,  if  it  appeared  that  any 
fecret  influence  was  ufed  which  prevented  the  wifhes  of  the 
Houfe  and  the  defires  of  the  public,  he  would  be  equally- 
ready  to  condemn  and  cenfure  that  influence :  but  he  much 
feared  that  the  former  was  the  cafe,  and  that  a  certain  no-> 
ble  Duke,  or  rather  the  friends  and  advifers  of  that  noble 
Duke  retarded  the  formation  of  the  Miniftry  for  the  pal« 
try  reafons  he  had  already  mentioned.  This  the  honourable 
gentleman  faid,  he  had  merely  from  report,  but  it  was  a 
report  that  many  concurring  circumftances  feemed  to  juftify. 
If  fuch  were  the  motives  of  any  perfon*s  conduA  they  were 
truly  deteftable.  .Sir  William  put  Lord  North  in  mind, 
that  he  was  in  his  adminiftration  fupported  by  difinterefted' 
perfons  who  a£led  Iblely  from  principle,  and  he  faid  that 
they  would  continue  to  aft  fo.  He  therefore  called  upon 
the>  noble  Lord  to  declare,  if  thefe  were  not  (he  caufes  of 
the  delay* 

Lord  Njorth  declared  and  folemnly  protefted,  that  no  fuch  Lotd  K«c^ 
caufes<:  prevented  the  arrangement.  He  and  thofe  with 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  coincide  in  fentiment  were 
above  fuch  low  confxderations,  fuch  political  meannefs.  As 
near  as  he  could  recolic£^,  his  words  on  Monday  laft,  which 
were  now  referred  to  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  were, 
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<'  that  any  dtiTcretices  of  opinion  refpedbigan  arrangement 
that  bad  occurred  between  a  noble  Duke,  a  right  hoiumra* 
ble  gentleman  near  him,  and  himfelf,  had  never  been  the 
caufe  of  an  adminiftration  not  being  appointed.'*    Tbc  fa£t 
undoubtedly  was  fo  ^  not  that  he  meant  to  fay  there  had 
been  no  difierence  of  opinion,  as  he  faid  on  Monday  laft; 
there  certainly  had  been  a  difiierence  of  opinion,  which  had 
It  remained,  would  have  been  material,  and  niight  bare  im- 
peded if  not  prevented  an  arrangement  on  their  part,  but 
that  had  been  got  over.     With  regard  to  what  the  hononr- 
able  Baronet  had  now  thrown  out^  he  had  heard  a  great  deal 
of  idle  report,  equally  vague  and  ill-founded,  of  different 
kinds }  but  he  had  never  before  heard  even  a  repart,  that 
any  men  whatever  had  been  fo  indecent,  and  lb  reprdienft- 
ble,  as  to  prefun^e  to  dictate  fo  harih  a  meafnre  as  tkd^  fug* 
gelled  by  the  honourable  Baronet,      A  colifideration  of  who 
iliould  fill  the  petty  and  fubordinate'  offices  had  never  been 
a  topic   with  the  noble  Duke,    the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman and  himfelf  i  it  never  could  have  been  a  fubjcA  of 
difpute  with  them,  but  to  have  made  it  a  matter  of  bargain 
with  the  Crown,  in  the  manner  Hated,  he  would  not  fcru- 
ple  to  pronounce  would  have  incurred^ degree  of  di%race, 
(hat  never  (hould  mark  his  condu£k,  and  he  would  do  the 
noble  Duke  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  thejuf- 
tice  to  declare,  he  fincerely  believed  they  would  not  only  be 
as  incapable  of  it,  as  himielf,  but  as  much  hurt,  as  he  con- 
feiied  he  was  at  that  moment,  to  have  it  A^^fted  that  fuch 
a  proof  €>f  unworrhinefsto  fill  any  office  whatever  themfelvcs 
could  have  been  evinced  by  them.    Whoever  the  honoura- 
ble Baronet  had  his  infonnation  from,  had  nulled  him  egre- 
gioufl V.    The  fa£l  neither  had,  and  he  was  fure  neve^  eould 
have  Happened.     Whatever  difficulties  there  had  been,  were 
of  a  difi'erent  nature  indeed.     With  regard  to  the  odier  fort 
of  arrangements  hinted  at  by  the  honourable  Baronet)  thofe 
«    for  the  meafures  neccfiary  to  be.ad(^ted  to  meet  the  paiti* 
cular  exigencies  of  the   times,  fo  weU  defcribed  in  the 
addrefs  then  under    confideratioAy  it  was  impoSUe  for 
him,  the  noble*  Duke,  and  the  right  honourable  ^entte'- 
man  to  have  had  any  difference  of  opinion  on  iuch  a  fttkjcQ« 
yninformed  as  they  at  prefent  ftood,  as  to  what  had  akeady 
been  done  upon  thofe  topics ;    ignorant  of  the  fads  on 
which  each  exigency  refled,  and  how  £ar 'any  meafures  were 
in  train  for  thofe  fervices  and  thofe  occafions,  they  opuld  not 
be  cxpcdlcd  to  be  able  to  pronounce  what  fteps  would  be 
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moll  adviibable  to  be  purfued.  His  Lordffaip  ftated  the 
want  of  an  adminiftration  as  a  public  evii,  and  faid,  un- 
doubtedly the  addrefs  was  we}l  founded  in  all  the  rarious 
particulars  it  enumerated;  whether  the  time^was  come  for 
the  Hoofe.  to  go  up  tp  the  Throne,  with  fuch  an  addrefs,  the 
wifdom  of  the  Houfe  would  determine.  The  caufes  that 
delayed  the  fbrmattoa  of  a  miniftry,  he  apprdiended  to  be  of 
fuch  a  delicate  nature,  as  not  properly  at  this  time  to  meet 
the  tny^ftigatioa  of  the  Houfe ;  but  this  he  could  anfwer  for, 
that  the  blame  lay  not  with  him^  with  his  honourable  friend 
next  to  him  [Air.  Fox]  nor  with  a  noble  Duke  [Duke  of 
Portland].  They  lavj  perhaps,  in  fome  hidden  caufe, 
which  as  probably  in  nis  conjecture  he  might  be  wrong  in 
attempting  to  afcertain,  he  would  beg  leave  not  to  ftate. 
He  affured  the  h4Kiourable  gentleman  in  theftrongeft  terms 
which  words  could  convey,  that  the  prefent  delay  was  not 
to  be  bid  at  the  door  of  the  noble  Duke,  or  any  of  thofe 
connefled  with  him.  * 

Sir  fVHiiam  Dolben  did  not  fecm  very  well  fatisfied  with  d';^^"*"* 
this  declaration^     He  confid({red  the  addrefs  as  infringing    ^^  ^'*' 
on  the  conftitutional  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  fox  politi- 
cal purpofcs  that  were  not  calculated  to  ferve  the  people. 
He  expreiled  it  as  his  xBoft  heart-felt  hope,  that  as  they 
had  taken  from  the  Cro«^n  all  influence  within  the  walls 
of  that  Houfe,  which  wais  very  proper,  they  would  not 
take  from  Majefty  all  influence  within  t!he  walls  of  bis  own 
palace,  which  would  be  very  improper.     He  had  not  men- 
^oned  fetty  axkd  fubordinate  offices,  but  offices  of  a  do- 
neHic  nature  ^    he  meant  thofe  fervants  of  the  Crown, 
whole  employmeots,  though  neither  petty  nor  fubordinate, 
neceflarily  kept,  them  near  the  royal  perfon.     It  had  been 
reported,   that  ^the  uobk  ^^d,  the  noble  Duke,  and  the 
xiobt  honourable  gentleman   ifkfifted  on  naming  all  officers 
oTthat  -n^ure,  ami  ii  ik^  h^  were  fo,  he  thought  th^ 
aded  extremely  wrong«    Sir  William  faid,  the  indepen* 
desit   country  gentlemen,    who  had  fupported  the  noble 
JLoxd  in  the  Uuie  ribband  during  his  aukninifiration,  had 
done.  £0   from  ap  afprobatiou  ol  bis  principles,  and  not 
from  the  influence  of  his  power,  a  circumllance  which, 
h^pily  for  them,  they  bad  enjoyed  a  gloriousopportunity  irf 
evincing;  ijbe  ^poble .Lord  therefore,  if  he  expc^ed  a  con- 
tinuance of  tbqir    Aipport,    muft   a6t  in   a   manner  coo* 
.(iilenttly  with  his  foimer  chara£ier  and  principles. 

4  C  a  Mr« 
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M.  Dnke.      M^'  Dr^l^  ^^^  feveral.  hiaterial  objections  to  the  addirfs^ 
but  he  fpoke  in  fo  low  a  voice,  tbat  it  was  impofBUe  to 
diftinguifli  the  premifes  from  which  he  drew  his  concla* 
fion. 
The  Lord        Thc  Lord  Jdvocate  of  Scotland  faw  the  anfwcr  from  his 
Advocate,   j^ajcfty  to  the  laft  addrcfs  in  the  fame  light  in  which  it 
appeared  to  Mr.  Pitt.      He   thought  that  the  afiuntnccs 
from  the  throne  were  ftrong,  and  ought  to  be  relied  on. 
He  agreed  alfo  that  the  time  was  very  ihort  from  Wcdnef- 
day  to  Monday,  and  that  the  Houfe  would  appear  to  a£l 
moft  haftily  if  they  interfered  before  a  decent  time  was 
given  to  fulfill  the  requifition  of  one  of  the  moft  important 
addrefl'es  that  was  ever  carried  up  from  the  Commons  to 
the   Throne.     The  learned  Lord  adverted  to  what  was 
thrown  out  with  refpeCb  to  thc  fccrct  influence,  which  he 
reprobated  in  very  ftrong  terms.     He  allowed  thc  nccef- 
fity  that  called  for  an  adminiftration.     As  to  the  addrefs, 
it  not  only  met  his  obje£lion  in  this  point,  but  in  a  ftill 
more  forcible  manner,  as  to  its  conftitutional  juftice.     He 
looked  upon  it  to  infringe  on  the  royal  prerogative  as  much 
as  the  motion,  now  withdrawn,  which  had  preceded :  bat, 
divefted  of  thefc  exceptions,  it  had  another :  it  was  not 
grounded  on  any  {z€t  afcertained  to  the  Houfe  which  juf- 
tified  fuch  a  proceeding ;  fecret  influence  was  not  proved — 
no  reafon  to  doubt  his  Majefty's  reply  produced,  nor  any 
one  circumftance  brought  into  argument,  except  the  refig- 
.  nation  of  Miniftcrs,  to  fupport  the  motion.    Tha  rcfigna- 
tioa  of  Miniftershad  already  produced  anaddrefs,  and  to  that 
addrefs  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  return  a  gracious  and  moft 
fatisfaAorv  anfwen     Thc  Houfe  however,  as  if  they  feem- 
ed  to  doubt  the  integrity  of  the  royal  intention,  haftily 
proceeded  to  cenfure  it--  at  leaft  to  caft  an  oblique  cenfure 
.  upon  it,  by  following  it  up  with  another  addrefs.    The 
learned  Lord  faid  he  was  confident  in  the  idea  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  fame  bench  with  him,  that 
bis  Majefty's  intentions  were  to  comply  with  the  wiihes  of 
the  Commons,  and  that  nothing  fat  nearer  to  his  heart  than 
appointing  an  adminiftmtion  which  fhould  have  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people.     His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  felt  confidcr- 
able  difficulty  as  to  the  delicacy  of  expreffion,  which  the 
argument  he  was  about  to  ufe  required.  He  doubted  his  own 
.ability  to  convey  to  the  underftanding  of  the  Houfe,  what 
weiged  moft  with  him  as  a  reafon  why^  the  addrefs  now 
jnoved  appeared  highly  improper  for  that  Houfe  to  refolve 
on  at  fo  very  fliort  a  diftance  of  time,  as  had  elapfed  fince 

Wedncfday 
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Wedn^fday  laft.     Indeed  the  feelings  tli at  moft  forciMy 
impreflcd  his  mind,  could  not  confiftently  with   the  wife 
forms  of  Parliament,  becxprefled  in  words;  but  he  would 
endeavour  to  give  them  fuch  an.  utterance  ;is  (hquld  ren- 
der  them   intelligible.    The  Houlc  had  ^that  day  heard, 
that    ^  right  honourable  gentleman  near  him,    of  whofc 
cxtraordinry  abilites  and  incorruptible  integrity  no  man 
had  a  fuller  convi£kion,  and  for  which  no  man  felt  a  high- 
er  dcgi'ee  of  refpcft  than  he  did,   hnd  juft,  within  two 
hours  of  the  .moment  that  he  wiis  fpeaking  rcfigned  his 
office  of  Chanpellor  of  the  Exchc<jtier  ;  fuppofe  it  (liould 
have  been  the  anxious  wifli  of  the  higheft  .authority  in  the 
kingdom,  to  have  placed  the  rijiht  honourable  gentleman 
in  queflion  at  the  head  of  the  government  of  this  country! 
Suppofe  that  the  completion  of  this  wifti,    (honld  never 
have  beea  abandoned  till  that  day*     In  that  cafe  the  Houfe 
would  furely  fee,  that  a  mtitter  of  perfcft  novelty  had*  juft 
occurred.     A  matter  that  muft  neceffarily  give  the  wh6le 
bufinefs  df  an  arrrfngemetit  a  newturn  !  Would  the  HoiSfc 
then  under  fuch  J)eculiar  circumftatices  wifh  to  prefs  inde- 
cently forward?    To' deny  the  conftitutiofial  prerogative 
it«  free  feope?  Or  would  riot  gentlemen,  on  betted  recol- 
le£tion,  think  it  more  refpeftful  not  to  be  to  precipitate, 
but  confent  to  check  their  fpeed,  and  referve  the  meafurc 
now  propofed,  or  any'other  that  might  be  thought  necef- 
fary,  a  little  longer.     Since  Wednefday  laft,  fittlb,  very 
little  time  had  clapfcd.     Had  there  been  delay  ?  [a  loud 
laugh]  He  repeated  jiisr  words,  had  there  been  delay  ?  He 
meant  culpable  delay;  for  unlefs  the  delay  could  be  proved 
to  have  been   ivoidable,  there  was    no  culpability  in  it?  ' 
Why  not  wait  a  day  or  two  longer  ?  A  day  or  two  might 
jullify  'what  was  now  in  his  opinion,  at  leaft,  fabjeft  to  the 
charge  of  much  doubt  as  to  its  propriety,   if  not  to  an  abi^ 
folute  and  direft  impeachment,  as  a  matter  neither  neccf- 
fary  nor  judifiable,  unlefs  fomewhat  of  ftronger  argtftncnt 
could  be  adduced  to  prove  its  greater  neceflity  now,  than 
had  been  adduced  to  piovc  the  neceflity  of  any  fuch  mea- 
fure  laft  Monday.     He  therefore  thought,  that  it  was  his 
duty,  from  the  fentiments  he  felt,  and  from  a  conviftiou 
in  his  own  mind,  that  an  adminiftration  ftiould  be  fpeedily 
formed,  to  obje£l  openly  to  the  motion  for  the  addrefs ; 
biff  as  everything  of  that  nature  deferved  refpeft,  he  fhould 
not  negative  openly  what  the  noble  Lord  propofed,  nor 
put  it  out  of  His  power  to  bring  the  matter  on  again,'  if 

the 


57»  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1783. 

the  neceffity  of  the  time  demanded  it ;  and  therefore  ht 
ihould  move  the  previous  queftion,  or  the  order  of  the  dav. 
The  latter  was  what  he  adopted^  and  he  moved  ic  accord- 
ingly. 
^r  Harry  ^^^  Harry  HougbtoH  ^aid  mahy  compliments  to  Mr«  Pitt, 
Hooghton.  ^nd  lamented  the  ppKtical  lofs  to  the  nation,  wbich«  be 
faid,  muft  \>e  felt  on  the  refignatton  of  fo  able,  fo  eloquent, 
and  fo  virtuous  a  fenator :  but  faid  it  was  his  hope  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  ftill  remain  '*a 
jewel  m  the  ^outh  of  the  law.''  He  defired  the  roj^  mef- 
fage  of  Wednefday  la(l  might  be  read.  (The  meugc  was 
read  accordingly)  Sir  Harry  then  faid,  he  had  not  moved 
for  the  meflage  to  be  read  from  any  defire  in  his  own  mind 
to  be  more  fully  convinced,  than  he  was,  of  his  Majefiy's 
goodnefs,  in  immediately  fending  them  a  moft  gracioBS 
^  anfwer,  nor  of  the  'fincerity  of  the   royal  intention^  with 

regard  to  what  was  in  the  mefTage  declared  to  be  his  Ma- 

}*efty's  earneft  defire,  but  to  remind  the  Houfe,  how  very 
ately  that  good  and  gracious  mefiage  had  been  received, 
and  to  fubmit  to  their  own  feelings  and  candour,  whether 
they  would  not  a£i  too  precipitately,  thus  early  to  vote  an 
addrefs,  iimilar  totoat.now  moved.  Sir  Hany  rcafoned 
on  the  wiib,  that  ev6ry  gentleman  muft  feel  to  avoid  adopt> 
Ing  any  meafure,  that  carried  with  it  even  a  (hade  of  dif^ 
req)e£i  to  the  Crown,  and  asr  the  prefent  addrefs  had,  in 
the  courfe  of  their  debate,  been  lb  conftrued,  he  thought 
chat  a  fufficient  reafon  for  wUhing  to  poilpone  it  for  the 
prefent ;  he  therefore  feoonded  the  motion  for  the  order  of 
the  day. 
ifr.Perci-  Mr.  Perdvai  (Hi,  be  had  no  obje£^ion  to  the  addrefsp 
v«i*  though  he  did  not  coafider  it  as  Well  timed,  nor  wad  it,  in 

his  opinion,  fo  fully  expreflive  as  it  ought  to  be ;  if  the 
addrefs  wtis  perilled  in,  he  could  wift  to  add  an  amend- 
ment to  it,  by  <*  afluring  his  Majefty,  that  that  Houfe 
<<  would  fully  fupport  any  adminiftration  he  might  be 
pleafed  to  form,  as  long  as  they  a(E^ed  conftitutionally.** 
*  That  amendment,  he  thought,  ought  to  be  inferted,  as  it 
would  clearly  eyince  that  the  addrefs  did  not  proceed  from 
any  party  motives,  or  that  the  Hqufe  wilhed  to  point  out 
any  particular  fet  of  men  to  his  Majefty  of  whom  to  make 
choice. 

Mr.  Fox  next  rofe,  and  declared  that  he  by  no  means  faw 

*''      the  necellity  of  the  amendment,  mentioned  by  the  lionour«» 

able  gentleman  ^  the  addrefS|  in  his  opinioni  f uUj  ezpreflcd 
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what  the  hoticmnible  gentleman  wiflicil ;  it  faid^  that  the 
Houfe  was  bound  by  duty,  and  led  by  inclination,  to  giTC 
an  effb£lual  and  conftitutional  fupport }  furely  that  was  fay* 
ing  every  thing  that  could  be  wiihed  j  it  would  be  need* 
lefs  to  fay  more,  indeed  it  would  be  wrong  to  agree  to  fup- 
port men  before  they  knew  who  thofe  men  were. 

The  learned  Lord  had  obferved,  that  the  refignation  of 
Mr.  Pitt  ought  to  be  a  means  of  poftponing  the  addrefs;  at 
the  fame  time  infinuating,  that  the  great  obftacle  to  fornix 
ing  an  arrangement  was  now  removed.  Did  the  learned 
Lord  wiih  to  fay  that|Mr.  Pitt's  having  remained  in  office 
for  the  laft  fix  weeks  was  the  caufe  why  no  arrangement 
could  take  place  ?  If  he  did,  the  blame  ^undoubtedly  la^ 
with  Mr.  Piit,  but  he  by  no  mfcans  believed  that  to  be  the 
cafe;  for  bis  own  part,  he  confidered  the  refignation  of  that 
right  honourable  gentleman  neither  to  retard  or  expedite 
the  forming  an  arrangement,  for  he  had,  in  fzGt,  been  con* 
fidered  out  of  office  thefe  fix  weeks  ;  nay,  his  own  words, 
a  confiderable  time  fince,  were,  that  he  only  remained  as  a 
locum  tenmiy  to  do  the  bufinefs  until  fome  other  perfon  was 
appointed ;  furely,  then,  his  having  refigned  this  day  could 
be  nothing  unexpefled. 

The  learned  Lord  had  defircd  the  motion  to  be  poll* 
poned  for  a  few  days,  would  the  learned  Lord  affign  any 
reafons  for  putting  the  addrefs  off;  would  he  give  the  Houfe 
any  reafon  to  think  an  arrangement  was  about  to  be  made, 
and  in  fucfa  forwardnefs,  as  to  promote  a  miniftry  in  a  few 
days  i  ta  fa£l,  would  he  give  the  Houfe  any  reafon  what^p' 
ever  why  an  arrangement  had  been  fo  Ion?  delayed  i  if  he 
would  not,  he  (Mr.  Fox)  muft  fay,  that  the  learned  Lord^s 
inexpreffible  reafons  were  fuch,  as  by  no  means  warranted 
the  Houfe  to  delay  the  addrefs  moved  by  the  noble  Earl. 
The  fituation  of  the  country,  fo  trulv  painted  by  the  noble 
Earl,  called  aloud  for  an  adminiftration  to  be  formed  with 
ail  poCbk  fpeed,  and  the  learned  Lord  himfelf  had  faid, 
that  any  unneceflary  delay  certainly  was  culpable.  Surely 
fix  weeks  bad  been  a  fufficient  time  to  form  an  arrange* 
ment  in,  therefore  it  was  <lear  that  fome  perlbns  were'  cul- 
pable, but  who  they  weiie,  he  wias  not  fufficiently  warranted 
to  fay ;  yet  he  would  peHevers'in  what  he  mentioned  on  a 
hnt^zt  occafion^  thtft  ^hofe  perfcms  were  culpable  who  gave 
bis  Majefty  ad^lo&ltiitdtlay  the  l^ufinefsvand  on  whom  could 
he  fix  that  euljjkbiKty  but  eh  nhofe^kbo  bad  accefs  to  iur 
foyal  perfon.  'fw«''. 

What 
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With  regard  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  (Mr. 
Pitt)  refponfibility»  he  was  glad  to  ht.ar.the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband  touch  that  point.     Had  not  the  noble  Lord 
fpoken  in  that  manner  to  the  iirft  motion  he  meant  to  ha?e 
done  fo.     As  long  as  the  right  honourable  geiEtlefn»i  held 
hi&ofRce,  fo  long  he.  certainl]^  was  refponfible  ^   not  that 
he  meant  to  cUafge  him  as  the  caufe  of  the  dela^  of  not  ap- 
pointing an  admin  tit  ration    for  fo  long  a  time,  a  matter 
which  the  country  felt  fcvereiy  !    He  had  no  inclination  to 
prefer  an  accufatiou  to  that  quarter ;  indeed  he  was  neither 
rip^  to  acquit,  nor  ready  to  condemn^  without  proof  he 
could  fay  nothing  one  way  or  the  other*     With  refped  to 
the  general  argument  of  the  learned  Lord,  if  it  applied  at  ail, 
it  applied  in  a  way  directly  oppofite  to  that  in  which  it  had 
fac^n  ufed.     Ail  the  learned  Lord  had  faid,  as  well  bis  inex- 
predTiblc  reafoning,  as  his  other  reafoning,  went  rather  to 
ihew  that  the  addrefs  was  neceflary,  than  that  it  was  unjuf- 
tillable.     The  learned  Lord  had  faid,  if  there  had  been  de- 
lay—»- if  there  had  been  delay?—- had  there  not? — What 
did  all  the  world  complain  of? — But  then,  fays  the  learned 
Lord,  if  there  has  been  culpable  delay  ?  Undoubtedly  the 
delay  was  culpable.     Why  had  that  Houfe  voted  their  ad- 
drcfi^of  tVlohday,  but  becaufe  they  thought  the*  delay  cul* 
pable  r  Why  for  a  moment  entertain  the  prefent  motion, 
bur  btrcaufe  the  ftill  longer  delay  appeared  to  be  (till  more 
culpable  ?  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  fa£k,  the  only  qucf* 
rion  un'der  the  prefent  circumftances  was  this  :  would  it  not 
he  wif<:  to  a£b  unanimoufly,  and  for  that  Houfc,  to  aroid  2$ 
much  as  pofSble  the  appearance  of  any  thing  like  a  tbntcn- 
tion  of  parties  ?  For  this  reafon  he  deprecated  a  divifion. 
He  earneftly  conjured  the  Houfe  not  to  divide  ;  but  rather 
to  withdraw  the  motion,  than  let  it  go  to  a  divifion.    Il 
either  the  learned  Lord  or  the  right  honourable*  gentleman 
would  declare,  nay^  if  they  would  hint  only  that  they  be- 
lieved an  arrangement  would  fpeedily  be  formed,  or  if  they 
would  fay  a  motion  fimilar  in  purport  to  the  prefent  (for 
no  gentleman,   he  prefumed,  meant  to  cavil  for  words,) 
would  be  agreed  to  by  them,  i£  no  .arrangement  fook  place 
in  a  day  or  two,  .he  ^^'ould  by  iiU  means  ddvi£b,  the  noble 
Lord  to  withdraw  his  motian>     On  the  ,prefetat  occa£on, 
however  they  might  dtAerx>h  other  queftiox\s»  he  was  per^ 
iiiad^d  there  was  but  one^opinion  U^thirrt^  therefore,  there 
was  a  real  unanimity^  hcvrilhedrmoft  ^mtUtttitf  to- avoid  the 
appearance  of  diflention.     Having  argiied  this  very  ftrcnu- 
/  '    ouflr, 
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oufljr,  Mr.  Fox  took  notice  of  what  Sir  William  D€4ben  had 
faid  in  his  firft  fpeech.  He  obfervedi  that  the  honourable 
Baronet  had  called  for  more  than  infinuation  to  fupport  the 
charge  of  fecret  influence.  If  the  honourable  Baronet  would 
recolkft  what  had  paflTed  laft  Monday,  he  would  have  re« 
membered,  that  he  had  much  ftrongcr  evidence  of  the  exill* 
ence  of  fecret  influence  than  bare  infinuation ;  he  had  felf» 
eonfeffion.  That  which  fufpicion  had  only  glanced  at 
heretofore,  boaft  and  exultation  had  avowed. 

He  had  learnt  more  than  ever  he  knew  before,  and,  in . 
faflf  more  than  ever  he  expeded  to  have  heard ;  he  had 
learnt  that  a  privy  counfellor,  who  was  not  a  minilter,  might 
give  his  Sovereign  advice,  and  not  be  oftenfible  for  the  c^£k 
that  might  be  produced  by  it.    Surely  thfc  Houfe  could  not 
agree  to  fuch  an  abfurd,  ridiculous,  and  dangerous  doc« 
trine:  indeed  it  was  aninfult  to  their  underftanding,  but  it 
had  been  exultingly  mentioned  by  a  right  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  on  Monday  laft,  and  the  only  exCufe 
he  made  for  it  was,  that  he  never  gave  any  but  good  ad^ice^ 
How  was  if  to  be  known  whether  that  advice  was  good  or 
bad,  but  bv  the  eflFe£fc  produced  by  it  ?    '1  he  effcA  was  the 
only  criterion  he  could  judge  by,  and  if  that  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  given  his  Sovereign  advice  in  the  pre« 
fent  inftance,  he  was  the  perfon  culpable.     He  knew,*  he 
faid,  perfectly  well,  that  it  was  ^  difficult  matter  to  prove 
to  the  Houfe  the  culpability  of  a  perfon  in  fuch  an  affair,  as 
private  converfation  could  not  be  called  for,  nor  could  the 
fecrets  of  the  Cabinet  be  divulged. —— The  noble  Lord 
(North)  near  him  had  been  called  on  by  that  right  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Jenkinfon)  on  Monday  laft  to  declare, 
whether  he  ever  found  his  fchemes  fruftrated  by  a  fecret  in« 
fluence  ?  and  he  had  declared  that  he  did  not.     I'his  might 
be  eafily  accounted  for }  the  right  honourable  gentleman  iu 
qucftion  was  a  known  friend  to  the  government  uinder  that 
noble  Lord,  as  the  meafures  it  purfued  were  confonant  to  his 
ideas  and  wiihes.     But  what  would  the  confequence  be,  if 
that  right  honourable  gentleman  was  fufieted  to  give  his 
Sovereign  advice  without  being  refponfible  ?  When  an  adm*** 
niftration  might  be  in  power  that  was  of  a  different  way  of 
thinking  to  him,  what 'a  predicament  would  they  find  them.* 
feives  in  ?  their  fchemes,  their  plans,  formed  with  the  beft 
intent  poffible,  all  fruftrated,  owing  to  advice  given  by  a 
perfon  by  no  means  refponfible  for  the  cnt€t  of  his  advice. 
What  could  an  adminiftration  do  in  fuch  a  cafe/  ^hy,  in 
Vol.  IX.  4  D 

his 
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his  opinion,  they  would  have' no  ether  alternative  than  to 
fignify  tlieir  Jifapprobation  to  the  meafures  hy  a  refignation 
of  their  oiBces,  That  was  the  only  (lep  a  virtuous  admini- 
ftration  could  take ;  but  he  fincerely  hoped,  that  fuch  fteps 
would  be  taken  as  totally  to  preclude  any  thing  of  the  kini  ' 
happening  in  future. 

The  public  were  led  to  believe  (evcral  thing*. to  the  ptcja- 
d?ce  of  himfclT  and  friends,  by  a  number  of  arrangements 
that  daily  appeared  in  the  public  papers.  How  thefc  arrange- 
ments canic^to  the  papers,  or  who  formed  them,  he  was  to- 
tally ignorant ;  he  could  with  a  fafe  confcicncc  fay,  they 
were,  to  the  beft  of  his  knowledge,  erroneous ;  at  leaft,  be 
kpcw  nothing  of  fuch  arrangemenrs.  And  with  refpeft  to 
the  conditions  of  inlifting  upon  naming  all  the  petty  arrange- 
ments of  ftatc,  (the  pcrfons  belonging  to  his  Majcfty's  houfc- 
hold)  it  was  too  abfurd  an  idea  for  any  perfon  to  fuppofc  the 
noble  Lord  [North]  could  be  guilty  of  it,  and  he  could,  with 
equal  truth,  fay,  that  the  noble  Duke  [Portland]  never  had 
fuch  an  idea. 

He  was  in  hopes  that  as  the  whole  Houfe  feemed  perfcflly 
agreed  on  two  grand  points :  firft,  the  neceflity  of  an  Admi- 
niftration  ;  and  fecondly,  that  the  appointment  of  that  Admi- 
liiftration  fliould  be  fuch  as  was  mod  confident  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Crown,  that  there  would  be  no  divifion.  Tins 
he  miift  again  urge  to  the  Houfe.  Unanimity,  however  dc- 
firable  at  all  times,  being  never  more  requifite  than  at  prefect, 
be  therefore  by  all  means  wiflied  the  Houfe  not  to  divide, 
but  cordially  to  agree,  as  that  would  be  one  great  means  to- 
wards expediting  the  bufincfs  fo  ardently  wilhcd  for. 

Sir  H.  Sir  //.  Houghton  rofc  to  explain  feme  pans  of  his  (peech> 

""8^0"*  which  he  were  fearful  was  mifunderflood. 

Mr.  T.Pitt,  Mr.  7*.  Pitt  faid  he  could  by  no  means  fee  in  the  delay  that 
culpability  fo  warmly  exprefled  by  the  right  hononrable  gen- 
tleman. He  begged  the  Houfe  to  recoUeft  that  the  adJrels 
to  his  Majefty  to  form  an  arrangement  had  only  pafTed  on 
Monday  laft,  and  his  Majefty  on  the  Wednefday  following 
had  fent  a  mod  gracious  meffage,  ^Mhat  he  would  at  all  times 
be  happy  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  comply  with  the 
wifh  of  his  faithful  Commons."  Surely,  after  his  Majefty 
bad  fo  ftrbngly  complied  with  the  prayer  of  the  addrcts,  it 
would  be  fcarce  decent  to  carry  up  another  at  the  end  of  four 
or  five  days,  hinting,  that  they  had  doubts  or  jcaloufies  of 
the  truth  of  his  Majefty 's  anfwer* 

The 
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The  noble  Lord  [North]  had  mentioned  that  there  was  no 
infurmountable  difficulty  that  had  prevented  the  arrangement 
taking  place  in  the  negotiation  between  the  coalefcing  parties : 
he  wifhed  to  know  particularly  about  tjiat  matter,  for  he  did 
not  rightly  undcrftand  the  noble  Lord.  If  there  weVe  no  in- 
furmountable difficultieS|  how  came  the  arrangement  not  to 
take  place  ?  Surely  the  fecret  influence  fo  much  complained 
of  had  not  been  the  folc  caufe  o^  delay  fo  much  reprobated ; 
there  certainly  muft  have  been  feme  other  kind  of  delay, 
ibme  culpability  in  another  place.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man then  touched  on  the  coalition  :  it  appeared  ftrange  to 
hini,  that  perfons  of  fuch  oppofite  opinions  could  ever  agree 
together;  they  differed  fo  eflentially  on  almoft  every  grand 
conftitutional  queftion,  that  it  was  almofl  irapoffible  for  them 
to  aft  together.  Either  the  noble  Lord  muft  have  given  up 
his  political  opinion  to  Mr.  Fox,  or  Mr.  Fox  to  the  noble 
L.or3,  or  both  parties  have  made  conccflions  to  each  other,  was 
clear;  therefore  it  would  be  nothing  but  right  that  the  na- 
tion (hould  kno^  which  was  the  faft.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman concluded  with  declaring,  that  he  was  agaiilft  the  ad- 
drefs  at  prefent. 

Mr.  W.  Pitt  made  a  public  declaratipn,  that  he  was  un-  Mr  Wm. 
.connefted  with  any  party  whatever  ;  that  he  fhould  keep  him-  ^^"• 
fclf  refcrved,  and  aft  with  which  ever  fide  he  thought  did 
right.  He  would  abide  by  the  declaration  he  made  on  a  for- 
mer occafion,  that  he  would  take  no  aftive  part  either  for 
or  againft  any  party,  but  would  be  guided  totally  by  the 
meafures  that  were  purfued;  and  it  would  be  with  the  utmoil 
reluftance  that  he  fliould  oppofe  any  adminiftration  what- 
ever, neither  would  he  do  it  unlefs  he  was  convinced  they 
were  afting  wrong.  In  reply  to  what  had  been  faid.  about 
his  refponfibility,  he  declared,  he  was  the  laft  man  in  the 
kingdom  holding  the  principles  that  he  had  repeatedly  avowed 
in  that  Houfe,  and  meaning  to  arft  up  to  thofe  principles  in 
every  pofTible  (ituation,  who  would  for  a  moment  attempt  to 
argue,  that  perfons  holding  offices  vi^ere  not  refponfible  for* 
every  part  of  their  publjc  conduft.  Undoubtedly  they 
were,  and  he  held  himfelf  refponfible  to  the  very  hour  of 
his  refignation ;  at  the  fame  time,  he  trufted,  that  it  would 
.  be. admitted  the  extent  of  the  refponfibility  was  to  be  deter- 
mined and  governed  by  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the 
times.  If  it  fhould  appear  hereafter,  that  he  had,  on  any 
occafion,  within  the  paft  fix  weeks„  done  what  he  ought  not 

41^   2  to 
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to  have  done,  or  lefk  undone  what  be  ou^t  to  have  done, 
.  or,  in  fa£^^  neglected  to  promote  the  public -4 ntercft,  where 
he  could  have  promoted  it^  he  was  ready  to  admit  his  col* 
pabTliiy. 

With  rcfpe^l  to  the  motion  before  the  Hdufe,  he  really 
thought  it  too  precipitate;  there  had  been  fcarce  time  fiuce 
his  Majcfty  had  given  hi i  gracious  anfwer  to  form -an  ar- 
rangement; hecoul4wi(h,  as  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  faidj  tliat  unanimity  would  prevail,  and  that  the 
addreft  would  be  withdrawn  without  a  divifion.  He  would 
not  pledge  himfelf  to  the  Houfe  that  fuch  an  arraDgement 
would  pofitivcly  be  made  as  the  former  addrefs  recjuircd, 
]fct  he  thought  an  arrangement  would  take  place  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  days,  therefore  he  could  wifh  they  would 
wait  for  it,  and  if  then  they  ihould  obferve  any  culpable 
dday,  the  motion  ihould  have  his  hearty  concurrence  and 
and  fupport.  He  would  not  pledge  himfelf  to  abide  by  the 
exa&  words,  but  he  certainly  would  vote  for  an  addrm  to 
the  throne  to  know  the  caufe  of  delay* 

Mr.7ox.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  was  glad  to  hear  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fay  fo  much.  He  was  certain  his  noble  friend  bv  no 
means  wilhed  to  pufh  the  motion,  nor  quarrel  nor  differ 
about  particular  words.  The  noble  Earl  had  done  his  dury 
in  making  the  motion,  and  he  made  no  doubt  would  readily 
withdraw  it  if  he  faw  any  reafon  to  think  that  an  arrange- 
•  ment  was  in  negociation  that  would  anfwer  the  porpofe 
required. 

Ifff.lfsftia.  Mr.  Martin  faid,  as  the  noble  Lord  had  declared  that  he 
and  his  new  ally  differed  on  many  grand  points,  he  thoo^t 
it  would  be  of  fervice  for  the  Houle  to  know  on  what  points 
they  did  agree,  as  they  formerly  had  difagreed  on  almoft 
every  point;  the  coalition  was  ftrange  and  unnatural;  it 
was  reprobated  by  moft  people  without,  and  laughed  at  by 
mod  within. 

U,  llortb.  Lord  North  faid,  that  notwithftanding  the  fevere  reflec- 
tions caft  on  the  coalition,  it  would  be  found  that  neither 
party  bad  given  up  their  fentiments,  yet  they  could  z€t  to- 
gether for  the  public  good;  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
ox)  and  himfelf  undoubtedly  difagreed  on  many  great 
points,  and  as  they  were  well  known  to  the  Houie  there 
was  no  occafion  to  repeat  them;  the  points  had  often  been 
mentioned;  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  lay 
that  no  perfons  could  form  an  adminiftration  who  did  not 
pci  fcjlly  agree  on  all  points^  he  would  be  bold  to  fay  it  was 

impoffible 
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impoffible  to  form  an  arrangemeot;  for  there  were  not 
twelve  men  to  be  found  who  had  not  materially  difagreed 
on  ibme  great  point  or  other. 

Sir  fViUiam  Dolben  defired  to  be  nnderftood  by  the  noble  Sir.  ^mu 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  that  what  he  faid  went  to  a  wi(h  ^^^**- 
that  he  might  never  fee  the  day  when  the  Lords  of  the  bed- 
cbmmber  were  to  come  down  to  the  Hoafc  either  to  browbeat 
or  faj>port  a  Minifter.  He  coincided,  he  faid,  perfeAly  in 
the  idea  of  withdrawing  the  motion  for  a  few  days,  and 
thereby  giving  time  to  the  Sovereign  to  comply  with  the 
defiref  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fox  got  up  and  defended  himfelf  on  the  coalition  be-  Mr.Fo*. 
tween  him  and  Lord  North.    He  laid,  that  if  none  were  to 
be  admitted  to  take  a  part  in  the  adminift ration,  as  men« 
tioned  by  the  noble  Lord,  but  thofe  whole  political  fenti- 
meats  never  difagreed,  it  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  form 
an  adminiftration.    The  motives,  he  faid,  which  induced 
him  to  agree  to  the  coalition,  which  an  honourable  member 
took  upon  him  (b  ftrongly  to  reprobate,  were,  that  nothing 
but  a  coalition  of  party  could  remove  the  political  obftruc* 
tion  given  to  the  buunefs  of  the  ftate.    Was  not  fuch  a 
coalition  therefore  to  be  fought?  was  it  not  oiofl  eameftly 
wiflied?  he  recolieAed,  he  faid,  when  the  time  was  that 
every  man  exprefled  his  hope  that  jarrings  and  bickerings 
would  ceafe,  and  thofe  of  oppofite  interefts  join  for  the  ge* 
oeral  benefit  of  the  common-weal;  but  no  ibonrr  had  that 
defirable  event  been  accoroplifhed,  than  a  new  complaint 
ariics,  and  takes  the  unconftitutional  form  of  a  coalition  for 
private  interefl,  becaufe  there  was  a  junAion  for  the  puUic 
good.     He  (aid,  with  regard  to  the  principal  caufe  ot  dtiife* 
rence  of  opinion  between  him  and  the  noble  Lord,  that  was 
now  at  end.    On  other  points  they  ftill  differed  ;  but  in  or- 
der to  convince  the  honourable  gentleman  how  much  their 
difference  amounted  to,  he  would  alfure  him  that  they  dif- 
fered not  more  than  the  prefent  Lord  ChaticcUor,  4nd  the 
prefent  Mafter-General  of  the  Ordnance;  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  ibuthern,  and  the  Secretary  for  the  northern 
department;  or  than  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  and 
the  learned  Lord  who  fat  below  him,  had  differed  in  opinion 
upon  great  conftitutional  points.    The  honourable  gentle- 
man  contended,  and  he  ever  Ihould  contend,  that  this  coun- 
try was  only  to  fiourifh,  her  glory  to  be  maintained,  and 
her  commerce  preferved  by  the  unanimity  of  Parliament; 
and  as  that  was  a  maxim  not  to  be  in  fair  reafoning  contra- 

diaed  ; 
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.^ihQed ;  fophiitry  could  only  iend  it  abroad,  that  ajxmOion 
oi  opinions,  hitherto  oppofice^  was  not  the  proper  mcaas  to 
cffeft  fo  deiireable  a  purpofe. 

iWr.*'*^*  Sir  Churtfi  Tuy'fur  reprobated  in  ftrong  terms  the  coalition 
between  the  Jioble  Lx>rd  and  his  new  made  profdyte.  He 
fatd  in  this  day's  idea  of  that  party,  they  wifhed  to  take 
from  the  Sovereign  even  the  aiCilaoce  of  a  private  frleod. 
The  Kmg  was  not  to  hav^  any  man  to  whom  he  could  uo- 
bofom  hinifelf  in  private,  or  on  whofc  advice  he  was  to  rely 
)H  ca&  of  need*  The  common  rights  of  a  fubjccl  were 
to  be  denied  to  him  by  the  new  doctrine  of  the  new  coali- 
tion. This  wasjgo'mg  beyon^  the  cooftitutional  limits,  and 
fo  dire£bly  oppoute  to  thofe  principles,  hitherto  held  facred 
by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  that  he  became  a  me- 
tamorphofe  politically  wonderful  indeed.  The  country,  be 
faid,  was  in  a  ilate  of  di{tra£lion^but  who  were  the  people 
to  blame — the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband.  It  was  he 
who  fupportcd  that  war  to  which  we  owed  all  our  misfortunes, 
andiie  (nould  ever  conlider  him  and  his  colleagues  in  o&ce, 
the  fource  of  all  our  interoal  divillons^  and  our  every  po- 
litical m  sfortune. 

Mr.  Burke.'  Mr.  Burh  rofe,  and,  10  a  full,  clear,  and  manly  way, 
vindicated  the  parliamentary  conduft  he  had  obfervcd  for  a 
period  of  eighteen  years  :  he  had  conAantly  voted  on  the 
fame  iide  with  thofe  noble  and  firm  fupporters  of  the  conOi- 
tution,  (the  Houfe  of  Cavendifli)  and  he  trufted  he  always 
fliould;  he  had  been  blamed  for  joining  in  the  coalition,  he 
.  made  no  doubt  but  a  time  would  come,  when  he  Ihould  have 
.  it  in  his  power  to  convince  thofe  perlons  that  now  railed  fo 
bitterly  againft  it,  that  they  were  entirely  wrong,  and  doing 
more  hurt  to  their  country  than  probably  they  expeQed  ;  it 
was  abfurd  to  talk  that  the  coalition  could  not  ad  becau*~e 
they  differed  on  fome  points  ;  had  he  not  differed,  on  the 
Middlefex  cleSion,  refpe£ling  equal  reprclentation,  &c. 
with  his  honourable  friend,  Mr.  tox,  yet  would  any  man 
fay  they  could  not  aft  together  on  other  grand  points  ?  un- 
doubtedly they  could,  and  it  would  be  fouAd  that  coalition 
was  the  only  means  that  could  be  adopted  to  make  an  adroini- 
ftration  on  a  iirm  and  broad  baAs. 

Sir  Richard      Sir  Rtchord  Symmonds  faid,  the  noble  Earl  who  made  the 

S>mmoadi.  motion  had  manifcfted  true  Chriftian  forgivencfs,  for  he  for- 
merly threatened  to  inovc  for  the  expulfion  of  the  nohle 
Lord  (North)  and  now  he  was  for  having  him  brought  in 

aga'ui. 
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again.      As  to  the  prefijnt  coalition^  hfc  cx)oW  not  help  men-        * 
tioning,  to  iheiT  hottoar,  a  report  which  he  had  heard  that  - 
day  ;  it  was^  that  they  meant  to  ftrvc  their  country  Wrthedt ' 
receiving  the  emMooients  of  ofl&ce;  if  that  w^as  true,  they 
might   depend  on  his  warmeft  fupport;    if  othem'ife,    he- 
thought  tlxe  coa;litibn  fo  unnatara),  that  he  fhould  d^m  it 
his  doCy  to  wsttch' them  narrowly  before  he  gave  thetn*  any 
fapport. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  anfvvered  thi«,  by  faying)  whatever  •'The  Earl  of 
Chriftian  forgiveneft  the  honourabte  gentleman  might  give    **"*'* 
him  credit  for,  the  fa&  was,  he  had  exertfd  his  endeavours  * 
to  turn   the  noble  Lord  out  of  office  laft  year,  bccaufe  he 
then  thought  his  meafdres  tended  totbe  ruin  of  the  coun- 
try;  he  was  now  anxious  for  an  adminiftration,  witbcnK  smy 
comderation  who  was  to  form  it,  becaofe  he  was  convinced 
the  ccuntrv  wouM  be  ruined  unleis  one  was  f(>on  appointed. 

Mr.   Martin  faid,  iince  it  had   been  confeiled,  tbat  the  Mr.Mirtia. 
noble  Lord  and  the  right  honourable  gentlema/i  di4^red  in- 
many  great  conftttutional  points,  he  was  perAsaded  i^  wootd' 
a|{oR).*)iVHich  cociiblation  to  thai  Houfc;  rf  they  would  ftate  in 
what  they  were  agreed.  "* 

Calociei  Hariief  (poke  in  favour-of  the  motion,  and-wiflied,  Col.  Hart- 
that  although  it  was  underftood  to  bo  withdrawn  now,  that^^sr- 
fbe^  noble  tad  would,  if  the  arratigcment  was  not^  formed       *   '    * 
in  the  eourfe  of  a  few  days,  renew  his  motion,  and  then  it 
wmU  be  almoft  impoflible  for  any  })erfon  to  be  againft  rr,  as 
all  fides  allowed  the  neceffity  there  was  for  an  Adminiftraiion, 
to  prevent  the  ruin  that  threatened  this  country. 

I'hc  Earl  of  Surny  faid,  he  bad  no  ohjefiion  to  withdraw*'  The  Eirl  o£ 
tog  bis  motion  on  the  conditions  mentioned*  by  the  rigNt  ho-^  Surrey. 
noarablc  gemleman  [Mr.  Fox] ;  bat  he  had  not  yet  heard 
any  pevfim  aflbrt  that  an  arrangement  w^s  likely  tb  be  form- 
ed, or  in  fa£^,  that  there  was  an  arrangemeat  now  any  for- 
wasder  than  there  wa«  laft  Monday;  therefore,  unlefs  he 
could  hear  fomething  of  a  pronjife  that  an  Adfnintftration 
would  be  formed  in  the  courfe  of  the  week,  he  ihould  perfift 
ia  his  motion. 

Mr.  /f^  Piit  did  he  had  not^  nor  would  he  pledge  himfelf  Mr. W.Pitt. 
to  the  Houife  that  there  would  be  an  arrangement  formed  in  a 
few  days  ;  but  he  naturally  fuppofed  there  wouM,  from  the 
nature  of  his  Majefty^s  royal  meffage,  which  ib  uncqaivo^ . 
rally  dedace^  that  he  would  comply  with  the  wifh  of  liit 
faithful  Commons.  ^  *  *- 
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TbtBail  oT     The  Earl  of  Surrey  faid  he  (hould  confent  to  withdrawipg 
Stffcf.       his  motion  ;  but  (hould  on  Tburfday  next  infift  oa  making  it, 
efpecially  as  he  was  promifed  fupport  Jfrom  all  fides* 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  queftion,  that  the  Addrels  be 
withdrawn,  which  was  agreed  to.  . 
Sir  Ocoff|t       Sir  Gtorge  Tinge  wiihed  the  Houie  to  take  notice,  diat  he 
toAfe.       (hould  on  Wednefday  next  make  a  motion  relative  to  the 
army,  which  he  hoped  they  would  particularly  attend  to,  as 
it  was  of  the  utmoit  coofequence. 
If r.  Fob.        Mr.  Fox  defired  to  know  what  the  motion  was  about,  whe- 
ther it  was  to  augment  or  dirainilh  the  army,  or  whether  it 
was  for  a  vote  of  credit. 
Sir  George      Sir  G.  r<mge  faid  it  certainly  was  for  a  farther  vote. 

timI  sirl  of     '^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^'^^^  ^^^  'g^^^y  "^  remarked  to  the  Hooie, 
«u»j.       that  it  was  necefiary  for  him  to  akcr  the  day  from  Thurflaf 
to  Wednefday ;  for  if  a  farther  vote  relative  to  the  anny 
was  intended  to  be  brought  on,  he  certainly  fhould  think  it 
highly  improper  to  agitate  a  bufinefs  of  that  coofequence 
before  an  Adminiftratton  (hould  be  formed;  he  tbmfore 
wi(hed  the  Houfe  to  underftand  that  he  fhould  reTome  hia 
motion  on  Wednefday  next. 
Sir  Georie      Sir  G.  Tonge  (aid  there  were  partieular  reafons  which  made 
^^"'^       it  neceflary  to  bring  on  a  motioil  of  the  kind  he  mendooed. 
llf.WJ^tu     Mr.  tV.  Pitt  defired  it  to  be  remembered  that  he  had 
not  pledged  himfetf  to  any  particular  day,  nor  indeed  could 
be  vet ;  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  occafion  for  the  nobte 
Carl  to  refume  his  motion. 
T^trl  of      Tijg  £^rl  of  Surrey  laid,  he  had  no  motive  to  anfwer  in 
"^^'       making  the  motion  any  other  than  the  public  eood ;  he  laft 
yei^r  made  amotion  for  turning  out  the  Adminiftrationof  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  becaufe  they  had  broof^t  on 
ruin  to  the  country  ;  and  his  chief  reafon  to  day  in  moving 
the  addrefs  was,  to  put  an  end  to  that  anarchy  and  coofufion 
which  fo  evidently  prevailed,  and  which,  if  fuffered  to  go 
on,  would  end  in  tne  total  ruin  of  this  country.     He  fiocers- 
ly  hoped  an  Adminiftration  would  be  formed  before  Wednef- 
day ;  but  if  there  was  not,  or  that  there  was  very  good  reafea 
tOj  think  that  one  was  pretty  forwant,  he  certainly  would  00 
that  day  make  his  motion. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  a  farther  hearing  of 
Sir  Thomas  Rumbold's  bufinels,  it  was  agreed  to  defer  the 
proceedings  on  the  bill  for  infliCting  pains  and  penalties  until 
Tburlilay  next* 

4  ^ 


A.  1783*  DEBATES.  583 

Jpr'tl  i. 

General  Smith  brought  up  a  report  from  the  felcA  commit*  Gen.  Smith 
tee,  and  -moved  that  it  he  printed  ;  he  would  not  fay  any 
thing  on  the  fubjed  of  this  report  for  the  prefent,  except  that 
it  was  of  a  very  extraordinary   nature,  and  worthy  of  the 
xnoft  ferious  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 

Sir  kVilUam  Janus  objeAe^  to  the  printing  of  the  report,  SirWiJiian^ 
as  fuch  a  meaiure,  dilTeminating  a  charge  through  the  world,  J'"**'- 
unaccompanied  by  a  defence,  would  create  a  bias  in  the  niinds 
of  men,  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  perfons  who  were  the 
objcds  of  this  tqpori ;  he  was  forry  that  he  and  another  gen-^^ 
tleman  (Mr.  Lawrence  SuUivaiiJIhould  have  appeared  to  the 
commiitee  in  fo  difadvantageous  a  view,  as  to  be  made  by 
diem  fubjeds  of  a  criminating  report  to  the  Houle  of  Com- 
mons ;  he  begged  however,  at  the  fame  time,  that  gentlemen 
would  fufpend  their  judgment,  and  not  condemn  them  un- 
heard; for  the  other  gentleman  and  ho  would  be  able  to  bring 
the  moft  fatisfa£tory  evidence  to  prove,  that  if  there  had  been 
made  an  alteration,  or  an  erafure  in  the  records  of  the  compa- 
ny, it  was  wholly  without  his  knowledge,  or  that  of  Mr. 
Sullivan. 

Governor  Johrtjionedid  not  pbjc£V  to  the  printing  of  the  re-  ®'»*-  J'**»»- 
port^  which  he  called  frivolous,'  ridiculous,  and  abfurd,  and  **^"'^* 
£t  to  be  prefented  only  on  fuch  a  day  ns  this  (the  iftof 
April)  ;  the  report  was  involved  in  a  profound  myftery  ;  at 
leaft  it  appeared  that  the  committee  wilhcd  irtobe  fo  ;  for 
they  had  kept  their  proceedings  as  fccrec  as  poflible  :  he  him- 
felf,  delirous  to  fee  the  minutes  of  the  kk&  committee, 
went  to  the  room  where  they  far,  and  bcgsn  to  read  them  ; 
bot  an  honourai?le  General  connng  in,  interrupted  him,  and 
would  not  fufFer  htm  to  proceed  with  his  reading. 

As  a  very  near  relation  of  his  had  been  a  member  of  the 
committee,  he  had  applied  to  him  to  learn  what  had  been  the 
nature  of  the  proceeding,  upon  which  a  report  teeming  with 
charges  of  fo  aj:gravated  and  heinious  a  nature  had  been 
founded.  His  honourable  relation  told  him,  that  he  had 
early  dil'covered  (o  much  heat  and  violence,  fo  much  paiSon 
aod  prejudice^  in  the  niajoriry  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, or  rather  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  thofe  impulfesy 
fhat  he  had  at  the  time  determined  to  withdraw  himfelf  en- 
tirely from  the  committee,  and  never  again  attend  their 
meetings.  This  relplutiou  ho  had  ftrialy  fuMilted,  and 
tlierefore  he  neither  choft  to  afic  brmfe^  to  fee  the  minutes  of 
Vol.  IX.  4  E  •  the 
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the  committeey  the  entries,  of  the.  evidence  they  had  cx« 
amined,  or  the  copy  of  the  report  that  was  to  be  prefented  to 
^  the  Houfe,  nor  that  they  (hoold  be  fliewn  to  any  other 
member.  Finding  it  impoflible  to  come  at  the  fa£U  in 
qoeftion  that  way,  he  had  taken  another  method,  and  gone 
to  the  witnefs,  who  had  given  evidence  before  the  cora« 
mittee,  to  know  what  that  evidence  amounted  to.  He  bad 
written  down  the  whole  of  it,  and  would  ftate  it  to  the 
Houfe* 

Mr.  Burh  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  proceeding 
in  a  auinner  that  was  extremely  diforderly. 

The  Speaker  then  told  the  Governor,  that  the  fole  queflioo 
'  before  the  Houfe  was,  *'That  tlie  report  be  printed ;"  he 
muft  therefore  confine  himfclf  to  that,  and  that  alone. 
teov.John-  Governor  3[»i«/7o«f  faid,  if  it  muft  be  fo,  he  would  con- 
^nt  bimfelf  wiih  declaring,  that  it  was  wholly  unjuftiBabIc, 
jufi  on  the  eve  of  an  ele£lion,  to  bring  in  a  report  calculated 
to  injure  gentlemen  who  were  candidates,  and  that  if  the 
evidence  given  before  the  committee  was  the  fame  as  that 
he  held  in  his  hand,  (and  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe 
they  exactly  correfponded)  he  would  defy  the  world  to  make 
out  a  tithe  of  the  charge  alledged  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man the  preceding  evening.  The  report,  he  was  convinced, 
as  fs^r  as  regarded  the  charge  in  queftion,  was  the  moft 
trifling,  abfurd,  and  ridiculous  one  ever  prefented  to  a  Houfe 
of  Parliament,  and  the  worthy  Cicneral  had  chofea  the  pro- 
^  pereft  day  of  the  year  to  bring  it  forth. 

Uu  Burke.  Mr.  Burle  dcfired  to  fay  a  few  words  in  honour  of  the 
iirft  of  April,  fo  peculiarly  marked  by  the  honourable  Go- 
yernor  asaday  on  which  frivolity  and  levity  were  excufable, 
and  on  which  it  bad  been  the  ftudy  of  -the  fcleft  committee 
to  bring  forward  their  report.  After  a  pleafantry  or  twooo 
this  idea,  Mr.  fiurke  faid,  he  was  forry  to  hear  that  the  paf- 
fion  and  prejudice,  heat  and  violence  of  the  committee  had 
occafioned  any  of  its  members  to  withdraw  their  attcodaoce. 
If,  however,  thofe  heats  and  violences  had  really  been  vifible, 
of  which  he  was  by  no  means  confcious,  he  thought  it 
would  have  better  become  the  moderate  and  impartial  to 
have  continued  their  attendance,  in  order  by  their  coolnefs 
VfiA  candour  to  have  removed,  regulated,  and  rcftrained  the 
prejudices,  pa/lions  and  violences  of  others.  He^had  loi^ 
iince  found  out,  that  in  the  inveftigation  of  £a(l-Iiidia  af- 
fairs, it  was  highly  neceifary  for  tho^  employed  in  foch  a 
[>urfuJty  not  to  attempt  to  conquer  their  pat&oos  merely,  but 
'  •  *  by 
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by  every  poffible  guard  of  prudence  to  check  and  control 
certain  feelings,  that  were  apt  to  arife  pretty  frequently  in 
the  minds  of  men,  and  which  it  was  a  matter  of  no  Imall 
difficulty  to  keep  in  a  ftate  of  tolerable  fubjeAion.  With 
regard  to  the  committee  in  generali  their  coodud  had  been 
an  inftance  of  the  moft  extraordinary  perfeverance,  and  the 
moft  fteady  and  patient  ailiduity,  that  perhaps  ever  had  oc« 
curred.  The  report  owed  a  great,  and  indeed  the  greateft 
part  of  its  merit  to  the  honourable  General  near  him,  and 
did  him  infinite  honour.  He  had  very  little  (hare  in  it  htm- 
felf,  having  had  abundant  avocations  upon  his  hands  in  in* 
veftigating  the  trade  of  India,  and  in  attending  to  other 
parts  of  the  bufinefs.  Mr.  Burke  contended,  that  what  the 
honourable  Governor  harf  done  in  order  to  come  at  the  rc<* 
port  previous  to  its  l^eiflg  prefcnted  to  the  Honfe,  had  been 
unwarrantable,  and  that  the  honourable  General  had  done 
no  more  than  his  duty  in  withholding  the  copy  in  the  man- 
ner ^at  he  had  withheld  it. 

Sir  J  An  fFmtte/ly  thought  this  a  very  extraordinary  time  S»'  J^^^ 
for  producing  the  report,  juft  on  the  eve  of  an  elefiion  at  ^'o*'*^- 
the  India-hottfe  for  direAors,  and  when  the  two  gentlemen 
who  were  chared  in  the  report,  were  known  to  be  candi* 
dates.  This  might  induce  (ome  people  to  think,  that  the 
report  was  brought  forward  folely  for  the  purpoie  of  preju^ 
dicing  thefe  two  gentlemen  in  their  cleAion,  and  he  con- 
fefied,  for  his  own  part,  that  be  faw  ftrong  reafon  to  fufpeft 
a  want  of  candour  and  fairnefs  10  the  management  of  the 
bttfineft. 

General  Smhb  faid,  that  having  ceafed  to  be  a  proprietor  Gea.Shiitk 
of  ftock,  he  had  no  farther  concern  with  the  Company,  and  ' 
therefore  was  without  prejudice,  as  to  the  event  of  any  elec* 
tion  for  officers  of  the  Company..  It  was  thought  by  (bmb 
gentlemen,  that  the  report  was  iU-timed,  becaufe  it  might 
interfere  with  luch  an  eleAion  ;  he  knew  no  principle  on 
which  it  could  be  argued,  that  public  juftice  ought  to  give 
way  to  private  concerns,  and  therefore  the  election  of  the 
Inoia^-houfe  was  no  caufe  for  putting  off  the  report ;  on  the 
other  hand,  he  aflfured  the  Houfe,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  prevarications  and  colluiion  of  a  clerk  in  the  India*- 
houfe,  the  evidence  contained  in  the  report  might  have  been 
obtained  ated  laid  before  the  Hoofe  two  years  ago. 

He  faid,  he  was  neither  to  be  diverted  from  his  duty  as  a 
member  of  that  Hou(e,  nor  in  any  way  afFeAed,  either  by 
w  ladly  af  imagination,  or  a  fally  of  paffion,  which  the  ho<> 
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nourable  Governor  might  at  any  time  think  proper  to  give 
vent  to ;  but  as  the  honourable  Governor  had  not  corrcQiy 
fiated  what  had  paiTed,  relative  to  his  being  denied  a  iigbt 
of  the  report,  he  begged  to  be  permitted  to  inform  the  Houfe 
of  the  real  circumflances  of  the  tranfafiion.  The  honourable 
Baronet  over  the  way  had  fent  him  a  letter  the  preceding 
evening,  begging  to  be  permitted  to  fee  the  report ;  being 
extremely  deiirous  of  giving  the  honourable  Baronet,  whole 
name  was  meationed  in  the  report,  every  poffiUe  fatisfa&ion 
that  in  candour  and  fairneft  could  be  given  him,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  he  had  direfily  written  an  order  to 
the  clerk  of  the  committee,  to  let  the  honourable  Baronet 
have  the  copy  of  the  report  to  perufe.  When,  however,  he 
came  down  to  the  committee-room  that  day,  he  had  found, 
not  the  honourable  Baronet  folely  perufing  the  report,  bat 
the  honourable  Governor  behina  him,  and  three  or  four 
other  members  of  that  Houfe  reading  one  part' of  it*  He 
iufFered  them  to  finifh  the  part  they  were  reading,  but  di- 
reded,  that  the  reft  fhoulJ  be  withheld.  The  General  faid, 
it  was  jin  extremely  unpleafant  thing  for  him  to  be  obliged 
to  enter  into  altercations  with  the  members  of  that  Houte, 
but  as  chairman  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Houfe,  he 
muft  do  his  duty,  and  he  did  not  think  it  by  any  means 
proper  or  confiftcnt  with  the  refpeft  due  to  the  Houfe,  that 
a  report  to  he  pref'ented  to  them  Ihould  be  privately  ex* 
amined  and  criticiied  previous  to  its  delivery. 
Mr.s.Siniih  Mr.  S.  Smith  was  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Sir  John 
Wrottcfley,  and  he  farther  ftated,  that  it  was  a  very  ex- 
traordinary circumftance,  that  a  member,  not  only  of  the 
Houfe,  but  of  the  Self  A  Committee  itfelf,  had  been  refofed 
the  liberty  of  reading  the  evidence  on  which  the  report  had 
been  founded  ;  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  William  James) 
wifhed  to  fee  if  the  evidence  that  had  been  given  vfva-tMcr 
had  been  faithfully  taken  down  by  the  committee,  but  this 
juft  and  fair  with  had  not  been  gratified  ;  and  hence  an  io- 
ference  might  be  drawn,  and  fupported  by  the  circumftance 
of  the  time,  when  the  report  was  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
that  public  juftice  was  not  fo  much  the  objeft  of  the  com* 
mittee,  as  to  prejudice  the  two  gentlemen  in  quoftion  in 
their  eleAion. 

Mr.  Smith  mentioned  Mr,  Sullivan  in  terms  of  great  re- 
fpe£>)  and  faid,  he  was  a  man,  whom  the  honourable  General 
might  be  proud  to  call  his  friend.  He  alfo  again  adverted 
to  the  General's  conduA  in  the  committee*room|  and  con* 
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eluded  with  faying)  that  ftrangeand  extraordinary,  bowe^e^{ 
as  what  he  had  related  might  appear  to  the  Houfc,  he  averred 
it  to  be  a  fa£>, 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  in  anfvrer  to  Mr.  Smith,  that  it  waS  m,.  Burke, 
evident  he  was  but  a  yonng  member,  or  he  would  have 
koewQ  that  the  powers  of  committees,  and  of  their  chair* 
^en  were  fuch,  that  no  member,  not  upon  the  particular 
committee,  had  a  right  to  look  into  the  papers  of  that  com- 
mittee, unlefs  the  chairman  chofe  to  give  fuch  member  fait 
authority  for  fo  doing.  With  rega^rd  to  the  particular  paper 
withheld,  the  honourable  General  near  him  was  not  only 
warranted  to  withhold'  the  fight  of  it,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  but  on  another  and  a  muth  Aronger  ground; 
viz.  becaufe  the  paper  was  his  own  particular  property^  and 
did  not  lielong  to  the  committee  at  all.  Mr.  Burke  faid, 
it  behoved  the  Houfe  to  print  the  report,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  eSefk  of  very  improper  publications  that  were  handing 
about.  Indeed,  if  the  Houfe  did  not  print  ic  in  their  own 
defence,  and  in  juAification  of  the  committee,  they  would 
have  the  report  partially  printed,  and  that  in  I'uch  a  manner 
as  would  do  infinitely  more  injury,  than  a  fair  and  authentic 
publication  of  the  whole  of  it. 

•  Lord  Mulgrave  faid,  he  was  totally  unacquainted  with  ^**"*  ^"*" 
India  affairs,  or  the  concerns  of  the  Company's  fervants,  ^'^^^* 
and  therefore  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  on  this  occafion 
without  prejudice  or  partiality  ;  he  had  ftrong  objeftions  to 
the  printing  of  the  report ;  for  until  the  Houfe  fnould  have 
agreed  to  a  report,  particularly  ofa  criminating  nature,  he 
could  not  look  upon  it  in  any  other  light,  than  as  an  ex  parte 
evidence ;  and  therefore  he  could  not  conient  that  fuch  evi- 
dence ihould  go  abroad  into  the  world,  unaccompanied  by 
the  defence  of  the  peribns  charged  ;  for  if  it  (hould,  there 
was  no  manner  of  doubt,  but  it  would  prejudice  them  awhile 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public*  In  the  courts  helow,  the  judges 
were  cautious  how  they  fuffered  evidence  to  be  given  atone 
period  of  a  caufe,  which  might  bias  the  minds  of  men  at ' 
fome  other  ftage  even  of  the  fame  caufe ;  and  therefore  he 
thought,  that  in  Parliament  there  fhould  be  at  leaft  as  great 
circumfpedion  as  in  the  courts  below.  His  Lordfliip  de- 
clared himfelf  altogether  uninformed,  as  to  the  fa£ts  ttatecl 
in  the  report,  their  tendency  and  application,  confequently, 
were  matters  perfedly  and  equally  immaterial  to  him.  At 
a  mere  ftander  by  he  could  not  but  be  impartial,  and  in 
that  character  he  owned  it  firuck  him  very  forcibly,  that 
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priflting  a  report,  conveying  impntations  againft  a  member 
^f  th»t  Houfe,  aiifi  Another  gentleman,  juft  at  the  eve  of  an 
eledion,  in  the  iffiie  of  which  thofe  gentlemen  wcte  in* 
tercfted,  would  be  a  nieafure  neither  confonant  with  can- 
dour H6r  juftice*    Mr.  SuHvan  and  Sir  William  James,  he 
underftood,  were  both  named  in  the  report,  and  that  in  a 
manner  that  conveyed  an  imputation  upon  their  charaders ; 
iskfaimefs,  tberemre,  bethought  the  Houfe,  under  fncb 
ci^cumftances,  ought  to  deter  printing  the  report  till  the 
eteAion  that  was  to  conte  on  therrxt  week  (hould  be  over. 
'^icii^flMtli.    '  General  Smith  fahd,  that  when  he  brought  up  the  report, 
titd  moved  to  have  it  printed,  he  had  not  expe&ed  a*  debate 
would  have  taken  place,  and  had  therefore  forborne  to  en* 
ter  upon  it  at  all  s  but  as  a  great  deal  had  been  faid,  he  tmfted 
he  fliould  be  allowed  to  take  up  a  few  himutesof  the  time  of 
the  Houfe  in  juilificatton  of  the  report  and  of  the  commie* 
tee.     The  General  warmly  exprefled  his  furprize  at  having 
beard  the  noble  Lord,  who  had  declared  himieif  wholly  un* 
informed  upon  the  fubje6t,  venture  to  oppofe  his  opinion 
upon  the  report,  to  that  of  thofe  who  were  wdi  informed, 
and  who,  from  a  moft  elaborate  attention  to  the  bufinefs^ 
were  pcrfe£t  mailers  of  it.     He  faid,  that  in  point  of  impar- 
tiuUty,  the  noble  Lord  could  hot  be  more  difinterefted  than 
himfelf.»  He  was  no  longer  conne6led  in  any  ihape  with  the 
Eaft  India  Company.    He  had  parted  with  all  his  (lock,  and 
had  not  the  fmalleft  intereft  in  the  Company's  affairs.  With 
ve^ard  to  the  report  being  founded  on  ex  forte  evidence,  no- 
thnig  could  have  been  more  fair  than  his  proceeding  aU 
through  the  enquiry,  upon  which  the  report  was  founded. 
He  claimed  it  as  a  merit,  dnd  expelled  to  have  credit  for  it. 
As  foon  as  the  Committee  came,  in  the  progrefs  of  their  cxa* 
mination,  to  touch  upon  the  matter  concerning  Mr   Suli* 
van,  he  ftaid  the  proceeding  till  he  had  fent  Mr,  Sulivan 
notice  of  it,  and  got  that  gentleman  to  be  prefent  while  the 
enquiry  went  on.    The  honourable  Baronet  alfb,  whofe 
name  was  likewife  mentioned^  he  truflied  would  do  bim  the 
jufticc?  to  fuy,  that  he  had  riven  him  the  fuileft  and  faireft 
opportunity  of  heating  all  that  was  uiged  upon  the  fubted, 
as  far  a^  it  aiTeded  him.    Gentlemen  talked  of  the  eledioo 
that  was  intpending^  the  Committee  of  that  Houfe  were 
bound  to  do  their  duty,  without  any  confidetatton  whether 
the  report  they  had  formed  would  or  wbuld  not  aFe£l  par* 
titular  perfons  in  particul^  tranfafiions  out  of  that  Houfe. 
As  to  why  it  was  deferred  fo.  long,  and'  brought  in  juft  at 

that 
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that  criiia  ?  The  aiufwcr  was  fimple  and  plain.  It  was  not 
the  fault  of  the  Committee  thai  the  report  had  riot  been 
brought  in  before.  Its  delay  had  been  occafioned  b^  the  re-* 
fcrvation  of  evidence.  The  committee  had  difcovered  the 
bufinefs  in  queftion  eight  or  ten  months  ago,  but  Mr. 
Wilks  had  been  perfuaded  to  fecrecy,  and  they  had  only  got 
poiTeflion  of  the  altered  records  of  the  Company  eight  or 
ten  days  ago.  As  foon  as  they  had  got  hold  of  him,  and 
found  him  ready  to  tell  all  he  knew^  they  made  no  delayi  but 
completed  the  bufiiicxs  as  early  as  the  delicate  nature  of  it 
would  admit.  The  General  juftified  the  caution  he  had 
ufed  with  re;:^ard  to  withholding  the  (ight  of  papers  from  the 
members  of  that  Houfe,  by  reminding  the  Houfe,  that  the 
Committee  were  refponiible  for  the  report,  and  anfwerable 
for  every  part  of  it  with  their  charad^ers. 

Lord  Mulg^avi  rofe  again,  and  declared,  he  had  not  faid  LnH  MsV 
one  word  in  queftion  of  the  fa^s  Mated  in  the  report;  he  6'**^ 
had  profefled  to  be  ignorant  what  thofe  fads  were,  and 
confequently  could  not  fpcak  to  their  validity.  What  ftruck 
him  very  forcibly,  and  what  he  thought  a  received  principle 
In  the  courts  below  was  this :  That  if  in  the  progrefs  of  a. 
caufe  whieh  cannot  be  immediately  decided,  the  evidence  is 
likely  to  affefl  the  interefts  of  the  parties  in  the  liTue  of  an- 
other caufc  to  be  tried  elfewhere  before  a  dccifion  can  be  had 
upon  the  firft,  proceedings  in  the  firft  axe  ftaid,  till  the  ifTuc 
of  the  fccond  is  afcertained.  If  this  was  not  a  received 
principle  in  the  courts  below,  (and  he  pretended  not  to  fpeak 
from  any  thing  like  profeflional  knowledge,  but  merely  from 
his  refpeft  to  the  laws,  and  his  idea  that  they  muft  both  in 
pradice  and  theory  be  founded  in  reaibn  and  juftice,}  he 
was  fure  it  ought  to  be  received  as  a  principle  of  proceed^ 
ing  in  that  Houfe.  The  honourable  General,  his  Lordibip 
obferved,  had  faid,  a  Committee  of  that  Houfe  muft  do 
their  duty,  unmindful  whether  individuals  were  to  be  affecl^' 
ed  by  it  or  not,  in  any  other  place.  This  was  very  true ; 
but  printing  the  report  was  a  matter  that  lay  with  the  Uoufe^ 
and  not  with  the  Committee.  It  was  the  z£k  of  the  former  ; 
and  it  furely  became  the  Houfe  not  merely  to  do  their  duty» 
but  to  take  care  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  naafmer,  that  ferious  in« 
juftice  (hould  not  belts  confequence.  All  he  contended ibr 
was,  that  till  the  ele£lipn  was  over  the  report  ought  not  to 
be  printed.  The  report  contained  imputationa  againft  » 
oiembcr  of  that  Houfe,  add  another  gentleman,  which  thofe 
gentlemen  had  dedaced  th«y,  upon    invcftigation,  could 
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clear  up.  It  was  a  maxim  in  law,  that  where  parole  cvi- 
deuce  'was  given,  9nd  where  teitimony  was  not  taken 
viva  voce,  a  cunning  and  arful  clerk  could  write  it  into  any 
ihape,  or  give  it  any  meaning  he  pleafed.  The  report  was 
written  evidence,  and  it  behoved  the  Houfe  to  take  care 
that  neither  the  errors  of  an  artful,  nor  of  a  negligent  clerk^ 
fhould  be  allowed  to  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  gentlemen 
,  unheard  in  anfwer  to  it. 

Sir  Williao  Sir  fVHtiam  James  obferved,  that  in  the  courfe  of  what  the 
J^<°^'  honourable  Gieneral  had  faid,  he  had  mentioned  to  the 
Houfe  as  a  reafon  for  not  bringing  the  report  down  fooner, 
thnt  it  was  only  eight  or  ten  days  ago  that  the  Committee 
had  got'poflTeflion  of  the  altered  or  obliterated  records  of  the 
company ;  leit  therefore  the  Houfe  might  be  imprefled  with 
that  reafon,  Sir  William  called  upon  the  candour  of  the  ho- 
nourable Gkneral  to  exempt  him  and  Mr.  Sulivan  from  the 
charge  of  fuch  alteration  being  imputable  to  them. 
Cov.  JokA-  Governor  jfohnjione  roie  again,  and  faid,  be  never  would 
^^'^^  admit,  that  a  gentleman,  who  had  for  years  been  concerned 
and  bufv  in  India  affairs,  becaufe  he  fuddenly  declared,  he 
had  quitted  his  connection  with  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
was  therefore  to  be  coniidered  as  an  impartial  perfon  in  a 
queftion,  the  whole  management  of  which  had  been  in  his 
own  hands.  The  ipfciiixit  of  his  diiintercftedncfs  under  fuch 
circumftances  was  no  argument.  On  the  contrary,  the  de« 
claration  of  another  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  paper 
'  which  had  been  withheld,  was  the  wonhv  GeneraPs  pn^r- 
ty,  was  a  proof  that  the  worthy  General  had  been  the  fole 
manufaAurcr  of  the  part  of  the  report  complained  of.  Could 
he  be  impartial  to  his  own  handy  works  ?  Common  fenfe  de* 
nied  the  probability.  With  regard  to  not  printing  the  re- 
port, the  Governor  faid,  be  had  not  uttered  a  fyllable  in  his 
former  fpeech  to  thatefl^ft.  Not  to  print  it,  after  what  had 
paiTcdy  would  juft  do  the  mifchief  that  had  been  fo  much 
talked  of.  If  the  world  were  to  undcrftand  that  it  was  not 
printed  for  fuch  reafons  as  had  been  alledged,  the  report 
would  acquire  all  the  confideracion  and  importance  which  did 
not  belong  to  it.  The  charge,  as  he  had  before  declared, 
was  frivolous  and  nonfenfical.  Let  the  worthy  General  have 
it  printed.  Let  it.  go  forth  to  the  world,  and  they  would  be 
able  to  judge  of  its  abfurdity.  The  Governor  added  feveral 
other  ol^rvations,  fome  of  them  ia  ridicule  of  Mr.  Burke^s 
having  preached  up  modtration .  and  temper  in  one  of  bis 
ipeeches  in  the  Houfe  tfarj^rtccdiDgkvMiag,  and  in  the  very 
4  next 
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next  given  an  exampleof  his  do£lrine  by  flying  into  a  paf" 
Hon. 

Mr,  Burie  rofe  again^  and  again  defended  the  report,  Mr.Borke. 
which  be  faid  was  not  founded  in  ex  parte  evidence,  but  had 
been  managed  in  a  better  manner.  He  alfo  contended,  that 
the  report  ought  not  to  be  confidcrcd  as  the  firft  mention  of 
Mr.  Sulivan^s  name  in  a  manner  not  perfectly  honourable. 
The  Houfe  had  done  fo  themfclves  laft  year ;  as  a  proof  that 
they  had,  Mr.  Burke  moved,  that  the  iivc  refolutions  of  the 
2d  of  May  lad  be  read. 

They  were  read  at  the  table  accordingly* 

Mr.  BurJii  then  added  a  few  words  in  reply  to  what  had  ^'  Burke, 
fallen  from  Governor  Johnflone ;  and  the  queflion  was  put 
and  carried. 

^fprU  2. 

On  this  day  it  was  announced  to  Parliament  that  an  ar- 
rangement was  formed,  and  feveral  writs  were  moved  for. 
It  was  feveral  days  before  the  whole  was  fettled  *• 

Mr, 

*  The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  new  arrangement ; 
The  Duke  of  Portland,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury. 
Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  Principal  Secretaries  of  State. 
Lord  John  Cavendiihy  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
Lord  Vifcount  Keppel,  Firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 
Lord  Vifcount  Stormont,  Prcfident  of  the  Council. 
The  Earl  of  Carlille,  Privy  Seal.  » 

The  above  feven  perfons  to  form  the  Cabinet. 
Lord  Loughborough,  Sir  William  Henry  Afliurft,  and  Sir  Beau- 
mont Hotham,  Lords  Commiiiioncrs  for  ihe  cuftody  of  the  Great 

Seal. 

The  £arl  of  Surrey,  Frederick  Montagu,  Efq.  ai^d  Sir  Grey 
Cooper,  Lords  of  the  Treafury.  « 

Hugh  Pigoc,  Efq.  Lord  Vifcount  Duncannon,  Hon.  John  ToWn- 
fktud^  Sir  John  Lindfey,  William  Joliifie,  Efq.  and  Whitfhed 
Kecne^  Efq*  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

The  Earl  of  Hertford,  Lord  Chamberlain. 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  Lord  Steward  of  the  Houfehold. 

Kight  Hon.  Charles  GreviHc,  Treafurcr  of  the  Houfehold. 

Lord  Vifcount  Townihend,  Maftcr-Gcncral  of  the  Ordnanc?^ 

John  Courtnay,  Efq.  Surveyor-General  of  the  Ordnance* 

Henry -Strachey,  Efq.  Storekeeper  of  the  Ordnance. 

William  Adam,  Efq.  Treafurcr  of  the  Ordnance. 

Hon.  Richard  Fitzpatrick,  Secretary  at  War. 

Edmund  Burke,  Efq.  Pay-maftcr  of  the  Forces. 

Charles  Townihend,  Efq.  Treafurcr  of  the  Navy. 
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Mr.^Wm.        Mr.  ly.  Pitt  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the  American 
'*"•  trade  bill ;  and  as  foon  a$  it  was  read,  declared  he  wiftcd  to 

collcft  the  fcrtfe  of  the  Houle  before  he  made  any  motion  rc- 
fpcfting  the  bilU  If  the  principle  of  it  (which,  froin  the 
frequent, difcuflion  it  had  undergone,  was  certainly  by  this 
time  i'ufficlently  undcrftood)  was  generally  agreed  upootobe 
fuch  a  principle  as  ought  to  be  carriedjnto  praftice  ;  in  thai 
cafe,  coniidering  that  the  fuhjcft  of  the  bill  was  of  the  iirft 
importance,  and  of  fo  preiFmg  a  nature,  that  it  would  admit 
of  as  little  delay  as  pofliblc,  he  (hould  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  Houfe  might  proceed  upon  the  report  of  the  committee, 
and  fa  far  coiAplete  the  bill  as  to  determine  the  efTential  forms 
oF  it.  If,  on  the  other  hanJ,  the  Houfe,  or  any  part  of  it, 
were  not  agreed  upon  the  principle,  he  (hould  under  the  pre- 
if  nt  iituation  think  it  would  avail  but  little,  to  proceed,  and 
that  any  effort  of  his  to  mature  the  bill  would  be  only  aba- 
(ing  the  patience,  and  wafting  the  time  of  the  Houie;  and 
therefore,  Oiould  that  appear  to  be  the  cafe,  he  fhould  move 
that  the  further  confideration  of  the  report  be  poftpooed  to 
a  future  day, 
lord  Shcf-  ^ord  Sheffield  fnxdy  he  had  flattered  himfclf  theclaufe  to  which 
he  had  fpoken  would  have  been  given  up  with  the  fame  can- 
dour as  fcveral  other  very  pernicious  claufes  had  l>ecn  given  up, 
which  was  the  only  atonement  that  could  be  made  for  bring- 
ing in  fo  ill-imagmcd  and  ill-conildered  a  hill.  The  princi- 
ple of  the  claufes  appeared  likely  to  be  extremely  iojortous; 
therefore,  his  intention  was,  after  he  had  dated  bis  objec- 
tions, to  move  for  the  re-comaiitp)ent,  and  he  meant,  in  the 

committee. 

The  Enrl  of  Choi mondc ley,  Captain  of  the  Yeoqien  of  the  Guards, 

James  Wallaec,  Efq.  Attorney- General. 

John  Lee,  Efq.  Solicitor-General. 

Lord  Foley,  Joint  Poft-maftcr-GencraK 

Richard  Brindiley  Sheridan,  Efq.  and  Richard  Burke,  Efq.  Secre- 
taries to  the  Treafury. 

Hon.  Mr.  St.  John,  and  Hon.  Colonel  North,  Vudcr  Secretaries 
of  Stat<. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  r»angcr  and  Keeper  of  St.  Jarae»'*-Pa^l^ 
and  Hyde-Park.  ' 

The  Earlof  J^rrfcy,  Captain  of  rbc  Band  of  ^Penfioncri. 

Lord  Hinchinbrooke,   Matter  of  the  Buck  Hounds. 

The  Earl  of  Mun^Hcld,   bpcakcr  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

The  Eat!  of  "Northington,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

\tr.  Wyndhain,  Secretary  of  State  for  Ireland. 

U'iliUin  EdcU;  Efq,  Joint. Vicc-Trcaturer  of  li eland* 
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connnittce^  to  move,  that  the  remaining  claufes  be  left  out, 
and  that  one  or  more  claufes  be  inferted  in  their  place,  for 
the  purpoie  of  putting  the  United  States  of  Amcrica-rclpec- 
tively  on  the  footing  of  the  moft  favoured  nation  as  to  trade; 
this  will  be  fufficient,  till  we  better  know  what  elfe  is  nccef- 
fary  to  be  done  ;  by  this  we  avoid  plunging  into  difficulties 
and  mifehiefy  the  whole  extent  of  which  we  probably  do  not 
yet  fee,  and  America  cannot  complain  of  a  temporary  billon 
fuch  principles*     The  fupporters  of  the  bill  have  confcfl'ed 
their  doubts  aiid  difficulties  by  the  alterations  they  have  made  s 
cf  the  firft  bill  not  a  finj^Ie  claufe  remains  :  of  the  fc^ond 
there  is  more  new  than  original ;  at  leaft  this  proves  the  dif- 
ficulty, and  it  is  by  no  means  ficHng,  that  a  bill,  certainly  of 
as  much  confequence,  and  of  as  much  difficulty  as  evicr  came 
before  the  Houfe,  (hould  be  prcfled,   cfpecially  at  a  time 
when  we  had  no  ref'ponfible  Minifter,  at  a  time  when  the 
minds  of  men  were  entirely  occupied  with  proceedings  and 
negotiations,    which  he  had  flattered,    would  have  iboner 
given  us  an  Adminiftration^    There  was  no  brunch. of  trade, 
or  to  any  part  of  the  world,  that  would  not  be  affcfled  by 
this  bilL     It  will  involve  us  with  other  countries  ;  only  to 
inftance  Ruffia,  (he  by  treaty  is  to  be  coniidcred  as  the  mofk 
favoured  nation.     Iron  from  thence  pays  a  duty  on  importa- 
tion into  this  country  of  2I.  15s.  per  ton,  while  iron  from 
America  would  be  free  of  all  duty.     If  we  do  not  put  both 
countries  on  an  equal  footing,  we  may  facrifice,  for  a  ipecu-* 
lative  trade  with  America,  the  beft  trade  we  have;  .which  is 
with  Ruffia.     The  duty  on  Ruffia  iron  produces  a  very  con- 
iiderable  revenue  —  Can  wc  fpare  it  at  prefent  ? 

The  prefent   bill,  his    Lordfliip  continued    to   obfervc, 
had   not  had  the  ufual   advantages  of  bills  of  the    kind  ^ 
it  had  not    been    before   a  committee    of  commerce,  as 
the   ftanding   orders  of  the  Houfe   required,  but  it  gave 
up  the  whole   principle   of  our    trade  laws;   it  gave  up 
the    principle   of   the    Navigation   a6l,    »nd    the    a£k     itf 
fclf  in  a  great  meafure  5  it   gave   up  the  only  ufe  and  av(- 
vantage  of  colonies  and  Weft  India  Iflands,  and  for  which 
alone  it  could  be  worth  while  to  incur  the  expence  of  their 
proteftion,  that   is,  the   monopoly  of  their   produce   and 
comfumption.     For  what  have  we  been  fighting  ;  for  what 
have  incurred  our  enormous  debt,  but   for  the  oclufive 
trade  of  America  ;  by  this  bill  America,   now  becpmc  a  fo- 
reign (late,  is  to  enjoy  the  Weft-India. trade  on  better  terms 
than  ourfelves,  and  thcfe  advantages  arc  given  while  loc^l 

4  V  2,  '  circunw 
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circumftanccs  gh'e  many  others,  which  it  is  our  duty  to 
guard  againil,  rather  than  promotCv;  and  not  content  with 
giving  the  property  of  the  loyalifts  to  the  rebels  by  an  abo- 
minable peace)  we  are  now  to  give  tbexn  the  trade  of  the 
remaining  loyal  colonies,  holding  out  a  premium  for  re- 
bellion \  whereas,  if  we  referve  to  our  remaining  colonies 
the  advantages  they  are  entitled  to,  the  inhabitants  of  Nan* 
tucket  and  the  iifhing  coad  would  emigrate  to  Nova  Scotia, 
and  become  our  fubje£ls  for  thofe  advantages,  and  prove 
the  advantages  of  belonging  to  Britain.     This  bill  makes  it 
tbe  intereft  of  our  merchants  to  trade  under  the  American 
flag ;  every  man  knows   that  fliipping  and*  every  provifion 
neceflary  for  ihipping,  may  be  had  in  America  at  two-thirds 
of  the  expence  they  can  be   had  here ;  inftead  of  encou- 
raging the  American  flag,  we  fliould  encourage  the  Ameri* 
cans  to  fail  under  our  flag,  by  which  means  We  might  ac* 
quire  power  over  their^failors.   It  is  the  policy  of  France  and 
Spain  not  to  fuffer  foreign  veflels  to  trade  to  their  iflands 
and  colonies,  and  it  has  b^en   the  policy  of  Englaad,  but 
fuch  is  the  wildnefs  of  the  times,  that  we  are  to  give  up 
every  thins;  that  was  moil  revered  by  us  ;  we  are  to  adopt 
chimeras  m  the  place  of  maxims  and  regulations)  under 
which  the  commerce  and  navy  of  this  country  became  fo 
vail  as  it  has  been.     We  are  to  give  up  all  this   and  our 
whole  commercial  fyftem,  without  a  (ingle  reafon  being 
aifigned  for  it,  except  that  it  is  proper  to  court  a  fpecola* 
tive  trade  with  America  $  America  knows  our  folly,  ihe  is 
not  to  be  caught  by  fuch  filly  expedients ;  we  have  tried 
them  long  enough ;  (he  has  in  every  inftance  treated  them 
with  the  contempt  they  defer\x.     His  Lord(hip  added,  that 
he  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  thought  it  would 
be  an  eafy   matter  to  withdraw  advantages  once  given  to 
America.     On  the  contrary,  if  inftead  of  treating  us  the 
moft  favoured  nation,  which  by  the  bye,  her  treaties  with 
France  and  Holland  prevent,  (he  (hould  think  pn^r  to 
treat  us  as  the  moft  abhorred  nation,  it  would  not  be  our 
policy  to  withdraw  advantages  once  given ;  we  could  not 
do  it,  without  an  entire  commercial  br^ch.    He  wiflied 
tQ  keep  fomcthiag  to  negociate  with.     He  had  an  opportu- 
nitv  fome  days  ago,  of  ftating,  how  the  bill  would  affe£l 
Ireland.     That  kingdom  received  as  a  right  every  advan- 
ta|e  ilie  had  lately  acquired,  except  the  participation  of  tbe 
weft  India  monopoly ;  for  that  (he  was  thankful,  and  injre- 
tum  paflfed  the  a£t,  which  lays  the  fame  duties  as  Briuin  on 

imported 
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imported  fugars  and  other  Weft«India  articles,  an  d  lays 
prohibitary  duties  on  fimilar  articles  from  foreign  iflands. 
By  this  bill  that  monopoly  would  ceafe  i  deprived  of  the 
adyantage,  Ireland  will  think  Britain  had  done  away  the 
confideration  that  induced  her  to  (hut  her  ports  againft  fo* 
reign  fugars.  The  Irifii  z£k  laying  prohibitory  duties  is  hi* 
ennial,  and  will  expire,  next  Chriitmas,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
fappofedy  under  thefe  circumftances  (he  would  continue  it. 
Her  redrefs  will  be  to  take  foreign  Weft  India  goods— at 
leafty  (he  would  not  think  it  neceffary  to  charge  her  owa 
cotifumption  of  fugars  with  higher  duties  than  is  required 
from  America— >(be  will  expe&  to  have  Weft  India  goods 
on  as  good  terms  as  the  American  States,  now  become  fo« 
reign.  Weft  India  planters  (hould  confider,  whether  a  di* 
Te£t  trade  to  the  American  States  will  recompencc  them  for 
the  lofs  of  the  Iri(h  confumption,  and  Parliament  (hould 
confider  what  would  be  the  ftate  of  fmuggling  from  Ireland 
into  this  country,  if  Ireland  (hould  become  the  depot  for 
foreign  Weft  India  goods,  or  of  our  own,  under  low  duties. 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe  again,  and  faid,  he  feared  he  had  been  mif>  Mt  Pice 
underftood  i  all  he  meant  to  have  faid,  was,  that  if  th« 
Houfe  was  agreed  in  general  upon  the  principle  of  the  biH, 
he  thought  they  might  proceed  with  fettling  and  Complet- 
ing the  claufes  of  it  in  that  day,  and  he  rather  propofed 
this,  as  the  neceflity  of  paiRng  fome  bill  upon  the  fubje£l 
was  generally  admitted.  If  the  Houfe  were  not  agreed  up-» 
on  tne  principle,  he  (hould  for  the  reafons  he  had  before 
ftated,  forbear  pre(Bng  the  further  confideration  of  the  bill 
theny  but  approve  to  poftpone  it  to  a  iuture  day.  As  he 
underftood  from  what  the  noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  he  in- 
tended to  move  for  a  re -commitment  of  the  bill  [.Lord  Shef- 
field nodded  alTent]  he  felt  it  would  be  fruitlefs  to  prefs 
the  further  confideration  of  it  under  the  prefent  fituation^ 
and  therefore  he  moved  to  adjourn  it  till  Monday  next, 
meaning  by  that  motion  not  to  put  it  out  of  the  reach  of 
thofe,  who  were  coming  into  adminiftration,  and  who 
might  eitl\er  take  it  up  and  complete  it,  or  drop  it  altoge* 
ther,  and  purfue  a  meafure  which  they  thought  more  like 
to  anf^er  the  purpofe. 

Captain  Ltertrcll  agreed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex*  CaT>tatn 
chequer,  and  with  th;  noble  Irord,  that  the  bill  ought  to  be  Lutudr. 
recommitted,  but  hewottid  move  the  adjournment  for  a 
longer  time,  avowing  that  he  wi(hed  by  that  means  to  get 
rid  of  the  bill,  whi^h  be  (Hir  thought  was  both  an  iuexpe* 
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dieht  and  unneceflary  one,  and  he  was  perfuaded  if  pafled 
in  its  prefent  ihapc  into  a  law,  infinite  prejudice  would  en- 
file  to  our  navv.  as   well  to   the  trade  of  this  countrvi  to 
<  that  of  Ireland,  and  our   other  home  dominions,  wichoat 

benefiting  A'ery  materially  our  diftant  ones  ^  for  he  had  leanir 
from  fome  very  refpedlable  Weft,  India  merchants,  thar 
the  ftores,  provifious  and  lumber  for  the  fupply  of  the  pre- 
fent year,  were  already  fent  from  Europe,  10  that  no  imme- 
diate advantage  could  arife  to  them  from  the  bafty  pai&ng 
the  bill. 
ThfSolici.  The  SoUciter  General  faid,  it  was  univerfally  admitted, 
twOcneraU  i^at  fome  bill  was  immediately  ncceflary,  and  the  mer- 
chants were  extremely  clamorous  for  it,  wanting  an  imme- 
diate out-let  to  their  trade  with  America.  To  what  pur- 
pofc  therefore  was  it  for  the  Houfe  to  go  on  debating  from 
day  to  day;  altering  and  re-altering,  unlefs  they  were  fo 
far  agreed  as  to  fome  certain  principle,  that,  they  could 
bring  their  minds  to  proceed  in  digeiling  the  claufes  of  a 
bill  adapted  to  that  principle  ?  '1  he  noble  Lord  had  talked 
of  treating  the  Americans  as  the  mod  favoured  nation  ;  l^t 
the  noble  Lord  frame  a  bill  upon  that  principle^  and  let  the 
Houfe  turn  their  attention  to  it  \  all  he  wifhed  was,  to  have 
fome  practicable  bill  pafled,  and  confidering  the  neceflSty  of 
'the  cafe,  he  conceived  the  Houfe  would  never  agree  to  put 
it  ^fF  for  three  months,  in  a  moment  when  there  ui'asnot 
an  adminiftration  finally  fettled  who  would  be  refponfible 
for  theconfequences,  confequences  which  he  was  perfuaded 
the  Houfe  would  repent  moft  ferioully,  if  they  did  not  pro- 
vide a  ainft  them  in  time. 
Sir  Robot  Sir  Robert  litrrtei  faid  a  few  words,  and  afte^  fome  tri« 
Hcmct.  fling  altercation,  it  was  fettled  that  the  further  confidcia^ 
tionof  the  leport  Ihould  be  adjourned  till  Wednefday  next. 
A  converiation  took  place  between  the  Lord  Advocate,  Mr. 
Rigby,  General  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Capt.  Rnmbold,  and 
Sir  Adam  Fergufon;  in  which  it  was  contended  on  the  one 
hand,  by  the  Advocate,  General  Smith,  and  Sir  Adam,  that 
the  tmher  confideration  of  Sir  T.  Rumbold*s  bin  fbouldbe 
brought  forward  to-morrow;  and  on  the  other  hand  by  Mr. 
Rigby  and  Captain  Kumbold,  that  it  be  poftponed  to  a  fa- 
Hire  day.  The  argument  in  fupport  of  Mr.  Rigby's  propo- 
fition  was,  that,  as  a  new  adminiftration  was  formed,  and  i& 
confequence  a  number  of  feats  would  be  vacated,  it  was  but 
juft  and  fair,  that  the  evidence  Oiould  have  a  full  hearing, 
and  particularly  the  parole  evidence  of  Mr.  Francis,  that 

was 
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was  to  be  given  at  the  bar.  Againft  that  propofition  it  was 
urged,  that  the  delay  already  was  very  great,  and  that  «s 
the  boiincfs  at  firft  would  only  be  to  read  the  written  evi- 
dence, and  Mr.  Francis  might  be  examined  afterwards,  it 
could  not  injure  the  caufe,  and  would  advance  the  bu(ine(% 
A  confiderable  time  was  fpent  on  this  fubjeft,  and  until  there 
was  not  a  fufficient  number  of  members  to  make  a  Houfe, 

Jlpril  3. 

This  day  having  been  appointed  for  the  farther  hearing  of 
evidence  on  the  bill  againft  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold, 

The  Lord  JJvocaie  mo\cd^  that  counfel  be  called^  to  the'***^'* 
bar  to  proceed  with  the  bill  for  infli6hing  certain  pains  and 
penalties  on  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  &c. 

Mr.  Rojtivarne  roft  to  oppofe  this,  and  to  argue  thp  pro-  Mr- 
priety  and  the  juftice  of  not  proceeding  furtl>er  with  the 
bill  during  the'prcfent  fituation  of  that  Houfe,  but  to  ad- 
journ it  till  thofe  members,  whofe  feats  had  beeu  vacated  in 
confequcnce  of  their  having  accfcpted  the  high  and  impor- 
tant oi&ccs  of  ftate,  were  re-elefted 

Mr.  R'igby  expreffed  a  wifli,  that  in  the  prefent  Gtuation  Mr,  Itigiu, 
cf  the  Houfe^  when  not  one  of  tlie  cabinet  miuifters  could 
fit  in  it,  and  when  fo  many  members  were  on  the  eve  9f 
vacating  their  feats,  in  confequcnce  of  their  different  ap- 
pointments, the  learned  Lord  would  not  prefs  the  buiine(s 
for  a  few  days  \  for  if  it  fliould  go  forward  in  their  ab£cnce» 
he  did  not  know  how  they  could,  in  their  judicial  capacit^t 
decide  upon  evidence  which  they  had  not  heard.  Hie 
created  fome  laughter,  by  faying,  that  in  the  cafe  of  the  bill, 
the  prefeuce  of  Lord  Chief  Juilice  North,  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice Fox,  and  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Cavcndifh,  was  a  matter  •/ 
as  itnporf  ant  to  the  defendant  as  the  prefence  of  Lord  Chief 
Mansfield,  Mr.  Juftice  Buller,  or  any  other  Judgei  chief  or 
puifne  judge  in  their  own  courts  in  Wcftminfter  HalL 

The  Lord  AdvQcaU  joked  a  little  at  the  cxpence  of  the  €»•  IfctLM 
binct  miniftcrs  and  their  friends  in  their  judicial  capacity^  A^wctt^ 
but  the  argument  of  Mr,  Rigby  woukl  go  a  great  w;iy  in- 
deed \  for  they  muft  wait  alfo  for  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Burke, 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Montague,  and  the  other  Lord  Chief 
Juftices,   who  might  have  oceaflon  to  vacate  their  feats* 

At  length,  after  Sir  Tfomas  Rumbold  h^A.  fairly  and  can*  si,xbow«M 
didly  ftatcd  the  great  inconvenience   the  proceeding  with  iLvmbold* 
the  bill  with  a  thin  attendance,  would  be  to  him,  and  Sir 
Adam  Fergufon  bad  with  equal  candour  declared  he  woutd 
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reft  the  queftion  wholly  pn  the  coiinfel  for  Sir  Thomas  as 
mtrn  of  honour,  faying,  thit  it  would  be  extremely  inconve- 
nient to  Sir  Thomas  if  they  proceeded  now,  and  Mr.  Rig- 
by's  having,  on  the  authority  of  the  gentlemen  at  the  bar, 
^declared,  that  they  averred  it  would,  the  Lord  Advocate 
confented  to  adjourn  the  farther  progrcfs,  and  called  on  Ur. 
Rigby  to  name  a  day* 

Bit.  Rigby.  Mr.  Ri^l^  rofe  again,  and  named  this  day  fie'nnight. 
Mr.  Rigby,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeecb,  in  which  he 
moved  for  the  adjournment  of  the  farther  progreb  till 
next  Friday,  made  pretty  free  with  the  whole  proceeding, 
. .  and  faid  the  Houfe  were  ading  in  a  capacity  partly  legis- 
lature, and  ^  partly  judicial,  or  to  ftate  their  real  fituation 
more  truly,  they  were  now  a£lihg  as  the  Judge,  and  might 
^^  have  to  do  the  office  of  the  hangman. 

UHM^  Mr.  Rigby  was  called  to  order  by  the  Lord  Jdvocaee  for 
arraigning  the  condu£l  of  the  Houfe,  and  fafd»  if  the  bill 
was  liable  to  that  fort  of  attack,  it  ought  to  have  been  made 
on  the  firit  reading  of  it,  whe; ,  if  the  attack  was  felt  to  be 
bounded,  the  bill  ought  to  have  been  (Lapped. 

Sir.  Ritby.  Mr.  Rigby  contended  that  he  was  not  out  of  order,  but 
that  he,  and  every  other  member,  had  an  HndoubW  right 
to  arraign  and  cenfure  a  bill  in  any  ftage  ol^s  progrcfs 
through  the  Houfe  till  it  had  palTed. 

Mr.  Rigby  alfo  faid,  he  wi(hed  the  judgment  to  be  ulti- 
mately pronounced,  lay  wholly  in  the  breads  of  the  Speaker 
and  the  Clerks  at  the  table :  they  had  fat  patient'y,  and  lif- 
tened  to  the  evidence  which  had  been  given  vha  veer,  as 
well  as  that  which  was  written.  He  was  fure  the  Speaker  hid 
as  much  wifdom  and  juftice  as  the  Houfe  put  together,  and 
the  Clerks  were  men  of  fenfe,  difcernment,  and  integritj. 

Mr.  Bvike.  Mr.  Burki  delivered  an  animated  philippic  on  the  general 
enormity  of  the  condu£t  of  the  Company's  fervants  in  In- 
dia, and  folemnly  declared,  that  (hould  the  charges  be  made 
out  againlt  the  honourable  Baronet,  he  (hould  not  be  the 
Icape-goat,  but  that  other  men,  againft  whom  charges  of 
equal"  weight  and  blacknefs  were  capable  of  being  alledged, 
ihould  be  brought  to  juftice. 

^r.MtfUa  Mr^  Martin  rofc  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  to  remark, 
that  hiving  been  grofsly  mifreprefentcd  without  doors  in  re- 
gard to  what  he  had  f?id  the  preceding  dav,  it  became  nc- 
ceiTary  for  him  to  take  that  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  he 
had'  no  intereft  or.  prejudice  whatever  in  the  caufe  then 

under  confideration,  nor  any  wi(h  but  to  do  ftridk  and  irnpar* 
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cial  jaftice.  He  had  been  fUted  to  have  made  an  attack  the 
preceeding  day  on  a  moft  reljpe£table  profeffion,  that  of  the 
bar.  The  Houfe,  he  doubted  not,  would  do  him  the  juftice 
to  acknowledge,  that  he  had  not  faid  one  fy  liable  about  the 
lawyers,  qor  even  alluded  to  them.  With  regard  to  the  quef- 
tion  then  before  the  HouFe,  he  thought  the  propofal  of  the 
honourable  Baronet  [Sir  Adam  Fei^ufon]  perfedly  reafon* 
able,  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman  [Mr,  Rigby]  hav- 
ing authority  from  the  counfel  to  declare  what  the  Houfe  had  ^ 
heard,  was  a  fufficient  ground  for  agreeing  to  the  adjourn* 
nsent  propofed, 

Mr.  Byng  and  Mr.  Rigby  going  into  fomething  like  an  < 
altercation  on  points  of  order,  Mr.  Montagu  rofe,  and  ear- 
neftly  recomended  the  Houfe  to  avoid,  with  particular  care, 
any  thing  like  heat  or  lofs  of  temper  on  the  fubjc£t ;  he  there- 
fore fubmitted  it  to  their  general  confideration,  whether  it 
would  not  be  moft  adviieable  to  agree  to  the  queftion  of  ad- 
journing the  farther  proceeding  on  the  bill  to  that  day  fe'n« 
night  without  more  debate. 

This  propofition  was  received  cordially,  and  the  queftion 
being  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  adjourned 

^pril  7. 

Sir  George  Tonge  moved  for  leave  to  bring  jn  a  bill  to  con-  ^*'  Cf*»f« 
tinuc  the  bill  for  punilhing  mutiny  and  defcrtion  in  the  army,     *"**' 
which  was  agreed  to.     He  afterwards  gave  notice,  that  on 
Wednefday  next  he  would  bring  forward  a  propofition  rela« 
tive  to  the  army.. 

jtprin. 

Mr.  W.  Pitu  in  confequence  of  the  queftion  put  yeftexday  Mr.  W, 
by  Sir  William  Cony ngham,  gave  notice,  that  on  the  7th  of  P"*r 
May  be  would  fubmit  to  Che  Hoafe  a  propofition  for  reform- 
ing the  ftate  of  reprefentatioo  in  that  Houfe :  and  in  order  to 
procure  a  full  attendaxKc  of  members  for  the  difcuifion  of  fo 
important  a  fubge^>  he  RK>ved,  that  the  Houfe  be  called  oyer 
on  the  6th  of  May,  and  that  the  Speaker  do  fend  circular 
letters  to  the  different  High  Sheriffs,  to  warn  the  members 
returned  from  their  rcfpeAive  counties,  to  attend-ihek  duty 
in  Parliament  on  that  day. 

I'his  motion  paifed  without  op|k>fiticin5  and  the  Houft 
adjourned. 

Vol.  IX.  4G  jfp'ril 
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/Iprii  9. 

Mr.  Fo»r  •.  ^""^  Secretary  /i;(f  moved,  t*bat  the  farther  confideraiioii 
of  tiie  .Ainertcan  incercourie  bill  ifhould  W  adjourocd  for 
three  weeks.  ,He  obferved,  that  tlie  priiQcipal  objcAs  of  the 
biUritiigKt  beanfwered  by  aiiegotiatioo^  asd  I^e  Dever  wUhed 
to  /be  that  introduced  into  a  bill,  before  the  coaclufioa  of  a. 
treaty^  which  ought  to  he  tlie  confequet^ce  of  a  treaty.  All 
that  Would  W  neoeilaTy  forthe  prefcQt^  would  be  to  bring 
in  a  biU^  whii;^  iliould  be.  palTf^  .a$  fpeedily  as  poiCblc,  to 
repealthe  prohibitory  aAs,  an^  this  be  intended  to  do  iminc* 
diately;.  ,.  He.  intended  alio  to  naovC)  for  leav£  to  bring  in 
aiioJLhci;,biiJt,  fqr  the  purppfe  df  removing  aU  the  dificnlties 
irtTihc,way;a£.our  tradi  vylib'the  Americans,  occafioncdby 
fagh  <;l4J»Us  .of  the  a£{s  now  inforce,  as  rendered  bonds^  cer- 
tificates^ cockcts,  and  other,  papers  of  that  nature^  neccvary. 
to  be  (irpduced  by  flups  coq;iing  here  from  America^  and 
th  MS  hf^ving  cleared  away  the  great  impediiuents^  and  thereby 
convidce'd  ihe  Americans  of  "our  .jGiicere  deJIn:  I0  si^with 
^lefD  conxnpierciMly  on  ihe  moft  friendly  Yootriig^  he  had  no 
doubt  but  the  negotiation  would  ipeedily  comp  tq  ^o  iiTu^ 
and  the  trade  fall  naturally  Into  its  old  codrfc.  'Mr.^Foi 
laid,  he  was  aware,  that  q»i^afl|  were  entertained,  that  the 
^  .  ,  prohibitpry  laws  were,  already  virtually  repealed  by  the  aft  of 
"'".r... .  the  U'tt  Sfcflibrt*;  or  ifthit  Werb  not'ttic  cafe,  thithis  Mijefty 
tiwd  his  Cfo\ihbil^hiid  tlitt  'f6Wtx  of  f\ifpcDdTng^heini^1)oth 
,  ^KcVe'bpJii?6i^'^ W^ht  ha'vfe-'ibm'e,  fddndaWob,  bat  i%  difetcnjc 
Ttrrtlrtl^AYs  p^Vfeflc/d  reff>^tliitg  %€ttc;  -"aiid  as  It  Wbiild-  h'ave  a 
better  grace,  and  be  a  more  handfome  modt- of  "(Trdblil^ngf 
he  (hould  propofe  to  pafsi  a<ij»fipel  a£l  for  the  purpofe,  which 
would  at  once  put  the  matter  befy  olid  all  poflibility  of  farther 

Mr.^./''  '  MrviW^; '/^ArM'aid,  riie)iieoei2i9ftbf'Xmfnihg>an'!iAteflB6arA 
Pii^  -wiih^ArtveHoi^,  tfnd  thiat  as  etii4y<tfs<|icj(uMe,  iiiun^er  to  pre- 
'Ve1&t-49fh0r  MStftirles  ffom  g<ui4lg  «!«<  ilsn  oftttsi^iaktd Ofry^ 
"l-ng  thoii-'gobAs-vbthc^Amdrn^miiUi^iCct,  ibotitfrH^iywecooM, 
"^w^  a  ln«lt%#  that iliQdr  ]lrefs  UAt^i^ni  -^fcc  conviiftJoii'of  t«ery 
tgehtlemltrtr  ^  He*  hear ti  f y  viiWxtA  *  the  ^icf^ia  likKi  ^Ha  <fii»ftion 
•Might 'tfnft^fth«'($bjea  as  ftdlyas  theh<jdouk^  gifattaiiah 
ypuA  t&(it\be4iibtn  he  owoed,  when  ha^ecAfiAtrdd'dfe  very 

great  difficulties  (many  of  which  hre  wte  tTt»Wiitff^pfosLnd 
9toii2nwtd  h^ve  bc^n  Very  tmilit»fiar4ly«urgtd)^liM4iad  arifen 

in  the  way  of  the  bill,  he  had  the  honour  of  having  iiifMducecl; 

and  when  he  recoUeAed  the  vaft  variety  of  cpnfiderations 
•^  v  •  •*  '  iifc«ofiary 


neoeiTary  to  be  adverted  Vf  in  a  {icrmanent  cpmmcrcimlt  tfe^ 
fy,  be  owned  ke  wa^  not  equally  iknguiae  with  the  honor- 
able i^entleman,  nor  could  he  think  it  pofiible  that  a  treaty 
ib  comprehensive  in  it«  naMKC,  To  n^ultifariout  in  its  objt^j;^ 
aod  altogether  to  (erioully.  important,  could  be  l^rought  to  ^ 
conclufion  in  fo  ihort  a  fp^ce'of  tin^e  as  a  few  week^.  It  wap 
from  a^n  idea  of  the  great  difficulty,  and  the  copfeque^t  and 
unavoidable  delay,  the  bringing  fuch  a  treaty  to  iflTue  muft 
be  attended  with^  that  he  had  been  induced  to  think  it  letter 
to  pafs  a  tempprary  aAy  adapted  to  the  necefpty  of  the  mo* 
ment^  th^n  to  wait  for  the  conclufion  of  a  permanent  treaty* 
If,  bowev«r;i  the  honourable  gentleman  felt  himfelf  warrant- 
cd  tobef^gttineinhisexpedation,  (though  from  what  little 
be  kqew  upon  the  fabje^l,  he  qould  not;  guefs  what  it  wa9 
that  h^d  authorized  fuch  a  fort  of  confidence}  and  the  matter 
could  be  adjuiled  by  treaty  in  fo  ihort  a  time  as  the  honoura- 
ble  gentleman  had  given  the  Hpufe  to  expeA,  he  (hould  bt 
extreinely  pleafed  for  one^  and  be  ready  to  give  his  Majeily*! 
Minif^ers  bis  (hare  of  approbation  and  applaufe, 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  rofe  a|;ain,  and  defired  to  be  i^ul^rftood  ;  Mr«  ?«<# 
\ic  {^}dy  he  wfs  not  fanguine  in  his  expectation  from  any  cer* 
tain  knowledge,  of  which  he  >y^$.  in  pollelfion  that  the  treaty 
of  coipjn^rce  with  Anierica  would  be  concluded  in  a  fev^ 
weeks,  but  from  his  hopes,,  that  whe^  the  prohibitory  aA^ 
were  repealed,  imd  every  difficulty  removed. voluntarily  pi^ 
our  part,  America  woi)ld  h^ve  nothing  to  contend  for,  bu^ 
woold  readily  agree  to  put  an  pod  to  the  treaty  now  in  oegOf 
tiatioo.  With  regard  to  the  bill  in  qpe^ion,  the  honourable 
gentleman  would,'  bedoubied  not>alio)v,  that  if  it  went^n, 
it  would  be  ibme  time  befqre  it  could  pafs, .  [Mr.  Fitt  nodde^ 
^iient].  In  that.iime,  it  wQuld  be  afcertained,  whether  xXv^ 
matter  «puld  be  coQcludfd  Uett^t.by  treaty  or  not;. and  if  i^ 
^)ould  appear  that  it  cpuld  not,  then  the  prefcnc  bill,  or 
foipethiog  like  it,  piiigbt  be  taken  up  and  compleated ;  fof 
tliis  reafon  U'>w!?is  that  he  had  ipoxed  1»  a<yourn  the  bill  ifor 
throe  or  four  weeks,  meaning  ^bcreby  a  real  poftponement, 
and  QOtrto  give  up  the  bill  altogether. 

Mr.  Arden  faid,  that  having  taken  a  part  in  fupporting  the  Mr.  Ardca« 
bii],  it  was  oeceflary  for  him  to  fay  ^,  few  words.  1  he  right 
booourable  S^ci;etary  talked  of  bringing  in  two  bills^  jhe  one 
for  repealing  the  prohibitory  laws;  the  other  for  repealing 
certain  cUiii'cs  of  certain  flatutes  refpc^ing  bonds,  certificates, 
&g.  &c.  W;as  the  right  honourable  Secretary  aware,  that 
both  Ihoie  jfWH^  we^re  within  the  view  of  the  ptefent  bill  J 

4  G  a  One 
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One  of  them  ^thc  repeat  of  tht  prohibitory  lawt)  was  th* 
immediate  aim  of  the  very  firft  daufc,  the  odier  he  belkvej 
of  the  7th  [Mr.  Fox  faid  he  knew  it j.  1  hit  being  the  cafe, 
Mr.  Ardcn  aiked,  why  not  go  on  with  the  pre&nt  bill,  re* 
faining  only  the  two  claufes  in  quefiion?  He  alfe  urged  the 
ceceffity  of  the  Legiflatare*s  pronouncing  an  opinion  in  what 
light  fhips  coming  to  Britifh  ports  from  America,  were  to  be 
w  eoniidered.'  He  wilhed  it  iViight  not  be  left  for  the  lawyers 
and  cuftom-houfe  officers  to  conteft  tUe  point  hereafter.  He 
had,  he  faid,  formed  his  own  opinion,  but  he  fliould  be  forry 
to  declare  it ;  there  was  a  great  delicacy  in  the  cale,  and 
therefore  he  wifhed  the  Legillature  to  put  the  matter  beyond 
all  queftion,  and  to  fay  in  an  aft  of  Parliament  how  Ameri* 
can  {hips  were  to  be  treated,  whether,  as  foreign  (hips,  as 

^  Britifh  fhips^  or  as  the  Americans  were  treated  before  their 

independency,  Mr  Ardcn  reaibned  upon  thefe  points  for 
fome  time,  and  ftrcnuoufly  ureed  the  neceffity  of  having  the 
doubt  and  difficulty,  that  muft  otberwife  be  felt  by  thecuf* 
tom-houfe  officer  removed. 

Mr.  Fox.         Mr.  Secretary  Fox  replied,  and  ftatod  in  a  very  forcible  man* 
ner  two  difficulties  that  ftruck  him  as  infurmountable  reafons 
for  neither  declaring  by  ad  of  Parliament,  that  the  Ameri- 
can fhips  fhould  be  treated  as  the  fhips  of  foreign  nations, 
nor  as  they  had  been  treated  heretofore.     If  it  were  declared 
by  ftatute,  that  we  conlidered  the  fhips  of  America  as  the 
Ihips  of  foreign  nations,  then  every  indnlgence  we  granted 
them  by  the  other  bill,  which  he  had  mentioned,  wvold  be 
regarded  with  jea^oufy- by  other  foreign  nations,  and' the 
Ruffians,  and  every  other  power  With  whom  we  bad  com- 
mercial treaties,  would  be  brought  down  upon  us.     On  the 
other  hand,  he  faw  an  ohjcdion  to  fuffi^ring  it  to  be  declared 
'         by  ftatute,  that  they  fhould  be  treated  as  heretofore,  and  it 
was  this :  he  was  extremely  unwilling, to  appear  to  grant 
them  more  by  the  a£t,  than  upoti  the  farther  agitating  the 
negotiation  it  might  appear  expedient  to  allow  thesn.    In 
other  words,  he  wifhed  not  to  give  occafion  hereafter  to  rc« 
cede  from  our  degree  of  indulgence ;  which  mufl  at  all  times 
appear  ungracious,  and  be  difficult  to  manage.     For  thefe 
rcatbns,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  though  he  wifhed  not  to  be  conlidered 
as  an  enemy  to  the  independence  of  America,  nor  as  in  any 
fhape  grudging  or  regretting  that  circuniftance,  yet  he  could 
not  content  to  treat  them  as  Britifh  fubjefts,  and  indeed 
without,  on  the  one  hand,  giving  offence  to  other  foreign 
nations,  or  creating  difficulties  for  ourfelveshereafteri  on  the 

other^ 
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other,  he  faw  no  other  mode  of  confidering  them  zt  nil  prae^ 
ticable;  and  fo  confidering  Aem,  be  thought  il  better  t<l 
let  the  doubts,,  ftarted  by  the  learned  gentleman  near  him, 
remain  untouched  for  the  prefent,  than  attempted  to  be 
cleared  arway. 

Ml'.  Eyre  propofed  the  paffing  an  immediate  law  to  open  Mr.  Eti*. 
the  trade  with  America  on  liberal  terms^  but  with  an  excep- 
tion as  to  the  permitting  their  ihips  to  bring  over  rum,  fu-^ 

rs,  and  other  articles,  the  produce  of  the  Weft  li.dia  Iflandt*    . 

r.  Eyre  fatd,  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe  America  wai 
inclined  immediately,  on  our  paffing  fuch  a  law,  to  pafs  ft 
fimilar  one,  making  the  advantages  reciprocal  to  both  coun- 
tries. Mr.  Eyre  read  the  heads  of  a-  bill  he  had  drawn  for  the 
purpofe»  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  clear,  intelligible,  and 
wclK-adapted  to  the  occafion. 

Mr.  Z),  Hartity  faid  a  few  words  in  fapport  of  Mr.  Fox's  ^'\P* 
argument,  and  in  order  to  fhew,  that  it  would  be  more  ad-    *    '* 
vifeable  to  pafs  a  new  bilF,  than  to  adopt  that  already  before 
the  Houle,  with  a  very  long  apd  copious  title,  by  no  means 
confined  to  the  (ingle  objeA  of  repealing  the  prohibitory  laws. 

The  queftioa  was  put  for  adjourning  the  farther  confide* 
ration  of  the  intercourfe  bill,  and  it  was  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

Mr.  Secritary  Fox  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  Mr.  Fox, 
to  reftore  the  freedom  of  comnterce  with  America. 

Mr.  75.  Hartley  was  of  opmion,  that  this  would  not  anfwcr  JJ'-  p* 
the  right  hooourable  member's  objeA ;  as  fuch  a  bill  would    "*  ^'' 
enable  us  to  trade  with  America ;  but  would  n  )t  enable  Ame- 
rica to  trade  with  us;  for  though  under  this  billan  Englifh 
Ihip  trading  to  America  would  be  free  from  confilcation,  yet 
an  American  (hip  on  her  way  to  Oftend,  would  be  liable  to  - 
feizu*-e ;  and  therefore  he  fubmitred,  whether  the  word  of 
America,  would  not  be  better  than  the  word  with  America. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  thought  both  objeAs  would  be  anfwercd  Mr.  Fot. 
by  the  word  with  ;  however,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  with 
an  intention  to  make  it  again  ibme  other  day ;  and  the  Houfe 
adjourned. 

Jpril  1 1. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox's  bill  for  repealing  the  pohibitory 
aAs  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  but 
before  the  Speaker  left  the  chair,  ^ 

Mr.  Jenkinjon  defired  to  know  by  what  other  bill  or  bills,  Mr  Je«. 
the  preient  one  was  xq  be  followed  up ;  for  there  was  not  a  ^mAyn. 

doubt 
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deiibt  but  the  preTcnt  bill  aloQO,  wpold  of  icielf  be  infofficten^ 
«i}d  louUy  iaadf<]a8|te  to  the  qnd  of  opcaii^  ao  ijiicroouxfe 
with  America.. 
%/ir.  F«x.  ^  Mr.  Sfcniary:  J!*(^  agreed  that  this  tpfiaftire  aloae  would  be 
infuificlent ;  he  would  therefore  follow  it  up  with  another 
.  I  billy  for  repealing  the  aft  that  irapofcd  a  aecciBty  oo  the 

IhipA  cofBiBfl;  (rm^  America,  of  beiag  provided  with  certifi<» 
calei  from  American  governors,  of  giving  bonds  oo  clearing 
oiH  from  Briti(b  ports,  and  fiiewlng^  their  maiufefta.  H^ 
wat  ready  to  fay,  tha^  both  thefc  aieafunes  put  togjeUieri 
would  be  c)0  btherwiie  fujScieat  for  opening  the  intercoorie, 
than  inarmuch  thay  would  rcj[i|ove  prelMmnary  obfiacles, 
withoat  the  removal  of  whicb,  the  iatercourfe  coi4d  in  no 
wife  be  reAored ;  a  treaty  might  do  the  reft. 
Mr.W.  Mr*  fViUiam  Pttt  admitted  the  neceffity  of  repealing  the 

V'liu^  p'roblbitory  ad«,  by  afpecial  a£l  of  Parliamenty  though  be 
was  of  opioion  that  ^y  thq  recqgpitionof  American  indepen- 
dence^ theie  a£ts  were  virtually  repealed,  and  dpne  away : 
all  therefore  he  had  to  fay  atprefent  was,  that  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  bill  then  beforp  the  Houfe,  which  in  the 
preamble  profefled  to  be  for  the  purpofc  of  opening  the  inter- 
courle  with  Aqaerica,  CQuld  never. anfwcr  that  purpofc 
Mr.  Arden.  ^r-  ^rcUn  faid  a  few  words,  and  the  Houfe  went  into  the 
comqfiiuee,  Whe(e  the  blank's  ia  the  .bill  were  filled  up^  wtlh« 
out  any  debate;  when  the  Houiie  wfis  rcfumed, 
G«r  r  n  Goveroor  Jdhnft^m  faid  he  had  two  qiieftions  to  poi  to  Mi- 
jobDftone,  nifters,  to  which  he  would  be  very  happy  to  receive  aalwcrs. 
News  of  a  very  alarming  nature  had  arrived  fsom  the  £aft 
Indies :  He  had  confidered  every  circnmfiance  relating  to  our 
affairs  in  that  quarter  with  this  greaceft  attention ;  and  be 
was  free  to  fay  he  did  not  fee  them  in  to  defperate  a  ftate  as 
many  did,  for  he  believed  that  the^re  were  means  by  which 
tltey  migl)t  ftill  be  •retrieved;  but  thele  means  he  confelicd 
depended  on  contingences ;  tlie  ^ws  of  the  peace  might  be 
eur  falvation.  The  ({ueftions  therefore  that  he  would  {>ut  to 
Minifters  were  thefe ;  had  any  difpatches  been  ieftt  by  lea  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  to  carry  to  that  part  of  the  world,  the  news 
of  the  peace  being  concluded  ?  Did  Minifters  inteiia  to  pub* 
lifh  any  of  the  accounts  lately  bi^ught  over  from  India?— - 
To  explain  his'firft  queftion,  hefaid|  'hedid  AQt  mean  toaik 
if  any  difpatches  had  been  lent  by  land,  for>he  bimfclf  knew 
when  the  Uft  difpatches  by  land  wece  lent;  noi^did  he  meaa 
to  aik  if  difpatclies  had  been  lent  by  fea  in  an  Eaft  tndiaman, 
for  they  might  almofl  as  ^c\ly  in  point  of  expedition^  be  fent 

**  **■  in 
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Id  a  dttfig'Cftrt;  but  he  nieafttM  aft,  tfa  <f&{iffarling  veflVf 
kad  been  iefit  aot,  to  'C9ct*f  to  India,  the  news  of  the  f>eace: 
As  m  iHtsfecond  qudftion,  Tcftauve  to  the 'publiihttrg  the  laft 
acsoonvs  froM  the  Indiei^  he  \rould  not j^refti'ft  onMinifters; 
fhcj  ^ere  the  beft  jtid^s'hoir  fitr  they  bu]^t6he  miblifli-^ 
ed;  bot  this  nii!ich  he  Wc^Id  fky^  that  the  fiibfic  had  an  on- 
doubted  ri^t  t6  halrefdme'itiforrhation  on  a  TubjeA,  in 
which  they  Wotc  fo  deeply  int^rcfted. 

Mr.  Sictetary  'Pox  ifeid  h«  ivould  reacifily  ai/Rrcr  the  qucfr  Mr.  Seci«. 
tioni  if  he  cwld  ;  bat  as  to  ihe'fitft,  ht  tealiy  did  not  knoW  *^  ^•** 
whtotftierthd  kte  Mil^ifkfrs  had  ^ii^at£hed  a  ^^1  to  India 
wMi  'the  ^afrticles  of  pefate; -however,  hewobtd  not  lofe  4 
moment. to  enauire  into  the  nfmtter;  and  when  he  (hculd  be 
befteV'tiffbrnml,  he  WoiAd  reiURly  gite  an  an^er  f6  the  ho- 
Mo1raH>te  '  Member's  -^deftiM)  fremi^ng,  -  4iotv^^yef,  th^t 
Mitiiiknto«doubtedly  bc^ht'Hyhave  Teat  tMeUlit^  rnttWh- 
gcftfecbf  the  peace  to  thc-'Inaics.  As  to  the'tJuWllhing  of 
the  lafrsiccounts  from  Inditr,  ke  codM  noft  asyct'^hre  a  »ti5^ 
faftoty  HhfWer;  but  he*\VOtildgo  fo  far  as  to  ^ly,  diat  ftO 
TOOch  '6f  dfi^tches  On  ^Wt  public  fiibjcfts,  'oaght  to  be 
:jnibltflltd,'as'lhould  be  confiftcnt  with  ])tiMic  g6od.  This 
brifitttfr  hbttng  ended  here,  Mr.  Sccrepary  'Foie  mored^ 
**  Thttt  tta¥«  be  g?vte  tb  bring  in  a  bill  To^fVdVc6ting  any 
mMiffeif/  (^rtificate;  6r  oth«r  ttrtdinient  bcWgf^gtii.red  from 
•any  ftlbs' -IWteln*4ng  ¥o-thfe  United  btates  of ' 'ATficrici,  ar- 
'tiy'tA^lfm'  «heMe  at  Sriy  'p6^t  in' this  kingdom;  or 'dpon 
^cnterfftfe  W  dteatinjg  but  froth  any  pbrt'oP  this-ki'ngdom,  for 
any^n  Within  the  faid  United  States.'*  'A'fhoft  debate 
afofe't*pbh<t.  •  ^' 

Bir^^fe^ge  f^ftp  objcftcd  to  Ac  motion 'as  iniotttplete,  for  Sir  George 
^^int^af  the  words  «  Bfitlfli<flirps*'  bcinp  JhfcrtWin  it.    *   ^onge. 

*M¥.  St&miiy  Air-4kid»  i£  ^poh  difctiiffi^MM  ^\ti,  the  Mr.  Secre- 
'maftcf^lfta^ted  by  th«  hofteN!i>rabte  gentk^n^'^teodM  l^^r  t»y  fo& 
^n^clAvy  to  tfe  inftrted,  it  tnifgbt  then  fefe  doirtfi      ^f   - 
'     Mr*  'Jalkhifon  faid,   the  qtfdftion  betwoen  ^im  'and  the  Mr.  Jen- 
Vight  ^d6nrab{e  ^Secretary  W*9  nor>  whether  the  moft  ad-  Wnfon* 
v?lett)Ii  'i<i«rfy  to  opfcn  an  interctotirfc  with  A'th^rJwl,  rwas  by 
ttfn^ffiilgM  iht  idi^diiMntft  to  that  iritettodr^^  tliat;ftddd 
•«p^n  <he  ftfitt^lfe  books?' 'Bbt  whether  •the'  t^U^riow  moved^ 
WbiiM^fdlly  aiifwer  that  jMirpbft.    Taking'-aW^y  Ic^l  impe- 
-dirtrftntt  to^he  irttercourt'e,  Mri  Jenkinfon  faid,<'h4f  agreed  to 
'  be- the' -Heft,  and  indeed  the*  'onlf  poflft>lt<W«^*f'r€ftori«g 
the  rride  with  Aoierie^,  birt'hehad  hisybhbft",  Whether  the 
prdihit  ]>iU:woald  ^prbckice  tthnt'effiea^  atidF^$t*-flfould«be 

found 
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found  that  it  did  not^  he  thought  it  would  be  extrcaicljr 
wrong  to  go  on  with  a  bill  of  that  kind  thcn^  and  after  tl^ 
holidays  be  obliged  to  bring  in  ahothef  to  make  up  for  \i% 
deficiencies^  Mr.  Jenkinlbn  |-ea(bned  on  this  for  Come  tioie, 
ind  faid,  he  meant  to  fpeak  to  the  cjueftion  fairly,  for  he 
was  ready  to  admit^  that  the  principle  adopted  by  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  was  a  right  one.  There  was,  )>ow- 
ever,  a  matter  of  danger  in  the  application  of  it,  which  he 
would  mention  then ;  and  which  muft  be  provided  a^iofl  in 
the  bill ;  and  that  was,  the  danger  of  leaving  fuch  an  open- 
ing  as  fliQuld  ^fTord  any  veflels  aflanaing  the  name  of  Aine- 
rlcan  (hips  to  turn  fmugglers,  and  convey  goods  uncuftomed 
into  every  port  in  the  kingdom.  « 

Mr.Eicfl.  Mr.  Eden  faid,  that  though  the  j^Ioufe  had  undergone 
many  long  diicufHons  of  the  prefent  quet^ion,  in  the  couric 
of  the  laft  fix  we^ks,'  there  never  had  ,exifted,  nor  did  there 
now  appear  to  exift,  any  difference  of  opinion,  as  to  the  ob* 
je£t  in  view;  that  object  was,  to  gain  by  libcraU  but  pru* 
dent  mearures,  as  great  a  fiiare  of  the  American  commerce 
as  could  be  gained,  without  imminent  riSque  or  afliial  difad- 
vantage  to  the  naval  ftreogth  of  Xjreat  Britain.  In  porfuing 
that.objoQ,  th^  Houfe  Teemed  alfo  to  be  agreed,  as  to  the 
■propriety  of  leavipg  that  negociation  for  the  pre(cAt,  uncon- 
fined  by  laws,  to  the /air  exertions  of  thcKing^s  Minifters: 
and  he  underftopd  i-t  now  to  be  an  admitted  principle  of  po- 
licy, rather  to  found  the  regulating  a£ls  upon  the  treaty  to 
be  concluded,  th^an  to  anticipate  all  grounds  of  treaty  by  a 
parliamentary  interference^  which  might  indeed  Und  oor 
own  commerce,  but  could  not  open  or  infure  any  mutuality. 
Subjc&  to  this  principle,  his  right  honoorabie  friend  had 

-      '  prpppied  two  hills,  merely  to  remove  reft;rainls>  which  in 

nobody's  opinion  ought  to  fubfift^  whatever  mighl  be  the 
.  evel^  pf  ^ihe  uegQciation:  fuch  a  meafure,  fo  far  as  it 
went,  was  undoubtedly  right;  but  other  gentlemen  had 
jufily  obferved,  that  a  mere  repeal  of  reftraincs  would  in 
fome  refpeAs  do  too  little,  in  others  too  much:  i|  would  be 
found,  for  example,  on  referring  to  the  firft  claufe  of  the 
navigation  ad,  that  unlefs  tcmt  farther  regulation  (houtd  b^ 
made,  the. (hips  of  the  Uniti^  States  would  remain  excluded 
from  our  port^  as  beins  Americaa  (hips  from  territories  not 
belonging  to  hi^  Majefty  :  in  other  inftanccs,  the  mere  re- 
peal of  reftrainits  would  do  too  much  $  moft  expenfive  frauds 
and  abuies  might  take  place  in  the  whole  bufinefs  of  draw- 
backs and  bounties  i  and  again,  thie  whole  c^ryiog  trade  of 

^  *  the 
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the  Weft  Indies^  would  be  opened  to  the  United  States  ;  hft 
couldy  if  it  were  nccefiary,  ftate  many  other  cireumftances^ 
to  fhew  the  necellity  of  fupplyiog  thefe  refultiog  defe£ts  of 
the  nieafarey  by  a  difcretionary  power  to  be  lodged  in  the 
King  and  Council,  or  in  the  Commiffioners  of  his  Majefty^s 
Treafury  :  but  as  that  neceflity  feemed  to  be  at  length  al- 
lowed by  all  (ides  of  the  Houfe,  he  would  merely  move  aa 
amendment  to  the  title  of  the  propofed  bill,  to  authorife  hit 
Majefty  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  to  make  fuch  farther  regu- 
lations as  may  be  proper  and  expedient. 

The  amendment  was  read  by  the  Speaker  as  follows  i 
**  And  to  give  to  his  Majefty,  for  a  time  to  be  limited,  cer- 
tain powers  for  the  better  carrying  the  faid  purpofes  into 


execution^" 


Mr.  JrJiH  concurred,  and  propofed  to  fhorten  the  tile  df  hSt.  Ardep* 
the  bill,  and   confine  it  merely  to  lodging  a  difcretionary 
power  of  regulating  for  a  limited  time,  with  the  King  and 
Council. 

Mr.  Fox  defired,  that  the  title  might  be  as  amended  by  Mr.  Ut. 
Mr.  Eden,  and  it  pafled  accordingly. 

}ffril  14. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  received  from 
Lie.uteaant-General  Boyd,  the  following  letter,  in  return 
to  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  fignificd  to  him  by  Mr.  Speak«> 
cr,  in  obedience  to  their  commands  of  the  12th  day  of 
I>xember  laft. 

"S  X  K,  ^  Gibraltar,  March  13th,  1783, 

^*  By  his  Majefty's  frigate  Thetis,  which  arrived  here  on 
the  lothinftant,  I  was  honoured  with  your  moft  polite  letter 
of  the  13th  December,  inclofing  a  refolution  of  the  Houfe 
of  Conimons,  in  which  I  am  named  as  an  officer  of  this  gat« 
rifiin  worthy  of  their  thanks^ 

^^  For  this,  in  my  eftimalion  one  of  the  noblcft  teftimo* 
iiials  a  Britifti  officer  can  receive  of  his  (ervice,  I  am  to  beg 
yoa  would  be  pleafed  to  ofter  the  moft  cordial  acknowledge- 
ments of  a  worn-out  veteran ;  who  has  ferved  fifty-three 
years,  moft  of  that  time  abroad,  and  who  now  only  laments 
that,  fi^om  the  rapid  progrefs  of  age  and  infirmities,  he 
c?onot  hope. to  be  of  any  farther  iervice  to  his  King  and 
country. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  rcfpeft, 

Your  nooft  obedient  humble  ftrvant, 

ROBERT   BOYD/' 
Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Cornwall,  &c.  &c.  &c.  * 
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Mr.  Brett. 

The  Lord 
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Tlie  Lord  Jdvocate  moved  that  counfel  (hoold  be  heird  to- 

.  morrow  on  Sir  Thomas  RumboM's  bill.    He  at  the  (ame  time 

remarked  the  inattention  of  geotlemeo  on  the  iaftdajr,  when 

that  bufinefs  came  before  them,  as  there  were  not  prefent 

more   than  thirty-two  members.    He  exculpated  Captain 

.Rumbold  from  any  blame  in  potting  off  fo  important  a  fub- 

JcA,  and  in  the  event  of  which  he  was  fo  nearly  concerned 

on  fo  thin  an  appetrance.    His  Lonllhtp  exprelied  a  defire 

that  Lord  Mahbn  would  poftpone  his  motion  for  leare  to 

bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  bribery  and  corrapttoa  af  eteftioos, 

which  ftood  for  to-morrow,  to  fome  other  day^  at  it  would 

interfere  with  the  bufioefs  he  was  yoA  fpeaking  on. 

Lord  Alahon  replied,  that  he  belteytd  there  woidd  be  no 
oppofition  given  to  his  bringing  in  the  bill,  hot  if  ho  (bund 
k  was  likely  to  give  rife  to  debate,  it  would  then  be  time 
enough  for  him  to  defer  bis  motion. 

Lor4  John  Cavmdi/h  gave  notice,  that  on  Wedncfilay  lie 
would  open  the  budget.  On  being  aiked,  whether  he  inten- 
ded to  lay  both  loan  and  taxes  before  the  Honfe,  his.  Lord- 
liiip  faid  he  would  confine  bimfelf  on  Wednelilay  to  the 
loan. 

Governor  Johnjlone  feeing  Mr.  Secirtary  Fox  in  his  place, 
alkcd  if  any  difpatch  had  been  fent  by  fea  to  India,  with  an 
account  of  the  peace. 

Mr.  Brett  faid,  that  a  few  di^ys  ago  the  Crocodile  frigate 
had  been  difpatched.    . 

The  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  government  of  India. 
This  motion  he  prefaced  with  a  fpeech,  in  whidi  he  opened 
the  plan  that  he  intended  to  pitrfue  in  his  bill :  he  touched 
on  four  principal  heads:  the  lirft  was  relative  to  the  Govern- 
ment-general of  Bengal :  here  he  intended  to  hare  a  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  who  Ihould  have  a  contionKng  power  over 
the  inferior  governments  of  India ;  and  to  the  Governor 
General  he  meant  to  give  much  greater  power  riian  had 
hitherto  been^  given  to  perfons  in  that  iitmtion ;  for  he 
would  have  him  vefted  with  power  to  aft  even  s^inft  the 
will  and  opinion  of  die  council,  whenever  he  fhonM  tkiafc 
that  in  Co  doing,  he  was  aAing  for  the  pnUic  good^  but  in 
fuchacafe,  a»  he  Ibould  have  the  fole  power,  (b  he  ilionid 
have  the  whole  refponfibility  on  himfelf.  The  fecond  head 
he  touched  on,  was  relative  to  the  inferior  governments :  in 
ihel'e  he  did  not  mean  to  give  the  governors  a  power  to  aft 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  councils ;  but  he  would  allow 

tbcm 
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tbcm  a  negative  on  every  propoikion  till  the  detcnni nation 
of  tbc  Governor  General  and  Conncil.of  Bengal  fhoold  be 
known.     The  third  head    related  to  the  zemmdaries^  and 
other  tenures  of  lands.    In  the  year  15739  when  Hindoftaii 
was  conquered  by  the  Moguls,  a  tribute  was  tropoled  on  the 
Zemindars  ;  and  while  ihey  continued  to  pay  this  tribute, 
they  confidered  themfelves  as  abfolute  mailers  of  the  foil : 
They  let  out  their  zemindartes  in  parcels  to  the  Ryots  at 
certain  rents,  and  while  they  performed  the  oonditions  of 
ibeir  ttnuries,  thev  looked  upon  themfelves  as  fccure,  as  per« 
nmient^  and  aa  ftable  3s  any  freehold  in  England  is  to  it» 
owner.    This  wife  principle  obtained  tiU  the  year  1728, 
when  a  very  oppofite,  and-  very  deftrufttve  one  began  10 
prevail,  namely,  that  the  Emperor  of  Hiodoftan  was  the 
abfokite  Lord  of  the  foil.     This  principle  he  would  totally 
overturn,  and  introduce  another,  which  (hould  give  perma* 
neiipy  to  the  lanc|-hoIders  in  their  refpeAive  tenures.    The 
fourth  head  was  relative  to  the  Rajah  of  Tanjore,  and  the 
Nabob  of  Arcet :  He  was  forry  to  fay  that  there  had  been 
pains  taken  to  keep  up  in  the  minds  of  the  latter,  hopes  and 
expeftation  of  recovering  certain  territories  from  the  former, 
to  which  he  pretended 'to  have  a  claim]  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  fill  the  mind  of  the  Rajah  with  fears  that  he  (hould 
lofe  thofe  territories,  to  which  he  had  an  undoubted  righc 
under  folamn  treaties  with  the  Company  :  upon  thefe  hopes 
and  thefe  fears,  there  were  not  wanting  perfbos  who  laid 
the  fdundatiott  of  their  fortunes :  but  this  foundation  he 
would  re^move,  by  putttng  an  end  to  thehopes of  the  one,     . 
and  the  feara  of  the,  other  ;  which  (hould  be  tIkStcd  by  fe« 
curing  to  the  Rajah  by  afi  of  parliament,  all  ho  at  prefent 
was  pofleflied  of.     He  then  mentioned  the  debts   of  thefe 
two  Princes,^   and  faid   that  they  oi^ht  to  be  minutely 
enqutted  into,  becaufe  though  he  dotifated  not  but  fome  of 
iham  might  be  juft  debts,  fttll  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
greateft  part  were  the  debts  of  corruption.'— He  ftated  the 
ncceffity  of  recalling  Mr.  Haftiags,  and  making  fuch  reguw 
latioos  for  the  future,  as  fbould  prevent  the  court  of  pro- 
prietors from  adiag  in  tUttSt  oppofition  to  the  fi^nfe  of  the 
Parliament.    He  would  leave  a  blank  for  the  name  of  the 
new  Governor  General  that  (hould  be  font  out  to  replace 
biro.     He  faid  that  a  perfon  o(  high  rank  and  birth,  who 
fhould  leave  behind  him  as  a  pledge  for  his  good  conduA, 
not  only  his  own  perfonal  honour,  but  aifo  the  honour  of  his 
anccftors ;  a  perfoQ  of  independent  fortune^  who  had  not  for 
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ihjtfk  tke  ri^airing  of  fais  eftatc  in  India,  that  bad  Ion 

been  the  norftry  of  ruined  and  decayed  fortunes ;  a  perlbn 

y^ho,  to  the  charafter  of  Governor,  (hould  be  enabled,  by 

his  profeffion,  to  add  that  of  Commander  in  Chief ;  a  per- 

fbri  whofe  integrity  and  high  reputation  in  arms,  for  ikill| 

valour,  and  ceconomy ;  fuch  a  perfon,  he  faid,  would  be 

moft  proper  to  £11  the  high  office  of  Governor*    He  declared 

he  could  have  no  view  whatevtr  in  fuch  a  nomination,  as 

he  had  never  converfed  on  the  fubjeft  with  any  perfon,  and 

was  totally  ignorant  who  might  be  appointed,  except  as  to 

dhe,  and  that  was  too  notorious  for  him  not  to  have  a  know* 

ledgt  of  it.     The  late  adminiftration,  in  looking  round  the 

Kingdom  for  at  fit  perfon  to  take  the  fupreme  govemmentof 

India  upon  him,  niaturally  diretfted  'their  attention  to  that 

jhan,  of  wli«m  ^all  men,   and  all  parties,    were  lavifli  in 

icotiimeiidaripa^     A  man  of  family ,  of  fortune,    and  the 

jhoff  uniulliod  reputation.     A  man  who  to  fervc  his  country 

in  tfie  hoorof  danger,  had  already  been  led  to  quit  all  the 

Endearments  of  domcftic  life,  and,  deaf  to  private  calls  of 

"   thb  tendcf eft-  ncature,  that  the  iieart  of  man  could  be  aflfailcd 

hjf  was  0D(haken  in  his  purpoCe  of  devoting  his  ezifteoce 

and  his  capes  ioLclv  to  the  public.     On  the  virtues  of  this 

inah  the  late  miniftry  built,  and  jufliy  built  all*  their  hopes 

of  the  falvation  of  our  dying  interefts  in  Aiia.     Here  there 

was  no  broken  fortupe  to  be  mended— here  was  no  avarice 

to  be  gratifi6d.-^Here  was  no  beggarly'  mufiifoom  kindred  to 

be  provided  for-^no  crew  of  hungrV'  followers  gaping  to  be 

gorged*^ no,  bi;it  a  nobleman  wis  pngled  out  for  this  bofi- 

nefs^  than  whom  I  challenge,  faid  the  Lord  Advocate,  any 

piao  in  this  Houfc,  or  out  of  it,  to  fay^  •  a  more  it  perlbo  in 

his  Majefty's  dominions  could  be  found  on  the  occafioo^s 

inore  fit  did  I  fay  I  I  challenge  the  jprddnftioii  even  of  his 

jbqual  for  the  employment.     Where  will  you  meet  with  one 

who  unites  in  himfelf  fo  many  .of  thofe  qualities  that  are 

^blblutely  neceflary  for  the  important  ftatton  to  which  it 

was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  laft  miniftry  to  call  him. 

Shew  me  the  man  whom  health' of  body  and  of  mind  enable 

to  take  upon  him  the  fupreme  command  in  India,  who  adds 

to  thefe  requifites  a  military  fame  of  the  firft  lufhe,  not 

only  among  Britons,  but  every  nation  in  Europe  }  Shew  me 

the  man  whoie  loeconomy  and  integrity  in  the  discharge  of 

his  duty  as  a  Commander  in  Chief  are  equally  confpicuous? 

Where  is  the  inan  whofe  gentlentfs  of  manners  fo  fits  him  to 

If^A  the  a^e£tions  of  the  oppr^fled  Eaft  Injism^  i  Where  it 
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the  itistn  who  writ  be  hardy  enough  to  ftirt  up  in  competition 
with  foch.a  cbaraficr  as  this^  who  will  at  the  fame  time  faf  . 
what  (this  perfbn)  Lord  Cornwallis  can  ?  '^  I  leave  yoo,  as* 
pledges  for  the  propriety  of  my  coodoft  in  India,  my  owir 
unfpottcd  reputation,  and  the  untarniflied  roll  of  an  illuftriouv 
anceftry.  I  am  not  a  needy  upftart  adventurer ;  I  have  no 
temptation  to  quit  thofe  honourable  paths  in  which  hitherto 
1  have  walked.  I  thank  God  I  am  in  pofleilion  of  compe- 
tence to  fupport  my  dignity,  and  have  every  reafon- under 
Heaven  to  fpurn  any  vile  means  that  might  c^v  to  degrade 
by  unjuftly  enriching  me."  In  a  word,  continued  the  Ad- 
vocate, here,  honour,  bravery,  ikill^  dignity  and  every  vir^ 
me  that  can  adorn  public  or  private  life,  offers  itfelf  to  the 
aatton  for  employment^  in  now  its  greateft  concern ;  and  if 
tbefe  talents  are  reje^d,  the  prefent  adminiftration  will  da 
a  roifchicf  that  Britain  will  rue  for  ever :  India  is  naoft  cri- 
^cally  fituated.  I  hear,  indeed,  that  a  peace  is  coochided 
with  the  Marhattas  ;  whether  it  be  true  or  no  I  cannot  fay^ 
but  this  I  know,  that  the  villainy  of  the  governqne^t  in  lo- 
(jia  had  brought  about  a  coalition  betwc^eq  the  moft  inveterate 
eaeones  that  could  poffibly  be  conceived— •between  Hyder  - 
Ally  and  the  Marihattas,  people  wha  hdd  been  cpntious^Uy 
fightii^  for  yitars,  and  committing  tht  mod  infamous  pffon- 
ces  againtft  each  other — >and  ualeU  the  prefent  miniftry  have 
a. predilection  for  coalition  mongera,  I  truft  they  will  prefer 
a  man  of  honour  and  honefty  to  die  fupreme  commajid  in 
India,  before  a  man  who  may  have  been  one  of,  or  (heycn 
any  countenance  to  that  government,  .th^t  has  (hewn  To  curi* 
oils  a  difplay  of.  their  ikUl  in  maxch'^iBaking  [ihe  Advo-- 
cate's  fpeech  here  caqfed  a  great  deal  of  laughter  j ; .  He  con-- 
clttded  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  btU  for  tb^  better 
government  of  our  poflfefiions  in  lndi^« .         . 

Governor  Johnftone  entered  into  a  defence,  of  Mr.  Haf-  Governor 
tti^a;  and  inftead  of  being  of  opinioik  that  he  ought  to  be  J^^»^^^ 
recalled,  he  pronounced  the  highcft  panegyric  on  him»  He 
then  faid  that  he  wondered  no  account  had  been  received  of 
the  particulars  of  the  peace  concluded  by  that  gentleman 
with  the  Mahrattas ;  he  himfelf,  however,  had  received  a 
copy  of  the  treaty,  which  he  jheaheld  in  his  hand^  and 
wJiich  was  fufficient  of  itfelf  to  immortalife  that  great  man; 
his  intelligence  was,  that  the  peace  had  been  announced  at 
Madras  by  the  firing  of  the  cannon,  and  T^ftu  d^joyc  by  the 
army  :  the  treaty  was  too  long  for  him  to  read  to  the  Houfe^ 
)>jit  he  would  read  (he  pinth  article  ;  this  flated  that  thp 

(ilarnatii; 
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Ciniatic  fhouU  be  eracviatecl  by  Hyder  Ally ;  that  the  MaJi* 
rtttas  and  the  Englifh  Ihould  not  aifift  «adi  oih«r*s  enemies ; 
sMd  that  DO  Eotopeaii  nation,  except  the  Engtifli,  ihonU  be 
permitted  to  have  a  faftory  in  any  port  of  the  Mahratta  do- 
ttinions.  Thie  tMainr  was  figned  in  March  by  Madajee 
Sindia,  on  die  part  of  the  Mahrattas,  who  was  one  of  their 
chiefs,  and  general  of  their  forces,  and  who  had  promifat 
that  he  would  affift  io  carrying  into  effeA  the  articles  oC  the 
treaty  :  the  treaty  was  ratified  at  Calcotta^  and  had  been  fcnt 
toPoona  to  be  ratified  by  the  Miniftcrs  of  the  Mahrattas; 
but  it  being  know»  at  Poona  that  Mr»  Haftinj^s  was  to  be 
itcalled,  and  that  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Bri<* 
tain  had  uken  the  affairs  of  India  into  their  own  harals,  the 
ffttiiication  had  been  fnfpended  until  it  ibould  be  known 
whether  the  King  would  ratify  it*  He  then  ftated  the  iai« 
menft  refonrces  that  Mr.  Haftings  had  found  out,  to  feed 
the  war,  and  the  iiicredihle  fuppties  that  he  had  raifed ; 
which  could  not  have  failed  of  Aiccefs^  if  France  bad  not 
madethe  moft  aftonifiiing  efforts  to  become  niafters  in  In- 
^a ;  for  they  had  fpent  7,ooo>ooot«  fterling  in  that  iervice ; 
'  they  had  fent  out  feventeen  fait  of  the  tine,  eleven  frigates, 
and  fixteen  tboufand  men  ;  and,  above  att,  a  commander  of 
the  moft  lingular  and  detemHined  charaAer  |  for  Mcmfienrde 
Suffi^ein,  in  a  correfpoodeoce  that  he  had  with  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  relative  to  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  faid,  that  he 
vroeldfend  all  hid  prifoners,  not  to  Bengal,  bat  to  Nqppi* 
tam  ;  the  mcafure  might  appear  harfh ;  Inr  Sir  Ediranl 
might  treat  him  as  harihiy,  if  the  fate  of  war  fhouU  make 
him  his  prifoner ;  afforiiig  him  at  the  feme  time,  that  be 
was  determined  that  one  of  the  two  fquadrons  oa  that  ooaft 
fhould  be  entirely  deflxoyed :  fisch  was  the  defermtned  dfi« 
cer  who  could  alone  render  abortive  the  immenfe  exertions  of 
Mr.  Haftings* 
^if  Renrr  Sir  Hiwy  Fletcher  faid,  that  it  was  known  that  io  a  carre* 
Fktcher.  fpondeuce  between  Sir  Eyre  Coote  and  Uyder  Ally,  the  for* 
mer  having  mentioned  that  peace  had  been  iigned  on  the  part 
of  the  Mahrattas  by  Madajee  Sindia,  Hvdcr  iaid  in  replyt 
that  the  powers  under  which  Madajee  had  a^cd  were  all 
forged.  The  peace  was  li;^ed  by  that  chief  io  Mav  bfl ; 
t>ot  in  November  it  had  not  been  ratified  by  the  MiniAen  at 
Boona. 
loriKoith.  Lord  Ntfrth  rofe  principally  to  aofwer  Governor  Joba« 
ftone's  queftion  relative  to  dilpatches  to  India.  He  waa  not 
in  the  tloufe  when  the  Governor  afked  it.    He  faid  that  dif* 
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patches  had  been  ient  over  land,  others  had  been  lent  oa 
board  each  of  the  company^s  fhipt^  and  another  had  beta 
put  on  board  a  King's  frigate ;  but  from  what  caufe  be  kneir 
oot,  fhe  had  not  yet  put  to  fea.  Another  difpatch  had  becH 
feat  to  Mr«  Fitzherbert  at  Paris^  in  order  that  it  might  he 
forwarded  by  the  iirft  French  (hip  that  (hould  fail  for  the 
£aft  Indies.  His  Lordfliip , replied  to  the  part  of  the  Lord 
Advocate's  argument,  wherein  he  Hated  the  flack  attendance 
of  the  members  of  that  Houfe,  when  a  roauer  of  fudi  in^ 
portance  was  before  them.  His  Lordfliip  averred,  that  he 
had  attended  every  day  except  one,  when  the  bufineis  was 
in  agitation,  and  on  that  day  he  was  abfent  on  ouiterial  bufi* 
nefsy  not  expefiing  any  thing  of  confequence  to  come  on 
in  the  Houfe;  he  had  however  left  directions  to  be  fent  to« 
if  any  thing  of  importance^  that  he  did  not  expeft,  (hould 
Ihcw  itfelf }  in  coniequence  of  this,  a  letter  had  been  fent 
after  him,  which  by  fooae  means  or  other  was  delayed  from 
bis  hands. 

Mr.  Bwrtg  declared  himfelf  to  be  much  mortified  at  all  Mr.  Bmit^ 
times  when  it  happened  that  he  was  obliged  to  differ  from 
the  learned  Lord  in  opinion.  He  was  as  much  difpofed  to 
pay  every  tribute  of  refpe£t  to  ihe  merits  of  the  noble  per* 
iopage,  he  haJ  by  fundry  anecdotes  pointed  out,  as  a  very  iic 
peribn  to  go  out  to  India,  with  powers  of  vaft  extent,  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  was  fo  much  of  a  plebeian  as  to  think 
that  the  high  poft  of  honour  might  as  well  be  filled  by  a  man 
of  middling  rank  in  life.  Mr.  Burke  replied  to  fome  other 
parts  of  the  Lord  Advocate's  fpeech,  from  whom  he  differ- 
ed in  ievcral  things.  He  likewife  remarked  that  the  learned 
Lord  was  now  in  oppofition  to  a  body  of  men  colleftively^ 
to  whom  he  had  formerly  given,  as  individuals,  his  (upport. 

The  Lord  Advocate  rejoined,  and  Mr.  Bufke  {poke  to 
order* 

Mr.  Smith,  a  Direftor  of  the  £aft*India  Company,  rofe 
to  explain  his  reaibns  for  fome  parts  of  his  condu&  as  a  pco* 
prietor  of  £aft  India  ftock.  f 

Mr.  Fox  combated  the  Lord  Advocate's  arguments  m  a 
moft  mafterly  ftile  of  argument,  and  declared  himfelf  at  a 
lols  to  guefs  who  the  learned  Lord  could  mean,  when  lie 
compared  their  junAioii  to  that  of  Hyder  Ally  and  the  Mab-* 
rattas. 

After  a  converfation  between  Commodore  Johnftonc  and 
one  or  two  other  members,  the  ^cftioa  was  put^  and  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill. 
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Jpril  15. 

The  order  for  the  fccond  reading  of  the  bill  to  remorc, 
ice.  bonds,  cercincates,  cockets,  &c«  which  were  neceflanr 
to  be  produced  by  (hips  conning  from  America,  and  to  Tclt 
powers  in  the  King  and  Council,  &c.  being  read, 
XMdSbef-       Lord  Shfffiild  rofc,  and  <)eclarcd,  when  the  buiineis  of 
^tc*^         opening  the  trade  with  America  was  iirft  agitated,  it  did  not 
^eem  to  him  improper  to  leave  it  to  negotiation,  and  in  the 
mean  time  to  give  certain  powers  to  the  King  in  conocii, 
but  he  was  now  fo  much  alarmed  by  the  opinions,  princi- 
ples, and  ideas  which  had  been  thrown  out  by  thoTe  who 
might  have  the  management  of  the  bufinefs,  that  be  could 
not  avoid  expreffiog  his  doubts  and  difficulties.     The  rig^t 
honourable  fecretary  (Mr.  Fox)  had  diftinflly  (hewn  the  in- 
^  tention  was  to  confider  the  fubjefts  of  the  IJnited  States  a^ 

Britifh  fubjcfts  for  the  prefent,  at  the  fame  time  avowing 
they  (hould  not  be  put  on  fo  good  a  footing  by  treaty.    His 
Lordfhip  obferved  there  could  be  no  propriety  in  putting 
them  for  a  moment  on  a  better  footing  than  was  afterwarcS 
intended ;  once  having  got  fuch  advantageous  ground,  the 
difficulty  would  be  to  get  them  from  thence;  and  putting  them 
in  that  lituation,  fays  he,  we  give  every  advantage  over  us  in 
negotiation,  and  it  cannot  and  will  not  be  their  intereft  to 
conclude  or  haften  a  commercial  treaty,  which  is  to  deprive 
them  of  the  double  advantage  they  derive  from  being  treated 
as  Britifh  fubjefts,  and  at  the  fame  time  a£taally  poueflbi  of 
independence,  confequcntly  enjoying  greater  advantages  than 
curfelves.     For  his  part,  he  had  heard  no  fatisfadory^  *^°- 
meat  againft  confidering  them  at  prefent  as  a  foreign  nation, 
the   natural  oonfequence  of  their  aflerting   independence. 
But  perceiving  how  the  bufinefs  was  now  to  be  tFanfitded, 
he  was  ftill  more  alarmed  by  the  difpoiition  fhewn  two  or 
three  days  ago,  to  Ihake  off  refponfibility,  and  throw  it  on 
Parliament.     We  are  told  the  treaty  (hail  be  laid  before  us 
fcH|our  approbation  ;  but  the  mifchief  will  be  done,  as  in  the 
cm  of  the  peace ;  and  if  the  Minifters  ihould  prove  them- 
felves  as  incapable  of  negotiation,  and  as  negligent  as  their 
prtdeceflbrs ;  it  would  be  poor  fatisfaAion  to  the  country 
to  fee  another  fet  of  men  get  pofleffion  of  their  lucrative 
employments.    But  the  Mmifters  intending,  attheconve* 
itient  time,  to  (hake  ofF  refponfibility,  now^  however,  were 
«ager  to  lake  the  whole  refponfibility  on  themfeUes,  aiid  did 
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not  defire  the  opinion  of  Pstrliamcot;  if  the  Minifters  were 
wife^  if  they  were  not  fclf-fufficienti  they  would  wlfh  'the 

?rinciple  to  be  marked  by  which  they  were  to  be  guided* 
!*he  Houfe  feemed  ready  to  point  out  the  line  the  nation 
would  not  go  beyond)  and  there  could  not  be  a  more  proper 
boiineft  for  a  committee  of  commerce.    vHe  added»  that  not 
wiO&ing  to  depend  in  fo  momentous  a  tranfaAion  on  the  fpe- 
cnlatii^e  whim  of  any  individual,  he  was  very  anxious  tho 
Houfe  fhould  mark,  at  leaft  in  fomc  degree,  the  principle  on 
which  the  negotiation  fliould  proceed,  and  if  he  found  a  pro« 
per  opportunity,  he  intended  to  fubmit  fomc  claufes,  whicl^ 
were  principally  intended  to  a6t  as  guardians  to  the  Naviga* 
tion  zSt;    At  all  events,  it  would  not  be  improper  to  let  the 
Minifters  know  the  country  expelled  the  principle  of  the 
Navigation  aft  (hould  be  kept  entire ;  the  country  was  as  te- 
nacions  of  the  principle  of  that  aft  as  it  poffiblv  could  be  of 
the  princijpie  of  Magna  Charta.  The  Minifters  mould  under- 
ilandy  that  the  carrying  trade  muft  not  be  given  up ;  they 
muft  referve  to  our  remaining  dominions  thoiexclufive  trade  to 
the  Weft*India  illands,  otherwife  the  only  ufe  of  them  would 
be  loft,  they  muft  confine  the  States  refpeftively  to  the  car- 
rying of  their  own  produce  only,  otherwife  we  (hould  ha^e 
none  of  the  carrying  trade.    The  Navigation  aft  gaveiss 
the  trade  of  the  world.    If  we  altered  that  aft,  by  permittin|; 
any  State  to  trade  with  our  iflands,  or  by  furring  any  State 
to  carry  into  this  country  anv  produce  but  its  own,  we  de- 
fert  the  Navigation  aft,  and  (acrifice  the  marine  of  England; 
but  if  the  principle  of  the  Navigation  aft  was  properly  under- 
ftood  and  well  followed,  the  country  might  ftill  be  fafe.    His 
Lordftijp  concluded  by  faying,  the  treaty  fhould  be  the  teft  of 
the  abilities  and  good  management  of  the  new  Minifters,  at 
leaft  with  him,  it  W9uld  decide  the  degree  of  confidence  he 
ihould  give  them  in  future.    It  was  the  moft  important  fub* 
jeft  for  negotiation  the  country  had  ever  known.    It  was  to 
decide  whether  we  were  to  be  ruined  by  the  independence  oC 
America  or  not.    The  peace,  in  comparifon,  was  a  trifling 
objeft,  and  if  a  negleft  of  one  intereft  more  than  another 
delerved  impeachment,  furely  it  would  be  the  negleft  of 
this. 

Mr.  Jinkinfin  objefted  to  the  claufe  giving  powers  to  the  Mr.  Jm^ 
crown,  unlefs  a  provilb  (hould  be  added  to  prevent  any  alte-  '"••'*• 
ration  in  the  duties  to  be  paid ;  and  alfo  to  ftate  that  the 
tide  of  the  hill  did  not  entirely  correfpond  with  its  contents. 
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Governor        Govemor  J^hnflotu  (kid,  that  be  had  oljeAibns  to  die  billf 

Johnftone.   Jx-caufc  hc  did  not  fee  the  ncccflity  for  giving  powers  of  fo 
targe  a  nature  to  the  King  and  Council,  and  he  thogght  \\ 
would  be  more  becoming  both  the  doty  and  wtfdom  of 
»ai  liament,  to  make  the  regulations  wfaicn  were  to  be  left 
)^  this  bill  to  the  Cabinet  Miniflers, 

MK  lot.  ^ri  Secretary  Fox  reminded  the  Honfe,  that  he  had  moved 
the  bill  orii^inaily  for  the  purpofe  only  of  rePcinding  certaia 
tegal  reftriAiona,  which,  under  the  prefent  circnmftances  of 
the  country,  could  not  be  complied  with  ;  and  had  admitted 
the  claufe,  giving^  power;  to  the  Crown^  in  deference  to  what 
appeared  at  the  time  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Eden.  Mr.  Edtn  dcfircd  the  Houfe  to  advert  to  the  firft  clanTe 
more  particularly  than  they  had  yet  done,  as  it  would  ap- 
pear that  fuch  a  claufe  alone  was  not  fufficient  eitlier  to  re- 
gulate, or  even  to  open  the  trade :  that  claufe  exempted 
ihips  from  the  neceffity  of  producing  manifefts,  or  ceitifi- 
cates ;  Undoubtedly  it  was  fo  far  a  right  provifion,  becanfe 
^lanifefts,  which*  arc  the  vouchen  required  to  be  brought 
from  Virginia  an^  Maryland  of  the  quantity  of  tobacco 
(hipped,  can  no  longer  be  either  aiked  or  given  ;  and  certifi- 
cates, whether  taken  ab  returns  to  the  bonds  on  bounties  and 
drawbacks,  or  to  prove  the  built  and  property  of  the  fhipt 
are  alto  impoilible  to  be  obtained,  becaufp  we  no  longer 
have  officers  in  the  Thirteen  States: — but  ipucfa  more  re 
niainfd  10  be  done ;  the  export  of  teas  muft  be  arranged ; 
the  qucftion  muft  be  decided  alx3Ut  the  drawbacks,  which 
are  at  prefent  unfavourable  to  the  colonies ;  the  great  quti^ 
t ion  of  the  aliens  duty;  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  inter- 
courfe  with  the  loyal  colonies,  and  with  the  Weft^Iodia 
iflands ;  and  various  other  doubts  ;  all  which  were  difficult 
And  inexpedient  to  be  decided  at  the  very  hour,  when  a 
commercial  treaty  was  fuppofed,  to  be  depending :  and  thcfe 
qonfiderations  had  indeed,  in  the  opinions  of  many  gentle- 
men, a  neceffity  of  giving  difcretionary  powers  for  a  limited 
lime  to  the  Crown. 

Mr.Hnrcy.      'Mt.  HuJJiy  wifhed  tliat  the  Americans  might  be  put  on 

the  footing  of  the  moft  favoured  nation,  but  nitt  he  thought 

,   that  a  duty  ought  to  be  laid  on  American  oil ;  he  believed 

that  the  bill  would  hot  give  fatisfaAion  to  the  Americans, 

who  would  look  upon  it  as  a  fnare  infidionfly  to  entrap 

•  thehi, 

Mr.  Fob.  'Mr.  Fox  faid  it  Was  impoffible  that  die  Americans  flionld 
be  offended  at  a  bill  which '  had  no  otEer  tendency  in  the 

world. 
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worUy  than  to  remoT&  certain  obftraAioni  that  flood  in  the 
Way  of  aa  interccKirre  with  the  United  States.  The  bill 
that  bad  been  poftponed  for  three  lyeeks,  would  cilahlifh  re- 
gulations ;  buc  die  prefent  bill  went  merely  to  open  the 
way^  and  bad  nothing  at  all  to  fay  to  regulations. 

GoverhOr  yabnflom  difapproved  of  the  idea  of  giving  an^  Covrrnor 
extraordinary  power  to  the  King  atnd  Council ;  for  if  a  pro*  J^^n&oat. 
clamation  ihoold  be  thoagfat  aeceflary  ;  why  fliould  not  the 
fubftance  of  fuch  proclamation  be  inferted  in  the  bill } 

Mr.  F4>x  Taidy  he  did  not  think  it  very  tieceflfary  that  any  Mf.  Fox. 
new  power  Ihould  be  given  to  the  Crown ;  buc  be  likewiit 
did  dot  think  it  of  any  harm. 

Mr.  Eikn^  in  anfwer,  defired  onee  more  to  call  to  the  «*  **'•  ^^•"^ 
colleftion  of  his  honoarable  friend,  the  origin  and  nitare  of 
the  power  propofed  to  be  veiled  in  the  King :  it  had  been 
generally  agreed  that  there  might  be  iMifeh  inconveaiencCi 
and  rifque  of  mifchief,  in  fudd^nly  deciding  in  Parliament 
the  relative  iituation  of  this  country,  and  the  United  Stacci. 
as  to  the  future  conduft  of  their  commerce.  AAd .  it.  luf 
been  generally  felt,  that  when  a  negociation  was  depending, 
it  could  not  be  expedient  for  one  of  the  parties  to  eftablifh 
a  fyftcm  ieparatc  from  that  negociation,  and  perhaps  Cub- 
verfive  of  it ;  he  himfelf  had  originally  wifhod  to  place 
America  on  the  footing  of  the  moft  favoured  nation,  and  to 
commence  the  negociation  from  that  point,  but  in  deference 
,t0  the  fentimenu  of  others,  he  had  not  perfifted  in  that 
wifh  :  Other  gentlemen  had  fl^wn  a  difpoficion  to  make 
great  conceflions  to  the  American  trade,  but  he  and  many 
others  had  refifted  fuch  gratuitous  facrifices.  If,  however^ 
the  Houfe  was  difpofed,  or  if  his  honourable  friend  was  pre- 
pared to  bring,  forward  any  detailed  plan  of  commerce,  he 
for  one  would  be  ready  to  allot  his  time  and  bcft  attention  to 
the  dtfeuffion  o(  it,  and  ia  that  cafe  tp  poftpone  the  clauie 
«o  which  his  honoarable  friend  now  objcAed.  An  order  was 
made,  that  the  bill  be  committed  on  Thuriday* 

Lord  Atahm  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill  for  pre-  tordMa- 
uVeating  expe aces  at  eleAions  for  members  to  ferve  in  Parlisl-  ^'^ 
)roent«  He  faid  he  would  not  fay  then  what  the  bill  wasj  for 
when  itfhoukl  be  brought  in,  he  would  nx)vc  to  have  j^ 
.primed ;  and  tiKa  iu  contents  would  be  fufficiently  known  : 
>ut  be  would  venture  to  tell  the  Hpufe  then^  what  the  bill 
Ms  aot — it  was  not  the  iame,  in  many  tefpcfts,  as  the  bill 

4I  a  .  ,   ha 
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he  brought  in  laft  year.    The  motion  pafied  without  aoy 
corwerratiop. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  then  read  for  the  farther  liear- 
ing  evidence  in  the  cafe  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold;  the 
couflfel  were  called  in ;  and  the  Houfe,  after  having  proceeded 
fome  time  on  the  bufinefs^  adjourned, 

Jpril  16. 

The  bill  for  allowing  a  drawback  on  all  coals  ufcd  in 
the  working  of  die  copper  mines  in  the  ifland  of  Anglefea, 
was. brought  in  and  read  the  firft  time,  when  a  motion  was 
made  that  it  be  read  a  fecood  time  on  the  firft  Monday  atfter 
the  holidays.  It  was  oppofed  by  Sir  Francis  Bailet  and 
others,  who  wanted  farther  time,  till  inftruAions  for  coan- 
fel  couldbe  drawn  up,  to  oppofe  the  bill,  on  the  part  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  copper  mines  in  Cornwall  and  Devonfhire. 
The  Houfe  divided  on  the  motion,  when  there  appeared  for 
i^  29 ;  againft  ir,  24. 

LOAN. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  ^oing  into  a  committee  of  wiys 
and  means  having  been  called  for  and  read,  the  Speaker  left 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ord  having  taken  the  chair  of  the  com- 
mittee, 

c*'^  *!*       ^®     7^*"  Ciw/^w^^  roic  to  open  the  budget.     He  faid, 
Aveadiih.   ^i^^^  -f  ^^^^  ^^^  j^  l^j^  fituation  bad  occalion  for  the  indul- 

pence  of  the  committee,  he  muft  be  the  man,  who,  before 
he  had  been  much  more  than  ten  d^ys  in  the  office  of  Chan« 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  under  the  neceflity  of  negoci* 
ating  a  great  loan  :  the  fhort  time  he  had  been  in  his  <^ce 
had  been  wholly  devoted  to  this  bufinefs.  He  lamented  ex- 
tremely that  there  had  been  occafion  for  fo  many  loans  as  the 
public  had  been  burthened  with,  and  ftUl  more,  that  it 
ihould  have  fallen  to  his  lot  to  make  a  bargain  for  a  loan  ia 
addition  to  thdfe  already,  raifed  ;  but,  fince  the  exigency  of 
affairs,  and  the  fituation  of  the  country  abfolutely  required 
It,  he  had  endeavoured  to  difcharge  his  duty  to  the  beft  of 
his  abilities,  though  he  had  never  pafled  fo  fatiguing  and  la- 
borious a  period  in  his  life,  ftill  it  was  not  to  be  expcfied 
that  he  could  be  now  prepared  to  come  with  what  was  called, 
in  the  parliamentary  phrafe,  the  whole  of  the  budget.  To 
raife  the  money,  fettle  the  terms  of  the  loan,  and  find  oat 
taxes  to  pay  the  intcrcft  of  it,  was  a  work  of  took  great  la- 
4  teur 
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boar  for  the  fliort  time  he  had  been  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cheqcier ;  all  therefore  that  he  could  fubmit  to  the  commit^* 
tee  on  this  dav  was  merely  the  loan.  To  negociate  the  terms 
of  it,  be  haa  treated  with  a  fcr  of  gentlemen,  who  were 
capable  to  raife  the  money  ;  but  they  differed  about  the 
terms :  the  only  criterion  oy  which  he  could  be  direQed, 
was  the  market-price  of  the  ftocks  at  the  time  of  concluding 
the  loan  ;  but  even  that  was  neither  a  precife,  nor  an  infal- 
lible criterion^  becanfe  the  committee  .well  knew  the  ftock- 
holders,  generally  fpeaking,  were  not  alt  of  them  peribns 
who  depended  upon  the  public  annuities  for  their  fuHiftence, 
but  many  of  them,  perhaps  the  greater  number,  held  dock 
merely  as  a  fpecies,  and  for  the  porpofe  of  traffick  and 
gambling.  The  day  on  which  he  propofcd  to  clofe  with  thefe 
gentlemen;  the  3  per  cent,  were  at  67,  and  the  4'per«ent^ 
04  ;  and  it  was  at  thefe  prices  that  he  wi(hed  to  make  the 
loan  ;  but  the  gentlemen  refufed  to  take  the  3  per  cent,  at 
more  than  66,  and  the  4  per  cent*  at  more  than  83  :  upon 
this  the  negociation  was  in  fome  mcafurc  fufpendcd  ;  but  the 
gentlemen  afterwards  agreed  to  what  is  called  on  'Chabge, 
fplitting  the  difference,  and  he  clofcd  with  them  on  this 
grdtmd.  He  confcffed  that  the  bargain  was  more  advanta- 
geous to  the  money  lenders  than  he  could  haVe  wifhed ;  but 
coniidcring  the  danger  of  delaying  the  loan  till  after  the 
holidays^  he  thought  it  better  for  the  public  to  conclude  the 
bargain  then,'  on  thefe  terms^  than  to  meet  all  the  confc- 
quenccs  that  might  flow  from  a  delay. '  He  wifhed  to  have 
extended  the  loan  to  a  greater  number  of  bankers  than  ihofc 
who  had  made  propofals,  in  order  to  a\'oid  the  imputation 
of  having  ferved  favourites  to  the  exclufion  of  the  trade  in 
general ;  but  they  would  not  confent  to  it.  However  he 
had  referved  part  of  the  loan  to  diftribute  among  the  other 
bankers,  giving  to  tiie  original  propofers  7,700,0001. 
Having  faid  this,  his  Lordlhip  recapitulated  the  fevcral 
heads  of  fervicc  already  voted,  with  the  amount  of  each 
diftin£t  head;  and  having  gone  through  the  enumeration,  he 
Hated  the  grofs  amount  of  fupply  already  voted  was 
16^812,5681.  2s.  I  id.  a  fum  which  exceeded  the  amount 
of  the  ways  and  means  by  feveral  millions.  The  loan,  his 
Lordflilp  faid,  was  for  twelve  millions.  The  bargain  as  it 
concluded  was  as  follows : 

« 

100  3  per 
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it)0  |t|)ercenr,  at^6|            -           «  66  10   o 

25  4  per  ccnu  at  Sjf   .         -           -  20  17    6 

J3S.4tl«  lon§  annuity 9  20  years            *  13    6    8 

Four  tickets  tor  each  iQooU  valued  at  i  jl.  140 

JGI    18     2 

To  which  might  be  added  Uie  difcouot  i  to    0 

103  8  2 
Having  f^ated  this^  his  Lordfhip  faid,  he  bad  fpent  a  very 
uneafy  tnne  between  the  Friday  and  the  Saturday^  fearing 
that  by  endeavouring  to  obuin  better  terms  for  the  public^  he 
jihoula  eventually  put  them  in  a  worfe  fituation  than  they 
would  have  been  in,  had  the  bargain  been  concluded  on  the 
terms  propofed  by  the  money  lenders ;  the  bargain,  however, 
being  concluded  on  the  Saturday,  as  be  had  wiflied,  he  w2s 
happy  to  know,  that  his  holding  Out  had  proved  bene&iaL 
With  regard  to  the  didribution  of  tlK  loan,  his  Lordfhip 
faid,  the  greateft  part  of  it  was  taken  in  the  lump  by  the  elc<- 
ven  bankers,  and  others,  with  whom  he  had  made  the  bar- 
gain ;  a  part  of  it  had  bten  allotted^  as  uTual,  to  the  great 
public  companies,  and  fome  had  bee  a  diftributed  by  kimfelf. 
The  endeavour  to  £nd  out  who  were  the  proper  perfiins  to 
whom  it  ought  to  be  diftributed,  had  Coft  bim  ibmc  pains, 
9nd  that  to  no  purpoTe,  for  he  laid,  the  more  be  enquired, 
the  farther .  he  found  himfelf  from  obtaining  knowledge  that 
he  could  depend  upon ;  all  the  peribns  he  aiked,  being  lb  hx 
blinded  by  prejudices  and  partialities,  that  each  magnified 
the  importance  and  refponitbilty  of  his  own  friends,  at  the 
expcnce  of  thofe  mentioned  by  others.  At  laft,  therefore, 
he  took  it  wholly  upon  himfelf,  and  however  ienorantly  cr 
negligently  he  might  have  diftributed  it,  he  trufted  tt  would 
turn  out  that  he  had  diftributed  it  fairly  and  impaitially. 
His  Lordihip  faid,  he  believed,  he  had  mentioned  every 
thing  that  was  necefTary,  but  in  cafe  any  gentleuuo  fliouKl 
wifh  for  farther  information  upon  the  fubjefV,  or  have  any 
queftion  to  propofe  to  him,  he  would  readily  give  an  anfiver 
to  it.  He  concluded  with  moving  a  refolution,  that,  to- 
wards raiiing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the  fum  of 
twelve  millions  be  railed  by  annuities  ;  and  the  farther  fum 
of  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery,  in 
manner  following,  that  is  to  fay  : ' 

That  every  contributor  to  the  faid  twelve  millions  /hall, 
for  every  one  hundred  pounds  contributed  and  paid,  beenti* 

tied 
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tied  to  the  principal  Aim  of  one  Iiuodred  pounds  In  annukiet^ 
after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  centum,  to  commence  from 
the  fifth  day  of  January^  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
«ighty*thr«^  and  (ball  be  added  to  and  made  one  joint  ftock 
with  the  three  pounds  per  centum  annuities^  confolidated  by 
the  aAs  of  the  tn^nty-fifth,  twenty-eightby  twenty -ninth* 
thirty^ecoad,  and  thirty-third  years  of  the  reign  ot  his  lata 
Majefty  King  Geqrgc  the  Second,  and  by  feveral  fubfequent 
a£ta,  and  ihall  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fub« 
yeft  to  die  like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  laid  three 
pounds  per  centum  confolidated  annuities  are  payable  and 
transferrable  there. 

That  erery  contributor  Ihal!  alfo  be  entitled  to  the  fimhet 
pribcipal  fnm  of  tiventy-five  pounds  in  annuities,  after  the 
rate  of  four  pounds  per  centum,  to  commence  from  the  fifth 
day  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three, 
and  (ball  be  added  to  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with  certain 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  centum,  whidi 
were  confolidated  by  the  ads  of  the  twentieth,  twenty -firft,^ 
and  twenty-fecond  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Mfajefly^ 
and  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  at 
the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fubjeS  to  the 
like  redemption  by  Parliament,  as  the  faid  four  pounds  per 
centom  confolidated  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable 
there. 

That  every  fuch  contributor  fhall  likcwife  be  entitled  to 
an  annuity  of  thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence  per  centum, 
tO'  commence  from  the  fifth  day  of  January,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  to  continue  for  the  term 
ef  feventy-(«yeh  years,  and  then  to  ceafe,  over  and  above 
the  principal  fumiof  one  hundred  pounds,  after  the  rate  of 
three  pounds  per  centum  per  annum,  and  twenty-five  pounds 
after  the  rare  of  four  pounds  per  centum  per  annum,  in  re- 
£pc€t  of  every  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  contributed  and  paid^ 
towards  railing  the  faid  fum  of  twelve  millions  ;  which  an-^ 
nuity  of  thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence  per  centum  fo  to 
continue  for  (cvenCy^ feven  years,  (hall  be  added  to  and  made 
one  joint  (lock  with  certain  annuities,  payable  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  which  were  granted  for  the  feveral  terms  of  nine- 
ty-nine, ninety-eight,  eighty,  and  fevcnty-eight  years,  and 
were,  by  the  afta  of  the  fourth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-fe- 
cond  years  of  the  eetgn  of  his  preTent  Majefty  confolidated, 
and  made  one  joint  ftock  of  annuities,  and  (hall  be  paidj  pay- 
able^ 
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able^  and  transferrable  at  die  fame  timcy  aind  in  ibe  faoic 
manner,  as  the  faid  annuities  fo  confolidated  by  the  aAt  of 
the  fourth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-fecond  years  of  the  reigo 
of  bis  prefent  Majefty  are  payable  and  transferraUe  at  the 
laid  Bank  of  England. 

That  the  feveral  annuities  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds 
per  centum,  four  pounds  per  centum,  and  thirteen  IhiUings 
;tnd  four-pence  per  centum,  fo  to  be  payable  as  aforcfaid, 
(ball  be  charged  and  chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a 
fund  to  be  eftablifhed  in  this  felEonof  Parliament  for  pay* 
ment  thereof,  and  for  which  the  finking  fund  (hall  be  a  col« 
lateral  fecuritv. 

That  eVery  contributor  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of 
twelve  millions  (hall,  for  every  one .  thoufaod  pounds,  con- 
tributed, be  entitled  to  four  tickets  in  a  lottery  to  cooJIift  of 
forty^eight  thoufand  tickets,  amountingto  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds,  upon  payment  of  the- farther  fum  of 
ten  pounds  for  each  ticket,  the  faid  four  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  pounds  to  be  diftributed  into  prizes  for  the  bent& 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid  lottery, 
vrhich  fhall  be  paid  in  money  at  the  Bank  of  England,  to  fuch 
proprietors,  upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  i  ft  day  of  March, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  as  certificates 
can  be  prepared,  without  any  deduftion  whatfoever. 

That  every  contributor  Ihall,  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  this  inftant  April,  make  a  depofit  of  fifteen 
pounds  per  centum  on  fuch  fum  as  he  or  fhe  (hall  choofc  to 
iubfcribc,  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  twelve  millions,  with 
the  chief  Calhier  or  Calniers  of  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  alfo  a  depofite  of  fifteen  pounds 
per  centum  with  the  faid  Cadiier  or  Cafhiers,  in  part  of  the 
monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery,  as  a  fecu- 
rity  for  making  the  future  payments  refpeQively,  on  or  before 
the  days  or  times  hereinafter  mentioned ;  that  is  to  fay^ 
On  i2,ooo,oool.  to  be  raifed  by  annuities, 
lol.  p^r  centum  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  May  next, 
1^1.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  June  next. 
lol.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  July  next* 
15U  per  centum  on  or  before  the  29ih  day  of  Auguft  next. 
lOl.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  26tb  day  of  September  nest. 
151.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  31ft  day  of  Of^pber  next. 

ipl.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  $th  day  of  Pfxcmber  next. 

On 
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Oa  the  lottery  for  480,000!. 
2bK  per  centum  on  or  bcfdfe  the  ^d  day  of  of  June  next. 
25I  pet  centum  on  or  before  the  i  ttb  day  of  July  next, 
20I.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  9ih  day  pf  Seoteqiber  next. 
acl.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  3d  day  of  Oaobcr  next. 
That  all  the  rlionies  fo  lb  be  received  by  the  faid  chief 
Cafhicr  or  Calbieri  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  (hall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, to  be  applied  from  ticne  to  time  to  fuch  fcr vices  as  fhalt 
then  have  been  voted  by  this  Houle  in  this  f^iGon  of  Parli-* 
anient. 

That  every  contributoi'  who  fliall  pay  in  the  whole  of  h?9 
or  her  contribution  money,  to\Y^rds  the  fum  of  fwelve  mil- 
lions to  be  contributed  forimnuities  as  aforefaid,  at  any  time 
before  the  thirtieth  day  of  Oftober  next,  or  on  account  of 
his  or  her  fhare  in  the  faid  lottery,  on  or  before  the  eighth 
day  of  September  next,  fliall  be  allowed  an  intcrcft,  by  way 
of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  thr^e  pounds  per  centum  per  .--•^ 

annum  on  the  fum  To  complearinghis  or  her  contribution  re- 
Ipcftivcly,  to  be  computed  froth  the  day  of  complcating  the 
fame,  to  the  fifth  day  of  December  next  in  regard  to  the  fum 
to  be  paid  fdr  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  third  day  of  Oc- 
tober ncift  in  refpeft  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  on  account  of  the 
faid  lottery  ;  and  that  M  fuch  perfons  as  (hall  make  their  full 
payments  on  the  faid  lottery  fliall  have  their  tickets  dclivergd 
ID  them  as  foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  6ut» 

Mr.  fV.  Pitt  admitted  that  very  great  indulgence  was  due 
to  the  noble  Lord,  ori  account  of  the  very  fliort  time  he  had* 
lb  tranfaft  abufinefs  of  fuch  magnitude,  but  he  begged  leave 
at  the  fame  time  to  fay,  that  though  he  was  as  ready  as  any 
ihan  to  treat  the  itoble  Lord  with  candour,  flill  a  loan  was  a 
thing  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  a  iliember  Qf  Parliament  ought 
always  to  look  at,  and  confiJer  it  with  Jealous  eyes :  on  this 
principle  he  begged  the  noble  Lord  would  not  think  it  uncan- 
did  in  him,  if  be  flloujd  deliver  his  fcntimcnt^  on  the  loan^ 
with  that  freedom  which  became  a  raerriher  of  F^arliamenr^ 
but  at  the  fame  time  with  all  that  refpefl  that  was  due  to  a 
perfon  of  the  noble  Lord's  amiable  and  upright  charafter. 
He  could  not  agfec  with  the  noble  Lord,  that  the  tharket  price 
<jf  docks  on  the  day  when  the  loan  v<ras  concluded,  ought  to' 
be  taken  a%  the  ctiterion  on  which  a  loan  ought  to  be  conclud- 
ed ;  it  was  weH  known'j  that  even  the  rumour  of  a  loan  would! 
caufc  a  d^prcfiion,  or  fall  of  flock ;  but  there  Imcly  was  a 
t^idc  difference  between  a  real  and  fi£liiious  fall  \  arid  nothing 
V^t^  IX«  '  4  K  provod 
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proved  It  more  elearly  than  tKis,  that  white  the  loaa  was 
depending,  the  docks  fell ;  but  as  foon  as  the  terms  got  wiod^ 
thev  rofe  again ;  and  had  been  done  this  day  (the  3  per  cent.) 
at  67I.  It  was  alfo  well  known  that  time  bargains  had  been 
made  for  the  beginning  of  May  at  68|  and  even  at  69;  and 
therefore  he  could  not  approve  of  a  bai^ain  that  rated  the  3  per 
cent,  fo  low  as  66|,  From  the  prcfcnt  price  of  ftock,  com- 
pared with  the  terms  of  the  new  loan,  it  would  appear  on  a 
fair  calculation  of  difcount,  lottery  ticket,  &c.  that  the  pre- 
mium to  the  money-lenders  was  a  good  6  percent ;  a  premi- 
um much  greater  than,  all  circumftances  confidered,  they  had 
any  right  to  expe£l.  There  were  two  modes  by  which  he 
thought  the  money  lenders  might  have  been  induced  to  fub- 
fcribeon  terms  much  lefs  difad  vaotageous  to  the  public.  One  was 
to  create  a  competition  among  the  dealers,  by  procuring  diffe- 
rent fets  of  bidders ;  this  competition  would  of  courfe,  redound 
to  the  benefit  of  the  public.  As  a  proof  of  the  oeconomical 
ufe  of  fetting  up  a  competition,  Mr.  Pitt  mentioned  the  great 
favings  that  had  been  made  for  the  public  by  the  late  Mini- 
stry, with  regard  to  contra£ts,  &c«  which  had  not,  as  here- 
tomre,  been  given  to  particular  perfons  as  favour  or  intereft 
direfied,  but  which  had  been  made  with  the  loweft  bidder. 
But  if  a  competition  could  not  be  created,  then  the  whole  of 
the  loan  might  be  offered  to  the  only  fet  that  did  bid ;  and 
then  they  probably  would  confent  to  take  a  lefi  profit  on  a 
larger  c!dpital.  This  latter  mode  ought  undoubtedly  to  be 
preferred  by  a  Minifier,  for  it  was  an  ungracious,  aad  even 
an  improper  thing  for  a  Minifter  to  keep  to  himfeUF  the  pow- 
er of  parcelling  out  feveral  millions  in  a  loan ;  and  a  Houfe 
of  Commons  ought  always  to  look  to  fuch  a  meafure  with  the 
greateft  jealoufy,  becaufe  the  diftribution  might  be  made  to 
anfwer  the  end  of  corruption,  and  extending  an  undue  influ- 
ence, where  no  influence  ought  to  be  felt.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  fuppofc  that  he  entertained  the  finalleft 
fufpicion  to  the  prejudice  of  the  noblp  Lord ;  he  knew  he  was 
incapable  of  afling  intentionally  to  the  injury  of  the  public; 
but  ilill  it  was  his  duty  to  remind  the  committee,  that  dan- 
ger might  be  apprehended  from  a  meafure  that  put  it  in  the 
power  of  any  Minifter  to  keep  in  his  own  hacid  ihe  diftributi- 
on of  a  loan  that  would  produce  fo  great  a  premium  or  pro* 
fit,  as  240,0001.  Mr.  Pitt  argued  this  point,  00  which  he 
laid  particular  ftrefs,  with  great  ability,  repeatedly  declaring 
that  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  a  lift  fealed  up  had  been  deli- 
vered into  the  Bank  previous  to  the  loan's  being  fettled,  and 

cvcsy 
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eyery  other  oecciTary  pfecautioA  had  been  taken  to  ckfeat 
and  wipe  away  any  (brmifes  that  might  be  entertained.    He 
aikcd  if  offers  had  not  been  pade  by  very  refponfible  perfons, 
Who  had  coadu£ted  the  negotiations  for  the  laft  year's  ioaa 
to  create  a  competition,  and  bid  againft  the  gentlemen  who 
had  treated  for  the  prefent  loan.     He  alfo  mentioned  that  a 
loan  at  five  per  cent,  would  probably  have  been  obtained,  if 
borrowed  on  condition  of  redemption  at  any  (hort-given  pe* 
riod  of  time.    This  led  him  to  take  notice  of  a  declaratioa 
which,  he  faid,  he  had  once  heard  on  a  limilar  occafion  for- 
merly, viz.  that  the  ftock  allotted  for  the  loan  was  merely 
nominal,  and  that  it  mattered  not  what  it  was  called,  finceit 
was  to  be  regarded  folely  as  a  perpetual  annuity.    Such  argu- 
ments, he  ^prccated,   as  exceedingly  impolitic  and  perni« 
cious.     If  ever  it  got  abroad,  that  it  was  the  received  opi- 
nion, that  the  principal  of  the  national  debt  was  not  to  be 
difcharged,  and  that  a  view  to  the  redemption  of  the  funds 
was  not  the  main  ground  of  every  loan,  and  ferioufly  enter- 
tained and  anxiouily  aimed  at,  whenever  opportunity  would 
admits  the  confequences  would  be  fatal*    Nothing  could  be 
more  obvious,  than  that  fuch  doctrines  muftdifenable  us  from 
undertaking  any  future  i^ar,  and  induce  the  ruin  of  this 
country ;  he  therefore  was  determined  never  to  hear  them 
glanced  at,  without  rifing  to  reprobate  them,  being  refolved 
to  relift  the  pi:oceeding  to  borrow  money,  upon  ideas  fo  preg-  ^ 
nant  with  national  miffihief  and  ruin,  with  all  the  power  and 
abilities  that  he  was  roafter  of.     After  a  ipeech  of  coniidera* 
ble  length,,  ic  concluded  with  repeating  his  declaration,  that 
a  fenfe  of  his  duty,  and  not  a  wifii  to  create  obftacles  in  the 
way  of  the  important  bufinefs  then  under  confideration,  had 
impelled  him  to  offer  the  remarks  upon  the  loan,  now  propo* 
fed,  which  he^had  ftated  to  the  committee. 

Lord  John  Cavendyb  aiTured  the  right  honourable  member,  Lard  J«iba 
that  his  tears  arifing  from  the  idea  that  a  profit  of  240,000!,  Cm«<iiih. 
might  be  diftributed  for  the  purpofes  of  influence,  were  with- 
out foundation :  if  he  had  kept  any  part  of  the  loan  from 
•thofe  who  had  negociated  it  with  them,  it  was  not  for  the 
purpofe  of  giving  it  to  members  of  Parliament ;  and  when  he 
fhould  have  acquainted  the  honourable  member  with  a  few 
particulars,  he  made  no  doubt  but  he  would  be  fatisfied  that 
it  could  not  be  diftributed  with  Icfs  advantage  to  the  ftate  - 
in  any  other  way.     After  he  had  given  7,700,000!.  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  treated  with  him,  he  gave  1,300,0001, 
to  the  great  trading  companies ;  and  94,0001.  among  the 
•  4  K  2  clerks 
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clerks  in  the  different  publit  offices,  which  he  nnderftood 
to  be  conrormablc  to  cuftom,  as  fuch  a  fum  was  ul'ually  dif- 
tributed  among  them  ;  of  the  remaining  fum  of  2, q10,cco1. he 
had  diftributed  2,:^oo,000  among  the  other  bankers  of  the 
city  of  London,  who  were  not  concerned  with  thofe  who  had 
treated  with  hfm.     Complaints  had  been  made  that  former 
loans  had  been  confined  to  favorite  bankers,  by  which  others 
had  been  injured  in  their  trade  :  in  order,  therefore,  to  take 
away  all  ground  for  fimilar  cgtnplaintS,  on  the  prefeni  occa- 
fion,  he  refolve^  that  each  ht>ufc  (hould  have  a  Ihare  propor- 
tioned to  their  credit  and  opulence :  and  here  he  could  not 
help  paying  a  juft  tribute  to  Meffrs.  fiiddolph  and  Cox,  for 
whom  he  intended  8c,oool.  or  lOOjOOcl.   but  wliofc   name 
he  forgot  to  fet  down  in  the  lift;  hut  having  afterwards  rc- 
collefted  his  miftake,  he  fent  to  them  to  apologize  for  his 
neglcfl ;  Mr.  Cox,  in  confequence  of  this,  waited  on  him^ 
and  in  themoft  handfome  manner,  excufedhis  foi-gctfulncfs  ; 
and  was  fo  polite  as  to  be  fatisficd  with  a  propofal  he  then 
made  to  Mr.  Cox  to  write  to  the  other  bankers,  to^ct  them 
to  give  back  a  fbate  oJF  what  they  had  got ;  his  Lorrlfhip,  writ 
to  them,  and  they  leadily  gave  up  a  part  to  Mr.  Cox,  who 
by  this  means  got  fomc  (hare  in  the  loan,  though  a  fmalkr 
one  than  he  intended  to  give  him.     In  this  manner  had  been 
diftributed  fuch  part  of  the  loan  2^  he  had  referved  in  his  own 
hands ;  and  h^  would  affure  the  honourable  member  that  not 
a  fliillmg  had  been  given  to  men  who  had  not  meiCantile  con- 
nexions.  Fi^om  what  he  had  fa  id,  the  right  honourable  geotle- 
jnan  would  fee,  that  lo  large  a  fum,  ashe  had  imagined,  did  not 
remain  in  refervc  for  his  diftrlbutioo.     As  to  what  was  mcaut 
by  the  term  miniflerial  allotment  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  imagine. 
Cfertain  he  was  no  part  of  the  few  hundred  thoufands  that  re* 
mained,  had  been  given  for  the  fake  of  influence,  or  with  any 
political  view  whatever.     So  far  from  ir,  members  of  Par- 
liament might  rflmoftbe  faid  to  have  bccnprofcribcd  by  him, 
the  whole  fu'ri  having  been  diftributed  among  mercantile  per- 
fons.     He  might  have  made  the  diftnbulion  igporantly,  he 
might  have  done  it  miijakingly,  but  whenever  the  lift  wa^i 
feen,  and  he  was  fure  he  had  not  the  fnialleft  objcftion  fo  its 
being  feen,  he  was  confident  it  would  be  found,  that  it  had 
been  diftributed  impartially.     As  to  the  cpnipetition  which 
the  honourable  member  wilhed  had  been  created,  he  could 
fafely  fay,  he  wiftied  it  ns  fincercly  as  any  body  j  out  he  had 
pot  been  able  to  create  it ;  he  wanted  to  extend  the  ncgoti- 
atiop,  to  take  in  other  partie«^  but  thofe  who  had  treated 

V^ith 


A.  1783.  DEBATES.  627 

ivith  him,  would  not  coofent  to  it^  and  he  was  free  to  fay 
he  was  not  fo  fanguine  as  to  take  for  granted,  that  others  who 
might  make  oiFcrs,  would  be  able  to  make  good  their  encage- 
ments.  But  the  honouable  member  was  of  opinion,  that  if  the 
whole  of  the  loan  had, been  given  to  thofe  who  had  treated, 
they  would  have  confented  to  better  terms  for  the  public;  bal 
in  this  be  was  miftakcn;  for  he  made  the  propofal  to  them^ 
and  they  refufed  to  take  the  whole  of  the  loan,  on  conditioa 
of  taking  lefs  proiir.  The  honourable  member  delired  to  know 
if  p/oporals  had  not  been  made  to  him  from  perfons  who  were 
dciirous  to  raife  a  competition,  and  offer  better  terms,  to  the 
public;  he  would  tell  him  in  reply,  that  he  had  received  z 
letter  indeed  on  the  fubjefV,  but  it  merely  recommended,  but 
did  not  promife  a  competition. 

M.^''»  P/z/faid,  heunderftood  anofFer  was  made  in  writing  Mr.  W, 
by  the  perfons  who  had  the  loan  lad  year,  which  offer  was  not  Pi^  . 
attended  to,  and  which,  if  it  had,  might  have  prevented  the 
(harocful  and  exorbitant  premium  given  at  prefent.  He  fatd, 
he  the  rather  urged  this,  becaufe  he  had  been  informed,  froiu 
what  he  conceived  to  be  good  authority,  that  an  application 
in  writing  had  been  made  on  the  7th  inftant,^  by  four  capi- 
tal money  lenders^  offering  to  bid  for^th^e  loan.  He  infifted 
jon  If,  that  MioiAers  ought  never  to  have  the  diftribution  of 
the  loan,  becaufe  it  muft  ever  create  jealoufics  that  fuch  a 
power  would  be  abufed,  and  only  exerted  to  influence  the 
condud  of  the  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe.'  The  loan  fhould 
always  be  given  to  thofe  whofe  terms  were  moft  beneficial  to 
the  public;  there  ought  to  be  no  preference  fhewn  to  this  or 
that  banker,  but  in  fo  much  as  bis  or  the  oxher's  offer  was 
beft.  He  faid  the  noble  Lord,  had  proved  that  a  refcrve  of  . 
fo  large  a  fize,  as  he  had  imagined,  had  not  been  made  for 
mitiiflerial  allotment;  but  that  did  not  affeft  his  objeAioi), 
which  was,  that  a  Minifterfliould  have  no  hand  whatever  in 
diftributin^  the  loan.  Tlie  diftribution  of  the  fmalleft  poffi- 
ble  part  of  jt  fhould  have  been  avoided,  and  the  rather,  as  by 
that  means  he  conceived,  9s  he  had  contended  in  his  former 
fpecch,  better  terms  might  have  been  obtained  for  the  public. 
Jo  reply  to  the  necei&ty  of  the  noble  Lord's  fteering  clear  of 
the  charge  of  having  given  the  loan  to  a  few  favoured  ban* 
Xers,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  thought  the  rooft  favoured  bankers 
o^ght  to  be  thofe  who  bid  xr\o&  for  the  advantage  of  the  pul> 
)ic,  and  when  any  bankers  were  favoured  on  fuch  an  account, 
no  pcrfon  of  any  defcription  had  a  right  to  complain.  With 
FP^^r^tOthe  term  minifterml  allotment^  he  muft  beg  pardon 
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of  the  noble  Lord^  l^ut  he  could  not  ufe  any  other^  fo  long  as 
he  was  authorized  by  the  noble  Lord's  own  declaration,  to 
ftate  the  fum  referved  as  a  fum  diftributed  by  his  Lordfliip. 

Lord  John  Cavindtp)  faid,  he  received  a  letter,  and  he  fnp* 
pofed  it  to  be  the  letter  alluded  to,  but  it  only  expreflcd  a 
.  wifh|  that  there  was  a  competition,  it  did  not  propofe  one. 
His  Lordfliip  argued  upon  the  difficult  talk  a  Minifter  bad 
m  fuch  a  cafe  to  perform.  He  could  liflen  to  no  offirr,  but 
an  offer  to  take  the  whole  of  the  loan,  or  the  greateft  part  of 
7t,  and  an  offer,  though  it  would  not  be  right  ror  him  to  ftate 
his  particular  reafons  for  entertaining  fuch  an  opin  on,  might 
to  him  appear  objeAtonable.  He  might  think  a  peribn  oftrr- 
tng  largely,  refponfible  for  xoOjOOOl.  though  he  might  not 
thmk  him  refponfible  for  a  million.  A  variety  of  different 
confiderations  muft  neceflfarily  be  fuppofed  to  influence  him 
at  fuch  a  moment,  which  he  trnfted  the  candour  of  the  Houfe 
would  allow  for. 
Mffplfanifi.  Mr.  Matiiu  could  not,  confiftently  with  the  charaQer  he 
held  in  the  world,  refift  the  relation  of  a  circumflance  with 
which  he  was  concerned.  It  was  well  known,  that  he  had 
frequently  declared  his  fentiments  in  that  Houfe,  againft  the 
jadroifEon  of  members  of  Parliament,  to  a  participation  of 
any  loan  which  Government  might  have  occafion  for*  Ha* 
ving  flated  this,  he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  mention,  that 
the  noble  Lord  who  negotiated  the  loan,  had  fent  to  the 
Houfe  with  which  he  was  connefiel,  cxpreffing  his  good 
opinion  of  it,  and  informing  his  partners,  that  the  houfe 
Ihould  certainly  be  confidered  in  the  diftributtop  of  the  loan. 
An  anfwer  to  this  was  fent  to'the  noble  Lord,  acknowledging 
his  kind  intentions,  and  a  farther  one  promifcd  in  the  courle 
of  a  fhort  time  afterwards.  After  he  had  confidered  the 
matter  within  himfelf,  he  had  written  to  the  noble  Lord  up* 
on  the  fubjcQ ;  and  the  fhortnefs  of  the  letter  was  an  induce- 
ment to  hiin,  to  read  a  copy  of  it  to  the  committee,  provided 
he  had  leave  foto  do.  Mr^  Martin  read  a  copy  of  his  letter, 
the  fubflance  of.  which  was  an  acknowledgment  to  the  noble 
Lord  at  th6  head  of  the  Exchequer,  forthe  kind  attention  with 
which  he  was  pleafed  to  honour  the  houfe  which  Mr.  Martin 
was  concerned  in,  an^  affuring  his  Lordfhip  of  every  feolible 
impreilion  that  it  made  upon  his  mind«  Mr,  Martin,  as  a 
meniber  of  Paliament,  difdaimed  all  idea  of  accepting  any 
jf>art  o{  the  loan ;  but  by  that  he  did  not  mean  to  exclude  his 
partners  from  any  profit  they  might  make,  by  taking  a  fhare 
of  it  in  the  regular  courfe  of  bufiivcfs.    He  however  called 
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God  to  witoers,  that  flioold  hit  partners  partake  of  the  loan^ 
he  would  by  no  meant  (hare  any  of  the  advantage  of  the  pro- . 
fits  ariCng  whatfoever.  After  reading  the  letter,  Mr.  Mar-  . 
tin  coofcUed,  that  not  being  u(ed  to  public  fpeaking^  he  felt 
himfclf  in  an  aukward  (ituation,  and  claimed  the  indulgence 
of  the  Hottfe.  He  had  not  ri(en  in  oppofition  to  the  bufinefs 
that  was  before  the  Houfe;  he  revered  the  character  of  the 
noble  Lord,  and  would  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  fupport 
him  in  fuch  meafures  as  (hould  appear  in  hit  judgment  right 
and  proper ;  and  on  the  contrary,  he  would  give  the  fame 
fupport  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc,  when* 
ever  they  nood  in  as  fair  a  fituation.  There  was  one  thing 
which  he  would  do  whenever  any  body  (bould  choofe  to  bring 
the  matter  forward;  he  would  unite  in  bringing;  to  punifh* 
ment  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  who  had  brought 
this  country  to  the  brink  of  ruin^  and  hitherto  with  impu- 
nity. 

Lord  John  Cavendi/h  rofe  again  to  corroborate  what  Mr.  ^**^  J** 
Martin  had  faid,  and  to  (late,  that  in  allotting  a  (hare  of  ^'^^'^ 
the  loan  to  each  of  the  principal  banking  houfes,  he  conceived 
he  had  merely  done  an  aft  of  juftice,  and  that  undoubtedly 
he  expeded  no  return  for  it,  much  lefs  a  facrifice  of  the 
political  pripciples  of  any  one  banker  who  was  a  member  of 
that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fcx  rofe  next,  and  before  he  entered  into  the  confi-  tit.  Fab. 
deration  of  the  terms  of  the  loan,  took  notice  of  (bme  things 
that  had   been  faid.     The  motion  which  the  honourable 

f;entleman,  who  fpoke  lad  but  one,  had  faid  he  would  chear* 
ully  fupport,  was  amotion  not  very  likely  to  be  made  by 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  or  indeed  to  be  made  at  alL 
Mr.  Fox.  gave  Mr.  Martin  credit  for  having  fent  a  very 
honourable  letter  to  his  noble  friend,  bur  declared,  that  ne- 
vcrthelefs  the  fame  fum  had  been  given  to  the  Houfe,  as  had 
been  intended  before  the  letter  was  written  or  fent  to  his  no- 
ble friend,  a  pretty  ftrong  proof  that  the  promotion  of  mint- 
fterial  influence  was  not  the  objeA  that  didated  and  direAe^ 
his  noble  friend's  conduA,  when  he,  in  a  manner  that  fpoke 
his  candour  and  his  jufticc  (o  ftrongly,  determined  that  the 
bankers  in  general  (hould  have  (bares  in  the  loan?  Witit 
regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  honourable  gentle* 
man  who  had  ib  ftrongly  objefted  to  the  prefent  loan,  he  . 
differed  a  good  deal  1  n  fome  of  the  points  laid  down  by  that  gen- 
tleman, though  he  agreed  ta  others:  that  if  he  was  aflced  whe- 
ther the  prefent  loan,  abilra&ed  from  all  other  coofi Jerationt 

than 
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thsin  the  mere  terms,was  a  good  peace  loan,  he  would  aofwcr  io 
the  negative;  but  if  all  the  citcumftances  attending  the  nego- 
tiatiQQ  were  taken  into  coniideration,  then  he  would  contend 
that  the  loan  was  better  than  might  be  expcfted.  He  then 
entered  into  calculations  to  difprove  the  ailertion  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  the  premium  amounted  to  (ix  per  cent,  and  he 
*  ilated  ir  to  be  at  this  moment,  at  3].  10$.  2|d. ;  a  premium 
infinitely  greater  than  it  ought  to  be  in  peace  time;  but  ftill 
he  did  not  think  that  the  public  would  lofe  more  than  5CX)CXdL 
by  the  bargain  ;  afum  certainly  riot  inconfiderablc,  but  ftill 
cot  worth  mentioning,  When  the  committee  (hoald  confidcr 
what  incTonveniences  would  flow  from  the  circumftancc  of 
delaying  the  loan  till  aft^r  the  holiday $•  His  nobie  friend 
had  been  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  2d 
of  April,  and  on  the  i6th  he  brings  forward  his  loan.  The 
delay  of  his  prcdeceiTor  was  undoubtedly  the  caufe  that  the 
prefent  loan  was  not  /^ar  more  advantageous  to  the  public^ 
and  therefore  he  was  aftonifhed  to  hear  an  honourable  mem- 
ber find  fault  with  the  terms,  which  if  they  were  bad,  were 
fo  in  confequence  of  his  own  delay  :  the  King*s  fpeecb  at  the 
Opening  of  the  feflion  was  full  of  promifes  of  the  greatefl  at* 
tention  to  the  navy  debt,  and  to  future  loans;  how  had  theft 
fine  promifes  been  fulfilled  by  the  minifters  i  No  loan  was 
made;  no  plan  for  making  a  good  ond  laid  down:  theexi- 
.gcncies  of  the  ftate  required  that  the  loan  fhould  be  made 
fpeedily  ;  and  as  they  would  not  brook  delay,  the  terms  could 
not  of  courfe,  be  as  good  as  if  the  loan  had  been  made  foon- 
er  :  the  honourable  gentleman  had  remained  in  office  long 
after  he  declared  that  he  would  quit  it ;  it  was  his  duty  furc- 
ly  either  to  have  made  the  loan  in  the  mean  time,  or'by  his 
refignation  have  made  room  for  fome  other  who  would  have 
done  it :  he  did  not  mean  to  throw  blame  on  the  honourable 
'member  for  ftaying  in  ;  he  was  not  acquainted  with  his  rea- 
sons ;  they  might  bci  very  good  ;  but  he  was  not  a  little  fur- 
prized  to  hear  him  find  fault  with  the  terms,  which  muft  have 
been  better  if  he  himfelf  had  made  the  loan  in  time,  orfuf* 
fered  another  to  nfiakc  it  a  month  ago. 

He  begged  leave  to  remind  the  right  honourable  genile- 
inan  of  the  different  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord  who  went 
out  of  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  laft  year. 
That  noble  Lord,  to  the  moment  immedfately  previous  10  his 
refignation,  executed  all  the  duties  of  the  oince  of  Chancel* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer^     Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
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followed  the  noblo  Lord's  example,  a  loan  on  better  terms 
might  have  been  had,  and  the  public  would  have  faved  a  con-' 
iiderable  fum.     With  regard  to  what  the  right  honourable 
geotleman  had  faid  of  a  competition,  the  loan  of  the  laflr 
year  had  been  made  in  that  manner,  and  he  was  perfuaded,  , 
that  was  a  bad  method.     In  the  prefent  inftance,  however, 
there  was  no  competition  to  refort  to*     The  bankers  had 
formed  fuch  a  ftrong  conneflion,  and  a£ted  fo  much  in  con- 
cert, th^t  there  was  no  ftich  thing  as  getting  a  fet  fufficiently 
opulent  or  powerful  party  to  oppofe  the  fet  already  connected* 
With  refpeft  to  the  giving  the  whole,  without  rcfcrve  to  the 
eleven  bankers,  who  were  to  have  fcven  millions  feven  hun*« 
dred  thoufatid  pounds  of  it,  if  that  circumftance  would  have 
got  the  public  a  better  bargain,  he  would  agree,  it  fhould 
have  been  fo  done.     But  the  faft  was  otherwife.     To  his 
knowledge  the  condition  was  offered  to  the  bankers,  but  they 
woold  not  abate  their  terms  in  confequence.      So  much, 
therefore,  for  the  right  honourable  gentleman'^  two  better 
ways  of  making  a  loan.    In  anfwer  to  his  valuation  of  the 
flocks,  Mr.  Fox  faid,  he  differed  from  the  right  honourable 
gentleman.     He  allowed,   that  the  bonus,   if  without  the 
dtfcoont,  it  amounted  to  40s.  was  too  much;  but  he  con* 
tended,  that  putting  each  ftock  at  its  higheft  price,  the  bo- 
nus could  not  be  fwelled  to  more  than  nve  pounds,  whereas 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  made  it  fix,  and  then  with  a 
degree  of  fancy  and  imagination,  which  by  no  means  ought 
to  be  exercifed  on  fuch  a  fubjcft  as  that  of  a  loan,  called  it  a 
bonus  of  fix  or  feven  per  cent.     Mr.  Fox  alfo  faid,  if  ht$ 
noble  friend  even  had  the  bonus  of  three  millions  to  giv^ 
away,  it  would  only  have  amounted  to  i^o,oool«  and  not  to 
240,000!*    as  flated   by    the  right  honourable  gentleman*' 
After  arguing  this  very  clofely,  and  reforting  to  a  variety  of 
calculations  and  ingenious  reafonings  upon  the  doftrioes  of 
chance,  as  to  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  price  of  the  funds,  Mr« 
Fox  took  a  kind  of  fide-wind  notice  of  the  oppofition  that 
bad  been  given  elfewhete  to  the  Irifli  Judicature  bill.     He 
faid  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  diiappointed.bim* 
He  had  expected,  that  he  would  have  called  for  the  perform* 
ance  of  all  the  notable  promifcs  in  the  King's  fpeech,  rela<»> 
tive  to  raifing  loans  in  future  in  fuch  a  way,  that  at  the  fame 
titne  that  they  were  railed  a  fund  fhould  be  provided  for  pay- 
ing them  ofF.     It  would  not  have  been  more  extraordinary 
to  have  expoftcd  the  prefent  Miniflry  to  have  fulfilled  all  the 
Vot.  IX,  4  L  flowery 
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flowery  profeffioM  and  procaifes  of  the  laft,  than  tvheo  they 
tried  to  pafs  a  bill  of  theirs,  which  they  foond  on  oooiing 
into  office  in  an  advanced  parliamentarv  ftage,  and  about 
which  fcarcely  any  thing  had  been  faid,  when  it  was  firft 
brought  in,  for  the  adherents  and  fupporters  of  the  laft  Mi- 
.  niftry  to  call  upon  them  to  ftate  the  jreafons  upon  which  the 
bill  had  been  originally  introduced.  Having  entered  into  an 
able  difcuffion  of  the  queftion  of  long  and  fhort  anmrities, 
and  contended  very  ftrenuoufly,  that  the  mode  adopted  by 
his  noble  friend  of  borrowing  the  money  npon  an  addition 
.  to  funds  already  eftabliftied  rather,  than  on  new  funds,  was 
by  far  the  wifeft  method,  Mr.  Fox  condoded  a  very  long 
fpeech  with  repeating,  that  the  badne&  of  the  prefent  loan 
was  afi^rtbeable  to  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time  in  which  it  had 
been  made,  and  that  the  late  Miniftry  were  folely  to  blame 
for  that  circumftance. 
Mr.  w.  Mr,  fF.  Pitt  rofc  in  reply  to  Mr,  Secretary  Fox,  and  ac- 

counted for  his  holding  the  feals  of  his  office  after  thofe  with 
whom  he  had  afted  had  gone  out  of  office,  .which  was  mere* 
ly  till  a  fucccflbr  (hould  be  appointed.  He  denied  diat  any 
Uame  was  imputable  to  him,  and  faid,  no  attack  like  that 
jail  made  fliould  provoke  him  fo  far  as  to  put  bim  off  his 
guard,  or  induce  him  to  deviate,  for  a  moment,  from  the 
<lire£k  matter  in  view,  viz.  a  fair  difcuffion  of  the  terms  of 
the  prefent  loanj^  and  fuch  a  defirription  of  its  manifeft  dif- 
ad vantages  as  it  demanded.  With  regard  to  there  not  hartog 
been  a  competition  of  bidders  for  the  loan,  the  right  hooou* 
raUe  gentleman  had  gone  about  to  look  for  words  to  account 
for  it,  and  had  talked  of  a  concert  of  bankers ;  perhqM  a 
word  ialely  become  famous,  would  deicribe  the  matter  bet- 
ter, and  the  right  honourable  fecretary  mi^t  mean,  that  a 
coalition  of  bankers  was  ^t  neceflary  as  a  coalition  of  Mini- 
ftcrs.  In  refpeSy  however,  to  the  offer  of  a  competition  to 
which  he  had  aitoded,  he  begged  the  noble  Lord  to  recoHeft 
bimfelf,  and  to  &y  in  direfi  terips  whether  ho  had,  or  bad 
not,  received  a  letter  on  the  7th  of  April,  figned  by  foor 
perfons  of  refponfibility  as  monied  men,  the  very  four  that 
managed  the  loan  of  the  laft  year,  ofieriog  to  take  the*loatt 
on  fuch  terms,  that  thofe  who  bid  lower  moft  make  a  bargain 
for  the  public  exceedingly  advantageous  indeed  f  After  pur- 
ting  this  queftion,  Mr.  Pitt  went  into  a  reply  to  thofe  paits 
of  Mr.  Secreury  Fox's  fpeech,  which  particularly  aUoded  to 
himlelf.  He  faid,  bis  Minifterial  exiftence  was  naturally  di- 
vifeable  ilvto  two  parts ;  negotiation  abroad^  and  aegotiatioa 
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at  home.  He  would  fpcak  only  to  the  latter.  Witli  regard 
to  the  charge  of  his  having  kept  the  feak,  after  he  had  de- 
clared he  no  longer  confidered  hitnfelf  as  a  Minlfler,  and  his 
not  having  thought  it  became  him  to  move  a  loan  at  fuch  a 
moment ;  the  UR%  uhdoubtedly  were  troe.  Motives  of  de« 
licacy,  that  moft  be  obvious  to  every  man,  had  obliged  him 
to  keep  the  feals  under  the  circumftanee§  defcribed.  To  the 
other  queftion  he  would  make  no  anfwer  ;  let  the  committee 
judge  whether  he  ought  to  have  moved  a  loan  while  the  coun- 
try was  fo  fituated.  He  faid,  he  felt  little  pain  from  the 
comparifon  of  his  condoft  with  that  of  a  noble  Lord  who  had 
religncd  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hft  ycar^ 
when  he  heard  hi mielf  charged  with  not  having  followed  that 
noble  Lord^s  example.  That  noble  Lord^s  language  had  been 
adopted  this  day  by  his  colleague  in  office.  The  noble  Lord 
had  faid  (ix  weeks  ago,  that  on  the  20th  of  February,  1782^ 
he  received  a  mortsu  Wound,  but  that  he  had  lingered  iti  of- 
fice fome  time  longer,  and  white  he  fo  lingered,  he  had  re- 
courfe  to  that  expedient  that  had  often  before  cured  wounds 
apparently  mortal,  a  loan.  He  certainly  had  not  had  recourfe 
to  any  fuch  expedient,  and  if  he  was  to  blame  for  not  ha- 
ving done  fo,  he  was  willing  to  meet  the  cenfure  due  to  him 
on  that  account.  He  wondered  what  bis  Majefty^i  ipeech 
from  the  throne,  which  had  been  of  late  fo  frequently  mtro* 
duced  into  debate,  and  that  in  (b  iecomng  a  manner,  had 
to  do  with  the  loan  ;  in  order  to  find  the  analogy,  he  defired 
the  clerk  might  read  the  part,  which  the  right  honourable 
Secretary  thought  had  any  connexion  with  the  queftion  beforp 
the  committee* 

The  following  paragraph  of  the  fpeech  was  read : 

<^  I  mufl  recommend  to  you  an  immediate  attention  to  thie 
great  objefts  of  the  public  receipts  and  expenditure;  and 
above  all,  to  the  ftate  of  the  public  debt«  Notwithftanding 
the  great  increafe  of  it  during  the  war,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
fuch  regulations  may  ftill  be  eftablifhed,  fuch  favings  made^ 
and  future  loans  fo  condu&ed,  as  to  promote  the  meaps  of 
its  gradual  redemption  by  a  fixed  courie  of  paymeat.'^ 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  the  clear  meaning  of  the  paragraph  jufl 
read  was,  that  future  bans  (hould  be  fo  managed,  that  a 
view  to  redemption  Ihould  always  be  a  leading  feature  of 
them,  a  chara£leriftic  which  by  no  means  belonged  to  the 
prefect  loan. 

Mr.  jFox  replied  at  fome  length,  and  in  particular  advert-  iif«  Fti. 
ed  to  the  paragraph  in  the  fpeecbi,    It  lecommended  an  im^ 
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nteJUm  attentioo.     Was  this,  or  was  this  not  compulfatoiy 
QQ  the  Minifters  ?  And  did  it  correfpond  with  their  cootioa- 
ing  in  office  for  feveral  weeks,  at  a  time  which  required  tbe 
Ipan,  without  taking  any  one  ftep  to  that  effefi  }  The  bo* 
Qourable  gentleman  was  not  anxious  t^  imitate  the  coodud 
of  the  noble ••  Lord.     Let  him  recolleA  what  that  condud 
was  :  he  exerted  himfelf  in  his  laft  moments  to  procure  for 
the  public  the  necclTary  fupplics,  without  making  ofe  of  it  as 
an  expedient ;  and  even  oppofition  gave  him  credit  for  his 
manlipefs. 
Mr.Huffey.      Mr.  /(u^  contended,  that. borrowing  the  money  at  five 
per  cent,  redeemable  in  ten  years,  would  have  been  much 
the  wifer  fort  of  loan»     Mr.  Hufley  entered  into  an  ample 
difcufEon  of  the  finances  of  tbe  couiitry,  and  the  bcfl  means 
of  leflening  th^  national  debt.     He  made  fome  refledioos  on 
the  condu^  of  Lord  North  when  Chancellor  of  the  £xcbe<* 
quer,  and  fald,  he  feared  when  the  noble  Lord  now  in  that 
office  came  to  propofe  his  taxes,  he  wpuld  find  the  means  of 
the  country  ufed  up. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  anfwered  Mr,  Hufley,  and  faid,  that 

the  fhort  anfwer  to  the  honourable  gentleman  was,  that  no 
loan  ^pon  a  plan  of  five  percent,  could  be  had. 
$irOra]r  Sir  Grey  Cooper  rofe  in  defence  of  Lord  North  in  hisab- 

Cooper.  fence,  [his  Lordfhip  bad  been  fcnt  for  out  of  the  Hoafe  du» 
ring  the  debate]  and  in  anfwer  to  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  faid  of 
the  noble  Lord's  having  reforted  to  a  loan  as  an  expedient  af- 
ter he  had  received  a  deadly  or  a  mortal  wound  as  a  Minificr, 
deUred  that  right  honourable  gentleman  to  recoiled  that  the 
loan  of  the  laft  year  had  been  a  cldfe  loan,  and  not  an  open 
one.  That  coniequently  the  noble  Lord  could  make  no 
friends  by  it.  Sir  Grey  defired  Mr.  Pitt  farther  to  rccolleft, 
that  Lord  North  had  moved  his  taxei  after  it  was  evident 
that  he  muft  reiign,  and  furely  he  would  not  fay,  that  mov- 
ing unpopular  taxes  was  the  beft  means  of  fecuring  a  conti- 
nuance in  office.  He  faid  he  did  not  look  at  the  reloarces  of 
•  the  country  with  fo  much  defpondcncy  as  the  honourable 
gentlem^  who  fpoke  laft  but  one«  The  produce  of  the 
taxes  was  conftantly  improving,  and.  he  had  no  doubt  but 
the  country  might  be  recovered,  with  proper  care  and  ex- 
csrtion.  Defpondency  only  begot  indolence  and  inaftivity. 
Sir  Grey  took  notice  of  Mr,  Pitt's  fncering  himfelf,  and  of 
his  endeavouring  to  raife  fnfiers  in  others;  a  conduft  which 
his  copld  not  cooceiv^  to  b?  Wh^t  very  poble  or  caodi  1 ; 
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and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  better  weapons,  he 
believed  be  woiSld  never  be  able  to  give  a  deep  wound  10  the 
noble  Lord* 

Mr.  Dmffitr  (aid,  he  coniidered  th^  loan  made  by  the  Mr.Demp^ 
prefent  MiniAcrs,  juft  as  he  had  before  coniidered  the  peace  A^- 
made  by  the  lad  Minifters,  viz,  as  a  thing  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  ihe  country ;  and  therefore  worth  accepting,  .though 
it  might  not  be  fo  a()vantageous  as.  under  our  prefent  iitua- 
tion  we  had  a  right  to  expe£l.     Mr.  Dempiler  farther  faid, 
our  wars  were  no\  at  an  end,  though  we  bad  concluded  the.  war 
abroad,  and  made  a  peace  with  thofe  who  wereoqr  enemies; 
we  had  a  war  to  wage  at  home,  a  war  upon  the  national 
debt,  which  he  trulled  wc  (h'ould  attack  with  ardour,  and' 
continue  to  combat  with  pcrfeverance*     The  beft  means  of. 
reducing  the    oppreilions,    aod   leifening  the  burthens   the 
country   laboured  under,  were,  he.  faid,   by   makiog  fmall 
peace  eftablifhments.     He  therefore  declared  he  would,  as 
far  as  lay  in  the  power  of  one  man,  prevent  the  voting  a 
large  naval  or  a  large  army  edablifhmept.  ,  It  was  an  idle 
notion,  that  keeping  them  up  on  an  expenfive  fcale  in  time 
pf  peace,  enabled  us  to  go  to  war  again  with  energy.     He 
recommended  an   imitation  of  the  conduft  of  government 
during  the  peace  that  followed  the  concludon  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht.     A  ftate  after  an  expenfive  war,  in  his  opinion,, 
like  a  man  after  fcvere  labour,  ought  to  lie  down  and  reft. 
By   that  means  only,     could   it  recover  its  ftrength  and 
vigour. 

Governor  Johnjlone  faid,  what  he  bad  heard  that  day  con**  Got.  Jo^- 
vinced  him  that  to  make  a  good  loan  was  a  moft  difficult  '^^^ 
thing.  The  money  lenders  were  too  much  for  any  hotieit 
man  to  deal  with.  The  ooble  Lord,  now  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  had  more  integrity  and  virtue  than  almoft  any 
man  he  knew,  and  he  was  convinced  aAed  upon  the  pureft 
principles  ;  and  yet  his  loan  was  as  bad  a  one  as  ever  he  had 
heard  propofed  in  that  committee ;  a  proof  that  the  moft 
virtuous  man  in  exiftence  was  by  no  means  a  match  for  the 
rooncyj- lenders. 

Mr.  Hamet  thought  fomething  that  had  fallen  from  Lord  Mnfltaiet. 
John  Cavendifh,  might  be  coniidered  as  an  impeachment  of 
the  charader  of  the  banking-houfe  he  had  a  concern  in. 
.    Lord  John  CavendiJJ}  aiTured  the  honourable  gentleman  he  Lord  j, 
bad  no  fuch  meaning.  Catendift. 

hotii  Mahon  faid,  only  a  few  millions  were  wanted  for  Ld-MaKon 
^mmedUtc  feryice^  and  therefore  ^Minifter^  ought  to  have 
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made  a  loan  for  fo  much  only  noixr,  and  have  made  another 
loan  for  the  reft^  when  better  terms  could  have  been  ob* ' 
tained. 

m^f^ft*.  Mr.  Seeritmy  Fox  fet  the  noble  Lord  right,  by  fiating  tbat 
the  moner-lenders  would  make  no  loan,  unlets  they  were  af- 
fured  at  tne  time^  that  there  was  to  be  no  other  loan  what* 
e?er  the  £uiie  year. 

air.Moflej.  Mr.  Huffiy  and  Mr.  Fox  entered  into  an  argument  pro 
and  ton%  on  the  fupferior  advantage  or  di(ad vantage  of  borrow- 
ing at  5  per  cent.  Mr.  HuiTcy  endeavoured  to  fhew  that  it 
would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  money-lender  :  npon 
vHiich  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that  he  had  formerly  had  a  great 
opinion  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  knowledge  of  figures 
and  finance,  but  be  had  now  a  greater  than  ever,  for  at  fix 
o^clock  the  honourable  gentleman  had  proved,  that  borrow- 
ing a  loan  at  5  per  cent,  was  an  advantage  to  the  public, 
whereas  at  eight  the  fame  evening,  he  made  it  appear,  or  at 
'  kaft  endeavoured  to  do  fo,  that  it  was  an  advantage  to  the 
lender.  It  was,  Mr.  Fox  fatd,  the  firft  time  he  had  ever 
heard  that  a  money  bargain  could  be  a  good  thing  both  for 
the  borrower  and  the  lender.  Mr.  Huifey  reforted  to  caica* 
lation  to  prove  his  pofition,  and  in  the  courfe  of  what  he 
faid,  glanced  at  the  loans  made  by  Lord  North  in  the  coprfe 
of  his  adminiftiration,  and  feeing  his  Lordfhip  had  re-entered 
the  Houfe,  repeated  what  he  had  faid  in  his  ahfence. 

MRjfartlii.  Mr«  Martin  defired  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband 
would  attend  his  duty  in  that  Houfe  as  ftriAly  as  poffiblc, 
that  gentlenMn,  who  had  any  thing  to  fay  agaioft  him, 
might  not  be  liable  to  the  imputation  of  having  attacked  the 
Aoble  Lord  behind  his  back.  Befides,  as  the  noble  Lord 
was  to  leave  them  fo  foon,  he  wifhed  he  might  be  afibrdedaa 
opportunity  of  having  a  few  tender  words  with  him  at 
parting. 

l«rilforth.  Loi^  North  declared  he  had  been  (ent  for  on  a  fudden  on 
important  bufinefs  that  would  not  admit  of  delay,  or  be 
ftiould  not  have  abfented  himfelf  from  his  duty.  His  Lord- 
fhip faid,  he  underftood  he  had  been  attacked,  as  it  was 
(jalfed,  in  his  abfence.  Whether  gentlemen  attacked  him  to 
his  face,  or  attacked  him  behind  his  back,  he  never  ftioold 
complain,  nor  had  he  hitherto.  He  only  wifhed  gentlemen 
Would  give  him  notice,  when  they  meant  to  be  fevere  upon 
him.  He  then  would  make  a  point  of  attending  and  take 
bis  whipping  as  patiently  as  children  did;  he  might  whim- 
ftft  a  little^  but  it  fliould  leave  no  malice  on  his  mind.    His 

Lordfhip 
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Lordftiip  gare'a  biftory  of  the  loans  he  had  mtdc,  and  Eijd 
the  fublcribers  were  coniiderable  lofera  by  the  two  firft, 
which  made  them  fo  UQwilUng  to  take  low  terms  for  thoft 
that  followed. 

Lord  Mabon  faid,  the  noble  Lord  had  proved  that  the  ex«  Ldjtfaboa, 
travagant  terms  of  the  loans  made  daring  the  latter  years  of 
his  adminiftratioDy  were  all  aiicrtbeable  to  die  very  great 
ability  be  had  difplaycd  in  making.the  two  firft  bargains. 

Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  were  up  feveral  times  Mr.  Pitu 
more  each.  In  one  of  his  Speeches,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  Mr. 
'Fox's  reafoning  on  borrowing  money  to  encreafe  the  capital 
already  ^wing,  rather  than  with  a  view  of  redemption,  was 
the  realbning  of  a  gambler  and  a  gameftcr,  who  borrows 
defperately,  without  meaning  ever  to  repay  the  principal. 

Mr.  Secretary  Fox  replied  with  gi'eat  keennefs,  and  declar-  MnFfK. 
«d  the  reverfe  of  the  proportion  was  the  fad  ;  for  whedier 
he  was  or  was  not  to  be  called  a  gambler  and  a  gamefler  for  it, 
lie  fhottid  ever  advert  to  the  doftrine  of  chances,  and  main- 
tain, that  borrowing  money  on  extravagant  and  di(advanta« 
geous  terms,  from  a  vain  and  weak  hope  to  be  able  ibon  to 
difcharge  that,  which  there  was  not  the  fmalleft  probability 
of  btfing  able  to  redeem,  was  much  more  in  the  fiile  c^ 
reafoning  cnftomarily  held  by  gamblers  and  gamcfters  ;  and 
the  argument  on  which  he  fhould  ever  hold,  and  })y  which 
he  fhould  be  ever  governed  in  public  loans,  was  that  die 
tedemprion  being  in  the  option  of  the  borrower,  and  not  in 
the  discretion  of  the  lender,  the  borrower  hol<Js  the  alterna- 
tive either  of  redeeming  at  a  fair  price,  or  of  Jceeping  the 
lender  out  of  his  principal. 

Mr.  Sheridan  flated,  that  there  was  no  competition  of  the  *''•  ^t*^ 
money  lenders  at  the  houfe  of  Lord  John  Cavendifb,  but  ^**' 
chat  although  two  or  three  of  tt^e  four,  who  had  ligoed  tiie 
letter  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Pitt  bad  been  there,  when  Loid 
John  fent  them  in  a  propofal  of  lower  terms,  than  thofe  that 
•had  ultimately  been  clofed  upon,  they  had  not  the  vircc^eto 
accede  to  them,  nor  did  they  endeavour  to  perfaade  the  reft 
to  do  fo. 

Mr.  Rolle  hoped  the  lift  of  the  fuhicribers  would  be  pot  on  HcRdlB. 
the  table,  and  that  it  would  not  appear,  that  a  pan  lof  the 
loan  had  been  given  to  pay  off  gambling  debts  and  an- 
Auities. 

Six  George  IcniC  faid,  he  would  the  £rft  £t  opportanity ,  ^irCc«iyB 
move  to  iiavc  ilie  lift  produced.  Vo^^* 

iLord 
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UndVtm'       hordNiwbavenititimzttdy  that  probably  he  (botild  move, 

hBita.  when  the  report  was  brought  up,  for  a  lefs  fum  to  be  bor« 
rowed. 

Mr.  Ofd.  Mr.  Ord  thought  it  his  duty  to  ftate  that  fuch  a  motioa 
could  only  be  regularly  made  in  the  committee,  and  the 
noble  Lord,  if  he  was  ferious,  had  better  make  his  anotioa 
then^  as  fuch  a  inotion  on  the  report,  if  cartried,  would  ne- 
gative the  whole  of  the  report. 

M.W^itt.  ^^'  ^'  ^^^^  remonftrated  on  the  noble  Lord's  intention, 
and  faid,  to  carry  fuch  an  intention  into  execution,  after  it 
had  been  generally  underftood,  that  the  loan  would  not  be 
oppoied,  would  be  fomething  very  like  taking  the  Houfe  by 
furprize,  and  would  neceflarily  carry  the  buiinefs  over  the 
Eafter  recefs. 
11^^  Lord  Niwhaven  faid,  he  never  would  take  the  Houfr  by 
furprize ;  therefore,  if  it  were  contrary  to  the  fbnle  of  the 
Houfe,  he  would  not  prefs  his  purpofe. 

At  length  the  refolution  paifed  the  committee,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  reported. 

Jpril  17. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received 
from  General  Eliott  and  Major-Geaeral  de  la  Motte  the  fol- 
lowing letters,  in  return  to  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  iigni- 
jied  to  them  by  Mr.  Speaker,  in  obedience  to  their  commands 
of  the  1 2th  day  of  December  laft. 

**S  I  R,  Gibraltar,  March  18,  1783. 

**  I  muft  intreat  you  to  accept  our  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments for  the  high  fatisfadion  you  are  pleafed  to  exprefs  in 
your  letter  of  the  13th  December,  1782,  received  on  the 
iithinfta'nt  by  the  Thetis  frigate,  tranfmitting,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  commands  of  the  Houfe,  the  two  unanimous 
refolutlons  refpe£ling  all  who  have  ferved  in  the  defence  of 
Gibraltar. 

**  I  have  delivered  to  Lieuteoant-General  Boyd,  Major- 
Genetal  de  la  Motte,  and  Major-Gencral  Green,  the  fcve- 
ral  inclofures  addrelTed  to  them  ;  and  I  have  alfo  commoDi« 
cated  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  to  the  whole  garrifon. 
-  **  We,  the  officers,  are  highly  fenfible  of  the  honour  con- 
ferred on  us ;  the  failors  and  foldiers,  I  am  confident,  will 
Kceive  the  honour  done  them  with  every  dcmonftratioa  of 

^titude 
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gratitude  and  joy,  as  foon  as  it  can  be  declared  to  tlicm  in 
fuitable  military  form. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

«G.  A.  ELIOTt;^ 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Wolfrah  Cornwall,  &c.  &c.  kd 

"S  I  R,.  Gibraltar,  March  18,  1783, 

*•  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  13th  December  laft,  together  with  a  refblution  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons^  ordering  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe 
to  be  given  'to  X.ieutenant-General  Boyd,  Major-Gcneral 
dc  la  Moite,  Major-General  Green,  chief  engineer,  to  Sir 
Roger  Curtis,  and  to  the  officers,  foldiers,  and  failors>  lately 
employed  in  the  defence  of  Gibraltar. 

*^  I  beg  you  will  be  pleafed,  Sir,  to  inform  the  Houfcj 
that,  for  my  part,  I  have  the  higheft  fcnfe  of  the  great  ho- 
nour the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain  has  beftoi?(ed 
upon  me  by  their  refolution. 

**  I  return  you  my  particular  thanks.  Sir,  for  the  very 
polite  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  communi-* 
caie  to  me  the  faid  refolutiort ;  and  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  the  greatcft  refpeft.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

*«A.   DE  LA  MOTTE/' 

The  Right  Honourable  C,  W.  Cornwall, 
Speaker  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 


Mf.  OH. 


Mr.  OrJ  brought  up  the  report  from  the  committee  of 
Ways  and  means ;  the  refolutions  were  read  once,  and  whexx, 
the  clerk  was  reading  the  fecond  time; 

Mr.  Whitbread  role,  and  made  a  fpecch.  againft  the  terms  . 

of  the  loan,  blaming  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  ^^Jl^^ 
his  colleagues,  for  keeping  three  millions  from  the  perfons 
with  whom  they  made  the  loan,  that  they  might  have  it  in 
their  power  to  parcel  (b  much  of  it  out  among  their  friends  ; 
he  blamed  alfo  the  terms  of  the  loan,  faying  that  had  it  been 

£ut  up  to  public  aufiion,  he  was  fare  that  it  might  have 
een  obtained  for  at  leaft  one  per  cent,  lefs  than  it  wquld 
now  coft  the  public;  that  as  it  was,  it  was  taking  half  a  mil- 
lion of  money  from  the  public,  and  giving  it  as  a  premium 
to  the  lenders,  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  when  there  was  not 
Vol.  IX^  4  M  Ihp 
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the  fmalleft  occafion  for  it.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  the 
fjithe  bad  ufe  would  be  made  of  it,  z%  of  the  lo:ln  of  tad 
year,  which  members  of  the  prcfent  adminifiration  had  ten* 
lured  with  fo  much  freedom  and  juilice.  He  faid,  ht  really 
l\ad  hoped  and  expeded  better  things  from  thetn^  and  had 
entertitined  an  idea  of  their  good  faith  and  abilities^  but  w«s 
forry  to  find  his  miftake  by  Their  firft  matoeuyre.  Did  tbf y 
mean  thus  to  recommend  themfeives  to  the  favour  of  the 
public  ?  He  believed  the  kiogdom  at  large  woyld  otccrate 
this  wade  of  their  money.  He  hoped  it  was  not  yet  too 
late  for  them  to  re*coniider  the  bnfinefs,  and  to  fave  their 
owa  credit^  and  the  public  treafure.  He  took  this  oppor- 
tunity, he  faid,  to  deliver  his  fentiments,  as  be  had  not  been 
prefent  yefterday  when  the  budget  was  opened.  No  aofwcr 
was  made  to  Mr«.  Whitbread,  and  the  report  waa  agreed  to 
Without  any  farther  oppofition. 
Mr.  Rolie.      jv^f^  j^^  Ufioved  for  a  copy  of  the  lift  of  fubfcriben  to 

the  new  loan* 

Mr.  Fred.       ^p,  FreJgrUk  M^mt^u  rofe  to  fircoiid  the  motion. 

Lo°r°  John       Lord  John  Cavendijh  faid,  the  lift  when  prcfentcdi  would 

Cavendi^i.   txplain  wbo  the  perfons  were  to  whom  he  had  givert  asy 

psrt  of  the  loan.     That  as  to  the  perfons  in  public  ofieet, 

mentioned  by  him  in  his  fpecch  in  the  comdaitte^,  ha  alluded 

to  the  clerks  in  the  Bank  and  in  the  Treafury^  wbo  as  they 

had   foma  trouble  with  the  extraordinary  bufinefs  thrown 

tipon  them  in  confequence  of  the  loan^  bad  cuftomarily  been 

each  allowed  a  trifling  fhare  of  it. 

Mr.  Sherl-       ^''*  ^^^^^^  ^^i^  ^c  Was  ^lad  to  fee  the  motion  feconded 

4aii.  from  the  Treafury  bench;  if  it  had  not  been  fccondcd  by 

-  any  one  elfe,  he  himfelf  would  have  done  it  with  a  great 

deal  df  pleiifdre  ;  and  though  it  might  be  imagined  from  the 

fitttation  he  held,  that  he  knew  fbftiething  of  the  perfons  to 

whom  the  loan  had  been  parcelled  out,  he  could  afliire  the 

honourable  mover  of  the  queftion^  that  the  lift  could  not  be 

a  greater  novelty  to  any  man  in  that  Houfe  than  it  would  be 

to  ni  m;  for  knowing  the  charafter  and  difpofition  of  the  noble 

Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer,  he  did  not  venture  fo 

much  as  to  recommend  a  fingle  perfoti  to  him  for  a  ihare  la 

the  loan..    What  peculiarly  rendeteJ  thepcfent  motion  a 

matter  agreeable  to  his  mind,,  was  the  reeolleClion  of  the 

many  indirect  infinuations  that  ikiight  create  a  fufpidon  in 

the  minds  of  the  public,  which  had  been  at  different  times, 

and  by  different  fpeakers,  thrown  out  in  the  coorfe  of  the 

debate  of  the  preceding  day.     Infinuations  and  formifcs 

whifpcned  with  an  affected  caution^  and  hinted  by  halves 

be 
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he  obferved,  oftei^did  more  towards  impofing  conviAibo  e>^ 
tke  minds  qf  the  credulous  than  the  tnoft  dircA  charg^ 
coold  tffeSt^  In  the  debate  ta  the  committee,  more  than  one 
fpeaker  bad  choied  to  talk  of  the  poflibility  of  the  prefent 
loan  haviog  been  diftributed  unfairly,  with  a  view  to  the  ex* 
crtion  of  parliamentary  influence,  or  with  a  deiign  to  aufwer 
purpofes  of  a  lefs  political,  but  of  a  more  pernicious  nature.  ^ 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  in  particular,  who  had 
flood  forth  te  conipicuouily  as  the  leader  of  the  oppofitioil 
againft  the  loan,  had  in  his  firft  fpeech  talked  in  general 
terms  of  the  impropriety  of  a  referve  for  miniftertal  allots 
ment,  and  in,  his  fubfequent  fpeeches  had  faid,  *'  if  the  noble 
]L#ord  wonld  fay,  he  alone  made  the  diftribution,  and  if 
it  had  been  folely  the  a&  of  the  noble  Lord,*'  with  other 
exprcfliona  of  a  lort  that  tended  to  convey  a  fufpicioa  of  the 
improper  interference  of  other  perlbns  ;  it  could  not  there<^ 
fore  but  give  him  the  moft  folid  fatisfa&ion  to  hear  a  motion 
for  a  paper,  which  muft  aeccflarily  carry  with  St  incoutro*- 
vertible  evidence  of  the  truth,  and  which  of  courfe  would ' 
fcrvc  compleatly  to  acquit  not  only  the  ne^ble  Lord  at  the' 
head  of  the  Exchequer,  but  every  other,  perfon  about  tht 
Treafury.  Wjth  regard  to  the  fpeech  juft  delivered  by  an 
honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Sheridan  Aid,  he  could  only 
conceive  from  the  many  exceeding  harfh:  exprei&ons  ufed  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  he  had  been  abfent  from  the 
Houfe  the  preceding  day.  Had  not  that  been  the  cafe,  the 
honourable  gentleman  certainly  would  have  had  too  much 
candour,  to  have  ftated  charges  of  fo  reprehenfible  a  nature 
in  exprels  terms,  upon  grounds  that  had  been,  as  he  trufted 
the  Houfe  would  allow,  moft  amply  and  fatisfaAorily  ex^r 
plained  and  refuted,  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  in  the  com- 
mittee. ^  Before  he  fat  down,  if  he  might  be  permitted  fo 
much  egotifm,  in  defence  of  himfelfy  and  in  exculpation  of 
his  chara^ler^  as  a  perfon,  who  very  unworthily  dood  in 
that  fort  of  connection  with  the  Treafury,  which  rendered 
him  liable  to  fufpicion,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  aiTuring 
the  Houfe  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he  had  neither 
direQly  nor  indire£lly  interfered,  in  regard  to  the  prcfcnt 
loan,     The  motion  paiTed  without  any  oppofitien. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve 
itfelf  into  ^  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  petition  that  had  been  prefented  by  the 
Eaft  India  Company. 

Sir  Henry  fietcher  rofe,  and  having  generally  ftated    tht  gj,  Hea,y 
fituation  of  the  Company,  moved^  *^  That  leave  be  given  Fktchcr. 

4M  2  to 
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Sir  Robert 


to  bring  in  a  bill  to  indemnify  the  Eaft  India  Companr 
from  all  loifes  in  refpe£l  to  their  making  regular  payroeat  of 
certain  fums  due  to  the  public,  and  to  allow  farther  time  for 
fuch  payment,  and  to  enable  the  Eaft  India  Companir  to 
borrow  a  certain  fum,  and  to  make  a  dividend  of  41,  per 
trcnt.  to  the  proprietors  at  Midfummer  1783." 

General  Smith  replied,  and  faid,  he  felt  himfelf  embarraf- 
fed  between  the  firft  part  of  the  motion  and  the  fecond  ; 
that,  upon  the  whole,  he  could  not  withhold  his  alFent,  but 
that  he  referved  iiis  fentiments  till  the  bill,  to  bring  in 
which  leave  was  now  moved,  was  in  the  proper  fiage  toad* 
mit  of  difcuilion. 

Governor  Johnjione  faid,  that  the  honoarable  general 
was  not  perfeftly  coniiftent  in  his  conduf^,  in  ftating  that  the 
Company  had  a  claim  to  the  400,0001.  taken  from  them  by 
government ;  and  yet  talking  of  withholding  his  aiTcnt  from 
an  aft  allowing  them  to  borrow  500,0001.  The  Governor 
faid,  the  Company  had  been  worfe  ufcd  by  Parliament 
than  ever  fubjefts  of  that  country  had  experienced.  The 
terrors  of  Parliament  had  been  repeatedly  held  over  them 
to  enforce  oppreiHon  and  injuftice. 

Mr,  Dempjler  fpoke  upon  the  queftion,  and  General 
Smith  and  bir  Henry  Fletcher,  each  fpoke  a  fecond  time, 
At  length  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  the  23d, 

^pril  23. 

Mr.  Sheridan  brought  in  a  bill,  founded  on  the  reiblutiont 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  for  raifing  1 2,ooo,oool, 
by  a  loan.  The  bill  was  read  the  firft  time  without  any  op- 
pofition.  The  bill  for  taking  away  the  neceffity  of  Ameri- 
can fhips  being  furnifhed  with  manifefts,  certificates,  &c 
was  fenttoa  committee.     Mr,  St.  John  in  the*  chair. 

Sir  Robert  Merries  ftated  two  grounds  of  difQcutly  that  the 
law  woul()  eftablifh  ;  as  the  law  ftood,  there  was  a  neceliitv 
for  all  fhips,  as  well  Britifh  as  foreign,  to  be  furniflied  with 
bills  of  lading  or  clearances ;  nay,  it  was  not  the  law  of  this 
country  only,  but  of  all  the  world,  for  the  purpole  of  pre- 
venting fmugglmg  and  contraband  trade;  but  if  theprefent 
bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  law,  there  woqld  be  a  door  opened  to 
the  fmugglers  of  all  nations  to  come  into  our  ports,  under  the 
denomination  of  Americans;  and  fmuggling,  which  fo  many 
l^vrs  had  been  paade  tQ  reftrain^  would  in  faQ  be  cft^blilhed 
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by  law,  if  the  prcfent  bill  Ihould  pafs.  He  would  fuggeft 
therefore  the  propriety  of  placing  the  Americans  in  this  rc- 
fpc&  on  the  fame  footing  with  all  other  nations,  and  not  free 
them  from  reflri£tions  to  which  even  Britifh  fubjefis  were 
liable.  He  fuppofed  a  cafe  where  this  country  might  be  ru- 
ined by  freeing  the  Americans  from  the  necemcy  of  fhewing^ 
any  documents  on  their  arrival  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain : 
if,  for  inilance,  the  plague  was  raging  in  any  part  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States,  the  prefent  bill  would  not  leave  in 
the  government  a  power  to  iniift  on  the  production  of  bills  of 
health,  by  American  (hips,  or  to  compel  them  to  perform 
quarantine,  Thefe  were  difficulties  which  ought  to  be  obvi- 
ated ;  and  he  made  no  doubt  bui  he  fliould  nnd  a  readineA 
in  Miniftcrs  to  provide  againft  them. 

Mr.  Fox  obfcrved,    that  whoever  imagined   the  bill  had  liuFoi. 
f  r  obje£t  the  cftablilhment  of  any  commercial  conne£ltioa 
between  this  country  and  America,  wasmiflaken;  its  only 
obje£t  wgs  to  remove  certain  obftacles  that  flood  in  the  way 
of  an  intercourfe;  the  regulations  \;^*ould  be  brought  forward- 
in  a  proper  time;  and  he  could  inform  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, that  there  was  a  claufe  in  the  bill,  for  granting  certain 
powers  to  the  Crown,  that  would  obviate  any  difficulty  that 
might  arife  from  the  realiiing  of  a  fuppodtion,  that  the  pUgue 
^ould  be  raging  in  America.     Had  the  late  miniftry  been  b 
good,  in  their  adjuAment  of  the  proviiional  treaty,  as  to 
have  inlerted  feme  one  article  orotlicr  that  had  a  reference  to 
a  future  treaty  o^ommerce  bet  ween  America  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, they  would  have  not  only  done  .their  country  a  very 
ciTential  piece  of  fervice,  but  have  faved  the  prefent  Govern- 
ment, and  both  Houfes  of  Parliametit  an  infinite  deal  of  trou- 
ble, and  relieved  them  from  a  difiicvilcy,  which,  in  every 
point  of  view  that  it  could  be  confidered,  would  be  found  to 
be  of  great  magnitude.     Had  the  late  Miniftry,  for  inftance, 
Mt  only  by  their  treaty  agreed,  that  a  cefTation  of  hoftilities 
fnould  take  place,  in  the  drift  and  common  fenfe  of  the  words, 
viz.  by  the  armies  of  the  two  countries  no  longer  continuing 
to  fight,  or  make  war  on  each  other,  but  in  a  more  general 
acceptation  of  the  term,  and  a  more  exteniive  fenfe  of  it, 
namely,  that  from  and  after  the  ratifi(fation  of  the  proviiio- 
nal treaty,  all  forts  of  hoftilities  fhould  ccafe,  and  that  the 
prohibitory  laws  that  impeded  the  commerceof  the  twocoun* 
tries  fhould  no  longer  have  effeA  on  either  fide,  in  that  cafe 
undoubtedly  there  would  have  been  little  or  no  occafion  for 
fl^e  pre&qt  bill.    As  the  lail  Adminiftration^  ^however^  had 

not 
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not  be6n  kind  enough  in  their  trealy  of  peace  with  America, 
to  have  made  the  proviiibn  necefiary  to  prevent  the  embarraiT- 
ment  the  country  now  felt,  it  became  the  duty  of  bis  Ma- 
jeftty%  prefelit  krvanta  to  apply  the  beftaml  moft  fpcedy  re-» 
medy  ,  that  the  nature  of  the  cafe  would  admit ;  and  as  he  did 
not  doubt  but  that  every  gentleman  fiw  the  neceflity  of  immc* 
diately  opening  an  intercourfe  with  America,  they  would  ioin 
with  htm  inthinkingy  that  if  they  were  to  look  co  every  poffi« 
blecafe,  that  might  arife,  (fuch  as  the  cafe  of  a  plagoe  break- 
ing out  in  any  of  the  thirteen  Provinces,  which,  though  it 
came  within  the  fcale  of  poffibilxty,  was  not  very  much  with« 
in  that  of  probability,  at  icaft,  if  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time, 
for  which  the  prefent  bill  was  intended  to  operate  and  have 
effef^,  was  confidercd)  inftead  of  embracing  the  objcA  of  the 
biir  without  delay,  they  would  (carcly  ever  be  able  loat* 
^  tain  it. 

Ifr.AfleB.  Mr.  Ardin  was  anxious  that  the  Houfe  (hoold  be  captious 
how  they  trufted  too  great  a  power  to  the  Crown ;  and  be 
wilhed  that  the  bill  was  (p  worded,  as  that  the  extent  of  this 
power  might  be  marked  oat,  and  defined.  He  remarked, 
that  it  was  undoubtedly  necefiary,  in  the  particular  cafe  in 
queftion,  to  give  very  extcnfive  powers  to  the  Crown ;  but 
n  appeared  to  him  to  be  by  far  the  wifeft  way  to  exprefs  in 
the  bill,  the  full  extent  of  the  powers  fo  vefted  'in  the  Crown, 
in  order  that  gentlemen  might  not  at  a  future  period  fay, 
that  when  they  voted  for  the  bill,  they  were  not  aware  that 
they  gave,  and  that  they  never  meant  to  give,  powen  to 
fuch  an  extent.  Mr.  Ardcn,  after  urging  the  neceility  of 
this  in  ftrong  terms,  propofed  to  infert  the  words  *'  duties, 
drawbacks,  or  otherwife,''  in  the  claufe  under  con(ideration« 

lir.  Eden.  Mr.  Edin  Was  of  opinion,  that  the  power  could  not  he 
well  defined,  unlefs  it  were  poffihle,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
it  was  not,  to  forefee  every  poflible  difficulty  that  might 
occur  in  making  regulations  on  fo  nice  a  point,  as  the  intci* 
courfe  between  this  country  and  America ;  but  fome  extent 
of  power  was  neceiTary ;  for  at  this  moment,  as  the  law 
ftands,  an  American  fhip  could  not  enter  a  Britifh  port,  even 
foppoling  that  the  prohibitory  aCts,  and  thofe  which  impofc 
the  neceflity  of  being  furnifhed  with  manifefts,  &c.  were  no 
longer  in  exiftence ;  for  there  were  other  laws  that  declared 
that  all  American^  commodities,  (hall  be  imported  into  this 
kingdom,  in  Britiih  bottoms  only ;  and  that  American  ihips 
ihould  not  bring  into  this  country  any  commodity,  not  the 
produce  of  America ;  therefore  until  the  negotiation,  by  which 

proper 
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proper  commercial  regnlations  fbould  be  concluded^  thero 
wasy  10  his  opioion,  a  necefHty  for  veiling  in  tb^  Crown 
certain  general  powers^  that  might  apply  to  any  poffiblo 
difficulty. 

Mr.  Jriku  faid,  that  the  great  obje A  of  the  bill,  as  far  aa  &lr«  Aiiou 

lie  could  underftand,  was  to  enable  the  C^wn  to  fettle  and 

jcgulate  the  duties  that  the  American  commodities  ihoulcl 

pay  in  this  country ;  and  if  fo^  he  faw  no  reafon  why  this 

fpecial  power  ihould  not  be  expreifed  in  the  bill.     He  wiflied 

to  leave  as  little  to  conftru£tion  and  interpretation  as  he 

could;  he  would  therefore  have  the  bill  fpeak  out^  and  that 

it  might  not  be  hereafter  faid  that  powers  had  been  exercifedj 

which  6ne  half  of  the  Houfe  never  meant  to  give ;  as  was  the 

cafe  in  the  a£t  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  peace  with 

America  ;  upon  which  he  had  heard  a  conftru£lion  had  been 

put,  that  was  fufficicnt  to  make  an  honeft  man's  hair  ftand 

creft ;  for  fome  were  of  opinion,  that  by  virtue  of  this  a£t, 

the  King  might  have  made  any  bargain  with  America,  fo 

far  even  as  to  ftipulate,  that  they  fhould  pay  no  duties  at  all ; 

and  this  opinion  might  in  fome  roeafure  be  countenanced  by 

law :  for  if  the  queftion  were  to  be  agitated,  ^V  Whether  the 

Americans  are,  in  law,  Britith  fubjefls  or  not  ?''  he  would 

not  heiitate,  as  a  lawyer,  to  fay  that  they  are,  if  they  them* 

felvts  Hiould  think  proper  to  call  themfelves  fo;  or  to  claim 

the  privelege  of  fubje£ts  in  this  country :  this  queftion  would 

raife  difficulties  in  the  point  relative  to  aliens  or  natives 

duties. 

Governor  Jahnjlone  wifhed  that  gentlemen  would  think  Go^in«# 
as  be  did  on  one  particular  point.  He  was  always  of  opi- johnftooe. 
nion,  that  taxation  and  legiilation  were  two  very  diftinf^ 
things.  By  the  vote  of  that  Houfe  he  conceived  money  was 
granted  to  the  Crown  ;  the  bills  brought  in,  in  confequencc 
of  that  vote,  were  ads  of  legiilation  quite  diftinft  from  tax-< 
ation,  and  ought  to  be  conndered  merely  as  regulations  for 
enforcing  the  collefiion  of  the  taxes  impofed.  This  diilinc- 
tion  ought  not  to  be  loft  light  of  in  the  prefent  inftance,  where 
there  was  an  intention  to  veft  in  the  Crown  a  power  of  rcgu^ 
lating  the  collection  of  a  revenue  which  was  to  arife  from 
taxes  impofed  on  commodities  imported  into.the  kingdom. 

Mr.  /tfxdid  not  wilh  ih'at  there  (hould  be  any  mention  *^'w- 
made  of  a  power  to  be  granted  to  the  Crown  of  impoling  du- 
ties ;  not  becaufe  he  was  afraid  that  it  v^ould  be  abufed ;  but 
merely  for  the  fake  of  decency,  as  it  was  a  power  that  Par- 
liament ought  never  to  pan  with,  except  in  cafes  of  the  great- 
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eft  n^ceftity  :   he  was  forry  that  fuch  a  neceflity  at  prefent 
exifted,  from  the  impoflibility  of  providing  for  every  cafe 
ivhicti  it  was  impoliible  to  forefee :  bad  thofe  who  made  the 
proviiional  treaty  with  America,  made  commercial  regola- 
lions  with  the  American  commifHoners,  which  (hoiild  take 
place  at  the  conclufioa  of  the  war,  this^  neceflity  had  never 
exifted. 
Mr.  Arfeo.      ^^^  Ardm  at  laft  moved  for  the  infcrtion.of  a  daufe  to  de- 
clare, that  the  power  to  be  vefted  in  the  Crown  by  the  bill, 
fhould  laft  for  fix  weeks  from  the  day  that  the  bill  Ihoold 
pafs  into  a  law. — This  motion  pafled ;  and  the  Houfe  was 
refumedc 
Lord  New        Lord  Newhaven  exprcffed  his  furprife  that  the  minutes  of 
luma.        the  Treafury  Board,  relative  to  the  difmiflion  of  two  prio- 
cipal  clerks  from  the  Pay  Office,  had  not  been  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  though  they  had  been  moved  for  feveral  days  ago 
by  an  honourable  member — ^The  Speaker  informed  the  noMc 
Lord,  that,  though  the  honourable  member  alluded  to  had 
cxprefied  an  intention  to  move  for  fuch  minutes,  yet  he 
never  made  any  motion  on  the  fubjefi. 
Ur.FoK.         Mr.  Fox  faid  there  was  no  minute  in  the  Treafury  of  the 
difmtifion  of  the  gentlemen  alluded  to;  it  was  a  tranfaftion 
of  the  Pay  Office. 
Lord  New-      Lord  Newbaven  was  furprifed  at  this,  as  he  had  heard  the 
***««•        late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fay  in  his  place,  that  a 
minute  had  been  taken  on  the  fubjeft  by  the  Board  of  Trca- 
fury. 
licr«i         Mr.  Fox  faid  the  Treafury  had  taken  a  minute  of  an  exa- 
mination of  the  two  officers  alluded  to,  but  not  of  a  difiniffion, 
which  lay  in  the  department  of  the  Paymaftcr-gcneral :  but 
there  could  not  be  the  leaft  objeftion  in  the  world^  to  the 
produflibn  of  this  minute,  fuch  as  it  was. 
Wr  F.  Mr.  Frederic  Montagu  requefted  the  noble  Lord  would  de- 

Moatagu.  f^^  ^j^^  molioQ  a  few  days,  until  he  could  fee  the  minute,  and 
fo  defcribe  it  to  him,  as  that  the  motion  fhould  clearly  point 
it  out ;  at  prefent  he  did. not  know  how  to  word  the  motion, 
fo  as  to  defcribe  the  minute. 

Lord  Newhaven  complied  with  the  rcqueft. 

The  following  paper  was  laid  upon  the  table  : 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  to  go  into 
a  committee  on  the  bill  for  railing  a  certain  fum  by  way  of 
Annuities' and  by  a  Lottery,  Mr.*  Ord  took  the  chair. 

Sir  Edwird  *  Sir  Edward  Ajiley  rofe  dlrcftly,  and  reprobated  the  idea  of 
*^*  a  lottery,  as  exceedingly  dangerous  for  the  lower  clafs  of  peo- 
ple, they  always  being  fure  to  jgamble.  He  then  entered 
into  the  various  modes  of  adventunng  in  the  lottery,  but  not 
being  much  converfanc  in  the  bufineis,  he  went  only  fiom 
heariay. 

Lord  John    '  Lord  'John  Cavindi/h  aflfure  J  the  honourable  Baronet  (hat 

Cavendiih.  jjo  perfon  was  more  againft  a  lottery  than  bimfclf;  but  whilfl 
the  neceflity'of  the  llate  called  for  a  large  fiim  of  money,  it 
was  found  Jihe  moft  expedient  to  raife  a  part  by  way  of  lot- 
tery, as  tn€  cheapelT  to  the  public  ;  and  if  the  moncy-Icn* 
^ers  had  not  the  benefit  arlfing  from  lottery  tickets,  they 
would  infiit  on  other  terms  far  more:  difadvantageous  to  the 
public.  With  refpcA  to_the  lottery  being  ruinous,  on  ac- 
count of  the  pernicious  inducement  to  gamble^  the  honou- 
rable Baronet  undoubtedly^  was  right,  but  it  had  been  found 
rmpoilible  to  prevent  gambling;  for  when  there  was  no  En- 
glifh  lottery,  the  people  would  gamble  in  an  Irilb,  a  Dutch, 
or  a  French  lottery;  and  fuch  regulations  bad  been  taken 
lafl  year  as,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevented  the  lower  clafs 
from  gambling,  and  the  greateft  care  would  be  taken  this 
year  to  render  the  aft  as  fecurc  as  poffible, 

Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Smith  (partner  in  the  banking- hou/e  of  Smith  and 
.  Payne)  rofe  next,  and  exprefied  a  great  veneration  for  the 
charafler  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  finances,  but 
could  not  help  (hewing  his  difappointment  at  not  having  a 
part  of  the  loan.  The  noble  Lord  had,  he  faid,  put  down 
the  banking-houfe  of  Smith  and  Payne  among  a  variety  of 
other  bankers,  as  fit  perfons  to  be  applied  to  on  the  bufinel's; 
but  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  came  to  make  the  diAributioo, 
totally  forgot  that  houfe ;  and,  if  he  was  not  mifinformed, 
,  had  been  heard  to  give  as  a  reafon  for  fo  doing,  that  the  hool'e 
of  Soiith  and  Payne,  in  former  loans,  had  made  a  very  im- 
proper ufe  oi  the  part  they  had  given  then),  and  materially 
hurt  the  bufinefs  of  other  bankers ;  if  that  feally'was  the  no- 
ble Lord's  meaning  for  leaving  the  hoofe,  of  which  he  Was  a 
partner,  out  of  the  loan,  he  was  milinformed,  for  he  Iiad 
••   ^  .  frcqucmly 
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frequently  reje6(edj.  with  fcorn  and  contempt^  the  offer  of 
many  perfons  who  came  to  depofite  money  with  him  .on  con- 
dition of  being  favoured  with  a  part  of  the  loan.  He  per- 
ft£tly  forgave  the  noble  Lord  of  any  intention  to  injure  the 
houfe  of  Bmith  and  Payne  ;  but  certainly  he  had  been  roif-* 
informed.  So  far  from  the  charge  being  true,  it  was  ground-. 
le(s  in  every  refpeft ;  in  the  firKl  place^  his  houfe  had  not  any 
(hare  of  the  loan  of  the  laft  year,  nor  was  it  capable  of  the 
conduct  it  was  fuppofed  to  have  praftifed.  He  never  had 
alked  for  part  of  a  loan,  and  he  was  certain  the  reafon  ailign-  . 
ed  by  the  noble  Lord  for  ftriking  the  name  of  his  houfe  out 
df  the  lift  was  not  more  injurious  to  hinfi  than  it  was  falfe  and 
groundlefs.  As  fodn  as  he  heard  of  the  reafon,  he  had 
thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  apply  to  the  noble  Lord 
to  enquire  into  the  truth  of  the  report,  and  to  learn  who  was 
the  original  author  of  the  calumny.  The  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer  had  allowed,  that  he  had 
heard  fuch  a  report,  but  refufcd  to  tell  him  from  whence  he 
beard  it ;  he  had  no  other  means  therefore  of  juftifying  him- 
felf  and  the  character  of  the  houfe  in  which  he  was  concern- 
ed, than  by  thus  publicly  Rating  the  whole  of  the  cafe,  and  ' 
declaring,  as  he  did  upon  his  honour,  that  the  charge  was  in 
every  rcfpcft  nntrde ;  and  having  done  fo,  he  left  it  to  the 
feelings  of  the  noble  Lord  to  point  out  what  reparation 
could  be  made  tp  men  of  bufinefs,  for  an  injury  wholly  un- 
provoked, and  wholly  unmerited ;  he  added,  that  what  ren- 
dered it  a  more  marked  injury  was,  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
in  that  Houl'e  cxpreffly  declared,  he  rcferved  upwards  of 
three  millions  of  the  loan  to  make  an  equal  diftribution  of  it 
atnidft  fuch  of  the  bankers  as  were  not  among  the  eleven  who 
took  fb  large  a  fhare  of  it.  This  being  the  cafe,  and  his 
houfe  beiog  the  only  one  in  London  totally  excluded  from 
any  Iharc  of  it,  a  fort  of  ftigma,  of  a  very  difagrecable  na- 
ture, was  fixed  upon  it,  and  it  wai  attended  with  the  greater 
degree  of  unpleafantnefs,  from  the  very  injurious  and  falfe 
reafon  alledged  in  judification'of  fuch  a  peculiar  exception. 
Mr.  Smith  AaVing  ftated  this  point  very  fully,  went  into  a 
cbn'lideration  of  the  loan  itfelf,  which  he  thought  by  no 
means  fo  advantageous  on  the  part  of  the  nation  as  it  might 
have  been.  He  laid,  he  meant  not  in  any'  the  fmalleli  de- 
gree to  impute  an  undue  moriye  to  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
propofed  it ;  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  thinking  upon  poli- 
tical fubjefts  very  much  with  that  noble  Lord  ;  he  was  con- 
vinced of  his  great  integrity,  and  fatisfied  that  be  meant  to 
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S} n^hal vftt ptrfeAly  lipright  and perfei^l jrunetceptjonaUe J 
but  the  noble  Lord'  appeared  to  him,  in  tiie  condiift  of  tb« 
prefenf  Iban',  rath'er  to  have  cbnfidercd  it  a$  the  duty  of  a 
ChanCdnof  tff  the  flstche^uer  to  make  an  impartial  diftriba* 
tioYK  of  a  boon,  than  to  be  careful  in  the  hrft  infttnce^  to 
maker  (he  bcft  bargain  for  the  public  that  could  be   had« 
What  induced  hiih  fb  to  rc^rd  the  noble  Lord^s  coodafi^ 
with  ttCpcSt  X6  the'  toan^  Mr.  Smith  faid,  Iras  the  little  at^ 
terntlon*  the  iloble'  Lord  had  paid  to  the  hints  given  him  bj 
'     the  four  gfe'nticA^en  Who  took  the  lai!  year's-  loan,  and  their 
dffet  of  a  competition;    H^was  preient  when  the  letter  was 
WYiCten,  atid  that  letter  contained  the  bcft  advice  that  men 
cicperiedced  in  the  bufitnefs  of  loans  could  give;    the  four 
genttemtn  ftfongly  r^eomniended  a  divifion  of  the  money* 
lenders  int6  fets  of  perfons  fuffieiently  refponfible  to  take  the 
V^hole  of  the  )cran,  and  declared  that  they,  as  one  fee,  woald- 
ttike  the  to^n,  among  them*  on  fucb  terms,  that  if  they  were 
outbid,  the  loan  Ibould  be  a  very  cheap  bne  to  the  public  in-> 
deed*    He  was  confident  that  had  the  noble  Lord  rtiade  ufe 
of  the  information,  and  gone  by  the  rules  prefcribed  in  that 
letter;  a  far  better  loan  might  have  been  m^de,  and  a  faving 
c{  6oo,00ol.  to  the  public  have  been  gained  ;  for  now  the 
loan  bore  a'  premiuni  of  eight  and  a  quarter  per  cent'. 
Xd.  J«ha         Lord  yobn  Cavendi/h  amired  the  nonourable  gentleman, 
Cavendidi.  that  he' had  not  the  leaft' intention  to  caft  any  ilur  on  the 
Roufe  of  which  he  was  a  partner;  but  unduubtedfy  in  the' 
courfe  of  his  negociation,  converling  with  different  men  of^ 
the  fame  ptofeifion^  he  had  heard  a  number  of  infinuatioos 
thrdWA  out ;  and  it  was  what  was  always  tHe  cafe,  that  peo« 
pie,  in*  the  fame  way  of  bufioefs  were  jealous  of  each  odier^ 
and  frequently  made  ufe  of  ill-natured  expreffioos;  however,- 
be  had  paid  no  refpeA  to  tHofe  infinuations,  and  the  fote 
reafon  of  the  honourable  gentleman  being  left  out  of  the 
loan  was,  not  knowing  but  be  was  connected  with  the  other 
banking'-hbufes,  in  which  the  name  of  Smith- w^s  part  of  Ac 
firm ;  he  had  undefftbod,  that  a  Hou(c  ih  which  there  wat- 
the  faftTe  naiAe,  had  ufed  the  loan  as  an  inftrument  of  in- 
Hueneing  cuftomers,  and  as  he  thought  that  a  very  improper 
mode  of  conduA,  he  had  endeavoured  to  pcoventitm  rc« 
Ype£t  rb  the  prefcnt  loan.    But  he  had  not  till  then  known, 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  had  now  ftated^  vra«  that  he 
had  not  any  .(hare*  of  the  laft  loan.    It  was  cleai'  therefore, 
that  lie  bad  maide  a  oUftake,  and  had  been  miikd  iDapar- 
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tjcpUr.  ^^d}og  whicb^  he  -cp^ld  Imye  no  privfiie  motivt  to 
a£l  cither  ooe  way  or  the  other.     As  to  the  letter  in  (jueftipn^ 


if  he  recolle£l|ed  r^htly^  he  h^  received  it  oaly  tbfce  d«y$ 
)3efpre  ijt  was  neceifary  to  conclude  the  bargain ;  but  npteiu 
pefling  it  would  ever  become  the  fvibjeA  of  diCcpiiion,  he 
bad  not  taken,  particular  notice  of  the  faA,     He  thought, 
however,  it  came  to  his  fight  only  oa  the  We4nefd;ay  pr«* 
cedinjg  th.e  Saturday  on  which  the  loan  was  agreed  for.     I( 
certainly  advifed  a  competition,  ^nd  meutioned  four  names 
fs  one  fet ;  but  how  !was  he  to  get  othpr  perfons  to  form 
thens^fqlvc^  into  fets,  yvho  were  willine  tp  oppofc  moxiied 
inep  .of  fo  mv^ch  ppwer  find  aptbority  ?  ^e  hfid  end^av!Oure4 
40  do  the  bcft  he  could,  ^nd  on  the  Friday,  whco  the  bar* 
gain  broke  ofF  about  a  trifle,  a  6d^  of  th^  }ong  annuity,  or 
iomisthing  of  that  nature,   two,   if  not  ibrce  of  the  four 
perjCons,  who  bad  fent  him  the  letter,  Mlttde^  to  by  the  ho« 
pourable  geptlenntan,  were  prefcnt,  and  yet  they  o^ere^^  not 
then  to  come  forWfird.     His  Lordfbip  faid,  other  jue^i^s  of 
^rrowing  the  money  were  reiprted  io  after  Friday,  ^od  ix^ 
confecj^uence  of  a  change  in  the  price  of  ftocks  on  die  Satur^ 
4ay,  fomewha^t  a  better  b^rgj^in  was  made  for  the  public. 
Had  a  competition  been  ^  firft  within  hi^  reach,  and  the 
whole  of  the  loan  had  been  taken,  it  would  have  favrd  hin) 
^n  infinite  deal  of  trouble,  ;|nd  prevented  his  paffing  the  moil 
ynple^fant  ^nd  irkfome  fortnignt  he  had  ever  known  in  his 
life.    With  refpedt  to  the  terms  oif  it  being  too  high,  he 
buft  recur  to  the  argumeiits  he  ufed  on  a  former  day,  the 
C)(ige.ncies  of  the  ftate,    aod  the  (bortnefs  of  time*     If   a 
{setter  bargain  could  be  made  foe  the  public  in  (b  (hort  ^ 
fpace  as  he  had  been  jo  pffice,  he  admitted  he  was  liable  tc^ 
i>e  blftmed ;  but  ^s  I^e  >ya9  cQoyinced  more  ^dvimtageous 
tf  rms^  cpnfidering  ^)l  circuipflancps,  could  not  be  pro^ur^d, 
^e  iliould  ever  defend  the  ipeafi^re. 

Mr.  Smith  role  again,  ^nd  (aid  he  truftcd  ihe  candour  of  Mr.  Smith. 
the  noble  Lord  would  allovv^  tl^^t  tl>ere  w^  an  eifential  dif*  " 
tinAion  between  four  gentlemen  offering  to  take  the  loan  on 
)ower  temis  than  others,  when  they  were  to  h^ve  all  of  it 
themfelves,  than  when  they  hes^rd  propofitions  in  ?  liiingled 
fopmpapy,  and  KReinf  no|:  hpw  (puph  W^  tp  be  allotted  them, 
^nd  knew  ^t  the  (ame  tjme,  that  a  referve  was  (o  be  ilill 
ip^de  for  minifterial  di^ribution.  When  th^  whole  of  tb^ 
loan  was  in  a  fe^y  hapd^j  it  V^as  in  their  ppwer  to  bring  it 
gr.44ual1jf  iq  market,  ^x^  %9  dilppfe  pf  it  bjf  degrees ;  wheii 
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it  was  to  be  divided  among  many,  it  was  not  fafe  for  them 
to  rifque  near  fo  much  as  when  they  had  the  Whole  of  it. 
Mr;  fot,        ^r.  Secntary  Fox  faid,  he  frequently  found,  that  gentle- 
jnen  complained  of  the  prefent  loan ;  but  he  had  not  fccn 
any  perfon  point  out  who  would  have  taken  it  on  better 
terdss  for  the  public :  Therefore,  until  fomc  perfon  would 
ftart  up  and  inform  the  Houfe,  that  better  terms  were  of- 
fercd,  he  could  by  no  means  think  his  noble  friend  any  way 
to  blame.     Much  had  been  faid  of  making  the  loan  by  way 
of  competition,  and  it  was  curious  to  obferve,  that  the  four 
perfons  who  recommended  the  loan  to  be  made  in  that  man- 
ner, had  offered  to  find  the  people  that  were  to  bid  againfl 
them  :  Surely  the  committee  muft  Tee  what  the  refult  of 
fuch  a  competition  as  that  would  have  been.     If  the  three 
gentlemen  of  the  four  Who  wrote  the  letter,  mentioned  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  be  prefent  when  the  bargain  was  conclud- 
ed, had  the  good  of  thf  nation  {o  much  at  heart,  how  came 
It  that  they  did  not  offer  better  terms  ?  But  fo  exceedingly 
reverfc  was  their  condu£^,  that  they  abfolutely  refufed  to 
ag^'ce  to  any  other  terms  than  thofe  the  loan  was  concluded 
on.     The  noble  Lord  wifhed  them  to  agree  at  iss.  M.  long 
annuities;  they  wanted   15s.  at  lad  his  Lordlhip  agreed  to 
give  them  13s  which  thfy  refufed  to  take,  and  the  bargain 
was  broke  off.     His  Lordfhip  was  afterwards  compelled  to 
allow  13s.  4d.  as  the  loweft  terms  they  would  accept,  and 
that  his  noble  friend  would  not  agree  to  until  the  laft  mo- 
ment, when  he  could  flay  no  longer. 

The  right  honourable  Secretary  argued,  that  it  wks  un- 
fair to  euimate  the  loan  at  eight  per  cent,  becaufe  ilocks 
were  now  fo  as  to  make  it  bear  that  premium.  Would  any 
gentleman  affert,  that  the  flocks  would  have  been  at  that 
price  if  the  loan  had  becQ  deferred  until  the  prefent  time  ? 
certainly  thev  would  not ;  the  perfons  who  were  to  lend  the 
money  perfedlly  knew  what  was  wanted,  and  did,  as  tbey 
always  will  do,  deprefs  the  flocks  on  purpofe. 

A  very  material  difference  between  the  prefent  loan  and 
former  loans,  was  owing  to  its  beirtg  concluded  on  four  days 
before  it  was  debated  ;  tor  that  gave  time  for  the -holders  of 
the  loan  to  raife  the  {tockc ;  but  had  it  been  as  former  loans, 
debated  immediattly*  its  opponents  would  not  have  had  fuch 
an  opportunity  to  reprobate  it,  although  the  terms  would 
have  been  cxatlly  the  fame.  And  he  mufl  once  more  refer 
the  committee  to  what  he  had  fo  frequently  mentioned  in  « 
former  debate,  that  it  was  extremely  indecent  to  lay  tho 
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blame  on  the  noble  Lord,  when  the  neccffity  of  the  ftaie 
was  fuch,  owing  to  the  laft  miniftry  flaying  in  the  time  they 
did,  that  if  the  loan  had  not  been  concluded  on  when  it 
was,  the  word  of  confequences  mud  have  enfued. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Smith's  declaration,  that  the  letter  fent 
by  the  four  gentlemen,  who  had  conduced  the  laft  year's 
loan,  '^  contained  the  beft  advice,  that  men  experienced  in 
the  buiinefs  of  loans  could  give,"  he  faid,  that  the  letter  con- 
tained no  ofFer  of  a  competition  fartheri  than  the  offer  of 
four  men,  (the  moft  powerful  among  the  money  lenders) 
propofing  to  become  one  fet  of  bidders.  Had  his  noble 
friend  fallen  in  with  fuch  a  propofal,  he  would  have  puthim« 
felf  compleatly  and  irretrievably  within  the  power  of  the 
four,  or,  at  moft,  of  one  or  two  fcts  of  bidders ;  in  which 
cafe  there  would  have  been  little  probability  of  a  better  bar- 
gain being  obtained  for  the  public.  Mr.  Fox  reafoned  upon 
this,  and  put  it  very  ftrongly. 

Mr.  Pitt  rofe,  and  reminded  the  committee,  that  the  hints  Mr.  Pitt, 
he  threw  out  of  a  competition  being  offered^  were  not  ilU 
founded.     He  went  into  a  fhort  train  of  reafoning,  refped- 
ing  the  conduct  of  the   noble  Lord,  who  propofed  the  loan^ 
and  in  reply  to  what  had  been  faid^  by  Lord  John  and  Mr. 
Fox,    relative  to  lower  terms  not   having  been .  propofed, 
when  three  out  of  four  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  made  the 
competition  were  prefent ;  he  laid,  undoubtedly  as  his  ho* 
nourable  friend  had  ftated,  there  was  an  elTential  diftinAion 
between  four  perfons  treating  fep.irately  by  ^themfelves  for 
the  whole  of  the  loan,  and  treating  for  it  when  mingled 
with  others.     In  regard  to  their  not  offering  to  take  it  oa 
lower  terms,  in  his  opinion  that  argument  placed  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  dire£tly  an   inverfe  iituation, 
and  rather  went  to  prove,  that  ic  was  his  duty  to  receive 
lower  terms,  than  he  was  willing,  on  his  own  parr,  to  give, 
than  that  it  was  his  duty  to  make  the  bargain  on  the  loweft 
poflible  terms  that  could  be  obtained.     For  money-lenders, 
when  they  knew   they  could  have  advantageous  terms  to 
come  forward  of  themfelves,  and  offer  to  take  lower,  would 
certainly  be  very  honourable  in  them,  but  he  believed  that 
Houfe  did  not  give  money-lenders  credit  for  having  quits 
fo  much  generolity.     He  iniifted,  that  it  was  a  ftrange  kind 
of  do£trine,  that  all  the  fault  of  the  loan  was  owing  to  the 
hurry  in  which  it  was  compelled  to  be  made.     He  wiflied 
the  right  honourable  Secretary  to  declare  openly,  whether 
he  meant  to  coniider  him  as  refponfible  for  all  the  ilUconfe« 
Vox-.  IX.  4  O  qucncci 
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qucilces  that  miprht  arife  from  the  hurry  in  which  the  loaa 
was  mad:  ;  if  he  did,  he  would  be  ready  to  meet  the  charge, 
aad  defired  that  it  might  be  made  under  two  feparate  heads; 
firft,  who  was  the  caufe  of  the  country  being  reduced  to  the 
deplorable  ftate  it  was  in;  and,  fecondly,  whether  bis  con- 
tinuing in  office  the  time  lie  did  was  the  fole  caufe  why,  bet- 
ter terms  could  not  have  been  procured. 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  replied,  that  he  had  no  objeAion  to  fuch 
inquiry  being  entered  into,  thoagh  he  did  not  fee  it  would 
anfwer  any  good  end.  He  did  not  pofirively  fix  the  blame 
of  the  loan  being  fo  bad,  wholly  on  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, but  undoubtedly  the  perfons  with  whom  he  afied  hav- 
ing left  the  Treafury  without  a  ihilling  in  it,  and  mooe j 
being  wanted  the  latter  end  of  April,  it  was  high  time  that 
the  noble  Lord  (hould  clofe  fome  bargain  when  he  did  ;  for 
allowing  the  buiinefs  to  go  through  the  Houfe  with  all  poffi- 
ble  difpatch,  it  would  be  the  (iru  or  fecond  of  May  before 
the  prefent  bill  could  pafs.  The  fa£t  was  not,  that  the  mo- 
ney lenders  were  certam  of  advantageous  terms,  when  lower 
were  fent  out  to  them ;  diametrically  the  reverfe :  the  bar- 
gain was  broke  off  entirely  and  completely  for  that  night, 
nor  were  the  tenns  then  demanded  ev^r  given. 
Mr.  Win.  Mr.  fF.  Pitt,  faid,  he  had  not  ftated,  tbat  the  faA  was, 
^*i*-  that  the  money-lenders  Were  certain  of  better  terms,  when 

they  were  expeded  to  have  oiFered  lower ;  he  could  not  fup- 
pofe  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Exchequer  woold 
have  aded  in  a  manner  fo  childifh ;  he  had  onlv  contended, 
that  the  fort  of  argument  reforted  to  as  a  teafon  tor  not  i^ree- 
ing  to  divide  the  money-lenders  into  fets,  and  make  a  com- 
petition, amounted  to  fomething  equally  abfurd  with  what 
be  had  ftated.  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  if  the  great  point  of  defence 
on  which  the  prefent  Adminiftration  were  to  refl  their  excnfe 
for  the  badnefs  of  the  loan,  was  to  be  the  hurvy  in  which 
it  was  made,  and  that  the  hurry  was  by  infintuition  to  be 
fuggefted  as  a  matter  imputable  to  him;  he  did  defire  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  would  fpeak  out,  and  make  the 
charge  in  direA  terms,  and  not  by  infinuation  merely*  He 
was  ready  to  join  ilTue  upon  the  queftion  of  who  it  was,  that 
by  their  conduA  had  forced  the  country  into  the  ftate  of  dif- 
ficulty and  diftrefs,  that  rendered  an  improvident  loan  in  any 
degree  juftifiable.  The  queftion  muft  neceflarily  refolve 
itfelf  into  two  points,  either  tbat  he  had  negleAed  to  dif- 
charge  his  duty,  and  that  he  ought,  under  the  peculiar  cir« 
cumftances  of  the  country,  to  have  brought  forward  the 

loan 
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loan  while  in  ofSce,  and  that  he  was  chargeable  with  crimi- 
nality for  not  having  done  ir,  or  that  it  was  utterly  impofli-  ' 
lU  for  a  Loan  to  be  made  with  any  advantage  to  the  country 
during  the  unfettled  llate  of  affairs^  and  that  he  wbuld  have 
been  highly  to  blame,  had  he  attempted  it :  which  of  thefe 
two  points  it  was  that  ought  to  be  confidertd  as  the  true  ftate 
of  the  cafe,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  candour  and  feelings  of 
the  Houfe  to  determine. 

Mr.  Fox  rofc  again,  and  faid,  as  often  as  the  badnefs  of  Mr.  Foi. 
prefent  loan  was  obje£ted  to,  {o  often,  whether  the  honour- 
able gentleman  liked  it  or  difliked  it,  would  he  ftate  the  faA, 
that  it  was  not  imputable  to  the  prefent  adminiftration,  but 
to  the  hurry  in  which  it  was  made.  With  regard  to  the 
reafons  that  had  induced  the  late  adminiftration  to  ftay  in 
till  the  laft  moment,  he  could  not  argue  upon  them,  becaufe 
he  did  not  know  them ;  he  did  not,  therefore,  charge  the 
honourable  gentleman,  nor  any  body  elfe,  with  criminality 
for  their  conduft,  becaufe  poiHbly  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  others,  might  have  very  good  reafons  for  it,  but  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  candour,  tothejuftice,  to  the  honour,  and  to 
the  common  fenfe  of  every  man,  who  heard  him,  whether 
it  was  not  manifeft,.  that  the  extreme  hurry  and  difficulty, 
under  which  the  loan  had  been  made  by  his  noble  friend, 
was  in  a  great  meafure  to  be  confidered  as  the  reafon,  why 
the  terms  of  it  were  aot  better*  If  that  was  not  the  cafe,  all 
the  argument  on  the  idea*that  the  laft  adminiftration  occad- 
oned  that  hurry,  fell  to  the  ground ;  but  that  being  the  cafe, 
it  was  fair  for  him  to  ftate,  that  the  honourable  gentleman's 
ftayiog  in  office  till  the  laft,  the  very  laft  day,  as  it  were, 
before  a  loan  muft  be  made,  was  more  the  caufe  of  its  being 
a  bad  loan,  than  any  want  of  endeavours  of  his  noble  friend 
to  make  a  better.  Mr.  Fox  faid,  as  he  was  talking  of  a  bad 
loan,  it  put  him  in  mind  of  the  peace,  for  it  occurred  to  him, 
that  the  fame  caufe  occafioned  the  badnefs  of  both,  viz.  their 
being  obliged  to  be  made  by  a  certain  day.  The  loan,  the 
committee  knew  muft  be  made  before  Eafter,  and  the  peace 
muft  be  made  by  the  meeting  of  Parliament;  the  hurry  in 
which  both  were  made,  had  rendered  each  like  every  thing 
done  in  a  hurry  liable  to  much  objeQion. 

Mr.  JrJen  difapproved  of  the  method  of  late  years  prac-  Mr.  Ardea. 
tifed  in  making  the  loan,  and  ufed  feveral  illuftrations   to 
prove  that  a  better  way  could  be  found  out,  and  carried  into 
execution.     He  complimented  L.ord  John  Cavendifti  in  very 
high  terms  on  his  perfonal  integrity,  declaring  that  he  had 
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rather  truft  his  Lordihip  in  a  money  tranfadton,  than  any- 
other  man  living.     Mr,  Ardcn  then  went  into  an  argument, 
to  fliew  that  the  mode   of  makiqg  the  loan  that  had  been 
adopted  on  the  prefent  occalion  was  a  bad  one,  and  declared, 
he  hoped  it  was  not  to  be  held  out^  as  the  mode  to  be  por- 
fued  in  future.     Referving  part  of  the  loan  for  miniftcrial 
diftribution,  though  he  had  no  fufpicion  in  the  prefent  in* 
ftance,  was  liable  to  great  abufe.     He  enlarged  upon    this 
confiderably,  and  faid,  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  poflibly  of  his  own  knowledge  decide  who  were  and  who 
were  not  fit  peribns  to  have  a  (hare  of  the  loan  ;  he  muft 
confequently  receive  his  information  from  others,  and  thoie 
others  from  intereft,  from  prejudice,  or  from  fome  one  ten- 
proper  motive  or  other  might  deceive  and  miflead  him.     Mr. 
Arden  profefied  himfelf  an  advocate  for  making  a  loan  by 
competition, 
lord  John        Lord  John  Cavcndi/h  faid,  he  had,  in  making  the  prefent 
CiTcndiih.   Joan,  ft\)diouily  avoided  any  imputation  of  partiality  to  his 
friends;  and,  among  the  numerous  plans  he  received,  there 
was  not,  on  the  niccft  calculation,  one  quarter  per  cent,  dif- 
ference.    He  had  endeavoured  to  fleer  clear  of  what,  in  the 
city,  is  called  the  Whitehall  committee,   and  divided  the 
loan  among  the  bankers  at  large ;  he  found  it  was  impoffihle 
to  pleafe,  and  he  had  now  totally  precluded  all  his  old  friends, 
and,  apparently,  made  no -new  ones;  had  he  givch  the  loan 
to  his  own  acquaintance,    they  would  have   had  gratitude 
enough  to  have  thanked, him,  but  now  he  precluded  himfelf 
from  their  praifc,  and  thofche  had  ferved,  condemned  him  for 
his  generofity.     He  faid,  his  only  reafon  for  referving  a  part 
pf  the  loan,  was  to  meet  the  clamour  raifed  the  iaft  year,  on 
the  ground,   that   fome  bankers  were  favoured  more  than 
others,  and  that  it  became  a  matter  of  ferious  opprtffion  and 
hardlhip  to  the  trade  for  fome  to  have  a  part  of  the  loan,  and 
others  not  to  have  any.     He  was  afraid  the  prefent  com- 
plaints againft  the  loan  did  not  proceed  from  a  virtuous  jea- 
loufy  of  too  much  of  it  having  found  its  way  within  tboie 
walls,  but  from  a  very  contrary  idea.     He  declared  he  began 
to  think  he   had   a£ted  footifnly  in  diftributing  it  withfo 
much  rigour,  and  that  had  he  been  lefs  icrapulous  about  it, 
he  fhould  have  been  better  fupported. 
Mr.  Smith.       ^^^-  ^^'^'^  defired,  as  the  beft  anfwer  to  what  had  fdlcn 
*  from  the  right  honourable  Secretary,  to  be  permitted  to  read 
the  letter  from  the  four  gentlemen  who  condufted  the  Iaft 
loan,  which  had  been  fent  to  Lord  John  Cavendifh  on  the 
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7th  of  April,  and  had  been  fo  much  talked  of,  as  well  in  the 
debate  of  the  !oan  thai  had  taken  place  on  Wedncfday  the 
1 6th  inilant  as  in  the  courfe  of  the  converfation  that  had  juft 
been  had  in  the  committee. 

The  letter  was  then  read.  It  began  with  ftating,  **  that 
the  four  gentlemen,  who  conduced  the  laft  year's  loan, 
thought  it  their  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  Lofd 
John  Cavendifli,  fomc  thoughts  which  their  experience  in 
fuch  matters  fuggefted,  to  affift  in  procuring  the  loan  for  the 
public,  upon  the  mod  reafonable  terms  that  the  circumftan- 
f  es  of  the  times  would  admit. 

With  refpeft  to  the  fpecies  of  funds  in  which  the  operation 
fliould  he  made,  The  propofal  ftated,  that  it  had  ever  been 
found  fo  difRcult  to  guard  againft  practices  upon  the  funds 
pitched  upon,  and  an  artificial  dcpreffion  of  the  prices  previ- 
ous to  a  loan,  that  it  earneftly  recommended  to  Lord  John 
Cavcndifh  to  keep  his  determination  in  that  refpeft  within 
his  own  mind,  till  the  very  moment  of  making  the  bargain. 
1  hat  the  value  of  any  new  fpecies  of  fund  was  fpeculative,  and 
confequently  an  operation  therein  would  be  hazardous,  with- 
out producing  any  good  confcquences  to  balance  fuch  hazard. 
That  in  exifting  funds  the  weight  would  be  leaft  felt  in  the 
largefl,  but  upon  every  experience  it  appeared  proper,  that 
fo  large  a  loan  as  the  prefcnt  miift  be,  (hould  be  divided 
among,  feveral  of  the  exifting  funds,  and  that  three  or  four 
branches  might  bear  the  load  without  loling  much  of  their 
due  proportion  to  the  other  ftocks,  when  any  of  them  would 
link  under  it. 

A  lottery,  the  letter  writers  remarked,  afforded  no  doubt 
a  clear  prolit  to  the  State,  but  in  proportion  to  fuch  loans  as 
the  prcfent,  they  faid  it  was  a  very  inconfiderable  one,  and 
did  infinite  mifchief  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  people. 
With  reipeft  to  modes  of  conducting  a  loan,  they  obferved : 
That  an  open  fubfcription  obliged  Oovernroent  to  diAate   . 
the  terms,  fhould  the  terms  be  rather  too  hard  upon  the 
fubfcriber,  the  fubfcription  would  eafily  be  run  down  to  a 
diicount,  the  firft  payment  would  not  be  made,  and  public 
credit  would  thereby  be  efTentially  endangered^    To  guard 
againft  this,  the  terms  muft  be  liberal,  and  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult in  that  cafe  to  fhew  in  Parliament  that  a  better  bargain 
might  nothavel>een  made. 

That  to  receive  applications  from  a  multitude  of  indivi- 
duals, and  (o  divide  the  fubfcription  among  them,  threw  up- 
pn  Government  the  very  invidious  taik  of  difcriminating 
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.  cfaarafters,  (ituations  in  life,  &c.  and  bt  this  be  done  bow- 
ever  ably  and  impartially,  undue  motives  would  be  imputed 
to  the  Minifter  who  did  it,  and  he  would  find  he  had  dii- 
obliged  more  than  he  had  obliged.  This  mode  alfo  partook 
in  a  coniiderable  degree  of  the  inconveniences  of  an  open 
fubfcription,  becaufe  the  whole  body  of  fubfcribers  could  not 
poiBbly  be  aifembled  to  treat  about  the  terms. 

Another  mode  of  making  a  loan,  the  lecrer  {Is^ted  to  be 
that  of  convening  and  aiTembling  a  limited  numl>cr  (fuppofe 
twenty  or  thirty)  of  the  moil  confiderable  bankers  and  mer- 
chants of  all  parties,  no  way  conn^£ted  with  one  another, 
and  to  offer  them  the  whole  among  them,  provided  terms 
could  be  agreed  upon.  Upon  this  the  writers  obferved,  that 
if  they  were  left  to  divide  the  fum  among  tbemfelves,  they 
would  never  agree  about  it;  it  would  therefore  be  DCcciTary 
to  divide  it  equally.  If  time  was  given  them  to  confider  what 
propofal  to  make,  it  might  be  expected  that  the  funds  would 
inftantly  be  praftifed  upon,  and  that  the  individuals  having 
done  fo,  would  fet  their  faces  againft  every  plan  but  that 
which  coincided  with  their  own  operations,  and  throw  the 
whole  into  confufion,  rather  than  not  accomplifh  their  own 
purpofe.  If  when  thus  aiTembled,  they  were  called  upon  to 
make  an  immediate  propofal  upon  the  fpccies  of  funds  then 
pointed  out  to  them,  the  Minifter  would  put  himfelf  greatly 
in  their  power,  and  be  almoft  obliged  to  agreo  with  them 
whether  he  quite  approved  of  their  terms  or  not ;  for  if  he 
protra£ted  the  negotiation  the  ftocks  would  be  pra&ifed  upon, 
and  having  thus  united  all  the  principal  applicants  in  one 
body,  it  would  not  be  eafy  for  him  to  find  any  fet  of  men 
hardy  enough  to  undertake  the  loan  on  terms  which  they 
had  rejcaed,  although  there  would  ftill  be  left  people  enough 
to  fay  that  an  undue  preference  had  been  given  to  thofe  twen- 
ty or  thirty  perfons,  to  the  exclufion  of  others  who  ought 
not  to  have  been  excluded,  and  who  lyould  have  undertaken 
the  loan  cheaper  if  they  had  been  afforded  an  opportunity. 

In  the  laft  year's  loan,  the  letter  writers  remarked,  that 
the  competition  of  a  number  of  bankers  had  led  to  a  mode 
by-  far  the  fafeft  and  moft  eligiMe,  If  two  or  more  fets  of 
men  were  called  upon,  each  fet  to  make  a  propofal  for  the 
whole  loan,  and  all  the  proppfals  were  received  before  any 
of  them  were  opened,  and  the  lo.weft  propofal  accepted,  the 
Minifter,  would  ftand  clear  of  every  imputation  of  partiality, 
and  would  by  competition  (which  alone  could  afcertain  the 
point)  be  enabled  to  prove  that  be  bad  obiain.ed  the  bcft  bar- 
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gain  for  the  public  thit  could  be  had.  In  that  cafe  it  would 
be  wholly  imraatcrial  to  Government,  who,  or  how  many 
perfbns  joined  in  each  oiF;;r,  care  being  taken  that  no  fetof 
men  were  called  upon  to  iiwkc  an  ofier  who  might  not  fairly 
be  thoi'Sght  equal  to  the  undertaking.  Should  this  m6de  be 
adopKd,  It  might  be  intimated  to  the  perfons  thought  of, 
as  heads  of  lifts,  to  clafs  themfelves  according  to  their  own 
pleafure,  into  bnc  or  more  bodies,  each  to  propofe  for  the 
whole  loan.  If  they  happened  to  divide  into  feveral  bodies, 
fo  much  the  better;  but  the  gentlemen  who  condufted  the 
laft  loan  would  at  any  rate  fecure  to  government  the  great 
point  that  there  fhould  be  a  competition,  by  making  a  pro- 
posal independent  of  every  other,  and  fuch  a  one  as  fhould^ 
if  out-bid,  leave  the  public  cheaply  ferved  indeed  !  ' 

Sappoiing  different  fets  of  fubfcribers,  convened  in  order 
to  an  immediate  treaty,  the  matter  to  be  bargained  for,  the 
letter-writers  ftated  would  be  much  Amplified,  by  fixing 
hef6re-band  all  the  branches  of  the  fubfcription  except  one. 
Taking  laft  year's  loan  for^n  example.  Government  might 
on  that  occafion  to  each  fct  of  fubfcribers  have  faid,  **  there 
Ihall  be  a  lottery  on  the  common  terms ;  and  for  every  lool. 
fobfcribed,  there  (hall  be  given  lOol.  three  per  cent,  confbls.' 
and  50!.  four  per  cent,  confols.  and  the  remainder  of  the 
confideration  Ihall  be  made  up  in  long  annuity.  Quere^ 
therefore,  how  much  long  annuity  does  each  fet  demand  ?** 
By  arranging  the  propofal  in  fome  fuch  way  as  this,  the  ba- 
fmefs  would  be  much  fliortened  ;  and  there  could  be  no  tea- 
fbn  why  any  of  the  fets  called  upon  fhould  not  give  in  their 
anfwer  upon  the  fpot,  by  which  means  ftock -jobbing,  and 
the  imputation  of  it,  would  be,  as  far  as  it  was  poffible, 
avoided. 

Mr,  Byng  defended  the  loan,  and  infifted  that  the  noble  Mr.  Byng* 
Lord  was  drove  to  fuch  a  neceflity,  by  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
time,  that  had  he  flaid  any  longer,  the  terms  muft  have 
been  much  worfe,  the  public  knowing  the  ftate  of  a'fFairs. 
He  entered  very  fully  mto  the  nature  of  the  laft  loan,  afnd 
feverely  cenfured  the  late  Miniftry  for  not  making  a  loan, 
when  the  3  per  cents,  were  at  70 ;  that  fhould  have  been 
their  time,  and  they  were  highly  culpable  for  delaying  the 
buiinefs  as  they  had  done.  He  faid,  he  had  done,  with  re-* 
fpefl  to  the  prefent  loan,  what  he  had  done  with  refpeft  to 
former  loans— made  it  his  buiinefs  to  enquire,  if  the  money 
could,  or  could  not,  be  had  upon  better  terms,  and  he  found 
that  it  could  not.    Mr.  Byng  declared,  if  there  vt^erc  any 
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complaints  about  the  loan,  he  had  been  fo  much  in  the 
habit  of  fearching  after  them^  that  they  naturally  found  their 
way  to  his  ears  [the  Houfc  laughed];  he  reminded  gentle- 
men  of  what  had  been  his  conduct  reipe£ting  the  loao  of  lall 
year,  and  ftated  his  having  gone  to  the  bankers,  and  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  them  to  take  the  loan  at  a  faving  of  i  per 
cent,  to  the  public,  rather  than  give  4  per  cent,  tothofe,  who 
were  to  have  the  loan  as  a  monopoly,  but  his  endeavours 
proved  fruitlefs.  Keafoning  upon  the  difadvantageoas  terms 
of  theprefent  loan,  he  declared  the  fault  lay  with  thofe  who 
had  gone  out  of  office,  and  not  with  thofe  who  had  but  juft 
come  in.  He  reminded  the  honourable  gentleman,  who 
was  lately  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  fufficient 
part  of  the  strmy  could  not  be  difbanded  for  want  of  money 
to  pay  them  off  with,  and  of  other  difficulties,  to  which  the 
Government  had  been  reduced  in  confequence  of  the  loaa^s 
not  having  been  made  fooner. 

Lord  Mahon  reprobated  the  terms  of  the  loan^  and  referred 
to  his  old  argument,  that  if  the  neceffity  of  the  ftate  wasfuch 
as  to  require  fome  money  immediately,  it  would  have  been 
more  prudent  to  have  borrowed  only  three  millions  at  firft, 
and  nine  millions  after.  He  reafoned  upon  this  in  anfwerto 
Mr.  Fox's  objeflion  of  the  other  day,  (that  the  liaoney-lcn- 
ders  would  not  bargain  for  one  loan,  if  it  were  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  another)  and  faid,  it  was  true  if  a  loan  of  eight 
millions  was  to  be  made  iirft,  and  a  loan  of  four  more  after- 
wards; but  it  was  by  no  means  the  cafe,  whep  four  millions 
only  were  to  be  firil  borrowed,  and  the  eight  millions  lad. 
His  Lordfhip  went  into  Mr.  Huffey's  argument  of  the  good 
efteft  of  raihng  the  money  upon  a  five  per  cent,  (lock,  and 
contended,  that  it  would  raife  the  3  per  cents.  Lord  Mahon 
charged  Mr.  Fox  with  not  having  underftood  bis  fomicr 
argument. 
Mr.  Mon-  ^^*  J^^^^^H^  appealed  to  the  Chairman  whether  it  was 
uga.  not  the  firfl  time  he  ever  remembered  co  have  heard  the  loan 

bill  debated  in  a  committee?  and  he  was  much  furprifed  he 
owned  to  hear  it  oppofed  b^  thofe  who  in  a  great  meafure 
bad  been  inftrumental  in  its  being  fo  bad  as  it  was.  Go» 
vernment  could  not  go  on  without  money  :  the  money-len- 
ders were  aware  of  this,  and,  no  doubt,  made  their  advan- 
tage of  it.  He  would  not  impute  it  to  any  perfons,  that  the 
fault  of  all  this  lay  with  them  ;  much  leU  would  he  Impute 
it,  where  he  wifhed  never  to  fee  imputation  reft;  while  the 
faft  was   undeniable  that  th.  loan  was  obliged  to  be  made 
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la  a  harrjr,  :lncl  under  circuniftances  of  peculiar  difficutt^^ 
ia  candour,  and  in  fairnefs^  thofe  fa£^8  ought  to  have  their 
weight  in  the  minds  of  the  committee* 

Mr.  iVillerftirce  was  againft  the  loan,  and  fupported  the  Mr.Wii. 
doftrine  of  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  caufc  of  the  rife  on  laft  year's  ^"fo'ct, 
loan  was  owing  to  Lord  North  going  out  of  adminiilration  ; 
and  the  reafon  why  they  had  not  fallen  now  that  he  was  in^ 
wasy  that  the  public  now  were  not  (b  alarmed  at  his  being 
in,  as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  do  fo  much  mifchief  as  he 
formerly  could. 

Lord  Nort^  obferved  that  it  was  a  ftrange  way  of  arguing,  Ld.  Notth* 
tjiat  his  going  out  of  office  could  raife  the  flocks,  for  cer- 
tainly if  that  was  allowed,  his  coming  into  office  mufl  natu- 
rally make  them  fall ;  therefore  the  noble  Lord  (Cavendifh) 
was  extremely  richt  in  clofing  the  bargain  when  he  did* 

Thofe  who  wifhed  to  oppofe  the  loan,  found  it  invulne« 
raUe,  he  faid;  therefore,  they  had  recourfe  to  turn  their 
malice  to  him,  which  they  were  extremely  welcome  to  do  ; 
and  as  the  flocks  had  rifcn  on  his  going  out,  fo  they  had 
likewife  rifen  on  the  late  Miniflry  being  removed ;  confe* 
quently  both  ought  to  Ihake  bands ;  and  if  there  was  any 
merit  in  raifing  the  flocks,  he  begged  the  honour  might  b« 
divided.  His  Lordfhip  flated  the  fallacy  of  Lord  Mahon*a 
argument,  and  entered  very  fully  into  the  nature  of  the 
different  funds,  declaring  that  he  always  found  that  a  much  , 

better  loan  could  be  concluded  on  in  the  three  and  four  per 
cents,  than  in  the  five  per  cents*  With  regard  to  a  double 
loan,  his  Lordfhip  faid,  it  was  an  extreme  bad  mode  of  raif* 
iug  money,  for  the  expe£lation  of  the  fccond  loan  would, 
always  keep  the  flocks  low ;  but  if  two  loans  were  thought 
ef  for  this  year,  how  happened  it,  that  the  firfl  was  delayed 
fo  long  j  Thofe  who  had  thought  of  two,  (hould  furely 
havc  propofed  the  firfl  in  January  or  February  at  far- 
thefl.  His  Lordfhip  put  this  very  pointedly,  and  flated  that 
Lord  Mahon's  argument  (if  he  underflood  it  rightly)  wag 
weak  and  impradicable. 

Mr.  fV.  Pitt  rofe  once  more  to  declare,  that  he  muft  decline  Mr.  W» 
the  invitation  tofhake  hands  made  by  the  noble  Lord  with  Piiu 
fo  much  good  humour,  becaufe  he  thought  the  two  cafes 
vneotioned  extremely  diflinfl  and  different.  Having  flated 
why  he  thought  fo,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  the  charge  of  his  having 
'negleAed  to  make  the  loan  was^  carried  much  farther  than  it 
cught  td  have  been.  Let  gentlemen  remember  he  had  not 
totally  forfaken  the  duties  of  his  olfice  previous  to  his  refig« 
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nation ;  he  had  moved  for  a  roillion  of  Exchequer  billsy 
which  he  had,  at  the  time,  thought  would  have  been  fuffi- 
cient  to  anfwer  the  exigences  of  Government  till  a  new  ad- 
miniftration  was  formed.  With  regard  to  his  not  making 
a  loan  when  the  three  per  cent.s  were  at  70,  was  it  totalUf 
forgot  that  menaces  had  been  thrown  out  againft  the  admi- 
jiiilration  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  an  unworthj 
member,  and  that  the  Houfe,  had  been  urged  to  watch  them 
narrowly,  to  fufFer  no  loan  to  be  attempt^,  no  mutiny  bill 
for  the  difcipline  andcontroul  of  the  army  to  be  paiied,  nor 
any  meafure  that  looked  like  a  permanency  of  adminiftration, 
becaufe  a  c  >alition  had  juft  been  formed  in  order  to  feize 
upon  the  Government.  Let  the&  circumftances  be  confi* 
dered,  and  let  it  then  be  faid,  whether  he  was  or  was  not 
to  blame  for  not  having  a  loan.  Mr.  Pitt  complimented 
Mr.  Montagu  on  his  candour,  and  apologized  for  the  part 
he  had  taken  in  the  debate,  by  dating  in  what  manner  it  had 
commenced,  and  what  had  particularly  called  him  up.  He 
declared  he  had  delivered  his  fentimenu  difpaifiooately  and 
candidly. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Fox's  remark,  that  the  peace  was  like 
the  loan,  a  matter  of  hurry,  and  obliged  to  be  made  by  a 
certain  day,  Mr.  W.  Pitt  defired  to  have  it  remembered^ 
that  fo  far  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  obicrva* 
tion  being  founded,  the  Houfe  had  heard  the  laft  admintftra- 
tion  called  on  again  and  again  for  the  peace,  and  as  often 
obliged  to  make  excufes  for  its  delay ;  the  hurry  therrfore 
had  evidently  been  with  thofe  who  were  clamorous  for  hear* 
ing  that  it  was  made,  and  not  with  thofe  who  were  exeiting 
themfelves  to  efFeft  a  pacification. 

Mr.  Pitt,  alfo  in  anfwer  to  what  Lord  North  had  fiitd,  in 
reply  to  Lord  Mahon's  fcheme  of  dividing  th«  loan  into  two 
parts,  acknowledged  that  the  noble  Lord's  reafoning  as  to 
double  loans  being  a  bad  mode  of  borrowing  money^  and 
that  the  expectation  of  the  fecond  loan  would  lower  the 
(locks,  and  greatly  prejudice  the  firft. loan,  was  all  true,  con- 
iidered  as  a  general  argument,  but  that  it  by  no  means  appli- 
ed in  the  prelent  cafe,  iince  his  noble  friend  had  only  ftated 
a  diviiion  of  the  loan  into  two  parts  as  a  matter,  which  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  Situation  of  the  country  pointed  out  as 
advifable  and  proper. 
Mr.  Foi»  ^^*  ^^*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  notice  of  the  expref&on  of  thehottouiw 
able  gentleman,  that  a  coalition  had  been  formed  to  feize 
upon  Government«»He  infifted,   that  it  was  a  rafii  expreifi* 
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on,  for  the  late  Miniftry  had  been  drove  from  their  ftation 
the  fame  as  he  hoped  every  Miniftry  who  afied  wrong  would 
be,  by  a  majority  of  that  Houfe ;  it  was  by  a  majority  of 
that  Houfe  that  the  former  Miniftry  were^removed;  and  of 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  approved.     The  late  Mi* 
xiiftry  had  been  removed  in  the  fame  manner;  buthe'cer- 
tainly  could  make  allowances  for  the  honourable  gentleman 
feeing  thrngs  in  a  different  light ;  it  was  extremely  natural ; 
difiFerent  fttuatioos  threw  different  colours  on  the  fame  obje£^. 
Gentlemen  he  was  aware,  were  led  from  different  circum- 
ilanccs  to  fee  the  fame  things  in  a  diffenept  point  of  view^ 
and  to  colour  them  accordingly  ;  but  he  hoped  fuch  an  ap- 
pellation would  not  be  annexed  to  the  condu£t  of  thofe  now 
in  office,  unlefs  at  the  fame  time  the  right  honouable  gen- 
tleman chofe  to  avow  the  old  and  exploded  doftrine,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  Mini- 
ftcrs,  nor  to  fay  who  ought  or  who  ought  not  to  govern  the 
country.     If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  wilting  to 
go  that  length,  he  was  perfeAly  welcome  fo  to  do;  and  the 
indecent  exprefHon  he  had  juft  ufed,  wctuld  be  pcrfeftly  con- 
liftent  with  fuch  principles  J  but  if  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  not  forgot  or  forgone  all  his  conftitutional  ideas^ 
he  trufted  he  would  forbeai^  from  applying  fuch  appellations 
as  he  had  juft  ufed,  to  a  conduct  no  more  deferving  of  it, 
than  the  conduft  he  had  hitiifelf  held  twelve  months  ago. 

Mr.  fV.  Pitt  declared  he  never  fpoke  Icfs  in  a  pafGon,  nor  Mr.  w, 
more  coolly,  than  when  he  had  faid,  "  a  coalition  was  form-  ^"^ 
ed  in  order  to  feizc  upon  the  Gpvcnment,"  it  was  an  cxpref- 
iion  he  meant  to  ufe,  and  an  exprefHon  he  was  by  no  means 
willing  to  retraA ;  at  the  fame  time  he  would  be  fair  enough 
fo  fay,  that  had  fuch  an  exprefiion  been  applied  to  the  con«> 
duSt  that  effef^ed  the  removalof  the  admmiftratibn  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbi^nd,  he  fhould  have  been  one  of 
the  firft  to  have  expreffed  his  indignation  at  it,  but  he  could 
by  no  means  confent  to  confider  the  two  matters  in  the  fame 
point  of  view.  With  regard  to  what  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman hi^d  faid  farther,  he  was  ready  to  fay  then,  and  fhould  i 
in  every  part  of  his  life  be  willing  to  declare,  that  he  would 
not  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  confidcred  as  fecond  even  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  in  bis  zealous  attachment 
to  that  principle  of  the  conftitution,  which  madeitperfeftly 
right  and  proper  for  that  Houfe  on  fome  occaiions  to  inter- 
fere, and  at  all  times  juftlfiable  for  it  to  interfere  in  the 
chpic^  and  continuance  of  his  Majefty's  MiniftcrH:   tha5  , 
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principle  he  ever  had  and  ever  would  fupport,  and  he  tmfted 
there  never  would  be  any  one  marv  or  any  fet  of  men  bold 
or  powerful  enough  to  contend  againft  it^    or  call  it  in 
queftion. 
Lord  New-       Lord  Niwhaven  wifbed  to  know  how|  much  money  the 
hav«n.        propofals  that  were  made  to  the  noble  Lord  amounted  to. 
Lord  John        Lord  Johft  CovcnJi/h  replied  fifty  millioni,  but  in  looking 
Oveadiih.  ever  the  names  there  was  a  jnillion  fet  againft  fbmc  names 
that  he  did  not  think  refponfible  for  a  fingle  thoufand. 

The  bill  was  then  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  reported 
•n  Monday  next. 

jfpril  a8. 

The  report  was  brought  up  from  the  committee  on  the 
t>ill  for  empowering  the  India  Company  to  borrow  moneys 
and  make  a  dividend  of  4!.  per  cent^  on  their  capital  for  half 
a  year. 
s:r  Cecil  Sir  Cr«7 /fr^/y  faid,  he  had  many  objeftions  to  thebillf 

\^ny.  but  particularly  to  that  part  of  it^  which  allowed  the  Com- 
pany to  divide  41.  per  cent,  for  one  half  year,  at  a  time  whea 
their  affairs  were  in  fo  bad  a  condition  as  to  oblige  them  to 
have  recourfe  to  Parliament  for  money  to  fupport  their  cre- 
dit. Sir  Cecil  profeiTevI  himfelf  to  be  by  no  means  mafter 
of  the  flate  of  the.  India  Company's  affairs;  he  could  not 
therefore  from  his  own  knowledge  fay,  whether  the  Com- 
pany were  folvent  or  not,  nor  whether  it  would  be  fafe  and 
proper  to  entruft  them  with  the  powers  which  the  bill,  if  it 
paifcd  into  a  law,  would  convey;  but  he  thought  the  bill  it- 
felf  afforded  an  argument,  if  not  of  the  infolvency,  at  leaft 
pf  the  cmbarraiTment  and  diftrefsof  the  Company',  and  there- 
fore he  felt  himfelf  warranted,  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  to 
confider  how  far  it  was  confident  with  his  duty  to  involve  bis 
conilituenis  in  the  affairs  of  a  Company  fo  circumftanced. 
He  owned  he  did  not  like  the  fecuriiy  upon  which  the  money 
was  to  be  borrowed,  and  that  becaufe  he  had  no  great  faith 
in  the  goj'ernment  of  the  Eaft  India  Company ;  he  had  al- 
ways confidcred  government  as  a  matter  inftituted  with  a 
view  to  promote  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  the  governed, 
and  not  of  the  governors,  but  as  far  as  he  had  read  or  heard  of 
the  conduA  and  confequeoces  of  the  government  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  the  reverfe  of  this  maxim  appeared  to  have 
been  the  aim  and  cffcS  of  that  government.  He  underftood 
that,  excluiive  of  the  fum  they  wanied  now  to  be  impowcrcJ 
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to  borrow  on  tkeir  own  bonds,  there  was  a  petition  from 
them  actually  beforp  the  Houfe,  for  a  loan  of  1,500,0001. 
from  the  public :  to  divide  &1.  per  cent,  in  fucb  a  ftate  of 
their  affairs,  appeared  to  him  very  extraordinary  indeed ; 
and  therefore  he  would  move  an  amendment  in  that  part  of 
the  report  that  related  to  the  quantum  of  the  dividend,  and 
for  the  wprd  four,  he  would  fubftitute  the  .word  three,  fo 
that  the  Company  fhould  not  divide  more  than  3!.  per  cent* 
for  the  half  year,  . 

Mr.  Burie  entered  into  a  long  detail  of  accounts  relative  Mr.  Barkc 
to  the  finances  of  the  Company  :  he  obferved  that  they  car^^ 
ried  on  two  diftind  fpecies  of  trade  ;  the  one  of  power  in  the 
dominions  of  which  they  were  matters ;  the  other  in  China, 
which  might  be  called  flriflly  commercial;  the  former  he 
proved  to  have  been  a  lofing  trade  to  this  country,  and  the 
latter  lucrative ;  but  then  all  the  profits  arifing  from  it  were 
neatly  confumed  to  make  good  the  lofies  in  the  former.    He 
arraigned,  in  very  fevere  terms,    the  Condu£l  of  Governor 
Haftings,  whom  he  called  the  Grand  Delinquent  of  all  India, 
to  whofe  meafures  all  the  calamities  under  which  that  coun<- 
try  groans,  were,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  afcribed.     Hyder 
Ally,  he  faid,  had  been  twice  fold  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
and  twice  had  the  Company  on  that  account,  been  engaged 
ID  wars  with  the  former  ;  for  which,  when  the  Nabob  was  caU 
.led  upon  to  give  the  fiipulatcd  fupplies  to  the  Company,  he 
glways  cxcufcd  himfelf,  by  faying,  that  he  was  unable,  un- 
lefs  Hyder,  whom  he  called  his  rebel  fubjeft,  fliould  be  put 
into  his  hands ;  and  the  country  he  had  leizcd  fhould  be  re- 
ilored  ;  the  government  of  India  falluig  in  with  the  views  of 
the  Nabob,  had  undertaken  two  wars  againft  Hyder,  and 
plunged  India  into  tin  abyfs  of  calamity;  and  when  peace 
was  made  with  that  prince,  the  Nabob  was  not  included  in  '^ 

it.;  fo  that  he  was  left  at  liberty  to  go  to  war  with  Hyder 
whenever  he  pleafed ;  and  thus,  the  Nabob  being  the  ally 
of  the,  Company,  there  never  was  wanting  a. pretext  for 
commencing  hoftilities,  without  the  appearance  of  the  Com- 
pany's afting  as  principals  in  the  war.  He  defcribed  the 
famine  that  at  prcfent  rages  at  Madras,  in  the  moft  pathetic 
manner,  flating  that  two  hundred  perfons  periflicd  daily  with  v 

hunger  in  that  city ;  that  vultures  appeared  by  hundreds, 
hovering  over  that  ill-fatcd  city,  io  (hare  with  the  wolves 
and  dogs  in  devouring  the  carcafes  of  the  dead,  and  to  the 
misfortune  of  the  milcrable,  they  had  alfo  wolves  and  yul*  - 
turcs  in  humap  Iha^^es  eager  to  devour   them ;  that  Lord 
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Macartney  was  obliged,  from  principles  of  homaoity,  to 
fend  the  handicraftsmen  oat  of  Madras,  where  there  was 
not  work  or  food  for  them,  to,  other  places.     He  deplored 
the  fate  of  a  great  princefs,  who,  in  another  part  of  In<» 
dia,  had  beeh  driven  from  her  palace  with  two  thobiknd  of 
her  women,  after  the  moft  faithful  of  her  fervants  had  been 
hanged ;  and  he  prepared  the  Houfe  to  expefV,  in  the  next 
report  from  the  feleft  committee,  fach  accounts  of  tkc  era* 
dty,  barbarity,  and  rapine  of  our  government  in  India,  as 
would  fhock  eVery  man  of  thp  leaft  (cnfibility.     He  fpoke  of 
large  fortunes  acquired  by  individuals,  while  the  Company 
^as  almoft  reduced  to  bankruptcy  ;  and  he  inftanced  the 
rcadioefs  with  which  8oo,OOoK  had  been  raifed  by  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  for  the  purpofe  of  making  inveftments,  to  prevent  the 
Company's  fhips  from  coming  home  in  ballaft.     He  did  not 
approve  the  motion'  relative  to  the  dividend ;  bat  he  would 
fupport  it,  as  he  hoped  that  a  totally  new  fyftem,  relative  to 
the  goveanment  of  India,  would  be  adopted.     He  laid  it 
down  as  a  maxim,  that  the  relief  of  the  India  Company  and 
its  reform  (hould  go  together.     That  he  beUeved,  the  parti- 
cular accomodation,    which  the  bill  then  under  difcuffion 
would   afford,    was  indifpeniibly  neceifary,  and  neceflary 
with  as  little  delay  as  poflible.     Therefore,  and  therefore 
only,  he  was  willing  to  give  his  aiTent  to  it,  but  if  he  thought 
that  it  was  merely  one  part  of  a  fyftem  of  driblets,  and  that 
without  going  fully  into  a  general  reform  of  the  abuies  i« 
the  government  of  India,  it  was  meant  by  little  and  little  to 
meet  the  difficulty  of  the  moment,  and  apply  a  remedy  pro* 
portioned  to  the  prefcnt  preflfure  of  inconvenience,  be  would 
moft  ftcadily  have  oppofed  it. 
Sir  Her^ry        Sir  Henry  Fletcher  rofe  to  ft  ate  the  particular  iituatioi>  of 
Fistcher.     jjjg  India  Company  at  prefent,  and  the  nature  of  the  ncccifi« 
ty  that  urged  them  to  make  the  application  to  Parliament, 
now  under  confideration.     Sir  Henry  recited,  the  pro^refs 
.  of  the  Company's  afEairs  for  many  years  back,  and  the  turns 
they  had  fpent  in  procuring  their  territorial  acquifitions. 
He  (hewed,  that  the  public  had  derived  immenfe  advantages 
from  thofe  acquiiitions,  by  cuftoms  and  othcrwife,  but  that 
they  were  ftill  indebted  to  the  Company  very  confiderahly^ 
He  mentioned  alfo,  that  the  dividend  from  the  year  1708  xm 
the  year  1757  or  thereabouts,  had  been  eight  pounds  four 
fhillings  per  annum  on  an  average,  and  that  in  time  of  war 
it  was  upon  an  average  feven  pounds  fifteen  fliillings.     Sir 
llenty  fart}ier  ftated,  that  the  Company  were  far  from  being 
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in  »  ftate  of  in(q|lvency ;  that  they  had  cargoes  upon  the  feaa 
to  a  tai^  amount,  %nd  that  they  only  wanted  fome  prefcnt 
caih  to  defray  certain  bills,  that  were  coming  due,  and  to 
carry  on  their  affairs ;  and  thence  their  application  to  Parli* 
ament !  He  claimed  fome  credit  as  due  to  the  Company  for 
their  conduft  in  India  during  the  war,  and  (hewed,  that 
though  government  had  thought  it  right  to  give  up  their 
conquefts  for^a  valuable  coniideration,  when  they  made  the 
peace;  that  neverthclefs,  the  fa£k  was  afcertainable,  that  the 
Company  had  almoft  driven  our  natural  enemies  out  of  India^ 
in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 

•Governor  Jobnjlone  faid  of  Mr.  Burke,  the  honourable  Governor 
gentleman's  humanity  carried  him  away ;  and  feeing  melaa«*  J^^o^^"*^ 
choly  profpefts,  he  was  prevented  by  that  very  humanity 
from  taking  time  to  confijder  t^yhat  was  the  real  caufes  of 
them;  and  therefore  without  hefitation,  he  afcribed  them 
to  the  Britifh  government.  If  famine  raged  in  the  Carnatic^ 
it  was  the  natural  confequence-  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Marhattas  always  carried  on  war :  they  were  very  far  from 
being  a  cruel  people,  and  murder  was  a  crime  unknown  among 
them;  but  flill  when  they  entered  upon  a  war,  they,  always 
made  it  a  point  to  ravage  every  thing  before  them :  this  was 
the  true  caufe  of  the  famine ;  and  if  the  honourable  member 
bad  taken  the  trouble  to  read  Lord  Macartney's  laft  dift> 
patches,  he  would  have  found,  that  after  having  defcribcd  the 
very  Rr^^it  calamities  of  the  people  of  his  govermenr,  l^is 
Lordlfaip  obferved,  that  the  French  and  the  other  enemies^ 
fuiFcced  infinitely  greater ;  and  that  fo  far  was  the  famine 
from  being  confined  to  the  Britifh  fettlements,  that  beyond 
the  mountains,  in  Hyder's  dominion,  there  periihed  daily 
one  thoufand  perfons.  He  then  fpoke  of  Mr.  Haftings,  with 
whom  he  had  no  private  friendfhip;  on  the  contrary^  fome 
of  hit  relations  had  caufe  for  enmity  againft  that  gentleman; 
but  having  carefully  examined  into  the  conduft  of  that  great 
man,  he  was  fo  aftonifhed  at  the  prodigious  ciForts  he  made 
for  the  prefervation  .  of  our  territories  m  India,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  take  a  decided  part  in  his  favouV;  and  it  was  matter 
4>f  furprife  to  him,  that  his  name  fhould  be  treated  fo  igno^ 
minioujQy  in  that  Houfe  in  his  abfence;  if  he  was  prefent, 
he  was  convinced  that  harfh  language  would  not  be  ufed  to 
liim ;  for  he  would  have  anfwers  ready  that  would  convince 
bis  enemies  of  his  innocence  :  on  the.  other  hand,  he  knetif 
that  Mr.  Haftings  would  not  bear  fuch  language.  His  havr 
ing  raifed  Soo^oool.  for  the  Company's  ufc  was  no  proof 
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that  the  Company's  ferVants  had  amaiTed  great  fortnoea ;  the 
honourable  gentleman  ought  to  recoiled  that  Calcutta  might 
vie  almoft  ■  with  London,  as  it  contained  500,cx^  infa^-* 
tants;  and  when  London  can  raife  i2,ooo,oooL  for  govern- 
ment, it  was  not  Airprifing  that  Calcutu  ibould  raife 
8c>o,oCx>U  The  honourable  gentleman  had  a  way  of  colour* 
iog  things  very  high  ;  in  the  excefs  of  his  humanity  he  once 
faw  the  captive  loyalifls  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army  hanging 
on  the  trees  along  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  and  yet  not  one  of 
them  was  put  to  death.  He  heard  at  another  time  of  dread** 
ful  cruelties  exercifed  in  an  expedition  under  General  Grey^ 
in  North  America :  but  he  ^Governor  Johnfione)  happened 
to  be  in  America  at  that  time^  and  had  heard  nothii^  of 
thefe  cruelties.  He  wifhed  to  hear  particular  charges,  and 
not  general  reflexions*  The  honourable  gentleman  was  al- 
ways talking  of  the  report  that  was  to  come  from  the  Scled 
Committee;  he  wifhed  he  could  fee  the  mighty  giant  come 
forth;  if  the  honourable  member  was  the  dwarf  who  appear- 
ed on  the  battlements  of  the  giant's  caftlc,  he  wiflied  he 
would  ftep  in  and  prevail  6n  the  monfter  to  come  forth  to  the 
combat.  He  dellrcd  gentlemen  to  recoiled  that  the  ptefent 
bill  waff  only  one  part  of  an  application  from  the  Eafl  India 
Company  for  relief  from  Parliament,  and  begged  that  they 
would  hold  in  their  minds,  that  it  was  brought  in  upon  a 
compromife  with  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury,  Having  flated 
this,  heiaid,  with  regard  to  the  idea  of  lowering  the  divi* 
dendto  three  per  cent,  he  bad  no  manner  of  objedioo  to  it. 
He  thought  when  any  fet  of  people  applied  to  the  public  for 
relief,  their  fbewing  that  they  were  ready  and  willing  to 
begin  an  (economical  fyftem  themfelves  was  the  befl  recom« 
mendation  of  their  claim  to  relief  from  the  legillature. 
i|r.  Burke.  ^^.^  fi^rirfaid,  that  if  he  held  improper  language  in  thai 
Houfe,  he  might  be  called  to  an  account  for  it  in  a  Parlia« 
mentary  way ;  if  called  to  an  account  out  of  the  Houfe,  he 
would  anfwer  it  in  a  getteman's  way ;  butno danger,  no  bol* 
lying,  no  threat,  fhould  ever  prevent  him  from  doing  his 
duty ;  and  he  pledged  himfelf  to  God,  to  his  country,  to 
that  Houfe,  and  to  the  unfortunate  and  plundered  inhabi* 
cants  of  India,  that  he  would  bring  to  juftice,  as  far  as  ia 
hitn  lay,  the  greateft  delinquent  that  India  ever  faw.  Wkk 
regard  to  loofe  accufation,  he  was  as  much  above  it  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  laft*  He  might  reft 
afTured^  when  he  charged  Mr.  Haftings,  he^ would  do  it  bf 
allcdging  fomie  fpecific  faft  of  crimitialityr   To  ad  other- 

wife. 
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wifC)  was  fomething  worfe  than  acting  ungeneroufly;  it 
was  to  z£k  the  part  of  a  culumniator,  a  part  which  he  never 
would  coofent  to  perform,  Mr.  Burke  reafoned  a  good  deal 
in  terms  of  painting,  upon  overcharging  a  pidure  with  co* 
lour,  in  order  to  hide  an  impcife^  outline ;  and  declared^ 
that  he  would  take  care  his  drawing  fhould  be  correct  and 
pcrfcft  before  he  put  on  any  colouring  at  all.  He  was  juf- 
lified  by  the  forty-five  refolutions  of  the  Secret  Committee, 
to  hold  this  language,  of  Mr.  Haftings,  whom  the  Houfe 
had  already  fo  far  cenfured  as  to  refolve  that  he  ought  to  be 
broughpbome  to  take  his  trial. 

Governor  Johnjione  faid  he  never  intended  to  threaten;  Gov. John- 
but  he  thought  it  ungenerous  to  bring  charges,  day  after  day,  ^o»** 
againft  a  man,  who,  being  abfent,  could  not  make  a  de- 
fence. So  far  from  bullying  him,  he  did  afTure  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  whenever  he  had  any  thing  to  fay  to 
him,  it  fhould  not  be  in  that  Houfe,  but  m  another  place, 
in  the  mean  time,  he  repeated  ir,  that  he  thought  attacking 
Mr.  HaAings  in  his  abfence,  in  terms  of  fo  much  harlhnefs, 
was  ungenerous* 

Mr.  Burke  faid,  it  was  not  his  fault  that  Mr»  Haftings  *«r.*«rke. 
was  abfent^      If  I  could  have  had  my  will,  laid  he,  he 
ihould  have  been  in  England  before  now. 

Mr.  Dcmpjier  thought  that  eight  pounds  Was  too  great  a  Mt^Dcnp* 
dividend  for  the  Company  to  make  under  their  prefeflt  cir-  ^'* 
cumflanc^s.  As  a  proprietor,  he  fhould  think  it  wifer  to 
receive  00  dividend  at  all  at  preient,  but  as  it  might  be  neceP 
fary  for  the  Company's  credit  to  have  a  dividend,  he  agreed 
pcrfeflly  with  Sir  Cecil  Wray  in  thinking,  that  at  the 
proper  (lage  a  motion  fhould  be  made,  to  alter  the  words, 
four  per  cent»  to  three  per  cent.  Mr.  Dempfter  faid,  he 
wifhed  the  territorial  acquifitions  had  not  been  made,  he  be- 
lieved they  had  proved  a  fcrious  and  a  folid  incumbrance  to 
the  Company. 

Lord  *Ji»bn  Cavendi/h  denied  that  the  prcfent  bill  ought  to  L<j,a  jobn 
be  confidered  as  any  fort  of  compromife  with  him^  a  tem*  CtTendiih* 
porary  expedient,  or  as  Mr.  Burke  had  faid,  a  driblet.     It 
was  part  of  a  larger  plan   of  application  for  relief  brought , 
forward  feparately,  becaufe  the  nature  of  the  cafe  to  which 
the  relief  now  defired  was  to  apply,  could  not  pofTibiy  admit 
of  delay.     He  had  too  much  refpc^t  for  Parliament,  and 
too  jealous  a  lenfe  of  its  rights  to  take  upon  himfelf  to  an^ 
fwcr  before  hand  for  the  conduft  of  that  Houfe,  in  a  point 
where  its  own  judgment  was  to  dire£t  itsdecifion,  whenever 
Vol.  IX.  4  CL  the 
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^he  matter  came  under  difcuflion.  With  rcfpefl  to  the  territori- 
al acquilitions,  Lord  John  faid,  he  was  inclined  to  believe,  that 
it  would  have  been  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  Companjf^ 
^  and  the  country,  that  they  had  not  been  made^  and  that  the 
Company  (hould  have  confined  themfelves  to  their  charader 
of,  merchants ;  but  as  we  had  made  the  territorial  acquifi- 
tions,  they  muft  at  any  rate  be  preferved,  becaufe  if  they 
were  not,  they  would  not  revert  to  the  natives  of  India  but 
fall  into  the  bands  of  our  natural  enemies,  and  give  them 
advantages  in  that  part  of  the  world,  infinitely  too  important 
and  too  difadvantageous  to  us  to  be  permitted.  Lord  Jdia 
thought  government  had  already  taken  too  much  from  the 
Company,  and  that  if  they  flood  in  need  of  relief,  it  muit 
at  any  rate  be  granted.  With  regard  to  lowering  the  divi- 
dend  to  three  per  cent,  he  thought  it  might  be  wife  to  give 
the  Company  fuch  a  leffon  of  oeconomy,  in  order  to  guard 
them  againft  future  negle£l  or  improvidence ;  but  he  feared, 
upon  fo  fhort  a  notice,  it  would  be  rather  too  fevrrc  a  leflbs, 
and  therefore  wifhed  the  four  per  cent,  might  (land  on  this 
occafioD. 

Cen.Smith  General  Smiih  coincided  in  the  confcquence  drawn  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  viz.  that  the  territorial  acqui- 
iitions  in  India  having  been  made,  they  muft  be  prefer^xd, 
but  he  denied  the  pofition,  that  it  would  have  been  better 
for  this  country  had  they  never  been  made.  He  was  pcr- 
fuaded  the  pofTeflion  of  thofe  acquifitions  had  been  of  infinite 
fervice  as  well  during  the  war,  as  in  regard  to  the  peace, 
which  he  contended  was  much  better  than  it  would  have  been, 
merely  on  that  account*  The  General  endeavoured  to  proie 
the  Company  not  folvent,  but  neverthelefs  declared,  that  he 
thought  It  right  to  pafs  the  prefent  bill^  in  order  to  prevent 
their  credit  in  India  from  finking. 

Sir  Cecil         Sit  Cecil  fVray  thought  their  credit  there  would  be  much 

Wrty.         afFcfled  hv  the  whole  of  the  bill. 

Mr.Mariin.  Mf-  Martin  faid,  he  had  the  other  day  declared,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  caufe  of 
humanity,  if  the  Europeans  were  extirpated  in  India.  This 
opinion  had  been  ridiculed ;  but  he,  neverthelefs,  was  pcr- 
fuaded  of  its  juftice.  At  the  fame  time  he  dirf  not  wifl)  the* 
fubjefts  of  Great  Britain  to  be  the  only  Europeans  exnrpared 
from  India.  Mr.  Martin  applauded  Mr.  Burke's  humanity, 
and  faid,  he  was  fo  far  from  thinking  that  gentleman's  hu- 
manity ran  away  with  him^  that  he  wifhed  to  fee  more  hu- 
manity Hk  all  the  proceedings^  as  well  of  individuals  as  of 

government. 
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government.  Humanity  was  too  hard  ridden  in  this  conn* 
try,  and  too  clofe  curbed.  He  particularly  recommended  a 
greater  attention  to  it  to  thofe  who  were  now  in  power  than 
had  difiinguifhed  the  executive  government  of  late  years. 

Mr.  Jachfin  gave  a  hiftory  of  the  dividends  of  the  Eaft  Mr  Jack. 
India  Company,  and  of  the  various  ilatutcs  under  which  the  ^'"°' 
Company  had   been  empowered  to   borrow   money.      He 
fhewed  that  they  were  limited  to  15001.  in  that  particular 
by  a£b  oT  Parliament,  and  that  fuch  a  bill  as  the  prefeiit 
went  to  overturn  the  beforci-mentioned  ftatuary  limitation. 
He  alfo  declared  l)x  per  cent,  was  as  much  as  the  Com- 
pany had  divided,    under  more    profperous    circumftancea 
than  they  were  in  at  prefent,  and   argued  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  allowed  to  divide  largely  now. 

Governor  johnftottf J  in  anfwer,  faid,   great  lawyers  had  G*>»»  J<>hn* 
differed  as  to  their  conftru£tion  of  the  aft  of  Parliament,  *°°*' 
empowering  the  Company  to  borrow  money,  and  that  three 
millions  had  been  borrowed  at  once. 

Mr.  Town/on  (hewed,  from  the  report  of  the  Proprietors,  *^«'«  Town- 
that  the  Company  were  worth  fix  millions  in  the  whole. 
He  faid,  he  was  ready  to  allow  two  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  bad  debts,  &c.  yet  flill  there  would 
remain  a  large  balance  in  favour  of  their  wealth. 
.  General  Smtih  anfwercd  this,  2|nd  argued  ftrongly  that 
the* Company  was  not  folvent. 

Sir  Henry  Fletcher  rofe  again  to  explain  9  particular  cir-  Sir  Henry 
cumftance,  and  flated,  that  the  Company  were  far  from  ^'«^l*«'- 
infolvcpr,    though  embarrafied  for  the  moment  for  cafh, 
to  carry  on  their  aiFairs, 

At  Tength  the  c^ueftion  was  put,  and  the  amendments  read 
a  fecond  time. 

When  the  next  queftion,  viz.  that  refpefting  the  dividend, 
came  to  be  put,  Sir  Cecil  Wray  made  his  promifcd  motion 
to  le?ve  out  the  words  four  per  cent,  and  infert  the  words 
three  per  cent.  This  occafioned  a  fhort  debate  in  which 
Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Jackfon,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  took  part,  At 
length  the  queftion  was  carried  for  the  words  four  per  cent, 
as  originally  propofed  in  the  committee. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  fome  convcrfation  was  had 
about  the  400,000!.  which  Government  took  from  the  Com- 
pany a  few  years  fince.  General  Smith  contended  that  Go- 
vernment had  no  right  to  take  it.  Mr.  Jackfon  on  the  other 
hand,  argued  that  it  was  a  matter  of  bargain  that  Govern- 
*  incnt  fhould  (hare  in  the  profits  whenever  the  dividend  ex- 

4  0^2  cceded 
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ceeded  a  certain  limited  fum,  and  that  the  400^000!.  was 
taken  by  virtue  of  that  bargain. 

jtpril  29. 

The  Secretary  at  fVar  (Col.  Fitzpatrick)  moved  for  leave 

to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  fuch  a£ts  of  Parliament  as 

were  paiTed  for  the  temporary  purpoies  of  enlifting  foldi- 

ers  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  lately  concluded;  his 

objefi:,  he  faid  was  to  bring  back  the  foldiers  engagement  to 

,the  ufual  period  or  term,  for  life. 

Sir  Charlei      Sir  Charles  Turner  faid  be  had  very  great  confidence  in 

Turner.       ^^  right  honourable  gentleman,    who  made  the  motion, 

which  made  him  truft,  that  as  the  ads  he  wanted  to  have 

repealed  were  of  a  temporary  nature,  fo  (hould  the  bill  that 

he  was  bringing  in  ;  for  it  was  Ihocking,  in  his  mind,  that 

0ien  fhould  be  inlifted  for  life ;  it  was  a  bond;>ge  that  ought 

not  to  be  endured  in  a  free  country  \  nay  it  was  unknown 

in  the  arbitrary  government  of  France,  where  foldiers  were 

enlifled  only  for  a  term  of  years. 

No  reply  was  made ;  the  motion  was  put,  and  leave  was 
^iven  to  bring  in  the  bill, — The  Houfe  in  a  committee  then 
proceeded  to  hear  couhfel  on  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold^s  bill, 
and  witneffes  were  examined  on  the  part  of  Sir  Thomas; 
sifter  which  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

April  30. 

The  next  order  of  the  day,  was  forgoing  into  a  commit* 
tee  on  the  bill  for  taking  up  and  imprifoning  fuch  perfbos 
as  fliould  be  found  in  the  night,  with  picklock  keys,  or 
other  implements  for  breaking  into  houfes.  The  Speaker 
then  left  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Parry  took  the  chair  of  the 
committee. 
StrCeql  Sir  Cecil  PFray  oppokd   the  bill  in  tolOj  for  he  £Diild.oot 

Wray.  confent  to  a  law  by  which  new  crimes  ihould  be  created,  or 
rather  that  an  intention  fliould  be  made  a  neW  crime,  there 
being  already  in  exiftence  laws  fully  adequate  to  the  end  of 
punifliing  fuch  an  offence  as  was  defcribed  in  the  bill  before 
the  committee ;  he  therefore  moved,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
the  bill  entirely,  **  that  the  Chairman  do  leave  the  chair," 
This  gave  rife  to  a  defultory  converfatiop,  ia  which  near 
four  fifths  of  the  members  prefent  took  fome  part. 
Ifr.Edca.  Mr.  Eden  difapproved  of  the  bill  in  its  prefent  form,  but 
fiill  he  did  not  wifh  that  it  fhould  be  loft ;  for  there  cer* 
fs^inly  was  ^reat  occafion  for  fom^  Uws  to  d^eck  the  auda« 
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city  of  highway-robbers  and  houfcbrcakcrs ;  lie  therefore 
would  be  glad  that  the  Chairman  might  be  defired  to  report 
progrefs,  and  alk  leave  to  fit  again;  aodifi  the  mean  time 
gentlemen  might  turn  the  matter  in  their  thoughts,  and  come 
prepared  to  fubftitute  other  claufes  in  the  room  of  thofe 
which  appeared  to  them  obje£lionabIe. 

Mr.  j^o*  was  of  the  fame  way  of  thinking;  and  there- Mr. F«u 
fore  he  wifhed  his  honourable  colleague  would  withdraw  his 
motion.  He  thought  a  reformation  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
police;  for  the  buiinefs  of  a  jufticc  of  peace  was  rtMf  be- 
come a  trade  in  the  city  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent :  as 
.to  the  bill  itfclf,  if  he  was  called  upon  to  give  it  a  negative 
or  an  affirmative  in  its  prefent  form,  lie  certainly  would 
give  the  former :  but  if  the  Chairman  (hould  be  direded  to 
alk  leave  to  (it  again,  he  thought  the  bill  might  be  mended* 

Mr.  Martin  laid  he  would  oppofe  the  principle  of  the  bill  Mr.Marti« 
in  any  form  :  he  liked  not  to  fee  penal  laws  multiplied  ;  and 
if  Parliament  (Iiould  go  on  as  it  had  done,  he  was  afraid  it 
would  fliortly  be  penal  for  a  man  to  have  a  knife  and  fork 
in  his  houfe,  to  ui'e  at  his  dinner. 

S\rCbarle£  Turner  was  alfo  an  enemy  to  the  bill;  it  was  Sir  Cbarlet 
levelled,  he  faid,  againft  the  poor,  between  whom  and  the  Tftiacr. 
rich  he  wfhed  that  in  making  laws  no  diftinftion  fhould  be 
made.     Should  the  prefent  bill  pafs,  his  groom,  a  poor  ig* 
norant  York(hire-man  might  be  taken  up,  if  there  Ihould 
be  found  in  his  pocket  at  night,  an  inftrument  to  trim  hU . 
horfes  ftet ;  and  the  poor  fellow  not  knowing  what  to  do^ 
might  be  detained  a  prifbner  the  whole  night,  without  hav- 
ing committed  the  flighteft  offenctf.-^A  poor  taylor,  going 
home  with  his  goofe  and  his  yard,  might  be  taken  up :  be- 
caufc,  forfooth,  the  taylor  might  break  open  a  door  with  bis 
goofe,  whichina  taylor^s  hand  might  be  conftrued  to  be  a 
snoft  dangerous  weapon,  as  he  might  ufe  it,  when  hot)  in  a 
double  way,  as  an  implement  to  break  a  houfe,  and  alio  to 
burn  the  face  of  whatever  perfon  fhould  oppofe  him  1     The 
laws  already  in  being,  were  fully  fufficient  to  punifli  vagrants  * 
and  idle  fellows  if  the  laws  were  properly  carried  into  execu- 
tion ;  and  in  cafes  where  be  did  not  find  the  letter  of  the  law 
againft  the  accufed,  yet  he  would  punifli  him,  if  he  found 
that  he  had  a£ted  againft  the  fpirit :  be  remembered,  that 
when  hunting  one^day,  he  was  told  by  a  man,  that  looking 
through  a  window,  into  a  rocim,  he  faw  a  man  lying  welt- 
ring  in  his  blood  on  the  floor,  in  confequence  of  wounds  be 
h^d  received  from  another :    It  was  «t  a  ^ime,   faid  Sir 

Charles^ 
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Cbaries,  when  general  warrants  made  fuch  a  noife;  I  did 
Dc^t  know  in  what  particular  hoafe  the  murderer  was  con- 
cealed ;  and  therefore  I  could  not,  according  to  ^e  mere 
letter  of  law,  grant  a  fcarch-warrant,  defcribing  any  par- 
ticular place ;  but  I  knew  if  a  general  fearch -warrant  was 
not  granted,  the  culprit  would  efcape  :  and  being  fatisficd  in 
my  own  mind,  that  forms  ought  not  to  ftand  in  the  way  of 
fpbftantial  juftice,  I  refolved  to  take  all  the  concfqucnccs  00 
myfeif,  and  granted  the  warrant.     If  other  juftices  of  the 

{leace  would  do  as  I  did,  there  would  be  no  occafion  for  new 
aws.      He  concluded  by  declaring  that  he  would  vote  for 
the  Chairman's  leaving  the  chair, 

M-.  Pwkc»  Mr,  Burki  was  of  opinion,  that  improper  implements 
indicated  fomething  more  than  a  bare  intention ;  for  the  in- 
tention of  .a  houfebreaker  to  commit  a  felony,  exifls  before 
he  provides  himfelf  with  implements  to  carry  his  intention 
into  efFedt ;  and  therefore,  when  the  implements  are  found 
on  him,  it  might  be  faid  that  the  crime  was  in  a  progrcfs 
to  its  accomplifliment ;  it  would  therefore  be  wife  for  the 
legiflature  to  interpofc,  and  ftop  the  crime  in  its  progrcfs. 
He  blamed  the  magiflrates  of  Weftminfter  for'rnoftof  the 
crimes  committed  in  and  near  it ;  they  had  an  abfolute  au- 
thority over  public  houfes  ;  and  if  they  exercifed  that  autho- 
lity  for  the  public  good,  we  fhould  not  fee  any  rendezvous 
•for  thieves  of  all  denominations,  which  were  licenced,  as  it 
were,  that  they  might  be  feminaries  of  vice  end  corruption. 
)f  licences  were  with- held  from  all  houfes  of  bad  charaAer, 
there  would  not  be  a  tenth  of  the  crimes  committed  in  a  year, 
that  are  now  committed  in  a  month.  As  to  the  bill,  he 
wifhed  it  might  not  be  loft  now;  but  that  a  progrefs  might 
be  reported,  and  leave  be  given  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  Eyn*  Mr.  Eyre  was  of  opinion,  that  the  laws  already  in  bein; 
flood  in  no  need  of  the  prefent  bill ;  and  if  a  man  fhould  be 
found  in  his  yardj  with  impl^ix^ents  for  houfebreakiogt  he 
made  no  doubt  bt;it  he  could  indifi  him,  and  fuftain  the  in* 
*  didment;  and  if  convidion  followed,  the  puniflimcnt  would 
be  fevere  enough,  as  the  convift  woujd  be  imprifoned  for  a 
coniiderable  length  of  time, 

MnHow«        i^r^  Howartb  as  a  profeffional  man,   declared,  that  the 
*  vagrant  aft  could  not  reach  fuch  perfops  as  it  was  iptcnc^cd 

to  make  the  objcfts  of  a  jnew  aft.  The  17th  of  Geo.  2d. 
commonly  called  the  vagrant  aft,  particularly  defcribed  all 
the  feveral  diftinfticns  of  perfons,  on  whom  it  was  to  ope* 
rate;  if  therefore  anotherdiftinftion  of  perfonS|  not  named 

ia 
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in  that  aft,  fhould  be  thought  proper  objcfts  of  punifhmcnt, 
it  was  clear,  that  not  being  within  the  aft,  they  could  not 
be  punKhed  by  it^  A  man  being  found  in  a  court-yard, 
having  implements  about  him  for  breaking  open  houfes, 
rould  not,  merely  on  account  of  having  fuch  implements^  be 
indifted  on  the  ftatute  of  the  17th  of  Geo.  ad.  unlefs  in  fomc 
other  refpeft,  they  came  within  the  meaning  of  it;  thus  for 
inftance,  if  he  was  a  man  of  fome  fubftance,  or  a  houfe- 
keeper,  he  could  not  be  deemed  a  vagrant:  nay,  if  he  had 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  attempt  to  break  open  a  window  or 
door,  he  could  not  be  indifted,  unlefs  it  coul  I  be  proved 
that  he  made  the  attempt  with  an  intent  to  commit  a  felony 
or  burglary  ;  and  if  no  fuzh  intent  appeared,  then  the  at- 
tempt could' be  confidered  only  as  a  trefpafs,  and  the  man 
io  far  from  being  indiftable,  would  be  made  fubjeft  only  to 
a  civil  aftion.  Hence  he  was  of  opinion  that  fome  law  was 
necelTary  to  reach  thofe  who  were  not  within  the  meaning  of 
the  17th  of  Geo.  II.  and  who  neverthelefs  were  the  moft 
likely  to  carry  implements  for  houfebreaking,  fuch  as  fol- 
diers,  fervants,  &c. 

Lord  Mahon  thought  a  very  eafy  method  might  be  adopted  iaM^3bad$ 
in  wording  the  bill,  lb  as  that  the  law  fliould  reach  only  tnofe 
whofe  intentions  were  really  criminal :  he  would  fuggeft,  for 
inftance,  that  the  implements  meant  by  the  biH  be  defcribed 
to*  be  fuch  only  as  could  not  be  employed  to  any  good  purpofe. 

Mr.  Sheridan  would  objcft  much  lefs  to  the  bill,  if  this  Mr.  Sbcri- 
idea  of  the  noble  Lord  fhould  he  adopted ;  but  al  prefent  ^**** 
there  was  no  fuch  line  drawn ;  but  the  general  cxpreffion  of 
"  implements  for  houfebreaking,"  was  all  that  was  ufed  ; 
fo  that  a  ladder  on  a  poor  labourer's  fhoulder  might  be  deem- 
ed fuch  an  implement ;  as  might  alfo  a  ftrong  moe,  becaofe 
with  a  ftrong  (hoe  a  man  might  poflibly  kick  a  door  open. 
He  then  faid  that  the  reformation  ought  to  begin  at  the 
fource;  for  until  the  police  fhould  be  reformed,  little  refor- 
mation pould  be  expefted  among  the  lower  claftes. 

Mr.  fV.  Pi«  objefted  to  the  claufe  for  granting  rewards  Mr.W. 
for  the  apprehending  of  the  perfons  that  were  to  he  the  ob-  ***"• 
jeftsofthe  bill;  butftill.he  would  not  wifli  td  fee  the  bill 
rejeftcd ;  with  a  little  more  time  to  confider  of  itj  gentlemen 
mip;ht  be  able  to  amend  it.    ^ 

Mr.  Selwyn  faid  he  could  *t  the  bar  fee  the  neceffity  of  Mr.ScIw]« 
fome  fuch  bill  as  the  prefent. 

Many  other  members  fpoke  a  few  words  on  the  fubjeft  ; 
the  committee  divided,  when  there  appeared,  on  the  qucf- 
lion  for  theChairman's  leaving  the  chair.  Ayes  21,  Noes  29. 

1  he 
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The  Chairman  was  ;hen  dirc&ed  to  report  progrc(s,  aod 
aflc  leave  to  fit  again :  the  Houfe  was  then  refamed^  aod 
adjourned. 

May  I. 

Sir  Cecil         ^^^  ^^'^  Jf^ruy  moved  for  leave  to  bring  In  a  bill  to  ex* 

Wny.         plain  an  laft  paiTed  in  the  iith  and   lath  of  William  HI' 

.  relative  to  goals.     His  obje£t,  he  faid,  was  to  enable  iherifis 

to  remove  prifoners  from  goals,  while  repairs  were  carrjiog 

on,  if  it  mould  appear  to  them  necclTarv,  without  fobjefi- 

ing  them  to  penalties  of  refcues,  if  any  luch  fhould  happen, 

in  confequence  of  confining  the  prifoners  elfewhere  than  in 

the  goals.    There  was  another  thing  alfo  that  he  intended 

to  provide  for  in  the  bill,  which  was,  that  if  any  wall  or 

other  part  of  the  goal  fhould  fall  down,  fome  juftices  of  the 

peace  migh|  be  empowered  immediately  to  raife  as  much 

money  as  would  make  ^ood  the  damages,  without  waiting 

for  a  prefentment,  provided  the  fum  were  fmall,  not  exceed- 

.  twenty  or  thirty  pounds. 

Mr. Burrow      ^^*  B arr ow kcon&cd  the  motion:  and 

OcMral  General  Smith  returned  his  thanks  to  the  honourable  Ba« 

Smith.       ronet  for  having  made  it,  as  he  knew  fuch  a  bill  to  be  very 

neceflfary.    Three  or  four  years  ago,  when  be  was  SherifT 

of  Berkfliire,  a  part  of  the  wall  of  the  county: goal  had  fiUcn 

down :  and  if  he  had  waited  for  a  prefeotmcnt,  he  believed 

the  prifoners  might  have  efcaped ;  he  therefore  had  the  wall 

repaired  at  his  own  expence,  which  indeed  was  very  trifling; 

but  he  thought  that  in  fuch  cafes,  there  ought  to  lie  a  power 

vefted  in  the  juflices  of  the  peace  to  levy  money  immediately, 

to  make  fuch  repairs  as  might  be  neceflary  for  the  fccnrity 

of  the  prifbn.     The  motion  pafTed  without  oppofition,  and 

leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  hear  counfel  and  evidence 
in  behalf  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold,  againft  the  bill  now  dc' 
pending  refpeding  that  gentleman. 


tord  NcW' 
haven* 


May  2m 

Lord  Niwbaven  informed  the  Houfe,  tliat  fince  be  moved 
for  the  minute  of  the  Treafury,  relative  to  Meflirs.  Powell 
and^  Bembridge,  he  had  been  informed,  that  profecutioos 
aj^ainfl  thefe  gentlemen  had  been  ordered  in  the  couru  below; 
it  he  fhould  now  be  told  from  authority,  that  fuch  proTecu- 
tions  had  really  been  ordered,  he  would  move  to  have  the 

order 
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order  difcharged,  -for  taking  tlie  minute  into  confideration ; 
becaufe  h^'  was  of  opinion,  that  no  proceeding  fhould  be 
had  in  the  Houfe,  tnat  might  tend  to  create  a  bias  in  the 
mifids  of  the  public^  before  the  two  gentlemen  in  queftion 
had  been  brought  to  trial, 

Mr.  SberUaM  faid  the  Attorney  General  had  given  it  as  Mr.Shm* 
his  opinion,  that  a  profecution  for  a  mir4cmeanor  flioold  be  ^*^* 
inftitofed  by  information ;  and  alio  that  another  profecution 
by  Engiifh  bill,  Ihould  be  inftituted  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer, to  compel  Meflirs.  Powell  and  Bcmbridge  to  make 
up  their  accounts,  and  pay  in  their  balances.  He  had  this 
day  fpoken  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treafury,  and  he  under- 
ftood  from  him  that  he  had  directions  to  fUe  the  bill;  and 
that  he  only  waited  for  the  arrival  in  town  of  the  Attorney 
General,  to  receive^  his  inftruftions,  relative  to  the  profe- 
cution for  the  mifdemeanor, 

Mr.  Piti  replied^  that  the  proceeding  by  the  Englifli  bill  Mr.  Pitt, 
had  nothing  at  all  to  fay  to  the  caufe  which  induced  the 
late  Paymafter  General  to  difmifs  the  two  gentlemen  in  quet 
tions  there  had  been  a  difpute  between  Mr.  Powell  and 
Mr.  Paris  Taylor,  relative  to  a  fum  of  money ;  and  the  for- 
mer wifhed  not  to  pay  in  his  balance  until  credit  Ihould  be 
given  him  for  that  fum ;  fb  that  he  would  have  the  payment 
of  the  balance  await  the  judgment  of  the  court  on  the  quef- 
tion  ;  the  Englifh  bill  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  bringing 
this  matter  to  iflue ;  but  there  was  nothing  in  common  be- 
tween this  cafe,  and  that  for  which  the  gentlemen  had  been 
difmifled;  and  be  could  ndt  help  faying  that  their  reftora- 
tion  feemed  to  caft  no  fmall  reflefiion  on  thofe  who  had  been 
the  authors  of  their  difmiffion ;  and  on  the  learned  gentle- 
man (the  late  Attorney  General)  who  had  given  his  opinion 
againft  them.    If  the  profecution  for  the  mifdemeanor  was 
to  take  place,  he  had  no  objeAion  to  the  difcharge  of  the 
prder ;  but  he  had  rather  for  the  prefcnt,  that  the  order 
ihould  not  be  difcharged,  but  fufpcnded  only,  until  the  pre* 
fcnt  Attorney  General  (hould  come  to  town,  and  inform  the 
Houfe  whether  or   not  he  meant  to   proceed  criminally 
;!gainft  the  gentlemen  in  queftion* 

Mr.  Sheridan  rofe  again,  and  faid,  the  delay  of  the  legal  Mr  sbefU 
proceedings  againft  Mefirs«  Ppwell  aod  Bembrid^  was  by  ^^''^ 
no  means  chargeable  as  matter  of  cenfure,  againft  the  pre- 
fent  Miniftry.  l^he  late  Attorney  General  had  commenced 
the  builnefs,  and  there  had  time  enough  elapfed  for  him  to 
have  gone  on  with  it.  Mr*  Sheridan  threw  out  fome  far-* 
calms  on  ibe  praftice  of  that  gentleman  to  threaten  and  to 
inAitute  crimiD^I  proceiTes,  and  then  to  fuffer  them  to  deep. 
Voie-lXt  4R  Mr.  Piif 
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Mr.  Pitt.  ^      Mr.  Pitt  fpoke  again  in  farther  explanation  of  his  own 
condufly  and  of  that  of  thofe  with  whom  he  had  lately  had 
the  honopr  to  aft  in  office. 
Mr.  Ken*        Mr.  K^nyon  faid  that  from  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  that  had 
yoo.  |)een  laid  before  him,  he  had  delivered  it  as  his  opinion, 

that  the  gentlemen  ought  to  be  thd  objefts  of  both  a  crimi- 
nal and  a  civil  profecution ;  and  in  fuch  a  light  had  their 
conduft  appeared  to  him,  that  he  did  not  hefitate  to  declare 
to  thofe  who  were  at  that  time  in  power,  that  fuch  enormous 
offenders  ought  not  to  be  fufFeied  t6  remain  in  places  of  traft. 
He  explained  his  own  conduft,  and  faid  be  would  joftify  it 
tlirough  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs 
Mr.  6orke«  Mr.  Burie  defended  his  own  conduft  in  reftoring  the  two 
gentlemen  to  their  former  (ituations;  it  was  his  own  ad  en- 
tirely, on  which  he  never  fo  much  as  aiked  the  advice,  or 
took  the  opitiion  of  any  other  man  :  he  was  refpoh^ble  for  this 
aft  to  his  country  ;  and  he  had  fo  regulated  the  Pay  Office, 
f  that  there  was  no  danger  of  the  public  money  being  einbcz^ 

zled  by  thefe  gentlemen  or  himfclf ;  he  kept  no  balances  in 
his  hands ;  they  lay  at  the  bank ;  but  were  very  fmall ; 
yiifhcn  he  went  out  of  office  the  balance  amounted  to  no  more 
than  7®ol.  In  the  cafe  that  had  been  laid  before  the  honour- 
able gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  for  his  opinion,  there  was 
one  orhiffion,  of  which  the  perfons  in  queftipn  had  great 
reafon  to  complain ;  and  if  the  circumftance  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  had  not  been  kept  back,  he  was  fure  that  the  learn- 
ed member's  opinion  would  not  have  been  fo  ftrongly  againft 
the  two  gentlemen.  He  was  going  into  the  merirs  of  the 
cafe,  when  he  was  requcfted  by  Sir  George  Yongc  to  recol- 
left  that  the  Houfe  wilhcd  the  bufinefs  to  fleep  for  fome 
time,  until  it  (hould  be  knoVvn  from  the  prefent  Attorney 
General,  whether  he  intended  to  proceed  in  the  criminal 
profecution. 
Lord  John  Lord  John  Cavendtjh  declared,  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
CivMdjfli.  difcharge  or  the'reftitution  of  the  gentlemen  in  queilion, 
but  he  thought  it  extremely  improper  to  go  on  with  aconver-* 
fation  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  when  there  was  no  quefiion 
before  the  Houfe,  and  when  the  perfons  who  were  beft  able 
to  fpeak  upon  the  fubjcft  [Colonel  Barrc  and  the  Attorney 
General]  were  both  abfent. 
Mr.  Mar-  Mr.  Martin  faid  that  when  he  heard  from  the  higfaeft 
*^*''  authority,  that  two  considerable  clerks  in  office  had  been 

difmiflcd  for  grofs  mifbchaviour,  and  that  they  were  after- 

wardi 
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vards  rcftorcd  ,  he  could  not  ,hclp  looking  upon  their  rcfto- 
ration  as  a  grofs  and  daring  infult  to  the  public* . 

Mr^Burk^  rifing  in  a  violent  fit  of  paffion  exclaimed,  Mr.BarlMf 
V  it  is  ^  gfoft  and  daring— *—r*-"  bm  he  could  proceed  no 
farther,  lor  his  friend,  Mr*  Sheridan  by  this  time  had  pul* 
l^d  him  down,  on  his  feat,  fxoo^  a  motive  of  frien^ihip,  leit 
his, heat  jliould  betray  him.into  fome  intemperate  expreilions 
that  might  offend  the  Houfe. 

..Sir  £Ay^iv^/<y  fupported  Mr.  Martin,  zn^  with.niach  sir  Edward 
iiehemcrKe  faid,  that  to  rcftore  perfcms  charged  with  a  crime:  Aftley, 
a(iv9unt»ng  to  public  robbery,    Was  a  great  flight. fof  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  and  a  daring  infult. .  .  .'  • 

,  Mr.  i^?x  endeavoured  to  footbe  tbe^/Houle  jr^to.te£i:(per|{  Mi.Fox* 
he  declared  that  be  had  never  heard  a  virprd  of  the  refloi[atioo) 


that  any  man  co\ild  ,wiih(  to  fmother.  an  enquiry  into-the 
Condufk  of  the  perions  alluded  to ;  an  enquiry  muft  certainly 
take  place  ;  but  his  honourable  friend  j^hinking  that  puniih*^ 
oient  ottght.npt  to  precede  an.enquiry^  had  reftored  tbem.to^ 
th^irpl^es;  determined  no  doubt^  to  fuit  his,  coqdif^Jto^ 
th9  iiiue  of  the  enquiry*.  He  faid,  if  the  honourable  B^fq;-, 
net  and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  before  him  con-f^. 
fldered  a  moment,  they  furely  would  think,  t^ajt  calling 
what. hiS)  honourable;  friend  had  done  a  darling  in(uU  .to.j^c; 
public,  was  an.exprefSon  not  more  harfh  th^n  UDJufli&ablef. 
With  regard  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad  bo^ 
one,,  he  had  on.  fome  occaHons  touched  upon  hgn>anity|, 
liirely  if.  that;  hqnoufahle  gentleman  would  refle£t  pver^fot 
little^  he  would  fee  thai  it  was  the  fixed  principle  of  huaiactet 
juftice  ri^he  mig;ht  couple  two  fuch  words)  to  preface  «j^ery. 
pei«ron  inuoc^(\5  t;ill  fome  ]criminality  was  proved  ag^inft 
htm.<;.  Tp-tf^ik  tjicrefoire  of  the  p^lic's  .fuppoling  Meffrs* 
]^owelIand  B^n^bridge  guilty^  before  any  proof  of  their  guilt 
waf  adduced,  iwas  in  hil  opinion  not  lefs  a  libel  upon  the 
buruanit][^j>£  the  public,  than  it  was  a  cruel  and  unwarrant-> 
aUle. attach  uppnthof^ifientjemen..-, Mr.  Fox  faid,  thikttho 
one.of  them  wiiji  .whofB- be  had  been  acquaioted,  ,v4^.  Mr*; 
Powell  had  ever  had-  the  chara£ier  of  a  man  of  the  fWiAflit 
4qnQur  andhonffty-;  ]be  faw  no  .reafons^*  therefore,  for  ac- 
cepting the  accu£uion^.exen«(if  acc^iatipn  there  was)  agaioit 
fuch  a  character  forproof^  nor  of  condemning  him  ivnbeard^ 
any^  more  th^n  of  condemning  any  other  perlon,  accufed  of 

4  K  3  any 
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any  other  ofFenee,  before  he  had  been  fairlj  tried.  With 
regard  to  the  dmree  of  public  refponfibility  belo^i^  to 
theofficesof  Cafhier  and  Accountant,  It  was  no  afl^filation 
in  him  to  declare  he  was  whoU]|r  ignoranty  whatthait  degree 
of  refponfibility  was,  or  what  it  amonnted  to»  but  this  he 
was  certain ;  bts  honourable  friend  was  rcfpoofible  to  the 
public,  nqt  only  for  his  own  conduA,  but  for  that  of  every 
derk  under  him,  and  therefore  it  was  not  to  be  prefmnedy 
that  his  honourable  friend  would  have  reftortd  two  pcribni 
to  their  offices,  under  him,  of  whofe  unimpeacbaUe  coodoft 
he  was  not  in  his  own  mind  perfedty  convinced.  But  diac 
his  having  done  fo  was  a  daring  imult  to  the  puUic,  was 
furely  not  only  a  very  harih  aUertion,  but  an  xflertioD  hj 
no  means  true.  It  was  poffible  for  the  laft  Paynnfter  to 
have  feen  the  fame  condufi  in  a  repreheofible  point  of  view, 
and  for  his  honourable  friend  to  have  feen  it  in  t  very  dificrenc 
point  of  view ;  and  in  coniequence,  for  ^e  late  Paymafter  to 
have  difcharged  Meffirs.  Powell  and  Bembridge*  and  for  the 
*  prefent  to  have  reftored  them,  without  there  being  any  thing 
m  either  cafe  like  an  infult  to  the  publk,  much  lefi  a  daring 
infult,  as  the  honourable  Baronet  and  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  thought  proper  to  call  it,  Mr.  Fox  reminded 
the  Houfe,  that  his  honourable  friend  could  never  have  been 
fo  weak  as  to  foppo^e,  that  the  aft  of  reftoring  the  Cafliier 
and  Accountant,  would  pafs  unnoticed,  or  that  it  would  not 
call  forth  obfervation,  and  provoke  enquiry.  Undoubtedly 
it  was  obvious,  that  notice  would  be  taken  of  it  in  that  Houfe, 
and  he  had  no  manner  of  doubt  but  that  his  hoiKMirable 
friend  would  be  able  to  (hew,  that  he  had  not  by  any  impru- 
dent and  hafty  meafuredone  a  thing  fo  culpable  as  lome  men 
diofe  to  fuppofe  it.  With  regard  to  an  enquiry,  an  enquiry 
into  the  whole  affair  muft  be  made,  and  it  was  a  matter  that 
coccemedhim  more  nearly  than  any  other  petfbn  whatever. 
tit  estplained  this,  by  ftating  Mr.  Powell  to  have  been  (he 
aQing  executor  of  his  father,  and  faid,  if  contrary  to  his 
general  charaAer,  contrary  (o  what  he  believed,  Mr.  Pow- 
ell lliould  not  turn  out  a  man  of  honour  and  honefty,  the 
Houfe  smift  fee,  that  in  fo  large,  fo  coi&|>li<ated  a  tranf- 
aftioff  a«  the  execmarftiip  of  his  hAer's  affairs,  tfaeie  muft 
have  been  great  dflportunity  for  wronging  his  family,  and 
tlioogb  40  or  65|dO0i.  was  a  trifle  with  renid  td  die  pubUc, 
^  yet  when  it  came  to  be  the  Me  of  an  individQal,  the  con- 
iideration  was  a  laige  on^  Mr,  Fox  reafbned  uDon  diis, 
and  very  amply  dcA^nded  Mr,  BurRt  od  the  preiuniptioo, 

that 
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that  he  would  at  the  proper  time  be  able  to  juftify  what  he 
bad  cone  in  the  inftance  in  queftion. 

Mr.  Frefferick  Montagu  role  to  order,  and  having  remind-  Mr.FrH. 
ed  the  Speaker,  that  the  whole  converfation  had  been  irre-  Monugu* 
golar  and  di  (orderly,  called  upon  him  in  form  to  enforce  the 
orders  of  the'  Honie, 

The  Speaker  thanked  Mr.    Montagu,    recapitulated  the  The  Speaks 
origin^  turn,  and  tenour  of  the  converfation,  and  defired  it  *'• 
might  drop  there.  x 

Mr.  Knrfw  hoped  he  might  be  heard  in  explanation  of  hit  Mr.  Y^kt- 
own  conduft,  which  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  courfe  of  the  7^?* 
converHition,  but  he  was  flopped  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Martin  (aid  he  did  not  blame  the  reftoration  of  the  Mr.  Mu^ 
clerks,  or  approve  of  it ;  he  was  .unacquainted  with  the  true  t^* 
caufes  either  of  their  difmiffion  or  refioratton  after  fuch  a 
charge,  without  giving  any  reafon  for  it.  Many  other 
members  were  deiirous  to  (peak ;  but  after  much  trouble 
from  the  chair  in  fhewing  that  the  whole  converfation  was 
diforderly,  becaufe  there  was  no  queftion  before  the  Houfo, 
the  buiinefs  was  dropped. 

The  Lord  Advocate  com^X^xnti  of  the  very  thin  attendance  w^ij^i 
that  he  had  hitherto  found,  whenever  the  bill  of  paitis  and  AdvocMu 
|>cnalties  againfiSir  Thomas  Rumbold  became  the  fubjefl  of 
dilcufiion :  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  it  v;9S  (eriov^y  in- 
tended to  purfue  the  buiinefs  to  the  end  or  not  ?  If  it  was 
tlie  intention  of  the  Houfe  to  drop  it,  he  wiflied  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  that  circumftance,  and  then  he  would  not 
move  for  another  hearing  on  the  fubjeft ;  for  it  was  i  mock- 
cry  to  go  into  the  evidence  on  the  bill,  when  there  could  not 
be  kept  together  a  fufficient  number  of  members  to  make  a 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  that  to  drop  the  bill  would  be  produc-  Mr.  Fci« 
tiveof  the  moft  fatal  confequenccs;  for  it  would  convince 
the  world  that  the  moft  attrocious  mifcondud  in  India, 
would  meet  with  impunity  in  Parliament ;  and  therefore  he 
requefted  gentlemen  would,  for  the  credit,  honour  and  inter* 
eft  of  their  country,  attehd  to  the  evidence  for  and  againft 
the  bill ;  if  the  bill  ftiould  be  loft  for  want  of  attendance,  it 
would  not  clear  the  charafter  of  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  ;  on 
the  other  hand,  it  would  hold  out  this  idea  to  the  people  W$ 
India,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  expeft  redrefs  of  their 
grievances  in  England. 

Mr.  fV.  Pitt  thought  that  fome  mode  mi^ht  be  deviied  to  Mr.  w. 
enforce  attendance^  as  in  the  cafe  of  ballots  for  elefiion  ^'^^^ 
4  committtcs^ 
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committees ;  on  which'  occafions  the  Houfc  .could  not  pro« 
ceed  to  any  buiioef^  till  loo  metxfters  were  collefied ;  oor 
could  any  of  thcfe  lOo  members  depart  from  the  Houfe,  till 
the  bufinefs  of  the  bz^Hot  was  concluded. 
The  Lord  'Yht  Lord  Jdvocdte  theji  moved,  that  the  hearing  of 
^®"  *  evidence  Ihould,  be  refumeli  on  Thurfday  nextj  and  ihc 
Houfe  adjourned. 

Lord  Mait-      Lofd  Afattlartd  read  to  the  Houfe  a  petition  figned  by  fouc 
^•■^  perfon^,'  comJ>laining  of  the  Commander  in  .Chief  for  not 

hayings  at  their  Vequef^,  ordered  a  court  martial  to  try  fevc- 
ral  complaints  brought  by  them  againft  Sir  James  Lowthcr, 
for  peculation,  oppreflion,  and  other  malpractices,  while  he 
cfommanded  the  Weiloiorcland  militia.  ,  His  LordOiip  faid> 
that  the  petition  had  been  three  months  in  hand  ;  2^nd  finding 
the  allegatibus  contained  in  it  were  of  a  very  ferious  nature  ; 
and  being  informed  that  there  were  proofs  to  fupport  the  al- 
legations; he  thought  it  bis  duty  to  prefent  the., petition;  he 
therefore  moved  that  it  be  brought  up. 
M.  C6ke.        Mr.  i>.  P.  Coke  feconded  the  motion. 
General         -  General  Conway  gave,  a  very  long  b»ftory  of  the  whole 
Coflway.      biifincfs  from  its  firft  origin  in  July  lySij^doWp  tp  the  pre- 
fent day..  Before  he  was  placed  in  the  ofSc^  t^iat  he  ftiUoon- 
tinOed',  though  unworthily  to  fill,  charges  h?id  been  tranfmit- 
tcdtb  his  noble  predcc(f(ror,  agaihfl  the' honourable  Baronet, 
by  pcrfons,  fome'  of  whorfi  were  not  of  the  military  profcf- 
fion,  and  therefore,  might  not  be  thought  the  moll  proper 
profecutors  for  a' military  offence.     The  charge^  wer^  prin- 
cipally thefe  :  that  the  honourable  gentleman' had  given  falfc 
ceriiticates  of  the  raifi^ne  of  fotrip  companies  in.  his*  regi- 
ment ;  that  he  after^'ajfs  fupported  thpm  by.  falfc  niuftcrs 
and  falfe  returns,*  and  drafwing  on  the  agents  for' full  cpoipa- 
nics,  converted  great'  fums  oi  money  to  his  own  ufe;— that 
the  rcgrmcftt  was  in  rao^s  r/^hd  that  their  ^Vms'  werc^unfcr- 
liceabre/    As  fooif  aslic  oimTelf  cjimc  into  office,  he  fcnt 
direJlTons'to  the  General  of  the  dillri^  where  ibc  regiment 
theri'^ay,  to  enquire  iiito  die. foundation *of  the  charts;  the 
tcJuU  of  the  GeneralV  enquiries  lie  laiH.  before  a#  DqikI  ot 
gerxeralofficcr^,  who  were  of  opinion  that  .tncrc  was  iiotfiif^ 
ficictir  ground  for  a  trial  by  a  court- mart valV,  Jfter^^xc  tbbuglit 


A,.i:[83.  DEBATES.  68^ 

port  of  the  General  who  reviewed  fhe  regioient,  and  who 
found  it  complete,    and  'extremely  well  difciplined.     Thft    , 
charge  about  the  cloathnig  was,    if   pofGble,    ftill    more  ' 

groundlefs ;'  for  he  himfelf  faw  their  cloat^iing,  which  was 
the  fame  cloaths  as  his  own  regiment  (the  Oxford  blaes][ 
wore,  and  he  found  it  fineV  than  that  of  any  other  regiment^ 
and  fcarely  inferior  to  that  of  the  guards ;  the  lining  finer 
by  much  than  ordinary,  and  the  buttons  very  bandfome* 
There  was  a  complaint  alfo  of  bills  not  paid  ;  the  money  for 
which  the  honourable  Baronet  was  charged  with  having  ap- 
proprieted  to  his  own  ufe ;  he  himfelf  had  feen  fome  of  thefe 
bills ;  one  was  for  one  pound  fourteen  (hillings ;  another  for 
time  (hillings,'  and  another  for  five  pounds.     Now  when  thq 
honourable  Baronet's  circumftances  were  confidered,  and  (he 
expence  he  had  been  voluntarily  at  for  his  regiment,  one 
muft  laugh  at  the  idea  of  his  having  put  this  money  in  his 
pocket.     As  to  the  arms,  there  certainly  was  a  time  when 
they  were  in  a  bad  condition^  or  at  leaft  not  in  a  very  good 
one  ;  but  (his  was  not  the  honourable  Baronet^s  fault ;  they 
had  been  twenty  years  in  ufe;  and  the  honourable  Baronet 
had  applied  for  new  ones,  which  were  fent  to  him  by  fea  to 
Cumberland,  but  they  were  taken  on  the  way,  and  retaken 
by  one  of  our  Hiips ;  and  the  honourable  Baronet  himfelf 
paid  the  falvage  money  out  of  his  own  pocket.    Upon  the^ 
whole,  having  the  beft  proofs  that  the  charges  were  ground- 
lefs;  it  was  not  furprififig  that/he  (hould  not  have  fent  the^ 
honourable  Baronet  to  trial  ^'  and  he  was  not  a  little  furprif- 
ed,  that  the  noble  Lord  having  had  th«  petition  in  his  pof-' 
feffion  three  months,  did  not  ptefent  it  fooner ;  and  before 
the  regiment  was  difbanded. 

Sit  James  Lowther  then  entered  into  a  defence  of  himfelf:  sir  Jamst 
he  firu  drew  a  piflure  of  his  own  circumftances,  and  thofe    °*^'*^'' 
of  his  accufers ;  the  principal  of  whom  was  one  Jackfon, 
an  apothecary  of  Whitehaven,  who  had  no  coaneflion  with 
Weftmorcland  :  a  man  of  no  property  in  a  town  where  *•  I 
am,  faid  Sir  James,  the  owner  of  the  land,  fire,  and  water;, 
a  town  which  grew  under  the  foftering  care  of  my  family, 
who  found  not  a  houfe  there,  but  left  it  in  fo  flourifliing  a 
condition,  that  it  now  contains  i6,ooa  inhabitants,  and  has 
300  (hips  conftantly  employed."     He  claimed  the  merit  of 
having  got   his  men   for  three  guineas  and  two  guineas   a  ' 

man ;  fo  that  be  did  not  interfere  with  the  recruiting  of  the 
army  :  be  made  to  his  officers  a  prefent,  out  of  his  oiv»' 
pockety  of  the  expenccs  they  bad  bven  at  in  raifing  their 

men ; 
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men  1  lie  paid  3CX>].  to  Mr.  Rice,  the  mniic  ixiafier,  for 
teaching  his  regimental  band  to  play,  and  for  mafical  ioftro- 
meAtt :  after  this  he  little  thought  that  he  fhould  be  accufcd 
of  peculation. ,  It  is  impoi&ble,  and  indeed  it  is  Qnneccirary 
CO  follow  him  through  his  defence ;  it  is  fufficienc  to  (^y, 
that  he  proved  to  demonftration,  that  there  was  not  the  Icaft 
ground  for  any  one  of  the  charges  contained  in  the  petition. 
In  the  courfe  of  his  defence,  he  dwelt  much  00  the  poverty 
of  foqtse  of  his  acculcrs,  and  feemed  to  infer,  from  that  dr- 
cumft^oce,  that  they  were  the  more  capable  of  calumaiating. 
Here  he  was  called  to  order  by 
»r  Chailei  Sir  Cbarkf  Turner^  who  woold  not  fuffer  facb  reflefiions 
T«rfKr.  ^^  jjjp  ^ji  xxipon  the  poor ;  none  would  ever  petition  that 
Houie^  if  they  were  to  be  condemned  for  their  poverty ; 
\  *and  as  that  was  the  place  where  a  poor  unproteded  man  h^d 

Oie  beft  chance  to  obtain  juftice  againft  the  rich  and  power- 
ful, be  declared  he  would  ever  lean  in  favour  of  the  poor, 
.     againft  the  rich,  as  far  as  juflice  would  permit  him* 
Iffr.Foi.         Mr.  Fox  paid  many  compliments  to  his  noble  friend  who 
ip^de.the  motion  for  bringing  up  the  petition,  and  afcribed 
to  him  the  moft  patriotic  intentions ;  but  ftill  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  fuch  petitions  being  brought  to  that  Houfe,  becauie 
It  would  in  the  end  become  a  court  of  appeal  from  every 
man  who  (hauld  think  he  had  caufe  of  complaint  agiinft  % 
court  martial  or  a  court  of  enquiry.     He  profeflfed  hiD^felf 
to  be  perfeOly  well  fatisfied  with  the  honourable  BaroQet*s 
defence ;  and  he  hoped  his  noble  friend  would  not  prefs  the 
petition  on  the  Houfe. 
IM  Mtit;r      Lorr^  Maitland  faid  his  reafon  for  nol  prefenting  the  peti- 
'*^*  tion  fooner,  was  that  he  waited  till  the  government  of  the 

counrry  was  fettled  :  he  faid  alfo,  tha(  he  held  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  prefent  the  petition  of  the  pooreft  maq  in  the  king* 
dom ;  but  ftill  without  pledging'bimfclf  for  the  truth  of  mc 
allegation. 

Mr,  Alderman  Townfhend,  ^Mr.  Martin,  and  Captain 
Keith  Stewart  faid  a  few  words.  The  queftion  was  at  laft 
put  on  the  motion  for  bringing  up  the  petition,  when  it 
palTed  in  the  negative^  nem.  con.  and  the  Hov^  ^i^journcd, 

M^  6. 

The  call  of  the  Houfe  ftanding  for  this  day,  there  was  an 
uncommonly  numerous  attendaiKe  of  members ;  from  ap- 
pcarance  there  could  not  have  l^eo  fewer  than  live  hundred 

prcfcni 
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the  Houfe  was  hot  called  over  until  about  a  quarter  before 
lix  o'clock;  as  foon  as  the  clerk  had  done  calling  over -the 
Dames, 

Mr.  JV.  Pht,  feeing  Lord  Nbrth  In  bis  place,  1-ofc  to  put  Mr.w.pitt. 
a  queftion  to  him :  it  was  reported,  he  faid,  that  the  noblei 
Lord  remained  in  that  Houfe  only  for  the  purpofe  of  oppo- 
iing  the  propoficion  that  he  intended  to  make  td-ttiorrow  :  if 
the  noble  Lord  had  this  buHnefs  fo  much  at  heart,  he  would 
afk  him  whether  he  would  codfent  that  the  Houfe  fhould  r&« 
folve  itfelf  to-morrow  into  a  Committee,  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  refolutions  that  he  fhould  have  the  honour  to 
propofe :  for  his  own  part,  he  preferred  a  difcuffion  in  a 
committee  to  that  in  a  Houfe,  becaufe  iii  the  former  there 
was  a  greater  freedom  or  latitude  of  debate* 

Lord  North  faid,  that  to  fpread  a  report  that  he  remained  Lord  Noith* 
in  that  Houfe  for  any  one  particular  purpofe,  was  very  in- 
decent ;  it  became  not  him  to  fay,  when  he  fhould  be  called 
to  the  other  Houfe,  or  whether  he  ever  fhould  be  honoured 
with  a  feat  in  it ;  to  call  him  to  it  lay  in  the  power  and  will 
of  others  ;  and  therefore  he  could  not  fay  that  he  fhould  be 
removed  from  the  Houfe  in  which  he  was  then  fpeaking  ; 
but  whether  his  flay  in  it  fliould  be  Ihort  or  long,  he  would 
always  do  his  duty,  and  give  his  opinion  freely  on  every  {uh^ 
jeft  that  fhould  come  before  him.  As  to  the  qncftion  put  to 
him  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  would  give  this 
anfwer  to  it,  that  for  one,  he  would  not  ronfcnt  ihat  the  re* 
folutions  which  the  right  honourable  gentlcmnn  intended  to 
make  to-morrow^  fhould  be  difculTed  in  a  committee  ;  for  to 
confent  to  fuch  a  thing,  would  in  fome  meafure  amount  to  an 
approbation  of  the  principle  of  making  a  reform  in  the 
Houfe,  to  which  he  would  not,  at  leaft  for  the  prefcnt,  give 
his  vote.  There  might  perhaps  be  fome  imperfections  in  the 
prcfent  ftate  of  reprefcntation  ;  but  this  was,  in  his  opinion, 
an  improper  time  to  enter  upon  a  reform* 

Mr.  P<nvys  was  going  to  fpeak,  but  the  Speaker  informed  Mr.  Powyi* 
him,  that  as  there  was  no  queflion  before  the  Houfe,  it 
would  be  diforderly  to  enter  into  a  debate  :  Mr,  Powys  ob- 
fcrved,  that  he  was  tQO  infignificant  a  member  to  be  attended 
to  ;  but  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  might  fpeak 
without  running  the  rifk  of  being  interrupted.  Here  there 
was  an  uninterreflingcooverfation  about  order. 

Governor  Johnftom  wondered  that  the  right  honourable  Go^.  John- 
niember  had  not  flated  the  nature  of  his  propofitions  :  for  ^^'^^* 
his  part,  he  would  oppofe  any   motion  for  a  committee^ 
.     Vol..  IX.  4S  until 
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Mr.  Pitt. 


General 
Smith. 


The  Lord 
Advocate. 


until  he  fliould  know  what  proportions  were  to  be  diicufled 
in  ir, 

Mr.  Pitt  faid  he  did  not  like  to  let  his  propofitioos 
be  known,  until  he  (hpuld  move  them,  that  they  might  not 
be  prejudged. 

General  Smith  defired  to  be  informed  when  the  learned 
Lord  in  his  eye  (Lord  Advocate)  intended  to  move  for  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  regulating  the  goyernment  of 
India. 

The  Lord  jidvocate  replied,  that  he  muft  firft  learn  with 
tvhat  name  he  fhould  move  to  have  the  blank  filled  up  that 
he  had  left  for  the  name  of  the  vi^vf  Governor  General :  when 
government  (hould  have  made  up  their  minds  on  the  fubjeA, 
he  would  then  move  for  the  fecond  reading. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  hear  evidence  in  behalf  of 
Sir  Thomas  Rumbold. 
M.W.Pitt.  Mr.  W.  Pitt  faid,  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  move  on 
fome  other  day,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  not  be  at  liberty  to 
proceed  in  this  buHnefs,  unlefs  there  fliould  be  fixty  members 
prefent ;  and  that  if  at  any  time  the  number  (hould  fall  un- 
der fixty,  then  the  Houfe  fbould  be  obliged  to  adjourn,  and 
not  be  at  liberty  to  proceed  in  any  buiinefs  the  next  day, 
until  fixty  members  fliould  be  afiemblcd,  and  (hould  fit  to 
hear  evidence. 

May  7« 

PARLIAMENTARY      REFORM. 

An  immenfe  concourfe  of  people  afiembled  early  in  the 
lobby  and  avenues  leading  to  the  Houfe  ;  the  gallery  was  foil 
.before  twelve  o'clock  ;  and  yet  the  bufinefs  which  attraded 
tiie  attention  of  ihe  public,  did  not  begin  till  a  quarter  after 
four  !  Before  Mr.  Pitt  rofe,  feveral  petitions  were  prefcntcd 
'  to  the  Houfe  from  various  deicriptions  of  pcrfons,  praying 
for  a  reformation  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  par- 
liament ;  one  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Ma(ham,  from  ibc 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Kent;  another  from  freeholders, 
whofe  freeholds  lie  in  the  city  of  London ;  a  third  was  pre- 
fented by  Mr.  Byng,  from  the  houfcholders  of  the  Towcf 
Hamlets ;  and  a  fourth  by  Mr.  Fox,  from  the  eledors  of 
Weftminfter.  After  all  thefc  petitions  had  been  rcccifcd 
and'  read,  and  all  the  other  petitions  ot  Che  fame  fubjcA, 
which  had  been  prefented  during  the  preceding  moolb,  had 
2  been 
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been  brought  into  the  Houfe  by  die  clerk^  and  laid  on  the 
floor  near  the  table, 

Mr.  W.  Pitt  rofe  to  open  the  bufinefs,  the  expeftation  of  Mr.w.pitt 
which  had  collefled  fuch  numbers  of  members  and  flrangcrs 
in  the  Houfe ;  and  here  it  will  not  be  improper  to  obferve, 
that  though  there  was  much  reafoning,  and  ingenious  argu- 
inent  difplayed  in  the  debate  of  the  day,  there  was  no  no* 
velty  to  amufe  the  hearer,  or  diverfify  a  fubjeft,  which  by 
having  been  frequently  difcuflfed  before,  could  be  inrerefting 
in  (carcely  any  thing  elfe  than  the'  divifion,  which  was  to 
wind  it  up.  Mr.  Pitt  declared,  that  in  his  life  he  had 
never  felt  more  embarrafsment,  or  more  anxiety  than  he  felt 
at  that  moment,  when  for  his  country's  good,  he  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  difcovcr,  and  lay  before  the  Houfe,  the  im^ 
perfedions.of  that  conflitucion  to  which  every  Englifliman 
ought  to  look  up  with  reverential  awe ;  a  conftitution  which, 
while  it  continued  fuch  as  it  was  framed  by  our  anceftors, 
was  truly  called  the  produ£lion  of  the  moil  confummatc 
wifdom  :  raifed  by  that  conftitution  to  greatnefs  and  to  glo* 
ry^  England  had  been  at  once  the  envy  and  the  pride  of  the 
world :  Europe  was  taught  by  experience  that  liberty  wa9 
the  foundation  of  true  greatnefs ;  and  that  while  England  re- 
mained under  a  government  perfcdtly  free,  (he  nevxr  failed 
to  perform  exploits  that  dazzled  the  neighbouring  nations. 
To  him,  he  did  alTure  the  Houfe,  it  was  interefting,  indeed 
interefting  and  awful  beyond  all  power  of  defcription.  He 
wiflied^  however,  the  Houfe  to  view  the  ardupus  and  very 
difHculti  talk  he  had  ventured  to  undertake  in  its  true  light. 
No  man  faw  that  glorious  fabric,  the  conftitution  of  this 
country,  with,  more  admiration,  nor  with  more  reverence^' 
than  himfelf;  he  beheld  i^  with  wonder,  with  veneration^ 
and  with  gratitude ;  it  gave  an  Engliihman  fuch  dear  and 
valuable  privileges,  or  he  might  fay,  fuch  advantageous  and 
dignified  prerogatives,  that  were  not  only  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  fubjeds  of  every  other  nation,  but  afforded  us  a  de- 
gree of  happinefs  unknown  to  thofe  who  lived  under  govern* 
men* 8  of  a  nature,  lefs  pregnant  with  principles  of  liberty  ; 
indeed  there  was  no  form  of  government  on  the  known  fur- 
face  of  the  globe,  that  was  fo  nearly  allied  to  perfe£t  freci- 
dom.  But  a  melancholy  feries  of  events,  which  had  eclip- 
fed  the  glory  of  Britain,  exhibited  a  reverfe  of  fortune, 
which  could  be  accounted  for  only  upon  this  principle,  that 
during  the  laft  fifteen  years,  there  bad  been  a  deviation  from 
the  principles  of  that  happy  conftitution^  under  which  the 
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■  began  to  look  at  the  ftatc  of  parliamentary  rep  re  ft  oration, 
the  fteps  they  had  taken  to  procure  fotnc  remedy  for  ihc  iiw 
edequacy  which  theyldlfcovcrcd,  the  degree  of  their  legard 
and  of  fucccfs  that  their  endeavours  had  met  with,  and  what 
it  was,  that  particularly  occafioned  him  to  rife  at  that  mo- 
moment,    in  fopport  of  ilieir   petitions.     He  faid,  to  give 

-  the  Houfe  to  under Aand  hU  thfrecircumdances,  he  need  oolf 
advert  to  the  hiflory  6f  a  few  years  recently  oaft  ;  a  hiflory 
which  he  would  touch  upon  as  Ihortly  as  pofliMc,  becaoie  it 
was  not  only  a  niofl  melancholy  pi^ure  of  calamitous  and 
difgraccful  events,  but  becaufc  it  was  lb  extremely  dijEcult  to 
mention  it  in  any  fhape,  that  would  not  ap|icar  invidioai 
end  perfonat.  Hcthenftated  that  thedifaftrout  confcquen- 
ces  of  the  American  war,  the  immenle  expenditure  ct  tlie 
public  money,  the  conl'etjucnt  heavy  burden  of  taxes,  and 
the  preffure  of  all  the  collateral  difhcoliics  produced  by  the 
foregoing  circumflances,  put  the  people  out  of  temper  by 
little  and  little,  and  at  lafl  provoked  them  to  *'  turn  their 
eyci  inward  on  themfelves,"  in  order  to  fee  if  there  was  Dot 
Something  radically  wrong  at  home,  that  was  the  cKicf 
caufe  of  all  the  evils  they  felt  from  their  misfortunes  abroad. 
Searching  for  the  internal  fources  of  their  foreign  fatalities, 
they  naturally  turned  their  attention  to  the  conftituiion  un- 
der which  they  lived,  and  to  the  praSice  of  it.  Ujion 
looking  to  that  Houfe,  they  found  that  by  length  of  time, 
by  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  undue  influence,  and  from 
other  caufes,  the  fpirit  of  liberty  and  the  powers  of  check 
and  cdntroul  upon  the  Croi^n  and  the  executive  govern- 
ment, were  greatly  lelfened  and  debilitated.  Hence  eli- 
iROurs  fprung  up  without  doors,  and  hence,  as  was  perfcftl^ 
natural,  in  the  moment  of  aniciety,  to  procure  an  adequate 
and  a  fit  remedy  to  a  pra£tical  grievance,  a  Ipiric  of  fpeca* 
lation  went  forth,  and  a  variety  of  fchemes  founded  in  vi- 
lionary  and  imprafticable  ideai  of  reform,  were  fudiJenly 
produced.  It  was  not  for  him,  he  laid,  with  anhallowcd 
bands  to  touch  the  venerable  pile  of  the  conftitutlon,  and 
deface  the  fabric  ;  to  fee  it  (land  in  need  of  repair  was  fuf- 
£cicntly  melancholy  ;  but  the  more  he  revered  it,  th^  more 
he  willed  to  fccure  its  duration  to  the  tateft  polleriiy,  the 

K eater  he  felt  the  neceffity  of  guarding  againfl  its  decay, 
novations  were  at  all  times  dangerous ;  and  ffiould  DtHt 
be  Bttcroptcd,  but  when  ncc?U3ty  called  for  them.    Upoa 
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^his  principle  he  had  given  up  the  idea  which  he  fuggefted 

xo  the  Houfc  laft  year  ;   and  therefore  his  objeA  at  prefcnt 

^^as  not  to  innovate,  but  rather  to  renew  and  invigorate  the 

Ipirit  of  the  conftitution,  without  deviating  materially  from 

its  preftnt  form.     When  he  fubmitted  this  fubjeft  to  the 

coniideration  of  the  Houfe  laft  year,  he  was  told,  that  the 

fubjcfV  ought  not  to  be  difcuflcd  amidft  the  din  of  arms ;  the 

obje£bion  was  not  then  without  its  force ;  but  at  prefent  it 

could  not  be  renewed,  as  we  were  happily  once  more  in  the 

enjoyment  of  the  bieflings  of  peace.     This  therefore  was  a 

proper  time  to  enter  upon  the  bufinefs  of  a  reformation, 

which  every  man,  who  gave  himfelf  a  moment's  time  to 

think,  muft  he  fatisfied  was  abfolutely  neceffary. 

An  Englifliman,  who  (hould  compare  the  flourifliing  ftate 
of  his  country  fome  twenty  years  ago,  with  the  ftateof 
humiliation  in  which  he  now  beholds  her,  muft  be  convin- 
ced, that  the  ruin  which  he  now  deplores,  having  been 
brought  on  by  flow  degrees,  and  almoft  imperceptibly, 
proceeded  from  fomething  radically  wrong  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  ;  of  the  cx.ftence  of  a  radical  error  no  one  feemed  to 
doubt ;  nay,  almoft  till  were  fo  clearly  fatisfied  of  it,  that 
various  remedies  had  been  devifed  by  thofe  who  wifhcd  moft  . 
heartily  to  remove  it.  The  Houfc  itfelf  had  difcovered 
that  a  fecret  influence  of  the  Crown  was  fapping  the  very 
foundation  of  liberty  by  corruption  :   the  influence  of  the  ' 

Crown  bad  been  felt  within  thofe  wal.ls,  and  had  often  been 
^  found  ftrong  enough  to  ilifle  the  fenfe  of  duty,  and  to  over* 
rule  the  propofitions  made  to,  fatisfy  the  wiflies  and  defirct 
of  the  people :  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (in  former  Parlia- 
iDents)  had  been  bafe  enough  to  feed  the  influence  that  en- 
slaved its  members;  and  thus  was  at  one  time  the  parent 
and  the  ofFbpring  of  corruption.  This  influence,  however, 
had  rifen  to  fuch  a  height,  that  men  were  aihamed  anV 
longer  to  deny  its  exiftence,  and  the  Houfc  had  at  length 
been  driven  to  the  oeceflity  of  voting  that  it  ought  to  be 
diminiflied.  Various  were  the  expedients  that  had  been 
thought  of,  in  order  to  effeft  fo  falutary  a  purpofe,  as  was 
that  of  guarding  againft  this  influence  ;  of  ihutting  againft 
it  the  doors  of  that  Houfe,  where  if  it  once  got  footing, 
after  the  refolution  alluded  to,  liberty  could  no  longer  find 
an  afylum  :  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  which,  according  to 
the  true  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  (hould  be  the  guardian  of 
the  people's  freedom,  the  conftitutional  check  and  coctroul 
OV?r  the  executive  power^  would^  through  this  influence, 
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folvc  the  borought,  he  would  endeavour  to  defeat  the  cffcA 
of  undue  intlucnce  in  them,  by  introducing  and  eftablifhiog 
a  counterbalance,  that  Ihould  keep  it  down,  and  prevent  it 
from  ruining  the  country.  This  brought  him  oaturaDy  lo 
the  ihirj  expcdienr,  that  he  had  often  heard  mentioned, 
which  was,  to  add  a  certain  number  of  members  to  the 
'  Houfe,  who. Ihould  be  returned  by  the.coumie*  aod  the 
metropolii.  It  wai  unnecclTary  for  him  to  fay,  that  the 
county  members  in  general  were  almoft  nccedarily  Uken 
from  that  clafs  and  defcription  of  gcmlcmen  the  Jcafl  liable 
to  the  fedu£tion  of  corrupt  influence,  the  moil  deeply  ioie- 
j'cfted  in  the  liberty  and  profperity  of  the  couatry,  and 
confeqaently  the  moft  likely  to  purfue  fuch  meafum  ai  ap- 

f:ar  to  them  the  moft  falutary  to  their  country  ;  in  the 
aadi  of  fuch'men  the  liberties  of  their  conftituents  would 
be  fafc,  becaufe  the  iniercfts  of  fuch  reprelcntatives  aod 
the  rcprefented'muft  neccITarily  be  the  fame.  This  expe- 
dient appeared  to  him  the  oiofl  fit  to  be  adopted^  becaufe  it 
was  the  leaft  obj  e£l  ion  able ;  it  had  the  merit  of  priniiifii^  an 
effefiual  counterbalance  to  the  weight  of  the  borou^, 
without  being  an  innovation  in  the  form  of  the  conftitutioa. 
He  would  not  then  fay  what  number  of  merabcrs  ought  to 
be  added  to  the  counties ;  he  would  leave  that  to  be  infcrted 
in  a  bill,  which,  if  the  rcfolutions  he  meant  to  propofe 
fiiould  pafs,  he  intended  lo  move  for  leave  to  bring  in : 
however,  he  would  fay,  that  in  his  opinion,  the  number 
oug^t  not  to  be  under  one  hundred :  it  was  true  that  he 
thought  the  Houfe  would  then  be  more  numerous  than  he 
could  wiO) ;  but  ftilL  it  were  better  it  fhould  be  fo,  than  that 
the  liberties  of  the  country  Ihouid  be  expofcd  to  deftrudion 
from  the  baleful  influence  of  the  .Crown  in  the  boroughs. 
He  was  not,  however,  without  an  expedient,  by  dcgreci,  to 
reduce  the  number  of  members,  even  after  the  addi»on, 
down  to  nearly  the  prefent  number ;  his  expedient  was  this : 
that  whenever  it  Oiould  be  proved  before  the  tribunal  which 
happily  was  now  eflablifhcd  by  law  to  try  the  merits  of  co<i- 
tened  eteflions,  that  the  majority  of  any  borough  had  been 
bribed  and  corrupted;  the  borough  Ibouid  then  lofe  the  pri- 
vilege of  fending  members  to  parliament ;  the  corrupt  majo- 
rity Oiould  be  disf ranch! fed,  and  the  honeft  minority  be  per- 
mitted to  vote  at  elcAioos  for  knights  of  the  Ib'u'e :  by  thii 
cxpedicU 
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expedient  he  was  fore  the  boroughs  would  be  preferved  free 
from  corruption ;  or  elfe  they  muft  be  aboliflied  gradually, 
?ind  the  number  of  nnembers  of  that  houle  reduced  to  its 
prefent  ftandard.  This  disfranchiiing  of  boroughs  would  be 
the  work  of  time  ;  the  neceflity  of  disfranchiiing  any  one, 
«vhenefer  that  neceffity  Ihould  appear,  .would  fandify  the 
meafurt ;  it  would  appear  to  be,  what  in  fsL&  it  would  then 
be,  an  a£t  of  juilice,  not  of  whim,  party,  or  caprice ;  'rs 
it  would  be  founded  not  on  furmife,  but  on  the  aAual  proof 
Sf  guilt.  After  amplifying  upon  this  for  fome  time,  and 
Ihewing  that  it  was^equally  founded  in  policy  and  in  juflicc, 
he  urgently  preiTed  the  neceflity  of  fomething  being  done  in 
compliaiice  with  the  petitions  that  had  been  prefenitd,  com- 
plaining of  the  prefent  fiate  of  the  reprefentation,  and  took 
abundant  pains  to  caution  the  Houfe  againft  adopting  any 
extravagant  plans  of  reform  that  might  be  fugecfted  by  en- 
thufiaftic  fpeculatifts  on  the  one  hand,  and  obninately  refu- 
ling  to  take  any  ficp  whatever  iti  compliance  with  the  peti- 
tions, onder  a  childifh  diflike,  and  dread  of  innovation,  on 
the  other*  After  being  upon  his  legs  for  an  hour  and  forty 
minutes,  and  moft  ably  and  eloquently  urging  an  infinite  va- 
riety of  other  arguments,  which  we  have  not  power  even  to 
hint  at^  he  faid  his  firft  refolution,  he  conceived,  was, 
what  every  individual  member  would  feel  the  force  of, 
and  be  ready  to  come  into,  without  a  moment's  hefitation. 
Of  his  fecond,  he  entertained  hopes  jpretty  nearly  as  fan- 
guine,  convinced  as  he  was  of  its  propriety  and  )uflice;  and 
with  regard  to  his  thirld,  though  it  might  poffibly  meet  with 
coniiderable  oppofition,  he  was  extremely  anxious  to  obtain 
it  the  fan^tion  of  the  Houfe  ;  he  then  read  his  three  resolu- 
tions, the  fobftance  of  which  were  as  follow  : 

1.  **  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  tbdt  melftires 
were  highly  necefiary  to  be  taken  for  the  future  preventioA 
of  bribery  and  expence  at  eledioi^s.'' 

2.  "  That  for  the  future,  when  the  majority  of  voters 
for  any  borough,  who  fhall  be  conviAed  of  grols  and  noto- 
rious corruption  before  a  fele£t  committee  of  that  Houfe 
appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  any  elcAion,  fuch  borough 
fliould  be  disfranchifed,  and  the  minority  of  voters  not  fo 
convi£led  iliouM  be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  county  in  which 
fuch  thorough  fliould  be  fitQatcd«'^ 

3.  *'  That  an  addition  of  knights  of  the  fhire,  and  of 
reprefentativcs  of  the  metropolis,  (nould  be  added  to  the  ftatc 
of  the^jcprcfcntauon/' 
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ronitderaiion,  would  be  Ihe  proper  time  tor  dilcuthng  and 
deciding  on  the  number  of  knighls  of  rfie  ibire  to  be  added, 
iind  of  making  all  luch  other  regulations  and  rcllriflioiu  at 
to  the  wifdom  of  tKe  Houfe  fliould  appear  neoclTary.  He 
therefore  Olould  not  hold  any  gentleman  who  cfaofeioTOte 
for  hit  refolutiont,  if  containing  general  propoiitioiu,  to  be 
Ixinnd  and  pledged  (Vcher  to  fvpportthe  bill  he  inteadcd  to 
bring  in,  provided  the  Houlc  agreed  to  hii  prtfeflt  oiotion, 
or  to  any  claul'cs  it  night  be  fraught  with,  but  to  be  wkoll; 
at  liberty,  and  as  much  unrcflrained  in  that  refped  at  if  be 
bad  not  voted  in  fupport  of  the  refolutioos.  Before  he  Ut 
down,  he  again  earneftly  prcfTed  the  Houfe  either  to  adopt 
Iiit  propo^llion^  or  to  {uggell  fome  other  cqiutly  calcolalcd 
to  remedy  the  grievance. 
"Mr.  Dan.  ^^^  Datutfi'^t  lecoodcd  the  motion  :  he  fpoke  (b  low,  and 
coubt.  .  ilicce  was  fuch  a  buz  in  the  houfe,  that  we  could  not  dif- 
tinfily  hear  what  be  faid  ;  we  could  recoiled  however  frooi 
3  reply  made  to  one  part  of  what  fell  fioni  him,  the  (hort 
time  tie  wa«  on  his  legs,  that  he  (aid  the  propolitioat  of  tbe 
riglit  hononrablc  gcntlcmaa  Ihould  have  bit  fupport,  as  they 
met  the  wifliel  of  the  couniy  (of  York)  whida  be  had  the 
bonour  to  re|)refent, 
Mt,PtfirrK  IAt.  Powyt  iwA,  that  i^hen  he  compared  hit  poor  abiliiici 
to  Ihe  tranlceodant  powers  pf  tbe  right  honourable  gcDile* 
il>an  who  moved  the  rcl'olutioni,  and  nhen  he  leceltednl 
what  aa  pUcure  individual  he  was,  his  doubti  arolc,  and 
hii  apprehspfiooi  cncreafed.  The  beautiful  theory,  the  eki 
gaat  fpeculation,  and  the  bright  oratory  of  tbe  right  honou- 
>  "Np  gei)(lmtan,  were  a  phalanx  dreadful  to  combat;  yet 
he  bad  ^it  doubts,  he  had  hit  ohje£iions,  and  he  had  aa 
opinion  to  give.  He  entered  into  a  long  detail  of  tbe  ma- 
tim  that  infiuenced  bim  in  tbe  vote  that  he  gave  on  the 
fame  fuLje^  laft  year ;  the  principal  objeCtion  that  he  fcit 
to  the  ineafurc  propofrd  thi»  year,  which  he  waa  ready  tn 
r^y  was  the  leaft  objcCliouablc  of  all  the  expedient!  he  had 
heard  ipentioncd,  wat,  that  before  thp  rcmtdy  Qiould  be 
applied,  it  would  be  necefTary  tp  prove  two  tb>tt^;  (x^i 
that  the  evil  to  which  gentlemen  wifhed  to  apply  it,  really 
,  cxiRed;  the  other,  that  the  remedy  was  adequate  to  the 
removal  of  tbe  evil.  Now,  at  to  the  exiftcifcc  of  (be  cril, 
wbic|i  could  juftify  fucb  an  ifiiiov^Uo^  in  the  confbiHtion  u 
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was  iDtonded,  liovr  topl<^  H  be  proved  ?  And  if  pit>ved^ 
would  the  people  be  Atisfied  wkh  the  reiscdy  propofcd  ? 
The  honoarable  metuber  who  fecondcd  the  motion  faid  that 
it  met  the  idea  of  his  conftitucnts ;  but  of  this  be  had  reafon 
to  doubt  very  ftrcngW,  if  he  could  judge  from  the  jrefolu* 
tions  of  the  York  Aflocfation,  then  in  his  hand ;  wheie  he 
found  four  things  muft  be  ,done  before  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Vork  would  be  fatisfied ;  one  w^s^  the  rotten 
boroughs  (hould  be  abolifbed^  aootheri  that  a  certain  num^^ 
ber  of  knights  fliould  be  added  to  the  different  counties  j 
the  third,  that  the  Septennial  aft  fliould  be  repealed ;  and 
the  fourth,  that  the  ^ight  of  eieftion  fhould  be.  enlarged^ 
and  exttiidcid  to  others,  befides  thofe  who  now  enjoy  it : 
'hence  it  waS'  not  unreafonable  for  him  to  doubt  that  the 
preient  expedtenti  if  even  adapted  by  the  Houfc,  would 
fatisfy  that  county.  If  the  evil  conipiained  of  vvas  proved 
tealty  to  exiftj  be  was  afraid  that  this  was  an  improper  time 
to  debate  about  tlie  remedy:  this  was  not  the  moft  .proper 
4noa^ent  for  cool  deliberation ;  a  fpiric  of  fpcculatlon  had 
•gone  forth,  and  had* given  binh  to  various  fyftems  of  refor- 
mation; and  each  was.fupported  with  warmth  and  with  zeal; 
therefore  until  it  was  known  which  of  them  was  moil  agree- 
able to  the  people  at  large,  he  thought  it  would  not  be  pro« 
per  to  agitate  the  bufinefs  in  Parliament.  MilQonaries  of 
no  itfeoniiderable  rank,  had  ventured  to  fpread  very  Grange 
doftrines,  which  becaufe  they  were  plaufifolc,  and  direfted 
to  the  pafiions  of  men,  had  gained  many  profelytcs;  who 
would  hot  be  content  with  any  thing  lefs  than  having  the 
right  oFeteftioo  extended  to  all  the  men  in  England  :  the  ex-« 
pedient  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
not  iatisfy  them  :  on  the  other  hand  he  could  prove^  from 
the  refpeflable  authority  of  the  Quintuple  Alliance,  and 
Coaftitutlonal  Society,  that  this  mcafure  alone  would  not 
be  fufiicient  to  remove  the  evil  complained  of*  To  the  fenfe 
of  the  people,  whenever  he  could  difcover  it,  he  would  bow 
as  low  as* any  man;  but  ftill  without  facrificiog  his  own 
opinion,  if  he  thought  the  people  looked  for  fomething  uo- 
reafonabie,  or  what  iliould  appear  to  him  more  likely  to  be 
prejudicial  than  advantageous  to  them.  The  matter  was  not 
improperly  timed,  and  deferved  a  candid  hearing.  Firft,  it 
was  requifite  to  em^uire  what  occalioned  its  being  brought 
before  the  Houfe.  Was  it  from  the  folicita tions,  the  re- 
monftrances,    or  the  complaints  of  the   petitions  ?     No. 

4  r  *  They 


They  tvireinot  mentioned  by  tbe  rig^t  famoursible  gentle* 
.  man  as  the  ground-work  of  his  motions ;  and  yet  the  peoplc» 
or  rather  the  grievances  of  the  peorile,  were  tibat  which 
was. held  out  to  the  public  as; the  idea  under  which  this 
fchcme  of  reformation  was  hsttched.  The  petitions  were 
the  documents  ;  but  the  documents  lay  negfeSed  under  tbe 
table.  He  believed,  however^  that  this  vifionary  plsm  of 
reform,  was  well  and  .properly  fupported;  for  it  was  certain 
that  miiiionaries  of  no  uncommon  rank  had  taken  particoUr 
pains  to  animate  the  paffions  and  inflame  the  miads  of  the 
tpeople.  He  thought  it  furpriiing  that  he  had  not  hatri  the 
petitions  read  and  compared^  fo  as  to  ascertain  what  it  was 
that  die  fubfcribers  folicited  ;  and  it  was  equally  Araoge  to 
his  comprehenfion  that  the  lignatures  wercuot  counted,  fo 
as  to  make  it  known  how  they  ftbod  in  point  of  compal'iron 
with  the  great  body  of  reprefcntatives  throughout  the  whole 
kijigdom.  He  haa  mentioned  the  mijlionaries  as  an  afiive 
body  in  this  bufinefs  of  reform  ;  and  to  thofe  he  Ihottld  a<14 
a  noble  and  refpefVable  charafier,  of  high  rank  and  great 
talents,  who  was  a  mafter  mover,  and  one  of  the  main 
pillars  of  this  bafelefs  fabric  of  equal  reprefeotatipn ;  09c 
who  overlooked  the  narrow  bounds  of  prafVice,  and  dealt  10  the 
more  wide  and  ample  field  of  theory.  The  honotiraUe  gentle- 
man then,  in  the  fame  vein  of  irony,  read  a*  letter  from  (he 
noble  perfonto  whom  he  alluded  (the  Duke o£  Richmond)  ^0 
tbe  York  Committee,  on  which  he  remafktd,  as  vrell  as  op 
feme  refolutions  of  the  Quintuple  Alliance,  in  a  ftylc  of 
farcaftic  irony  that  fet  the  Houfe  in  a  roar.  He  Aid  the  cpunlj 
of  York  was  a  great  county  ;  it  had  four  diflinA  heads,  aoil 
pa  confequence  was  intitled  to  a  quadruple  degree  of  refpcA. 
An  increafe  of  its  rights  would  ftrengtben  its  ariftocracy, 
and  therefore  it  became  a  deiirable  ohjeft.  No  wonder,  then, 
that  York  was  anxious  for  the  total  ,deftroAion  of  the  bo* 
roughs,  as  that  deitruftion  would  add  wdght  to  tbe  counties. 
But  there  might  be  reafons,  reafons  which  did  not  fo  forcibly 
ftrike  him  as  they  probably  did  other  perfons.  Manchcftcr, 
Birmingham  and  Sheffield,  however,  he  was  determined  to 
heaf,  and  to  pay  particular  attention  to,  *  They  weic  great 
trading  toWns,  and  their  petitions  ought  not  to  be  iligbtly 
pafFcd  over,  in  the  ufual  manner  of  reading  the  title  and 
the  prayer.  He  faid  he  muft  havo-  the  whole  of  what  they 
contained  explicitly  and  diftin£tly  made  known  to  tjic  Houfe, 
and  for  that  purpofe  defired  the  clerk  to  read  them.  The  clerk 
.turned  over  and  over  again,  but  no  fuch  petitions  being  found, 
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he-  toIcl9Mr..Pdw}rt9  ikat^cithcF  M«aehefter,  Birmingham 
OT  Sheffield  were  ia'the  lift. — Not  io  the  lift  I  faid  Mr.  Powy  9, 
goodfiwd,  what  «a  .jnisfortune  !    The  numerous  inhabitants 
of  Mancheflcr^  Biraiiogham  and  Sheffield  xq  negle£t  this  im* 
ponantbofinefi-^^ta  feel  themfelves  outcafts  from  the  con^ 
ibtutioiii!  W^at  could ahe^  mean  ?  Pid  they  not  feel  a  decay, 
of'tbeir  trade,  ailcdine  of  their  iDdf»uf$t£tp.ries  ?  How  could 
they  eoiploy^^^irleirttro  hours  when  this  great;  fpiifit  of  Parjia* 
meitaMry  refonn  wasin  agitation,  and  negleifi  their  duty  tp 
theoifclyes,  rand  what  they  owed  to  xhc  p^y.  means  of  reftor-^ 
iog  them  tostcadr,*  wealth  and:iMippinert*l  [Thi^wfll  pointed 
irony  fet  the  Hoof&in  a-  roar.j  The  fpeeholderr  pf  the  coun- 
ty of  tlieciay  of  London  Nyere  notXo  aegltgent  oi  their  intc* 
reft-^e  begged  their  petition  might  be  read,   fit  was  read 
accordingly^  ftating  their  grievance^' in  not  hc\tig  reprefcnt* 
ed.    Tbu  Mr.  Powysfaid,  was  a  fad^calb  indeed;  .yet  h^ 
was^glad .  to  find  that  there  was  fomething.  like  4  felfiih  feel^ 
ing  in  thofeiwho  remained  within  Temple «bar,  and  thjif  ^h? 
city  was  not  yet  deferted.    Indeed,  oflatctbe  reprefetuatio^ 
of  apolent  freeholders,  was  eutfide  Temple  bar,  as  well  as 
within,  yc^he  was  happy  to  find  that  they  loved  ia  multi^ 
plicity.  of  voters  fo  affectionately  as  to  pray  for  a  triple  powd- 
er of.fufCdagc — Liverymen,'  freeholders,,  and  citisseas^. of 
Weftminftcr.^^Tfae  petition  from  the  iahabitanu  of  l|le.U(^ 
ter  place  did  not  forcibly  in  his  mind  carry  fo  ^ach  y^eight 
a»  that  of  other  cities  and  counties.    They  bad  no  <;a\^fe  of 
complatat,'  for  the  great  land  powerful  abilities  of  their  repre- 
fentacives  made  .them  full  and  ample  amends  for  the'defeft 
in  their  right  of  ele£lion.  '     ; 

It  had  bedn  mentioned  how  happy,  hpw.virtuoi^s,  bqwcbafte 
v/e  were  once  in  our  reprcfenUtion,  and  thefe^halcyon  daya 
had  been  dwelt  on  with  particular  emphafis,  and  dc9coi;ated 
with^Lthe  flowers  of  oratory.  But,  as  his  memory  (ailed 
him, at  times,  he  fhould  be  happy  to  h%ve  it  reminded  io 
him  in  what  reign  .that' ustcorrupted  ami  yirtuoqs  repr^fen- 
ration  was,  and  at  what  period  of  hiftory  that  pcrk&  equa* 
lization  exifted.  A  right  annexed  to  property  wasa Jenous 
matter  of  confideration,  before  that  right  was  altered,  or  that* 
poperty  invaded^  .an  enouiry  into  taxation  feemcd>requifite 
befoie  any  thing,  concluiive  on  this  fjjFCZt  bufinefs  ought  to 
be  decided.  He  confidered  the  political  and  moral  world  'm 
the  fame  pcnnts  of  view;  and  that  in  each,  men  were  free 
agents,  aiid  only  accountable  ta  thof^  from  whom  they 
derived  theirrxiftencc.     He  did  nor„  he  faid,  recollect  any 
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«nat  had  been  laic  or  her  inmmities  aiM  ber  iUte  of  dcdine 
forfb  many  jcin  paft  wat  cnic,  &e  nuft  ha»e  bad  one  of 
tttcArangeft  conft'iTiniont  in  (he  worU,  (o  loag  'to  htw-pre- 
ftrvcd  herfelf  from  deftruAion.  Parttsmest,  xt  h  MUKftD 
«M  and  flitt  contiiracd,  Had  brevgat  about  4be  nvdnMo, 
aad:benrasfofatitgtcI  wifhtbitwork,  he  woirid  not -wib  to 
fee  it  iMw-mcM)dlc<l;  Nov- mods) ling  pot  bim  Jamni  of 
k-perlbo  whhalamc  leg;,  "walking  the  ftraet,  andacoaftcd 
l^  another  perfim  who  porpqfed  to  care  bin,  if  he  would 
permit  Um- to  apply  a  rooted^.  The  laiuc  maa  aafawerf, 
that  he  wanted  no  cure — bis  iifeSt  wat  natural ;  yet  it  dtd  aot 
prereot  biiD  from  pet^Kining  hU  duty  a*  a  citizen,  charcb* 
warden,  a  clergyman,  orafl!(itttia<A(ier.'  He  ofrdit  for 
fort^yean  in-its  ftate  a*  it  appeared,  aod  fbancl  tt  aofwcr  all 
h\%  purporD>''t.  A9  to  the  pnitionen,  be  looked:' npoo-tholc 
who  read  and  vndefdooJ  what  they  Agncd,  to  be  uimcd 
•with  a  fpirit  of  fpeculaiion,  and  to  have  nuftakes  tfaeeoci 
Jliftnioh  of'  their  country.  I^be  jealoufiei  in  Kfweicntatxm 
"Wera  ill  ^fonnded  he  waa-  coiWain ;  and  new  nooddlii^  the 
great  fabric  of  our  libbrtiei  was  a  dangeroas  triaU  He  faid 
fle  wMaS'indcpendCht  atany  Aan,  loved  hbeonatry  dearly, 
^Dtl'wcHild'f^itb  his  life  and-  fortune  fuppott  it.  Bat  ai  all 
Tcfbrms  which  touched  a  pare  of  the  conftitnton  that  flood 
the  teft  8f  time,  were  to  him  highly  improper ;  fo  belhsuld 
give  his  negative  to  the  pretcm  rciblation;  oat  he  fiMold 
do  it  in  that  manner  leaft  offcnlive  to  the  great  charafter 
which  introduced  them.  Therefore  be  fhonld  move  the 
order  Of  the  day.  Tliere  Was  one  obfcnration  more  he 
wiflied  to  make.  .DJtfranchilinG;  borought,  bccaulc  the 
greater  |Kirt'w»  corrupt,  'appeared  to  bira  a  imnifhmcDt  oa 
the  innocent  as  well  as  a  cbaftifemcnt  to  toe  guil<^,  and 
therefore  ilid  not  meet  hit  caneafrence.  The  unofibiidiiig 
^minority,  according  to  Eritifh  juftice,  ought  not  CD  fac  in- 
cluded with  the  culpable  majority 
.>*t.T.Pitt.  Mr.  7".  Pitt  faid,  that  the  Hon fc  having  tad olged  him 
upon  a  former  ocdiion  with  an  opportuaiw  of  ddiveiiag 
bis  Tentiments  at  large  upon  the  fubicAof  altering  thcftaR 
of -the  rcprefentation,  he  did  not  wilhio  have  troubled  tbem 
again,  and  (hould  have  gladly  contented  bim^lf  with  a 
filent  vote,  if  the  refolutioni  now  ppopofed  by  bii  woftby 
friend,  were  not  ejHremcly  different  from  the  projwfiiion 
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that  he  cettatnly  could  have  wiihed,  that  whatever  altera-    . 
tions  were  to  take  place  could  have  been  brought  od  at  a 
time,  when  inen*s  tniads  were  lefs  heated  by  fpeculative  opi- 
nions ;    that  however  he  ccftfld  not  but  congratulate   that 
Houfe,  and  the  country  in  general,  that  thefe  dangerous 
doArines  were  difavowed  by  a  perfon  of  the  weight  of  the 
right  hooourable    mover  of  thefe  refolutions,  as   well  in 
what  he  had  fo  ably  ftated  in  his  opening,  as  in  the  propo- 
lltions  themfelves  ;  which  if  adopted  by  the  Houfe,  would 
iland  as  the  ftrongeft  proteft  againft  thefe  wild  (peculations. 
That  an  honourable  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Powys)  had  readfuch 
cxtrafls  from  fome  of  thelc   incendiaries,  as  could  not  fail 
to  make  known  the  tendency  of  their  tenets;  that  he  had 
never  thought,  with  all  thciiiduftry  that  had  been  ufed,  that 
fuch  opinions  had  extended  Very  far  in  the  body  of  the  peo* 
ple ;  and  that  he  was  convinced,  that  even  by  the  interval 
of  afew  months  they   had  already  vifibly  fuJDlided  amongft 
many  of  the  mod  zealous.     That  many  doctrines  which  arc 
feized  at  iirft  with  enthufiafm,  give  way  to  cool  reilefiion 
and  inveiligation ;  and  that  he  really  believed  the  people  of 
Lngland  at  large,  did  not  at  that  moment  call  for  any  alte- 
ration wbatfoevcr ;  at  the  fame  time  it  could  not  be  denied, 
that  there  was  a  fpirit  abroad  of  difcontent  and  innovation, 
which  deferved  to  be  taken  into  coniider&tion  upon  the  pre- 
fcnt  qucfiion;  that  if  it  were  confined  only  to  a  few  viliona- 
ries  of  little  confequence,  it  might  not  be  fo  important ;  but, 
'  that  when  a  perfon  high  in  office,  of  the  iiril  talents  in  the 
country,  and  who,  though  his  modefty  might  decline  the 
compliment,  was  univerfally  looked  up  to  as  the  only  pre- 
fent  Minifter  of  the  country,  had  fo  folcmnly  pledged  him- 
felf  to  his  conftituents,  as  defirous  to  throw  all  poflibic  weight 
into  the  fcale  of  the  people,  he  thought  fuch  a  fpirit  deferv- 
ed a  very  ferious  attention.     That  for  his  part,  he  was  bred 
up  in  a  veneration  for  the  principles  of  a  well-balanced, 
limited,    and  mitigated  monarchy-;  which  he  had  always 
thought  to  be  the  principle  of  the  firitifli  conftitution  :  and 
that  as  on  the  one  hand  he  fhould  dread  a  Minifter,  who 
(hould  dare  to  own  an  intention  of  throwing  all  pofiib!e 
power  into  the  fcale  of  the  crown ;  fo  he  fhould  carefully 
ieparate  himfelf  from  one  who  avowed  his  intentions  of 
throwing  all  power  into  the  fcale  of  the  people.    That  he 
well  knew  that  the  external  forms  of  a  government  might 
remain,  and  yet  the  virtue  and  effence  of  that  government 
might  be  totally  changed  either  from  cafual^  or  permanent 
VOL.  IX.  4  U  caufes. 
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caufes.  Tluit  for  example,  though  the  forms  of  Parliaiiitfit 
might  remain  zmong  us,  yet  if  an  artful  Mimftcr  (heUl 
deceive  the  ear,  and  abufe  the  confidence  of  the  prince  upon 
the  throne,  and  find  ineaas  through  the  factions  and  cor* 
Tuptions,  to  (Irengthen  his  authority  againft  the  fcofc  of  all 
•  mankind;  and  the  experience  of  the  calamities  which  hift 
mif*government  might  draw  year  after  year  upon  the  cooo^ 
try,  ifluch  abad  Minifter  could  maintain  his  power,  in 
defiance  of  the  independcnit  part  of  Parliament,  and  of  the 
nation ;  he  fhould  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  that  fnch  a  go* 
vernment  whilft  it  Ufled,  was  fo  far  forth  an  abftilate  mo* 
sa'rchy  ;  perhaps  the  more  abiblute  as  wearing  the  maik  of 
liberty, 

If  on  the  other  hand,  in  fuch  a  conftitutioD  as  can,  tbe 
force  of  cabal  and  fadion  coutJ  at  any  time  feise  upon  the 
executive  power  againft   the  fcnfc  of  the  Prince  and  of  the 
people  ;  if  the  titubr  monarch  could  be  fo  reduced  as  to  have 
no  choice  in  the  appointment  of  his  Minifters ;  no  voice  as 
to   the  meafures  they  were  to  purfue  ;  no   free-will  as  to 
granting  or  withholding  the   graces  and   favours    cf  tbe 
Crown  ;  in  (hort,  that  there  (hould  remain  nothing  to  fatui 
but  the  painful  pre-eminence  of  fuffering  daily  infults  upon 
the  throne,  he  (hould  not  fcruple  to  call  fuch  a  government 
a  republic,  and  a  republic  of  the  worft  fort.     That  if  the 
caufes  of  fuch  extremes  were  temporary,  the  mifehiefs  would 
be  temporary  al(b ;  they  were  no  more  than  the  vibrations 
of  a  pendulum  from  fide  to  fide,  which  would  fooa  fettle  in 
its  centre  of  gravity,  when  it  was  no  longer  a&ed  tspon  by 
the  tranfient  circumftances  with  which  it  had  been  affcded ; 
but  the  conftitution  once  altered,  the  caufe  might  then  be- 
come permanent,  and  if  fuch  evils  flowed  from  permanent 
caufes,  we  fhould  then,  indeed,  become  hopeiefs  of  a  re- 
medy unlefs  by  other  revolutions,  which  mi^t  perpetually 
change  and  vary  the  nature  and  eflence  of  our  governmeoc. 
That  upon  the  whole,  if  any  one  Ihoold  aflc  him  whether 
there  were  any  new  evils  which  induced  a  necelSty  of  any 
change,  he  was  ready  to  acknowledge  that  he  faw  no  fuch 
necemty.    If,  howevtr,  he  was  to  give  his  opinion  honeftly 
and  fincerely,  whether  the  addition  of  one  Knight  of  the 
fhire  to  each  county  would  be  to  tbe  advantage  or  detrtmeat 
of  the  reprefentation,  he  (hould  not  faefitate  to  declare  it  as 
bis  opinion,  that  the  representation  wevld  be  benefited  by  it. 
7bat,  however,  it  was  a  matter  of  opiaioni  it  |ias  in  the 
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nature  of  an  etperiment  upon  a  delicate,  tbaugh  a  healthy 
patient ;  that  he  (houtd  be  forry  therefore  to  fee  the  remedy 
adrointftered  in  too  ftrong  a  dof^.    Experience,  which  is 
better  than  all  the  theory  In  the  world,  had  proved  to  us^ 
that  though  we  might  probably  be  the  better  for  fuch  aa 
augmeiitation,  we  could  certainly  cxift  to  every  good  par* 
ppie  without  it.    That  he  could  not|  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  approved  of  fuch  an  experiment,  even  in  the  prefeot  mo* 
meot,  deny  the  Weight  of  fgch  arguments  as  were  founded 
upon  the  unreafodable  fpirit  of  innovation,  which  certainly 
his  honourable  friend  could  not  fuppofe  it  was  in  his  power 
to  fatisfv  by  fuch  conceffions  as  tnofe,  or  indeed  by  any 
praQicaole  reform  whatever.    The  clamour  would  not  be 
apptafed  by  it  among  thofe  who  are  the  ioudeft  in  their  calls 
for  alterations;   he  wilhed  therefore  fincerely,  that  ibmt 
fuch  plan  h^d  already  taken  place  ifi  times  of  mote  calm  aqd 
fober  judgment.     However,  that  It  ftiogid  be  duly  weighed 
on  the  other  fide,    whether  the  dignity  and  wifdom   of 
Parliament  would  not  be  beft  coofulted  at  fuch  a  time,  hf 
yielding  as  far  as  it  was  iit  for  them  to  yield,  aiid  by  with«> 
Handing  afterwards  what  it  was  their  duty  to  withftand ;  that 
tiiere  was  every  poffible  difference  between  firronefs  and  ob^ 
flinacy  ;  that  the  one  was  grounded  in  reafon  and  the  iitoefs 
of  things ;  the  other  in  paffion  and  prejudice.    That  for  his 
part,  if  the  propofition  was  in  itfelf  fubverfive  of  the  coo- 
ftitution,  he  Ihould  refift  it,  though  the  table  were  loaded 
with  petitions  ;    if  it  were  reafonable  and  fafe  he   (hould 
adopt  It,  though  there  were  not  a  fingle  petition  to  i'upport  ir^ 
That  he  could  not  himfelf  but  think,  that  fo  prudent  aod 
moderate  a  reform  would  tend  greatly  to  encreaie  the  confix 
dence  of  good  men  in  their  reprefentatives,  and  to  di(coa« 
rage,  by  a  fort  of  prbteft,  that  fpirit  of  innovation,  which 
had  given  fo  juft  an  alarm  and  apprehenjGon.    That  he  knew 
bis  worthy  friend  too  well,  to  think  be  had  pledged  himfelf 
upon  tight  grounds,  when  be  aflerted,  that  he  had  reafon  tq 
believe,  that  if  the  refolutions  he  jpropofed  were  to  take  ef-» 
feft,  th^t  they  would  ^ve  {atisfaaion  to  confiderable  num-* 
bers  of  thofe  who  were  the  moft  anxious  for  reformation  ; 
and  he  therefore  could  not  but  flatter  himfelf,  that  fuch  a 
meafure  would  be  well  received  by  the  pqblic^  and  produce 
the  moft  falutary  eflFcQs.     Mr.  ritt  then  faid,  that  having 
now  delivered  his  fentimcnts  in  favour  of  this  meafure  of 
telbrm,  with  the  fame  integrity  with  which  he  had  oppo^ 
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cd  that  which  his  worthy  and  honourable  friend  had  fub- 
mitted  formerly  to  the  Houfe,  he  was  well  aware  of  the 
interpretation  that  would  be  put   upon  his  condu£^  not, 
he  trufted,  by  thofe  who  heard  him,  for  he  hoped  he  was 
better  knovm  in  that  Houfe,  but  by  the  natural  miCrepre- 
fentation  of  party  without  doors  :  it  would  be  faid  he  was 
defirous  of  obtaining  fome  little  popularity,  by  appearing 
to  efpoufe  a  plan  of  reform,  whilft  he  took  efpecial  care  it 
(hould  be  fucn  as  ihould  effeftually  fecure  to  him  the  only 
intereft  which|  as  an  individual,  was  fuppofed  to  bias  his 
opinion.     That  he  knew  how  to  defpife  calumny,  but  that 
fair  fame  was  dear  to  every  man,  and  not  lefs  fo  to  him 
than  to  any  man  who  heard  him.     That  there  was  but  one 
pledge  that  it  was  poffible  for  him  to  give  of  his  finceritj, 
«  and  of  the  difintereftednefs  of  his  opinion  ;  that  it  remain- 
ed for  him  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  Houfe,  to  implore 
them  to  feel  for  him,  and  to  take  him  out  of  fo  painful  a 
predicament  |  that  whilft  he  ftood  forth  in  defence  of  the 
chartered  and  prefcriptive  rights  of  others,  which   never 
could  be  violated  without  the  total  fubverfion  of  the  confti* 
tution,  whilft  he  boldly  profefied  to  think  the   burgage 
tenures  in  a  particular  manner  the  fortrefles  againft  the  in- 
fluence of  Minifters  i   he  did  moft  earneftly  entreat  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  furrender  into   their  hands  the 
moft  precious  interefts  he  pofTefled,  as  a  voluntary  facri£ce 
in  confirmation  of  fuch  a  plan  as  he  had  recommended  to 
them,  and  as  a  vi£lim  to  be  oiFered  up  at  the  flirine  of  the 
conftitution.    Ttfat  the  precedent  could  afieft  no  one  but 
himfelf,  volenti  non  Jit  injuria^  that  it  was  of  little  confe- 
quence  whether  he  or  his  pofterity  Ihbuld  ever  have  a  feat 
in  that  Houfe,  provided  the  conftitution  were  confirmed 
and  preferred  inviolate  to  future  generations.     He  added, 
in  cafe  fuch  a  reform  were  to  take  place,  and  that  Pariia* 
ment  in  confequence  (hould  accept  of  the  offer  he  then 
made  them  as  the  feal  of  fuch  reformation^  he  ihould  pre- 
fume  fo  far  as  to  wifh,  that  thofe  two  members  might  be 
transferred  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
Sir  George       Sir  George  Savile  followed  Mr.  Pitt  j  .he  particularly  rc- 
baviie.        plied  to  what  had  been  faid  about  the  petitions  not  afldng 
for  any  fpecific  remedy.     He  faid,  the  petitioners  fuflfcrcd 
and  felt,  as  was  evident  by  their  complaining.     An  able 
do£lor  never  aiked  his  patient  what  phyfic  he  (hould  admi* 
niiler  to  him,  but  what  his  complaint  was,  and  knowing 
that,  he  prefcribed  accordingly.     So  in  this  cafe  the  people 
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vrere  the  patients,  and  that  Houfe  were  the  phyfician^  it- 
laj  with  them  therefore  to  provide  and  applf.  the  .proper 
phyfic.  He  was  proceeding  to  fpeak  in  favour  of  the  :mo^ 
tion,  when  finding  himfelf  too  weak  to  fpeak  with  that 
animation  J  that  he  wiihed  to  exprefs,  he  fat  down,  to  the 
great  mortification  of  the  Houfe,  who  were  diftiefled  to 
fee  fo  good  a  man  in  fo  weak  a  ftate  of  health* 

Mr.  Byfig  ftrongly  contended  for  the  neceffity  of  a  refohn*Mr.  Bjng, 
in  the  reprefenution,  and  therefore  fliould  acquiefce  in  the 
motion.  The  proportion  of  ele£bors,  in  comparifon  to  the 
inhabitants,  demanded  a  rcftoration  of  oiir  ancient  rights 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  Innovations  had  been  made,  and  it 
was  the  bUfinefs  of  Parliament  to  bring  back  the  conftitu- 
tion  to  its  original  form.  There  were  two.  inftances  of 
additional  reprefentatives  in  the  county  of  Durham  and 
Chefter,  which,  in  his  opinion,  removed  all  obje£lit)n  of 
the  deficiencv  of  a  precedent.  He  begged  to  remind  the 
Houfe,  that  he  had  prefentcd  a  petition  from  the  Tower 
Hamlets,  which  petition  was  as  ftrong  a  proof  as  could  be 
adduced  in  favour  of  the  refolutions  propofed  by  the  ho» 
ntiurable  member  oppofite  to  him.  The  eaftern  part  of. 
London,  called  the  Tower  Hamlets,  paid  34,000].  land 
tax,  and  they  were  uoreprefented  in  Parliament.  The 
county  of  Cornwall  paid  20,oool.  lefs,  and  yet  they  were 
reprefented  by  42  membefs, '  One  fide  of  Oxford-ftreet, 
he  faid,  had  a  right  to  vote,  the  other  had  not.  He-men*- 
tioned  it  as  a  hard  cafef  that  thofe  who  held  tenures  for 
99  years  were  excluded  from  giving  votes.  With  regard 
to  the  ftory  of  the  bad  leg  (toW  by  Mr.  Powy&)  Mr. 
Byng  faid,  he  took  the  fact  to  be  otherwife :  the  leg  was 
Of  ginaHy  a  good  one,  but  by  abufe  and  ilUhabits,  it  be- 
caoie  diieafed  and  contraded,  an  able  phyfican  could  cure 
it,  and  fet  it  to  rights  again  ;  in  ihe  light  of  an  apt  remedy  / 
he  regarded  his  honourable  friend's  propofition,  and  there- 
fore he  Ihould  vote  for  it,  becaufe  he  was  happy  to  get  any 
thing  on  this  important  fubje£l,  but  the  remedy  did  not  go 
fo  far  as  .it  ought.  ^  < 

Lord  Mulgravi  fpoke  a  confiderable  while  againft  the  mo-  i^h  MuI- 
tion,  but  in  a^tone  more  than  ufually  low.     All  thatwegraTe« 
could  collect,  from  him  was,  that  as  every  precaution  that 
could  be  taken  to  prevent  corruption  and  undue  influence 
had  been  already  taken,  the  meafure  now  fuggefted,  feeroed 
to  him  tptally  ufelefs.     Men  ttiuft  reform  human^ature  it- 

felf. 
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felfy  before  they  Ladulge  the  vifionaiy  fancies  of  framing  a 
jftiieSt  confthution,  a  conftitation  endrclf  free  fpont  faalr. 
The  people  who  tetvc  finifter  viewt  in  voting  for  two  mem- 
ben  of  Parliament^  wiH  now  grow  honcft  on  a  fnddeo,  on 
finding  that  tbejr  have  three  to  vote  for.  And  with  refpefi 
fo  fears  that  gentlemen  feemed  to  feel  for  the  rcfentment 
of  the  petitioners^  If  their  petitions  (houid  be  tocallv  re- 
je£ked»  he  could  only  fay  that  to  give  way  to  iougmary 
gfievaneesy  wonld  be  but  one  ftep  to  confirm  the  evil  in- 
tended only  to  be  palliated.  No,  to  temporize  in  this  cafe, 
would  be  to  run  into  the  very  danger  meant  to  be  avoided. 
As  an  hoaeft  independent  member  of  Parliament^  be  muft 
leprobate  fuch  compromifing.  Give  them  but  a  litde^  fay 
gentlemen,  and  they  will  be  lefs  diiiatisfied  at  not  obtain- 
ing the  whole.  No  !  if  it  is  not  really  thought  that  even 
diat  little  would  be  beneficial,  that  little  ought  to  be  re- 
fufed.  The  reprefenCatives  of  the  people  are  not  (ent  hj 
Parliament  to  humour  their  prejudices<-^hey  are  fent  to 
guard  their  real  interefts,  and  provide  for  their  welfare  ^ 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  theile  great  obje£b  eooU, 
in  his  Lordfliip's  opinion,  be  attained  by  the  prefent  appli- 
cation, and  he  therefore  gave  it  his  negative. 
LordNortb.  I^rd  North  dcCred  the  refolutions  to  be  read,  which  be- 
ing done,  his  LordQitp  faid,  that  he  had  given  the  greateft 
attention  to  every  thing  that  had  fallen  from  the  gentlemen 
who  were  friends  to  the  motion,  and  particulariv  to  the 
apprehenfions  which  the  moft  fanguine  of  its  nivoiircxs 
(NIr.  William  Pitt  and  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt)  had  entertu^ed^ 
Ob  entering  upon  the  very  nice  operation,  to  which  the  re- 
folutions were  preparatory.  In  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
parliamentary  engagements,  be  had  never  liftened  with  fe 
much  care  to  any  fpeech  tbat  had  been  made  by  any  nsem^ 
ber,  as  he  had  to  the  on*  made  by  the  right  honoarahie 
mover,  and  he  muft  do  that  gentleman  the  juftice  to  &y» 
that  he  had  never  in  bis  life  been  better  paid  for  his  atten- 
tion. The  candour,  the  moderation,  the  ingennityy  and 
eloquence  difplayed  by  that  gentleman  were  fnch,  as  did 
honour  to  the  illuftrious  body. of  which  he  formed  fo  very 
diftingui(hed  a  portion.  But  the  gentleman  bad  prefaced 
fa^s  motion  with  exprefling  the  dread  he  feh  in  touching  fo 
venerable  a  fubjeft  as  the  conftitution,  though  for  the  very 
czprefs  purpofe  of  amending  it.  That  expreflion  was  tlie 
cxpreiEo^  of  found  ienlie.    '1  he  attempt  was  oi  the  niceft 

and 
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and  Moft  delicate  nature  that  the  mind  of  .man  coidd  |>of 
fibly  conceive*  It  was  to  tamper  with  that  hbric  which  for 
ag<8  had  ftood  the  boaft  of  Britons,  and  the  admiration  and 
envy  of  all  the  world  befides.  And  on  what  ground  I 
Ought  not  an  Engliihman,  who. was  bleffed  with  fuch  a. 
pre-eminent  form  of  government,  to  pau&  a  momenti  and 
to  aik  himfeif^  ere  he  ventured  to  innovate  «f)oa  fach  a 
form,  on  what  grounds  be  was  going  to  proceed  in  ib  aw* 
fttl  an  underukmg.  And  when  he  had  a&ed  himfelf  that, 
and  reflected  on  what  he  was. about  to  do,  would  any  man 
in  his  fenfes  fay  that  ought  but  frenzy  eoald  excufc  fuch  a 
^erfon  from  laying  violent  ha^ds  upon  the  eonftitucion, 
with  no  other  foundation  for  his  conduf^,  than  the  mer^ 
fancy  of  Its  being  difordcred,  independent  of  any  folid 
evidence  of  diilemper  ! 

Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  mo« 
tion,  Uid  down  any  proof  of  the  diforder  intended  to  bo 
remedied  }     He  had  not*     Neither  had  any  of  thofe  who 
fupported  it.     Much  declamation  indeed  had  been  made  ufa 
of  both  by  him  and  them,  grounded  on  evils  which  no  one 
of  them  could  deplore  more  than  he.  did.    But  tbcfe  evils, 
ihefe  misfortune?,  thefe  calamities,  were  as  little  imputable 
Id  any  defeA  in  the  conftitutioo,  as  the  earthquake  of  Lifboa 
bad  to  do  wiih  the  frame  of  the  government  of  that  conn* 
try.     Much  had  been  faid  of  the  American  war,  and  of  the 
caufes  of  it :  .as  to  himfelf,  he  was  free  to  acknowledge  at 
all  times  the  band  which  he  had  in  that  war;  [here  there 
was  a  cry  oi  bear  him,'}    By  the  cry  bear  him,  which  I  no«> 
tice,  faid  his  Lordlhip,  from  the  other  iide  of  the  bode^ 
gentlemen  feem  to  think  1  am  going  to  make  fome  apology 
or  confeffion  :  they  were  never  more  miftaken.    Let  guik 
confefs  and  apologize.     I  know  none.    But  i  will  be  readjr 
at  all  times  to  vindicate  my  conduft  whenever  gentlemen 
fhall  think  fie  to  attack  it.     An  honourable  member  near 
me,  (Mr.  T.  Pitt)  has  faid,  that  the  conftitution  is  un- 
found,  rocking  too  and  fro  like  a  vfeatheroock  with  every 
blaft  of  wind,  for  want  of  fomething  to  keep  it  fteady  ;  tes 
defcrtbes  the  Crown,  by  virtue  of   its  great  influence,  as 
keeping  a  wicked  Miniftry  in   their  offices,   contrary   So 
the  fenfe  of  the  people ;  and  he  defcribes  this  fame  power* 
ful  Crown  as  itfelf  incroached  on,  ftripped  of  its  inffloencry 
and  led  into  captivity.     How  the  honourable  g^endeman  can 
reconcile  two  fuch  jarring  defcriptions,  it  is  not  in  ny  power 
IP  conceive;  but  this  I  know^  that  they  May  neither  of  them 

a  be 
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be  true,  though,  very  poffibly,  they  may  both  of  them  be 
falfe.  To  remedy  thefe  fuppofcd  grievances,  one  buadttd 
knights  are  demanded  in  addition  to  the  county  members: 
but  I  fay,  as  I  truft  the  majority  will  fay,  '*  No,  not  fifty.** 
**  What !  not  fifty  ?** "  No,  not  one."  I  muft  fee  better  grounds 
for  the  demand  before  I  can  venture  my  compliance  with  iL 
But  then,  as  the  favourers  of  this  meafure  cannot  adduce 
any  folid  reafons  in  fupport  of  their  wifhes,  they  are  fruitful 
in  imaginary  ones  :  the  American  war,  with  all  its  horron 
and  misfortunes,  are  pathetically  drefTed  up,  and  laid  at  the 
door  of  a  worn  out,  battered,  and  enfeebled  conftituiion. 
The  American  war  was,  as  they  fuggeft,  the  war  of  the 
Crown,  contrary  to  the  wifhes  of  the  people.  I  deny  it. 
It. was  the  war  of  Parliameac ;  there  was  not  a  ftep  taken  in 
it  that  had  not  the  fandion  of  Parliament.  It  was  the  war 
of  the  people;  for  it  was  undertaken  for  the  exprefs  purpofcs 
of  maintaining  the  jud  rights  of  Parliament,  or  in  other 
words,  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  over  the  dependen- 
cies of  the  empire  ;  for  this  reafon  it  was  popular  at  its  coqa- 
mencement,  aod  eagerly  embraced  by  the  people  and  parlia- 
ment :  could  the  influence  of  the  Crown  have  procorcd 
iuch  great  majorities  within  the  doors  of  that  houfe,  as  went 
almoft  to  produce  unanimity  \  Or  if  the  influence  could 
have  produced  thefe  majorities  uithin  doors,  could  it  have 
produced  the  almofl  unanimous  approbation  bellowed  with- 
out doors,  which  rendered  the  war  the  moft  popular  of  any 
that  had  been  carried  on  for  many  years :  nor  did  it  ever 
ceafe  to  be  popular,  until  a  feries  of  the  mod  unparallclled 
difafters  and  calamities  caufed  the  people,  wearied  out  with 
almoft  uninterrupted  ill  fuccefs  and  misfortune,  to  call  out  as 
loudly  for  peace  as  they  had  formerly  done  for  war.  Had 
the  conftitution  been  fo  difordered  as  tne.  re  formers  would 
perfuade  us  tlut  it  is,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  the  voice  uf 
the  people  prevailed  againft  the  influence  of  the  Crown  t 
This  is  a  recent  tranfaflion.  The  policy  of  dilcontinuing 
the  war  \  (hall  not  now  fpeak  of,  but  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  direSed  the  meafure  no  one  can  deny  :  of  cocric 
the  influence  of  the  Crown,  if  ever  it  had  l>een  prevalent, 
was  then  no  more.  Has  it,  fince  that  period,  broke  beyond 
its  bounds  ?  Has  it  threatened  any  abufe  of  the  conftitutioa 
which  could  excite  thofe  jealoufies  and  fears  which  gentlemen 
afFe£l  to  imagine  prevail  among  the  people  }  Not  a  ttnle  of 
any  fuch  grounds  do  I  perceive,  either  in  the  petitions  which 
have  been  prefented^  or  in  the  arguments  that  have  been 
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tiftd  ia  fupport  of  thefe  petitioni.  Ba^  what  is  the  weight 
of  the  petitions  themfelves  ?  Let  us  examine  the  matter* 
It  was  ufed  as  an  argument  for  delaying  the  confideratioa 
of  this  bufinefs,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
now  moves  it,  firft  brought  it  forward  laft  year,  that  it  were 
better  not  ro  take  it  up  too  fuddenly,  but  to  give  the  people 
time  to  refleft  on  it,  and  in  the  interim  between  that  pe« 
riod  and  the  next  agitation  of  it,  their  fenie  might  be  more 
clearly  collefted*  What  has  been  the  refuh  }  After  many 
months  given  to  the  people  to  ponder  well  upon  their  grie^ 
vances,  if  any  they  really  had,  in  refped  to  the  in^ufiitiency 
of  reprefentation,  only  fourteen  out  of  eighty-two  couotica 
have  prefented  petitions  on  this  account ;  and  how  are 
thefe  petitions  figned  ?  By  infinitely  the  minority  of 
each  county.  The  petition  from  the  county  of  York^ 
great  and  extend ve  as  it  is,  contains  only  0000  names ;  the 
petition  from  the  county  of  Suffolk  is  figned  only  by  the 
Sheriff:  I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  this  is  a  proof'^that 
the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk  wifhes  for  a  reform ;  but  I  muft  be 
cxcnfed  if  I  refufe  to  admit  it  as  a  proof  ihat  the  county 
is  for  the  reform.  There  is  a  county  from  which  a  peti* 
tion  has  been  brought  up,  with  which  I  am  ver^  well  tfc^ 
quainted ;  it  is  the  county  of  Somerfet :  the  petition  pur- 
ports to  be  the  petition  of  the  county  of  Somerfet;  but  it 
contains  no  more  than  601  names ;  now  no  man  who  knows 
the  county  of  Somerfet  will  fay  that  fuch  a  petition  conveys 
the  fenfe  of  the  county  ;  it  contains,  no  doubt,  the  fenfe  of 
the  freeholders  who  lubfcribe  to  it ;  but  it  could  not  for  all 
that  be  called  the  fenfe  of  the  county.  Upon  the  whole> 
there  are  not  more  than  20,oco  names  to  all  the  petitions ; 
and  from  this  comparatively  fmall  number  we  are  to  colleft 
the  fenfe  of  the  people  of  England,  and  conclude  that  they 
are  friends  to  the  propofed  reform*  If  the  people  of  En- 
gland are  difTatisfied,  why  have  not  petitions  been  fent  from 
Sheffield,  Birmingham,  Manchefter,  Leeds,  and  Halifax, 
and  from  other  great  towns  that  have  no  actual  reprefenta- 
tives  }  Why  have  not  eighty-two  petitions  from  as  many  dif- 
ferent counties  been  prefented  ?  But  it  is  not  the  mere  pau- 
city of  the  fubfcribers,  though  that  alone  ought  to  forbid 
you  to  attempt  innovations  to  gratify  their  whims,  at  the 
cxpence  of  the  more  fenfible  feelings  of  the  vaft  majority  of 
the  nation,  who  by  their  filence  on  this  occafion,  iliew  their 

erfeft  contentment  with  the  prefent  form  of  government. 

t  is  not  on  this  paucity  alone  that  I  would  have  the  Houfe 
to  ground  their  rcjedipu  of  the  petitions.    To  that  confide- 
VoL.  IX.  /        4  X  laiion. 
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ration  I  would  add  the  manner  in  which  thefe  petitions  hare 
been  obtained.  They  have  been  obtained,  not  frons  the 
public  in  general,  but  from  the  prejudiced  part  of  that  pob- 
lie.  The  aflizet  arc  held  twice  every  year ;  tlie  feiSons 
four  times.  ,  On  all  thefe  occafiona  the  inhabitants  of  each 
county  may  be  faid  to  meet  in  that  moft  fair  and  moft  ia«- 
difcriminate  manner,  in  which  it  may  in  candour  be  fuppo- 
fed  the  real  fenfe  of  the  mafs  of  the  people  might  be  beft 
colleded,  if  the  ^eaL  fenfe  was  intended  to  be  colle^fVed.  Was 
this  the  manner  in  which  the  petitions  were  founded  }  Was 
it  in  this  faireft  of  all  fair  modes  that  the  fenfe  of  the  public 
was  taken  }  No ;  county  meetings,  as  they  are  called, 
were  had  ;  ■  projeAors,  with  fet  fpeeches,  and  rcady^Cramed 
petitions,  were  there  prepared  to  meet  a  number  of  prejudi- 
ced people,  who  came  invited  to  fign  that  which  was  ready 
for  their  iignature.  The  queftion  was  begged,  or  borrowed, 
or  ilolcn  hofpitably,  to  accommodate  the  craving  appetites  of 
fuch  craving  guefts.  Thofe  who  liked  neither  the  ioFitatioQ 
nor  the  fare,  very  prudently  remained  at  their  own  booKS. 
.  And  the  queftion,  in  fhort,  now  is,  to  whom  we  are  to  pay 
rcfpefi  }  The  few  reformers,  or  the  contented  multitude  ? 
Can  this  be  a  ferious  queftion  ?  [There  was  a  great  cry  of 
hear  him"]  I  perceive  it  cannot.  I  fliall  not  dwelt  upon  a 
matter  which  this  voice  of  the  Houfe  declares  it  to  be  un- 
neceflary  that  I  fhould  dwell  on.  fiut  I  would  intreat  their 
indulgence  while  I  fay  a  word  or  two  in  anfwer  to  ibme 
infinuations  that  affeft  me  perfonally ;  not  that  I  would 
prefume  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houfe  en  any  matter 
that  concerned  my  mere  felf;  but  as  I  conceive  it  will  affioard 
a  farther  argument  againft  the  meafore  we  are  now  prcfied  to 
adopt,  I  am  the  more  encouraged  to  hope  this  favour.  In- 
deed, faid  his  Lordfhip,  cafting  his  eyes  towards  the  docl:, 
I  fear  I  have  already  troubled  the  Houfe  too  long,  and  that 
they  feel  the  misfortune  of  my  being  unable  to  fee  the  mo- 
tions of  yon  monitor.  [Here  the  ivhole  Houfe  loudly 
requefted  him  to  proceed.]  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  continued 
his  Lorddiip,  the  matter  to  which  I  allude,  is  the  iniioda- 
tion  thrown  out  rcfpefting  bad  Miniftcrs  being  continued  in 
office,  againft  the  voice  of  the  people,  by  the  over-ruling 
influence  of  the  Crown.  This  is  not  a  random  flroke  :  from 
the  quarter  from  whence  it  comes,  the  ditcAioo  may  be 
known  :  I  will  not  afFeft  to  think  it  is  not  levelled  at  me; 
but,  multum  abludit  Imago;  I  truft  the  candid  and  difcerniog 
part  of  the  Houfe  will  fee  tliat  the  attack  is  moft  unjuft. 

I  was 
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I  was  notj  when  I  was  honoured  with  office,  a  Minifter  of 
chance,  or  a  creature  of  whom  Parliament  had  no  expe- 
rience. I  was  found  among  you  when  I  was  fo  honoured. 
I  had  been  long  known  to  you.  In  confequence,  T  obtained 
your  fupporc ;  when  that  fupport  was  withdrawn,  I  ceafed 
to  be  a  Minifter.  I  was  the  creature  of  Parliament  in  my 
rife  ;  when  I  fell  I  was  its  vidim.  I  came  among  you  with- 
out connexion.  It  was  here  I  was  firft  known  :  you  raifed 
me  up  ;  you  pulled  me  down.  I  have  been  the  creature  of 
your  opinion  and  your  powei^  and  the  hiftory  of  my  politi- 
cal life  is  one  proof  which  will  ftand  againft  and  overturn  a 
thoufand  wild  alFertions,  that  there  is  a  corrupt  influence  in 
the  Crown  which  deftroys  the  independence  of  this  Houfe. 
Does  my  hiftory  fliew  the  undue  influence  of  the  Crown  1 
or,  is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  the  ftrongeft  poof  that  can 
be  given  of  the  potent  efficacy  of  the  public  voice  ?  If^ 
then,  that  voice  is  fo  powerful  as  to  remove  whatever  may- 
be difplcaiing  to  the  opinions  of  the  country,  what  need  is 
there  of  this  paraded  reformation  } 

There  is  a  bill  now  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Houfe,  to 
remedy  every  grievance  in  point  of  expence  and  bribery  at 
cieAions,  to  which  the  refolution  at  prefent  moved  for  goes ; 
—and  on  that  ground  alone,  I  would  think  my feifjuflified 
Sn  negativing  the  motion ;  but  when,  to  this  confideration, 
is  added  the  want  of  any  proof  of  diforder  in  this  glorious 
fabric,  as  the  right  honourable  mover  juftly  ftiled  our  con- 
-Aitution.  When  a  remedy  is  fought  for  a  difeafe  I  Icnow 
not  what;  when  the  puny  voice  of  a  few  difcontented  peo- 
ple breaks  in  upon  the  tranquillity  and  reverend  (ilencc 
of  the  vaft  and  latisfied  multitude — when  even  the  difcon- 
tented  themfelves  arc  at  variance  with  refpeft  to  the  nature 
of  their  grievances,  and  the  modes  of  their  redrcft — when 
(I  fay)  all  thcfe  things  are  confidered,  a  doubt  cannot  remain 
for  a  moment  on  my  mind,  of  the  weakhefs  of  giving  way 
■to  this  froward  humour—this  fpirit  of  projeaion ;  they 
but  little  know  mankind,  who  imagine  thatafmall  indul- 
gence will  not  induce  a  preffurc  for  greater.  A  gentle- 
man behind  me  fays,  "give  the  people  fifty  knights,  and  then 
make  your  ffand."  I  oppofe  this  idea— -begin  with  innova* 
tion,  and  there  is  no  knowing  where  you  will  ftop-— like 
the  gravity  of  a  weight  in  finking,  its  velocity  incrcafes  in 
proportion  to  its  wcighti  The  addition  of  one  hundred, 
or  even  of  fifty  county  members,  would  give  a  decided  fu- 
pcriority  to  the  landed  intereft  over  the  commercial;  and  it 
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it  t^e -beauty  of  the  conftitmion  of  the  Hooie  of  Commoos, 
that  like  the  ceoeral  fabric  of  the  Britilh  legiilature,  it  pro- 
vides for,  andprefervesthe  due  balance,  between  tiiercverai 
great  interells  of  the  empire  ;  the  landed,  the  cotnmcrcialy 
and  the  monied.  But  do  not  let  us  begin.  Prind^is  obfia. 
Let  us  a£l  like  men.  We  are  not  the  deputies,  but  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people.  We  are  not  to  refer  to  them 
before  we  determine.  We  ftand  here  as  they  would  ftand  ; 
to  ufe  our  own  difcretion,  without  feeking  any  other  guid- 
ance under  Heaven.  In  a  wofd,  as  no  dereft  io  the  coofti- 
tution  has  been  proved,  as  we  have  heard  nothing  but  deda* 
mation  and  furmife  to  warrant  fo  awful  and  fo  verj  impor- 
tant a  meafure,  as  an  innovation  on  the  form  of  that  vene- 
rable palladium,  which  ages  have  fan&ified  dowo  to  as,  let 
us  again,  let  me  conjure  you,  aft  like  men,  and  like  Britons, 
and  rejeA — what  to  adopt,  muft  inevitably  lead  to  rain.  I  . 
have  freely  given  you  my  thoughts— it  remains  that  I  per-  * 
form  my  duty.  Thebeftway  of  getting  rid  of  this  deftruc- 
tive  rcfolution,  is  certainly  the  motion  for  the  ofder  of 
the  day«  And  that  motion  has  moft  cordially  my  wiihcs. 
Mr.T.PItt.      j^jj.^  y'^  py^^  j^qJ-^  j^  explanation.     He  faid  he  was  forry  to 

fpoil  his  Lordfliip's  j&ft  bv  applying  to  it  the  dull  tcft  of 
common  fenfe.  That  when  he  ftated  hypothctically  two 
oppofite  extremes  under  the  fame  form  of  government,  he 
certainly  nev^r  fuppofed  them  to  cxift  under  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  and  at  the  fame  moment.  But  that  whatever 
his  Lordfiiip  could  or  could  not  conceive  with  re- 
gard to  bodies  of  men,  he  was  fure  that  neither  that  noUe 
Lord  nor  anv  man  in  the  Houfe  would  deny  that  in  the  in* 
ftance  of  individuals  at  leaft  it  was  juft  pomble  as  times  and 
circumftances  varied,  to  reconcile  the  moft  manifeft  contra* 
diftions,  and  the  moft  oppofite  extremes. 

Mr.  Beau.       Mr.  Beaufy  then  addrefled  the  Houfe  for  the  firft  dme. 

%•  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  fays  he,  in  the  debate, 

apologifed  to  the  Houfe  for  having  trefpafied  upon  its  va* 
dulgence.  If,  Sir,  a  perfon  of  his  extenfive  information 
and  acknowledged  abilities  thought  it  necefiary  to  apologife 
for  having  expreflfed  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjcA  of  your 
prefent  deliberations,  bow  (hall  I,  poflefled  of  little  infbr- 
mation,  unexperienced  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Houfe,  and 
unacquainted  with  its  forms,  venture  on  this  occa£on  to 
addrefs  you,  I  know  not,  8ir»  that  I  (hall  be  able  to  pnv 
ceed,  but  if  I  (hould,  it  will  not  be  owing  to  any  confidence 
in  myfclf,  but  to  the  reliance  I  have  on  the  more  thancaa- 
dour,  on  the  generoCty  of  the  Houfe, 
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I  perfectly  agree  with  an>  honourable  gentleman  near  me^ 
CMr.  T.  Pitt]  in  thinking  that  the  bufinefs  on  which  we 
are  aflfembled  is  of  the  moft  delicate  nature,  and  that  in 
deciding  upon  it,  the  utmoft  degree'  of  caution  will  be  ef- 
fentially  requifite.  For,  as  on  the  one  hand,  to  reje£l  all 
reformation  would  be  to  treat  with  contempt  the  numerous 
petitions  of  the  people ;  fo,  on  the  other,  to  adopt  any  ex- 
pedient that  is  not  deliberately  weighed  and  maturely  di- 
gefted,  would  be  to  expofe  to  unneceflary  hazard  the  civil 
and  political  bleiBngs  we  already  enjoy. 

The  petitions  on  your  table  declare,  that  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  is  partial  and  inade- 
quate. I'he  truth  of  the  aflertion  cannot,  I  fear,  be  dif- 
puted;  for  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  practice  of  the 
conftitution  is  not  confonant  to  its  theory.  The  theory  of 
the  conftitution  acknowledges  general  rights  $  the  pra£lice  of 
the  conftitution  eftablilhes  only  partial  and  local  privileges. 
The  theory  of  the  conftitution  fuppofes  a  due  connexion 
between  the  people  and  their  reprefentatives,  but  in  the 
pra£lice  of  the-  conftitution  that  connexion  is  notoriouily 
deficient.  To  this  want  of  an  impartial  and  adequate  re- 
prefentation, to  this  want  of  a  due  connexion  between  the 
people  and  their  truftees,  not  the  petitioners  alone,  as  the 
noble  Lord  would  have  us  believe,  but  the  whole  nation  is 

Eerfuaded  the  evils  of  thefe  latter  times  may  with  truth 
e  imputed.  To  thefe  caufes,  whatever  the  noble  Loid 
may  infinuate,  the  people  afcribe  the  commencement  and 
the  profecution  of  a  conteft,  in  which  lofs  was  certain,  ad- 
vantage impoi&ble.  lb  thefe  caufes  they  afcribe  the 
fyftem;^tic  extravagance  with  which,  for  a  Teries  of 
years,  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  has  been 
condu£led.  To  thefe  caufes  they  afcribe  the  exbrbi* 
tant  premiums  that  have  been  given  on  the  public  loans  ; 
and  to  thefe  caufes  they  likewife  attribute  the  na- 
tional debt's  having  been  rendered  irredeemable,  by  fifty 
millions  of  money  being  added  to  that  debt  more  than  the 
nation  has  received.  They  know  that  in  private  life  any 
man  who  ihould  borrow  on  the  fame  terms  as  thofc  on 
which  the  nation  has  borrowed,  and  for  every  fixty  or 
fixty-five  pounds  that  he  receives,  fiiouid  give  his  bond 
for  an  hundred,  muft  either  borrow  but  little,  or  his  cir- 
cumftanccs,  whatever  be  his  income,  muft  foon  be  defpe- 
rate.  The  people  have  been  told  that  no  other  method  of 
borrowing  is  poffible.  They  know  the  fa£l  to  be  otherwifc, 
und  I  fear  they  confider  the  aflertion  as  an  infult  to  their 
uadtrftan4ings.    The  people  are  pgrfuackd,  (as  the  right. 

ho-  * 


^f6  PARLIAMENTARY  A.17B;. 

hononraUe  gentleman  who  opened  tho  debate  has  joftly 
obfervqd)  that  the  p^eftnt  ftate  of  their  reprtfentation  is 
radically  defe£liTe ;  thev  arb  perfuaded,  that  if  a  proper 
connexion  had  fubfifteu  between  them  and  their  reprel>n- 
tativesy  thofe  reprefentatireb  sever  would  have  confented  to 
Aat  additional  load  of  tales  that  tireighs  down  the  utmcil 
kiduftry  of  the  manufacturer  ^  they  never  would  have  con- 
fell  ted  to  thofe  ruinous  extremes  of  legal  extortion  which 
force  froi<l  the  merchant  more  than  his  gains,  and  fwcll 
the  weekly  lift  of  the  unfortunate  ^  they  never  would  have 
eonftnted  to  impofitious  fo  grievous,  that  the  country  gen- 
tleman finds  his  tenants  are  beggars,  and  that  his  rental  is 
little  elfe  than  a  regifter  of  hepelefs  debts. 

I  do  not  tell  the  noble  Lord,  that  thefe  opinions  of  the 
people  are  altogether  juft}  but  I  aflert  that  they  are  their 
opinions,  and  I  know  not  how  we  fhall  difprove  them.  -* 
The  noble  Lord  has  aliedged,  that  the  plan  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  has  propofed  to  the  Houfe  is  not 
eotifonant  to  the  petitions  of  the  people.  The  petitk>ns, 
Sir,  propoie  a  variety  of  plans ;  that  of  the  right  honour- 
'  able  gentleman  is  not  precifely  the  fame  with  any  of  them, 
but  it  coincides  with  the  obje£l  of  them  all.  That  object 
18  the  efiabliOiing  a  famenefs  of  intereft  between  the  repre- 
fentativcs  of  the  people,  and  the  people  at  large.  To  ob- 
tain this  object,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  propofes  a 
large  addition  to  that  clafs  of  the  people's  reprefentatives, 
6f  whom  it  cannot  indeed  be  faid,  that  they  never  will 
miftake  the  national  intereft,  fince  as  being  men,  they  muft 
be  fallible,  but  of  whom  with  truth  it  may  he  laid,  they 
Can  have  no  temptation  to  depart  from  that  intereft  by 
defign.  He  propofes  that  the  balance  of  power  in  this 
Houfe  (hall  be  intrufted  to  thofe  who  have  nothing  to  gain 
by  the  defpotifm  of  the  Crown  on  the  one  hand,  or  by  the 
licentioufnefs  of  the  people  on  the  other,  and  who  muft 
ftand  or  fall  with  the  conftitutipn. 

An  improvement  which  offers  no  violence  to  the  rights 
of  any  dcfcription  of  men  i  and  which  at  the  fame  time  is 
perfectly  confonant  to  the  genius  of  our  government,  and 
perfcftly  adequate  to  the  removal  of  the  evil  of  which  the 
people  complain,  feems  fecure  from  objc£lion;  yet  the 
noble  Lord  has  oppofcd  it ;  he  has  oppofed  it  as  an  inno* 
nation,  for  in  his  opinion  all  innovations  are  dangerous. 
All  innovations,  however,  have  not  proved  to  be  dange- 
rous 5  for  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  (hew  that  the  peculiar 
givantagcs,  civil  and  poi^ji^cal,  which  the   Englifli  at  thi> 
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hour  enjoy,  are  not  the  immediate  effe£is  of  the  ancient 

'  Britifii  cooftitution,  but  of  innovations  on  that  conftitution. 

In  ancient  rimes,  for  inftance.  the   towns  and   cities  of 

the  kingdom  were  built  on  the  demefne  lands  of  the  King^ 

or  qf  fome  powerful  baron,  and  were  conftdefed  as  private 

{matrimony.  To  this  circumftance  it  was  owing  that  tbe 
ord|  though  a  fubje£t,  had  a  right  to  confer  upon  hia  town 
the  privileges  of  a  borough,  as  m  the  cafe  of  the  town,  of 
Saltafh,  which  was  thus  created  a  borough  by  a  fubjed  i^ 
the  reign  of  Henry  III.  —  That  the  unchartered  towns  of 
the  kingdom  are  not  private  property  ft  ill,  is  furely  no  de^ 
triment  to  the  kingdom,  though  it  be  an  innovation. 

In  ancient  times  the  fovereigns  of  Britain  were  pofTeiTed 
of  the  privilege  of  iqcreafing  at  their  pleafure  the  number 
,  of  boroughs  finding  reprefentatives  to  Parliament.  It  was 
a  right  which  they  ex^rcifed  from  the  earlieft  times  of  re-  . 
prelentation,  a  right  that  was  never  contefted  or  confidered 
as  queitionable.  To  this  privilege  it  was  owing,  tliat 
though  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  the  number  of  the  peo- 
ple's reprefentatives  did  not  exceed  three  hundred,  yet  be- 
fore the  conclufion  of  Charles  II.'s  reign,  they  amounted 
to  more  than  five  hundred  ;  a  much  greater  alteration  than 
that  which  is  now  propofed. 

The  towns  of  Buckingham  and  Berwick,  the  towns  and 
counties  of  Wales  fent  no  reprefentatives  till  the  reign 
of  Henry  VIII.  The  city  of  Weftminfter  itfelf  was  not 
reprefented  till  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  nor  the  two  uni- 
verfities  till  a  much  later  period,  the  reign  of  James  I. 
The  town  of  Newark  was  not  entitled  to  this  privilege  till 
It  receiyed  it  from  Charles  II.  —  That  a  prerogative  which 
gave  to  the  Sovereign  the  means  of  procuring  the  return 
c£  a  majority  of  his  favourites,  has,  by  the  zQ:  of  union^ 
been  virtually  abolifhed,  is  furely  a  change  that  cannot  be 
too  liberally  praifed ;  yet  this  change  is  clearly  'an  inno* 
vation. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  the  Sovereign  frequently  di* 
refked  the  principal  manufa£luring  and  commercial  towns 
of  the  country  to  fend  reprefentatives  to  a  council  of  trade, 
that  by  their  means  he  might  be  in(lru£ted  in  the  trading 
interefts  of  the  kingdom.  This  council  of  trade  was  not 
the  fame  with  that  aflembly  of  the  reprefentatives  of  towns 
which' granted  fupplies  to  the  Sovereign;  for  in  the  firft 
place,  the  obje£ts  of  the  two  aflemblies  were  diftin£l ;  an4 
in  the  next,  the  towns  which  fent  reprefentatives  to  the 
i;ouncii  of  trade  were  not  -ilways  empowered  to  fend  repre- 
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fentatives  to  Pariiament.     At  length,  Rowever,  the  rqsiv- 
fentatives  of  the  people  in  Parliament  took  upon  themfelves 
the  province  of  the  council  of  trade,  and  from  that  time  a 
grant  of  fupplies  was  almoft  always  accompanied  by  a  pe- 
tition on  behalf  of  the  interefts  ot  trade,  or  on  behalf  of 
tho^e  rights  of  property  and  freedom  by  tbe  maintenance 
of  which  the  interefts  of  trade  are  moft  efib^lually  pro- 
moted.   This  was  the  commencement  of  the  legifladfe 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  though  in  many  of 
the  ancient  ftatutes  they  are  not  fo  much  as  named,  and  in 
others  are  mentioned  as  petitioners  merely,  yet  as  dieir  pe- 
titions were  annexed  to  the  bills  by  which  they  granted 
fupplies,  they  foon  acquired  legiflative  authority  ;   fo  foon, 
indeed,  that  before  the  conclufion  of  the   reign    of  Ed- 
ward III.  the  Houfe  of  Commons  declared  that  they  would 
not  in  future  acknowledge  any  law  to  which  they  had  not 
ezpreflly  given  their  afient.     Thus,  Sir,  it  appears,  and  I 
appeal  to  our  ancient  ftatutes  for  the  truth  of  what  I  fay, 
that  the  exiftence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  diftind 
branch  of  the  legiflature,  is  an   innovation  in  the  Britifli 
government.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  innovation  at  leaft 
comes  not  within  the  fcope  of  his  Lordfhip's  general  cen- 
fure.    If  all  innovations  are  dangerous,  what  (hall  we  lay 
to  your  office,  Mr.  Speaker  ?  certainly  one  of  the  moft  im- 
portant in  the  kingdom,  but  clearly  an  innovation  ;  for  till 
the  reign  of  Richard  II.  it  does  not  appear  that  any  fuch 
office  exifted.    Or  what  {hall  we  fay  to  that  freedom  of 
fpeech  which  is  now  confidered,  and  very  juftly  confidered, 
as  an  eflential  privilege  of  Parliament ;  for  you  know.  Sir, 
that  freedom  of  fpeech  did  not  always  charaCterife  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Houfe.     In  former  times,  did  a  member  of 
Parliament  deliver  an  honeft  and  free  opiiiion,  imprifonmcnt 
In  the  Tower  was  often  his  reward.  In  the  time  or  Elizabeth, 
the  members  of  the  privy  council  aflumed  the  privilege  of 
controuling  the  freedom  of  debate.     <<  Sir,   you  maft  not 
**  fpeak  upon  that  fubjcft ;  the  Queen's  Majefty  will  be  an- 
•*  gry,  the  privy  council  will  be  angry'*     This  was  the  lan- 
guage of  minifters  in  thofe  days,  that  it  cannot  be  their  lan- 
guage at  prefent,  is  furely  not  to  be  lamented,  though  it  be  an 
innovation. — Sir,  this  is  not  the  firft  time  that  the  dangers  of 
innovation  have  been  proclaimed  in  England.  — When  tbe 
followers  of  Wickliffe  maintained  the  caufe  of  reafon  againft 
that  of  fuperftition,    «•  no  innovation'*  was  the  cry,  and 
tbe  fires  of  perfecution  blazed  in  different  parts  ci  tbe 
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l^ingdom,  .  At  a  later  period,  when  the  King  vras  declaie^ 
fupreme  head  of  the  church,  and  the  ccclefiaftical  power 
of  the  Pope  was  transferred  to  him,  the  change  wa^ 
trailed  a  portentous  innovatTon  that  would  inevitably  lea^l 
to  ihc  deftru6lion  of  the  government,  and  the  general 
niifery  of  the  people.  On  the  fame  ground  the  refor- 
mation itfelf  was  oppofed,  and  a  change  to  which  we 
are  indebted  for  many  of  the  mod  valuable  improvements 
in  the  kingdom  ;  a  change  to  which  we  owe  that  freedom 
of  thought,  that  boldnefs  of  a£lion,  which  mark  the  cha* 
rafter  of  the  Engliih,  and  have  given  to  their  fcanty  num- 
.bers  a  confequence  that  no  other  nation  has  furpafled,  was 
reprobated  at  the  time  as  a  profligate  dereIi£lion  of  the 
fyflem  of  our  anceftors,  as  a  pernicious  and  (hocking  inno- 
vation. 

When  I  heard  this  maxim  of  no  innovation  delivered 
by  the  noble  Lord,  my  mind  overborne  by  the  weight  of 
•his  authority,  refufed  for  a  moment  to  liften  to  her  rifing 
doubti.  But  when  I  rccoUeft  that  the  fame  maxim  was 
formerly  delivered  by  the  ignorant,  the  intercfted  and  the 
Nvorthlcfs ',  when  I  recollcfl  th^t  this  was  the  favourite, 
maxim  of  the  fervile  advocates  for  arbitrary  power  when- 
ever a  regulation  favourable  to  the  rights  of  mankind  was 
piopofed )  when  I  recoiled,  too,  that  this  was  the  maxim 
which  religious  zeal  infcribed  upon  her  banners,  when  (he 
fummoned  her  votaries  to  deeds  of  blood,  I  find  it  im«- 
pofTible  to  acquiefce  in  a  maxim  fo  incompatible  with  all 
improvement,  political,  civil  and  religious.  When  the 
noble  Lord  talkeH  of  the  raflinefs  of  making  the  fmalleft 
change  in  the  ancient  Britifh  constitution  ;  when  he  talkevi 
of  the  folly  of  difturbing  the- harmony  and  defacing  the 
beauty  of  the  venerable  fabrick,  his  expreflions  implied 
(for  what  elfe  could  they  mean)  that  at  fome  period  of 
our  hiftory,  the  Britifli  conftitution  attained  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  excellence  as  neither  required  nor  admitted  of  aiiy 
farther  material  improvement.  Permit  me  then,  to  afk,  at 
what  particular  period  the  Britifh  conditution  approached 
thus  near  to  perfection  ?  Surely,  the  noble  Lord  does  not 
mean  to  refer  us  to  the  Saxon  times  !  We  know,  indeed, 
fo  little  of  thofe  time£,  that  it  is  fcarcely  pofliblc  to  fay 
what  the  Saxon  conftilution  was  ;  yet  if  we  examine  the 
imperfe£l  records  that  are  left  us,  we  (Iiall  (ind  that  among 
the  Saxons  the  authority  of  the  firft  magiftrate  was  not 
fuBicient  for  (he  proteflion  of  his  fabjec\s  or -the  fccurity  / 
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of  his  own  fife.  One  of  their  kings  was  murdered  at  his 
own  tabic,  publicly,  by  an  outlawed  robber.  Another  of 
their  kings,  fuch  w.is  the  ftate  of  the  laws  amongll  them, 
had  not  power  fuflicicnt  to  proteft  his  own  queen,  though 
guiltlefs  and  unaccul'etl,  or  to  prevent  her  being  dragged 
from  hici  prcfcnce,  expofed  to  the  torture,  and  pubhcly 
m\irdcrcil.  A  conilitutlon  which  docs  not  protcft  the 
weak,  and  rcllniin  the  injufticc  of  the  ftrong  ;  whicb  Axs 
not  maintain  the  authority  of  the  magiftrate,  and  gire  ef- 
fect to  the  I9WS,  ca;>not  be  confidered  a»  fo  excellent  as 
neither  to  require  or  admit  of  material  improvement. 

I A  it  then  to  the  Norman  conftitution  thsi  the  noble 
Lord  means  to  apply  his  charafler  of  a  perfcft  goTem- 
nu-nt  ?  That  conititution  indeed  ellabllllied  ariftocraticit 
freedom,  the  freedom  of  the  immediate  tenants  of  the 
crown,  and  contained  the  principles  of  enlarc^ed  and  ge- 
neral liberty  5  yet  under  that  conftitution  fa  little  protec- 
tion was  given  to  the  civil  rights  of  the  people,  that  even 
in  the  cltimation  of  the  law  itfelf,  the  life  of  a  man  and 
the  life  of  a  bcaft  of  chace  were  valued  at  an  equal  rate- 
1  am  pcrfuadcd  the  noble  Lord  will  f;iy  thi¥t  it*was  not  of 
the  Norman  government  he  meant  to  fpeak.  Kut  perhaps 
he  may  think  that  the  pcrfe<^^  excellence  be  afcribcd  to 
our  anticnt  conftitution  is  true  of  that  conftitution  as  cfla- 
bliihcd  bv  A/azfia  Charta*  If  this  was  the  noble  Lord's 
meanings  it  follows  that,  in  his  opinion,  all  the  changes 
which  after  that  period  were  made  in  the  conftitution  were 
either  ufelefs  changes,  of  changes  for  the  worfe.  And 
d©cs  the  noble  Lord  really  think  that  the  celebrated  ftatutc 
Dc  tallagio  nan  conccdendo^  of  Edward  L  a  ftatute  which  fc- 
cures  the  inhabitants  of  towns  from  being  taxed,  as  they 
hitherto  had  been  by  the  King*s  prerogative  alone,  was  a 
ul'clefs  or  pernicious  innovation  ?  Docs  he  thirrk  that  the 
ftatutc  of  treafons,  pafTed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  a 
ftatute  by  which  the  life  of  the  fubjcft  is  no  longer  left  at 
the  meny  of  the  judge,  was  a  needlefs  or  mifchierous 
precaution  ?  or  does  he  think  that  the  exiftencc  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  third  branch  of  the  iegiflaturc, 
w^as  a  ufelefs  change,  if  not  a  ciMinge  for  the  worfe. 

Does  he  mean  to  reprobate,  in  the  fame  way,  the  aboIW 
tion  of  the  court  of  wards  and  liverieSy  that  court  of  an» 
ticnt  opprcffion  ?  Does  he  mean  to  reprobate  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  the  freedom  of  the  prefs,  that  beft  guard  to  tt:c 
freedom  of  the  fubjedl  ?  Doe«  he  mean  to  reprobate  the 
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itaitute  of  Habeas  Corpus^  that  fecond  Afa^na  Cbaria^  as  it 
has   been   cmpliaticaMy  called,  together  with  the  Bill  of  . 
Rights  itfelf?   The  noble  Lord  mult  either  condemn  all 
thefe  changes  in  the  conftitution,  or  eife  admit  that  our 
antient  coniUtution  was  very  far  from  being  what  he  de- 
fcribed   it  to  be,  a  fyitem  of  unimproveabk  excellence. 
But  though  it  is  inipoiFible  that  any  perfon  acquainted  with 
our  hiftory  can  ailent  to  the  noble  Lord's  ideas,  yet  many 
perhaps  may  be  difpofed  to  agree  with  the  honourable  gen» 
tleman  *  on  the  other  fide  the  Houfc,  who  faid,  if  I  di4 
not  mifunderGand  him,  that  the  Englifh  conilitution,  as 
cflabliflied  by  the  Ilevolution,  pofleiied  all  the  excellence 
of  which  it  was  capable,  and  that  he  docs  not  confider  as 
improvements  any  of  the  alterations  which  have  fince  been 
inade.     I  hope,  I  do  not  miilake  his  meaning  9  if  I  do,  he 
will  have  the  goodncfs  to  iet  me  right.     Now,  if  the  ho- 
nourable member's  poTition  be  true,  if  the  Britifh  confti- 
tiKion,  as  eflabliihed  by  the  Revolution,  was  really  perfe£b, 
it  neceflarily  follows  that  all  the  changes  which  have  been 
made  in  it  fince  that  period,  are  at  bed  impertinent  at«- 
tempts  to  improve  upon  perfeftion.     But  who  will  ven- 
ture to  fay,  thai  the  adl  which  excludes  penfioucrs,  and  a     , 
certain  defcription  of  placemen,  from  this  Houfe,  that  the 
a£l  for  eflablifliing  the  independence  of  the  judges,  that 
Mr  Gfeuvillc*s  a£t,  that  the  a£k  for  excluding  ofRcers  of 
cudoms  and  excife  from  voting  at  elc£lions,  that  th'S  a£i: 
for  reforming  his  Majcily  houfchold,  who  will  venture  to 
fay  that  thefe  different  acts,  all  of  which  produced  fom« 
change  in  the  conditucion,  were  at  bed  impertinent  at- 
tempts to  improve  upon  pcrfcflion^ 

Sir,  the  fatit  undoubtedly  is,  that  our  conditution  is  Icfs 
defe£live  at  prefent  than  it  was  at  any  former  period ;  but 
it  is  equally  a  fa£fc  that  our  conditution  is  dill  defe£ti\Hr, 
and.  that  it  has  not  yet  acquired-  the  perfection  of  which 
it  is  capable,  and  to  which,  for  that  reafon,  the  people  are 
entitled.  Liberty  was  always  the  informing  principle  of 
the  ^nglifh  conditution,  and  time  and  experience  have 
given  to  that  principle  an  extenfive,  but  not  yet  a  complete 
operation.  No  conditution  can  long  remain  unaltered  that 
is  not  adapted  to  the  circumilances  of  the  times,  and  the 
general  difpofition  of  the  people ;  for  in  proportion  as  the 
neople  improve  in  the  knowledge  of  the  means  and  the 
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inds  of  government,  improvements  in  the  conftitutton  viH 
1>e  demanded,  and  cannot  long  be  refufed*  Whtrn  the 
Stewarts  ^fcended  the  throne,  the  circunifl:itices  of  the 
times,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  people,  required  improTC- 
ments  in  th^  conilitution.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  that 
family  not  to  perceive  what  thofe  circumftances,  wh2C 
that  difpofition  had  rendered  eiTcntiaUy  requifitc;  a  far- 
ther improvement  is  now  folicited  by  the  people.  'I  he 
noble  Lord  dlfl'uades  us  from  a  compliance  with  their 
prayers  J  he  avows,  himfelf  an  enemy  to  all  improvements 
in  the  conilitution.  Very  different  from  his  were  the  fcu- 
timents  of  the  greateft  ftatefman  this  kingdom  has  at  any 
time  produced,  of  a  ftatefman  who  was  foremoft  in  your 
afTedion  as  well  as  your  cfteem,  anj  whofc  memory  yow 
mod  revere.  Let  him  for  a  moment  be  prcfent  to  your 
thoughts,  fmce  he  cannot  be  fo  in  perfon;  let  him  tell  tou 
i^hat  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  principles  of  the 
Btitiih  conilitution,  nor  does  he  think  you  will  fufpecl  him 
of  an  indifference  to  its  intcreils ;  yet  he  advifcd  the  very 
improvement  that  is  now  propofctl ;  h6  advifed  it  as  the 
only  means  of  invigorating  a  conilitution  notorioudy  de* 
cayed ;  he  advifcd  it  as  the  only  fecurity  that  can  be  o^  - 
tained  againfl  the  profligacy  of  the  times,  the  corrnptioa 
of  the  people,  the  ambition  of  the  crown, 
Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  rofe,  and  icmarked  to  the  Hodfc,  that 

he  made  no  doubt  there  were  fome  perfons  prefent  who 
would  attribute  what  he/aid  to  lukewarmnefs,  and  not  to 
zeal  J  however,  regardlcfs  of  their  cenfure,  he  would  freely 
deliver  his  fentiments,  and  affure  the  Houfe  that  he  molt 
heartily  concurred  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion,  that  the  conilitution  required  fome 
reform,  and  fo  far  from  its  being  abfurd  to  make  any  in- 
novation on  it,  he  was  certain  that  the  nature  of  our  con* 
ftitution  required  innovation  and  renovation  ^  for  the  beauty 
of  the  conilitution  did  not  confiil,  as  fome  people  ima- 
gined, in  theory,  but  in  the  pra£lice.  He  knew  it  was  the 
common  and  the  popular  opinion,  that  our  conftitutioa 
was  beautiful  in  theory,  but  all  corrupt  in  prafticc.  Singu* 
lar  as  his  fentimcnt  might  be  upon  the  fubje<£l,  he  made 
no  fcruple  to  avow,  that  he  looked  to  the  revcrfc  as  the 
true  defcription  of  our  conilitution,  and  thought  it  ad- 
miribic  in  pi:atlice,  but  imperfedl  and  very  faulty  in  theory. 
The  theory  was  in  its  nature  found  by  experience  to  be 
abfurd  in  fcveral  parts;  for,  as  it  was  compofed  of  three 
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ftates.  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  It  was  abfurd  to  tliinf 
that  one  man  (liould  have  an  equal  power  to'  the  whole 
multitude  5  therefore,  in  the  praftical  part,  that  power  was; 
wifely  curtailed,  and  not  left  in  the  brcaft  of  one  man,  but 
in  a  government  confiding  of  feveral  minifters.  He  re-' 
garded  it  as  one  of  its  chief  excellencies,  that  it  invoilved' 
a  renovating  principle  in  itfelf,  and  by  being  capable  of 
repeated  improvement,  admitted  the  pollibility  of  its  being; 
from  time  to  time  carried  ta  a  degiee  of  perfeclion,  beyond 
which  no  human  idea  could  go.  , 

The  right  honourable  Secretary  faid,  much  had  beenf 
mentioned  relative  to  the  ihortcning  the  duration  of  Par^ 
liaments,  and  fome  perfons  attributed  all  our  calamities  tty 
the  want  of  fhort  Parliaments.  He  had  looked  into  hif- 
tory,  and  found  that  when  Parliaments  were  more  fre- 
quent, the  nation  was  more  brilliant  and  fucccfsful;  he- 
had  alfo  obferved,  that  for  a  period  of  many  years  fmcc 
the  pafiing  of  the  Septennial  bill,  the  nation  had  been  at 
the  pinnacle  of  its  glory,  therefore  he  could  infer  nothing 
from  that,  nor  did  he  in  faft  fee  that  this  was  material 
either  way.  The  noble  Lbrd,  in  talking  of  the  American 
war^  had  faid  it  was  popular  in  the  beginning,  that  it  had 
been  begun  agreeable  to  the  wi flies  of  the  people,  and 
carried  on  by  their  confent  until  it  proved  unfuccefsful, 
when  a  flop  was  put  to  it.  He  differed  with  him;  for  al- 
though it  had  undoubtedly  been  begun  by  their  wifhcs^ 
the  people  were  for  putting  an  end  to  it  much  fooner  than 
it  was  ended;  and  there  he  faw  the  defect  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ;  it  did  not  fpeak  the  wifhes  of  the*  people 
quick  enough.  He  begged  leave  to  revert  to  the  two  hypo* 
thcfes  mentioned  by  Mr.  Thom;  s  Pitt,  wherein  he  faid'  the 
defpotifm  of  the  crown  had  continued  a  minifter  in  power 
againft  the  wirtics  of  the  people;  and  the  rcpublicanilm  of 
the  people  had,  in  grafping  for  power,  taken  the  crown 
captive,  and  robbed  it  of  its  prerogative.  Certainly,,  in 
the  courfe  of  two  years,  fomething  iHce  that  had  happened ; 
but  he  denied  that,  in  all  the  cofitcntions  he  had  held,  and 
the  fyftematic  oppofition  (as  it  had  been  called)  that  he 
gave  to  the  noble  Lord,  that  ever  he  (Iruggled  for  power. 

With  refpe^   to  what  the  noble  Lord  had  faiJ,  that  by 
adding  more  knights  for  the  counties,  the  landed  would 
overmatch  the  commercial  intercll  ;  he  could  by  no  means- 
fee  that  to  be  the  faft  ;  for  commerce  now  had  fpread  it- 
felf fo  univcrfally,  the  landed  ^id  the  commercial  mterefts 
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^rere  infeparablcy  therefore  he  was  not  afraid  of  any  harm 
ia  that  quarter  ^  nor  did  he  fear  much  from  the  ariitocracy 
that  would  be  occafioned }  for  although  the  motion  went 
to  a  refolution  to  add  more  members  to  th^  counties  and 
capital,  it  by  no  means  confined  gentlemetrYroin  making 
any  wife  regulations  in  the  bill  that  would  be  brought  in, 
if  the  motion  was  carried;  and  really  he  ihould  not  pro- 
bably be  for  adding  them  all  to  the  counties  and  capital, 
but  (hould  be  for  fome  to  the  large  towns  of  Bixmingham» 
Manchedcr^  &c*  in  order  to  make  the  reprcfentatiou  more 
equal. 

He  next  touched  on  the  offer  of  Mr.  T.  Pitt  to  give  vp 
bis  borough  of  Old  Sarum :  it  had  a  great  found,  he  (aid ; 
but  in  all  thofe  fine  flourifties  which  gentlemen  take,  the 
Houfe  fhould  confider  well  the  nature  of  the  propofal. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  made  an  offer  that  he 
knew  could  not  be  accepted,  therefore  the  merit  was  not 
£>  great  as  it  appeared.  There  wer«  many  pcnons  who 
were  againft  the  motion,  becaufe  it  was  an  innovation; 
yet  they  were  perfectly  agreeable  to  innovations;  they 
were  not  againft  what  was  almoft  a  new  dodrine,  at  Icait 
It  was  for  near  a  hundred  years,  he  meant  an  intcrpontion 
irf  the  other  Houfe  with  rcfpcft  to  money  bills;  there, 
merely  for  the  fpirit  of  oppofition,  perfons  attempted  to* 
meddle  with  what  they  were  totally  ignorant  of,  as  was 
plain  to  be  feen  by  their  pondufl.  [In  khis  Mr.  Fox  al« 
fuded  to  what  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  had  faid  of  the  nght 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  alter  money  bills.3  There  one 
noble  Lord  argued  about  lottery  tickets,  in  a  manner  th;ii 
could  not  help  being  ridiculed;  another  noble  Lord  at- 
tenpted  to  prove,  that  borrowing  money  leficned  a  debt; 
in  hSty  it  mud  be  the  cafe,  where  perfons  ofiicioufly  med* 
die  with  what  does  not  concern  them,  and  talk  of  things 
in  a  place  where  they  have  no  right. 

The  honourabfe  Secretary  entered  into  a  ftrong  vindica* 
tion  of  the  Yorkfliire  and  other  committees  from  the  (htcr 
that  had  been  call  on  them  by  Mr.  Powys,  for  the  fpecula* 
tive  points  they  had  thrown  out.  He  wiflied  the  Houfe  to 
recoiled^  that  Sydney,  Locke,  &c.  writing  on  the  confti* 
tutioii,  had  fpeculated  far  beyond  what  w^s  pra£iicable ; 
yet  much  good  refuhed  from  their  fpeculations,  and  they 
were  great  helps  to  the  pra£licable  beauty  of  which  we  fo 
much  boafted.  He  would  not  run  into  a  long  hiftory  of  a 
ciookcd  leg,  in  which  the  gentleman  had  conduced  him* 
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felf  butlamelf;  but  he  -would,  in  imitation  of  him,  mike 
a  (imile,  and  compare  the  conftitution  of  the  country  to 
that  of  an  individual ;  it  was  exaAly  the  fanie  ;  it  was  to 
be  fed,  it  was  to  be  nouriftied,  it  was  to  cxift  by  nutrimentj 
tind  would  undoubtedly  be  liable  to  diforders.  Suppofe 
the  patient  had  a  fever  and  was  to  call  for  water,  the  phy- 
fician  wrould  not  be  bound  to  comply  with  his  requeft,  but 
would  mix  up  fomething  that  would  nourifh,  that  would 
he  moid,  and  that  would  quench  the  third,  and  not  have 
the  evil  tendency  that  water  would  ;  fo  it  was  the  duty  of 
that  Houfe  to  admimder  for  the  relief  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  not  exadly  as  called  for  by  the  wild,  extravagant 
doftrine  of  letting  every  man  who  was  not  a  fool  or  a  mad* 
man  vote,  but  by  taking  fohic  wife,  falutary  deps  that 
would  redrefs  the  grievances  complained  of.  He  entered 
very  fully  into  the  nature  of  the  conditution,  expreflfed 
himfelf  a  warm  friend  to  a  reform,  faying,  mankind  were 
tnade  for  themfelves,  not  for  others ;  and  that  it  was  the  heft 
government  where  the  people  had  the  greated  fhare  in  it. 
He  could  have  wiflied,  he  faid,  that  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  fimilar  to  that  moved  for  lad  year,  as  he  did  not 
think  the  prefent  motion  would  go  far  enough  ;  but  as  he 
was  confident  it  would  be  an  amendment,  he  ftiould^ive  it 
his  hearty  fupport. 

Mr.  Burke  rofe  to  fpeak,  but  many  members  rifing  to  Mr.3uiSx;. 
come  ou:  of  the  Houfe  at  the  time,  Mr.  Burke  declined 
fpeaking. 

.Mr.  IVetbore  Ellis  fupported  Lord  North,  and  declared  Mr.Wel- 
that  reprefentation,  as  now  infided  on,  was  a  word  un-  bo»e£i-i«- 
known  to  our  ancedors,  who  never  cither  argued  or  wrote 
upon  it  with  any  view  to  the  fort  of  condruftion  that  it 
had  now  obtained.  He  had  even  fct  himfelf  againd  all 
thefe  loofe  and  inconfident  ideas  of  reform,  which  had 
been  propagated  of  late  with  fo  much  zeal  and  ardour,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  that  if  we  once  began  to  tamper  with  aad  tin- 
ker the  conditution,  we  fhould  never  have  an  end,  nor  be 
able  to  afcertain  the  extent  of  the  confcquences  it  might 
produce. 

Sir  Charles  Turner  faid,  he  knew  the  public  expe'Sed  his  ^Ir  Chartea 
fentimtnts  on  the  bufinefs,    a^d   it  made  him  proud  to  Tumcr. 
think  they  had  confidence  in  him.     He  was  certainly  fof  a 
reform ;  ne  was  fure'onc  was  wanted,  and  he  could  have 
wiflied  for  a  committee  to  have  been  appointed  in  prefc- 
len^e.    He  fhould  vote  for  the  prcfcni  motion.    He  faid 
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tbc  noble  Lord  was  wrong  to  mention,  that  neither  the 
towns  of  Leeds,  Wakefield,  or  Halifax  had  petitioned, 
they  had  all  figned  in  the  county  petition.  He  was  againit 
an  ariftrocacy,  thou^rh  he  faid  when  a  man  was  made  a  peer, 
he  looked  upon  him  as  out  of  Parlijipieut,  and  of  no  t:fc, 
only  a  kind  of  lumber.  He  paid  many  compliments  to  the 
.abilities  of  Mr.  Bcaufoy,  after  which 

The  LorJ  ^avuiitf  rofe,  and  dated,  that  laft  year  he  w^s 
againft  going  into  a  committee,  becaufe  there  was  no  fi^t^' 
clfic  motion  made ;  now  he  was  for  the  motion,  becaufe 
he  thought  .it  a  good  one ;  he  always  approved  of  the 
.co^utv  members  in  particular,  they  were  looked  upon  as  the 
moft  honed,  and  the  lead  liable  to  be  corrupted,  and  there- 
fore l>e  gave  the  motion  his  hearty  affent.  The  granting  I'c^ 
much  to  the  willies  of  the  people,  would  be  the  bed  means 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  bufinefs  entirely,  and  would-  ccr- 
plainly,  in  the  popular  phrafe,  give  a  frefli  infufion  of  fin€ 
Wood  to  the  conditution  of  that  Houfe.  He  entered  at 
length  into  a  datement  of  his  reafons  for  voting  with  Mr. 
Pitt  on  .the  prcfcnt  quedion,  and  faid  »t  was  a  fubjcck 
which  he  had  attentively  confidered,  and  on  which  be  had 
made  up  his  mind. 

Captain  Luttrell  faid,  he  rofe  to  exprefs  his  wlfh  that  the 
contents  of  the  Yorkfliire,  the  Suflex,  the  Chichefter,  and, 
in  ihoft,  of  all  of  thofe  other  petitions,  which  folicited  a 
general  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  this  country,  mig^.t 
be  fevered  from  the  red,  becaufe  he  was  furc  thev  mc- 
rited  the  mod  ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe,  As  they 
fpokc  the  .true,  the  genuine  and  the  natural  voice  of  the 
people  ^  biit  he  was  equally  perfuadcd  that  thofe  petitions, 
whicli  feemcd  mod  -to  be  efpoufed  by  the  right  honourable 
mover,  which  he  had  blended  with  the  others ;  that 
fought  but  for  local  advantages,  and  partial  reibmiation, 
militated  dire£Hy  againd  the  intereds,  and  againft  the 
wifties  of  the  people,  and  ought  to  be  rejetbed  \  therefore 
he  confidered  the  motion  as  one  of  the  mod  important 
ones  that  ever  was  agitated  in  any  Houfe  of  Parliament ; 
and  in  the  event  of  its  fuccefs,  he  thought,  would  be  ^t- 
feuded  with  greater  hazard  to  -the  conditutional  exiftcucc 
of  this  coamry,  tti  in  if  all  the  powers  of  Europe  were 
combined  in  arms  againd  it,  had  difpoflefTed  us  of  our  fc- 
xclgn  dominion,  and  reduced  us  to  the  degree  of  a  petty 
date.  Nay,  were  they  to  carry  depredations  into  the  very 
Jbeart  of  i\\i^  iflaud,  and  render  us  tributary  to  fomc  Catht^ 

he 
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\\t  iAotinrch,  we  ftibuld  defend  the  cehfKtution  ag  lY  is  now 
by  k^  eftabliflied,  and  guard  againft  innovation  from  our 
H*iUrat  enemies,  to  tbe  laft  acre  of  oar  territory,  and  to 
rtielajt  drop  of  OUT  jblbod:  then  flrall  we  be  amufed  and 
perfunUted  tro  thinks  that  becaixfe  tbe  plan  originated  amongift 
euffcives>  and  was  carried  by  progrdiive  degrees  into  execu- 
tion, that  it  will  prove  kf9  deftrudiive  and  difgraceful  in  the 
end.  He  £iid»  tii^e  iiipbie  tree  of  our  glorious  conftitution^ 
nurfed  wkh  all  the  oare,  the  indaflry,  and  wifdom  of  out 
ancelho^sv  iftid  whicbfflOiArifhedfor  many  ageS|  was  left  to  uit 
in  beauty  fufficiient  to  e;cdte  the  envy  and  admiration  of 
sdf  the  world*  Our  p^redeceflons  beheld  it  as  a  fenfitive 
plaint,  wtkidt,  to  0oybh  but  a  fibre  of,,  would  coufa  tfat 
w4«^lef  to  flirink.  ft  was  left  for  modem  political  -artifti 
i6  ptuMeatld'to  lopitti  moft  ^xipanded  branches  5  and  now 
they  woikltl  imc  lai  belies,  that  by  cutting  more  fuckers 
fWnn  ;tfhe  root,  k  wHI  ptoduce  better  ihoots  ^  but  the  exp^ 
ritfieiits  lately  inade,  <hai^  ferved  to  prejudice  rather  fhati 
lo  improve  the  ptent ;  and  xMich  as  he  refpe£):ed  the  abili^ 
ties  Q)id  ingenuity  of  its  prefent  principal  manager,  iie 
doiAted  his  Hcill  btiing  equcrl  to  tbe  reftoration  of  its  loit 
Vigour,  fu'pponng^heprofededlilic  intention  to  attempt ir« 

Sttrdy  the  parffalremffoy  whkh  was  nqw  intended  to  be 
a)>plied  to^mperfdiftiDn^,  (to  judge  of  it  from  the  right  ho^ 
nour^ble  mbver's  own  avowal,  as  well  as  from  the  conduft 
and  profefii^ns  of  many  g^at  men,  and  by  the  refoiutions 
of  varioift  arfTociationls)  might  tend  to  demolifh  the  confti<» 
tution  root  and  branch,  bv  •eftaUilhing  a  moil  dangerous 
•fiftociiacy ;  for  if  we  continue  a  work,  which  ipjiis  opintoQ 
was  moft  impolitically  and  unjuftly  began  laft  year,  wheil 
we  overpoiatsd  the  weight  in  favour  of  the  Lords  and  great 
GoMmoners^  and  ihouul  now  add  to  it,  by  an  increafe  of 
coanty,  jand  an  cxtet|ficm  of  borough  fra^nohiiie  and  repre* 
fodiation,  we  (houM  enable  them  to  conte^  for  po^er  with 
the  Crown,  or  to  obt^io  it's  favour^  by  facrifidng  the  moft 
ivttlQld)te  fights  of  the  people,  and  we  may  not  then  find  it 
io  ea(V  to  regain  our  Joft  libertj^^  as  it  has  beep  to  perXuade 
liirMaj^fty  torelinquilh  much  of  hi«  juft  prerogative.  But 
lie  find^  the  objcft  of  the  ptople^s  purfuit  was  npt  to  heat* 
taiined  or  qualified  by  any  partial  or'^modfrate  reform* 
Tbty  chi^  the  rights  whidi  they  derive  froni  the  original 
tnrftitutiioD  of  repretentatten,  and  declare  that  tio  decrees^ 
Judgment,  oV  afia  of  Parliament,  can  knpair  or  I'uhvert. 
tbeiD ;  bot  tfaa^  W<  mvft  recur  to  th^  firft  principles  of  thf 
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confiifution  as  the  only  meafure  to  efFcft  our  political  ialva 
tion.     Then,  lays  he,  let  us  lee  to  what  extent  the  rtfonn 
which  the  commonality  afk  vrould  go,     and  we  read,  that 
in  ,anrient  times,  much  the  grcaieft  part  of  the  land  was 
divided   between  the  Kingt  the  military  Barons,   and  the 
^reat  Ecclciiafticks,  i^ho  with  the  mefne  Lords^  and  fiick 
Tenants,    conftitutcd  the  Legiilature,  coofifling  on  foroe 
pcc<ilions  of  tiiore  than  three  thoufand  peribns,  and  tbey 
^ffembled  of  th^mfclves  regularly  twice  in  the   year;  hot 
as  more  general  divifion  of  the  lands  took  place,  the  teoaots, 
in  capliCf  became  too  numerous  for  all  of  them  to  aiTemUe 
inlpcrlbn,  and  many  of  them  being  perfons  of  mean  Urtii, 
ond  circumftances,  the  Barons  refuied,  and  difdained  toaf- 
jTociate  with  them,  and  therefore  by  degrees  formed  tbeia^ 
felves  intp  a  dl{lin£l  or  upjxr  chamber,  coiYftitutio^  wbat 
has  fmcebcen  called  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     Bat  it  bcii^  (as 
X)r.  Roberifon  obferves)  a  fundameiftal  principle  in  thcfco- 
dal^onftitution,  that  no  freeman  could  be  governed  or  tax- 
ed, unlefs.by  his  owrf  confent;  and  as  the  numben  aod 
•circumltances   rendered  a  perfonal   attendance   inconKUient 
to  many,  and    impradicable  to  all,    the  mode  Was  adopt- 
ed of  delegating  a  few  as  proxies  for  the  reft  ;  but  all  ibe 
great    Barons    continued  to  appear   in  perfon,    and  were 
lummoncd,  as  of  old,  by  immediate  writ  from  the  crown, 
the  deputies  by  writ  to  the  fhejifF  of  each  county  direflicg 
him  to  caufe  fo  many  knights  of  the  (hire  to  be  indiffereotlf 
chofen  in  picno  comitatu^  and  returned  to  ferve  in  Pariiarocoi 
for  fuch  county  ;  tliis  he  took  to  be  the  origin  of  county  ic- 
prefentation,  which  continues  much  the  fame  in  manner  ^ 
in  form  to  the  prefent  time. 

The  eltabli(hment  of  communities  and  corporations  wss 
either  co*eval  or  foon  followed,  for  as  towns  grew  populcsi 
and  wealthy,  the  inhabitants  acquired  perfonal  freedom,  ad 
as  they  became  fubjeft  to  taxation  or  tallage,  diftinfi  fitxs 
the  countie«|  many  of  them  were  declared  free  boroogbi, 
and  rein-eftntaiion  immediately  followed  as  of  common  righr, 
for  l^ing  emancipated  from.  valTalage,  they  acquired  by  li;- 
gi  ees  all  the  rights  of  freemen  of  the  realm,  one  of  the  iDof 
valuable  of  which  was,  the  difttnguiflied  privilege  'of  a  ihr 
in  the  legiilature,  by  having  a  voice  by  themfclves  or  de;-- 
tie«,  in  i-hc  formation  of  all  laws  by  which  they  were  Urj^ 
and  l:^t\vard  the  iirft  infertcd  in  his  Writ  of  fummons,  as  a  nv 
ed  tnaxiin  of  the  Englilh  conftitution,  that  a  law  to  bind  i-^ 
u»u{t  bcaiTented  toby  all^  for  until  the  eighth  year  Of  £di^ 
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the  fourth,  all  corporations  and  boroughs  poflrl&d  fuch  z*' 
privilege,  although  many  of  them  did  not  excrcilc  it.  The » 
writs  iflued  to  the  (hcriffs  di'ref^ed  them  in  general  words  to 
fummon  all  the  boroughs  in  their  refpedive  counties  to  cle£t> 
members  to  Parliament;  wHen  this  was  done,  the  Iheriils* 
feverally  made  their  report  with  thefe  words,  mc  Junt  plur'et'- 
burgt  intra  baliivam  tneam^  ! 

Mr*  de  Lolme  oi)rprves,  that  although  the  feudal  fyftem* 
broke  in  upon  us  like  a  flood,  the  tide  no  Iboner  began  to. 
fubdde,  than  the  three- fold  powers  of  the  cotiftitution  aroie,- 
difclofing  that  region   which  was  deft ined  to  be  the  fe^t  of* 
philoiophy  and  civil  liberty,  the   feeds  of  which,  he  fays,* 
were  fown  when  the  deputies  of  the  whole  nation,  wdre  ad-; 
mitted  i«tp  Parliament.    For  until  the  eighth  ycair  of  Edward 
the  fourth,  the  delegation  to  the  legiflaturc  feems  rather  tO' 
have  been  incidental  to  freedom,  than  proceeding  frotn  grace 
and  favour   from   the  crown.     We  know   that   at  county: 
eledions,  no  free  man  Tclident  within  the  county,  wasde-: 
nied  the  right  ol  voting  for  his  delegate,  until  the  tenth  of 
Henry  the  (sxth,  .when  the  a£l:  paiTed  which  reftri£tj  that 
franchife,  to  perlbns  having  freeholds  of  forty  Hiilbngs  per 
annum.     And  certain  it  is,  that  the  people  by  their  proxies 
conftitutcd  an   it?)portant  collateral  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment moretlvtn  five  hundred  years  ago,  as  appears  by  writs 
of  ele£iion  which  are  ftill  extant;  fo  that  it  fhould*  feem* 
to  a  complete  or  perfeA  reprcfeatatton  they  were  originally 
entitled,  and  therefore,  if  any  Parliamentary  reform  was 
to  be    made   in    the    plenitude    of    jufiice,     and   in    the 
fpirit  of  our  antient  conftitution,  it  ought  to  extend   to  an 
equal   reprefentiition    of  the   whole  kingdom.      In  theory 
this  was  certainly  deiirablc^  but  in  pra£iice  he  feared  it  would 
be  found  Ji^cuk,  inexpedient,  impolitic,  and  perhaps  im-* 
pradicable;  if  fo  then,  he  contended,  and  he  thought  he 
could  (how  that  the  prefent  rcprefentation  with  all  it's  im-s 
perfeftions,    was  full  as  good,'  as  any  of  the  feveral  propoied 
alterations  wotild  make  it  (it  were  eafy  to  difcero  which  of 
them  deferved  the  mofl  attention)  and  at  leaftthe  ailvantage 
of  polTeiJing  a.  franchife  better  vnderftood,  t^an   would  be 
the  cafe,    with  any  other  rcprefeataiioa  for  a  century   to 
come,  was  ip  favour  of  the  prefent  one.     He  thought  the 
very,  agitating  the  queftion  tended  rather  to  damage  than  to 
repair  the  conft^itmion,  but  as  it  was  brought  betore  them; 
he  would  oiTer  his  .opinion  on  th^  fuhjefl,    not  borrowed 
ffom  any  particular.ai^thors,  but  which  he  bad  adopted  from 
.,  ^  4X2  the 
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tlie  ceAilf  of  tnocb  praftice,  of  feme  rmdiag,  and  a  good 
deal  of  ciMjuiry,  He  faid,  that  with  xt^ntBt  to  t^K  iotro* 
dtfciog  thd  democratical  part  of  the  legiflatofe,  wfaetfaci^die 
titiuige  of  circuBiftance  in  the  comiaoaTfluxof  iiiiiiiaii  afifis 
rendered  it  prodent  and  neceflary^  wheiiier  froontke  good 
intenrioii  c>f  eftablUhing  a  oaore  permaoent  oommoii  ifiie«ft, 
between  the  rcprelenucive  and  hit  mmediate  ooaftitoeot, 
.  or  from  what  other  canTe  it  arofe,  there  were  various  aod 
difcordaot  opinions  about,  nor  was  it  material  to  theprdbit 
pnrpoie ;  but  ih  the  eighth  year  of  Edward  the  foartb,  the 
the  charter  of  Wenlock  was  graabed,  which  is  thefirft  chit 
cpntains  an  exprtfs  claafe  for  invefting  the  bnrgeflci  cf  t 

Eirticular  tawa  with  iuch  a  priviltjee;  aird  in  'the  raga  of 
enry  thb  fixth^  the  town  of  Calais,  in  France,  was  di* 
T«£led  to  fend  ft  membtr  to  Parliaaaenr^  and  one  Thomas 
Fofber  was  returned,  and  fat  in  the  Hooit  of  Cooimoasfor 
that  place,  fiut  as  trade  and  popuUtion  iocscafed,  it  was 
found  neoeffary  to  modify  and  reftrift  the  delegation  frooi 
^  boroughs  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation.  Efdward 
tbs  fourth  privileged  Weniock  and  Grantham  ;  Henry  the 
iixth  crtated  .He^tfbury)  Hindon,  Wooton  Baflfety  Stock* 
bridge^  Weflbury,  and  Gatton ;  Henry  the  eigbth  privi* 
kgedChefter,  MooniEOutfa,  and  Wales,  adding  at  oocethir* 

2  one  members  So  the  Hott(e  of  Coinmdns ;  Edward  die 
th  added  Maidilone  and  St.  Albans;  thirteen  oiott  bo* 
K>dgbs  were  added  by  Quctil  Elieabech ;  three  anoee,  and 
tke  Univerfictes,  by  Iting  Jafnes  thefirft;  (otir  ia  U^  tioie 
of  Charles  the  firft:^  Netvark  by  charter,  andDarhani,  with 
kaishts  \o  tfaat  coonty,  by  ad  of  ParSiainent,  ia  the  feign 
of  Charles  the  fecoad.  But  as  thde  boroughs  were  eAaMsih* 
U,  many  othevs  went  to  decay,  feveral  petitionrd  to  be 
yciiered  frQm  ftndmg  members  to  Parliameat,  allcdyng, 
thiat  die  eicpence  of  mainraiaing  them^  ^as  toothcavy,  fDr  ia 
(hofe  times,  each  member  received  foqr  fliUlkig^  per  day  kf 
hk  attepdan^,  from  his  conftitaents ;  v^bicb  accordion  to 
the  diilereace  in  wteight  and  t^atoe  of  moneiy  at  this  period, 
and  that,  is  ecjual  to  foiiy  fliilliogs  a  day  now.  It  aever 
was  vntill  lately  fuppoTi^^  that  the  afiatrs  of  this  aatioa 
could  be  well  condudcd  by  any  admtniflratioA,  uatcia  they 
were  enabled  to  procure  a  conftaut  attendance  lb  do  the  peGe£> 
tfary  bultods  of  Parliament,  and  to  make  a  feafooable  con** 
penfation  to  thote  who  devdved  their  time  wM  abilities  to  tfat 
fervice  of  the  flate.  7'he  theory  of  a  ^Parliameat,  vithoac 
fiJaceme&or  dependents^    is -certainly  «good ;    b9t  eooiicry 

gentlemen. 
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genilcincn,  bt^d  io  }he  fchppl  of  lonry  ^nA^z{c,  arc  not 

I'cibdily  \o  be  curtaikd  pf  their  pleai^rcf,  and  will  pot  be 
dcpriv^  of  ihctu  rot9Uy  f/ott  Koveoibcr  lo  July,  to  attend 
the  rp))t^n>  of  Parliamentary  bu^ncCs,  which  \$  fripqucfitly 
tedious  ^4  itldom  {>)cai'ant*  Tht  aid  ipf  tf^x)^  verfed  ia 
calcoUj^ipn,  oif  tboib  deep  read  in  kiftory,  of  otben  uied  to 
negotiation,  and  of  i'ucb  a$  axe  well  verfrd  in  commercial 
awtte((>  mud  be  always  rtduired  by  ihe  Minifiera  and  by 
the  Hoafe,  anci  t^ere  mould  .certainly  be  Ufttbe  laeana  c>iF 
bringing  th^m  into  Parliament  forthepiabtic  fervice,  aawoll 
astiioTe  who  sire. to  dp  the  official  bu&icis  of^vernincnu 
't'hp  origin  of  borQUgh  reppcfc rotation,  he  faid,  was  the  pro- 
UiQipn  of  IradjB^  thac  of  the  cp^^tif  s  the  landed  intereft ; 
but  <M  eviexy  member  for  a  bproo^  tt^uft  jjfo  have  a  land^ 
^ftaxe  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  ano^in,  fprely  tbe 
^oofitry  gentlemen  have  every  pfoocftion  which  parl^men^ 
t^ry  repretentation  oug'.t  to  afford  tbem^and  there  is  no 
need  pf  any  alteration  on  their  account.  Befides,  Ihould 
we  come  ro  diileminate  boroughs^  a  moft  invidious  difpucc 
^ill  arife,  as  to  which  are  exceptionable  and  which  arc  not 
£6.  Since  the  disCraachifemepc  of  all  revenue  officers,  be 
believed  the  Crown  had  b^t  ^  ^^ry  inconfideraHc.intereil 
in  anvof  xhem.  He  thought  there  was  no  longer  any  dan-* 
ger  ot  that  intluence  to  be  feared  by  the  moft  jealous  of  pre- 
rogative pawrr,  \>ut  it  wastUne  to  take  car^;  that  the  arifto- 
cratical  weight  of  property  did  not  totally  bear  down  the 
power  of  the  Ccown,  and  eftablifh  an  ini^aence  much  moro 
deftruf^ivc  to  the  frcedpm  of  this  couniey,  by  fetting  up 
|hc  landed  againft  the  commercial  incercft^  arid  this  too  in 
a  cpnunercial  kingdom,  which  might  end  in.vverawing  l)Oth 
the  OowQ  and  tbe  people*  Jthad  been  faid,  that  amongft 
ihe  iippure  boroughs,  ripoe  vvcre  more  fp  than  inch  as  had 
been  put  up  to  fale.  Cricklade  being  one  of  thofe  which 
bad  beeo  found  by  a  cpmnnttee  to  come  vndcr  that  deTcrip* 
tipo^  what  followed  i  Why  the  rig;ht  ,of  voting  for  that 
boroi^gh  was  esM^pded  itp  the  fprty  (hillings  a  year  freehol* 
dereof  (o^t  cbo^n  huindre4f>  near  ir,  9nd  thu5  a  lord 
stnd  gre^t<:oini|ioner.or  two,  .u>  whorn  they  are  chie^y  te« 
paotsi  have  *i\ip  nftmiilg  of  the  members  for  Cricklade-,  ai 
ehe  inhabitants  bear  no  proportipn  in  numbers  to  the  other 
voqsfB,  whiileall  Ijie  Jveight  t^  the  t^xes  fall  on  ibe  town« 
Tiuis  in 4  i^peni  inft^pce  «have  Parliament  converted  a  fref9 
borough  into  (he  worA  kind  of  hur|pge- tenure.  How  the 
c^oft^ptipA  i$.i.9VKive4  iyr  i|^  PI  tSf  public  beiKiifiied»  U 

was 
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was  at  a  Idfs  to  tell ;  but  this  he  faw  cleaWy  was  tlie  fort  of. 
reform  ^imcd  at  by  many,  and  fomcihing  fimilar  to  it  by 
all  who  talked  of  moderate  alteration  in  the  rcprefrntation, 
or  in  other  Avords  fuch  alteration  as  wcJiHd  moft  iocreai'e 
their  own  {tower  and  influence,  while  it  might  fcnrc:to  ex- 
tend that  riot,  tronfufion,  idlenefs,  difiipation,  ill-bloody  or 
bad  ncighboorhood,  which   generally  prevail  at  eiedioos, 
and  occafion  the  inhabitants  of  borough  towns  to  live  in  con- 
iant  ennriicy.     He  obferved,  that  he  had  much  more  10  &y 
on  the  fubjeft,  but  finding  that  the-  Honfc  was  impatient 
for  the  qoeftion,  he  woviki  conclude  with   this  declaratioo, 
that  he  thought  the  motion  of  the  right  honourable  member 
tended  rather  to  deliroy,  than  to  repair,  the  conftitutjoa 
ef  the  country  ;  wifhihg  as  he  did  rather  to  be  governed  by 
the  King  of  the  country,  and  by  a  better  King  it  never  was 
governed,    than  by  the  lords  and  great  commoners,   and 
thinking  too,   by-  agreeing  to  the  motion,  it  would  only 
tend  to  fubvert  infttad  of  to  uphold  the  rights  of  rcprcfen- 
tation,  he  flionid  vote  lor  the  order  of  the  day. 
TiieEaTlof      The  Earl  of  Surrey  faid,    he  could  have  wifhed  that  a 
^"'*-*       committee  had  been  ap|X)inted  in  preference  to  the  n>otioa 
licforelhc  Houfe ;  but  '^  he  had  only  his  choice  left  of  vo- 
ting for  the  motion  or  for  the  order  of  the  day,  he  certainly 
fiiould  giv^'ihe  preference  to  the  right  honourable  genilc- 
man's  nsoiton  ;  *n(l  he  hoped  the  public  would  not  flop  at 
that  partial  reform,  but  i^rfevere;  it  did  not  go   near  far 
enough.   He  had  hoped- the  burgage* tenures  would  bave  been 
aboliihed,  and  the  rotten  boroughs  disfranchilcd.  He  faid  he 
would  not  be*  called  to  order,  by  alFcniBg,  that   members 
gavfc  three  thoufand  pounds,  and  fome  three  thoufand  live 
hundred  for  the.r  fe.its : — but,  he  would  fay,  the   people 
without  doors,  believed  that  they  did,  and  confidently  £iid 
as  much.  ^ 

Mr.  Ri's^y.  Mr.  Rlghy  fpoke  violently  againft  the  motion,  rtdkroled 
'  the  petitions,  laid  they  were  but  few,  and  obtained  by  par- 
tial means  of  a  fewpertbns  calling  on  the  Sheriff  for  a  coun- 
ty meeting;  at  that  meeting- none  but  fiends  tvcrc  invited, 
and  after  fhc  petition  was  agreed  on,  ihcy  formed  tbcm- 
felves  into  bodies,  and  called  themfelves  l)y  fome  foelilh, 
ridiculous  name  :  he  was  himfelf,  he  faid,  a  burgcft,  and 
ib  was  the  mover  of  the  queflion  ;  and  it  was  his  oprnicn, 
that  burgcffes  were  full  as  refp^ftaMe  as  county  members: 
he  never  would'agree  to  any  inrttijeation'or  addiii >n  to  the 
^refent  nOmber  of  the  CoamiOAs^    and  declared  that  he 

would 
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would  fconer  fee  another  member  added  for  Old  Saruih^ 
where  tkcre  is  but  one  houfe,  than  another  ineinber  added 
to  the  city  of  London,  who  had  enow  already.  He  de- 
clared himfelf  perfeAly  aftonifhed  at  his  (jionpiirable  friend 
(the  learned  Lord's)  declaring;  he  ihould  vote  for  the  mo* 
tion.  He  did  expert  he  would  have  aiTigncd  fomething  like 
a  reafon  for  having  changed  his  opipion  {inqe  the  lad  year* 
Mr.  Rigby  langhedat  the  refolutions  of  the  Conftitutional 
Society  and  Quintuple  Alliancei  and  laid,  that  the  honeft 
gentlemen  who  compofed  ihofe  meetings,  and  gave  them 
i:idicuIous  names,  only  deceived  themielves.  They  thought 
the  attention  of  all  the  world  wa«  as  much  engaged  in  the 
queftion  of  Parliamentary  reform  as  they  were,  wben  ia 
fa£t  fcarce  any  body  elle  thought  or  cared  about  the  matter. 
He  ftated  that  in  the  county  in  which  he  lived,,  fome  ten. or 
a  dozen  perfons  wrote  to  the  Sheriff  to  call  jl  county  meet- 
ing;  nobody  came  to  that  meeting  but  themfclves  and  a  few 
pefibns  who  had  pre-deierniined  as  to  what  they  were  to 
meet  about,  and  then  they  called  that  the  county  meeting* 
Mr.  Kigby  declared  he  tiiought  the  fpirit  of  innovation 
had  already  been  carried. too  far,  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
for  inftance,  he  was  firmly  perfuaded,  had  been  too  much 
curtailed.  The  public  could  not  but  feel  this,  and  would 
MiniOers  fay,  that  they  did  not  feel  it,  and  feel  it  as  a 
great  inconvenience  in  the  execution  of  the  neceflary  bu(i«* 
nefs  of  government  ?  [Mr.  Fox  nodded  acrofs  the  Houic, 
by  way  of  lignifying,  that  Minifters  did.not  feel  the  influ- 
ence of  the  CrOwn  to  have  been  too  much  dimini(hcd.] 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  gives  me  a  nod,  (purlued 
Mr.  Rtgby)  I  know  that  here,  I  (hall  upon  fuch  a  queftion 
have  no  other  anfwer  than  a  nod  ;  it  would  not  do  for  thole 
who,  when  in  oppofitiop,  were  mod  clamorous  within  thcfe 
walls  for  the  dimunicion  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  to 
own  in  the  face  of  gentlemen  whom  they  led  away  by  fuch 
a  clamousy  that  they  feel  the  inconvenience  they  themfclves 
occaiioned  ;  but  I  know  ihey  do,  and  I  know  the  public 
feel  it.  I  will  prove  my  afl'ertion — the  pi.blic  feel  it  at  this 
hour  very  materially  in  the  want  of  a  Board  of  Trade. 
Such  a  Board  was  never  more  ncccirary.  Don't  tct  any 
gentleman  rife'and  tell  me,  that  their  buiinefs  is  directed  by 
a  l")>ecial  aft  of  Parliament  to  be  done  by  fome  of  the  Privy 
Coufuil.  Have  any  of  the  Privy  Council  fat  once  for  luch 
a  purpofc?  No,  not  once.  Arc  they  likely  to  fit  for  that 
puppofe  ?  I,  Sir,  who  h<^vc  be^na  privy  CounfcUor  for  up* 
:     .  .  S  wards 


7^4  ,?A!(L!AMENtARY        A- 1)83; 

w«itfr  of  Mt^nty  yeaf*',  knbWr  Aert  h  nof  a  pr6t>9ibirKy  <rf 
Attr  daing  tilt  bofirtet*,  tntich  its  rt  calU  fot  afr^nttoo  « 
ttiw  moment.  A  \forthy  aird  noble  ftittid  of  mintf  pr^Mc^ 
in  tliafe  ciMjticrt  for  iti^ny  y«at!l.  I  infran  •  the  Duk«  of  flc4- 
fb#d.  Sir,  when  tfe^t  noble  Dufce  was  at  the  hea/l  of  the 
Coumiifj  I  vva«  a  |w<aty  cortftarnt  tfitendrfnt,  at>d  I  W9S  (a 
fftnA  neeeifity ;  I  vnts  dtftred  by^  the  ftobje  Date  to  attctid 
af*a  third  pcflbn,  o^her^He  thcH  teiAd  ndt  have  Hcrira 
board  Tirade,  Thr«  bcifl^'  the  fad,  wVfl  tfrty  sjAitrcmao  ia?, 
ftaft  tfitrrc  is  the  fittaiteft  pix>babilifTy  the  rrKy  Coimcit 
iboutd  diibhafge  t!)ofe  dittie^f  that  a  ^otlrci  of  l^rade^om^ 
pbfed  of  aWe  rtien  (amJ  of  fuch  irtea  I  fake  it  for  granted, 
A  Board  of  Tratle  wiH  be  cdtiipofed,  if  the  inftitmioo  be 
fetiverfimrfetthc  prefent  Adnvhf^iftratifod)  wtydddi^Trge 
fo  modi  to  the  advantage  of 'the  public  f  lam  as  gf^at  aa 
enemy  to  aa  impropdr  or  dangerdus  exfenlion  OPf  the  iofic* 
encfe  6f  the  Crown  as  any  man  }  but,  Sir,  I  contend,  that 
the  rnftuence  of  the  Crtiwn  is  as  necdi'afry  ati  ingnrdieot  in 
^  the  conffiitttion,  as  the  power  of  tlic  CoM^ionrs,'  and  I  tnift 

and  hope  that  the  time  is  oeft  far  diftaitt,  when  the  trrfia-* 
euce  of  die  Crown  will*  be  reftored  to  iis  former  neccffa^y 
eicrent,  in  thole  pirticuhirs,  in  which  the  public  at  h^t 
feel  a  rtai  injoty  from  its  drminiltion. 
Mr.Sheri*  ^*'*  ^^^^^^^  laid  he  was  difappofntetd  !  the  motion  did 
daa.  ftot  go  far  enough.     He  would,  nevdrthelefs^   vt>te  ftr  it, 

l>ut  he  wfflied  that  ii  had  taken  in  mbre  ef  the  objeAa  in 
general  reqttift.     The  Jhortei^ing  the  deration  of  Fariifli- 
ments  was  one  of  thofe  objefb:,  which  in  his  mifid  was  mcft 
properly  poHbed,  a^  a  meafure,  tending  to  corredthe  grew 
vice  in  the  reprciehtation  of  the  people—their  filb&r^eocy 
to  government  in  contecjuence  of  their  long  ieafe  otsttained 
«     from  the  pe6ple.     Shonen  that  pei^od,  and  unquefhooably 
you  ftrengihen  the  intercourfe  atftl  coHtnedion  between  the 
tcprcfentativc  and  the  conftituenr,   atkl  his  Nation   bemg 
more  pircarioirs,  he  is   likely  to  be  attentive  to  hi^tnift, 
Mr.  Sheridat)  very   fncccl'sfuFly  ridicu4ed  the  Lord  Advo* 
catcTind  Mr.  T.  Pitt  as  the  new  convcrtJi'to  Mr.  W.  Kir. 
Mr.  Maat*       Mr.  MamfuM  fpoke  againft  the  motion  on  e««Rly  the 
in^^'  grounds  of  Lord  North,  and  wOpdered'  much  at  the  coii- 

verfion  of  the  Lord  Advocate. 
air.Mariia.      Mr.  A^nrtin  fup|>ortcd  the  motion,  yet  did  QOt  diiidc  it 
wa$  going  far  enough  ;  he  was  for  a 'fmiilar  m0tion  to  thA 
of  laft  year.     Lord  North  and  Mr.  Rigby,  facfaiid.  Were 
iiiaoti,  better  conrtpaDioiit  at  a  table  ibaa  ibey  were  ia^tkal 
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Houfe ;  but  as  the  notle  Lord  was  going  to  the  other  Houfe, 
he  wifhed  him  well  in  private  life,  but  thought  he  was  the 
chief  caufe  of  our  misfortunes.  He  ironically  thanked  Mr» 
Powysforhis  civility  to  the  Conftitutional  Society.  Mr. 
IVIartin  faid,  the  fbciety  was  under  profecution  for  a  publica* 
tion,  and  he  was  glad  of  ir,  for  be  was  fare  no  harm  could 
arife  from  any  of  their  publications^  which  were  perfedly 
.  conftitutional. 

'  Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge  was  in  favour  of  the  prefent  mo-  Aid,  Saw. 
tion,  in  preference  to  the  order  of  the  day,  yet  thought  it  bridge. 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  purpofe  iatenaed ;  he  defended 
the  Quintuple  Alliance,  and  thought  that,  although  univerf4 
reprcfentation  would  be  abfurd,  fomething  near  equal  repre* 
fentatioD  might  be  acquired. 

The  Hon.  jinne  FowUt  fpoke  a  confiderable  time,  but  the  Hon.  Anne 
Houfe  were    riot  very    attentive,  therefore  we  could  dif-  Po^l^* 
tinguiih  .nothing  more  than  that  he    was.  againft  the  mo- 
lion. 

Mr.  Demfjfter  was  likewife  againft  the  motion,  declaring  Mr.  Dcmf 
that  he  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  it,  as  he  did  not  know  ^^* 
the  fcntiments  of  his  conftituents  on  the  fubjeCt,  never  hav- 
ing heard  the  motion  before  he  came  into  the  Houfe ;  and  as 
^e  was  the  reprefentati  vc  of  a  borough,  he  could  by  no  means  # 

give  his  aflent  to  a  vote  that  would  le(fen  the  influence  of  his 
conftituents.  He  voted  laft  year  for  a  committee,  becaufe 
there  the  necelTary  inquiries  might  be  made  into  the  real  er- 
rors. If  any  part  of  the  reprcfentation  of  this  country  want- 
ed reform,  it  was  that  to  which  he  had  the  honour  to  belong, 
and  this  was  not  the  fpecies  of  reform  which  would  apply  to 
their  grievances. 

Sir  John  Dblaval  was  likewife  againft  the  motion* 
Sir  H^atkin  Lewes  faid,  he  (hould  not  have  got  up  at  To  late  Sir  Watk'm 
an  hour  in  the  night,  but  that  he  thought  himfelf  particu-  I-«wcs. 
Urty  called  upon,  in  the  iituarion  in  which  he  ftood,  to  give 
his  opinion  upon  the  proportion  brought  forward  by  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  and  fuhniitted  to  the  confidera- 
tiofl  of  the  Houfe.     He  felciom  troubled  the  Houfe  with  his 
fentiments ;  but  this  was  a  queftion  of  fo  great  importance 
and  magnitude,  and  in  which  his  conftituents  and  the  public 
felt  themfelves  fo  much  interefted,  that  he  lliould  ill  difcharge 
his  duty  to  them,  if  he  confcntcd  to  give  his  filcnt  vote. 
Obliged  as  he  held  himfelf  to  ^^  right  honourable  gentle- 
nun  for  bringing  forward  thefc  proportions,   yet  he  was 
forced  to  declare  they  did  not  go  to  the  extent  of  his  wiflie^, 
VvL,  IX.  5  A  w 
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xhoCc  of  bis  conftituents,  of,  he  believed^  of  the  public;  but 
as  they  tehded  in  fome  meafure  to  fecare  the  iiKjependeDce 
of  Parliament,  and  would  give  fome  fatisfadion  to  the  king* 
^om,  they  Ihould  have  his  moft  earneft  fupport.  Some  ex- 
preffions  had  fallen  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,'  which  he  fdt 
nioifelf  bound  to  take  notice  of,  as  they  were  ill-foaodcd  af- 
perfionson  a  very  refpeAable  body  of  gentlemen,  with  whtNn 
It  Was  hifi  pride  to  acknowledge  that  be  afled  in  conjuodion. 
Did  thofe  gentlemen,  hecaufethey  diflFered  in  fentinacnts  with 
the  right  honourable  member  refpeding  the  nature,  of  the 
remedy,  de&rve  the  injurious  refledion  of  vifionary  incen- 
diaries ?  As  well  might  the  honourable  gentleman  throw  that 
reflefl:ion  upon  the  very  refpeAable  number  of  meoibers  of 
this  Houfe,  who  admitted  the  neceffity  of  the  reform  whoa 
the  queftion  was  laft  agitated. 

Let  me  conjure  this  Houfe,  faid  Sir  Watkin,  not  to  rtjeSt 
the  petition^  of  the  people,  but  to  (hew  every  retpcd  and 
attention  to  them*  I'his  at  leaft  is  due,  as  a  compenfatioQ 
for  the  difmemberment  of  Ihe  empire,  and  die  lofs  of  Ame- 
rica, and  will  tend,  Thope,  to  revive  the  commerce,  and 
reftore  the  dignity  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  Briti(h  do* 
minions. 
Mr.  Pitc»  Mr*  Piif  now  roft  and  entered  fhortly  into  the  argumerju 
which  had  been  advanced  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  agaioft 
his  propoiitions^  and  defended  them  with  great  ability  a»i 
addrefs. 

It  being  now  paft  two  o^cIock  in  the  morning,  the  Hoofe 
divided  on  the  order  of  the  day,  when  the  nun^)ers  were, 
ayes  ^93,  noes  149.  Majority  againft  Mr.  Piti^  pn^^- 
tions,  144.  >  . 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned. 
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THE  NARRATIVE  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  HENRY 
CLINTON,  K.  B.  relative  to  his  Condu^  during  Part  of  hit 
Command  of  the  King's  Troops  in  North  America ;  particularly  to 
that  which  refpe^s  the  unfortunate  IlTue  of  the  Campaign  in  1781, 
Sixth  Edition.     Price  is 

AN  ANSWER  to  That  Part  of  the  Narrative  of  Lieut.  Gen. 
Sir  HENRY  CLINTON,  K.  B.  which  relates  to  the  Condu^  of 
Lieut.  General  Earl  Cornwal  is  during  the  Campaign  in  North  Ame* 
rica,  in  the  year  1781,  by  Earl  Coniwailis.     Price  3s.  fewcd. 

OBSERVATIONS  upon  ibme  parts  of  Lieutenant  General 
EARL  COR  NWALLIS's  ANSWER  to  Sir  HENRY  CLINTON'S 
Narrative.  By  Lieutenant- General  Sir  HENRY  CLINTON,  K.  B. 
Price  2S.  6d.  The  above  three  authentic  publication»  comprehend 
the  Whole  of  this  very  intercfting  controverfy,  and  being  all  uni- 
formly printed,  may  be  had  complete  in  One  Volume.  Piice  Ss» 
half-bound  and  lettered. 

Acandid  anct  Impanial  NARRATIVE  of  the  TranfaAions  of 
the  Fleet  under  the  Command  of  LORD  VISCOUNT  HOWE, 
from  the  Arrival  of  the  Toulon  Squadron  on  the  Coad  of  America, 
to  the  Time  of  his  Lordfhip*a  Departure  for  England.  Second  Edi- 
tion.    Price  rs.   6d. 

BLAKE'S  REMARKS  on  Commodore  Johnftohe's  Account  of 
his  Engagement  with  Monfieur  dc  SuJTrein,  a  new  Edition ;  to  which 
is  prefixed  a  Plan  of  the  Harbour,  with  the  Soundings,  &c.  drawn 
on  the  Spot.     Price  it. 

PBSERVATIONS  on  the  Honourable  Lieutenant  General 
MURRAY'S  Defence  by  Lieutenant  General  Sir  If^iWam  Drafer^ 
K.  B.     Price  it.  6d. 

A  LETTER  to  Lord  Vifcount  Beauchamp,  upon  the  SubjeA  of 
his  Letter  to  the  Firft  Belfaft  Company  of  Volunteers  in  the  Province 
©f  Ulfter.     Price  is. 

AN  INQUIRY  into  the  Manners,  Tafte,  and  Amufements,  of 
the  two  laft  Ccnturiei  in  Englind.  By  }ohtt  Andrews,  LL.  D« 
Price  14.  6d.  f«wcd«  1 


N  E  W    P  U  BL  I  C  A  T*I  O  NS. 

*  LUCUBRATIONS  by  John  Sinclriir,  Efq.  "M,  F.  con::.:.r.j 
a  Plan  for  a  marc  equal  Rcprcfcmatioa  of  the  People.  A  ntw  E.t> 
tion,  price  is.  6i). 

A  SEAMAN'S  REMARKS  on  the  r,ritini  Ships  of  the  L.u% 
from  the  ift  of  January  i7>6,  to  the  ift  of  Jar»ua:y  iT?2,  v.  rh 
Ibme  occaiionai  Obfcrvations.gn  the  Fli'cts. of  the  Houfcof  BouiIxd, 
price  6d. 

A  COMPANION  to  the  ROYAL  KALENDAR,  for  the  Vr.r 
1783  ;  being  a  Lift  of  all  the  Changes  in  AclmionliatioHr  i^t'>in  :  < 
^ccelfion  of  the  prefent  King,  in  Odobcr  1760,  to  the  pr^it ,: 
Time.  •  To  which  is  prefixed,  A  hft  of  the  hue  and  p rcrcnt  Hr--;: 
of  Commons,  Jhcwing  tlie  Changes  made  in  the  ^le'r.hers  of  Par- 
liament, by  the  General  Eitftion  in  S<pteml:cr  fjSo  ;  v,-jrh  :'jc 
Names  of  the  Candidates  where  the  Eleilions  tvcto  Ciiiitcircd,  t«c 
Numbers  polled,'  ami  tlie  Dccilions  fincc  made  by  the  S clef":  Con- 
mittCes,  &c.  Th«  Thirty  Second  Edition,  price  is. — Th:^  C.r'- 
panion  is  printed  in  the  fan^x  Size  as  the  Royal  K.alc:dar,  and  iluj 
may  always  be  bdund  together,  with  or  without  an  Almanack. 

The  UEAN  and  the  'SQ^JIRE,  a  Political  Eclogue,  humoN  d,-. 
dicatcdto  Soame  Jcnyns,  Elq.  by  the  Author  of  the  Heroic  Lpi:  .e 
to  Sir  W.  CHAMBERS,  ^c.  Price  xs.  6d.—Of  wb-jm  mi>  .< 
fiid  the  Author's  Works  complete.     Price  6s.  in  Board*. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the'Natural  and  Civil  Ri.'hts  of  Mankind, 
the  Prerogatives  of  Princes  and  the  Powers  of  GovcrEmeat,  &c.  by 
the  RtV.  Thomas  Norihcottr,  Chaplain  in  the  Royal  Artillcrv,prire  i» 

TORTRAITS  of  the  GENERALS,  IVnNlSTERS,  MAGIS- 
TRATES,  MEMBERS  of  CONGRESS,  and  OTHERS,  who  baft 
rendered  thcmfclvcs  illuilrious  jn  the  Revolution  of  the  I'NTTED 
STATES  of  NORTH  AMERICA  s  drawn  from  the  Life  i  and  co. 

graved  by  the  moft  eminent  Artifts  in   London. Number  I. 

Price  ONE  GUINEA,  containing  the  f61lowi.n^  PORTRAITS. 
General  WASHINGTON,  HENRY  LAURENS,  JOHN  JAY, 
SAM.  HUNTINGDON,  CH A.  THOMSON,  JOHN  DICKEN- 
SON, SILAS  DEANE,  G,  MORRIS,  kiid  W.  H.  DRAYTOh, 
Efqrs.^Major  General  BARON  STl£UBEN,and  Gen.  GATES. 

The  RESCUE,  a  Poem,  iufcribcd  to  the  Ri^hi  Honourable 
CHARLES  JAMES  FOX.     Price  is.  6d. 

A  MEMORIAL,  addrcffcd  to  the  SOVEREIGNS  of  AME- 
RICA, By  T-  POWNALL,  Efq.  late  Governm-,  Caprain-Gc 
neral,  Vicc-Admiral  of  the  Provinces,  now  STATES,  of  Maflachc- 
ii:tis-bay,  and  South-Carolina,  and  Lieut.  Gov.  of  New- Jerfey 

OBSERVATIONS  pn  the  Commerce  of  the  AMERICA^ 
§TATES  With  an  Appendix,  containing  an  Account  of  ill 
Rice,  Indigo,  Cochineal,  Tobacco,  Sugar,  Molaflcs,  and  Rum  is? - 
ported  into  and  exported  from  Great  Britain  the  lalk  ten  YcirJ. 
Of  the  Value  of  all  Merchandize  imported  into  and  exported  frooi 
England.  Of  the  Imports  and  Exports  of  Philadelphia,  Kc** 
Yoik,  &c.  Alfo,  an  Account  of  the  Shipping  employetl  in  Aixvc- 
rica  previous  to  the  War.  The  Secoad  edition.  By  JOHN  l^^ 
SHEFEIELD.  Pjicc  as.  id.     . 
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